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Democracy on Display at Women’s March - Page 5

After more than a century in private ownership and industrial use, 101 acres at Crooked Palm are now permanent-
ly protected for public benefit, marking a milestone for community access, regional climate resilience, and habitat 
restoration in Ventura County.
	 Located in an area where residents experience some of the highest pollution levels in California, Crooked 
Palm’s conservation delivers long-overdue access to clean, healthy outdoor space. The protection of this land 

also secures more than 45 acres of important 
habitat, strengthens the Ventura River 
watershed, and advances California’s 30×30 
conservation goals.
	  “Crooked Palm’s transformation from 
an abandoned industrial site to protected 
land is a victory for Ventura and all Califor-
nians. Restoring this land protects habitat, 
strengthens regional climate resilience, and 
opens healthy access to the outdoors in a 
community where it’s needed most,” said 
Guillermo Rodriguez, Vice President of the 
Pacific Region and California State Director

Continued on page 2

The Ventura Unified School District (VUSD) Board of Education has directed staff to begin a clear, evidence-based 
process to evaluate whether any school sites should be considered for closure as early as the 2027-2028 school year. 
As part of this effort, the District is forming a School Closures Advisory Committee to study enrollment trends, 
review criteria, analyze data, and provide a recommendation to the Board of Education.
	 This process is in its early stages. The School Closures Advisory Committee is expected to begin meeting in 
March 2026, meet monthly, and bring a recommendation to the Board by October 2026. Even if the Board were 
to approve any closures, no school would close before the 2027–2028 school year.
	 For several years, VUSD closely monitored enrollment trends, watching to see if post-COVID declines might 
stabilize. However, enrollment continues to decline by approximately 300 students per year. Regional data also 
shows sustained decreases in birth rates, 
fewer families moving into the area due to 
the high cost of living, and an aging popu-
lation. Together, these trends require the 
District to carefully assess how many school 
sites are needed to best serve current and 
future students.
	 Many VUSD schools are operating 
below their intended capacity. Maintaining 
under-utilized campuses requires resources 
that could otherwise be invested directly in 
classrooms, student programs, and learning 
opportunities. The District has a responsi-
bility to review our internal processes and 
procedures to ensure public funds entrusted 

Continued on page 2

Carbajal Urges 
Review of 
Vandenberg 
Super-Heavy 
Launch Plans
U.S. Representative Salud Carbajal 
(D-CA-24) has urged the Department 
of the Air Force and U.S. Space Force to 
carefully evaluate the community, envi-
ronmental, and operational impacts of a 
proposed super-heavy rocket launch pad 
at Vandenberg Space Force Base.
	 In a letter to Air Force Secretary Troy 
Meink and Space Force Chief General 
Chance Saltzman, Carbajal acknowl-
edged Vandenberg’s importance to 
national security and the Central Coast 
economy. However, he stressed that 
increased launch activity has already 
created significant noise and environ-
mental pressures.
	 “Vehicles launched from Vanden-
berg travel south along the coast, and 
sonic booms affect communities far 
downrange,” Carbajal wrote. “A su-
per-heavy vehicle would likely increase 
both the severity and geographic reach of 
those impacts.”
	 He also highlighted concerns about 
the base’s unique ecosystem, which 
supports hundreds of plant and animal 
species, including 17 federally listed as

Continued on page 15

From Industry to Open Space: 
Crooked Palm Permanently Protected

VUSD Reviews Possible School Closures

Congressman Salud Carbajal represents 
the 24th Congressional District of 
California.
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Crooked Palm Permanently Protected
Continued from page 1
for Trust for Public Land. “For the first 
time in more than a century, this land will 
increase connection to the Ventura River 
and provide the public with the physical and 
mental health benefits that come with close-
to-home access to nature.”
	 For the first time in over 100 years, the 
former agricultural fertilizer and oil refinery 
property can no longer be used for industrial 
or commercial purposes. The site creates a 
new connection point to the Ventura River/
Ojai Valley Trail, a 16-mile regional corridor 

VUSD Reviews Possible School Closures
Continued from page 1 
to the Ventura Unified School District 
are being used efficiently and thought-
fully, while remaining focused on student 
success.
	 The School Closures Advisory 
Committee will include teachers, staff, 
families, students, and community 
members from across the City. The 
committee will review a wide range of 
information, including district enroll-
ment and school capacity data, facility 
utilization, financial impacts, housing 
and population trends, and demographic 
projections prepared by a professional 
demographer. All materials reviewed 
by the committee will be made publicly 
available on the District website.
	 “We understand that this process 
may bring a range of emotions for our 
students, staff, families, and community,” 
said Marieanne Quiroz, Public Infor-
mation Officer for Ventura Unified 
School District. “We are committed to 
creating meaningful opportunities for 
community feedback as the process 
unfolds, sharing all of the information 
reviewed by the committee, and ap-
proaching this work with transparency, 
care, and compassion.”
	 The committee does not make final 
decisions. Its role is to review data and 
provide a recommendation. Any decision 
regarding school closures would ulti-
mately be made by the Ventura Unified 
School District Board of Education at a 
public meeting.
	 Committee meetings will be held 
in accordance with the Brown Act, 
allowing the public to attend and provide 
comment. There will also be meaning-
ful opportunities for staff, students, 
families, and community members to 
share feedback throughout the process.
	 VUSD is currently building the 

City Launches Housing Workshop Series
The City of Ventura is launching Ventura 
Housing Connections, a free workshop 
series that helps tenants, property 
owners, and property managers build 
informed, successful rental relationships.
The workshops will deliver clear, 
practical guidance on rental rights and 
responsibilities, housing standards, com-
munication strategies, and local housing 
resources. Designed for both new and 
experienced renters and property owners, 
the series supports conflict prevention, 
stronger communication, and housing 
stability throughout Ventura.
	 “These workshops give people 
straightforward, reliable information 
they can use right away,” said Maruja 
Clensay, Assistant Community Devel-
opment Director. “By bringing tenants 
and property owners together in the 
same space, we’re helping reduce misun-
derstandings, improve communication, 
provide educational opportunities, and 
support stable housing across Ventura.”
Upcoming Workshops:
•	 Fair Housing Essentials - Thursday, 	
	 January 29

•	 Legal Landscape for Landlords - 	
	 Thursday, February 5
•	 Basics of Renting - Thursday, 		
	 February 26
	 The City presents the series in 
partnership with the Ventura County 
Coastal Association of Realtors and 
the Housing Rights Center, bringing 
property owners and tenants together to 
support informed and balanced housing 
conversations.
	 All workshops are free, open to the 
public, and hosted from 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
in the Community Meeting Room at City 
Hall, located at 501 Poli Street. Spanish 
interpretation will be provided upon 
request; registration is required.
	 These workshops are designed for: 
Anyone that lives in the City of Ventura; 
Tenants; Property owners (small and 
large); Realtors; Anyone interested in 
understanding Ventura’s rental housing 
landscape. Participants are encour-
aged to register in advance and submit 
questions ahead of time to help guide 
each session. For registration and more 
information, visit www.cityofventura.
ca.gov/VHCS.

processes and protocols that will guide 
this work. Meeting dates, agendas, and 
updates will be posted on the District 
website and shared through the Dis-
trict’s Facebook and Instagram pages. 
Community members are encouraged to 
follow these platforms to stay informed as 
the process moves forward. Community 
members are encouraged to:
Visit the District website and social 
media platforms for updates:
•	 Website: www.venturausd.org/
about/committees/school-closure-com-
mitee
•	 Facebook: www.facebook.com/
Venturausd/
•	 Instagram: www.instagram.com/
schoolventura/
•	 Read the monthly VUSD Connec-
tions Newsletter (families and staff)
•	 Attend School Closures Committee 
meetings
•	 Share questions or feedback by 
emailing VUSDSchoolsCommittee@ven-
turausd.org
	 The Ventura Unified School District 
appreciates the community’s partnership 
and engagement as this thoughtful, 
data-driven, and community-centered 
process begins.

that links communities to nature, recreation, 
and non-vehicular transportation options. 
This new access will reduce reliance on cars, 
expand opportunities for outdoor activity, 
and improve close-to-home access to nature’s 
proven health benefits.
	 The protection of Crooked Palm is the 
result of a partnership led by Trust for Public 
Land, Ventura Land Trust, and the California 
Natural Resources Agency. The property has 
been part of regional planning discussions 
since 2008, and its permanent conservation 
marks the beginning of a new chapter for the 
landscape and the community.
	 “The Ventura region falls within one of 
a few dozen biodiversity hotspots identified 
across the globe, making every acre conserved 
an important one,” said Melissa Baffa, 
Executive Director of Ventura Land Trust. 
“This property, along the Ventura River, just 
a short distance from an urban setting, and 
with a long history of industrial use, is an es-
pecially exciting acquisition for Ventura Land 
Trust. We are thrilled to have this opportu-
nity to take a bruised and blighted property 
and restore it to beautiful natural habitat that 
our human and wildlife neighbors will enjoy 
for generations. We are very thankful for the 
support of our conservation partners in this 
important project.”
	 “After generations of industrial use and 
pollution, Crooked Palm now offers safe, 
welcoming outdoor access in a community 
long denied it,” said California Natural 
Resources Secretary Wade Crowfoot. 
“Through strong collaboration, we secured 
important habitat, strengthened the Ventura 
River watershed, and took another meaning-
ful step toward California’s 30x30 conserva-
tion goals. This project reflects what partner-
ship delivers when public health, nature, and 
community come first.”
	 Following decades of industrial use, 
the property has undergone extensive en-
vironmental cleanup and infrastructure 
removal. Given this much improved state of 
the property, Ventura Land Trust now has 
an opportunity to reenvision this portion of 
the lower Ventura River with the community.  
While the protection of the property immedi-
ately provides for improved flood protection 
and habitat restoration, there are also future 
opportunities to activate the land in a way 
that reflects local open space and recreational 
priorities, and the unique ecology of the site.
	 Habitat restoration at Crooked Palm will 
support threatened and endangered species, 
improve floodwater management, and help 
reduce wildfire risk. In a region facing signif-
icant pollution burdens and climate stress, 
conserving this land brings meaningful and 
lasting health and environmental benefits.
	 The project was made possible thanks to 
the generous support of public and private 
partners, including Proposition 68 and the Cali-
fornia Natural Resources Agency’s Urban Flood 
Protection Program. California voters passed 
the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, 
Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access for All 
Act of 2018 (Proposition 68) on June 5, 2018, 
which authorized a competitive grant program 
for the purpose of multi-benefit projects in 
urbanized areas to address flooding.
About Trust for Public Land 
	 Trust for Public Land (TPL) is a national 
nonprofit that works to connect everyone 
to the benefits and joys of the outdoors. As 
a leader in equitable access to the outdoors, 
TPL works with communities to create 
parks and protect public land where they are 
needed most. Since 1972, TPL has protected 
more than  4 million acres  of public land, 
created more than 5,500 parks, trails, school-
yards, and iconic outdoor places, raised $112 
billion in public funding for parks and public 
lands, and connected  nearly  10  million 
people to the outdoors. To learn more, visit 
www.tpl.org.
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BOYKO & REARDON 
TELEGRAPH ROAD MORTUARY & CREMATION 
15 Teloma Dr. • Ventura, CA 93003

805-765-4137
FD#2390

ReardonFuneral.com

JOSEPH P. REARDON  
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE

757 E. Main St. • Ventura, CA 93001
805-643-8623

FD#883

“I LOVE YOU”  
NEVER GETS OLD.
Make sure your favorite people know you care 

about them today and every day!

