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This issue’s

Face of Ventura
by Johanna Spinks

 is on page 10.

Small Business of the Year, 2012

Your first resolution this 
New Year’s should be to 

enjoy life to the fullest and 
always stay caught up 

with the Breeze 
at venturabreeze.com

 This month, the City of Ventura 
made great strides in significantly 
enhancing our parks system citywide. 
Improvements were made at two of 
our popular neighborhood parks, 
Westpark and Marina Park, and a novel 
recreational activity was recently added 
to Ventura’s athletic repertoire at the 
Community Park.  
 With our youth in mind, Westpark 
and Marina Park received exciting new 
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Cole finds new 
mission in life
by Tim Pompey

 After thirty years of public service, 
the last eight as manager for the city 
of Ventura, Rick Cole has picked up a 
different mantle. As of November 1, he is 
now serving as the parish administrator 
for the historic Mission in downtown 
Ventura.
 The Mission remains active as a local 
Catholic parish, serving approximately 
1,000 to 1,200 families weekly during 
mass. Cole estimates that nearly 2,000 
families are associated with the church.
 Cole recently resigned as city 
manager because he felt he no longer had 
support from a majority of city council 
members. His years of experience both 
as a city councilman and a city manager 
lead him to conclude that, with council 
support wavering, he would have an 
uphill battle doing his job. “I have an 
enormous amount of respect for the 
council’s responsibilities,” said Cole. 
“They’re the ones accountable for the 
leadership. Therefore, when four out 
of seven express their concern, I take 
that seriously.”
 Cole is not surprised by his involve-
ment in parish work. He and his family 
have been active at the Mission since 
they moved here. His children have 
attended their school. He has served on 
the school board, and he and his son
have both been lectors during mass. Cole 
also co-chaired the 225th anniversary 
celebration back in 2007.
 He described the hiring of Father 
Tom Elewaut last year as an answer to 
prayer. “We had five different priests in 
six years,” he said. “Father Tom has an 
extraordinary combination of down to 
earth openness and real vision about the 
community and the role of our Mission.”
 His interest in church ministry 
was rekindled by a book he read titled 
Rediscover Catholicism by Matthew Kelly. 
Subsequently, he decided to have a 
heart to heart talk with Elewaut. “I sat 
down with Father Tom last spring,” 
said Cole, “and informally broached the 
idea of working for the church after my 
eventual retirement.”
 His resignation as city manager lead 
him to think again about his spiritual 
calling. As Cole explained: “It forced 
me to make a decision either to leave 

Continued on page 15

 The Salt N Light 49 Alaskan Trawler was selected as the grand winner in the 
Ventura Harbor’s Parade of Lights held on Dec. 15 by a select group of Venturans.
 The weekend festivities also included the joy of holiday shopping while wandering 
through a festive seaside village at the popular Ventura Harbor’s Winter Wonderland 
& Sidewalk Sale. Highlights included faux snowfall, a full carnival with rides and 
games, visits with Santa & Mrs. Claus, live reindeer, Dickenson carolers and fireworks.  
Photo by Dan Harding.

Looking 
back at 2012
by Rebecca Wicks

 This month brings us to the twelfth 
month of the twelfth year of the third 
millennium.  The economy, while 
still not a high point in the general 
discussion, didn’t grab the same 
local headlines as in years past – the 
culprit for many a business closure and 
stoppage of city services.  
 Venturans began once more to make 
visible progress in a number of city ini-
tiatives.  Efforts to link public access 
from the beach area to the Ventura riv-
ermouth and up the river itself began to 
take shape with further boardwalk en-
hancements, non-native plant removal 
and homeless encampments cleared.  
After a multiple year-long discussion, 
we finally saw the removal of graffiti 
on the trestle that sits above the 101 
freeway in downtown Ventura.  And, 
conversations have again sprouted 
around how to better connect the 
harbor and beach areas to our vibrant 
downtown including lofty talks of 
“moving sidewalks” and “freeway caps.”
 A recap of some of the prominent 
Breeze 2012 headlines: 
January
 Redevelopment woes:  With the 
state’s mandate to abolish redevelop-
ment agencies finalized at the end 
of 2011, city officials were tasked in 
January with dissolving Ventura’s Rede-
velopment Agency and wrapping up its 
outstanding projects.
 Board makes final cuts at VC:  The 
drama came to an end at the beginning 
of the year with Ventura College slashing 
more than 12 programs at the college 
which also resulted in a number of 
layoffs. According to district officials, 
the cuts were made in an attempt to run 
the college more efficiently in the face of 
a multimillion dollar deficit.
February
 Sand moved in Pierpont community:  
After a longtime battle which involved 
Pierpont residents, the City of Ventura, 
the Coastal Commission and more than 
one lawsuit, a settlement was made in 
which the city would begin sand cleanup 
in March 2012.  For years sand has built 
up against many of the beachfront 
homes and neighborhood beach access 
ways.

On December 13, Westpark held a ribbon cutting to celebrate their new playground equipment 
and the rubberized surface. Cutting the ribbon are Andy Torrez (Parks Maintenance Lead-
worker,  City of Ventura), Ken Corney (Ventura Police Chief), Ed Wehan (Chair of the Parks 
& Recreation Commission), Jim Monahan (Ventura Councilmember), Elena Brokaw (Parks, 
Recreation & Community Partnerships Director, City of Ventura) and her son Charlie. Also 
shown is the new playground equipment at Marina Park.
Photo Courtesy of the City of Ventura, Civic Engagement Division

Our park systems 
are getting even better
by Mike Tracy
Mayor

playground equipment and rubber-
ized play area surfaces that provide 
opportunity for creative play. The 
park equipment makeover includes 
new slides, swings and climbing areas 
designed for children ages 2 – 5 years 
and 5 – 12 years, that were funded by 
a State Resources Grant along with 
Park and Recreation Dedication in Lieu 
(Quimby) funds.  

Continued on page 4 
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Depart Ventura
4:30am • 6:30am • 8:30am  • 10:45am 
• 1:00pm • 3:15pm • 5:30pm • 7:30pm 
•  Oxnard departs 15 minutes later.
•  No departures: 7:30pm Vta, 7:45pm Oxn,
on Saturdays only.

Depart LAX
6:30am • 8:30am • 11:00am • 1:00pm • 
3:15pm • 5:30pm • 7:30pm 
• No departures 9:30pm Saturdays only.

Family Calendar Highlights
Find a Full List of Events on ventura-ca.parentclick.com
Ongoing: Winter break day camps will take place weekdays through Jan. 4 at My Gym and at the 
Ventura YMCA, providing your children with exciting activities and plenty of play time.
Ongoing: Skating Plus of Ventura offers Family Skate night every Sunday, where a family of up to five 
can skate for $20.
Ongoing: Now through Jan. 27, stop by the Channel Islands Ice Center in Oxnard for Sunday Snow-
days, where each Sunday you can play in the snow on the ice, build a snowman, throw some snowballs 
and more.
Saturday, December 31st
Pacific Camps of Ventura County is offering a New Year’s Eve Overnighter for children, where parents 
can drop of their kids on New Year’s Eve for their very own celebration and pick them up at 8 a.m. New 
Year’s Day.
Saturday, January 7th
Women’s Economic Ventures will be hosting a free, one-hour Self-Employment Training Orientation 
session to help you determine if you are ready for WEV’s business courses.

“We believe that the patient comes fi rst.
Great patient care is the foundation

of our entire business.”

Westlake Village  •  Beverly Hills

BETTER VISION AT ANY AGEBETTER VISION AT ANY AGE
Dr. Rajesh Khanna, M.D. founder
of Khanna Institute, world famous
eye surgeon, provides state-of-the-
art custom vision correction.

Dr. Rajesh Khanna, M.D.
voted best lasik surgeon
by readers of VC Star
4 years in a row.
Has performed thousands
of successful surgeries.

Voted Top Doc LA 2011
“Surgeon to the Stars”
Judi Shekoni from Twilight 
and Brenda Song from 
Social Network

Khanna Institute offers
a variety of solutions to

clear vision for the future
  For Younger Patients (18-45):
 21st Century Astigmatic Wavefront LASIK
 Visx or Allegretto laser
 Interlase all laser LASIK
 Super LASIK (for thin/dry cornea)

  For Patients Over 45:
 Prelex--See far and near in each eye
 (not monovision)

  Alternative to LASIK:
 Cataract & Prelex Surgery
 Intacs & Corneal Cross linkage for 
 Keratoconus
 Visian ICL for high myopia
 Cosmetic Pterygium removal with glued 
 autograft

1-800-REAL DOCTOR   1-800-732-5362
www.Khannainstitute.com

Call for a FREE consultation
Payment plan available
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We are excited to announce 
the opening of our new 

veterinary hospital! 

w w w . o h a n a p e t h o s p i t a l . c o m

'Ohana' is the Hawaiian word for 'family' and 
we consider pets to be a big part of ours.
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City News

Our parks are getting better
Continued from page 1
 Playgrounds are a wonderful place for 
children to use their imagination, explore 
and spend time in the open air.  They also 
promote physical activity and social skills 
– as well as tire them out. But the effect of 
the new play equipment goes far beyond 
the obvious; it gives our youth a gathering 
place and sends a message that they are 
important to our community.
 It is worth noting that City staff from 
our Parks, Recreation and Community 
Partnerships Department along with 
community volunteers and children, 
utilized a team building exercise to tear 
down the old equipment – these are the 
type of inspiring acts that show what we 
can achieve when we are working together.
 Ventura BMX, a local nonprofit that 
has a license agreement to use 5 acres of 
land from the City, built a BMX track at 
the Community Park that was designed 
according to official USA BMX Olympic 
standards.  This new sports activity opened 
to the public earlier this month and is 
serving an enthusiastic group of residents 
that have embraced dirt jumping and 
bicycle racing.  All ages are welcome, novice 
or expert, participants can ride at their own 
pace. If you have not been there already, 
I encourage you to go out and take a look 
– judging by the attendance thus far this 
thrilling sport is thriving in Ventura.
 Overall, these parks are a great place 
for youth of all ages and provide families 
an opportunity to enjoy the outdoors.  
The City is proud to feature more than 
35 parks and recreation facilities that 
provide options for enriching activities. 
And at this time of the year, when we 
are spending time with our loved ones, 
the gift of connecting with nature and 
connecting as a community is especially 
important.  I wish everyone a Happy 
Holiday and a joyous and safe New Year!

City Hall 
Chatter
by Ana Baker

■ Affordable housing is in the works 
for the eastside. Cabrillo Economic 
Development Corporation will build 50 
apartments for farm workers and low 
income residents, located by Wells Road 
and Snapdragon Street. The Ventura 
Council made this possible with a 6 
to 1 vote denying an appeal from local 
residents who were opposed to the project 
who argued affordable housing was dis-
proportionately on Ventura’s eastside. In 
responding to this Councilmember Neal 
Andrews stated “There is no place in this 
town where people aren’t complaining 
about affordable housing close to them. 
But the city had an obligation to “house 
them with dignity and that’s what this 
project does.” A few concerns regarding 
not enough room for parking and no 
playground were brought up by council 
members and residents. The develop-
ment plans to break ground towards the 
end of next year.
■ Ventura has settled a lawsuit filed 
against Ventura police officers by 
Denny D. Fields that claimed that he 
was severely beaten while officers were 
searching for a stolen iPad last year.
 Assistant Chief of Police Quinn 
Fenwick issued a statement that the city 
agreed to settle the federal civil rights 
lawsuit for $285,000. 
 Fields alleged in the lawsuit that 
officers, including Craig Kelly and Joel 
Kline, knocked on the door of Alethia Al-
varado’s (his girlfriend) duplex claiming 
that a GPS signal indicated a stolen iPad 
was inside the residence.
 The officers encountered Fields and a 

Community 
Intervention 
Court 
implemented
 In response to vagrancy related 
issues in Ventura, the Ventura County 
Public Defender’s Office, Ventura City 
Attorney’s Office, Ventura County Behav-
ioral Health, The Salvation Army, Project 
Understanding, the Ventura Police Depart-
ment and the Ventura County Superior 
Court have developed and implemented 
a Community Intervention Court. The 
purpose of the Community Intervention 
Court is to provide an alternative to tra-
ditional court proceedings for defendants 
who are frequently arrested for offenses in 
public spaces related to vagrancy. 
 The Court proceedings are held once 
a week and engage the team’s resources 
to work with the defendant to provide 
a course of action that will reduce or 
eliminate the on-going criminal behaviors. 
The long-term goal of the partnership is 
to interrupt the cycle of chronic home-
lessness and vagrancy for the individual 
by connecting them with appropriate 
and available services. The program was 
modeled after a similar program suc-
cessfully developed by the Santa Barbara 
Police Department and Santa Barbara 
County Superior Court.  
 While the effort has just begun, 
the agencies believe this collaborative 
approach will provide effective solutions 
to a difficult problem facing the Ventura 
Community.   
 Ventura Mayor Mike Tracy played an 
integral role in presenting the concept to 
the Courts with a goal of establishing this 
collaborative approach. 
 Mayor Tracy stated  “This is a pro- 
active step toward addressing vagrancy 
in our community.  The results will not 
be immediate, but it’s encouraging that 
multiple agencies of government recognize 
the issue and are working cooperatively to 
impact the problem in a positive way.” 
 Presiding Superior Court Judge 
Vincent O’Neill, who approved the 
court’s participation in the project, 
commented: “We are pleased to be part 
of this innovative attempt to solve an 
important community problem. Mayor 
Tracy, Ventura Police Chief Ken Corney 
and City Attorney Ariel Calonne are to be 
commended for proposing the project. The 
cooperation of the county Public Defender 
and Behavioral Health Department, as 
well as the expertise of private agencies 
such as Project Understanding and the 
Salvation Army, will be invaluable to the 
success of the program. I am happy to 
announce that Judge Colleen Toy White, 
who has unrivaled expertise in collabora-
tive courts such as this, will preside over 
the Community Intervention Court.  Our 

 These are the emails of your 
C it y  C ou nc i l  mem b er s  ( a nd 
city manager). If you think that 
something in the City is wrong or 
right or needs improving please 
email them and let them know. 
They are there to serve you.

