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A message from 
Mike Powers
Dear Ventura County Community 
Members,
 We are grieving with the Asian 
American community and all of the 
victims of the horrific shootings in 
Atlanta Tuesday night that took eight 
lives, six of whom were women of Asian 
descent. This is the latest in a series of 
heinous attacks against Asian Americans 
across this nation, and sadly, these are 
not isolated events. Since the start of 
the pandemic, we have seen a disturbing 
rise in inflammatory and xenophobic 
rhetoric, harassment, and violence 
against Asian American communities.
 We will continue to ensure that our 
county is a place where all people are 
welcome and our diversity is celebrated. 
We stand in solidarity with members 
of the Asian American community 
and those facing discrimination, hate 
incidents, fear, and intimidation. We 
must do everything in our power to 
make their safety a priority and to stand 
against all forms of injustice.
 There is never justification for such 
violence and there is no truth to any 
account that blames any particular group 
for COVID-19 or any of its variants.
 We must do our part by continu-
ing to encourage ongoing discussions 
around topics of race, and the longstand-
ing history of racism in our country, to 
break down the barriers that separate 
us, no matter how uncomfortable these 
topics may be. Engaging in dialogue 
about these topics does not create di-
visiveness. Divisiveness already exists 
in our society, but through dialogue, 
even when uncomfortable, healing and 
change can begin.
 We ask all to stand in solidarity 
with members of our community who 
are experiencing this and other forms 
of racism and xenophobia. We must 
remain vigilant and continue working 
as a community to identify effective and 
actionable ways to address this and all 
forms of prejudice, stigmatization, and 
racism. 
Sincerely,
Mike Powers
County Executive Officer

 When Captains Patricia and Juan 
Torres came to lead the Ventura Salvation 
Army Corp, the married couple had their 
work cut out for them. It was July of 2020, 
and the pandemic was in full swing, and 
like most things in this crisis, established 

On March 19, at 3:20pm, the Ventura County Fire Communication Center received a 
report of a large vehicle fire in the 300 block of Tioga Dr. A fire response was dispatched 
to the area and the first fire resource on scene reported a large trash truck on fire. Fire 
resources initiated a quick and aggressive fire attack using hose lines and ground ladders, 
which kept the fire to the area of origin.

Captains Patricia and Juan Torres of the Salvation Army Ventura Corps in the facility’s food 
pantry.

New leadership at Salvation Army
by Amy Brown

programs and the development of any new 
ones required some new strategies. The 
Torres’s had been involved with Salvation 
Army for more than 15 years, having pre-
viously served in downtown Los Angeles 
working with the homeless and youth 

efforts, so they were no strangers to develop-
ing creative solutions for challenging issues. 
However, joining a new community during 
a pandemic did not make transitioning to 
the new roles easy. “We are very happy here, 
it’s such a wonderful community and we’ve 
been welcomed very lovingly, but it’s been 
very difficult to get to know the community 
in general, since a lot of meetings and 
groups that the Ventura Corp is part of is all 
now done by Zoom,” said Captain Patricia 
Torres. “That being said, it was an opportu-
nity for us to think outside the box.” 
 Torres shared that during the holidays, 
the well-known donation kettles usually 
seen and heard outside local establishments 
had to be shifted to operating about 95% 
online. “It really took an army (no pun 
intended) to get that accomplished,” she 
said. “We can’t thank our advisory board 
and donors enough, they really stepped in 
at a time when we were new, and they got 
the online program going.” Since then, 
the Torres’s have being overseeing the 
food pantry, and facilitated opening that 
service two extra days a week to support 
the community in need; it is now available 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
They continue to provide rental assistance 
support and have launched a new utility 
program with Southern California Edison’s 
Energy Assistance Fund (EAF), offering 
support of $100, or $200 for all electric 
accounts, verified by Edison, with applicants 
eligible for assistance once every 12 months. 
There is also a program available for any 
household affected by Covid-19, with the 
option to apply for assistance up to $200, 
with EAF households eligible for up to $300.
 Torres reports that the Ventura Salvation 
Army is now also receiving donations of new 
clothing for the community, which is a new 
offering. “We are in the works of trying to 
get a temporary building to have a clothes 
closet,” says Torres. “In the meantime, if 
someone needs clothing, men, women and 
children, we have many donations.” 
 Asked how local community members 
can best contribute and make a difference 
in the Salvation Army’s current efforts, 
Captain Juan Torres replied, “We will accept 
non-perishable food, and hygiene kits 
(toothbrush, toothpaste, trial-size soap, 
shampoo, condition, lotion). These items 
are so important and inexpensive. It can 
make a huge difference in the lives of those 
we serve.”
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The Ventura Breeze is celebrating 14 years of publishing local news thanks to the support of the Ventura 
community and our advertisers. The time has come, however, for us to ask our dedicated readers to 
consider helping us continue publishing during this difficult time. Due to the lack of advertisers (which 
we understand) we really need your generous support to continue to bring local news to the community. 
In order to do this, we are starting the Ventura Breeze Honor Roll. The names of Honor Roll donors will 
be published in the paper unless donors don’t want to be shown. As the publisher of this community’s 
favorite newspaper, we appreciate the relationship we have with our readers and we pledge to keep bringing 
you all the local news and events.

There are a couple ways to contribute and be a 2021 Honor Roll Donor. You can go to our website (www.
venturabreeze.com) where you fill find a DONATE link at the top of the page and use the PayPal button to 
make a donation, which allows you to pay by credit card or with your PayPal account. If you would rather 
pay by check or have the Breeze staff process your donation, you can use the form below and mail in your 
check or credit card information. You may also contribute by going to www.gofundme.com/f/support-
the-breeze.

We thank our latest donors Chris & Suzy Reinhart and John & Susan Knapp “Keep up the great work. 
Love the Harbor Patrol”.

A NEW BREEZE FEATURE. YOU MAY NOW POST FREE STUFF IN THE 
VENTURA BREEZE. MUST BE AVAILABLE IN VENTURA FOR PICK UP. 
SMALL PHOTOS WILL BE CONSIDERED. EMAIL TO EDITOR@VEN-
TURABREEZE.COM. MAXIMUM 50 WORDS.

FOR EXAMPLE:
PROPERTY ON MARS. PERFECT LOCATION FOR A GAS STATION. TITLE 
CAN BE PICKED UP IN VENTURA. CONTACT LETSTALK@GMAIL.COM

Community Events
March 28: This Sunday NAMBA 
Performing Arts Space kickstarts 
its’ return to regular programming 
with a monthly streaming event 
featuring musicians, dancers and 
improvisational theatre. Dubbed 
‘IN PERFORMANCE Live’, the show 
is donation based and designed to 
re-engage a shuttered community in the 
power of artistic expression. Curated by 
Doc Ventura of Delta by the Beach, Cathy 
Butter formerly of Aloft Dance Theatre 
and Ventura College Dance, and Gary 
Best of Ventura Improv, IN PERFOR-
MANCE Live is NAMBA’s collaborative 
expression of performance as a means to 
bridge rising waters in challenging times. 

Submissions 
now open for 
22nd Ojai Film 
Festival
 The Ojai Film Festival (OFF), ranked 
one of the top 100 Best Reviewed Festivals 
on FilmFreeway, continues to grow 
in prestige. The festival, which begins 
November 4, 2021, showcases the finest 
new films by emerging and established 

Due to on-going issues related to the 
pandemic and the nearly impossible re-
strictions on live performance, NAMBA 
has been shuttered to audiences for the 
last year. With vaccines and loosening 
restrictions, NAMBA is anticipating a 
return to live community service. Tamara 
Varney, Chairperson of NAMBA’s 
Board said, “NAMBA seeks to engage 
Community partners to safely access 
our Theatre, to energize performing arts 
disciplines and to deliver programs to the 
public.” To contact NAMBA, or for infor-
mation on upcoming limited in-person 
dance and theatre classes, senior 
and youth programming, continued 
streaming/zooming opportunities for 

teachers and performers, as well as to 
register for IN PERFORMANCE Live, 
visit nambaarts.com. 
April 17: George Yenney Book Signing 
Saturday 1-3 pm Bank of Books 748 
E. Main (805) 643-3154. Mr. Yenney, 
a Navy brat, was born in Virginia, raised 
in California and attended military 
boarding school in Wisconsin before 
serving two tours with the U.S. Navy in 
Vietnam. He earned degrees from UCSB 
and CSUDH. He has lived in Oregon, 
Texas and Mexico. For more than a 
decade he taught English and conducted 
international business in the republic 
of China on Taiwan. He was a bilingual 
educator in Oxnard for 20 years. He 
speaks Spanish and Chinese. He currently 
resides in Ventura where he is working on 
his next novel.
 George has seven novels to share at 
this book signing. They are: “Ventura, A 
Novel of 1975”, “Education by Chaos”, 
“The Cayeguas File” “West Pac”, “Nayeli 
Means, “I Love You”, “Ellie, A Vietnam 
War Romance” and “The Spoils of War”.

filmmakers from around the world. Both 
the film and screenplay competitions 
opened to submissions March 1. 
 Out of the 77 films in the 2020 OFF 
three made it to the short list for Oscar 
consideration. In the previous 20 years 15 
alumni received Academy Award nomina-
tions, two won an Oscar, and numerous 
others went on to gain distribution and 
win prestigious awards.
 “Our festival provides a valuable 
service to filmmakers,” Artistic Director 
Steve Grumette said. “We give them 
access to a highly appreciative audience, 
including film industry professionals 
who can help guide their careers.”
 Films screened in the festival become 
eligible to win OFF trophies and awards. 
The Limelight Award for Best Student 
Film comes with a Panavision camera 
rental package worth $60,000 USD. 
Other honors include the Sergio Aragones 
Award for Best Animated Film, and the 
Bill Paxton Award given to a filmmaker 
from Ojai or Southern California.
 The event provides audiences with 
a diverse lineup, many groundbreaking 
works otherwise inaccessible to the 
public, which embody the OFF theme: 
“Enriching the Human Spirit through 
Film.” Past submissions of short and 
long narratives, short and long docu-
mentaries, and animations. represent 
over 46 countries. Now in its sixth year 
the Screenplay Competition last year 
brought in entries from as far away as 
Edinbridge, Kent, UK, as well as from all 
over the US.
 At this time plans for the 2021 OFF 
foresee a mix of physical in-theater 
experiences and online accessibility. 

Continued on page 16
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City News Having second thoughts
about where you made your 

PREARRANGEMENTS?

©adfinity®

BOYKO & REARDON 
TELEGRAPH ROAD MORTUARY & CREMATION 
15 Teloma Dr. • Ventura, CA 93003

805-765-4137
FD#2390

ReardonFuneral.com

JOSEPH P. REARDON  
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE

757 E. Main St. • Ventura, CA 93001
805-643-8623

FD#883

— WE HONOR —
PREARRANGEMENTS

made at any other funeral home.
If you’re concerned about changes at the funeral home where you’ve made 

prearrangements, we have good news…we’ll honor them.

If you would like information regarding transferring your prearrangements 
to our firm, or any other way we can help, please call us.