Book Sale
Moving Sale 

Everything 50% off in store
Beginning 2/1/2026

Young Adult
Children’s Fiction and

Non-Fiction Books
Board Books
Picture Books

Fiction and 
Non-Fiction Books

Vintage & Collectibles
Graphic Novels & Manga

Puzzles, DVDs, CDs

Great Bargins at Used Bookstore 
Sponsored by Ventura Friends of  the Library 

 E.P. Foster Library, 651 E. Main Street, Ventura 
Located on the first floor

Visit our eBay store for 
unique and vintage books

bookstore@venturafriendsofthelibrary.org
All proceeds benefit Ventura libraries

A Large Selection of 
• Used Fiction Books
• Non-Fiction Books
• DVDs
• Puzzles
• AudioBooks
• Graphic Novels

One Day Book Sale 
from Warehouse Inventory

Saturday, January 31st 
10am-3pm

Vons Grocery Store 
Telegraph & Victoria (6040 Telegraph Road, Ventura)

This year multiple outstanding CAPS 
Media producers are nominated for an 
unprecedented nine W.A.V.E. Awards 
by the Alliance for Community 
Media (ACM). W.A.V.E. stands for 
Western Access Video Excellence and 
ACM is a national network of public 
access television and radio stations. 
The mission is to promote free 
speech and greater civic engagement 
through community media. 
	 This year’s W.A.V.E. nominations 
represent the wide range of civic, 
educational, informative, and enter-
taining productions for a variety of 
partners and clients in Ventura. A 
special video for the Ventura Land 
trust focusing on the organization’s 
outstanding summer enrichment 
program for children “Ventura 
Wild - Ventura Land Trust 2025” is 
a nominee. CAPS Radio producer 
Nadine Piche is nominated for her 
3rd award, this year for “Ventura 
Vibe! Vignettes - Olivas Adobe His-
torical Park.” A beautiful tour and 
update on another Ventura treasure, 
“Ventura Botanical Gardens 2025” 
was another nominee. The innova-
tive and entertaining productions 
by young creative talent in CAPS 
summer workshops, “CAPS Media 
presents Future Filmmakers 2025” 
and a high-speed tour of CAPS 
resources in a special marketing 
video CAPS Media Promo, both in 
the running. 
	 The list of W.A.V.E. Award 
nominees by CAPS crews continues 
with multiple programs by the 
gifted high school students in the 
award-winning Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) program at CAPS 
known as ECTV. This year the 
ECTV programs vying to be added 
to the more than 30 prior W.A.V.E. 
Award winners by the teenage 
crews are “ECTV Ken Kilstrom – 
Astronomy”, “ECTV The Raven” and 
the very moving story “ECTV Teruko 
Neuwalder - Japanese Internment 
Camps”.

CAPS Media crews earned nine W.A.V.E. Award nominations this year, honoring out-
standing civic, educational, and creative productions by both professional producers 
and student filmmakers.

CAPS Media Nominated 
for Nine W.A.V.E. Awards

	 There are always more pro-
ductions in the works at CAPS. In 
preparation for the holidays CAPS 
crews created a special and fun-filled 
video as part of the annual Ventura 
Police Department’s Shop with a 
Cop program – the Ventura Youth 
Christmas Shopping extravaganza 
with VPD Officers. 
	 For VUSD CAPS produced an 
important and informative message 
with Jamie Uribe, a new VPD school 
resource officer, on Lockdown 
Training, and working in collabo-
ration with VUSD Superintendent 
Antonia Castro and Director of 
Communication Marianne Quiroz 
and Superintendent Castro, CAPS 
produced the first in a series of 
“Budget Bites” – brief, informative 
financial updates for the public.
	 All of these outstanding programs 
and many more CAPS Media produc-
tions can be viewed at capsmedia.org.
	 The CAPS Media Center continues 
to serve Ventura as a hub of activity 
and connectivity for community 
groups and organizations utilizing 
the resources of the CAPS Media 
Center for meetings, training, per-
formances and more. The Ventura 
County Humane Society, the College 
Area Community Council and others 
meet regularly at CAPS in the video 
and zoom equipped conference room 
this is available to all CAPS member 
organizations in the community.
	 There’s much more to learn 
about the extensive CAPS Media 
resources including training, classes, 
programs, KPPQ radio, and other op-
portunities. Add CAPS to your list of 
new year’s resolutions. 
	 To learn more about CAPS go 
to capsmedia.org where you can 
register for the free monthly CAPS 
orientation on the first Monday of 
every month and to radio on the first 
Tuesday of the month. 
Discover what CAPS has to offer 
when you join the CAPS Creative 
Community.
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FITNESS  THAT  MOVES  YOUFITNESS  THAT  MOVES  YOU

VENTURA FAMILY YMCA   
3760 Telegraph Road, Ventura, CA 93003 
805.642.2131 • ciymca.org/ventura

ciymca.org/2026
*Hablamos español*Hablamos español

Join online or in person, December 15 - January 31!Join online or in person, December 15 - January 31!
Visit us during our Open House on January 24th

and see all that we have to offer.

The Museum of Ventura County will 
open two new exhibitions in February 
2026 that examine American identity 
through leadership, storytelling, and 
visual expression. 
	 The Changing Faces of Abraham 
Lincoln opens February 5, followed by Pages 
to Posters: The Visual Worlds of Simms 
Taback, opening February 13. An opening 
reception for Pages to Posters will also be 
held on Friday, February 13.
	 The Changing Faces of Abraham 
Lincoln A George Stuart Historical Figures® 
Exhibition Opens February 5. As the United 
States marks the 250th anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence, 
the Museum of Ventura County reflects on 
the people who helped build our nation. 
The Changing Faces of Abraham Lincoln 
examines the life and legacy of the 16th 
president through the sculptural work 

Museum of Ventura County 
Announces Two February 
2026 Exhibitions Exploring 
American History and 
Visual Culture

of George Stuart. The exhibition traces 
Lincoln’s journey from his early years on the 
American frontier to his death, highlighting 
the personal and political pressures he faced.
	 Stuart’s highly detailed historical figures 
depict how years of conflict, leadership, 
and moral responsibility shaped Lincoln’s 
physical appearance, from clean-shaven 
and energetic to bearded and visibly worn, 
showing a human portrait of a president 
who guided the nation through crisis.
	 “The story of Abraham Lincoln is 
inseparable from the story of American 
democracy,” said Elena Brokaw, the 
Barbara Barnard Smith Chief Executive 
Officer of the Museum of Ventura County. 
“As we reflect on the nation’s founding 
and who we are today, this exhibition 
invites visitors to consider the human 
cost of leadership and the enduring values 
Lincoln fought to preserve.”

Pages to Posters: The Visual Worlds of 
Simms Taback
	 Pages to Posters explores the work of 
Simms Taback, whose creative influence 
extended far beyond children’s books. Best 
known for his Caldecott Medal–winning 
Joseph Had a Little Overcoat and the 
Caldecott honoree There Was an Old Lady 
Who Swallowed a Fly, Taback drew inspiration 
from folk songs, Yiddish traditions, humor, 
and a deep commitment to learning and 
community. This exhibition features original 
artworks, posters, and more, revealing how 
Taback’s visual language shaped educational 
materials, commercial design, and storytelling 
for generations.
	 “Taback’s work invites viewers to see 

learning as joyful, culture as shared, and 
humor as a powerful connector,” said Chris 
Rexroad, Exhibitions Curator, Art. “This 
exhibition shows us how his work bridges 
storytelling, education, and design in ways 
that remain relevant to this day.” 
Opening Reception for Pages to 
Posters:
•	 Friday, February 13 5:30–7:30 p.m.
•	 Museum of Ventura County, 
	 100 East Main St.
	 Guests are invited to enjoy refreshments 
and live jazz by the Dennis Berger Trio, 
sponsored by the Ventura Music Festival. 
The event is open to the public. Additional 
information about exhibitions, hours, an-
programs, visit venturamuseum.org.

Much of the modern superstition in 
the United States comes from the 1907 
novel Friday the Thirteenth by Thomas 
Lawson, which told the story of a cata-
strophic Wall Street crash occurring on 
that date 

By Richard Senate

It is believed that 17 to 21 million Americans 
fear Friday the 13th. In some years, the 
date appears three times, reinforcing 
its reputation as unlucky. But this fear 
wasn’t always widespread - or universal. 
In fact, in many countries, other dates 
hold a darker reputation.
	 Much of the modern superstition in the 
United States comes from the 1907 novel Friday 
the Thirteenth by Thomas Lawson, which told 
the story of a catastrophic Wall Street crash 
occurring on that date. Before Lawson’s book, 
fear of the day was little known.
	 Other origins of the superstition are 
older. Some point to the Last Supper, where 
Jesus dined with his twelve disciples - thirteen 
people in total - on the 13th of Nisan. Biblical 
scholars have even suggested the date might 
correspond to Eve taking a bite of the 

forbidden apple.
	 Historical events have also reinforced 
the fear. The Knights Templar, a powerful 
Crusading and banking order, were arrested 
on Friday, October 13, 1307, under the orders 
of King Philip IV of France. Many Templars 
were tortured and executed. Over centuries, 
stories of such misfortunes fueled the day’s 
ominous reputation.
	 Hollywood, too, has contributed to 
Friday the 13th lore. The Hollywoodland 
sign was unveiled on Friday, July 13, 1923 
- defying superstition. Years later, storm 
damage reduced it to the iconic “Hollywood” 
we know today. Tragically, in 1932, failed 
actress Peg Entwistle leapt to her death from 
the towering letter “H,” cementing the sign’s 
dark folklore.
	 Skeptics may scoff, but history has a few 
eerie coincidences. On Friday, September 13, 
1940, a German bomb struck Buckingham 
Palace during the Battle of Britain. On Friday, 
October 13, 1972, a Chilean plane crashed 
in the Andes, leaving survivors to endure 
extreme hardships. More recently, on Friday, 
January 13, 2012, the cruise ship Costa 
Concordia ran aground off Italy, resulting in 
the deaths of 30 passengers.
	 Interestingly, Friday the 13th is not con-
sidered unlucky everywhere. In Italy, Friday 
the 17th is thought to be cursed. The Roman 
numeral XVII can be rearranged to spell VIXI, 
Latin for “I have lived,” implying death. Con-
versely, in Italy, the 13th is often considered 
lucky. In many Spanish-speaking countries, 
Tuesday the 13th is the day associated with 
misfortune, dating back to the sack of Con-
stantinople in 1204.
	 For those who fear the date, the condition 
even has a name: triskaidekaphobia. It’s one 
reason many tall buildings skip the 13th 
floor. Whether you believe in superstition 
or not, Friday the 13th remains a day that 
captures our imagination - and maybe makes 
you think twice before walking under a ladder 
or crossing paths with a black cat.