 bbrennan@cityofventura.net
 cheitmann@cityofventura.net
 cmorehouse@cityofventura.net
 cweir@cityofventura.net
 jmonahan@cityofventura.net
 nealandrews@cityofventura.net
 mike.tracy@cityofventura.net
 jjohnston@cityofventura.net

physical altercation ensued that resulted 
in Fields and two of the officers being 
injured. And it was claimed that the 
officers beat and used a taser on Fields, 
and allowed a police dog to bite him.
■ Applications are due January 31 
for the City of Ventura “Special Event 
Permit Fund,” a new grant program open 
to event organizers staging festivals and 
events in Ventura that activate public 
space and increase visitor spending.  
The grants are to be used to cover all or 
a portion of special event permits fees 
levied by the City of Ventura for special 
events occurring on public property. The 
maximum amount of an award is $2,000. 
Applicants must be a Ventura based 
nonprofit or an agency partnering with 
a Ventura based nonprofit. The funding 
period is available bi-annually. Events 
occurring March thru August 2013 are 
eligible for this grant cycle. Online ap-
plications are available at http://www.
cityofventura.net/permits or by contact-
ing Office of Cultural Affairs Supervisor 
Georgeanne Lees at 658-4720 or glees@
cityofventura.net.
■ Last year, the Ventura City Council  
voted to accept a $2.3 million federal 
grant that allowed Fire Station 4 to 
re-open. It had been closed due to budget 
cuts. It was determined that this amount 
would keep the station open for about 2 
years.
 In order to receive this grant, which 
came to Ventura via the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the city had 
to agree to pay the $1.2 million necessary 
to keep it open for an additional year.
 At a recent city council meeting 
new Fire Chief Don McPherson told the 
council that “Things haven’t worked 
exactly to plan though, and now the 
city finds itself in a position of having 
to spend $800,000 to make up higher-
than-expected operating costs for the 

first two years.” 
 The third year’s costs (approximately 
$1.2 million) should remain the same 
but by year 4 the costs will be nearly $1.6 
million.
 McPherson stated “A major cost was 
in recruiting and hiring the nine new 
firefighters. A background check has to 
be done on each new hire, and they need 
be outfitted in fire gear, which costs 
between $8,000 and $10,000.”
 The question of how the fire station 
would be funded after the grant expires 
has always been the big question, will it 
just need to once again be closed down?

goal is to change lives for the better and 
eventually expand the scope of the court 
to other cities with similar needs.”

Ventura City Hall, 501 Poli St., and 
many other city offices will be closed 
for winter shutdown until January 1, 
2013. City Hall closes alternate Fridays 
throughout the year.

Gone fishin’
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as they think appropriate at this time.
 In the 1960’s, the council (not this one 
of course) removed hundreds of decaying 
headstones from the neglected cemetery over 
health and safety concerns. No one has been 
buried there since the 1940’s, when the city 
prohibited such burials in Ventura.
 Visual and commemorative im-
provements are being made at the park, 
including an ADA approved walkway to 
the veteran’s memorial.
 This will remain a dog park, but the dogs 
must be on a “leash” which most are never on.  
This is only one of the reasons that many will 

still remain very unhappy with the dogs being 
allowed in what they feel are sacred grounds. 
We have 2 off leash parks in Ventura that are 
now available. 
 I think that after all these years, dogs 
should be allowed there, but they should be 
on the legally-required leashes.  Why not fence 
off a portion of the park for off-leash dog use?
■ The Career Education Corporation, 
which operates approximately 90 for-
profit schools nationwide, has announced 
that they will keep Brooks Institute open 
(in Santa Barbara and Ventura). The pho-
tography and film school is not among the 
campuses that it plans to close.
 Like all of their schools, enrollment at 
Brooks has declined but the school remains 
profitable enough to stay open. Hopefully this 
continues to be the case as Brooks has been a 
wonderful addition to our arts and culture.
■ Recently, the inaugural of the New 
Venture Pitch Competition Ventura Citywide 
Grand Finals was held at city hall and I was 

Member, Ventura Chamber of Commerce 
and Oxnard Chamber of Commerce
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If you put the federal government in charge of the Sahara 
Desert in 5 years there’d be a shortage of sand
       – Milton Friedman

■ Happy holidays 
to all of our readers for 
Christmas, New Years, 
Chanukah and Kwanzaa 
and anything else that 
you might celebrate.
 I want to thank you 
wonderful readers and 

advertisers for your continued support and 
patronage. A special  thanks to my incredible 
staff of writers, photographers, designer, dis-
tributors, etc., as well as to Scamp for always 
being on time with his articles (and Savana for 
leaving him alone when he is writing). Lastly, 
and most importantly, to my wife Diane for 
putting up with me for another year.
 This has been another wonderful year for 
the Ventura Breeze; being selected the “Small 
Business Of The Year” by the Chamber of 
Commerce; adding several new writers and 
columns; and, another year of the wonderful 
Face Of Ventura portrait series by Johanna 
Spinks. And the naming of the sea creature to 
Ventress The Ventura Pier Creature.
■ In a recent issue, I expressed the fact 
that I didn’t see a lot of council members at 
city events and I thought that they should 
be.  However, the more I think about it, my 
comments were probably not justified.  Since I 
am a large promoter of our art scene, I tend to 
think that everyone should attend everything 
(including city council members).
 For their measly $600 per month, they are 
probably making $3.00 per hour (if that) and 
have many, many meetings and events that 
they do attend and get no credit for. 
 So I apologize for my criticism.  In our 
next issue I will say more about this.
■ At a recent city council meeting, in 
their continued effort to recognize the past 
mistakes made in the 1960’s by previous city 
actions, the city council has directed the City 
Attorney to prepare the appropriate action 
to re-designate Cemetery Memorial Park as a 
“Pioneer Memorial Park”.  Surprisingly, there 
were no public speakers at the meeting.  This 
doesn’t really have any major effect on what 
goes on there but it’s good that the council is 
dealing with the controversy at Cemetery Park 

Editor: 
 I was just reading the most recent 
Ventura Breeze with respect to a 
potential development on Vista Del Mar 
at Ventura Coastal. There is another very 
important situation happening in that 
same area right now!  
 I live in mid-town, near 5 points down 
towards the railroad tracks. I went for a 
casual bike ride this morning, rode my bike 
down Channel Drive west towards Seaward 

At Cemetery Park, the city council directed 
capital improvements are well underway

one of the judges. The finalists presented their 
ideas in 5 minutes (or less).
 The students were from Ventura 
College, De Anza Academy of Technology 
& The Arts (middle school), Foothill Tech-
nology High School. I was amazed at their 
maturity and presentations.
 I find today’s youth to be quite amazing.  I 
know that some of us “older” folks that aren’t 
involved with them in any manner might 
see them differently but they are focused, 
studious and are making wonderful contri-
butions to our city with their volunteerism in 
helping non-profits (and especially with our 
senior citizens) through groups such as the 
City Corps, and others.
■ Satnam Singh, a Venturan who owns 
a Santa Paula liquor store, has been 
sentenced to 15 years to life for the DUI 
death of Ventura College student Nick 
Haverland. Singh, who killed Haverland 
while he was riding his bike to school, had 
previously pleaded guilty to second degree 
murder and driving under the influence.
 Singh, who had a blood alcohol level of 
.39%, which is nearly 5 times the legal limit, 
must serve 2 years for the DUI prior to the 15 
years to life.
 Two lives destroyed because of driving 
while drunk. If you drink to celebrate the New 
Year please just do it at home or have a desig-
nated driver take you home.
■ The Ventura Harbor Commission 
has reviewed the initial concept drawings 
prepared by the RRM Design Group of San 
Luis Obispo and San Clemente, for the first 
phase of what could become a major overhaul 
to the Ventura Harbor Village.
 It has been almost 25 years since the 
Harbor has had much of an update (except 
for the controversial painting a few years 
ago).  Plans call for a new amphitheater 
and seating areas around fire pits and other 
improvements.
 As nice as it is, I think the Harbor 
really needs a lot of improvements.  I look 
forward to public and tenant input as 
the concept proceeds, and, of course the 
funding becomes available.

 The Olivas Adobe was built in 1841 
by Raymundo Olivas.
 Olivas received, in recognition of his 
service at the Presidio of Santa Barbara, 
approximately 2,250 acres as part of 
a grant from Governor Juan Bautista 
Alvarado in 1841, which he named 
Rancho San Miguel. The land had origi-
nally been part of Mission San Buenaven-
tura, but was appropriated during the 

(like the last 15 years), where I normally 
cross the RR tracks over to Vista Del Mar. 
Vista Del Mar is a very safe road to use for 
getting to the bike path. To my complete 
amazement, there was a crew there this 
morning (Dec. 10) installing security 
fencing on both sides of the RR tracks. This 
new fencing completely closes off all access 
from Channel to Vista Del Mar at Seaward. 
I decided to ride to Anacapa Street and 
use that crossing, but it had been security 
fenced last week.  This is crazy. How can the 
railroad company close off access points 
that have been used for decades by many 
walkers, joggers, bikers and more?  I have 
heard nothing nor read anything about the 
blockage by the RR company.
 So, how will people now get down to the 
beach or bike path from mid town – only 
one way – forced to use unsafe high volume 
streets (such as Seaward).
 So, the regular citizen is forced into 
using unsafe and potentially deadly roads 
instead of a short crossing of the RR tracks 
at Seaward onto the safe Vista Del Mar.  
This is crazy – the RR company should 
not dictate access points for the citizens of 
Ventura.
 I have contacted a few people regarding 
this and have had some replies.  The more 
citizens that find out about this the more 
likely that the fencing comes down sooner.  
So contact your city council members.
Thank you for your time.
Greg Resnick
Ventura

secularization of the missions.
 Olivas built the adobe home in 1841, 
and expanded it in 1849 to two stories, 
making it the only such building in 
the area. He, and his wife and their 
21 children lived there until 1899. It 
later became part of Max Fleischman’s 
holdings (of yeast and margarine fame), 
and it was he who donated the land and 
the house to the City of Ventura.



6 December 26 – January 8, 2013     Ventura BREEZE      

Community Events

 Imagine being transported back 
through 5000 years of Chinese history.  
Journey through mystical realms of 
the fairy lands, the Tibetan snow 
mountains, the Mongolian vast plains, 
to the beautiful lakeside in South 
China. Sound like a dream?  That’s 
exactly the unique experience Shen Yun 
Performing Arts will bring to you.   
 “Shen Yun literally means ‘the 
beauty of divine beings dancing’,” 
says Julianne Xu. “It’s a very rare kind 
of arts group. Shen Yun presents to 
audiences all over the world a true 
culture, something you don’t see even 
in modern-day China.”   
 Founded in New York in 2006, the 
nonprofit organization’s mission is to 
bring a long-lost culture back to life. 
With the globally understood voice of 
the arts and taking advantage of the 
artistic freedom in the United States, 
Shen Yun Performing Arts was born.  
 China was once known as the Celestial 
Empire. To understand the journey 
through 5000 years of China’s history 
first one has to understand its begin-
nings. Emperor Huangdi, also known 
as The Yellow Emperor, is credited with es-
tablishing the deeply rooted foundation 
of ancient China.  A way of life called 
Tao, or The Heavenly Way f lowed through 
every aspect of life.  
 The concept of aligning oneself and 
life to higher principles has permeated 
China’s culture for thousands of years; 
it has been expressed as the organizing 
principle in every aspect of life. From the 
arranging of furniture with Feng Shui, 
to governing people by Confucian ideals.

Ventura events
by Ana Baker

 Do you need more than tweeting 
or blogging to express what’s on your 
mind? Whatever the reason, Ventura’s 
Conversation Group is the right outlet for 
you. Meets Wednesdays from 4p.m. to 
6p.m. at the Adult Recreation Center, 420 
E. Santa Clara Street. No topic is off limits. 
Audubon’s January field trips
 Beginners are welcome on all field 
trips.  Light drizzle does not necessarily 
cancel trips, but heavier rain will.  Call the 
leader for directions. 
Dec. 29:  Wise Woman Pot Luck and 
Discussion Meet Up – noon – 3pm 
and Birth 2013!!  Awakening the Dreamer 
Symposium Pachamama Alliance & Pot 
Luck Dinner 5 – 7pm /Wine & Cheese Party 
Following. Join the women of the Red Tent 
of Ventura County for a Wise Woman pot 
luck and discussion as you bring the year to 
a close and get ready to start the New Year 
with a New You! Write your story and then 

rewrite it! Bring a journal, dish, and com-
fortable clothing. Feel free to bring a drum. 
Then come back later for a wonderful 
symposium that is a collaboration of The 
Shift Network; Barbara Marx Hubbard 
Foundation; The Pachamama Alliance; 
Ask a Wise Woman & The Red Tent of 
Ventura with a focus “Bringing forth an 
environmentally sustainable, spiritually 
fulfilling, socially just human presence on 
this planet.” Bring a dish or bottle to share. 
For information and to RSVP for either 
event, please call (323) 207-0151.
Jan. 5:  Restoration Work Day, Santa 
Paula, 9:00-12:00 a.m.  Hedrick Ranch 
Nature Area Restoration Program.  Sandy 
Hedrick: 340-0478.  Arrive at 8:00 for 
birding. We will be assisting in restoration 
on an adjacent property. 
Jan. 8: General Membership Pro- 
gram.  Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill 
Rd., Ventura, 7:30 p.m.  Allen Bertke VAS’ 
Beginners Walk leader will present a power 
point program on our local Ventura County 
birds.  Allen is both an accomplished birder 

Start the New Year off educating yourself 
with a new hobby from 12:00-2pm .
Jan. 7 & 21: The Ventura County Phila-
telic Society. Monday  7:30-9pm at the 
Church of the Foothills, 6279 Foothill 
Road.  Admission and parking are free. 
Stamp trading and a stamp dealer will be 
present.
 Come for a great evening.  They are a 
fun group. Contact: vcpsforyou@lycos.com 
or 320-1601.
Jan. 8: Mended Hearts 101 of Ventura.
Tuesday at noon.  The program will be 
presented by a cardiac physician investiga-
tor currently conducting stem cell research 
at St. John’s Hospital. A question and 
answer period will follow the presentation. 
The meeting is in a conference room on the 
Garden Level at St. John’s Hospital, 1600 
North Rose Ave., Oxnard.  The program is 
open to the public and begins at noon. 
 Contact Richard Hatcher 644-2733.
Camerata Pacifica’s January program 
features three great friends, Warren Jones, 
Catherine Leonard and Richard Yongjae 
O’Neill, in a program both intimate and 
powerful.  In a program such as this these 
friendships will lend a particular depth and 
interpretive understanding to this deeply 
personal and intimate music.
 Tickets for the concerts, as well as ad-
ditional information on Camerata Pacifica 
can be found at www.cameratapacifica.org 
or by calling 884-8410. 
 Local January 2013 performance dates: 
Friday, January 11, 1 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.  Hahn 
Hall, Santa Barbara.  Sunday, January 13, 3 
p.m. Temple Beth Torah, Ventura
Jan. 12: The Ventura Beginners PC 
Users Group will meet Saturday, in the 
third floor lounge of the Cypress Place 
Active Senior Living building, 1220 Cypress 
Place, starting at 9:15 for a workshop, 
followed by a Q&A, an opportunity to 
ask questions about computer problems 
for beginners and intermediates. The 11:00 
program will be Maura Raffensperger 
speaking on e-mail.  Everyone who would 
like to know more about their computer 
are welcome to attend any or all sessions. 
For more information, call Marcie Malony 
648-1368.