 The Ventura Harbor entrance 
channel and sand trap (the area 
behind the offshore breakwater) 
require annual maintenance dredging 
in order to ensure that vessel traffic 
can safely access the harbor and its 
maritime support facilities. This 
effort is a responsibility of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. The Corps 
usually accomplishes the dredging in 
the first quarter of each calendar year 
provided that Congress has included 
funding for the effort in their current 
federal budget.
 The need for the maintenance 
dredging results from the down 
coast movement of an average of 
about 600,000 cubic yards of sandy 
material each year which is deposited 
by littoral processes in the sand trap 
and entrance channel. If this material 
is not dredged and deposited on 
the down-coast beaches, the harbor 
entrance can become unsafe for vessel 
navigation. Securing the necessary 
Congressional funding for the 
dredging effort, given the continual 
budgetary difficulties confronting 
the Congress, is an ongoing challenge 
that the Port District works diligent-
ly to facilitate. For this reason, the 
District must devote considerable 
effort to regular coordination with 
the Army Corps of Engineers with 
their District office in Los Angeles, 
the Division office in San Francisco, 
and their Headquarters in Washing-
ton, D.C. The District is also blessed 

Dredging is required to ensure 
that vessel traffic can safely access 
the harbor

to receive strong support from Rep. 
Julia Brownley’s office as well as 
from Senators Dianne Feinstein and 
Kamala Harris in its quest each year 
for $5 to $7 million in dredging funds.
 The Port District is responsible for 
permitting, funding and contracting 
the periodic maintenance dredging 
of all navigation channels within the 
inner harbor and harbor entrance. 
Cooperatively, the City of Ventura 
works with the District to maintain 
access to the Ventura Keys. In order 
to assure that funds are available to 
fulfill its obligation, the District has 
established a $3 Million dredging 
reserve. During the current dredging 
program, the District and City plan 
to dredge the Ventura Keys stub 
channel, provided the environmental 
conditions for dredging are met 
 The Manson Construction 
Company will be dredging the 
entrance to Ventura Harbor as well as 
the sand trap, located to the West of 
the channel, as well as the inner harbor 
stub channel to the Ventura Keys.
 The Ventura Harbor Master stated 
that vessels are currently experiencing 
soft groundings in the Stub Channel 
within Ventura Harbor on a frequency 
of 3-4 times per month with increas-
ing frequency and about 4-7 hard 
groundings have occurred over the 
last 6- 9 months that have caused 
damage to vessels and/or required 
towing assistance from the Harbor Patrol 
or tow boat to safely free the vessels. 

The Changing 
Faces of Ventura 
County: Women 
Taking the Lead
 This special Zoom program is free 
with registration!
 Join us for The Changing Faces of 
Ventura County: Women Taking the Lead, 
a special Museum of Ventura County 
Zoom program on Wednesday, March 31st 
from 6:30-8:00 PM. This online program is 
free but requires advanced registration.
 In honor of National Women’s History 
month, the Museum of Ventura County will 
host a panel discussion with elected leaders 
from all 10 cities in Ventura County. At no 
other time in history have so many women held 
elected office in Ventura County. Currently, in 
2021, the County has 23 women elected to 
serve as supervisors, mayors, and councilmem-
bers. This panel will be moderated by Dr. Trudy 
Tuttle Arriaga, Associate Dean of Equity and 
Outreach, Program Director, Oxnard & Main 
Campus M.A. in Educational Leadership & 
Distinguished Educator in Residence from 
California Lutheran University and the recent 
co-author of Leading While Female. The dis-
cussion will provide candid observations by 10 
dedicated and passionate civic leaders.
 City representatives participating include: 
Councilmember Susan Santangelo, City of 
Camarillo Councilmember Christina Villase-
nor, City of Fillmore, Mayor Janice Parvin, 
City of Moorpark, Mayor Betsy Stix, City of 
Ojai, Councilmember Vianey Lopez, City of 
Oxnard, Councilmember Laura Hernandez, 
City of Port Hueneme, Councilmember Leslie 

Cornejo, City of Santa Paula, Councilmember 
Ruth Luevanos, City of Simi Valley, Mayor 
Claudia Bill-de la Pena, City of Thousand 
Oaks, Mayor Sofia Rubalcava, City of Ventura.
 Join us to learn about their motivation 
to serve their communities, their trials, and 
triumphs as elected officials, and most im-
portantly their hopes and aspirations for 
the future. “I am so inspired that in a time 
of extreme challenges, local women have 
answered the call to serve and support their 
communities through elected office,” stated 
Denise Sindelar, Deputy Director of the 
Museum of Ventura County. 
 For more information, please email 
Denise Sindelar at dsindelar@ventura-
museum.org. 
 While we remain closed due to the 
on-going pandemic, we encourage you to 
visit us digitally and explore the growing 
list of online resources, activities and local 
history. The generosity of our vibrant 
community is sustaining us until we are 
able to reopen. Consider becoming an 
MVC Member or making a gift today.
 The Museum of Ventura County cele-
brates, preserves and interprets the art, history 
and culture of Ventura County, the California 
Channel Islands and the surrounding region 
through its collections, exhibitions, events, 
educational programs, publications and its 
research library, and serves as a gathering 
place for the community. The Museum has 
two locations.  The main museum is located 
at 100 East Main Street, Ventura, CA 93001 
and is open Tuesday - Sunday 11 a.m. – 5 p.m., 
805-653-0323. The Agriculture Museum is 
located at 926 Railroad Avenue, Santa Paula, 
CA 93060 and is open Wednesday – Sunday 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m., 805-525-3100.  For more in-
formation,visit venturamuseum.org.
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Opinion/Editorial

Sheldon Brown
Publisher-Editor

The only way 
to combat 

criminals is by 
not voting for 

them.
– Dayton 

Allen

n    Wonderful  that 
new county regulations 
are allowing most 
businesses to open and 
allow inside dining 
and other activities. 
There are still some 
restrictions, but things 

are getting somewhat back to normal. 
Schools will be opening also.
 Ventura County is on its way to 
recording one of the driest rainy seasons on 
record.
 Rainfall totals have reached less than 
one-third of normal for this time of year. 
 A few was supposed to be storms but 
never happened.
 Average rainfall in April totals around 
an inch to an inch and a half for most areas. 
Much of Ventura County would need 8 or 
more inches just to get close to normal for 
this time of year.
 In Ventura, normal would be about 
12”, and we have had 3.3”. 
n Ventura County reported Wednesday 
that it had administered 281,751 
COVID-19 vaccine doses: 195,297 first 
doses and 86,454 second doses. More 
information about who’s eligible and how 
to make an appointment can be found on 
the county’s website.
 Vaccines have eradicated most 
common diseases. Hopefully, they will 
eliminate COVID but only if enough 
people get vaccinated. 49% of Republican 
males say they will not be vaccinated, 
even though Trump was vaccinated in the 
White House but didn’t let people know. 
Leadership at its finest.
 Some say it is their right not to get 
vaccinated, that is true and okay if they live 
on an island by themselves, but they are 
jeopardizing the lives of others.
 These are the percentages of diseases 
eliminated by vaccines.
Measles    99%
Pertussis (whooping cough) 92%
Mumps    98%
Rubella    99%
Smallpox   100%
Diphtheria   99%
Polio    100%

n The US Food and Drug Administration 
warns of investigation of acute non-viral 
hepatitis illness linked to “Real Water” 
brand alkaline water. Do not drink, cook, 
sell or serve “Real Water.”
 The US Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), along with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and the 
Southern Nevada Health District is 
investigating a number of reports of acute 
non-viral hepatitis in the state of Nevada.
 The consumption of “Real Water” 
brand alkaline water is the only common 
link identified among all of these cases 
to date. This brand of alkaline water is 
owned by Real Water Inc., headquartered 
in Mesa, Arizona.
 Although the investigation is ongoing, 
epidemiologic information currently 
indicates that this alkaline water product 
may be the cause of the illnesses. 
 “Ventura County is one of those few 
places in the nation where this product is 
sold. Please do not use any more of this 
product if you have any,” said Doctor 
Robert Levin, Public Health Officer. “See 
a physician if you begin to develop any of 
the symptoms of hepatitis, the most typical 
of which are dark urine, light colored stool 
and yellow eyes.”
 Consumers, restaurants, and retailers 
should not drink, cook with, sell, or serve 
“Real Water” alkaline water, until more 
information is known about the cause of 
the illnesses. These products include but 
are not limited to 5-gallon containers (sold 
through home delivery/subscription), 
bottles (sold on-line and in stores), and the 
“Real Water” concentrate (sold on-line).
n Guns in the news
 A 21-year-old white man went on a 
shooting spree at several Georgia spas, 
killing eight people, including six 
Asian women.
 Capt. Jay Baker, a spokesperson for 
the Cherokee County sheriff’s office, 
said, during a press conference about the 
murders about murderer, Robert Aaron 
Long: “Yesterday was a really bad day for 
him, and this is what he did.” When I have 
a really bad day, I have a glass of wine. 
Amazing thing to say.

 Since March 19, 2020, there has been 
3,800 reported hate incidents against Asian 
Americans. This is just a small percentage as 
most hate crimes go unreported. Recently 
this is becoming a daily event. 
 A worker shot and killed two 
colleagues at a supermarket distribution 
center near Milwaukee before crashing 
his vehicle during a police pursuit and 
then killing himself.
 A 21-year-old woman was killed, and 
eight people were wounded following 
a shooting early Saturday at a Dallas 
nightclub, police said.
 Officers responded to an active 
shooter call around 1:30 a.m. at the Pryme 
nightclub after a “disturbance” between 
two groups of people according to the 
Dallas Police Department.
n The House passed the Bipartisan 
Background Checks Act of 2021, a measure 
that would require universal background 
checks on all commercial gun sales, 
part of a new push for gun control after 
Democrats won control of the Senate.
 Some Republicans strongly objected 
to the expanded checks, one saying they’re 
“meant to turn law-abiding citizens into 
criminals.” Despite their criticism, eight 
Republicans backed the bill, which passed 
227-203. Citizens are law abiding until they 
commit a crime or kill someone. 
n For the fourth year in a row, Finland 
has come out on top in the annual list for 
the most happy country. Iceland, Denmark, 
Switzerland, and the Netherlands followed 
in second, third, fourth and fifth position. 
The United States moved up from 18th to 
14th place. But never near the top.
n Some Democrats, and Republicans, 
want New York Governor Cuomo 
to resign or to be impeached for 
inappropriate actions toward women. 
How ironic that Republicans are calling 
for his impeachment while they have 
never felt the same toward Trump who 
bribed several prostitutes (oops, I mean 
porn stars who get paid for having sex 
with men) and has bragged that he 
could have sex (while married) with any 
woman that he wants. He makes Cuomo 
look like a saint. Scum1 and scum2 
(sounds like a Dr. Suess title).
 Former President George W. Bush 
said the January 6 Capitol riot made 
him “sick to my stomach” and that he 
continues to be “disturbed” by it. “I 
can’t remember what I was doing, but 
I was sick to my stomach … to see our 
nation’s Capitol being stormed by hostile 
forces,” Bush said in an interview with 
The Texas Tribune. Bush said the siege 
“undermines rule of law and the ability 
to express yourself in peaceful ways in the 
public square.” “This was an expression 
that was not peaceful,” he added. “I am 
appalled by the reckless behavior of some 
political leaders since the election and 
by the lack of respect shown today for 
our institutions, our traditions, and our 
law enforcement,” he said. “The violent 
assault on the Capitol and disruption 
of a constitutionally mandated meeting 
of Congress was undertaken by people 
whose passions have been inflamed by 
falsehoods and false hopes.”
n A Hamas Islamic court in the Gaza 
Strip has ruled that women are required 
to have permission from a male in order 
to travel outside of the territory. Further 
restricting the rights of women and their 
movement and lives. 

Breeze:               
 To vaccinate or not to vaccinate?   
Responsibility to vaccinate is individual.  
Revolving questions to vaccinate or not 
keeps us stuck in perpetual indecision 
mode. Such as, will I get sick, will it be 
effective and for how long, why the need 
to wear a mask and stay six feet away after 
vaccinating are on the minds of most.  
The array of theories highjack’s common 
sense, creates confusion and fear, leaving 
us wondering what’s right for us individ-
ually and collectively.
 Yes, our world has been turned on 
its ear, for one year! We’ve been living 
on the edges of survival for longer than 
anticipated, weathering the fallout from 
the great pause and pandemic storms of 
2020. Even the freedom to hug, gather in 
crowds, eat indoors, come and go mask 
less may seem light years away.  
 The tipping point is in tow and a 
reality for 2021. History has shown 
the herd mentality can tip the scales 
and level out our normal. Learning, 
changing, growing starts with suiting 
up, showing up and opening up to 
new thinking and doing. This allows 
our perspective to reshape and fill the 
holes of ignorance with knowledge, 
understanding and ultimately com-
passion. 