Friday the 13th: 
Fear, Folklore, 
and Fact
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The 10th annual Ventura County 
Women’s March took place 
Saturday, January 17, at Plaza Park 
in downtown Ventura, drawing 

thousands of participants from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Hosted by Justice 
For All Ventura County (JFAVC) 
along with numerous co-sponsors, 

By Patricia Schallert

Photo by Patricia Schallert

Shane Meserve, board president of Justice For All Ventura County, said the Women’s 
March provides a peaceful platform to oppose assaults on democracy, the Constitu-
tion, and the rule of law.

the event centered on the theme 
“Courage Is Contagious.”
	 Community organizations 
including Indivisible Ventura, Indi-
visible Conejo, Indivisible Simi Valley, 
50501 VC (“805”), Planned Parent-
hood Action Fund, and many others 
echoed the theme throughout the 
program, emphasizing the power of 
collective action and shared resolve.
	 Speakers explored the meaning of 
courage - how it emerges in moments 
of challenge, spreads through com-
munities, and inspires people to act. 
That sense of courage was palpable 
throughout the crowd, as partici-
pants encouraged one another to 
speak out, advocate for their beliefs, 
and amplify their voices.
	 As one speaker explained, em-
powerment means “having the con-
fidence, knowledge, and ability to 
take control of your own life, make 
decisions, and take action to achieve 
goals.” Speakers and organizers em-
phasized that empowerment also 
includes bodily autonomy and access 
to resources that allow individu-
als and communities to overcome 
barriers and setbacks. Marchers 
described feeling strengthened by 
the solidarity of like-minded partic-
ipants committed to justice, equity, 
and democratic values.
	 This year’s march marked a 
decade of organizing for democracy 
by Justice For All Ventura County. 
Participants traveled from across 
Ventura County and the greater 805 
region. The first Ventura Women’s 
March was held in 2017 as part of a 
nationwide movement following the 
inauguration of former President 
Donald Trump.
	 According to Shane Meserve, 

Photo by Patricia Schallert

Thousands of participants marched from Plaza Park through downtown Ventura, 
traveling along East Main Street, South Palm Street, and Santa Clara Street before 

Photo by Patricia Schallertt

The 2025 Women’s March marked a decade of organizing for democracy by Justice 
For All Ventura County.

board president of Justice For All 
Ventura County, the march serves as 
a peaceful protest against ongoing 
threats to democracy, the Consti-
tution, and the rule of law. Meserve 
urged community members to stand 
together in defense of legal and 
human rights for all.
	 Speakers at the event included 
Ventura County Supervisor Vianey 
Lopez, Ventura City Council 
member Ryyn Schumacher, Un-
docufund Executive Director 
Primitiva Hernandez, veteran and 
activist Shawn Terris, and represen-
tatives from the 805 movement. A 
mutual aid food drive organized by 
community members in Santa Paula 
also collected donations to support 
local farmworker families affected by 
recent immigration raids.
	 In addition to the speaker 
program, more than 30 social justice 
organizations from across Ventura 
County hosted informational tables 
at Plaza Park, offering opportunities 
for attendees to learn more about 
local advocacy efforts and how to 
get involved. Families also visited 
the Kid Zone near the playground, 
which featured crafts and activities 
for children.
	 Following the program, participants 
marched through downtown Ventura, 
traveling from Plaza Park along East 
Main Street, South Palm Street, and 
Santa Clara Street before circling back 
to the park. Supportive car horns and 
waves from bystanders accompanied the 
marchers along the route.
	 For more information about 
Justice For All Ventura County and a 
list of suggested items for the mutual 
aid food drive, visit justiceforallvc.
org.

Courage Is Contagious at 
Ventura Women’s March



6 January 21 to February 3, 2026                                                    Ventura BREEZE      

REGISTRATION BEGINS:
January 6, 2025 at Noonwww.cityofventura.ca.gov/ActivityGuide

VIEW THE LATEST  
CITY CLASSES AND PROGRAMS

PARKS & RECREATION
CITY OF VENTURA

Activity GuideActivity Guide
SPRING

The Bookmark

About 
Libraries and 
Friends
By Mary Olson

Ventura Friends of the Library 
will hold a Book Sale on Saturday, 
January 31, 10 am to 3 pm at 
the Vons grocery at Telegraph & 
Victoria.
  Shop Selected Categories: Fiction, 
Non-Fiction, Young Adult; Children’s 
Fiction & Non-Fiction, Board Books; 
Picture Books; Graphic Novels & 
Manga; Vintage & Collectibles; Puzzles, 
DVDs, CDs.
The Friends’  bookstore, 2nd Look 
Books,  located on the 1st floor 
of E.P. Foster Library, is open 
Monday through Saturday, 11:00 
am to 4:00 pm and Sundays, 1:00 
to 4:00 pm.
	 Beginning February1, our bookstore 
will  hold a clearance sale, with  ½ off 
all inventory, due to the anticipated 
renovation of E.P. Foster Library.  The 
Friends are looking for a temporary 

location for the bookstore.  If anyone 
has a prospect for a suitable location, 
please email bookstore@venturafriend-
softhelibrary.org
Nancy Schram, Ventura County 
Library Director announces Big 
Changes Ahead for the E.P. Foster 
Library
	 “The E.P. Foster Library in 
Downtown Ventura is preparing to turn 
the page to an exciting new chapter!
	 Following the announcement of 
a $13 million renovation project, the 
City of Ventura and Ventura County 
Library have confirmed that prepa-
rations are officially underway to 
launch this long-anticipated effort. 
This renovation will reimagine the 
historic library as a modern, acces-
sible community hub, designed to 
better serve residents year-round. 
Once complete, the updated facility 
will not only enhance traditional 
library services but will also play a 
vital public-safety role by operating as 
a cooling center during extreme heat 
events. 
	 Construction is slated to begin 
this Spring, with project completion 
expected by Fall 2027. To help keep the 
community informed, Ventura County 
Library has created a dedicated infor-
mation page, including a Frequently 

‘All children will learn, grow, and develop to 
realize their full potential’
	
	 “Parents as Teachers is a vision that 
recognizes that children’s earliest expe-
riences have a profound impact on their 
lifelong learning, health and well-being,” 
according to, Jennifer Palomino, MPH, 
CHES, Public Information Officer at the 
Ventura County Home Public Health.  
“Emphasis is placed on the critical role 
parents and caregivers play as their 
child’s first and most influential teacher 
and affirms that, with the right support, 

guidance, and resources, families can 
create a nurturing environment that 
foster healthy development.”
	 The Parents as Teachers (PAT), model 
was selected from the Ventura County 
(VC) Home Visiting Program’s curricu-
lum to guide service delivery to partici-
pating families. This started when the VC 
Home Visiting Program was established 
on April 1, 2019 through a collaborative 
partnership with the County of Ventura 
Human Services Agency.  According to 
Palomino, “for the past six years, Ventura 
County Public Health has implemented 

Parents as Teachers model recognized for strengthening families and early childhood 
development

Home Visiting Program Earns 
Blue-Ribbon Recognition
By Carol Leish, MA

Asked Questions section, that will be 
regularly updated as work progresses. 
Please visit this page at: 
https://www.library.venturacounty.
gov/locations/foster/construction-up-
dates “
	 The Ventura County Library 
(VCL) is conducting Reimagine Your 
VC Library, a countywide strategic 
planning initiative designed to shape 
the library’s programs, services, 
and priorities for the coming years. 
Through the initiative, VCL is 
inviting residents across Ventura 
County to share their ideas  to help 
ensure that the library continues 
to meet the evolving needs of its 
diverse communities.  Public input 
is invited to identify community 
needs and opportunities to create 
inclusive and welcoming library 
spaces,  provide optimum access 
to resources and technology and 
design innovative programs that 
inspire and empower.  
	 A focus group discussion will be 
held at E.P. Foster Library on Saturday, 
January 24, 2:00 to 4:00 pm.
	 For more information about the 
initiative, to complete the online survey, 
or to view upcoming focus group dates, 
please visit https://www.library.ventura-
county.gov/reimagine-your-vc-library

Master Gardeners at the Library
Houseplant Rescue    
Hill Road Library   Tuesday, 
February 3,  5:00 to 6:00 pm  
	 Master Gardener Gretchen Evirs 
will share strategies for keeping your 
garden and houseplants robust and 
productive
throughout the colder months.
Composting 101:Turn Green Waste 
into Gold   
Avenue Library  Wednesday, 
February 11, 6:00 to 7:00 pm
	 Join Master Gardener, Terry 
Garman, to learn the basics of making 
compost. Learn how to recycle your 
waste and at the same time help your 
garden grow. We will discuss all the 
tools and techniques required to easily 
convert your garbage and garden scraps 
into fertile nutrients for your vegeta-
bles and garden plants.
Introduction to Hydroponics: 
Growing More in Less Space  
E.P. Foster Library  Saturday, 
February 14, 11:00 am to 12:30 pm
	 Discover the basics of hydropon-
ic gardening in this 90 minute class 
designed for beginners with limited 
growing space. Learn about both com-
mercial and DIY hydroponic systems, 
which plants thrive in soil-free environ-
ments, and simple maintenance..

the Home Visiting Program, providing 
eligible families across the county with 
evidence-based parent education and 
support.  This program is a nationally 
recognized model with more than 40 
years of demonstrated effectiveness in 
strengthening families and promoting 
positive child development outcomes.
	 “Children must be under 24 months 
of age at the time of enrollment.  Children 
are served up to age four.  The program 
focuses on increasing parents’ knowledge 
of child development, early learning, and 
effective parenting practices.  Through 
this, parents gain a deeper understand-
ing of age-appropriate developmental 
milestones, individual differences among 
children, and early brain development.  
The program emphasizes positive 
parent-child relationships, responsive 
caregiving, developmentally appropriate 
guidance, and strategies that support 
school readiness, early literacy and so-
cial-emotional development.
	 “The program also strengthens 
parental knowledge related to health, 
safety, and family well-being.  Parents 
learn about child health, nutrition, safe 
environments, injury prevention, and 
the impotence of early identification and 

intervention for developmental concerns.  
It builds parents’ confidence to advocate 
for their children.”
	 School readiness is increased through 
the program by helping parents support 
early language, literacy and cognitive de-
velopment through everyday interactions 
and play.  This strengthens parent-child 
relationships, encourages routines that 
support learning, and connects families 
to early childhood resources, all of which 
contribute to long-term school success.
	 “CalWORKS eligibility is deter-
mined by income, family size, and 
other factors established by the State 
of California.  Families can apply 
through the County of Ventura Human 
Services Agency, which conducts eli-
gibility determinations,” according to 
Jennifer Palomino, media contact for 
Ventura County Public Health. Carina 
Cervantes, MPA is the program admin-
istrator.  The program address is 1701 
Solar Drive, Suite 260, Oxnard, CA 
93030. The program phone number 
is (805) 981-5193.  For more contact 
information, visit their local website 
at https:/hcaventuracounty.gov/pub-
lic-health/pat or the national website 
at  https://parentsasteachers.org.
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Living
Senior

Sheldon Brown enjoys a trial ride on Cycling Without Age Ventura, a unique, free 
program offering senior residents an outdoor cycling experience.