Ojai events
 Fresh Roasted Concerts is proud to 
present John McCutcheon in concert on 
Friday, January 25 at 7:30 at Matilija Au-
ditorium, 703 El Paseo Rd.  Considered to 
be one of America’s finest folksingers, John 
McCutcheon is an amazing instrumentalist 
and storyteller as well.  With over 27 albums 
to his credit and 3 Grammy nominations, 
his concerts have become legendary for 
their exploration of community, continuity 
and hope. 
 A John McCutcheon concert features 
an array of instruments that includes the 
hammered dulcimer, guitar, banjo and 
autoharp; strong lyrics tackling the issues 
of the day, and stories told with the richness 
of literature.  Advance tickets are $27 for 
adults and 25 for seniors (65+ and students) 
and are available at the Ojai Coffee Roasting 
Company, by phone 646-8907 or online at 
www.ptgo.org.  Tickets at the door will be 
$3 more.
 Join the OCS on Monday, Dec. 31st, 
8pm at the Ojai Valley Woman’s Club, 441 
Ojai Ave. as they present their 4th annual 
Celtic New Year’s Celebration which 
this year features one of Southern Califor-
nia’s hottest Celtic bands, Slugger O’Toole.
 Bring the family, bring all your friends, 
and help ring in the New Year with a high-
energy Celtic concert from 8 til 11pm, then 
enjoy food, fun, dancing and waltzing until

Continued on page 15

Witness inspiring true stories of courage from today’s China

Experience the tradition, magic 
and beauty of Ancient China!  

“China was once known as ‘The 
Celestial Empire,’” says Shen Yun 
conductor Chen Ying. “Calligraphy, 
music, painting, and even the Chinese 
language are believed to have been 
passed down from the heavens.”   
 Fast-forward and you discover that 
these traditions have almost completely 
disappeared, have almost been com-
pletely wiped out by the Communist 
Part y ’s pol it ica l ca mpa igns. The 
Cultural Revolution of the 60’s and 70’s 
was especially damaging. 
 China’s myths and legends are all 
based in the rich and beautiful Heavenly 
Way. They recorded that the Middle 
Kingdom was continually guided by 
celestial beings.  Today this ancient 
tradition, which has been all but com-
pletely demolished, is being revived. 
Shen Yun Performing Arts is reviving 
The Heavenly Way for the world!  
 Shen Yun’s live orchestra f lawlessly 
combines Western and Chinese instru-
ments, all original music and backdrops 
which transport you to magical realms 
with an out-of-this-world experience! 
 Audiences experience the thrilling 
triumph of the Song Dynasty General 
You Fei, cheer on the Monkey King as 
he tricks a stubborn foe, and witness 
inspiring true stories of courage from 
today’s China.   
 Shen Yun will be in Los Angeles, 
Orange County and Thousand 
Oaks from January 18 to 27, 2013. 
In Thousand Oaks at the Fred Kavli 
Theatre on Jan. 22 & 23 at 7:30.  
 For more information, please visit: 
http://www.laspectacular.com/ 

and photographer.  Come and learn to 
identify the birds in your backyard or local 
park. The public is welcome.
Jan. 13:  Ormond Beach/Arnold Road, 
8:30 a.m.  Leader: David Torfeh 794-5334. 
In addition to the usual shorebirds, there 
may be Yellow-headed Blackbirds, Perigrine 
Falcon, willets and whimbrels.  
Jan. 15: Lake Casitas, 8:30 a.m.  Leader:  
Adele Fergusson 415-4304. We should 
see egrets, herons, ducks and raptors.  To 
car pool, meet at the Museum of Ventura 
County, 100 E. Main, (side parking lot) at 
8:00 a.m. 
Jan. 19: Butterfly & Birding Trip, Ellwood 
Mesa Butterfly Preserve, Goleta. 9:00 a.m.  
Leader: Betsy Bachman 646-4407.  It’s a 
half mile walk to the butterflies, and we’ll 
do birding on the way & perhaps go out to 
the bluffs after seeing the Monarchs.  
Jan. 26:  Saticoy Ponds 8:30–10:30 a.m. 
Leader: Allen Bertke (640-9037). Bring 
scopes and meet outside the gate. Please be 
prompt as we need to enter together.
Jan. 2: Livingston Visiting Nurse As-
sociation will hold the following Joint 
Replacement Class to prepare you for total 
knee or hip replacement surgery.  Home 
preparation, exercises and rehabilitation 
information will be discussed.  Open to 
the public and free of charge, the class will 
be held from 10:00 – 11:00 am at Cypress 
Place, 1st floor private dining room, 1200 
Cypress Point Lane, RSVP Diana Davis 
642-0239 x 739.    
Jan. 2: The Beach Cities Neighbors 
and Newcomers Club, (BCNN) is a 
group of active women of all ages who 
live in Ventura, Oxnard, or Port Hueneme 
and enjoy activities such as hiking, bridge, 
dining, wine outings, reading, mah jong, 
cooking etc.  For more information, please 
attend their monthly meeting at 9:30 am. 
at The Greek Restaurant, Ventura Harbor.  
No charge for meeting and no reservation 
is required.  Coffee or Tea is available at a 
nominal charge of $1.00.
 This month, you will get to meet the 
new officers and also hear about all the 
different activity groups. 
Jan. 5: Saturday 10 am to 2 pm. Join 
in for the Second Annual Festival in 
the Garden at Grant Park, the future 
home of the Ventura Botanical Gardens. 
There will be gardening classes, children’s 
gardening activities, food, music, prizes 
and an array of artists and local vendors 
specializing in low-water-use plants, the 
latest garden products and other items 
with an emphasis on renewable materials. 
Everyone is welcome, this is a family affair! 
Park behind City Hall at 501 Poli Street.  
Free shuttles, courtesy of Barber Ford, will 
take you to the party. For more information 
or a vendor application, please call Diane 
Beeler at  652-1456.
Jan. 6:  Ventura author Ken McAlpine 
shares the insights he gained while 
camping alone on each of the Channel 
Islands, when he speaks at the Museum of 
Ventura County at 2:00 p.m. on Free First 
Sunday. Admission to the talk is free, as are 
all museum galleries that day. McAlpine 
also signs his book Islands Apart: A Year on 
the Edge of Civilization, which explores the 
solo time he spent on the Islands. 
Jan. 7: Simply enchanting couture 
jewelry salon open house boutique and 
sale specializing in custom and vintage 
bridal jewelry, upscale bling, Bohemian 
style, and gifts for the bride and her court. 
 Monday,  from 4:00 pm to 6pm in 
Oxnard. Call for address and to RSVP 
485-3583.
 Also sign up for a drawing to win a gift 
(purchase required).
 Plus, Jewelry design workshops present 
open house registration: 3 different Jewelry 
Design and Business Workshop’s offered. 
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S’long, 2012

Monday and Tuesday – Extra Large Pizza, one topping, $10.99 or Spaghetti, $4.95

WE DELIVER
1700 E. Thompson 

Ventura
Sun-Thurs 11am - 9:30pm   
Fri & Sat 11am - 10:30pm

Medium, Large or 
Extra Large Pizza
$4 OFF

regular price 805.648.1070

www.kaliisyourcodename.com
www.facebook.com/KaliisYourCodeName

A V A I L A B L E  F O R  M O S T  E - B O O K  R E A D E R S

WATCH VIDEO TRAILER ON
Search For:  Kali is Your Code Name

“The storyline is sexy 
without being overly 
graphic— you’ll be 
stirred but not shaken!”

TURN            SHADES OF JAMES FRANCIS GRAY

New E-book by —JAMES FRANCIS GRAY

FIFTY

Looking back at 2012
Continued from page 1
 Tradition continues with the 
Corporate Games:  The 23rd annual 
Corporate Games, a series of events 
that redefines the term “business-to-
business” began in February.  A six-week 
long event, the games feature everything 
from baseball and golf to tug-o-war and 
sandcastle building competitions.
March
 Cemetery controversy continues:  The 
battle rages on between park users – a 
majority of them dog-owners – and those 
who believe Cemetery Memorial Park should 
be more true to the “memorial” part of its 
name.  With more than 3,000 people buried 
beneath, some believe the park should be 
restored to its once cemetery status.  The city 
currently has no plans to do so.
 Select downtown parking meter rates 
lowered:  Parking meter prices on streets 
other than Main Street were reduced from 
$1.00 per hour to $0.50 per hour.  Many 
still believe parking meters should be taken 
out, while others remain committed to the 
meters and the revenues they raised – used 
for a security, sidewalk cleaning, parking 
lot and other downtown beautification – 
stating there are thousands of other free 
parking spaces in downtown.
April
 Steve Bennett Changes Candidacy:  
Bennett (an ex city council member) who 
originally announced he was leaving 
his District 1 County Supervisor seat to 
make a serious bid for the congressional 
race, changed his mind and stated he 
would be once again running for the 
County Supervisor seat.
 Ventura family YMCA raises $120,581:  
The local organization surpassed their 
$115,000 goal in their Campaign for 
Youth and Families.  The monies, which 
will stay in the community to help those 
in need will support services and programs 
including their Open Doors Program.
May
 VPD makes arrest in Di Rodio 
murder:  After a three-year investigation 
the Ventura Police Department arrested 
Gina Drake, 45, for the murder of her 
aunt Wendy Di Rodio.  Di Rodio, 61, was 
stabbed repeatedly in her room in her 
home in the Ventura Keys neighborhood 
on June 3, 2009.  Drake is the former wife 
of VPD veteran Officer Aaron Drake.
 Clean up on trestle begins:  The 
California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans), the City of Ventura and the 
Union Pacific Railroad collaborated to 
create a long-term solution to improve the 
trestle above the US 101 downtown Ventura 
which has long been plagued by graffiti.  
The agreement includes a plan to clear 
graffiti, install surveillance cameras as well 
as the addition of new lighting and fencing.
June
 New summer concert series proposed:  
A conceptual go-ahead was granted by the 

Thoughts to 
live by from this 
year’s Ventura 
Breeze
Education is not filling a bucket but 
lighting a fire.
William Butler Yeats

Every child should have 2 things. A dog and 
a mother who let them have one.
Author unknown but it could have been 
Scamp

Woman and cats will do what pleases them, 
dogs and men should relax and get used to 
the idea.
Robert A. Heinlein

No one is useless in this world who lightens 
the burdens of others.
Charles Dickens

The ultimate beginner’s mind is that of the 
child.  Children learn so rapidly because 
they are neither afraid of not knowing nor 
convinced that they already know what 
they don’t.
Author unknown

Self-knowledge and self-improvement are 
very difficult for most people. It usually 
needs great courage and long struggle.
Abraham Maslow

When we quit thinking primarily about 
ourselves and our own self-preservation, we 
undergo a truly heroic transformation of 
consciousness.
Joseph Campbell

Think not so much of what thou hast not, 
as of what thou hast.
Marcus Aureklius

The only way to make sense out of 
change is to plunge into it, move with it, 
and join the dance.
Alan Watts

May you live all the days of your life.
Jonathan Swift

To be where we are, and to become what 
we are capable of becoming, is the only 
end in life.
Robert Louis Stevenson

A man only learns in two ways, one by 
reading (the Breeze), and the other by as-
sociation with smarter people.
Will Rogers

To know that you do not know is the best. 
To pretend to know when you do not know 
is a disease.  
Lao-Tzu

I am not ashamed to confess that I am 
ignorant of what I do not know.
Cicero

Only those who will risk going too far can 
possibly find out how far one can go.
T.S. Eliot

The trouble with most of us is that we know 
too much that ain’t so.
Mark Twain

Tell me, I’ll forget. Show me, I may remember. 
But involve me and I’ll understand.
Chinese proverb

It’s what you learn after you know it all that 
counts.
John Wooden

Carpenters bend wood: fletchers bend 
arrows; wise men fashion themselves.
Buddha

Experience is the best of school masters, 
only the school fees are heavy.
Thomas Carlyle

Anyone who stops learning is old, whether 
twenty or eighty. The greatest thing in life is 
to keep your mind young.
Henry Ford