 We can no longer afford to ignore 
the decline even extinction of plant 
and animal life on earth! Our personal 
and world views are seen from the 
vistas and peaks of our minds. We trek 
our way by way of braving the elemen-
tals, environmentally and emotion-
ally then with new eyes watch them 
transfer change into and onto our 
everyday life.  We are moving towards a 
new dawning of humanitarianism and 
by shaking hands with regenerative 
action, renewal shall surely follow.
Karen Leslie

Breeze:
 In regards to former Mayor Sandy 
Smith’s March 10th comments about the 
shortage of water from ground water wells 
and Lake Casitas, he forgot to mention 
the many new housing units currently 
being built in our city. I’m in support of 
higher rates because of the great service 
the water company does with limited 
resources. Also,thanks to the past and 
present city council members for getting 
us closer to being like our neighbor city 
of LA.
Thanks
Breeze Supporter
Chris Reinhart

Continued on page 16
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It’s Spring...  It’s Spring...  
Come see what is bloomingCome see what is blooming
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Thurs, Fri & Sat 11am - 5pm (805) 658-0805
Private Shopping Available  Call (805) 340-4393

805 Gift Emporium

2500 Channel Drive, Ventura, Ca 93003

Home, Seasonal & Inspirational Decor & Gifts, 
Cards, Jewelry & MORE!

Mark Watkins will serve as Board President.

New board 
leadership at 
Ventura Land 
Trust 
 The Board of Trustees of Ventura 
Land Trust elected a new leadership 
slate to start 2021. Retired Ventura city 
manager Mark Watkins will serve as 
Board President, backed by Vice President 
Jill Shaffer. Sylvia Schnopp steps into 
the role of treasurer and John Hankins 
continues as secretary.
 Mark Watkins, a registered California 
Civil Engineer, has enjoyed a long career 
of public service working for the County 
of Kern as the Public Works Director, for 
the City of Thousand Oaks, and most 
recently as City Manager for the City of 
Ventura. Mark retired from the City of 
Ventura in 2017. 
 Watkins takes the helm months after 
Ventura Land Trust opened Harmon 
Canyon Preserve, a project 10 years in 

 ‘Sometimes all it takes is a look.’
 “The Ventura County Animal 
Shelter in Camarillo currently has 
dogs, cats, rabbits, mice, birds, snakes, 
turtles, chickens and roosters available 
for adoption,” according to, Randy 
Friedman, the Marketing Manager. “We 
also occasionally have horses, chame-
leons, bearded dragons, and other exot-
ic-type animals.”
 The adoption process has changed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  “We 
have continued to provide services 
while conducting all business in a safe 
and healthy manner,” Friedman said.  
“Those who are interested in adopting 
a dog are asked to schedule a virtual 
adoption counseling appointment 
at  www.vcas.us/Scheduling. After the 
initial phone consultation, if all feel 
a good match is likely to be made, we 
will schedule a time for them to come 
in, meeting the animal in person, and 
adopting them if they choose to.”
 Cat adoptions have also changed 
due to the pandemic.  “Even though 
cat adoptions occur on-site at the 
Camarillo Animal Shelter from 2:00pm-
4:00pm daily, those who are interested 
in adopting a cat need to come to the 
Camarillo Animal Shelter (600 Aviation 
Dr. Camarillo, CA 93010) at 9:00am to 
put their name and phone number on a 
clipboard, which is made available in the 
parking lot area.”
 “For adopting rabbits,” according 
to Friedman, “we are asking the public 
to contact our Ventura County Animal 
Services Bunny Brigade, which is an 
all-volunteer run group who takes care 
of our rabbit population.  Their email is:  
VCASBunnyBrigade@gmail.com.  Those 
who are interested in adopting other 
pets can follow the same procedure that 
is outlined for dog adoptions.  The full 
adoption process is at:  www.vcas.us/
adoptionprocess.
 “A safe environment for all shelter 
guests has been made due to the 
pandemic,” according to Friedman.  
“Our appointment-based pet adoption 
system has resulted in thousands of pet 
adoptions since the pandemic began.  
Now we have an adoption counseling 
process that is virtual, which starts out 
with a phone consultation.  A telemed-
icine process has been implemented in 
order to allow our foster care-givers 
access to our veterinarian for medical 
consultations.  We’ve also promoted 
the use of an online licensing system, 
and established a drop-box at the 
Camarillo Shelter.”
 The Ventura County Animal Shelter 
provides a wide variety of services.  
These include:  medical care; animal 
behavioral evaluations/modifications; 
and, animal enrichment.  Friedman also 
emphasized that, “Our teams respond 
to calls for assistance in the community, 
from the capture of aggressive animals, 
to the rescue of injured wildlife.”  Our 

Ventura County Animal Shelter in 
Camarillo during the Pandemic
by Carol Leish

published annual report highlights many 
of our services (www.vcas.us/2020Annu-
alReport.)”
 “As a municipal/government run 
agency with a 501c3 non-profit fund-
raising arm (Animal Services Foundation 
of Ventura County),” Friedman said, 
“there are many ways the public can help 
us, which includes:  becoming a foster 
parent; making a monetary donation; 
donating items listed on our Amazon 
Wish List (www.vcas.us/Donate); and/
or pledging to adopt pets. In Memory of, 
or in Honor of donations can be made 
at:  www.vcasFoundation.org/donate).  
Those who want to volunteer, please go 
to:  www.vcas.us/volunteer; those who 
want to foster, go to:  www.vcas.us/foster.  
Our Amazon Wish list is at:  www.vcas.
us/AmazonWishList.  Amazon Smile is 
at:  www.vcas.us/AmazonSmile.  For a 
complete list of ways to help, please go 
to:  www.vcas.us/ways-to-help.   Also, 
we would like to highlight our Lost and 
Found page (www.vcas.us/Lostand-
Found).  The animals we have in our care 
are listed at: (www.vcas.us/pets.) 

the making. The preserve, open daily to 
the public for free, offers over 2,100 acres 
of land to the public. More than eight 
miles of trails for hiking and biking wind 
through meadows and oak groves. The 
land is permanently designated for con-
servation. “We’re here for the long run. A 
land trust is forever and is a steward to 
the land,” says Watkins.
 Executive Director Derek Poultney 
is grateful for Watkins’s expertise and 

guidance. “Now that Harmon Canyon 
Preserve is open and thousands of people 
are able to enjoy Ventura’s hillsides for 
the first time in generations, we have 
the opportunity to collaborate with the 
community in new ways. Mark’s leader-
ship has been instrumental in connecting 
us with new partners and navigating our 
growth and development as an organiza-
tion,” says Poultney. 

Continued on page 13
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As valued partners and dedicated 
professionals, our doctors can be relied 
upon to do their best for our patients 
every day. Now, in the midst of a very 
real and serious health concern, our 
doctors are going above and beyond 
to ensure the well-being of our patients 
and the safety of our community. On 
National Doctors’ Day, and every day, 
we thank them—the heroes among us.

Dignity Health Medical Group is a service  
of Dignity Health Medical Foundation.

St. John’s Pleasant 
Valley Hospital

St. John’s Regional 
Medical Center

Dignity Health 
Medical Group

There’s never 
been a more 
appropriate  
time to thank  
our doctors.

ARE YOU AN AMATEUR CARTOONIST? SEND YOUR CARTOON TO EDITOR@
VENTURABREEZE.COM

Aera’s Healthy/
Well Community 
challenge for 
students
 Aera Energy partners with Ventura 
Education Partnership (VEP) in challeng-
ing our community to think about and 
support student health/wellness. Now 
through April 15, Aera will match any

Continued on page 13

The Bookmark 

About Libraries 
and Friends
by Jill Forman

 The good news continues for 
Ventura’s libraries.  Ventura County 
entered the Red Tier on the 15th, which 
means computer access returning at the 
branches.  Contact your local branch for 
hours, and to make reservations.  Also, 
the Friends of the Library can plan a 
book sale next month.  We have so many 
quality books at our warehouse and are 
excited to share them with the book 
loving community members.
New Librarian
 Dolly Knight has been appointed 
Senior City Librarian for Ventura, starting 
the week of March 23rd.  Staff have been 
covering that position in addition to 
their normal duties plus dealing with the 
constant changes of the pandemic.  They 
deserve a lot of appreciation for the job of 
keeping everything running smoothly.
 Dana Vinke, Deputy Library Director, 
sent this information about her:  
Dolly began her library career at the Ojai 
Library as a Library Technician. She later 
worked at the Camarillo Library, then 
served as Director of the Ventura County 
Law Library for 3 years... She has been a 
Senior Librarian for the Santa Barbara 
Public Library where she oversaw Patron 
Services and Branches.  Ms. Knight was 
City Librarian for the Ventura County 
Library’s East Region overseeing the Ray 
D. Prueter, Piru, Fillmore and Oak Park 
Libraries.”
Grant awarded
 Kudos to our amazing Fund 
Development Team for their work 
securing this.
 Ventura Friends of the Library has 
announced an initial gift of $7,000. from 
Aera Energy LLC to kick off its funding 
campaign for Ventura County Libraries 
online tutoring program BrainFuse.
 BrainFuse is a virtual, free, bilingual 
tutoring program for students from 
elementary school through early college.  
The tutors help students work through 

their problems so that they can do it 
themselves next time.
 To access BrainFuse, go to the 
main library website, vencolibrary.org, 
click on the elibrary tab, and scroll 
down the alphabetical listing to Help 
Now.  Or use this address:   https://
www.vencolibrary.org/library-collec-
tion/help-now-brainfuse
 There is an instructional video on 
YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=RgUXOeP2IFs&list=PLCz8pIX-
NBjhi-L22vZecNVHVtE5pGJpiI.  There 
are videos in English and Spanish.
 “It is no secret that our students are 
struggling during this pandemic and 
we need to do what we can to support 
continued learning,” explains Michele 
Newell, public affairs representative for 
Aera Energy.  “BrainFuse is a free program 
families can use to keep students on track 
and provide them the extra help they may 
need.  We are partnering with Ventura 
Friends of the Library because Aera has 
always been a steadfast supporter of 
education and programs that help our 
children be their absolute best.  They are 
our future and we are keenly invested in 
the future of our community.”
Change in Hill Road book group date
 Due to a schedule conflict, the 
group will meet Tuesday, April 6th at 5 
PM.  Linda Cherry will send out a Zoom 
link in the coming weeks.  The book is 
The Vanishing Half.
Online bookstore update
 “Lots of good fiction and DVD’s” says 
Leslie Bellmore, the online bookstore 
guru.
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 Endurance activities, often referred 
to as aerobic, increase your breathing 
and heart rates. These activities 
help keep you healthy, improve your 
fitness, and help you perform the tasks 
you need to do every day. Endurance 
exercises improve the health of your 
heart, lungs, and circulatory system. 
They also can delay or prevent many 
diseases that are common in older 
adults such as diabetes, colon and 
breast cancers, heart disease, and 
others. Physical activities that build 
endurance include:
Brisk walking or jogging
Yard work (mowing, raking)
Dancing
Swimming
Biking
Climbing stairs or hills
Playing tennis or basketball
 Increase your endurance or 
“staying power” to help keep up with 
your grandchildren during a trip to 
the park, dance to your favorite songs 
at a family wedding, and rake the yard 
and bag up leaves. Build up to at least 
150 minutes of activity a week that 
makes you breathe hard. Try to be 
active throughout your day to reach 
this goal and avoid sitting for long 
periods of time.
 Do a little light activity, such as 
easy walking, before and after your 
endurance activities to warm up and 
cool down.
 Listen to your body: endurance 
activities should not cause dizziness, 
chest pain or pressure, or a feeling like 
heartburn.
 Be sure to drink liquids when 
doing any activity that makes you 
sweat. If your doctor has told you to 
limit your fluids, be sure to check 
before increasing the amount of fluid 
you drink while exercising.
 If you are going to be exercising 
outdoors, be aware of your surroundings.

You’re never too old to learn new exercises.