Wind, Wheels and Connection: 
Cycling Without Age Rolls 
Into Ventura
By Nella Nelson

Ring in the New Year with 
One Month on Us!

Enjoy comfortable living in a warm, welcoming 
community where comfort meets connection. 
Beautiful apartments and an engaging lifestyle 

make it easy to feel right at home.
Secure your apartment by January 31 and 

receive one month FREE.
Schedule a tour today! 

805.671.9700

10949 Telegraph Road, Ventura, CA 93004
(805) 671-9700  •  TheOrchardSeniorLiving.com

ASK ABOUT OUR SUMMER 
MOVE IN SPECIALS. 

WE HAVE STUDIOS, ONE BEDROOMS AND 
TWO BEDROOM UNITS AVAILABLE. 

SCHEDULE A VISIT TODAY! 
805-671-9700

10949 Telegraph Road, Ventura, CA 93004
(805) 671-9700  •  TheOrchardSeniorLiving.com

Basking in the fresh coastal air and redis-
covering the joy of bike riding reminis-
cent of childhood, many older Ventura 
residents are embarking on a new kind 
of journey. Cycling Without Age Ventura 
has arrived in the community, offering 
residents renewed vitality and connection 
through a unique, free program. The local 
chapter is part of a worldwide movement 
dedicated to enhancing quality of life 
through shared cycling experiences.
	 The Trishaw e-bike — a combination 
rickshaw-style electric bike with the 
driver positioned at the back — was first 
introduced in Copenhagen, Denmark, by 
Ole Kassow in 2012. The concept made 
its way to the United States through 
Bentonville, Arkansas, via the Gnargo 
Bike Company. Newer models are lighter 
and more efficient, capable of carrying 
up to 300 pounds while navigating hills 
and inclines with ease. The trishaws are 
equipped with seat belts, and wheelchairs 

can be accommodated. Volunteer “pilots” 
receive regular training to safely operate 
the bikes.
	 Locally, co-founders Michael Mariani 
and Dan Ayers launched Cycling Without 
Age Ventura in September 2025. Both 
were inspired after watching a documen-
tary at the Ventura Land Trust’s Wild and 
Scenic Movie Festival.
	 Rides typically last between 45 
minutes and an hour, winding through 
parks, beaches, bike paths and areas 
near care facilities. “We love meeting 
new people and riding a bike outdoors,” 
Mariani said. “Passengers enjoy going 
anywhere with beautiful scenery and 
people to visit with.” He recalled one 
passenger, Eloise, who announced at age 
88 that it was her first-ever bike ride.
	 Eight trishaws are currently in use in 
Santa Barbara, with more being added 
in Ventura and Ojai. Ventura’s bikes are

Continued on page 8
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Senior Living

1220 Cypress Point Lane · Ventura · cypressplaceseniorliving.com
Call (805) 835-4072 for more information.

LIC # 567609978

Cypress Place

1220 Cypress Point Lane · Ventura · cypressplaceseniorliving.com

Independent 
Living that 

Moves With You 

At Cypress Place enjoy  
award-winning, active 

 senior living that keeps up  
with what you need, when  

you need it. Live life how you 
want— Chef-curated meals,  

enriching activities, and  
supportive care services  

are all available.

> ON-SITE PT/OT THERAPIES
> ON-SITE HOME HEALTH PARTNER
> DAILY EXERCISE AND WELLNESS

  Call (805) 835-4072 to Schedule a Tour

LIC#565850555

Each year, CAREGIVERS volunteers deliver single roses to share the love on 
Valentine’s Day with local seniors.
	 This year, CAREGIVERS will coordinate rose deliveries on Friday, Feb. 
13. Volunteers may visit the CAREGIVERS offices to pick up roses anytime 
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Roses will be provided along with a printed list of 
delivery addresses and information for each senior. To maximize convenience, 
each volunteer will be assigned three to four deliveries, based on proximity to 
their home.
	 Volunteers are encouraged to post photos of their deliveries on social 
media in real time. CAREGIVERS will also share photos and stories submitted 
by volunteers that highlight their rose delivery experiences.
	 If you are available to volunteer, please RSVP by Monday, Feb. 2, by calling 
805-658-8530 or emailing Barbara at connect@vccaregivers.org.

Wind, Wheels and Connection
Continued from page 7 
being named after the Channel Islands, 
including Santa Cruz and Anacapa. While 
the program primarily serves older adults, it 
is also available to individuals with mobility 
challenges who would benefit from time 
outdoors. Rides are offered at local care 
facilities and mobile home parks, and 
residents may also coordinate participation 
through their health care providers. Weekly 
scheduled rides are currently available at 
The Lexington in Ventura and The Gables 
in Ojai, with additional locations planned.
	 The organization’s motto reflects 
its mission: Cycling Without Age is a 
worldwide movement that aims to provide 
joy and vitality to older adults through the 
magic of the bicycle. Through the simple 

act of sharing a bike ride, it fosters a sense of 
community and gathers invaluable stories, 
unlocked only by wind and wheels.
	 Retired Breeze publisher Sheldon 
Brown recently took a ride and shared his 
experience. “This was a most enjoyable and 
fun ride,” Brown said. “Michael, the captain, 
and Kay, who directed traffic on her bike, 
were wonderful. They kept up great conver-
sation and took me to places I didn’t know 
existed, stopping along the way to talk with 
people. As soon as they brought me home, 
I went to the Cycling Without Age site and 
donated to this wonderful program. You 
should sign up for a great time.”
	 Cycling Without Age Ventura is funded 
through donations. Tax-deductible contri-
butions can be made at cwa-ventura.org/
support.

Photo by Sheldon Brown.

Riders enjoy a leisurely trishaw ride through Ventura, taking in coastal views, fresh air, 
and the simple pleasure of being outdoors

You’re Invited: Be a Rose 
Delivery Volunteer!
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In the early 20th century, the City of 
Fillmore fell for a smooth-talking con 
man. He promised a monorail to Piru 
Lake—cars with propellers to glide swiftly 
over the land. Models and elaborate plans 
were presented, a station was designed, 
and the town eagerly invested. Then, as 
suddenly as he appeared, the builder and 
the town’s money vanished.
	 Ventura nearly suffered the same 
fate. An inventor promised to bring a 
flying machine to the city, claiming 
he could launch it from the end of 
Seaward Street, using the harbor as 
a runway. At the time, the area was 
sparsely developed, with only a large 
barn used for traveling shows.
	 News of the Wright Brothers and 
other aviation pioneers had captured 
the public imagination, and Ventura’s 
leaders were eager to put their city 
on the map as an aviation hub. They 
provided the barn rent-free, covered his 
expenses, and watched in anticipation as 
the genius worked—secretly, he claimed, 
to protect his patents.
	 Weeks turned into months, and 

Image by hmeluk on Freepik

From dreams of flight to vanished funds: Ventura’s short-lived aviation fantasy.

When Ventura Almost 
Soared: The Tale of a Flying 
Machine Con
By Richard Senate

Local

more money was requested. Rumors 
spread: Was there even an airplane? 
The inventor seemed to live comfort-
ably off the town’s funds while no 
flying machine ever appeared. Citizens 
demanded to see it, and reluctantly, the 
inventor allowed a committee inside 
the barn. They confirmed a machine 
existed—but no photographs or public 
details were permitted.
	 Finally, the day came for a 
public demonstration. The air-
craft—a single-wing design with a 
large propeller on the nose and half 
a dozen spinning shafts atop the 
wings—was wheeled out. The engine 
roared, the propellers spun, and the 
craft jumped up and down…then 
collapsed. The inventor disappeared, 
and not a penny was recovered. 
Ventura’s dream of becoming an 
aviation center had ended.
	 Still, the Seaward Street area did 
eventually host an airport. Movie stars 
from Hollywood would fly in to enjoy 
Ventura’s calm skies, far from the bustle 
of Los Angeles.

Volunteer

The first years of life are a critical period 
of growth and development. By age three, 
a child’s brain has reached nearly 80% 
of its adult size, and early experiences 
strongly influence lifelong outcomes. 
For infants and toddlers involved in the 
child welfare system, having a consistent 
advocate helps ensure their needs are 
recognized and addressed during this 
important time.
	 CASA of Ventura County’s Infants 
and Toddlers Advocacy Volunteer Role 
offers a meaningful way to support 
young children, while requiring a flexible, 
reduced time commitment.
What Is a CASA Volunteer?
	 A Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) is a trained volunteer appointed 
by a judge to advocate for the best 
interests of a child. CASA volunteers 
observe, gather information, and provide 
recommendations to the court to help 
guide decisions that support a child’s 
safety, well-being, and development.
	 In the infants and toddlers’ role, 
advocacy is primarily observational and 
developmentally focused, ensuring that 
children’s early needs are met in safe, 
nurturing environments.
What to Expect
•	 Flexible Time Commitment
	 Visits are scheduled around your 

availability and that of the child’s care-
givers, supporting a collaborative part-
nership.
•	 Home-Based Visits
	 You’ll meet the child where they live—
no transportation is required.
•	 Focus on Early Development
	 Observe milestones, attachment, and 
overall well-being to help ensure concerns 
are identified early and shared with the 
case team and court.
Make an Impact—One Child at 
a Time
	 If you’re looking for a way to support 
vulnerable children, contribute to 
meaningful change, and do so with 
a manageable time commitment, the 
Infant and Toddler Advocacy role may 
be the perfect fit. 

CASA of Ventura County 
Information Sessions
Attendance of an Information Session is mandatory prior to applying and 
taking training and all Informationals are on Zoom.  Schedule below is 
subject to change. To RSVP or for more information, please contact info@
casaofventuracounty.org or call (805) 389-3120. Zoom registration link will 
be provided upon RSVP. https://casaofventuracounty.org/volunteer-copy/
General Information Sessions – 2026
•	 Thursday, February 12, 12 - 1 pm 
•	 Monday, March 30, 6 – 7 pm 
•	 Friday, April 24 , 6 – 7 pm 
•	 Wednesday, May 6, 12 – 1 pm 
•	 Tuesday, June 2, 12 – 1 pm
•	 Infant & Toddler Information Sessions – 2026
•	 Thursday, January 29, 6 –7 pm 
•	 Tuesday, February 17, 12 – 1 pm
•	 Monday, March 9, 6 –7 pm

Volunteer as a CASA 
Advocate for Infants and 
Toddlers
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The Pet Page

Forever homes wanted

All of these amazing pets are being cared for by the Canine Adoption 
and Rescue League (CARL). Could you provide a forever home for 
one of these wonderful animals? To read full pet bios and submit an 
application, visit www.CARLDogs.org or call 805-644-7387.