The great man is he who does not lose his 
child’s heart.
Mencius

Nothing can bring you peace except 
yourself.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

city to Mark Hartley, a local Ventura 
business man, and Los Angeles-based 
concert promoter Nederlander to pursue 
planning for a summer concert series.  
The venue would be located at the 
hilltop parking lot directly behind City 
Hall, would include a large tent and have 
seating capacity for about 1,900.
 Fire Chief retires:  After serving the 
Ventura Fire Department for 30 years, Fire 
Chief Kevin Rennie retired on June 15. 
Rennie, who served as a firefighter for the 
bulk of his tenure with the department, 
served as Fire Chief since December 2009.
July
 Ventura Botanical Gardens breaks 
ground:  The Ventura Botanical Gardens 
began construction on its first installation, 
the Demonstration Trail. The trail will 
be a six-foot wide path divided into three 
sections.  An ADA accessible portion from 
the upper parking lot behind Ventura City 
Hall will climb 1,400 feet to an impressive 
360-breathtaking viewing area overlooking 
the city and ocean.
 City helps two local businesses secure 
loans:  The City of Ventura assisted both 
the Barber Automotive Group and The 
Player’s Casino secure sizeable loans for 
relocation and facility upgrades.  The 
former received $300,000 to help with its 
relocation from Thompson Boulevard 
to the former Todey Hyundai/Mitsubi-
shi site while the latter received a loan 
for $850,000 to help expand its current 
location including a kitchen, restaurant 
and additional space for poker tables.
August
 Idea for “Moving Sidewalk” to link 
downtown to beaches:  Sam Povar, a 
local volunteer activist, moved one step 
closer to making a “Moving Sidewalk” in 
Ventura a reality.  The concept which was 
approved by the City includes a sleek, 
state-of-the-art, quiet, convenient and 
reliable transit system from the harbor 
and beach areas to downtown. 
 Coalition emerges to clean up Ventura 
River:  A new group which includes more 
than two dozen groups from Patagonia and 
the Sierra Club to the Downtown Ventura 
Organization and a number of local, state 
and federal government agencies have come 
together with the aim of creating trails and 
opening access up to the public around the 
Ventura River area.  The task is newly at-
tainable as all 21 parcels and nine property 
owners of the Ventura River area are on 
board with the project in concept.
September
 City manager to leave Ventura:  It was 
announced in September that after eight 
years Rick Cole, 59, would be stepping 
down from the post of City Manager.  
Cole offered his resignation after the City 
Council’s annual evaluations took place.  
Results found the majority of the council 
believed the city needed a change in leader-

ship.  Cole has accepted a position with the 
San Buenaventura Mission to run its day to 
day administration and activities.
 Face of Ventura project:  After almost 
two years and 57 portraits, Johanna 
Spinks’ Face of Ventura portrait project 
was presented with much fanfare and cel-
ebration. Gathering at the Ventura County 
Museum of History in downtown Ventura, 
some 400+ people were on-hand to see the 
entire collection and personally meet the 
artist and her sitters.
October
 Ventura looks to jump-start building 
projects:  The Ventura City Council 
made the decision to look into tempo-
rarily ending an ordinance that makes 
downtown developers include affordable 
housing in all new projects. The rule, 
which will suspend the law for five years 
if approved, is the city’s “downtown in-
clusionary housing ordinance” which 
currently requires 15 percent of all new 
units be affordable residences – for both 
rental and for-sale properties.
 The Ventura River cleanup:  In an 
effort to create more useable trails and 
public space as well as curb increased 
criminal behavior in the Ventura riverbed 
area, a sizeable effort commenced to clean 
out the riverbed area which includes a 
campsite home to upwards of 60 people for 
multiple decades.
November
 The Ventura Botanical Gardens cel-
ebrates the grand opening:  The Gardens’ 
first installation, the Demonstration Trail, 
was completed after six years of planning 
and community outreach and fundraising.
 Stakeholder workshop evaluates 
future options for estuary:  In an effort 
to decide the best use of the treated water 
currently released by the City’s water rec-
lamation facility the city began including 
a new charge for “Estuary Protection.”  
Some want the city to stop releasing 
treated water into the estuary, claiming it 
adversely affects the environments.
December
 Winners of Mayor’s arts contest 
awarded:  Six winners were named at 
the eighth annual Mayor’s Arts Awards 
at a reception at the Museum of Ventura 
County.  The program which was 
created in 2005 to pay tribute to major 
contributions of individuals, organiza-
tions and business honored Johanna 
Spinks, Lorenzo DeStefano, Pam 
Cohen, Katrina Maksimuk, Barbara 
Meister and Debbie Fox.
 Ventura Music Festival names new 
leader:  Ellen Pasternack was appointed 
to the position of Executive Director of 
the Ventura Music Festival.  Her prior ex-
perience includes stints at KDB 93.7FM, 
the Santa Barbara Theatre Company, the 
Ensemble Theatre Company and the Santa 
Barbara Performing Arts League.
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News and Notes

 On behalf of the Ventura Unified 
School District, we send our deepest 
sympathy to the citizens of Newtown, 
Connecticut.  Despite the geographical 
distance, the people associated with 
VUSD…students, parents, staff and 
community…hold the community of 
Newtown in our prayers and healing 
thoughts. In VUSD, our hearts are 
broken, but our spirit remains steadfast 
and strong. In VUSD, we have a vision 
of safe, healthy and high performing 
schools for all children.  Years of pri-
oritizing and planning have ensured 
the following safety measures in our 
District.
■ Comprehensive School Safety plan 
at every site, updated annually and 
approved by the Board of Education
■ Lockdown drills in partnership with 
the Ventura Police Department at all 
sites on a regular basis
■ Fire / Earthquake drills
■ Police / Principal partnership 
meetings to discuss protocol and safety 
in the community

 This new Welcome to Ventura sign represents the sun as it rises and sets in Ventura. 
The sign, on Main near Peking Street is the work of artist Paul Lindhard, from Art City 
in Ventura. Art City hosts over 20 professional sculptors.
 It is much more than just a greeting, as it is also a memorial to Remy Bamieh, who 
died shy of her fifth birthday in 2005, from neuroblastoma and was sponsored by Ron 
and Jennifer Bamieh as a living memorial to their daughter.
 Further lettering and landscaping (and possibly lighting) still needs to be added 
before it is complete. 
 The sign is a public-private collaboration, spearheaded by community activist Sam 
Povar who has also been instrumental for several other such collaborations in Ventura. 
Photo by Yogi Alvarado

Dear VUSD parents, staff 
and community
by Trudy Tuttle Arriaga
Ed.D., Superintendent

■ Three full time School Resource 
Officers assigned to VUSD high schools 
and beat officers assigned to neighbor-
hood schools
■ School Counselors
■ School Psychologists
■ District Response to Intervention 
Committee addressing student behavior 
interventions
■ CIRT (Children’s Intensive Response 
Team) for students in distress
■ Student Support Services Depart-
ment which addresses all student 
behavior and safety issues
■ Full time Director of Risk Manage-
ment 
■ Assaults Protocol
■ Connect Ed Phone system to reach 
all staff / parents
■ Intercom / Walkie Talkie/ phones in 
classrooms
■ District Emergency Response 
Procedure (phone tree, evacuation pro-
cedures) 
■ Professional Development for staff
■ Cameras on campus at VHS, BHS, 

Adult Education, Balboa, Anacapa, 
Cabrillo
■ Asset Development programs 
throughout the District
 We know that children will continue 
to have questions about what has 
occurred and we realize that these con-
versations can be extremely difficult.  
To assist you to provide care and reas-
surance to your children, I have listed a 
few links to resources that you may find 
useful.  
■ www.pbs.org/parents/talking with 
kids/news
■ www.apa.org/helpcenter/aftermath.
aspx
■ www.nasponline.org
 We have been in direct communica-
tion with the Ventura Police Depart-
ment and are reassessing our facilities, 
procedures and protocols to continue to 
strengthen our preparation for response. 
We are also continuing to prioritize 
the affective variables that can only be 
addressed by education, services, asset 
development and the human touch.  In 
times like these we have to rely on the 
goodness of humanity, our faith and 
our ongoing commitment to love and 
care for our children and each other.   
Wishing you a peaceful holiday and a 
new year filled with hope and optimism.

Sow in the 
New Year
 The Ventura Botanical Gardens 
invites you to its second annual Sow in 
the New Year on Saturday, January 5th 
from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.   Everyone 
is welcome to sprinkle the hillsides with 
seeds of California native wildflowers.  
These little seeds hold the promise of a 
bounty of glorious f lowers in the spring.  
This is an especially kid-friendly event.  
There’s something very special about the 
expression on their faces as they know 
they’re helping Nature along.  (Or maybe 
they just like tossing things around…)  
Either way, they have a grand time!
 Please join in at the start of the Dem-
onstration Trail at the upper parking lot 
behind City Hall.  Bring your friends and 
your family.  Your dogs are welcome, too!  
When you finish sowing you can all hike 
the trail.   
 The seeds are $5 and can be 
purchased at the event or online at Ven-
turaBotanicalGardens.com.  If you order 
online we’ll have your seeds ready for 

On Dec. 6, the Ventura Executive Suites held their monthly Business Networking 
Mixer featuring fine food and wonderful music by the soulful and powerful sounds of 
the Ebony Ann Blaze band. VES is located at 701 E. Santa Clara St. and features fully 
furnished suites ready to move into. 

Empty commercial space and condominiums 
could cost Ventura $2.5 million

The WAV 
condos – a 
failed pipe 
dream
From Res Publica Venturans for Re-
sponsible and Efficient Government 
(www.vregventura.org)

 In January 2012, we treated one 
aspect of this project – the 13 market 
rate condominiums and 6,100 sq.ft. of 
commercial space along Ventura Avenue 
at the corner of Thompson Boulevard. 

you as soon as you get there.  We’re also 
having talks about the California native 
wildflowers and will be offering guided 
tours of the trail itself.
 It’s not too late to see your own name 
on the Trail.  The Foot by Foot campaign 
raised the funds for this first installa-
tion at the Gardens.  You can still take 
part by sponsoring a foot of trail for $50.  
 The Ventura Botanical Gardens 
is a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to creating a botanical garden for the 
twenty-first century.  It will create new 
recreational opportunities including 
hiking, community gathering spaces, 
training, research, and educational 
programs. 



9          December 26 – January 8, 2013Ventura BREEZE      

News and Notes

The CEO of Community Memorial Hospital, 
Gary Wilde, was visiting with the Sewing 
Group when this photo was taken.

Pink Elves 
working at 
CMH
 No other Christmas stockings will 
be filled with gifts as special as these.  
Each year the CMH Auxiliary makes 
stockings for the newborn.  “They are 
one-size-fits-all,” says Connie Ferritto, 
the Chair of CMH’s Auxiliary Sewing 
Projects Group.  Marsha Batelaan is 
the Co-Chair. The babies can actually 
fit inside the stockings.  It’s so cute 
and the parents always take pictures of 
their new additions.  This year the 12 
ladies of the sewing group made 126 
stockings.
 For many years, parents often took 
their newborn infants home inside 
these special Christmas stockings; 
however, the requirement for placing 
infants in car seats now limits that use.  
Many parents report their children 
keep using the stockings for years and

Continued on page 15

Chris Rock, Barbara Pops, Peggy Russell, 
Erin Quinn, Ric Ruffinelli, Bill Kearney and 
Elaine Forest were among those honored by 
CMHS

Tribute paid to 
philanthropic 
and volunteer 
efforts
 Community Memorial Health 
System selected National Philanthropy 
Day to pay tribute to 31 community 
members for their outstanding phil-
anthropic and volunteer efforts in 
support of CMHS at a community 
luncheon.
 National Philanthropy Day is a 
special day set aside to recognize the 
great contributions that philanthropy 
and those active in philanthropy have 
made to our lives, our communities 
and our world. 
 Those paid special recognition 
at the luncheon were Dave Bayer; 
Claudia and Dr. Neil Canby; Noelle 
Claeyssons-Burkey; Suzan Cooper; 
Karen Donovan; Duane Eells; Brenda 
and Gary Farr; Glen and Karen Farr; 
Carol and Rod Gilbert; John Hammer; 
Jim and  Tish Harris; Sally and Walter 
Hartman; Bill and Elise Kearney; 
Carolyn and Harry Maynard; Jeff 
Paul; Alan Pinkerton; Barbara and 
Dr. Marty Pops; Ric Ruffinelli; John 
and Peggy Russell; and Caryn and Dr. 
Doug Woodburn.

The sale of these units and the lease of 
the commercial spaces were supposed to 
provide a source for repayment of con-
struction loans to Chase and the City of 
Ventura.
 To make the market rate condos 
and commercial space development 
work, the City loaned $2,000,000 to the 
developer ($2.5 million now due with 
interest), and subordinated that loan to 
a first trust deed in favor of Chase in the 
sum of $4,000,000.  Those loans were 
scheduled to be paid on the sale of the 
13 condos, or by March 1, 2012.  They 
did not sell and the commercial space 
did not lease.  Facing foreclosure, and 
loss of our money, the City entered into 
a contract with Chase to extend the due 
date to December 1, 2016.   
 This was not the result the City 
planned when this project was started. 
The City selected Chris Velasco to 
“develop” the project, using our taxpayer 
dollars of course.  Mr. Velasco signed 
the contracts, operating as a Minnesota 
non-profit company called PLACE.  He 
gushed about the project. Here is one 
example:
 “WAV’s market rate condominiums 
(priced from $625,000 to $875,000) are 
now for sale…WAV’s forward thinking 
configuration comes with an up market 
price tag.  The average price per square 
foot for condominiums in the same 
zip code is $274; WAV’s pricing is $368 
per square foot; however, buyers will be 
living green and helping underwrite 
WAV’s community.  Besides the artists, 
and the public who flock to Ventura’s 
Art Walks and galleries, it includes those 
at 15 section 8 apartments.”
 So how reliable was the original 
plan?   Not, by all accounts.  The realtor 
involved with trying to sell these units 
and lease the space recently shared his 
thoughts with us:
 These condos could only be sold for cash, 
or with a portfolio lender, due to Fannie 
Mae guidelines restricting the lending side. 
It’s what I was up against for the three years. 
I had the listing together but was faced with 
the fact that the City refused to recognize 
that the condos were priced almost 1/3 higher 
than the market would bear. They would not 
entertain lowering them to market value. The 
condos were never worth $850,000 at the most 
somewhere in the mid-$600s.”  
 Now, perhaps they’re worth $479 tops - 
but you can’t use a traditional bank. Portfolio 
lender rates are usually at least 2 points higher, 
but cash is the only way. Once one sale exists, 
there is a comp. Until then, it’s a big guessing 
game.
Jerry Breiner, Realtor
 Our City stands to lose $2.5 million 

if these condos do not sell by 2016.  It 
is likely they will not sell.  An objective 
person cannot avoid the obvious problem 
in marketing these condos – bad views 
(freeway), bad location, no parking, low 
income neighbors and bad design (no 
closets in the bedrooms, gas station like 
bathrooms, apartment kitchens). Our 
goal should now be to sell them for what 
we can to avoid a potential total loss 
through the foreclosure process. In other 
words, forget the cheese and just get out 
of the trap.