Endurance exercises for older adults
 Dress in layers so you can add or 
remove clothes as needed for hot and 
cold weather.
 To prevent injuries, use safety 
equipment, such as a helmet when 
bicycling.
 Your muscular strength can make 
a big difference. Strong muscles 
help you stay independent and make 
everyday activities feel easier, like 
getting up from a chair, climbing 
stairs, and carrying groceries. Keeping 
your muscles strong can help with 
your balance and prevent falls and 
fall-related injuries. You are less 
likely to fall when your leg and hip 
muscles are strong. Some people call 
using weight to improve your muscle 
strength “strength training” or “resis-
tance training.”
 Some people choose to use weights 
to help improve their strength. If you 
do, start by using light weights at first, 
then gradually add more. Other people 
use resistance bands, stretchy elastic 
bands that come in varying strengths. 
If you are a beginner, try exercising 
without the band or use a light band 
until you are comfortable. Add a band 
or move on to a stronger band (or 
more weight) when you can do two sets 
of 10 to 15 repetitions easily. Try to do 
strength exercises for all of your major 
muscle groups at least 2 days per week, 
but don’t exercise the same muscle 
group on any 2 days in a row. 
 Always remember to breathe 
normally while holding a stretch.
 Talk with your doctor if you are 
unsure about a particular exercise.
 For More Information About 
Exercise and Physical Activity:
American Council on Exercise
888-825-3636 (toll-free)
receptionist@acefitness.org
www.acefitness.org
American Physical Therapy Association
800-999-2782 (toll-free)

New exercise 
book
 NIA’s new exercise book will help 
you learn about the many types and 
benefits of exercise and physical 
activity so you can stay healthy as 
you age. Research has shown that 
exercise is not only good for your 
physical health, it also supports 
your emotional and mental health. 
Whether you’re just starting out, 
getting back to exercising after a 
break, or are fit enough to run a 
three-mile race, this book is for 
everyone, including those who live 
with a disability or chronic health 
condition.

 The book will help you learn 
about:
 Types and benefits of exercise and physical activity
 How to get started 
 Ways to reduce your health risks by doing activities safely
 How to stay on track
 Visit NIA’s publications ordering website to download, print, or order the 
new exercise book.
 https://order.nia.nih.gov/info

Your Local Insurance 
Resource Center

Specializing in
Medicare • Long Term Care 

Investments • Dental
Life Insurance 

Estate Planning  

5808 Telephone Road • Suite 200 • Ventura, CA 93003
805.684.6480   www.alegacys.com

CareGivers

Home Health

Palliative Care

Hospice

Livingston has just received the prestigious 

SHPBest Superior Performer Caregiver Satisfaction Award for 2019.  

It acknowledges our continuous focus on delivering 

 the highest quality of care for our patients.

1996 Eastman Avenue, Suite 101 | (805) 642-0239 | lmvna.org

Set your  
mind at ease. 

We are honored  

to be recognized  

for the warmth, skill  

and experience we 

provide to our hospice 

patients and families.
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A s s i s t e d  L i v i n g   ~   M e m o r y  C a r e

2211 E Gonzales Rd | Oxnard, CA 93036 | PacificaOxnard.com

Lic#565802425

805-413-4460

It's a new day, and it's yours!
Spacious apartments

Heartland Assisted Living &

Legacies Memory Care

program

Gourmet Chef prepared meals

Near to St John's Medical

Center, local shopping

including Camarillo Outlets

Tailored activities program

And, much more!

TOUR TODAY & SPIN

THE WHEEL FOR

MARCH MOVE-IN

SPECIALS

 The American Rescue Plan includes 
important provisions that will help older 
adults get the supports they need at 
home and boost their financial security.
 The $1.9 trillion relief package also 
includes health care improvements that 
will make it easier for adults aged 55 to 
65 to afford care.
 NCOA has championed many key 
provisions in the bill to increase funding, 
including for nutrition programs and 
community services.
 The American Rescue Plan, signed 
into law by President Biden on March 11, 
includes critical relief to older adults in 
need as the nation continues to recover 
from the coronavirus pandemic. Nearly 
30 million Americans have contracted 
COVID-19, with the death toll now 
surpassing 532,000. Eight in 10 deaths 
reported are adults aged 65+.
 The $1.9 trillion relief package is a 
step forward in ensuring resources are 
targeted to the most vulnerable. The law is 
expected to contribute to greater economic 
stability—potentially reducing the adult 
poverty rate by more than a quarter and the 
child poverty rate by half. Below you’ll find 
a summary of the final package, including 
several of NCOA’s priorities. 
 More than 11 million older adults and 
their caregivers rely on Older Americans 
Act (OAA) programs to stay independent. 
These include senior centers, healthy 
aging programs, nutrition, in-home 
services, transportation, caregiver 
support, and elder abuse protections. 
The law earmarks $1.43 billion for OAA 
programs, including:
Nutrition services such as home-deliv-
ered meals ($750 million)
Supportive services, including 
COVID-19 vaccination outreach and 
efforts to address social isolation ($460 
million)
The National Family Caregiver Support 
Program, which provides caregiver 
counseling, support groups, training, 
and respite care ($145 million)
Evidence-based health promotion and 
disease prevention programs, including 
for falls prevention and chronic diseases 
($44 million)
Nutrition and supportive services for 
Native American communities ($25 
million)
The Long-Term Care Ombudsman 
Program, which advocates on behalf of 
individuals living in nursing homes ($10 
million)
Medicaid Home Care Services
 The law invests $276 million per 

“Thank you, is it okay if I give a little of the 
milk to the cat?”

American 
Rescue Plan 
will help older 
adults
by Howard Bedlin 
Vice President of Public Policy and Advocacy 
at NCOA

year in the Elder Justice Act over the next 
two years. This will support programs 
to combat elder abuse, promote elder 
justice research and innovation, enhance 
Adult Protective Services, and provide 
protections for residents of long-term 
care facilities.
 Older adults are eligible for direct 
COVID relief under the act. Individuals 
earning $75,000 per year and couples 
earning $150,000 will receive the full 
$1,400 per person stimulus check. 
These amounts are gradually reduced 
and then phased out for individuals 
earning over $80,000 and couples 
earning over $160,000.
 Roughly 5 million low-income adults 
aged 60+ rely on the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) to 
afford food. Many older adults need more 
than the average $121 per month SNAP 
benefit, especially as COVID restrictions 
make it harder to access food.

VCAAA seeks 
applicants for 
three advisory 
council vacancies
 The Ventura County Area Agency on 
Aging (VCAAA) is seeking applications 
from individuals interested in serving 
on the Agency’s community-based 
Advisory Council.  There are currently 
three vacancies, including one for a rep-
resentative of individuals with disabili-
ties, one representative of the LGBTQ+ 
community, and one representative for 
family caregivers. New appointments 
are now being considered for terms 
beginning July 1, 2021. 
 The representative of individuals 
with disabilities will have a vested interest 
in advocating for people of all ages living 
with disabilities, while a member of the 
LGBTQ+ population will be selected to 
represent, and advocate for, older adults 
who are also members of the LGBTQ+ 
community. The individual selected 
to represent family caregivers will have 
personal and/or professional experience 
as a family caregiver. 
 Individuals with a strong interest in 
any of the vacant positions are encour-
aged to apply. The deadline for submit-
ting applications is April 29, 2021. 
 For more information, visit www.
vcaaa.org, call (805) 477-7306, or 
e-mail Jannette.Jauregui@ventura.org.
 The purpose of the Advisory Council 
is to recommend the direction of 
programs and services for older adults, 
people with disabilities and caregivers 
in Ventura County. By law the Advisory 
Council is required to have a majority of 
its membership 60 years of age or older 
and reflect the economic, geographic, 
and ethnic composition of the County. 
Older adults and minority representa-
tives are strongly encouraged to apply.  
The Advisory Council meets once a 
month six (6) times a year.

COVID-19 
Vaccines for 
Older Adults
 You can help protect yourself and the 
people around you by getting the vaccine 
when it is available. Studies show that 
COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective in 
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For more information on our gracious lifestyle, please call 

805-647-0616 111 North Wells Road, Ventura, CA 93004
RCFE#565802467

At The Palms at Bonaventure Assisted Living and Memory Care, we enhance the quality of life for all of our residents. Included in 
the affordable monthly rate are services such as, three delicious meals served in our dining room, designed to meet our resident’s 
nutritional as well as diet texture needs, full fitness and activitiy programs, housekeeping with linen service, paid utilities, on-site 
Registered Nurse, LVN’s, and Registered Dietician services monthly.

• Diabetes care including CBG and insulin management

• Podiatry services available

• Mobile weekly laboratory services available

• Hospice Care

• Memory Care Unit with delayed egress, engaging and safe 

environment, and behavioral management

• Vital sign and weight monitoring

• Assistance with bathing, dressing, laundry, and incontinence care.

• Two-person transfers with lifts

• Fall Prevention Program

• Safety call system with onsite staff response 24/7 Medication 

Management

Experience our 
gracious lifestyle at 

The Palms at 
Bonaventure

Personal Services at The Palms at Bonaventure can be tailored to meet each resident’s specific needs, ranging from 
minimal assistance to extensive assistance, and can include:
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During 
a global 
pandemic, 
education 
and 
community 
thrive online
 The Oasis Institute, a nonprofit ed-
ucational organization dedicated to 
enriching the lives of adults ages 50+, 
has announced the launch of Oasis 
Everywhere, a virtual lifelong learning 
platform with an expansive menu 
of online classes aimed to provide 
seniors with social connections and 
enrichment as they continue to shelter 
in their homes during the COVID-19 
pandemic.
 Oasis Everywhere offers live 
online courses led by top instructors 
from across the country, making it 
possible for anyone in the U.S. to par-
ticipate in exclusively curated classes 
and seminars streamed from Oasis 
Centers across the country. Utilizing 
a simple online platform and Zoom 

preventing severe illness from COVID-19.
 You can’t get COVID-19 from the 
vaccine.
 Depending on the kind of 
COVID-19 vaccine you get, you might 
need a second shot 3 or 4 weeks after 
your first shot.
 After getting the vaccine, some 
people have side effects. Common 
side effects include:
 pain where the shot is given,
 fever,
 chills,
 tiredness,
 or a headache for 1-2 days.
 These are normal signs that your 
body is building protection against 
COVID-19. Learn more about what to 
expect after getting your COVID-19 
vaccine.
 Even after getting the COVID-19 
vaccine, you should still:
wear a well-fitting mask that covers 
your nose and mouth when around 
others
stay at least 6 feet away from others
avoid crowds
avoid poorly ventilated spaces
wash your hands often
 We still have more to learn about 
how COVID-19 vaccines work in re-
al-world conditions, so it is important 
to continue to follow all safety recom-
mendations to help stop the pandemic.
 The vaccine is free of charge to 
people living in the United States. 
However, your vaccination provider 
may bill your insurance for admin-
istering the vaccine. No one can be 
denied a vaccine if they are unable to 
pay this cost.
 Scam Alert: If anyone asks you to 

video conferencing, anyone can easily 
explore their interests regardless of 
geographic location, mobility, or 
travel constraints.
 Affordably-priced classes are 
easily searchable and open for reg-
istration through the Oasis Every-
where website, oasiseverywhere.org. 
Available courses cover a variety of 
topics ranging from art and history 
to science, religion, cooking, technol-
ogy, current events, health, and more.
 “Through Oasis Everywhere, you 
can learn alongside your mom, dad, 
grandparent, neighbor or friend as 
we all adjust to pandemic life while 
also prioritizing our older loved ones 
who need support and care,” said Paul 
Weiss, PhD, President of The Oasis 
Institute. “We have carefully curated 
Oasis classes with the interests of 
adults ages 50+ in mind, but we have 
found that our topics really have a 
broad appeal, especially in these days 
of self-quarantine.”
 The need for online classes 
increased exponentially in 2020 due 
to the isolation experienced by so 
many seniors during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The National Poll on 
Healthy Aging conducted by AARP 
and Michigan Medicine in June 2020 
reported 56 percent of respondents 
over the age of 50 sometimes or often 
felt isolated, more than double the 
number in the same study from 2018. 
The Oasis Institute launched Oasis 
Everywhere to address that need. 
Participants on the platform have 
reported that their learning experi-
ences are valuable, varied and offer 
high-quality intellectual stimulation 

amongst the uncertainty. Participants 
have something to look forward to as 
they see old friends and make new 
ones through the interactive video 
sessions.
 Founded in St. Louis, Missouri, 
for nearly 40 years, Oasis Centers 
and partners throughout the country 
have served adults ages 50 and over 
as a “home away from home” with 
robust educational offerings that 
include arts and humanities, science 
and technology, health education and 
exercise programs.
 Oasis Everywhere is open for in-
dividual enrollment and offers group 
enrollment for senior centers and 
care facilities that want to provide 
additional enrichment to their 
residents. The classes offer a turnkey 
solution and enrollment group 
discounts for facilities that want to 
expand the variety of opportunities 
for learning and social activities that 
they offer. Senior living communities 
who register residents receive a 15% 
discount. 
 To sign up for classes, visit www.
oasiseverywhere.org and view the 
growing list of courses to choose 
from. 
 Find more information about 
the Oasis Institute on Facebook at @
OasisInstitute, on Twitter at @Oasis-
Institute, on LinkedIn at The Oasis 
Institute, or via their website www.
oasisnet.org.
 Note: Even though Oasis is a 
non-profit most classes do have a 
small fee. The Breeze is printing this 
for your information, this is not an 
endorsement.