Hi, I’m Brecken — an adventure-seeking, 
treat-loving, super-trained 4-year-old husky 
mix hoping to find my forever home. I’m 
house and crate-trained, learning to use 
a doggie door, and I know all the “good 
boy” commands. I’m a true people-pleaser 
and will do just about anything for a tasty 
reward. I’m a pro at snuggling and would 
be a perfect companion for a family with 
children. I’m also excellent on car rides 
— calm, collected, and always ready for 
the next adventure. I do need a watchful 
eye, though, as I’ll make a quick dash if a 
door is left open. Could your family be the 
perfect match for me?
 
Hi, I’m Santa, a loving 4-year-old pit 
bull mix in need of a new home. I’m 
very strong but incredibly sweet. I may 
pull when I’m excited, but I’m usually 
polite on pack walks at the kennel. I’m 
looking for an owner who will play with 
me daily and, just as importantly, enjoy 
cuddling on the couch. I know basic 
commands and am housebroken and 
crate-trained. I do well with children, 
but I need a home without other dogs. 
It’s unknown how I would do with cats. 
I can be cautious around strangers at 
first, but once I get to know you, I’m all 
love.
 

Hi, I’m Willow! I’m a 7-year-old loving, 
gentle, smart, and loyal dog searching 
for my forever home. I’m a great family 
companion and would do best in a 
home with children older than 6, as my 
size sometimes leads me to jump up 
when I’m excited. I’d thrive in a home 
where someone is around most of the 
day, as I experience separation anxiety 
and get lonely easily. I’m housebroken 
and crate-trained, love car rides, walk 
well on a leash, and look to my handler 
for guidance. I’m gentle when taking 
treats and have no food or toy aggres-
sion. I would prefer to be the only pet 
in the home, as I can be anxious around 
other dogs and am not good with cats.

Any pet owner who has been told 
their animal has cancer knows the two 
emotions: anxiety for the beloved pet’s 
life, and hope for an effective treatment.
	 “Many people consider their dogs 
and cats members of the family,” says 
Food and Drug Administration veteri-
narian Lisa Troutman. “Just as the FDA 
reviews drugs for humans for safety and 
effectiveness before they can go on the 
market, the agency does the same for 
treatments for animals.”
	 Take, for instance, cancer, which 
accounts for almost half of the deaths of 
pets over 10 years of age. Although pets 
of any age can have cancer, the longer 
they live, the greater the likelihood of 
developing it. Dogs get cancer at roughly 
the same rate as humans.
	 “Pets are living longer because of pre-
ventative health care. And we’re able to 
diagnose cancers earlier. As a result there 
is an increased need for better cancer 
treatments,” Troutman notes.
	 For many years, the only drugs 
available to treat cancer in animals were 
those approved for use in humans. But in 
the last decade, veterinary drug sponsors 
(the pharmaceutical companies develop-
ing the drugs) have brought to market 
treatments meant specifically for animals.
	 Troutman explains, “the FDA works 
closely with these companies to discuss 
how they can demonstrate that their 
innovative veterinary drugs are safe and 
effective, and to address questions that 
arise while working toward approval of 
their drug.”
FDA-Approved Drugs for Cancer 
in Dogs
	 Troutman says that sponsors are con-
tinuing to develop innovative treatments 
for different types of cancer in dogs.
	 “We’re looking at therapies that are 
more targeted now,” she says. Scien-
tists are identifying proteins or other 
substances unique to cancer cells and 
developing treatments that target those 
substances without harming healthy 
cells.
	 Currently, four drugs are approved to 
treat cancer in dogs:
•	 Palladia (toceranib phosphate), 
to treat mast cell tumors, was approved 
in 2009; 
•	 Stelfonta (tigilanol tiglate injection), 
to treat mast cell tumors, was approved 
in 2020;
•	 Tanovea (rabacfosadine for 
injection), to treat lymphoma, condi-
tionally approved in 2016 and fully 
approved in 2021; and

Shelter Pet Spotlight
Hank has been a star at Ventura County Animal Services public adoption 

events, charming people of all ages. He happily returns his ball to your feet 
and even offers a polite paw shake like a true gentleman. At 4 years old, Hank 
has a fun, playful energy without being jumpy or overly hyper. VCAS staff and 
volunteers believe he would be a wonderful addition to almost any family.
	 Hank arrived at the shelter with 
another dog, who has since been adopted, 
and he has been waiting patiently for 
his turn for more than 100 days. He is 
open to having a canine sibling and is 
available for dog meet-and-greets.
	 Ask about waiving Hank’s adoption 
fee — VCAS will say yes.
	 Visit Hank from 1 to 5:30 p.m. at 
Ventura County Animal Services, 600 
Aviation Drive in Camarillo. He is also 
featured on the shelter website at vcas.
us/pittieparty.
	 To learn more about Hank and other 
shelter pets, visit vcas.us, email info@
vcas.us, or call 805-388-4341.

•	 Laverdia (verdinexor tablets), to treat 
lymphoma, conditionally approved in 
2021 and fully approved in 2025.
	 To date, there are no FDA-approved 
treatments for cancer in cats. Most cancer 
treatments for dogs and cats use drugs 
the FDA has approved for use in humans.
What are the Warning Signs?
	 The warning signs of cancer in dogs are 
similar to those in people, Troutman says: a 
lump or bump, a wound that doesn’t heal, 
any kind of swelling, abnormal bleeding. 
But generally, a pet owner should keep 
an eye out for what Troutman calls “the 
basics —changes in the normal functions 
of eating, drinking, peeing, pooping and 
sleeping — and contact their veterinarian 
if they have concerns.
	 “Emotional state, such as being 
withdrawn and irritable, can be another 
sign,” she says.
	 Both general veterinary practitioners 
and veterinary oncologists, as well as 
other specialists, treat cancer in cats and 
dogs. In general, veterinary practitioners 
work with veterinary oncologists to 
provide the diagnosis and the follow-up 
care for the pet during treatment, which 
may include blood work and imaging, 
such as x-rays or ultrasound examina-
tions, to monitor the animal’s progress.
	 There’s a fundamental difference 
between treating cancer in pets versus 
people. “Side effects from cancer 
treatment are usually fewer than those 
seen in people, and veterinarians work 
very hard to manage those side effects 
and maintain quality of life,” Troutman 
says. “There are even drugs that have 
been brought to market with the intent 
of managing common side effects, like 
vomiting or lack of appetite.”
Questions to Ask Your Veterinarian
	 Questions that pet owners may 
want to ask their veterinarian and veter-
inary oncologist when their pet has been 
diagnosed with cancer include:
•	 What treatments are available?
•	 What is the prognosis with each 	
	 treatment?
•	 What are the side effects of each 	
	 treatment and how will they affect 	
	 my pet’s quality of life?
•	 How long will I need to treat my pet?
•	 Will this treatment cure my pet’s 	
	 cancer? Will it make him more 	
	 comfortable?
•	 What is the cost of each treatment?
•	 How many visits back to the 
	 veterinarian are needed?
	 To learn more and to read the full 
article, visit FDA.gov. 

Image by Freepik

My Dog Has Cancer: What 
Do I Need to Know?
From the U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) 
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Events
Ventura:
Art Opening: Mother/Daughter 
Loving Collaboration of Abstract 
Paintings: Working Artists 
Ventura,175 S. Ventura Ave.
The show will be until Jan. 31 by ap-
pointment only. See www.facebook.com/
thewav for more details. www.rimamuna.
com.
Buddy Nation Bingo Game: Sun, Jan 
25, 2 - 4 pm. Unitarian Church, 
5654 Ralston St.
Helping the Homeless Dogs of Ventura 
with veterinary care, spay/neuter, food & 
supplies. Cash prizes and pull tabs. $45 
includes 10 cards, a marker and snacks, 
or pay at door. www.buddynationangels.
org.    
College Area Community Council: 
Wed, Jan. 28, in-person & Zoom. 
CAPS Media, 65 Day Rd. 
Meetings include speakers and discus-
sion on topics of neighborhood and 
community interest, including public 
safety and economic development. CACC 
represents citizens in the area bounded 
by Mills Road on the west, Hill Road on 
the east, city limits in the hillsides on 
the north, and the 126 Freeway on the 
south.  Visit the CACC website https://
caccventura.com for more information, a 
Zoom link to the meeting or to be added 
to the mailing list.
Ventura Friends of the Library Book 
Sale: Sat, Jan 31, 10 - 3:00 pm. Vons, 
Telegraph & Victoria 
6040 Telegraph Rd.
Book Sale Fiction, Non-Fiction, Young 
Adult; Children’s Fiction & Non-Fiction, 
Board Books; Picture Books; Graphic 
Novels & Manga; Vintage & Collect-
ibles; Puzzles, DVDs, CDs. Proceeds 
benefit  Ventura’s libraries. https://ven-
turafriendsofthelibrary.org.
On The Record: Documenting Your 
Story: Sat, Jan 31, 10 am – 1 pm. 
Museum of Ventura County, 
100 E Main St.
A community-focused day that helps 
families explore their roots and preserve 
their stories. Local city and college 
libraries, historical organizations, and 
community partners will be onsite. They 
will share tools, resources, and guidance 
for family and genealogical research. This 
free event offers inspiration, connection, 
and a chance to contribute to our shared 
history. No registration required. https://
venturamuseum.org/event/. 
NAMBA – Upcoming Events: 
47 South Oak St., 
Downtown Ventura
Visit https://nambaarts.com for full 
event line-up.
Fri, Feb 6 at 7 pm: Shawn Jones & Shane 
Alexander  rock the house with their in-
fectious, high-energy performances! 
Sat, Feb 7 at 2 pm: American Songbook 
Today  relives the glory of Gershwin 
through talented local performers!
Sun, Feb  15  at 3 pm: Focus on the 
Masters  presents  A Conversation with 
Margaret Garcia,  the first of four events 
this year! 
Sun, March 15  at 6:30pm: Farrell, 
Henszey, & Collins  are bringing  an 
evening  of beautiful music as a sweet 
fundraiser for Namba!
Fly Fishing Event: Sun, Feb 7, 9 am 
– 11 am, Chumash Park, Petit and 
Waco in East Ventura. 
Sespe Fly Fishers of Ventura will be con-
ducting our monthly “First Saturday” in-
troductory Fly Rod Casting and Intro to 
Fly Fishing clinic.  Whether you are an ex-
perienced fly fisher or a complete novice 
we want to help you improve your casting 