 “Your involvement, whether in vol-
unteering at one of our events or sup-
porting our efforts with a financial 
gift, makes philanthropy possible, 
and makes National Philanthropy 
Day so special and meaningful,” said 
Mary Schmitz, CMHS’s Director of 
Development.
 Also Community Memorial 
Hospital has been recognized as 
one of the nation’s top hospitals by 
National Research Corporation.  The 
2012/2013 Consumer Choice Award  
identifies hospitals that healthcare 
consumers have chosen as having the 
highest quality and image in over 300 
markets throughout the U.S. 
 Winners are determined by 
consumer perceptions on multiple 
quality and image ratings collected 
in the company’s Market Insights/
Ticker survey. This study surveys 
over 250,000 households represent-
ing over 450,000 consumers in the 
contiguous 48 states and the District 
of Columbia. From the households 
surveyed, 3200 hospitals named by 
consumers are analyzed and ranked 
based on their Core Based Statistical 
Areas (CBSAs) as defined by the U.S. 
Census Bureau, with the winning fa-
cilities being ranked the highest.
 For more than 30 years, National 
Corporation (NASDAQ: NRCI) has 
been at the forefront of patient-
centered care. Currently recognized 
by Modern Healthcare as one of the 
largest patient satisfaction firms 
in the U.S., National Research is 
dedicated to representing the true 
voice of patients and other healthcare 
stakeholders. 

If Ventura was built per this 1888 map it would be much easier for us to find our way 
around and not get lost (especially tourists).
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 The Breeze is proud to present “The Face of Ventura by Johanna Spinks”, 
an on-going art project by award-winning portraitist Spinks to paint 57 worthy 
Venturans, each in a single sitting , painted directly from life at the artist’s 
studio in around two hours – and each captured by The Breeze. No photos are 
used , the direct interaction with the sitter, hearing and painting their story, is 
the purpose of the challenge, along with the artist’s wish to showcase the relevant 
world of painterly portraiture today.  This feature will run until January after 
two years of wonderful portraits by Johanna. 
 The Face of Ventura collection can  be seen at Crowell, Weedon & Co., 5740 

Ralston Street, Suite 301, until  March 30, 2013. Drop-ins welcome.

    “      
 

The Ventura Breeze Presents 
The Face Of Ventura

Barbara Quaid

 The youngest of her three 
brothers, born and raised in Ventura 
at Solimar Beach, Mary has globe 
trotted all over the world but still 
calls Ventura her home base. 
  Mary grew up with all boys and 
played every sport known to mankind. 
She attended St. Bonaventure High 
School where she enjoyed volleyball, 
basketball and cheerleading. At the age 
of 15, after riding her first wave, Mary’s 
passion for team sports decreased, as 
her love for the ocean and surfing took 
over her daily routine. Mary graduated 
from St. Bonaventure in 2000, received 
her A.A. in Liberal Arts at SBCC in 
2002 and dropped out of UCSB after 
her first year to become a professional 
surfer. Quickly opportunities began 
to rise as Mary was selected among 
thousands to appear on one of the 
first reality shows, MTV’s “Surf Girls.” 
After winning the show, Mary found 
herself quickly gaining sponsorships 
with major companies and working for 
Fox Sports Net as a commentator. This 
was just the beginning of a long, fun 
and adventurous career for Mary.
 Today, Mary’s name, along with 
her activism and outreach efforts, 
has been synonymous with the 
burgeoning movement of women’s 
surfing during the past decade.  She 
has been photographed and has 
written for major publications such 
as Sunset, Surfer, Self, Rhodale Pub-
lications, FHM, Spin, and a variety 
of airlines  and travel magazines. She 
has appeared on television programs 
such as Entertainment Weekly, the 
Tom Green Show, BBQ with Bobby 
Flay, and ESPN promoting her 
travels, environmental work and 
sponsors. She also co-authored a 
female-based surfing book: Sister 
Surfer, A Women’s Guide to Surfing with 
Bliss and Courage.  
 When Mary is not hunting down 
swells across the globe, she loves 
learning about business, giving back 
to our community and teaching 
people of all ages the thrill of surfing. 
Mary currently resides in Ventura 

Mary Osborne
Portrait by Johanna Spinks 

where she works very closely with 
her biggest sponsor, Patagonia.  She 
owns and operates two side busi-
nesses, Solymar Salon downtown 
Ventura (w w w.solymarta n.com) 
and Mary Osborne Surf Camps & 
Retreats (www.mosurfcamps.com). 
 Mary can’t thank her current 
sponsors enough for believing in her 
and supporting her endeavors over 
the last few years, Patagonia, Maui 
Jim sunglasses, Bettybelts, Ventura 
Surf Brewery, DNA Skin Care, and 
Indosole!
 For more about Mary please visit 
www.maryosbornesurf.com

We asked her what she likes most about 
Ventura?
 I absolutely love our coastline and 
it is simply gorgeous here in Ventura. 
We have the ocean, the mountains 
and beautiful farmlands. Ventura 
offers a wide variety of activities 
that suit everyone’s needs. One of 
my favorite things about Ventura is 
the community support. We have so 
many talented artists, farmers, chefs, 
and savvy business owners. Everyone 
in the downtown community really 
supports each other, which is a major 
bonus for a community. Ventura is a 
unique, eclectic, gorgeous city. I love 
that I can walk into a business and say 
hi to old friends, meet new friends and 
mingle with proud business owners.  I 
am honored to be born, raised here 
and still reside in Ventura. 

And how was the experience of having 
your portrait painted by Johanna? 
 Johanna is one amazingly 
talented artist. She was a real 
pleasure to be around and it was very 
fun watching her put her skills onto 
canvass. She is kind, soft spoken 
and a beautiful person inside and 
out.  I was fortunate enough to meet 
her at her studio in Malibu where I 
was surrounded by her magnificent 
artwork on the walls.  We immedi-
ately connected on life, traveling and 
having a passion as a job. 

Images copyright by Johanna Spinks 
johanna@johannaspinks.com       www.johannaspinks.com     www.thefaceofventura.com

Steve Robles

Bill Pendergrass

Captain Bill Finley Howard Boroughs Rachel Morris Jolene McBee Tony Barrios Jerry English

Bonnie Weigel Manuel A. Valenzuela MB Hanrahan Emily Olszowy Olivia Simonson Lynn Mikelatos

Lorenzo DeStefano Gene Dunn Star Soto “Jalopy Joe” Moody

Josh Addison Mark Hartley Scott Miller Ken Corney Francisco Bracho, MD

Anita Diaz Laci Kay Barbara Meister Sandra Laby Kat Merrick

Cheryl Heitmann Debbie Cowell Sheryl Kitchen Jim Martin Doug Halter Rev. Luther McCurtis

Nicole Cabell Kevin Costner Martha B Ann Deal Bjorn McMillan Mary McGrath

Glenn Dale Gooss David Friedlander Trudy Tuddle Arriaga Brock Donaldson Dr. Robin Calote Annie G & Marlene

Karly Lynn Burns Mel Sheeler Clyde Reynolds
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Milanesa, Hummus N Falafel and Beef 
Gyros plus salads and empanadas.  
648-7672
 (“The best part is that Bella, of 
Rosabella, is owner Bianca’s dog.”– 
Scamp)

Café Nouveau
 Certainly not new, but now re-opened 
many many months after a fire closed 
them down Café Nouveau is back with 
their outstanding California Fusion 
Cuisine and wonderful patio. Serving 
their wonderful breakfasts, lunches and 
(from Wed. to Sat.) dinner from 5–9pm. 
Sandwiches, appetizers, salads, beer and 
wine. Dinners include seafood, vegetar-
ian and meat and special items such as 
Chicken Pesto Tamales, Chevre Enchi-
ladas and Polano Del Mar. Parking is 
available at the city lot across the street 
behind the houses. 1497 Thompson, 
648-1422

Lure Fish House
 Finally opened they feature an array 
of fish dishes, an oyster bar, shrimp, 
scallops, lobster, sandwiches and even 
specialty tacos and pasta. Located at 60 
California in Downtown Ventura with 
free parking available in the adjacent 
parking structure.  567-4400

Lyn Fairly and Friends, Saturday 12-1pm
Lyn Fairly has been making friends!  Since 2011 the Lyn Fairly and Friends show has 
aired in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties. Hometown radio at its best is when Lyn 
Fairly conducts live in-studio interviews of local folks doing grand and quiet deeds. 
Red Carpet film coverage with world renown celebs speaking and big concert ticket 
giveaways are just  part of the fun! Every show includes a moment of heartfelt 
gratitude for our military friends.   

Horsepower For An Hour, Saturday 1-2pm
The Hottest Automomotive Talk Radio Show in the Nation.  Horsepower for an Hour
“We are Your Ultimate Stop in Automotive Radio”
Saturdays @ 1pm

The Kim Pagano Show, Saturday 2-4pm
Kim Pagano started her radio career on KKZZ and is now on 1520 KVTA every Saturday 
from 2-4pm. Kim brings you “Experts and Reality” in an effort to educate moms, dads, 
children, and the entire community in useful daily knowledge. If you would like to be a 
part of the Kim Pagano Show by sharing your journey, call or email Kim at 805-419-
0008 or Kim@kimpaganoshow.com.

News and Notes

Ventura Harbor 
gets $2.55 
million grant 
 The California Department of 
Boating and Waterways Commission 
has approved a $2.55 million grant for 
a new launch ramp at Ventura Harbor. 
The new ramp will replace the existing 
ramp, which is more than 50 years old.
 After required permits are obtained 
from the California Coastal Commis-
sion, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and the Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, construction is 
expected to begin in the fall of 2013.
 “The launch ramp is one of the more 
active parts of the harbor for recreation-
al boaters,” said Ventura Port District 
Commission Chairman Nick Deitch. 
“With the Sondermann-Ring project 
soon coming to fruition, the timing is 
great.”  
 The Sondermann-Ring project, 
which recently won the Coastal Com-
mission’s approval, will be a 21-acre 
waterfront development with 300 apart-
ments and townhomes, 21,322 square 
feet of retail space and 28,889 square feet 
of restaurant space. 
 The launch ramp serves a variety 
of recreational boaters, kayakers and 
paddle boarders and is actively used 
year-round.
 The existing ramp was built before 
f loods destroyed much of the harbor 
in 1969, said Richard Parsons, the dis-
trict’s dredging program manager. The 
original ramp has 10 lanes and is “way 
oversized,” he said. Since the f loods, it 
has been operated as a six-lane ramp and 
Parsons noted that the new ramp would 
be designed for six lanes. It also will be 
more user friendly and have a better 
surface, he said.
 In addition, the existing ramp’s 
piling locations make movement of 
small boats somewhat difficult, Parsons 
said, an issue that is being addressed 
in the engineering work being done by 
Noble Engineering of Irvine.

$360,000 
awarded to local 
organizations
 The McCune Foundation has 
awarded more than $360,000 for 
community organizing and social 
justice initiatives in Santa Barbara 
and Ventura Counties. Sixteen 
groups received grants in November 
to organize residents in voicing their 
concerns and solutions to improve 
public transportation, immigra-
tion policies, services for homeless 
families, and other vital issues.
 “The goal of our grant making is to 
build leadership and power for those 
who haven’t traditionally had a voice 
in decision making,” said Sara Miller 
McCune, the Foundation’s president 

VISTA is 
now Wi-Fi
 In answer to the request of VISTA 
bus riders, who number 1,500 daily, 
free wireless Internet is now a feature 
of Ventura County’s VISTA lines. The 
Ventura County Transportation Com-
mission, which oversees the Ventura 
Intercity Service Transit Authority 
lines, approved county-wide Wi-Fi buses 
following the successful trial of Internet 
availability on the Coastal Express, the 
VISTA bus route linking Ventura to 
Santa Barbara.

Feed Bag
New (well sort 
of) restaurants 
in Ventura 
 If you know of a new restaurant in 
Ventura let us know at editor@venturabreeze.
com

Rosabella’s Café & Bakery
 Located where Shamsys Restau-
rant was previously located, at 2705 
Thompson Blvd. Rosabella’s features 
Italian, Argentinan, Middle Eastern 
and Mexican cuisine. They make fresh 
soup everyday and in the near future 
will have a full service bakery.  Some of 
their signature sandwiches are Chicken 

and co-founder. 
 Grant dollars provided by the 
Foundation will pay for operating 
expenses, salaries for community 
organizers, and other program 
expenses. Projects are being funded in 
Oxnard, Santa Barbara, Santa Maria, 
and Ventura, as well as the smaller 
communities of Cuyama, Fillmore, 
and Lompoc. 
 Grassroots organizations that 
meet the Foundation’s funding 
guidelines and that are interested 
in being considered for a grant, may 
submit a letter of inquiry by the next 
deadline of January 14, 2013. Details 
on applying for a grant are available at 
www.mccunefoundation.org. 
 Local grant receivers are:
The ARC of Ventura County
 $10,000 for “Project R: Rethink, 
Reconsider, Respect,” a grassroots ini-
tiative led by individuals with intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities 
to eliminate the words “retard” or 
“retarded” from everyday vocabulary 
in Ventura schools. 
Ventura Education Partnership
 $10,000 for the Homeless Family 
Project at Lincoln School to involve 
homeless parents and children in 
identifying and eliminating the 
causes of family homelessness. 