pay for access to vaccine, you can bet 
it’s a scam. Don’t share your personal 
or financial information if someone 
calls, texts, or emails you promising 
access to the vaccine for an extra fee.
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Los Angeles’ top spot in the American 
Kennel Club’s (AKC®) 2020 ranking of 
the most popular AKC-recognized dog 
breeds in the U.S. The French Bulldog 
was also recognized as the #1 pup in West 
Palm Beach, FL and San Francisco. 
 Pomeranians have gained a bit of pop-
ularity moving from a 10th spot ranking 
to 9th, signifying the only real change in 
Los Angeles’ 2020 list.  
 “The French Bulldog continues to be a top 
favorite for people of Los Angeles for a third 
year in a row,” said AKC Executive Secretary 
Gina DiNardo. “This breed’s playful, alert and 
smart temperament make it a popular choice 
for both current and potential dog owners.”
 Los Angeles’ top 5 breeds for 2020:
 1. French Bulldog
 2. Bulldog
 3. Labrador Retriever
 4. German Shepherd Dog
 5. Golden Retriever
 The AKC also announced its nation-
wide rankings at the AKC Museum of the 
Dog in NYC. 
 The Labrador Retriever celebrates a 
milestone!  The loveable Lab remains the 
number one most popular breed in the 
United States for the 30th year.
 While the Lab holds firmly to the top 
spot, the French Bulldog has continued 

to skyrocket in popularity. The Frenchie 
landed at number two in 2020, knocking 
the German Shepherd Dog down to third. 
The German Shepherd Dog had been the 
second most popular dog breed since 2009.
 Most Popular Breeds Nationwide 2020
 1. Labrador Retriever
 2. French Bulldog  
 3. German Shepherd Dog
 4. Golden Retriever
 5. Bulldog
n Get ready for what El Paso Animal 
Services is calling “Straylight Savings,” 
a play on daylight savings time. Animal 
Services is asking you to take time to 
check if your pet’s microchip is up to date.
 While the fire department reminds 
residents to check the batteries in your 
smoke detector when daylight savings 
starts and ends, Animal Services said it’s 
also a great reminder to check the contact 
information on your pet’s microchip.
 El Paso Animal Services said microchips 
are so important in making sure that your 
pet gets back home to you in case they ever 
get lost, but only if the contact information 
attached to the chip is current and registered.

Dedicated 
to Scamp

The Pet Page 

Lost pet? Go to LostCatVenturaCounty.com or 
LostDogVenturaCounty.com - free websites for finding and 

posting when you’ve lost or found a cat or dog.

Animals of all sorts can join the ScampClub. Email me your picture 
anda little about yourself to Scampclub@venturabreeze.com. 

You will be in the Breeze and become world famous.

Join Scamp Club

Scamp Club
(Scampclub pets are not for adoption.)

Kitty Cat Tiffany, a 
lucky rescue cat.  I 
was adopted from 
Greyfoot Cat Rescue, 
which is in Oak View. 
I’m a Siamese Mix. 
Aren’t I beautiful?

 805.641.1170    110 A & B N. Olive St., Ventura CA 93001     www.spanonline.org  

SPANSPAN Thrift Store Thrift Store
SPAY/NEUTER ANIMAL NETWORKSPAY/NEUTER ANIMAL NETWORK

Requesting Donations of Clothing, Requesting Donations of Clothing, 
Tools and Small Kitchen AppliancesTools and Small Kitchen Appliances  

WE ARE OPEN!WE ARE OPEN!
10am - 4pm Tues, Thurs & Sat10am - 4pm Tues, Thurs & Sat

Call us today!Call us today! 

$10 Low/No Income

Spay & Neuter

Tuesday, April 13th

Albert H. Soliz Library - El Rio

2820 Jourdan St., Oxnard, CA 93036

Must call for appointment

(805) 584-3823

$10 Low/No IncomeSpay & NeuterTuesday, April 20thShiells Park parking lot.
649 C Street, Fillmore, CA 93015Must call for appointment(805) 584-3823

n     SPAN Thrift Store 
is open to the public 
and looking for do-
n a t i o n s  o f  a d u l t 
clothing, household 
items and tools if 
you’ve got items you 
no longer use. SPAN 
Thrift Store regularly 

provides $10 spays and neuters for low 
income households with cats and dogs.
 Three upcoming clinics in April are: 
Tuesday, April 13th at the Albert H. 
Soliz Library - El Rio, 2820 Jourdan St., 
Oxnard, 93036, a second one on Tuesday, 
April 20th at Shiells Park, in the parking 
lot, located at 649 C St., Fillmore, 93015 
and a third one on Tuesday, April 27th 
at SPAN Thrift Store parking lot 110 N. 
Olive St. (behind Vons on Main). 
 Please call to schedule an appointment 
(805) 584-3823.
n Bravo Packing is expanding its March 4, 
2021 recall of pet food products for possible 
Salmonella and Listeria monocytogenes con-
tamination. No human or animal illnesses 
related to the consumption of these products 
have been reported to the company to date.
 The recall now includes all Bravo Packing 
pet food and bones in all package sizes. During 
an FDA inspection, samples collected tested 
positive for Salmonella and Listeria monocy-
togenes. The recall is being expanded due to 
potential cross-contamination.
 The recalled products include Perfor-
mance Dog chub frozen raw dog food in 2 
pound size; Performances Dog chub frozen 
raw dog food in 5 pound size; “Green Tripe” 
cub – ground bovine stomach frozen raw dog 
food in 2 pound packages, and “Green Tripe” 
chub-ground bovine stomach frozen raw dog 
food in 5 pound packages.
 Also recalled is “Beef” chub – ground 
frozen raw dog food in 2 pound packages and 
“Beef” chub – ground frozen raw dog food 
in 5 pound packages. “Performance Dog” 
patties frozen raw dog food in unknown sizes 
is recalled, as is “Tripe” in 1/4 pound patties 
frozen raw dog food in unknown sizes. Finally, 
smoked Bones, in 14 varieties, of unknown 
package sizes, is recalled.
 Salmonella and Listeria monocytogenes 
can cause illness in pets and in people. Pets 
can eat this food, get sick, and spread the 
pathogens in their feces, which can contami-
nate their fur and environment. Pets who are 
sick may  be lethargic, have diarrhea that may 
be bloody, fever, and vomiting. If your pet has 
been ill, see your veterinarian.
 If you have any of these products in 
your home freezer, do not feed them to 
your pet. You can throw them away after 
first double bagging them. Put them into 
a secure garbage can with a tight fitting 
lid so other animals can’t access them. 
ou can also take them back to the store 
where you bought them for a full refund.
n The Bidens’ 3-year-old German shepherd 
Major “nipped” a Secret Service agent’s hand.
 “No skin was broken,” said the official, 
who described the injury as “extremely minor.”
 The White House medical unit 
handled the incident, press secretary Jen 
Psaki told reporters, adding that “no 
further treatment was needed.”
n The French Bulldog, once again, claimed 

“I need to take a break while delivering the Ventura Breeze. It’s hard work for a little dog. I need 
a raise”  Glenda

“No wonder I’m LA’s favorite dog I’m sooo 
cute.”

 You can update your pet’s microchip 
information by contacting the microchip 
manufacturer directly and ensure they have 
your current address and contact number. 
You can also register your pet’s microchip 
for free on the foundanimals.org database 
as an extra layer of protection.
 El Paso Animals Services reminds 
residents that if your pet does not have a 
microchip, microchipping is usually only 
about $20 at most veterinary clinics.
 The nonprofit is also hosting free 
microchip clinics throughout the year 
through the Resource Rover program.
 For more information on Animal 
Services’ next Resource Rover Pop-Up 
Microchip Clinic will be held, be sure to 
follow them on social media by searching 
for “El Paso Animal Services.” 
n From King Features: Are High 
Rehoming Fees Legitimate?
 In a private Facebook group I belong to, 
someone is offering a pet for adoption, saying 
it belonged to their recently deceased mother-
in-law. They want a $650 fee for “rehoming” 
the pet, because they say it has AKC registra-
tion. Is this a legitimate fee? It seems awfully 
steep. -- James in Burlington, Vermont
 James: Rehoming fees are a fact of life for 
private pet placements, but $650 to simply 

adopt a pet is unreasonably steep.
 That isn’t to say that rehoming fees 
are a bad thing. A reasonable rehoming fee 
can prevent a pet from being adopted by 
people with bad intentions, who can’t finan-
cially care for a pet, or who are impulsively 
adopting a cute little dog that they might 
abandon at the first hiccup in behavior.
 The flip side is someone abusing the 
rehoming fee for personal profit. That person 
may claim that the fee offsets their costs of 
caring for the pet, but when the rehoming 
fee far outstrips the cost of adopting from a 
shelter, it’s time to proceed with caution.
 Find out what the local shelter charges 
to adopt a pet and ask online what average 
rehoming fees are for your area. If you’re 
interested in the dog, contact the offerer 
and find out as many details as possible 
about its breed, temperament, health and 
the environment it lives in. Do not send any 
money beforehand. You need to meet both 
them and the dog in person, and no money 
should change hands until both sides agree 
(in writing, ideally) to the rehoming.
 Further, if they are truly concerned for 
the dog’s welfare, they will have questions 
for you -- maybe even an application -- to 
make sure you are genuinely adopting 
the dog and will be a good owner.



11March 24 – April 6, 2021Ventura BREEZE      

Hi, I’m Artie, an energetic 31/2-year-
old American Staffordshire / Austral-
ian Shepherd with some Rotti and 
Chow mix. I’m in need of a new home 
as I and the special needs child in the 
home make each other too amped 
up. When I get too excited, I tend 
to nip. I would do best in a quiet/
calm adult only home. If it gets too 
chaotic, I need anxiety medication. 
In a quiet/calm environment, I’m 
fine and don’t need the medica-
tion. I need a home with no small 
children, no small dogs and no cats. I’m good with large dogs. I’m house/
crate trained, know how to use a doggie door and I’ll even let you know when 
I have to go outside. I know how to sit and stay, but I need leash work. If you 
think you can give me the home and environment I need to thrive, please fill 
out an application to meet me.  Canine Adoption and Rescue League C.A.R.L.