and learn to enjoy this great sport. If you 
don’t yet have a fly rod, don’t worry, 
just come and use one of ours. For more 
information contact Casting Program 
Coordinator Thomas Hall thomasfoley-
hall@gmail.com. (805) 377-5249. www.
sespeflyfishers.org.
Ventura Marathon: Sun, Feb 22. 
From Ojai to Ventura.
Looking to qualify for the Boston 
Marathon? This fast-track race is perfect 
with a mostly downhill course. This 
popular marathon is a scenic run that 
starts in the Ojai Valley and finishes in 
Downtown Ventura. The cool weather 
and downhill nature of this race is perfect 
for anyone working on a faster finishing 
time. www.venturamarathon.com.
Channel Islands PC User Group 
(CIPCUG): Sat, Feb 28, 2026. Event 
begins at 9:30 am. Online only.
Discussion, Tutorial, and Q&A sessions 
centered around Computers, email, the 
Internet, AI, and social media brokers 
such as X, Facebook, and Google.  Details 
for connecting to online events are 
emailed prior to the event.   To receive 
connection instructions, sign up at 
http://www.cipcug.org. 805) 289-3960.
Housing Trust’s Seventh Annual 
Compassion Campaign: Thur, May 
7, 5 pm - 8:30 pm. Walnut Grove at 
Tierra Rejada Farms.
This year’s one-of-a-kind event will be 
held under the stars. The Sweetest In-
vestment  gathers the leaders, partners, 
and supporters shaping the future of 
affordable housing in Ventura County. 
This year’s signature fundraising event 
highlights the sweet impact that we can 
make together when we invest locally. 
Together, we’ll demonstrate how strong 
community commitment can strength-
en affordable housing across the region 
and beyond. Join us for another evening 
of treat-filled immersive guest experi-
ences, inspiring speakers, and a diverse 
community of allies committed to 
creating affordable housing solutions. 
www.housingtrustfundvc.org.
Ongoing:
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society: 
Fourth Wednesday (second 
Wednesday in Nov/Dec), 7:30 – 9:30, 
Poinsettia Pavilion.
Join amateur enthusiasts interested in 
minerals, fossils, and jewelry making. 
We welcome individual and family 
members. We participate in Science 
Nights at schools and - in conjunction 
with the County Parks System at Camp 
Comfort - run a two-room museum 
open by appointment for school groups, 
homeschoolers and others. We have 
a youth group which meets regularly 
for activities. Enjoy field trips, lapidary 
classes to craft polished stones, speakers 
and refreshments at our meetings. Email 
info@vgms.org or visit www.vgms.org.
Island Packers Announces Whale 
Watching: Runs through mid-April: 
This is an annual event to see the Gray 
Whales with boats departing from 
Oxnard and Ventura Harbors. $49 per 
adult, $ 45 per senior (55+), and $ 36 per 
child. Gift Certificates Available for the 
cruises plus day, camp or kayaking at the 
Channel Islands National Park. Call 805- 
642-1393, visit www.islandpackers.com 
or visit their office at 1691 Spinnaker Dr., 
Suite 105B.
Ventura Senior Men’s Group: 
11:30 am - 1:30 pm, first and third 
Tuesdays. Pointsettia Pavilion.
Any man who considers himself in the 
“senior” category (and many who don’t) 
might benefit from a visit to the Ventura 
Senior Men’s Group lunch meetings - first 

and third Tuesday of the month.  Buffet 
luncheon with interesting speakers and 
good friends. Your first lunch is free.  We 
talk about everything except religion and 
politics. Eligible to all men 50+.  Call Lyle 
at 805-341-9820 or visit VSMG.net.  
Country Lovers Line Dancing: 
Ventura Moose Lodge. Tuesdays 7 - 
9 pm, 10269 Telephone Rd.
Easy dances, first time free. Any questions, 
leave message at 805-889-3132.
Ventura VFW Post 1679 – Sunday 
Brunches/Dinners:  3801 Market St.
Help support your local Ventura County 
Veterans: “Open to the Public Brunches 
and Dinners.”  Sunday Brunch 10 am - 1 
pm every Sunday. Prices from $8 - $15. 
Friday Night Dinners: 5:30 pm - 7 pm 
every Friday night. Prices depend on the 
menu for that night. $15 - $25. 805-642-
2674. https://vfw1679.org.
Overeaters Anonymous Meetings: 
In-person and Zoom.
Compulsive overeating, undereating, 
anorexia, bulimia, body image, or food 
obsession?  We are a 12 Step fellowship of 
support and recovery, offering multiple 
meetings in Ventura:  
Mon, 7 p.m.  Newcomers Meeting 
on Zoom.  For the meeting ID and 
passcode, please contact Christine B. 
(323) 573-7448
Thurs, 6:30 pm. In-person, 133 S. Laurel 
St. (small house next to the church).  
Please contact Bridgette (805) 709-4892
Sat, 10 am.  In-person, 133 S. Laurel St.  
(small house next to the church). Please 
contact Christine B.  (323) 573-7448
Sun, 1:30 pm.  In-person, Men’s Meeting 
(only), in-person.  For time, location 
and support, please contact Cliff (323) 
459-4772
Ventura County Philatelic Society: 
First and third Mon each month - 
7:30 pm.  
Church of the Foothills. https://ventura-
countyphilatelicsoc.org.
Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Ventura County: 
6:30 - 8pm, every Tuesday. 
Ralston St.
At DBSA support group meetings, we 
share experiences, personal feelings, in-
formation, and strategies for living suc-
cessfully. Groups are free, confidential, 
and open to people living with or who 
believe they may have depression, bipolar 

disorder, or another mood disorder. Join 
our community of hope, reassurance, 
and encouragement. Call (805) 665-3326‬ 
or Email  DBSAVentura@gmail.com  for 
more details and information.

Camarillo:
The Camarillo Quilters Associa-
tion: Feb 10. Doors open at 9 am. 
Pleasant Valley Community Center, 
1605 E. Burnley Dr., 2026. 
This meeting will feature Rob Appell 
– “Quilts from the Sea & Beyond”. 
California’s Surfing Quilter shares his 
journey from quilter to fabric designer, 
teacher, and YouTube video star.  Guest 
fee is $5.00. Come enjoy his trunk show 
of beautiful, original quilts. Rob Appell’s 
workshop on Feb. 11 will be a Scrap 
Masters quilt. https://camarilloquilters.
com.

Ojai:
Chamber On The Mountain Presents 
Phillip Levy, Violinist and Tae Yeon 
Lim, Pianist: Sun, Jan 25, 3 pm. 
Logan House, Beatrice Wood Center 
for the Arts, 8585 Ojai-Santa Paula 
Road in Upper Ojai.
An Extraordinary Musical Experience 
in a Setting of Extraordinary Beauty. 
Renowned violinist, Phillip Levy and 
pianist, Tae Yeon Lim, team up for a 
beautiful classical music program. on 
Sunday, January 25, 2026, at 3:00 pm 
in Logan House (located at the Beatrice 
Wood Center for the Arts in Upper Ojai). 
Tickets $40 at ChamberOnTheMoun-
tain.com. Audience members are invited 
to meet the artists at a lovely reception 
following the performance, with a special 
wine tasting by Stevenson Oaks Vineyard 
and Winery. www.chamberonthemoun-
tain.com.
Ojai Art Center’s Educating Rita: 
Though Feb 15 Doors open at 6:45 
pm on Fridays and Saturdays, and 
1:15 pm on Sundays
The Olivier Award–winning comedy by 
Willy Russell — a funny, intimate, and 
emotionally generous two-person play 
about curiosity, courage, and transforma-
tion. Tickets are available online at www.
OjaiACT.org, at the door, or email Herb@

Continued on page 15
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By Pam Baumgardner
VenturaRocks.com 
The highly anticipated Delta by the Beach 
album release party will be held at the 
Grape on Wednesday, January 21. The 
blues band’s new album, “Cold Night 
Rainy Day,” features 12 new original 
songs. The evening will include a meet and 
greet, storytelling and a live performance 
with special guests including Carl Sonny 
Leyland, Fito Del La Parra, Jimmy Calire 
and more. But wait, that’s not all…the $10 
admission includes a free raffle for band tee 
shirts, CDs, vinyl and more. 
	 I See Hawks perform at the Ojai 
Underground on Saturday, January 31, 
promising an unforgettable evening of 
harmonies, storytelling and psychedelic 
twang. Formed in 1999, and with nine 
albums under their belt, the Hawks have 
topped the Freeform American Roots chart 
four times, hit the Americana and Euro 
Americana Top Ten, and shared stages 
with Lucinda Williams, Dave Alvin, Old 
97’s, The Mavericks and more. Find out 
more at OjaiUnderground.com. 
	 A big tip of the hat to the Ventura Music 
Hall for providing a place for deadheads to 
come together to celebrate the life of Bob 
Weir, founding member of the Grateful 
Dead, who died of lung cancer at the age 
of 78 on January 10. Ventura has always 
been a hotbed of Dead fans dating back 
decades, starting when the band played 
at the fairgrounds in 1982 (returning 87, 
91, 92 & 95). Not all bands have such a 
community-based following, with so many 
bands paying tribute to their sound and 
continued tribute shows in high demand. 
The sold-out show included members of 
Cubensis, Jerry’s Middle Finger, The Alli-
gators, Shaky Feelin’ and more. I suspect 
more tributes will follow. 
	 Quick Notes: Brian Charette B3 Funk 
Party featuring Danny Carry of TOOL on 
drums returns to the Grape Friday, January 
30; Winchesters hosts a double header with 
Cory B. Clay & the Twains at 3 pm followed 
by the Joe Marcinek Band at 7 with Katie 
Skene opening and sitting in with the 
band on Saturday, January 24; Vaquero y 
Mar hosts the Ventura Gypsy Jazz Jam on 
Wednesday, January 28; The English Beat 
plays the Ventura Music Hall on Saturday, 
January 31; the Ventura County Concert 
Band plays a free concert of The Ventura 
High Auditorium on Sunday afternoon, 
February 1; the New West Symphony 
performs at the Performing Arts Center at 
Rancho Campana on Sunday, January 25, 
featuring the music of Rachmaninoff and 
Gershwin;  tickets are on sale now for 311 at 
the Ventura Theater March 4; and Tommy 
Quayle performs Petty by the Campfire on 
Sunday, February 1, at Santa Paula’s Fer-
mentation House; and speaking of which, 
Fermentation House acquired Anna’s 
Cider in Santa Paula awhile back and now 
it looks like they’re acquiring Four Brix in 
Ventura as well. Look for a possible name 
change in February. 

	 Do you have any music-related news or 
upcoming shows that you would like help 
publicizing? Please send all information, 
short or long, to Pam@VenturaRocks.com. 
For updated music listings daily, visit www.
VenturaRocks.com.