Author Gray is a big supporter of the Breeze
Photo by Mark Jansen Photography

Local author 
credits wife 
with his success
by Sheli Ellsworth

 When Ventura author James Francis 
Gray met his future wife, Trisha, at 
Chuck E. Cheese in Reseda, his friends 
told him she was way out of his league. 
“She was a natural red head disguised 
as a brunette who drove a classic 1959 
Jaguar. I was really surprised that she 
agreed to go out with someone she met 
at a kid’s birthday party,” but she did and 
Gray maintains that his wife is the best 
thing that ever happened to him.
 Gray says that he was a city boy from 
Massachusetts. Patricia had grown up in 
the country in Salem, Oregon. “We were 
complete opposites even though we were 
both widowed. Trisha was the mother 
of five children. She worked nights for a 
medical electronics company soldering 
components in a ‘clean room’.” Gray 
was able to convince his future wife that 
she should quit her job and go to work 
for him. “It was the only way we were 
ever going to be able to spend any time 
together.” Gray says his wife has been the 
driving force behind him for 24 years.
 “When we moved to Ventura in 
’91 from Canoga Park to relocate our 
printing business, we had a ‘no pets’ 
clause in our apartment lease. So we 
relocated our cats into our shop.” While 
James Francis Gray Printing flourished 
rodent free, a family of kangaroo mice 
moved in when the Gray’s bought a home 
in ’94. “Trisha made me buy a no-harm 
rat trap. No sooner had they captured a 
whole family of mice when Trisha was 
feeding them lettuce and giving them 
names.” The couple eventually released 
the animals into the wild.
 Gray says his wife has a lot of “down 
home” type sayings that keep him on 
his toes. “And even though she refuses 
to read my book, she has always encour-
aged me to keep writing.”  Gray claims 
that his wife just can’t imagine that she 
would enjoy a book about the exploits 
of a prostitute written by her husband, 
which surprises him. “She was always 
the extrovert; good with customers; 
community minded.” Patricia Gray or 
Patty as her friends call her was active 
in the Ventura Chamber of Commerce 
and worked tirelessly for the Assistance 
League and the Dudley House. “She is 
also an ardent china hobbyist. I had no 
idea until she asked me to help her pack 
up 500 lbs. of dishes what a big deal it 

was. Trisha has the ability to recall a 
china pattern and its value with amazing 
clarity.”
 The Gray’s gave up television a few 
years ago. “You’d be surprised as to how 
much writing I can do without the dis-
traction of TV.” Gray is working on the 
sequel to his first published book now 
available in e-format. The paperback 
version of Kali is Your Code Name will be 
out in paperback in January 2013.
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Senior Living

Yvonne, a great ambassador

Chamber 
Ambassador of 
the Year 
enjoys her role
 Marketing director at Cypress Place 
wins chamber award (again).
 In December 2010, Yvonne 
Knepper, one of the marketing 
directors at Cypress Place Senior 
Living in Ventura, attended the 
Ventura Chamber of Commerce Poin-
settia Awards luncheon.  The senior 
living community and staff members 
have been long time supporters of the 
Ventura chamber.  In 2006 Cypress 
Place received the Large Business of 
the Year award from the chamber and 
the Environmental Excellence Award 
in 2009.   
 When the Ambassador of the 
Year award was announced in 2010, 
Knepper leaned over and whispered to 
a colleague seated beside her that next 
year she would win the award. 
 True to her word, in December 
2011, Knepper was honored as the 
Ventura Chamber of Commerce Am-
bassador of the Year.  The experience 
was such a positive one that Knepper 
decided to pursue the award once 
again in 2012.  
 Ambassador of the year is deter-

Senior Cone-nection

Scam central
by Nanci Cone

 A conversation with Deputy District 
Attorney Karen Wold was a real eye 
opener with regard to scams being 
perpetrated. Here are some of the 
current ones for which you need to 
beware:
 The Grandparent Scam involves a 
phone call from someone posing as a 
grandchild/relative/friend claiming 
to be in a foreign country, in jail and/
or and in need of bail money, in the 
hospital, or claiming that they have 
been in some sort of accident. (An 
alternate of this scam involves an 
email sent from a friend/neighbor’s 
email that has been hacked). The 
caller asks the victim to wire money 
right away using static on the line to 
make it appear that the call is coming 
from a long distance, and that helps 
to disguise the voice.  When the caller 
says “Hi Grandma, it’s me,” ask plenty 
of questions that only a relative would 
know such as when were you born? Or 
where did we celebrate your birthday 
last year? Which will allow you to 
determine whether the caller really 
is a relative/friend. Never wire money 
anywhere without first ascertaining 
whether a true emergency exists.
 Nigeria Scam and alternate foreign 
countries – This scam usually begins 
with a letter or email purportedly sent 
to the victim making an offer that 
would result in a large payoff for the 
victim. The email’s subject line often 
says something like “From the desk of 
barrister [Name]”, “Your assistance is 
needed”, and so on. The usual story 
is someone knows of a large amount 
of unclaimed money or gold that 
cannot be accessed directly. The sums 
are usually in the millions of dollars, 
and the victim/investor is promised 
a large share, typically ten to forty 
percent, for helping to retrieve the 
money. Although it may sound ridicu-
lous reading these claims here, many 
people fall victim to this scam every 
year.
 According to Karen Wold, “In 
September 2012, the Ventura Police 
issued a bulletin where Ventura 
residents/business owners received 
a faxed letter from a scammer who 
claimed to be the son of the recently 
deceased Ghanaian President. Recipi-
ents were asked to provide personal 
information so that the individual 
could send $95 million to the indi-
vidual’s bank account. The money 
does not exist, and it will never be 
transferred to you. 
 Home Improvement Scams - Tele-
marketers place hundreds of calls 
every day to residences in Ventura 
– even if you are on the “do not call 
list.” They talk consumers, especially 
the elderly, into having a free ap-
pointment scheduled to discuss home 
improvements. They may use aggres-
sive marketing campaigns, deceptive 
advertising and high-pressure sales 
tactics. They may sell home improve-
ments that the homeowner does not 
need at inf lated prices and take money 
from the homeowner and not do any 
work at all.  Before hiring a contractor 
or signing a contract check with the 
Contractors State Licensing Board’s 
24-Hour Licensing and Consumer 
Information line (800) 321-CSLB to 
make sure they are licensed.

 Lottery scams – Victims can either 
be approached by strangers, or can 
receive notification in the mail or by 
email. Victims are notified they have 
won a lottery, yet have to pay transfer 
fees, taxes or provide proof of their 
identity and/or details of their bank 
accounts or credit cards in order to 
receive the “winnings”. The names of 
these organizations change all the 
time.
 Stated Karen, “One common 
scam, recently in Ventura, nearly cost 
a 61-year-old Ventura woman her life 
savings. Authorities say the victim was 
walking near her home when 2 women 
approached her and told her they had a 
winning lottery ticket, but they could 
not cash the ticket because they were 
not citizens. The suspects convinced 
the woman to exchange their ticket 
for a large sum of money, and drove 
with the victim to the bank. When the 
victim explained to a teller why she 
was withdrawing all of her savings, a 
bank employee recognized the scam. 
Police responded to the scene, but the 
suspects had already f led.”
 Next issue: how to avoid being a 
victim.
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Senior Living

Informational Seminar: Dementia 101

Dr William Rajala from Assisted Home Hospice

For more information, and to RSVP, please call 805-647-0616

RCFE #565801737

5440 Ralston Street 
Ventura, CA 93003

(805) 644-6710 
mbishop@ensigngroup.net

HOME FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS AT
THE LEXINGTON

The Lexington offers respite care for those looking for short-term 
quality care in a residential setting. Whether you’d like to stay for a week or for as 

long as a month, you’ll fi nd the recreation and relaxation you’re looking 
for – because after all, rest is what respite is all about.

Our community is professionally staffed 24 hours a day. We’ll prepare all your 
delicious meals for you, clean your apartment, offer a wide range of activities and 

assist you with your care needs as well. We’ll take care of the chores so you and your 
community friends can socialize or participate in all of the fun activities.

The same careful attention extends to your family and friends, so feel free to 
invite your grand kids over for an afternoon lunch visit; your guests are our guests, 
anytime. Whatever the nature of your personal care needs, the Lexington Assisted 

Living will meet those needs with prompt, professional service.

Come spend time with us and fi nd out fi rst hand how
enjoyable a respite stay can be.

 • All inclusive Room & Board for Independent & Assisted Living
 • Assistance with all areas of care
 • Fully furnished spacious rooms
 • Full Service restaurant-style dining
 • Housekeeping & Linen Service
 • Luxury Transportation Services
 • Social programs and activities
 • 24 Hour Concierge Desk and emergency response system

Assisted Living $125 per day (Normally $150)
Independent Living $85 per day (Normally $100)

mined by a point system. Points are 
given for mentoring new members, 
aiding in retention, hosting events, 
attending ribbon cuttings and more.  
Knepper took on the challenge with 
relish, and once again was named Am-
bassador of the Year in 2012.  
 “It took a lot of work and hours 
devoted to the Ambassador program 
and only through hard work was I able 
to reach this goal,” said Knepper. 
 Through it all Knepper says she 
has enjoyed making new friends, 
meeting new business owners, having 
lunches, attending all of the chamber 
events and best of all making lifelong 
friends.  “Thank you to my co-
Ambassadors for making it fun and 
getting a lifetime of memories that I 

will never forget,” said Knepper.  “I am 
truly honored to be this year’s Ventura 
Chamber of Commerce Ambassador 
of the Year.”  

While walking her husband on the beach (off 
leash) Breeze contributing writer Karlene 
Lang took this wonderful photo
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Hi: My name is Beanz, and I 
am four years old. I am a brown 
Australian shepherd. I love 
walks on the beach with my 
human companion, Raeanna, 
and playing with my toys.

Professor Scamp, Ph.D  (Pretty Happy Dog)

Forever homes wanted

by Veronica Johnson

Police reports are provided to us by the Ventura 
Police Department and are not the opinions of 
the Ventura Breeze. All suspects mentioned are 
assumed to be innocent until proven guilty in a 
court of law.
Thefts from Vehicles
 On Tuesday, December 11th, at 
10:15 p.m., an officer was patrolling 
the neighborhood in the 2700 block 
of Surfrider Avenue. The officer was 
hailed by a citizen who reported that 
two males were observed dumping 
property in a neighbor’s driveway. 
The officer located numerous items of 
stolen property in the area. Numerous 
unlocked vehicles had been ransacked. 
The suspects also spray painted 
graffiti on multiple cars and garage 
doors in the neighborhood.

Police Reports
 One officer observed a suspect 
identified as Jacob Bruck, a 24 year 
old Ventura resident, riding his 
bicycle in the area while carrying a car 
stereo. Bruck was detained and the 
radio was identified as being one that 
had been removed from one of the 
victims’ vehicles. Bruck was arrested 
and booked into VC Jail.
 During a neighborhood canvas 
multiple items of property were 
located which had been stolen from 
nearby vehicles. All items of property 
were identified and returned to the 
victims.
Assault with a Caustic Chemical
 On Friday, December 14th, at 1:46 
a.m., VPD officers responded to The 
Garage Bar located at 1091 Scandia 
Avenue in reference to a report of a 
disturbance. The suspect, Patrick 

Finnegan, had been asked to leave the 
bar about one hour earlier. Finnegan 
left the bar and later returned. Upon 
returning, Finnegan was asked to 
leave the premises once again and 
at this time, he got into a physical 
confrontation with Rhianna Mercier, 
a bar employee. David Liscotti went 
to the aid of Mercier and Finnegan 
sprayed a caustic chemical into their 
faces. Liscotti was able to gain control 
of Finnegan and restrain him until 
officers arrived.  
Armed Robbery
 On Saturday, December 15th, 
at 3:30 a.m., officers responded to 
a report of a robbery that had just 
occurred at the Circle K convenience 
store located at 1007 Main Street.  
 The suspect, a male in his 20’s, 
entered the store while carrying a 

Professor Scamp
Ph.D

Join Scamp Club
Animals of all sorts can join the ScampClub. Email me your picture and 
a little about yourself, including your address, to Scampclub@ventura 
breeze.com. You will be in the Breeze and become world famous.

Hi: I’m Nina, a 9 month old 
black lab pup. I was rescued by 
CABODOGZ just last month 
from Cabo San Lucas. I love to 
play ball, and I love going to the 
beach. I get along with all other 
dogs and cats too!  I am very 
athletic and sweet!  I am house 
trained, crate trained, and I love 
watching TV on the couch!  I’m 
healthy, up to date on my shots, 
and looking for a loving home 
for the Holidays and forever!  
Currently, I am staying at Ventura 
Highway Luxury Boarding for 
Dogs @ 4692 Ventura Av. 643-
3647...Be a hero...adopt a dog today!

rif le. The suspect brandished the 
weapon at the clerk and demanded 
money. The clerk complied with the 
suspect’s demand and surrendered 
an undisclosed amount of cash. The 
suspect was last seen running out the 
front of the store.  
 Responding officers searched the 
surrounding area but were unable to 
locate the suspect.  No one was injured 
during the robbery. 

Hi: I’m Sparky, a sweet 12 year old 
male Miniature Dachshund. I was 
originally adopted from C.A.R.L. 
many years ago. Sadly my companion  
became gravely ill and passed away. I’m 
really sad and confused as I just want to 
go back home, but can’t. I’m currently 
being fostered by a wonderful volunteer 
who is trying to help me to adjust to 
my new situation. I’m hoping someone 
will look past my age and see me for the 
special little guy I am. I still have lots of 
love to give and I’m longing to once again 
be a cherished member of a loving family.
The Canine Adoption & Rescue League, 
Sam’s Place, 3203 E. Main St., 644-7387.  
www.carlvcorg

■ I want to wish all 
of my brilliant readers 
a very happy New Year 
and also to my very 
handsome, witty and 
kind publisher/editor.
 I’ve had a nice 
year getting to know 

Savana better but I think that I may have 
gained 2 pounds, but I am “big-boned” 
so it really doesn’t even show. Does it? I 
need to be careful during the holidays to 
not eat too much.
 I hope that lots of you got a nice pet 
this year to make your lives even more 
wonderful.
■ On Dec. 6 I was a guest of Suz 
Montgomery at the Extended Learning 
Academy that she presents at the Coastal 
View Healthcare Center, located on 
Telegraph.  This was Dog Days and some 
of the CABO Dogz were there also that 
were up for adoption. Someone wanted to 
adopt me but I already have a loving home 
and family. I hope that they get one very 
soon also.
 Some of the dogs sat on people’s laps 
but to be honest, as mentioned above, I 
am too “big-boned” to sit on anyone’s lap, 
but I really enjoyed visiting with lots of 
the wonderful people who live there, and 
I think that they enjoyed visiting with me.
■ A new law has been passed in Cali-
fornia that I am happy with. Senate Bill 
1221 adds California to a list of 14 states 
that now prohibit the practice of using 
trained, radio-equipped dogs to chase 
after a bear or bobcat.  What would 
happen if I chased a bear and caught it? 
Or what if I chased a car and caught it?  I 
wouldn’t know what to d0 with either.
 And what kind of a name for a cat is 
bob anyway?
■ Apparently there was this doctor who 
didn’t care if you were human or animal to 
give out pain pills. An undercover sheriff’s 
deputy pretended to be a patient in pain 
and she gave the doctor X-rays which 
belonged to a dog and not her. The X-rays 
even had the animal hospital’s name on it 
but that didn’t stop the old doc from giving 
the deputy a prescription for a powerful 
narcotic painkiller. The X-ray even had a 
tail on it. Maybe the doctor was just a dog 
lover and knew it all the time and figured 
that the dog was in pain.
■ Now this is a barker! A bill has passed 
stating that landlords can’t tell tenants 
to declaw their cats or cut vocal cords in 
their dogs.  So glad I don’t have to worry 
about any of those things happening to 
me because I live at home. And Savana 
only scratched my nose once when she 
was just a little kitty so I’m okay with her 

having claws.
■ Can you say dumb kitty (not too 
loud I don’t want Savana to hear)? This 
3 month old short-haired kitty just f lew 
from China to Los Angeles without 
a ticket (or passport). The kitten was 
trapped in a container and shipped on 
a 6,500 mile trip before being discov-
ered in Chicago. Yap, the kitty, survived 
without food and water (I can’t even get 
past breakfast).
 Does she now have only 8 ½ lives left?
■ All I can say is “oh, my woof”! A poor 
dog was stuck with 23 cats and an African 
grey parrot in one small bedroom.  The 
owner didn’t clean up after everyone and 
the neighbors were getting a good sniff of 
what was going on so reported her. And 
10 people also lived in that house and 8 of 
them were kids.
 Now I think that I could live with the 
parrot but one cat is plenty enough for me.
■ The Southern California Golden 
Retriever Rescue and Community 
Funding Solutions have joined forces to 
provide much needed funding for the 
Southern California Golden Retriever 
Rescue’s valuable retriever rescue 
programs. There are just so many dogs 
looking for a wonderful family to take 
them in, I hope that you can find one for 
your home.