Forever homes wanted

The Pet Page 

The first thing you may notice when 
you meet Claire is her adorable little 
corkscrew tail, but her personality is 
pretty fantastic as well! Claire is a little 
bit timid when you first meet her, but 
she quickly warms up and then loves 
to play. Claire is a smart girl and 
knows how to open her kennel door, 
so a secure backyard is a must! Claire 
would love to go to a home where she 
can get regular exercise and activity 

and lots of time with her people. If you think Clair would be a good fit for 
your home, please make an appointment with one of our Adoption Coun-
selors to get more information! www.vcas.us/scheduling. Ventura County 
Animal Services - Camarillo location - 600 Aviation Drive. Clair A767407
 

Harbor Patrol 
Blotter
Just a few of the things the Harbor Patrol 
tends to.

Police Reports
by Cindy Summers

Police reports are provided to us by the Ventura  
Police Department and are not the opinions of  
the Ventura Breeze. All suspects mentioned  
are assumed to be innocent until proven guilty  
in a court of law.

Stolen Vehicle Arrest
 On March 9, at approximately 7:00 
pm, a Ventura Police patrol officer 
saw a reported stolen vehicle driving 
in the area of Mills Rd and Main St. 
The officer initiated an enforcement 
stop on the vehicle and the driver, 
23 year old Ventura resident Audrey 
Githens, was arrested for grand theft 
of a vehicle, as well as an outstanding 
warrant.
 A review of the Ventura County 
Superior Court website shows that 
Githens has prior arrests for dis-
turbing the peace, being under the 
inf luence of a controlled substance, 
prowling, and battery.
Narcotics Arrest
 On March 5, at approximately 
5:00 pm, members of the Ventura 
Police Department SCU Narcotics 
unit conducted a search warrant at the 
above address due to an investigation 
into narcotics sales. 
 Detectives using investigative 
tools were able to identify a primary 
suspect as David Moreno. During the 
execution of the search warrant and 
the subsequent investigation, detec-
tives recovered narcotics, evidence of 
narcotics sales, and a loaded firearm 
inside Moreno’s residence.
 As a result of the investigation, 
David Moreno was arrested for a felon 
in possession of a firearm, ammunition, 
and possession of methamphetamines, 
Nathan Scheibelhut was arrested for 

3/04 12:15pm, receiving requests for infor-
mation about possible tsunami from an 8.0 
earthquake off New Zealand.  No threat or 
tsunami warnings were issued for it.
3/05 4:33pm, received request to tow 
commercial fishing vessel back to their 
slip because they lost their steering.  
Officers responded in Fireboat 1 to assist.
3/06 8:00am, officers assisting State 
Parks with lifeguard tryout near San 
Pedro Ln in Pierpont.  Officers responded 
in Fireboat 1 to assist with swim test.
8am-5pm, Oxnard College Lifeguard 
Academy utilizing the Port District fa-
cilities for lifeguard candidates to learn 
deckhand skills and special rescues.
3:46pm, received report of a personal 
watercraft operating more than 5mph in 
the inner harbor.  Officers responding in 
Rescue B-17, found the perpetrators and 
conducted safety inspection and issued 
educational warnings for violation.
3/07 8am-5pm, Oxnard College 
Lifeguard Academy using Port District 
for training.
11:30pm, while on patrol, officers 
observed an individual sleeping in their 
vehicle near 1902 Spinnaker Dr.  The 
individual was advised of the no camping 
ordinance and moved along after given 
options of areas where they could park.
3/08 3:35pm, dispatched to unknown 
problem at 1414 Angler Court.  Officers 
responded and assisted VFD/VPD with 
a male who fell off his sailboat while 
working on it in the storage yard.  Patient 
was treated and transported.
3/09 11:55am, rain beginning to fall, 

while observing the weather, officers 
observed the steel dredge pipe adrift in 
the Pierpont Basin where it was previ-
ously anchored.  Contacted Manson con-
struction and some crew from the H.R. 
Morris were able to launch a small vessel 
and secure the pipe to an anchor. 
3/11 12:22pm, maintenance dredging 
of Ventura Harbor completed.  Manson 
dredge H.R. Morris being towed to 
Long Beach.  Officers conducting traffic 
control in Rescue Boat 17.  The rest of the 
pipes and other equipment will follow.
3/13 7:00am, Oxnard College 
Lifeguard Academy utilizing Port District 
for training.
10:05am, received report of a sick/
injured sealion near the Portside Marina. 
Officers investigated but were unable to 
locate the mammal reported. Gave RP 
CIMWI (Channel Islands Marine Wildlife 
Institute) contact info for the future.
2:45pm, received report and observed 
a large group (200+) of juveniles on 
BMX-type bikes inundating Marina Park.  
Observed the group leaving, headed out 
in vehicle to monitor movement.  The 
group headed North on Pierpont Blvd.
3/14 2:22pm, dispatched to an 
Ocean Rescue at the Ventura Pier, 
person hanging from the pier.  Officers 
responded in the Fireboat and were 
cancelled en route, First Responders on 
scene were able to pull the victim back 
onto the pier.
3/15 10:38am, US coast guard heli-
copter cancelling training operations due 
to winds gusting to 35kts and Rescue 
B-17 unable to stay on station.
3:11pm, observed Gale warning issued by 
NWS, raised pennants at Port Dist.
3/16 3:01am, dispatched to a cardiac 
arrest in the Ventura Marina Community. 
Officers responded with AMR/VFD, un-
fortunately unable to resuscitate victim.

transportation and possession of meth-
amphetamines for sales.
 A search of the Ventura County 
Superior Court’s shows that David 
Moreno has prior arrests for robbery, 
narcotics sales, and street terrorism. 
Nathan Scheibelhut was prior 
arrests for vehicle theft, possession 
of narcotics for sales, and under the 
influence of a controlled substance. 
Vehicle Pursuit / DUI Arrest
 On March 14, at approximately 
8:15 pm, the Ventura Police Commu-
nications Center received a citizens 
report of a possible DUI driver in the 
area of Harbor Blvd and Seaward Ave. 
The reporting party said the driver 
of the vehicle was veering out of his 
lane and almost struck several other 
vehicles on the roadway as he crossed 
the double yellow lines into oncoming 
traffic. 
 Ventura Police Patrol Officers 
located the vehicle driving in the 
area of Main St. and Donlon St. and 
attempted a traffic stop. The vehicle 
failed to yield and continued to drive 
onto the 101 freeway Southbound 
from Main St. Officers pursued the 
vehicle at speeds up to 60 mph until it 
exited the freeway at Victoria Ave. The 
vehicle stopped in the area of Sperry 
Ave. South of Valentine Rd., where the 
driver was taken into custody without 
further incident.
 During a subsequent investiga-
tion, it was determined that the driver 
of the vehicle, 32 year old Oxnard 
resident Saul Avalos, was driving 
under the influence of alcohol. 
Avalos was arrested for Misdemeanor 
evading, driving under the influence 
and driving under the influence with a 
BAC of .08% or more.
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Ventura Music Scene
by Pam Baumgardner
VenturaRocks.com

 Spring has sprung and with 
warmer weather on the horizon, it will 
be a lot more comfortable supporting 
live music outdoors at such venues as 
Winchesters, Leashless and the brand 
new Vaquero y Mar (formerly the Hong 
Kong Inn).  Along with the venues of 
course are the drive-in style concerts 
where you can stay in your car, or just 
outside on folding chairs. For all the 
latest listings please visit VenturaRocks.
com for the daily updates. 
 And speaking of drive-in concerts, 
after a winter hiatus, both Concerts in 
Your Car (Ventura Fairgrounds) and 
the Canyon at the Oxnard Performing 
Arts Center are both ramping up with 
shows schedule in April.  Concerts in 
Your Car has Don Pasquale from Opera 
Santa Barbara on April 10, Ziggy Marley 
on April 17 and Hippie Sabotage on 
April 24.  Canyon Club dates are all 
tribute bands such as 4NR on April 2, 
Robert Plantation on April 3, Strange 
Days (Doors) on April 9 and Erotic City 
(Prince) on April 10. 
 Meanwhile, I caught up with Will 
Breman who appeared on NBC’s The 
Voice just before the pandemic hit where 
he made it all the way as a semifinalist 
on Season 17.  Will calls the Central 
Coast home and is currently ramping 
up for post-pandemic shows. 
Pam: What has been the biggest impact to you 
personally and professionally this past year 

Will calls the Central Coast home.

during the pandemic?
Will Breman: The hardest part of the 
pandemic last year was cancelling all of 
my national tour dates. Especially after 
coming immediately off of a show like 
NBC’s The Voice, that hit hard. I had to 

figure out very quickly how to make up 
for a lot of lost income, as well as hold on 
to the wave I was riding from the show.
Cancelling a national tour had to be so hard!  
What else was put on hold?
Will Breman: I had to delay a lot of 
recording plans. I have a couple projects 
that I’ve been sitting on top of until 
recording them in a studio with a group 
was safer to do. Thankfully though I 

was fortunate enough to record one of 
the songs I did on The Voice last year in 
Nashville with some legitimate studio 
cats, so at least something got done.
What do you miss the most?
Will Breman: I miss hugging people a 
lot, especially my close family. I feel like 
people were a lot less anxious before the 
pandemic. I think what I miss the most 
however is being able to play regularly 
in front of people. Doing it on Zoom is 
just not the same.
How did you work during the past year 
(writing/performing/recording)?
Will Breman: I had to switch to a lot of 
virtual gigging. I’m thankful to have an 
amazing manager who set me up with 
a lot of awesome corporate gigs that I 
could record from home.
Anything good from the close down?
Will Breman: I was able to go back to 
school. I’m in my second year of my 
masters in vocal techniques/perfor-

mance. Now if the whole singer-song-
writer thing doesn’t pan out, at least 
I know I have a career somewhere in 
opera or teaching at a higher academic 
level.
What are you most looking forward to doing 
again?
Will Breman: I’m looking forward 
the most to seeing, and playing, some 
excellent live shows. I know coming up 

I’m working closely with Kristen Stills 
and a wonderful team at Autism Speaks 
in hopefully setting up a festival at the 
Greek Theater in LA sometime in the 
fall. I’m also slated to open for Paul 
Thorn at the Lobero around that time, 
as well as playing Topa Mountain Music 
Fest. Hopefully there’s more where that 
came from.
Do you have a game plan coming out of the 
pandemic?
Will Breman: I know I want to finish 
those recording projects I’ve been sitting 
on. I’ve been taking a break from social 
media lately, but I’m hoping soon to get 
back into creating some high-quality 
content for Instagram, Youtube, and 
TikTok specifically.
 For more information on Will 
Breman go to WillBremanMusic.com 
or follow him on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/WillBremanMusic.  
You can also look for Will on a future 
episode of the VenturaRockSpot. 
 Oh!  By the way, the VenturaRock-
Spot is a monthly interview show where 
mostly local artists out of the 805 are 
interviewed and they share some of their 
music either live, or with pre-recorded 
videos. Will Breman is scheduled to be 
a guest soon.  You can view all episodes 
to date at www.VenturaRockSpot.com 
where you can see bands/artists such as  
Star Goes Nova, Jayden Secor, Medicine 
Hat, Jodi Farrell and more (27 episodes 
to date). 
 And don’t forget to tune into 
the Pam Baumgardner Music Hour 
on KPPQ-LP out of CAPS Media at 
104.1 FM here in Ventura. My show 
airs Tuesdays at 5 pm with repeats on 
Fridays at 5 pm and Sundays at noon. 
You can also listen via the MyTuner 
app on your smart device or online at 
CapsMedia.org/radio.  
 Do you have any music-related news 
or upcoming shows (online or live) you 
want help publicizing? Please send all 
information short or long to Pam@Ven-
turaRocks.com, and for updated music 
listings daily, go to www.VenturaRocks.
com.

Help support the next generation of female 
entrepreneurs.