Live Music
For more listings, additional times 
and genres go to VenturaRocks.com
American Pie Coffee House
2211 Ventura Blvd., Camarillo
Fri 1/23: For Wizards Only
Sat 1/24: Corey Hugh Highburg
Fri 1/30: Cherry Circuit
Sat 1/31: Liana Jaden Band
Beatrice Wood Center for 
8585 N. Ojai Rd., Ojai
Sun 1/25: Phillip Levy, Tae Yeon Lim
Boatyard
1583 Spinnaker Dr., Ventura
Mondays: Katie Shorey
Tuesdays: Ken Devoe
Thursdays: Jim Friery (4p); Bluegrass Jam 
(6:30 pm)
Fri 1/23: Mack and D
Sat 1/24: Alphabet Astronauts
Fri 1/30: Big Ben
Sat 1/31: Katie Shorey
Bombay Bar and Grill
143 S. California St., Ventura
Fridays: Frank Barajas acoustic w/ Friends
Sun 1/25: The Ashford Gordon Band
Sat 1/31: Interia Band
Sun 2/1: House Arrest
Café Fiore
66 California St., Ventura
Wed 1/21: Wide Awakes
Fri 1/23: Brittney & the Bsides
Wed 1/28: Donna Greene
Fri 1/30: Brandon Ragan Project
Sat 1/31: Instone
Cantara Cellars
126 Wood Rd., Camarillo
Sat 1/24: James Bros. Band
Fri 1/30: Kelly’s Lot, Pam Taylor & the Flyin’ Vs
Sat 1/31: Midlife Crisis
Cooper Blues
591 Collection Blvd., Oxnard
Fri 1/30: Caught Red Handed
Sat 1/31: On Tap
Deer Lodge
2261 Maricopa Hwy., Ojai
Wednesdays: Open mic
Thurs 1/22: Steve Gunn
Fri 1/23: Dylan Cunningham
Sat 1/24: The Van Allen Twins, The 
Traveling Nobodies, Dylan Cunningham
Sat 1/31: Sadurn, Ella Hue, How Strange It Is
Duke’s Beach Grill
1124 S. Seaward Ave., Ventura
Sat 1/24: The Bob Bishop Band
Fermentation House
801 E. Main St., Santa Paula
Sun 2/1: Tommy Quayle’s Petty by the 
Campfire
Feros Ferio Winery
310 E. Ojai Ave., Ojai
Sat 1/24: Bogey & John
Sun 1/25: Emerald Thundercats

Sat & Sun 1/31 & 2/1: Nathan McEuen
Four Brix
2290 Eastman Ave., Ventura
Fri 1/23: We are the 80s
Sat 1/24: Barrelhouse Wailers
Sun 1/25: Teresa Russell, Stephen Geyer, Aviva
Fri 1/30: The Renegades
Garage
1091 Scandia Ave., Ventura
Fri 1/23: Soda Crackers
Sat 1/24: Soul Revival
Fri 1/30: Josephoenix
Sat 1/31: Valley Sons
The Grape 
2733 E. Main St., Ventura
Tuesdays: Gratitude Jazz Jams
Wed 1/21: Delta by the Beach album release
Fri 1/23: Hot Club of LA
Sat 1/24: RJ Mischo Blues Band (2p); 
Bobby West Trio (8p)
Tues 1/27: The Alison Shearer Quarter 
followed by Jam
Fri 1/30: Brian Charette B3 Funk Party 
feat. Danny Carey (TOOL)
Sat 1/31: Debbie Davies (2p); Barrelhouse 
Wailers (8p)
Harley’s Camarillo Bowling
305 Arneill Rd., Camarillo
Sat 1/24: Left at Greenland
Keynote Lounge
10245 Telephone Rd., Ventura
Sat 1/24: Skeleton Keys
Fri 1/30: Steph’s Rockin’ Roadshow
Sat 1/31: The Beta Macks
KJ’s
454 E. Main St., Ventura
Sundays: Braids & Dreads (6-8p)
Fridays: Braids & Dreads (6-8p)
Sat 1/24: Keyth G & the Drift Rites
Leashless Brewing
585 E. Thompson Blvd., Ventura
Sat 1/24: Top Shelf
Sun 1/25: Erik Lemaire Band
Thurs 1/29: 805 Jazz Jam
Sat 1/31: Neon Blonde
Lucky Fool’s Pub
75 E. High St., Moorpark
Fri 1/23: Tom Buenger
Sat 1/24: Mark Blasquez
Fri 1/30: 24 Strings
Sat 1/31: Doc Rogers Band
Magnavino Cellars
961 Rice Ave., Oxnard
Sat 1/24: Jayden Secor
Sun 1/25: Mary White Duo
Fri 1/30: Faultline
Sat 1/31: Ventu Park
Sun 2/1: Adam G.  
Majestic Ventura Theater
26 S. Chestnut St., Ventura
Sat 1/31: Mike Sherm
Manhattan
5800 Santa Rosa Rd., Camarillo
Wed 1/21: Mary White
Fri 1/23: Jeanne Tatum Trio
Sat 1/24: Lisa Ritner Trio
Fri 1/30: Tour Support
Sat 1/31: Jeanne Taum Trio
Margarita Villa
1567 Spinnaker Dr., Ventura
Sat 1/24: Crosscut 805
Tues 2/3: Smokey & Friends
Mrs. Olson’s
2800 Harbor Blvd., Oxnard
Sat 1/24: Will Kill, Whole Sale Murder, 
Psychotic Barnyard, Thunder 700
Sun 1/31: Angry Samoans, Vintage War, 
Trigger Damage, Slow Decay
Ojai Pub
914 E. Ojai Ave., Ojai
Mondays: Rose Valley Thorns
Wednesdays: Drea Van Allen
Fri 1/30: Grief & Sorrow
Sat 1/31: Katie Leigh and the Backyard Boys
Ojai Underground Exchange

616 Pearl St., Ojai
Fri 1/23: Red Coyote Band
Sat 1/24: The Refugees
Sat 1/31: I See Hawks
Ojai Valley Brewing
307 Bryant St., Ojai
Sat 1/24: Josephoenix
Sun 1/25: Benjamin Buttner
Sat 1/31: Crescent City Connection
Sun 2/1: Evan Tindall Jazz Funk Combo
Onyx
2390 Las Posas Rd., Camarillo
Fri 1/23: Vinny Berry
Sat 1/24: Jack Keough
Fri 1/30: Mack and D
Sat 1/31: Laurel Park Trio
Performing Arts Center at Rancho 
Campana
4235 Mar Vista Dr., Camarillo
Sun 1/25: New West Symphony
Sam’s Place
308 E. Ojai Ave., Ojai
Fri 1/23: TD Lind
Sat 1/24: Luis Narino
Thurs 1/29: Open mic
Sans Souci
21 S. Chestnut St., Ventura
Fri 1/23: Surge du Monde
The Shores
1031 Harbor Blvd., Oxnard
Fri 1/23: Smooth Groove Band
Sat 1/24: Gary Ballen
Fri 1/30: Doc Rogers Band
Sat 1/31: CRV
Strey Cellars
951 N. Rice Ave., Oxnard
Sat 1/24: Heathers on Fire
Sun 1/25: The Dirty Lowdown
Sat 1/31: Holger’s Heroes
Taqueria Jalisco Restaurant
4275 Tierra Rejada Rd., Moorpark
Tuesdays and Fridays: Jim Friery
Topa Topa Brewing
4880 Colt St., Ventura
Sun 1/25: Katie Leigh and the Infantry
Sat 1/31: James Bros. Band
Topa Topa Brewing 
2024 Ventura Blvd., Camarillo
Sun 1/25: Bella Lucareli
Sun 2/1: Natalie Wattre
Topa Topa Brewing Downtown
104 E. Thompson Blvd., Ventura
1/24: Gianna Bella
Tues 1/27: Katie Shorey
Tues 2/3: Chelsey Sanchez
Vaquero y Mar
435 E. Thompson Blvd., Ventura
Tuesdays: The Sea Hunters
Wed 1/21: Up Country
Wed 1/28: Ventura Gypsy Jazz Jam
Ventura Harbor Village
1559 Spinnaker Dr., Ventura
Sat 1/24: Jacob Marquez and the Good Vibes
Ventura High School
2 N. Cataline St., Ventura
Sun 2/1: Ventura County Concert Band
Ventura Music Hall
1888 E. Thompson Blvd., Ventura
Thurs 1/22: Vincent Neil Emerson, 
William Prince
Fri 1/23: MC Davo & Sabino
Fri 1/30: Mike Sherm
Sat 1/31: The English Beat
Sat 2/1: Mike Sherm
Mon 2/2: Dark Star Orchestra
Winchesters
632 E. Main St., Ventura 
Music 3-6 pm Sat & Sun; 7p Fri
Fri 1/23: Pull the Trigger
Sat 1/24: Cory B. Clay & the Twains (3p); 
Joe Marcinek Band (7p)
Sun 1/25: Caught Red Handed
Fri 1/30: CRV
Sat 1/31: Nautical Thrust
Sun 2/1: Surge du Monde
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Explore the All-New 
Ventura Breeze Online!The Ventura Breeze Unveils New Website

Our redesigned site features a cleaner, more 
modern look with easier navigation, plus 
expanded local coverage. Check it out and 
explore what’s new.

www.VenturaBreeze.com
www.VenturaBreeze.com

Our redesigned site features a 
cleaner, modern look with 
easier navagation and expanded 
local coverage. Check it out and 
explore what’s new.

Ventura Art SceneVentura Art Scene

Photo courtesy Channel Islands Maritime Museum

Thomas Hardcastle: An exploration of underwater motion and emotional 
balance, reflecting both the awe and vulnerability of the marine world.

La Aqua Vida: 
A Celebration of Coastal 
and Underwater Worlds
•	 Exhibition Details:
•	 Dates: February 12 – March 30, 2026
•	 Opening Reception: February 21, 4:30 – 6:00 pm: Meet the artists •	
	 and enjoy a first look at the exhibition. Free and open to the public.
•	 Channel Islands Maritime Museum, 3900 Bluefin Circle, Oxnard
	 Museum Hours: Thursday–Monday, 12–4 PM

Photo courtesy of Our Ventura

Our Ventura TV hosts, left to right: Sandra Siepak, MB Hanrahan, and 
Monique Nowlin.

Our Ventura TV 
Launches 2026 Series 
Celebrating County Arts
Our Ventura TV is proud to present its 2026 special series: “Arts and the Heart 

of Ventura County.” This new series explores the role of local artists, 
arts organizations, and cultural institutions in enriching community 
life and driving economic vitality across the region.
	 Since 2008, Our Ventura TV has been an award-winning weekly 
talk show, broadcast on Ventura cable channel 6 and available online 
at OurVentura.com and social media. The program highlights non-
profits, community leaders, and individuals “doing good things 
in Ventura County,” with businesses welcome to participate with 
non-commercial messages.
	 The 2026 series will shine a spotlight on the often-unsung creative 
sector, showing how arts and culture foster identity, innovation, jobs, 
and social connection.