Here I am with a CABO dog at Coastal View 
Healthcare Center waiting to be petted by 100 
year old Hinda.

Rage on, you party animals!

The VPD in 
the news
 The Ventura Police Department has 
been awarded an $88,000 grant from the 
California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) 
for a year-long program aimed at prevent-
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Cole finds new mission
Continued from page 1 
the community and be a city manager 
somewhere else, or to stay and do what 
my heart called me to do.”
 Cole’s hiring as a parish admin-
istrator is a growing trend among 
large parishes in the Catholic Church. 
It’s intended to help priests maintain 
t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
without being overburdened by heavy 
administration. As part of his new 
job, he has two major goals.
 The first is to help the church 
play a much more dynamic role in 
the spiritual lives of its parishioners. 
“There’s a tendency in the Catholic 
Church to not emphasize really 
speaking to people’s hearts,” Cole 
said. “Many people have left the 
church because they are looking for a 
more direct and emotional connecti-
on with their faith.”
 Second, he would like to help the 
church be more active locally. Cole 
views the Mission as having tremen-

dous potential: “There’s an enormous 
opportunity here for 2,000 families to 
play a much more dynamic role in the 
community.”
 Cole’s immediate responsibilities 
are threefold:  To work on a better 
business plan for the mission, develop 
a stronger sense of staff teamwork, 
and help the church find a more solid 
financial footing.
 He admits that he has no formal 
training in church work: “All of this 
is new to me and I approach it with a 
spirit of humility,” he confessed.
  Even though he’s navigating new 
waters, he believes that his experience 
working with city governments will be 
beneficial. “I think the one redeeming 
feature is that, while I don’t have the 
advantage of deep experience in a 
religious setting, neither do I have the 
disadvantage of being wedded to the 
establishment,” he noted.
 For now, Cole has found a renewed 
sense of spiritual passion and is 
excited about his new career. “I look 
forward to serving,” he said enthu-
siastically. “In many ways this is the 
ultimate challenge and responsibi-
lity, to find a way for this church to 
be a catalyst in the 21st century for 
the same values we have had for 230 
years.”

Police Reports
ing deaths and injuries on our roadways 
through special enforcement and public 
awareness efforts.  The grant received by 
the Ventura Police Department will aid 
in the city’s ongoing effort to improve 
traffic safety and the quality of life.  The 
Ventura Police Department will use the 
funding as part of an on-going commit-
ment to keep our roadways safe through 
both enforcement and education.
 The grant will assist in efforts to 
deal with traffic safety problems and 
to reduce the number of persons killed 
and injured in traffic collisions. DUI 
deaths remain the largest sector, at 
nearly 30 percent of traffic fatalities.  
Recent trends show increases in two new 
categories – distracted driving and drug-
impaired driving.
 Funding for this program came from 
the California Office of Traffic Safety 
through the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration.
 In April 2012 in an effort to facilitate 
a virtual Neighborhood Watch program, 
and to help foster neighbor-to-neighbor 
communications, the Ventura Police 
Department (VPD) partnered with 
Nextdoor.com the first private social 
network for neighborhoods. Now, just 
over six months later, forty out of fifty 
(80%), of the pre-defined/mapped 
Ventura neighborhoods have launched, 
and over 1,500 individuals are currently 
registered and utilizing Nextdoor.   
 Nextdoor is free to residents and the 
city. Each neighborhood creates its own 
private Nextdoor website, accessible only 
to residents of that neighborhood. On 
Nextdoor, neighbors create websites so 
that they can easily connect with each 
other about the things that matter. 
Neighbors are using Nextdoor to share 
information about neighborhood watch 
and safety issues, local events, school 
activities, plumber and babysitter rec-
ommendations, upcoming garage sales, 
lost pets, and much more.
 The VPD has been using Nextdoor to 
keep residents informed with timely and 
relevant information
 If you have questions about the 
Nextdoor program, or how to get 
started, please contact support@
nextdoor.com or visit www.nextdoor.
com.  For department neighborhood 
watch program questions please contact 
VPD’s Nextdoor/Neighborhood Watch 
Coordinator at 805.339.4483, via e-mail 
at vpdnw@venturapd.org, or visit www.
venturapd.org.  
 The Ventura Police Department 
along with Alcohol Beverage Control 
has conducted a Minor Decoy Operation 
at various alcohol establishments 
throughout the City Of Ventura. The 
Minor Decoy Program is an enforcement 
program that ABC and local law enforce-
ment agencies use to detect and deter 
the sales of alcohol to minors. During 
the program, a minor decoy, under the 
direct supervision of law enforcement 
officers, attempts to purchase alcohol at 
retail locations.
 During the operation, the decoy 
attempted to purchase alcohol at 10 
different locations. Of those 10 locations 
3 businesses sold alcohol to the 19-year- 
old minor decoy. The businesses were:
Harbor Valero Gas, located at 2121 E. 
Harbor Blvd. The clerk, Arturo Aragon-
Gonzalez, age 24, was cited and released 
for 25658(a) Business and Professions 
code – Sales of Alcohol to a minor.
Chevron Gas, located at 7700 Telegraph 
Rd. The clerk, Roberto Robles, age 32, 
was cited and released for 25658(a) 
Business and Professions code – Sales of 
Alcohol to a minor.

Village Wine & Spirits, located at 
1449 S. Victoria Ave. The clerk, Timothy 
Jones, age 42, was cited and released for 
25658(a) Business and Professions code 
– Sales of Alcohol to a minor.

Ojai events
Continued from page 6
 around 12:30 in the morning. 
 Founded in 2006, Slugger O’Toole has 
emerged as one of Southern California’s 
hottest Celtic bands. 
 Tickets for this event are $20 in advance, 
or at the door, (Kids under 15 years are half 
price at the door only).  Get your tickets 
early because this event has sold out in the 
past.
 For more info and online tickets go to:  
www.ojaiconcertseries.com
 Pick up tickets at these Ojai businesses: 
Made in Ojai, Ojai Valley Feed, Ojai Creates, 
Cardinali Brothers Music, Ojai Coffee 
Roasting Company, and Serendipity Toys. 
You can also pick up tickets in Ventura at 
Imagine Toys on Main Street.

Pink Elves at CMH
Continued from page 9
years afterwards. With over 200 babies 
born each month at CMH, the nurses 
have been distributing this year’s 
supply since December 10th and will 
continue to give them out until they 
run out of the supply.
 Made with red f lannel, with white 
trim, the baby stockings measure 
about 18” x 12”.  Each one takes about 
45 minutes to make.  Multiply that by 
the 126 stockings the Auxiliary Sewing 
Group made this year to give Christmas 
cheer to those tiny babies.  It is a huge 
undertaking. The Christmas baby 
stockings are a small part of what the 
Auxiliary’s sewing group does.  Their 
projects also include making stuffed 
bears, frogs, elephants, cats and dogs 
for CMH’s Emergency Department and 
Maternity Department.  Each week, 
many of these stuffed toys, as well as 
hand-made puppets, are distributed.  
Some of these items are being held by 
the ladies in the photo.
 The Sewing Projects group, which 
meets every Tuesday afternoon from 
12:30 to 3:30 p.m., doesn’t specialize 

only in kids’ stuff. The volunteers also 
make pillows for the cardiac care and 
intensive care units.  
 The Auxiliary is always looking 
for new volunteers to help staff 
its many committees and services.  
Please stop by the Front Desk and ask 
for an application.

Former Ventura city manager Rick Cole has 
become the new parish administrator at the 
Mission in downtown Ventura.
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The Entertainment Report 

Silver screen
by Linde Carlson

 Hello Ventura and Happy Holidays!
 My picks for the week are:

Life of Pi  
 Novelist Yann Martel wrote this story 
never imagining it would ever be put to 
film. When Ang Lee got a hold of it, he 
was captivated obviously by Yann’s vision 

Show Time

Two on the Aisle

The Elite is 
on the move
by Jim Spencer & Shirley Lorraine

 The Elite Theatre Company has been 
presenting quality theatrical produc-
tions in the Ventura/Oxnard area for 
19 years.  It staged its inaugural play, an 
English farce entitled The Man Most Likely 
to…, at the Knights of Columbus Hall in 
downtown Ventura in June 1993.  
 One of the Company’s co-founders, 

Where The Music Flows

Favorite 
shows of 
2012
by Michael Kohli
VenturaLiveWire@gmail.com
Currently listening to: Receive by Alanis
Morissette

 So...there I was doing my last-minute 
holiday shopping. Decided to stop by 
Salzer’s Records. The only place where 
you can find catalogue albums. I love 
going into a music store like Salzer’s 
these days. On this particular shopping 
day, I ran into music friends from Army 
Of Freshmen, Creature Feature, Frank 
Barajas and more.  There are times when 
I do buy digital music as well. But, once 
in awhile, it’s nice to interact in a place 
like Salzer’s. The kind of bond, created 
by the local music scene inside a store, 
you can’t click on that. You won’t get 
that on iTunes. It’s nice!
 It’s that time of year, as 2012 comes 
to a close...
Favorite shows of 2012:
 There were a lot of great moments 
in the scene in 2012. One of my finest 
memories is watching The Divine Crime 
doing a rare acoustic set at Green Art 
People.  One of my jaw dropping wow 
moments was Shaky Feelin’ at The 
Tavern. Favorite kick-ass event though 
would have to be Pistol Productions and 
Stoneworks Studios & Gallery present-
ing A Tribute Art Show to the works of 
Tim Burton. Featuring live music with 
Angie’s Curse. 
Favorite new local talent of 2012:
 This one is a tie for me. I’ve been 
loving a new band, Sun Kings, quite 
a bit. With their blend of Bob Dylan 
influenced rock blues & soul. They get 
the crowd moving and really put on 
amazing shows.  Back in February, I also 
got to witness an extraordinary 14-year- 
old songwriter/artist Lexy Rule perform 
at Pacific View Mall. Even ended up 
booking her at a showcase I did at Zoey’s 
Cafe. Her original tunes at age 14, mixed 
in with some of her favorite cover songs, 
she really delighted people. Something 
about her talents, you could feel around 
the whole room. She is a gem!
Favorite rock/pop albums of 2012:
 No Doubt – Push & Shove
 Maroon 5 – Overexposed
 Van Halen – A Different Side Of The  
 Truth
 Aerosmith – Music From Another 
 Dimension
 Madonna – MDNA
 Christina Aguilera – Lotus
 Hope you all have a very Merry 
Christmas this year and be safe this New 
Year’s Eve!  See you in 2013!

Music Calendar 
12/26 to 1/8
For more events go to Fun-in-Ventura.com

Amigos Cafe & Cantina
546 E. Main St., 805-874-2232
Live Bands and Musicians every Wed 
thru Sun
Brian Nicolette from 3 Man Weave every
Wed
Andre’s Wine & Tapas Bar
1575 Spinnaker Dr., 805-642-9463
Acoustic Tuesday with Bill McPherson &
Friends every Tues 7-10pm
Jazz Jam evey Wed
Blackbeard’s Seaside BBQ
1591 Spinnaker Dr. #115, 805- 650-7773
Open Mic/Jam Night with “Shure 
Thing” every Mon 6-9pm
Blue Grass Jam featuring: The Bottom 
Feeders every Thur 6-9pm
Acoustic Jams with “Ken Kong” every 
Fri, Sat & Sun 12pm
Fri 12/28 - Sure Thing 7-11pm
Sat 12/29 - Loose Canons 6-10pm
Mon 12/31 - Brian Faith Band 8pm-
Miidnight
Bombay Bar & Grill
143 S. California St., 805-643-4404
Local Live Music every Thur thru Sun
Fri 12/28 - Shoemaker Brothers 5:30pm, 
Night Demons, Sharks & Cobras 9:30pm
Sat 12/29 - Hindsite 10pm
Sun 12/30 - Shoemaker Brothers 5pm

Judy Heiliger, once explained that 
she and others were motivated to 
embark on the journey to create a 
new community theater in order to 
expand both the offerings available 
to, and the horizons of Ventura 
County theatergoers.
 In just a few weeks the Elite will 
continue its journey as the theater 
opens its 2013 season in a new location.   
Since 1994 the Company has presented 
its productions in an intimate venue 
known as the Petit Playhouse that was 
located in the basement level in one of 
the Victorian mansions that populate 
Oxnard’s Heritage Square.  
 However, the house was recently sold 
and the new owner has other plans for 
the space. As the famous saying goes, 
“The show must go on.”  So, the troupe 
moved quickly to find a new location.  A 
difficult job, for sure. But, fortunately, 
one that proved not impossible. 
 Thanks in part to the County of 
Ventura and the City of Oxnard; the 
Elite’s new home will be in the former 
site of the Maritime Museum at Fisher-
man’s Wharf at Channel Islands Harbor.  
The ink is dry on the Company’s initial 
one year lease and all involved foresee the 
move will provide Elite audiences with 
a larger, more comfortable, audience-
friendly home that has unobstructed 
views of the stage. There are also more 
dining choices before and after the 
shows, easier parking, no steep stairs, 
and spectacular views.  The move is also 
seen as a cultural enhancement to the 
charming harbor-side destination at the 
corner of Victoria and Channel Islands 
Boulevard.  
 Even as Christmas approaches a 
crew of supporters and volunteers is 
busily converting the museum space 
into a fresh theatrical venue.  The stage 
is almost complete. Walls need to be 
added, storage areas enclosed and 
theater lighting installed. Everything 
is on schedule and the paint will be dry 
when the Elite opens the 2013 season on 
January 11 with its 4th annual one-act 
play festival.
 While the Elite promises the new 
space will be comfortable and operation-
al, the budgetary and time constraints 
involved in the move also mean finishing 
touches and all the theater’s entire char-
acteristic ambiance will not be immedi-
ately in place. Accordingly, audiences are 
highly encouraged to participate in any 
way they can. Donations of time, money, 
usable goods (building materials, 
costume racks, etc), and the purchase of 
season tickets or just gathering friends 
to attend the shows are all welcome.
 The Elite Theatre Company’s website 
features a menu of sponsorship package 
opportunities for modest contributions.  
For more information on sponsorships 
and the Elite’s 2013 season, visit www.
elitetheatre.org.