Girl Scouts of 
California’s 
Central Coast 
extends the 
Cookie Program 
 There is even more time to get your 
Girl Scout Cookie fix before they’re gone! 
Girl Scouts of California’s Central Coast 
has officially extended this year’s Girl 
Scout Cookie Program from March 14, 
2021, until April 18, 2021.
 After reviewing the latest research and 
CDC guidelines, council has also decided 
to reopen traditional troop cookie booths. 
Loyal cookie customers will be delighted 
to see Girl Scouts selling cookies once 
again in locations such as outside of their 
local grocery and convenience stores. Girl 

Scouts of California’s Central Coast is 
committed to the health and safety of its 
members, volunteers, and staff. Troops 
that elect to participate in in-person 
booths will follow guidelines such as a 
reduced amount of girls and volunteers, 
safety precautions including facemasks, 
and a focus on electronic payments.
 By reviewing the California Depart-
ment of Public Health’s guidelines for 
small group youth cohorts, council was 
able to come to this decision with the 
importance of reuniting our girls in 
mind. Isolation from their fellow troop 
members has no doubt resulted in a 
tough year for Girl Scouts, and girls have 
been working harder than ever to reach 
their goals in new and creative ways. 
The Girl Scout Cookie Program®, the 
largest annual investment in girls in the 
United States, challenges girls as they 
learn the important skills required to 
run a business and powers amazing ex-
periences year-round. Troops often use 
their funds towards exciting experiences 
like a weekend at camp or towards inno-
vative and impactful community service 
projects. With each delicious cookie 
purchase, consumers directly support the 
betterment of their neighborhoods!
 Local business owners can now 
support Girl Scouts in reaching their 
cookie goals by allowing girls to set up 
a booth in front of their business! This 
free opportunity is an easy way to help 

local Girl Scouts achieve success in their 
cookie business while bringing new 
customers into yours!  
 In addition to cookie booths, 
customers will still be able to purchase 
their favorite treats directly from a Girl 
Scout virtually through their Digital 
Cookie platforms. Delivery options such 
as contact-free pickup and local delivery 
are available. Council retail locations 
across California’s Central Coast also 
have cookies for sale, with proceeds 
benefitting local troops. Additionally, 
customers can order Girl Scout Cookies 
and get them delivered the same day 
through a national collaboration with 
food ordering platform Grubhub. Orders 
can be placed on Grubhub.com or the 
Grubhub app, and all proceeds benefit 
Girl Scouts while providing another safe 
and innovative way to run the cookie 
program virtually.
 Fans of the Girl Scout S’mores® 
cookies have until April 18, 2021 to pick 
up an extra box or two; we will be waving 
goodbye to this fudge-coated favorite 
after this season!
 Help support the next generation 
of female entrepreneurs during the last 
month of our 2021 Girl Scout Cookie 
Program! Visit www.girlscoutsccc.org/
findcookies to find Girl Scout Cookies 
near you or use the official Girl Scout 
Cookie Finder app, free on iOS and 
Android devices.

Become a 
Ventura county 
civil grand 
juror!!
 The Civil Grand Jury is an investi-
gative panel of 19 citizen volunteers 
serving as a “voice of the people and 
a conscience of the community”.  Its 
functions include:
Improving the operations of local 
government.
Verifying that the public’s money is 
handled judiciously.
Recognizing agencies that are working 
effectively.
 As a civil panel, the Grand Jury does 
not consider indictments in criminal 
cases.  It responds as a “watchdog” of 
local government, reviewing Public 
Complaints and initiating Internal In-
vestigations, all of which are handled on 
a strictly confidential basis.  Each year’s 
Grand Jury Report details findings and 
recommendations that are shared via 
the news media.  Recent Grand Jury 
reports include:
Human Trafficking in Ventura County
Cybersecurity Strategies for Cities in 
Ventura County
Charter School Implementation of 
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Ventura Art SceneVentura Art Scene

Carol Vogl’s 6” x 9” submissions that reveal 
the character and quality of work folks are 
sending in.

Artlife 
Foundation
 The pandemic has curtailed our 
“live” interactions, and we hope to get 
to some in person events soon. But be 
assured the Foundation is alive and 
well and has a current ongoing project 
we want to tell you about.
 We are receiving submissions for 
our Post-Pandemic Mail ART project 
on a daily basis. So far, we have over 60 
pieces of art from the USA and from 
Spain, Turkey, Romania, Basil, Japan, 
Germany, Italy, Macedonia, Poland, 
Uruguay, Austria, Hungary, Belgium, 
and several pieces from University of 
the Arts, Berlin, Germany.
 The deadline for submissions is 
April 1, 2021. You may want to submit 

Ventura 
Pottery Gallery 
celebrates 10 
years 
 What started as a three-month 
summer project to open a ceramic gallery 
at Ventura Harbor, grew to ten years 
and is still going strong. We thank the 
Ventura Port District Commissioners for 
awarding us a Ten Year Plaque.
 Cecile Gurrola-Faulconer led the 
charge to open the Gallery and rallied 
eight intrepid potters to roll up their 
sleeves and get their hands dirty in 
something other than clay. Cecile now 

Camarillo Quilter’s Association welcomes quilt artist, Mathew Boudreaux, on Tuesday, 
April 13 at the monthly Zoom meeting at 9:30 AM and quilt workshop on April 14.  He 
will speak about the traditional Lone Star quilt pattern, and how to make it lively, colorful, 
and contemporary.  Those interested in joining the zoom session at no cost should contact 
CQA at info@camarilloquilters.com.  

a piece, with information about how to 
do so available at our current website 
http://joecardellalegacy.blogspot.com.
 The plan is to copy all entries, which 
are limited to 6” x 9” originals, and 
place originals on placards for display 
in various store fronts in downtown 
Ventura. And then have an exhibit of all 
of them in some gallery space.  
 Finally, we received a note from 
a Romanian artist Stefan Balog who 
praises Joe Cardella for his mail art 
endeavors, a tradition we are keeping 
alive: “Hello again. We are involved for 
many years in the mail art movement, 
and we organized till now 26 interna-
tional mail art shows. I as an artist love 
mail art. Mr. Cardella is a legend in this 
field. I am looking forward for future 
cooperation. Sincerely, Stefan Balog, 
Alba, Romania.”
 The Artlife Foundation Inc. 
Board is Bob Chianese President, 
Nello Panelli, Curtis Cormane, Jonell 
McLain, Jone Pence, Jeanne LaRocco, 
Pete Ippel.

states, “It has been such a joy to see the 
Ventura Potters’ Gallery artists and their 
ceramics rise to be seen as a premier art 
form in our community. Our members 
shine with both sculptural and function-
al items reflecting their own individual 
personalities. We are here to stay!”
 Within the first month of being open 
the number grew to 15 participating 
artists. Over the ten years, 64 artists have 
traveled through the Gallery and there 
currently are 44 affiliated artists. Most 
have permanent displays, but consign-
ment artists are encouraged to exhibit a 
few pieces each month. 
 The backbone is the Ventura County 
Potters’ Guild, a local non-profit that 
oversees its master plan while Gallery 
members join committees for its day-to-
day running. Not only do we pull from 
Ventura County, but the only limit to 
participation is the distance a member is 
willing to drive for sitting a shift.  
 Be sure to stop by the Ventura 

Potters’ Gallery to view work from 44 
local artists and potters. The Gallery 
is located at 1567 Spinnaker Drive, 
Suite 105 in Ventura Harbor and is 
open seven days a week from 11-6. 
Can’t make it in? Please visit our 
newly-launched Online Store at ven-
turapotteryonline.com.
 More information can be found at 
http://venturapottersguild.org.

Brian Pendleton, Ellen Wohlstadter, Chris 
Stephens, Drew Lurie, Wyn Matthews, and 
Mike Blumenberg at the Gallery.

New board leadership at Ventura Land
Continued from page 5
 Jill Shaffer has served as a nonprofit 
leader and development professional 
for the past 30 years. She currently is 
the Fund Development Director at the 
Ventura County Community Develop-
ment Corporation. Sylvia Schnopp joined 
Ventura Land Trust’s board in 2019. She 
currently serves as REI’s Central Coast 
Corporate Market Coordinator, where 
she advocates for stewarding of the land 
using collaborative solutions.
 Continuing board trustees are 
immediate past-president Don Wood, 
Steve Doll, Jermaine Jackson, Dennis 
Kulzer, Jane Montague, Ozzie Rios, and 
Scott Weiss.
 Ventura Land Trust is a non-profit 
conservation organization founded in 
2003 to permanently protect the land, 
water, wildlife, and scenic beauty of the 
Ventura region for current and future 

Aera’s Healthy/Well Community
Continued from page 6
donation, up to $5,000 total, for Spring ‘21 
Health/Wellness Grants to Ventura Unified 
educators. These grants bring much needed 
supplies and equipment to classrooms, 
strengthening health/wellness opportunities 
for students. Community members are also 
invited to share how they stay healthy and why 
student health/wellness is vital at facebook.
com/VenturaEducationPartnership.
 “Educating the whole child has always 
been a focus – good nutrition, physical 
activity and social/emotional wellness- that’s 
more important now than ever. Healthy 
environments help students remain focused 
on school, improve academic performance 
and classroom behavior. The new Health/
Wellness Grants reinforce that,” said Kathy 
Asher and Debbie Golden, Co-Vice Presi-
dents of Grants.
 “Due to the pandemic, we have all had 
to get creative about how we go about pre-
serving our mental and physical well-being,” 
explains Michele Newell, public affairs rep-

State Mandated Sex Education
 We are looking for individuals who 
want to help their fellow citizens work in 
support of a more effective local govern-
ment!  If you are interested, please visit 
the Grand Jury website at www.ventura.
org/grand-jury.  You may also contact our 
Foreperson, Richard Boehmer, at Richard.
Boehmer@ventura.org. Applications will 
be accepted through April 23, 2021. 

generations. Its nature preserves are open 
free to the public from dawn to dusk 
daily. Go to www.venturalandtrust.org 
for more information about the organ-
ization and visiting its nature preserves. 
Ventura Land Trust is accredited by the 
national Land Trust Accreditation Com-
mission.

resentative for Aera Energy. “Because Aera 
has always placed high value on health and 
wellness, we literally jumped at the oppor-
tunity to challenge our community to help 
bring fun, creative activities to students that 
will get them moving and help them feel 
more positive.”
 Over the past 10 years, Ventura Education 
Partnership has provided more than $1 
million in small grants to VUSD teachers that 
make a BIG impact on learning. VEPGrants 
have touched every child in VUSD and have 
a lasting impact on learning by incentivizing 
innovation in the classroom and incubating 
new programs district-wide.
 “It’s caring community partners, local 
businesses and individuals, who believe in 

teachers that make these amazing, hands 
on opportunities available for students. 
We are incredibly grateful to Aera Energy 
for stepping up during this challenging 
time to support student health/wellness,” 
said Madhu Bajaj, President of Ventura 
Education Partnership.
 Newell said, “Students are the future 
leaders and visionaries of our community. 
We need to support initiatives that can 
impact lives and this one definitely hits 
the mark.  I hope others will join us in 
supporting VEP’s effort.”  
 For more information, visit ventu-
raeducationpartnership.org/Health-Well-
ness or contact madhubajaj@gmail.com 
(805) 754-9861.

This issues sudoku and crossword can be found at 
www.venturabreeze.com
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Streaming Spotlight by Cindy Summers

My Octopus 
Teacher
Netflix Films – 2021 Oscar Nominee

 “My Octopus Teacher” is the incred-
ible true story of diver Craig Foster’s 
unique experience with an octopus in a 
kelp forest off the coast of South Africa 
that opens viewers’ eyes to secluded and 
mysterious sea world, while also revealing 
how connected things truly are and that 
our worlds are more similar than most 
would imagine. 
 About 20 years ago, Foster was 
on a project making a film with his 
brother in the central Kalahari, where he 
witnessed the incredible skills of some 
of the best trackers in world that were 
able to follow incredibly subtle signs in 
nature and find hidden animals in the 
landscape. Foster could see the trackers 
were inside the world around them while 
he was outside, and had a deep longing 
to be inside that world.
 After that Foster went through 
two years of pressure, family issues and 
fatigue from long shoots and put down 
his camera not wanting anything to do 
with film making or editing anymore. He 
returned to his childhood home on the 

Showtime

Breeze rating from 1 to 4 palm trees, 
4 being best.