The Channel Islands Maritime Museum presents La Aqua Vida, a joint 
exhibition by artists Thomas Hardcastle and Carmen Lamp, whose con-
trasting yet complementary visions explore the emotional, environmen-
tal, and poetic dimensions of ocean life. Through vivid marine paintings 
and luminous shoreline pastels, the artists reveal the profound dialogue 
between the world below the surface and the world we inhabit above it.
	 Hardcastle brings viewers into the f luid, expressive realm of under-
water motion. His featured work, “War and Peace”, a 24x36 oil painting 
selected for the  2024 Artists for Conservation (AFC) Exhibition in 
Vancouver, BC, and included in the exhibition’s hardcover book, ref lects 
the tension and serenity found in the natural world. “That underwater 
world is so different from ours — movements are more f luid, and surreal 
scenes are more common. I’m always balancing the awe of nature with 
the emotional truth of the creatures I paint,” says Hardcastle. His orca 
painting “SuperCruisers” similarly merges scientific inf luence with ex-
pressive interpretation, capturing space, calm, and the quiet power of 
marine movement.
	 Lamp’s soft-pastel works offer a luminous counterpoint, opening a 
window to the meditative rhythms of the shore. Through shifting light, 
ref lection, and atmosphere, her pieces — including “Curlew’s Ref lec-
tions”  — evoke the emotional resonance of coastal landscapes. “Every 
piece is a discovery. I paint to honor the places that inspire me, and I 
hope the viewer feels even a trace of what I felt when I first experienced 
the scene,” Lamp explains.
	 Together, Hardcastle and Lamp reveal a world shaped by tides, depth, 
and light — a world whose beauty and vulnerability are inseparable. La 
Aqua Vida  invites audiences to ref lect on the intertwined ecosystems 
that define our coasts and seas, and the profound presence the ocean 
holds in our lives. www.cimmvc.org. Phone: 805-984-6260.

	 Local Artists & Creators: Personal stories from painters, musicians, 
sculptors, performers, writers, and digital artists.
Cultural Institutions & Arts Organizations: Behind-the-scenes at 
museums, theaters, and nonprofits that provide education and outreach.
Economic Impact: How arts fuel tourism, support small businesses, revi-
talize downtowns, and attract talent.
Community Enhancement: How cultural programs promote education, 
wellness, therapy, and social connection.
	 “Our arts community is the soul of Ventura County,” says host MB 
Hanrahan. “They inspire innovation, create jobs, and strengthen our 
shared identity.” Host Monique Nowlin adds, “This series gives artists 
a platform to share their passion and remind us that culture starts at 
home.”
	 “Our creative economy is a powerful, often undervalued engine for 
positive change,” said director Michelle Hoover. Founder George Alger 
notes, “Arts and culture build vibrant neighborhoods where people want 
to live, grow, and put down roots.”
	 How to Watch: Tune in on Ventura cable channel 6 TV or online at 
OurVentura.com and across social media.
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Solutions on page 11

(For a beginners guide to playing Sudoku go to venturabreeze.com)

Solutions on page 11

Lighter Breeze

The Spats

Amber Waves

Play Better Golf with JACK NICKLAUS

Out on a Limb

Tiger

Santa Barbara’s Professional Theatre Company   etcsb.org   805.965.5400

BY 

Ian Shaw 
AND 

Joseph Nixon
DIRECTED BY 

Pesha Rudnick

WILL BLOCK

as Richard Dreyfuss

ADAM POOLE

as Roy Scheider

FEBRUARY 4-22

GI
LD

ART JACKSON

as Robert Shaw

Three 
legendary actors.
One broken shark.

The incredible 
story behind the 
making of JAWS.
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2026 Ventura Breeze 
Reader Survey 

 
As a truly local publication, the Breeze has established itself 
as more than just a news source — it’s a vibrant part of the 
fabric of our city, committed to informing, engaging, and 
connecting readers with the people, businesses, and stories 
that define Ventura. This short survey takes about 4 minutes 
to complete.

Your Input Helps Guide What 
We Cover and How We Serve 

Our Readers
To show our appreciation, we’re offering participants the 
option to enter a drawing to win a $100 Visa gift card. To 
enter, simply complete the survey and provide your name, 
phone number and email address at the end. Your survey 
responses will remain anonymous and contact information 
will be used only to contact the winner. Drawing will take 
place on 2/28/26.

www.venturabreeze.com/survey

We Value Your Feedback! 

Continued from page 11
ojaiact.org  to make reservations. For 
more information, call  805-640-8797  or 
visit www.ojaiartcenter.org

Oxnard:
Rooted in Nature, Powered by 
Art - OPAC’s 5th Annual Native 
Plant Fest: Sat., Jan 24, 11 am –4 
pm. Oxnard Performing Arts Center, 
800 Hobson Way. 
This family-friendly, free event brings 
the community together to celebrate 
California’s native plants through 
hands-on activities, educational 
workshops, art, and local food. More 
than 40 booths and food trucks 
including  House of Tacos Grill. For 
more information and a full schedule 
of workshops and activities visit www.
theopac.org/native-plant-fest.
Oxnard Film Society Screening: 
Mon, Feb 16, 3:30 pm and 6:30 pm. 
Plaza Cinemas, 255 West 5th St.
No Other Choice - 2025 Korea. 2hr 
19 minutes. Comedy/Drama/Mystery/
Thriller. Rated R In Korean with English 
subtitles. Official submission of Korea 
for the ‘Best International Feature Film’ 
category of the 98th Academy Awards 
in 2026. General Admission: $11.75 
- Seniors/Children/Students: $8.50 - 
Matinee: $9.25. www.Oxnardfilmsociety.
org.

 Santa Barbara:
The Granada Theatre - Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra: Fri, Jan 23, 
7:30 pm. Granada Theatre, 
1214 State St.
The legendary Symphony Orchestra 
returns to Santa Barbara for a rare tour 
performance under the direction of 
its Music Director Emeritus for Life, 

Riccardo Muti. For more than five 
decades, Maestro Muti has been a com-
manding presence on the world’s concert 
stages, shaping the sound of leading or-
chestras and opera houses as one of the 
last great Italian maestros in the tradition 
of Toscanini. www.granadasb.org.
Ensemble Theatre – The Shark is 
Broken: Feb 4 – 22. 
Vic, 33 West Victoria St.
It’s 1974. The set of Jaws. The mechanical 
shark is malfunctioning, the schedule is 
in shambles, and three actors - Robert 
Shaw, Richard Dreyfuss, and Roy 
Scheider - are stuck on a boat, battling 
egos, alcohol, and artistic frustration. A 
razor-sharp, behind-the-scenes look at 
the making of one of the greatest films 
of all time. Runtime: 95 minutes without 
intermission. Recommended for ages 13 
and up.  805-965-5400, boxoffice@etcsb.
org https://etcsb.org.

1000 Oaks:
Kathleen Madigan’s The Day 
Drinking Tour: Fri., Mar 27, 8 pm. 
Fred Kavli Theatre. 2100 Thousand 
Oaks Blvd.
Award-winning comic’s uproarious 
new stand-up show. As a premiere 
stand-up comedian for the last three 
decades, Madigan sells out marquee 
theaters across the country and is one 
of the few female comedians to tour 
over 250 days a year.  Coming from a 
long line of Midwestern union workers, 
Madigan has always approached 
stand-up as a job and by doing so has 
established herself as one of the most 
successful road comics ever. Tickets 
are priced starting at $38.75. www.
ticketmaster.com, or through the 
Bank of America Performing Arts Box 
Office. 805-449-2787 or visit www.
bapacthousandoaks.com.

Events

Time: 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. Location:

JAN 
29

FEB 
5

FEB 
26

Fair Housing 
Essentials 

Basics  
of Renting

Legal Landscape  
for Landlords

Presented by: 
Ventura County  

Coastal Association  
of Realtors

Presented by: 
Housing  

Rights Center

Presented by: 
Ventura County  

Coastal Association  
of Realtors

Ventura Housing  
Connections Series

Learn about property and rental rights and responsibilities, housing 
standards, communication tools, and resources available in Ventura.
Register and submit questions at cityofventura.ca.gov/VHCS

Ventura City Hall 
501 Poli Street 
Community Meeting Room

Free workshops for tenants, property owners, and property managers.

Carbajal Urges Review
Continued from page 1
threatened or endangered. “Vandenberg 
has been a responsible steward of this 
land. As more of the base is developed, 
it is vital these species receive full protec-
tion under federal law,” he added.
	 Carbajal requested written responses 
within 30 days regarding noise mitiga-
tion, environmental protections, and op-
erational impacts. He also asked that the 
Air Force and Space 
Force provide ongoing 
updates to his office 
and the community as 
planning progresses.
	 The Congress-
man emphasized 
that while su-
per-heavy launch 
vehicles offer ad-
vantages for civil, 
commercial, and 
national security 
space missions, “ad-
vancements in space 
technology must 
not impose undue 
burdens on nearby 
communities or 
come at the expense 
of the local environ-
ment. We must work 
to find a balance and compromise.”
	 As a senior member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, Carbajal 
has long worked to address space launch 
noise and its effects on local residents. In 
December 2025, he secured language in 

the annual defense policy bill requiring 
commercial space launch services to 
study noise and explore potential mit-
igation technologies. Earlier in 2025, 
he introduced the Space Launch Noise 
Mitigation Study Act, requiring the Air 
Force to assess launch impacts and make 
recommendations to protect neighbor-
ing communities.
	 Vandenberg has seen a significant 
increase in launches, from a few per year 

to 66 in 2025, a pace 
expected to continue 
growing. While the 
base has implement-
ed noise-monitoring 
measures, adjusted tra-
jectories, and shifted 
non-critical launches 
to daytime hours, 
Carbajal warned that 
super-heavy vehicles 
could overwhelm these 
efforts.
	 He also 
raised operational 
concerns, noting that 
the proposed site is 
near essential infra-
structure, including 
the boat dock, and 
that regular su-
per-heavy launches 

could disrupt other base operations.
	 The Congressman’s letter under-
lines the need for careful, communi-
ty-centered planning as Vandenberg 
moves forward with its heavy/su-
per-heavy launch capabilities.

“Advancements in 
space technology 
must not impose 

undue burdens on 
nearby commu-
nities or come at 

the expense of the 
local environment. 
We must work to 

find a balance and 
compromise.”
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RSVP (805) 919-8312

SIGN UP FOR OUR EMPOWERED SENIOR
LIVING PRESENTATION SERIES

ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH &
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS FROM 

VENTURA COUNTY SENIOR TRANSITIONS

A NEW SESSION EACH MONTH!
FRIDAYS AT NOON

JAN 23 | FEB 20 | MAR 20

Life really is this fun at the Townehouse!

Book Your Tour Today
(805) 919-8312

Welcome to the Ventura Townehouse, a carefully designed
retirement community that maximizes enjoyment, comfort,
and an expansive life at every level, including independent

living, assisted living, and memory care.

We invite you to discover the unique beauty of this premier
luxury resort senior community nestled on over 12 acres of

lush, verdant landscapes. The Ventura Townehouse is
unmatched in retirement communities in its expansive

park-like beauty, and unparalleled views of the ocean and
mountains.

From the moment you step onto our beautiful property,
you’ll experience a sense of wonder and belonging. Here

you’ll enjoy indoor-outdoor California living at its finest, with
daily strolls through impeccably landscaped grounds filled

with vibrant flowers, plants, and trees. Ventura’s natural
beauty with its picturesque views, magical sunrises and
sunsets, and near-perfect weather year-round offers an

exceptional daily lifestyle.

At the Ventura Townehouse, we offer lifestyle options and
compassionate care services specially designed to fit your
unique needs. If you’re seeking the finest retirement living

community for yourself or a loved one, one visit will convince
you that the Ventura Townehouse is the ideal place to retire

and embrace the next chapter of your life.

Yes!

 Proudly Serving Our
Community Since 1965