 The lifting of restrictions may 
finally be on the horizon. Anticipation 
is palpable in the theater community as 
news of potential reopening of Ventura 
County stages appears to be able to 
become a reality this season, albeit at 
reduced capacity to start. Keep checking 
the websites of your local theater 
companies for individual progress. They 
are all struggling and need our support 
to reopen.
 In the meantime, caution is still 
being used as some theaters continue to 
present distanced events.
Get in your car and go there -
 Conejo Players offers What’s Love 
Got to Do With It? a musical exploration 
of relationships, as a drive-in theater 
event this coming weekend, March 
26-28.  Performances will be held in the 
Conejo Players’ parking lot at 351 South 
Moorpark Road in Thousand Oaks 
and will sell out quickly, no doubt, as 
distanced car-park spaces are limited.  
Performances are Friday and Saturday 
at 7 p.m., Sunday at 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.  
Tickets vary in price depending on car 
spots available. Hurry to www.conejop-
layers.org to see the “seating” map and 
secure your tickets.
Stay at home and enjoy –
 This year, Simi Valley Cultural Arts 
Center celebrates 25 years of bringing 
high quality arts of all types to Simi Valley.
 It was a smash hit a few years ago 
and will hit the funny bone hard now 
as the SVCAC’s 2018 production of the 
lively musical Sister Act comes into your 
home as On Demand Streaming March 
26 through April 25. This feel-good, 

Opera Santa 
Barbara is 
back for a live 
drive-in opera 
of Don Pasquale
 Opera Santa Barbara is excited to 
return to live productions with Don 
Pasquale, A Live Drive-In Opera, as the 
season opener for Concerts In Your Car 
at the Ventura County Fairgrounds. 
The only performance will be Saturday, 
April 10, at 7:30PM. This production 
marks the company’s second live stage 
performance after the successful live 
drive-in opera for Carmen in December. 
Come prepared to laugh, sing along, 
and keep that toe-tapping foot away 
from the gas pedal!
 When it comes to combining 
beautiful melodies and vocal pyrotech-
nics with laugh-out-loud comedy, no one 
is a match for bel canto master Gaetano 
Donizetti, the composer of The Elixir of 
Love, Lucia di Lammermoor, and many 
other blockbuster opera house hits. In 
this hilarious new version directed by 

high-energy musical is chock full of 
dancing, Motown, soul and disco music, 
and top-notch performances. Tickets 
for a single streaming or a household 
viewing are available at www.svvac.org. 
 A note from behind the wings – Do 
you have, or know someone who has, 
at least two years of Technical Theater 
experience seeking a job? The City of 
Simi Valley is recruiting for a Technical 
Theater Coordinator for the Cultural 
Arts Center. Apply now through the arts 
center website or at www.simivalley.org. 
It’s a great opportunity for a qualified 
individual, but hurry – the application 
window closes very soon.
Wait – there’s more.
 A YouTube search of county theaters 
yields offerings of many types, from 
full performances, to auditions, discus-
sions, teaser snippets and much more. 
Camarillo Skyway Playhouse, Rubicon 
Theater, Ojai Art Center, Moorpark’s 
High Street Theater, Santa Paula Theater 
Center and Elite Theater all have fun 
videos to enjoy. Check them out.
And Finally – 
 Actors are eager to get back on 
stage, writers want to see their works 
come alive, and devoted theatergoers 
are pining to attend live theater. Count 
me among them. Effusive applause all 
around for the efforts made by all the 
theater companies, directors, actors, and 
technicians who have met the challenges 
posed by video performing in pieces (i.e. 
everyone streaming from their homes) 
over this past year. Keep up the good 
work – we look forward to attending in 
person soon.

A View from House Seats

Still Streaming and Dreaming!
by Shirley Lorraine

coast on the tip of South Africa with his 
family to try to put the pieces of his life 
back together again. Taking inspiration 
from his childhood and from the master 
trackers, Foster knew he needed a radical 
change and returned to the ocean.
 Foster was a free diver and after a year 
began to crave the cold waters and three 
dimensional forests that lie below the 
surface, where he found peace swimming 
freely through the kelp. Foster knew 
having a scuba tank would impede his 
movement through a kelp forest and 
did not wear a wet suit to be more like 
an amphibious animal and closer to his 
environment.
 After about a year of immersion in 
his sea life, Foster picked up his camera 
again and began filming the exotic and 
strange underwater world he had come 
to know, which helped him to get back 
to the filmmaking life he loved. He 
described this underwater world as being 
much more extreme than the maddest 
science fiction, and again found joy in 
capturing it on camera.
 While diving in a special secluded 
area in the kelp forest, a pile of nearly 
100 shells and stones lying in the sand 
caught his eye, which shortly thereaf-
ter fell apart to reveal an octopus that 
quickly swam away. Foster followed her 
back to her den and got a unique feeling 
that there was some connection between 
him and the octopus.
 Foster decided to visit the octopus 
daily and after about a week had his 
first physical contact with her that grew 
into a beautiful connection they shared 
daily for nearly an entire year, which is 
the approximate lifespan of an octopus. 

Believing in letting nature take its course, 
Foster helplessly witnessed some chal-
lenging things in the natural life cycle of 
this octopus he had come to care for and 
know intimately.
 “My Octopus Teacher” is an incredi-
ble documentary that has as many edge 
of your seat moments as an action thriller 
and through his experiences with the 
octopus over the course of a year, Foster 
unveils the physical and emotional con-
nections shared by all living things.
Runtime: 1h 25m

the irrepressible Josh Shaw, Founder of 
Pacific Opera Project, the titular Don 
Pasquale becomes “Donald Pasquale’’, a 
film mogul in the Santa Barbara silent 
film business of the early 1920s. 
 “I’m thrilled to return to OSB with 
this light-hearted comedy set during the 
heyday of Santa Barbara’s motion picture 
business. Drawing from early comedians 
like Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton, 
you can expect more bits, gags, goofs, and 
laughs than you’ve ever seen at the opera-
-just what we all need after a year in the 
pandemic,” said Shaw. 
 Rising stars soprano and Santa 
Barbara native Jana McIntyre, bass 
Andrew Potter, and tenor Matthew 
Grills will make their OSB debuts, ef-
fortlessly tossing Donizetti’s sentimen-
tal tunes and vocal acrobatics. Former 
OSB Studio Artist baritone Efraín Solís 
returns as the cunning Dr. Malatesta. 
Opera SB Artistic and General Director 
Kostis Protopapas conducts members of 
the Opera SB Orchestra.
 “I’m very excited to work with this 
spectacular cast on this beautiful score. 
I have been looking forward to Jana 
and Andrew’s debuts, and I’m happy 
that we can still make them happen. I’m 
also looking forward to working with 
Matthew and Efraín, my good friend 
Josh Shaw, and to be reunited with our 
fearless production team and Opera SB 
orchestra,” said Protopapas.
 The event will follow all CDC and 
State of California guidelines. Attendees 
can enjoy the live stage performance 
from the safe and socially-distanced 
comfort of their vehicles. Attendees can 
stay inside or by their vehicle as they are 
allowed to sit in folding chairs by their 
vehicle but must wear a face mask and 
maintain social distancing. The show 

Continued on page 16
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This ’n’ That

SATURDAY, APRIL 10 AT 7:30PM

CONCERTS IN YOUR CAR ,  VENTURA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

DRIVE-IN TICKETS START AT $99 PER CAR! 

ZACH MENDEZ PHOTO

VISIT CONCERTSINYOURCAR.COM/VENTURA

OR SCAN THE QR CODE TO BUY NOW

LEAD PRODUCTION SPONSOR: GEORGE H. AND OLIVE J. GRIFFITHS CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

DON 
PASQUALE

A  L I V E  DR I V E - I N  OP E RA

OPERA SANTA BARBARA PRESENTS

Opera Santa Barbara is back
Continued from page 15
will include a visual light show and 
multimedia entertainment across video 
jumbo screens. Sound will come through 
your car stereo, like a traditional drive-in 
theater on your FM radio. The opera will 
be sung in Italian with English transla-
tions projected on screen. 
 Tickets are on sale now at the 
Concerts In Your Car website. Each ticket 
is valid for one car. The number of pas-
sengers must not exceed the number of 
safety belts /seats in your vehicle, up to 
eight people. Car tickets start at $99. 

 One hundred and seven years ago, 
on December 19th, 1914, the small 
steamship SS Coos Bay was forced by 
surging tides into the Ventura Pier, 
cutting the structure in half. In these 
early years the wharf was a working pier 
where coastal steamers and schooners 
landed to take on cargo and passengers.  
The discovery of oil made the pier more 
economically attractive with tankers 
coming  to fill their bunkers with oil 
from Santa Paula.  
 The rail roads had taken much of 
the business from the pier but it was still 
the cheapest way to bring in goods. Still, 
it was never a good place to land and 

The SS Coos Bay cut the pier in half.

The shipwreck 
that destroyed 
the Pier
by Richard Senate

without a breakwater several ships were 
pushed onto the beach and wrecked. 
The SS Kalorama and SS Crimea in 
1876 were wrecked lending their names 
to Ventura Streets.
 In the winter months the tides 
became unpredictable and treacherous 
to coastal shipping. The SS Coos Bay was 
coming in to deliver a cargo of toys for 
the Christmas season that year. Three 
years before the same vessel was ran 
aground in Ventura but was refloated. 
Perhaps memories of that disaster caused 
the captain to steer the craft toward the 
wooden pier, but he overcompensated 
and the inrushing tide pushed the bow 
of the Coos Bay with such force that the 
ship cut the pier in half!  In so doing it 
also cut the oil pipeline from Santa Paula 
causing a massive oil spill. The shut off 
valve was miles away.  The small steamer 
went right though the pier and beached 
itself of the sand where the vessel was 
pounded to pieces by the surging tides.  
In time the hull was buried by the sands 
only to expose the rotting ribs of the 
streamer in storms (the last one in 1941).  
 The pier was out of commission until 
reconstructed by the People’s Lumber 
Company in 1917. They used it to off load 
lumber from Oregon and Washington 
State. With silt packing the coast it was 
no longer able to have ships land there 

Submissions now open for Ojai Film
Continued from page 2
“Presenting an online festival in 
2020 became a major learning ex-
perience,” OFF President Jonathan 
Lambert said. “Fortunately, we 
did it well and received a lot of 
positive feedback from filmmak-
ers and patrons.” Viewers of last 
year’s virtual OFF screenings live in 
many US states and several overseas 
countries.
 Legendary Hollywood producer 
Peter Guber told the audience at a 
Toronto International Film Festival 
that “Ojai is the next Telluride.” 
This speaks volumes about Ojai’s 
growing importance on the festival 
circuit.
FILM DEADLINES AND FEES
Early deadline (April 1): Features 
$35, Shorts $30
Regular deadline (May 1): Features 
$45, Shorts $40
Late deadline (June 1): Features 
$55, Shorts $50
Extended Deadline (July 1) entry 
fees: Features $65, Shorts $60
SCREENPLAY DEADLINES AND 
FEES
Early deadline (March 31): $25/$20 
Students
Regular deadline (April 30): 
$35/$25 Students
Late deadline (May 31): $45/$35 
Students
Extended deadline (June 30): 
$55/$45 Students
 To enter go to ojaifilmfestival.
com/entries
 Accepted entries will be notified 
in mid-August.

Mailbox
Continued from page 4
Opinion:
 We appear to be in a rush to vaccinate 
school employees and teachers to facili-
tate reopening in the very near future. 
But I recently learned that schools will 
close for the summer (late May or June), 
putting students further behind and 
directing vaccines to school employees 
who might not have needed the vax 
right away given impending summer 
closures. Given all the other adjustments 
made during the pandemic how about 
adopting a year round school schedule 
for the next year so students can catch 
up.  
Theresa Stevens Ojai

with the last barge leaving the pier in 
the 1930s. Perhaps an archaeological dig 
should be undertaken to see if anything 
of the ill fated SS Coos Bay still rests near 
the Ventura Pier?