Mon 12/31 - New Year’s Eve Party with 
Kyle Hunt, King Gypsy 9:30pm
GiGi’s Coctail Lounge
2493 Grand Ave., 805-642-2411
Karaoke  with Steve Luke every Sun & 
Wed 7pm- 12am
Live Bands every Fri & Sat 9pm
It’s All Good Bar & Grill
533 E. Main St., 805-641-9951
Open Mike Night every Wed
Majestic Theater
26 S. Chestnut St., 805-653-0721
Sun 12/30- Rev. Horton Heat, Jello
Biafra,Tijuana Panther, Hubcap Stealers
8pm
Squashed Grapes
2351 E. Main St., 805-643-7300
Vocal Jazz Night every Tue 6:30-10pm
House Jazz Band every Fri 6:30-10pm
The Tavern
211 Santa Clara St., 805-643-3264
Live Bands every Tue thru Sat
“Honky Tonk Tuesdays” Country Night, 
Live Country Band every Tue 8pm
Ventura County Blues Society Jam 
session hosted by Tommy Marsh every 
Wed 8pm
Wed 12/26 - Blues Jam with Tommy 
Marsh & Bad Dog 8pm
Thur 12/27 - Shoemaker Brothers 10pm
Fri 12/28 - The Shieks, The Basement 
Band 10pm
Sat 12/29 - Crow Foot Band 10pm
Mon 12/31 -  New Year’s Eve Party with 
Paul Chesne Band 9pm
Watermark On Main
598 E. Main St., 805-643-6800
Intimate Acoustic with Dano every Tue
Jazz at the Mark  every Wed
W2O  Rooftop Lounge
598 E. Main St. (above Watermark)
805-643-6800
Live Bands every Wed thru Sun
Friday Dance Party every Fri 9pm
Thur 12/27 - Crow Feet
Fri 12/28 - Sound Effect
Sat 12/29 - Bomb
Sun 12/30 - Forbidden Fruit
Thur 1/3 - Pure Joy
Fri 1/4- Mini Driver
Yolie’s/Hi Hat Entertainment
138 W. Main St., 805-816-9663
Top Notch Musicians and Bands every 
Fri 8pm
Fri 12/28 - Hot Roux, Albert Lee
Fri 1/4 - Candye Kane (Award Winning 
Blues Vocalist)
Zoey’s Café
185 E. Santa Clara St., 805-652-1137
Blue Grass Jam every Tue 6pm
Songwriter’s Round every Wed 8pm
Live Musicians & Bands every Wed thru 
Sat 8pm
Fri 12/28 - Lee Koch - New Record 
Preview 8pm
Sat 12/29 - Shane Alexander, Angel 
Taylor, Lady & Gent 8pm
Mon 12/31 - Rockin’ New Years with 
Shawn Jones Band 10pm
Wed 1/2 - Dream Asylum 8pm

thus braving his own vision to re-create for 
us one of the most stunning and artistic 
pieces of film sure to go down in modern 
film history.
 The story, starring Suraj Sharma, a 
young Indian man, braves a shipwreck 
finding himself a sole survivor who has 
only zoo animals to keep him company. 
Don’t let the premise fool you. It’s an 
adventure you don’t want to miss. The 
cinematography is captivating  as is the 
uniqueness of the storyline.  It is exciting, 
imaginative and suspenseful as director 
Ang Lee recounts Pi’s experiences in the 
middle of the ocean. 
 The film will take you on a spiritual 
journey of faith, and most of all belief in 
oneself. Spiritual at the center, it is surpris-
ingly philosophical and elegant in nature. 
Surrealistic and enchanting. A must see!
Rated PG  Running time 127 minutes  

Lincoln
 In this biographical historical drama 
directed by Steven Spielberg, Daniel-
Day Lewis wows in his emulation and 
stunning portrayal of Lincoln both in 
looks and vocal intonation. This is not 
a campy, been-there-done-that, action 
packed film as one might think. It is 
cerebral, slow, intellectual, with intense 
dialogue. 
 Mostly what you will experience 
is Lincoln’s stewardship of the union 
during the Civil War years as well as 
the courtroom drama surrounding the 
discussions of the 13th Amendment; the 
abolition of slavery, and the conflicts 
within Lincoln’s cabinet. 
 Daniel Day Lewis’s character is 
endearing and so lifelike, his presence on 
camera draws you in as if you were sitting 
in the courtroom yourself. The support-
ing cast is brilliant with many familiar 
character actors present. It’s a fantastic 
portrait of Lincoln’s presidency, an en-
grossing story of his struggles through 
hostility in the Congress.
Rated PG 13 Running time 150 minutes 

Do you recognize this man? See movie reviews
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Vintage Lighter Breeze
Solutions on page 15

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) It’s a 
good time for reunions with those very 
special people from your past. You 
could be pleasantly surprised by what 
comes to light during one of these get-
togethers.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) The 
new year gets off to an encouraging 
start for the Bold Bovine who takes 
that demanding workplace challenge 
by the horns and steers it in the right 
direction.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) The 
clever Gemini will be quick to spot 
the telltale signs of workplace changes 
that could open up new opportunities 
for the right person. (And that’s you, 
isn’t it?)

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The 
Moon Child’s post-holiday letdown 
soon lifts as you begin to get back into 
your comfortable routine. Someone 
from your past extends a surprise bid 
to reconnect.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You’ve 
been the ultimate social Lion over the 
holidays. Now it’s time to relax and 
recharge your energy so you can be 
at your best when you pounce on that 
new project.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) A relationship could be moving in 
a direction you might not want to fol-
low. Step back for a better overview of 
the situation. You might be surprised 

at what you see.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) Emotions rule at the start of the 
week, affecting your perception about 
a decision. Best advice: Avoid com-
mitments until that good Libran sense 
kicks back in.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) A longtime friendship could 
take a romantic turn early in the new 
year. While this pleases your passion-
ate side, your logical self might want 
to go slow.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Someone might make 
a surprising disclosure about a trusted 
friend or workplace colleague. Stay 
cool and reserve judgment until you 
get more facts.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) You might think you’ve 
found what you’ve been looking for. 
But appearances can be deceiving. 
Don’t act on your discovery until you 
know more about it.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) You’re no doubt anxious for 
that confusing situation to be cleared 
up. But don’t press for a quick resolu-
tion or you might overlook some vital 
facts.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
Now that your holiday distractions are 
easing, you need to apply yourself to 
getting those unfinished tasks done 
so you can begin a new project with a 
clean slate.

BORN THIS WEEK: People 
respect both your wisdom and your 
deep sense of loyalty and compassion.

© 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.

Beetle Bailey (5.28.56)

Krazy Kat (6.21.43)

Snuffy Smith (7.11.38)

Solutions on page 15

Bringing Up Father (8.21.47)

Mandrake the Magician (9.11.40)

Flash Gordon (2.1.58)
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Ventura Breeze Service Directory

Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. 
Just contact advertising@venturabreeze.com or call 653-0791 for further information and to place your ad.Just contact advertising@venturabreeze.com or call 653-0791 for further information and to place your ad.

Finance Real EstateMidtown Business

VPS
Ventura Postal Services

UPS, USPS, Fedex, DHL

Your Neighbohood Mid Town
Postal, Shipping & Mail Box Rental Store

805-653-5712
VenturaPostalServices@gmail.com

2674 E. Main Street

Custom EmbroideryCustom Embroidery Quick Printing and CopiesQuick Printing and Copies Window CleaningWindow Cleaning

2 dogs X 6 years = 67,000 DOGS…YIKES!!  2 cats X 9 years = 11, 600,000 Cats...OMG!!

“We can’t add, but we sure can multiply!!”

BE A HERO…ADOPT A PET

SPAY AND NEUTER YOUR PET: SAVE A LIFE

Fine Stone Craftsmanship & Supply

Our expert craftsmen have over 25 years of experience in stone.

  805-654-1834
4835 COLT STREET SUITE B | VENTURA | WWW.VENTURA-STONE.COM

Visit Our Showroom & Slab Yard • Free In-Home Design Consultation

1 day 
install 
on most 
projects

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 
prior purchases. Offer expires 12-25-12

$2195
choose from 

20 different colors

Single slab deal
(includes 50 sq. ft.

any 1 1/2” edge detail 
& undermount sink cutout)

INSTALLED!

Two slab deal
(includes 70 sq. ft. 

any 1 1/2” edge detail 
& undermount sink cutout)

$3395
choose from 

20 different colors

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 
prior purchases. Offer expires 12-25-12

FREE Kitchen sink
16 gauge stainless 

LB300 model
with every kitchen 

countertop purchase

Harmony Project beginners already par-
ticipating in programs are Angela  Figeroa  
Hernandez,  Melanie Balboa, Fatima 
Barrera,  Daniel Espinola, Yesenia Garibay,  
Moises Orozco and Emilliano Almaza  who 
are shown with  Music Director Sarah Hodges
Photo by Bernie Goldstein

Harmony 
Project student 
concert 
 On Dec. 13, the Harmony Project 
held a Winter Recital at Sheridan Way 
Elementary School. The student concert 
was under the direction of Sarah Hodges.
 The New West Harmony Project 
provides music education, instruments, 
vocal training and music instruction 
to students at Sheridan Way school. 
The program is offered tuition free and 
features innovative music classes for 
students, grades 3-5. Students learn to 
read, write and perform music.
 After completing the beginning 
classes students choose their instrument 
and participate in 5 hours of music in-
struction per week. 
 For more info contact www.ventura 
countyharmony.com.

Kids & Families (And Santa) Together

Santa Richard 
visits loving 
organization
by Yogi Alvarado

 Every year, Kids and Families 
Together does their best to make the 
holidays a special time of year for the 

families they serve.  This year they 
joined forces with Heart to Heart to 
put on a special night with Santa for 
the families.  Thanks to the hard work 
of their staff, volunteers, and generous 
donations, families were able to spend 
some time enjoying treats and camara-
derie, and leave with a picture, a present 
and great memories.  David Friedlander, 
Executive Director, hopes to make this 
an annual event.
 Heart to Heart is a non-profit orga-
nization aiding families caring for foster 
and kinship children in Ventura County 
with durable goods.
 Kids & Families Together is a not-for-
profit support, education and counseling 
resource center that provides services for 
individuals and families in foster care, 
kinship care and adoption.  Stay tuned 
for our next issue for a story on this great 
organization or visit www.kidsandfami 
lies.org for more information.

Donate frequent 
flier miles to 
help grant 
wishes
 Make-A-Wish Tri-Counties is asking 
people to donate frequent f lier miles to 
help grant wishes. The donated miles are 
used to send sick children from Santa 
Barbara, San Luis Obispo and Ventura 
counties and their families on wish trips. 
 United, Delta, Continental or US 
Airways miles can be donated at  http://
tri-counties.wish.org/ways-to-help/
wishes-in-flightsm/. 
 One of those trips in progress is to 
Give Kids the World resort in Florida 
for 3-year-old Rudy Geyling of Goleta, 
who lives with Hypoplastic left heart 
syndrome (HLHS). HLHS means that 
the left side of his heart is underdevel-
oped and non-functioning.  It takes a 
series of three risky surgeries between 
birth and about 4 years of age to give 
HLHS patients a chance of survival.
 Locally, about 12 million miles a 
year are needed in the Tri-Counties alone 
to grant wishes and only 1-2 million are 
donated each year, making airline tickets 
an avoidable but significant expense for 
the organization.  Increased fuel costs 
over the last year have made frequent 
f lyer mile donations more important 
than ever.
 The Make-A-Wish Foundation 
grants the wishes of children with 
life-threatening medical conditions 
to enrich the human experience with 
hope, strength, and joy. With a staff of 
only four and the help of more than 100 
volunteers, the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion of the Tri-Counties has granted 
over 1200 special wishes to children in 
Ventura, Santa Barbara and San Luis 
Obispo Counties.
 If you want to refer a child to the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation, call 1-888-
899-9474 [WISH]. Donations may be 
sent to Make-A-Wish at 4222 Market 
Street, Suite D, Ventura, CA 93001. To 
donate your vehicle call 676-9474. For 

more information on these or other ways 
to help visit their website at: www.tri-
counties.wish.org.
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ArtArt, , a laa la  CCartearte
Art Scene

 Focus on the Masters and 
the Ventura County Arts Council are 
joining together to provide scholarship 
funds and exhibition opportunities to 
high school seniors who plan to pursue 
art studies in college. The Tamima 
Al-Awar Memorial Scholarship program 
provides over $2,800 in scholarships and 
the opportunity for all students applying 
for the scholarships to exhibit their work 
at the Ventura County Government 
Center in Ventura.  The competition is 
open to high school seniors who reside in 
Ventura County and who show in their 
application a commitment to further 
study in the visual arts.  Recipients for 
these scholarships are chosen by a dis-
tinguished panel of jurors from our art 
community, based on artistic merit and 
visual arts academic commitment as de-
monstrated by the student’s application, 
portfolio and essay submitted.
 All scholarship applications are 
required to be submitted online at www.
VenturaCountyArtsCouncil.org  Appli-
cations are due to the Ventura County 
Arts Council website before 4 pm, Friday 
January 11. Incomplete or late submit-
tals will not be reviewed.  Submissions 
must be signed by a faculty member 
of the student’s high school and a 
parent. There is no limit to the number 

     Barbara Hinton is one of 
the twelve local artists par-
ticipating in the Buenaven-
tura Art Association’s 
Holiday Boutique at the 
downtown gallery located 
on Santa Clara .  The 
boutique features unique 
artist made items and is 
open now through January 
5.  A variety of hand-
crafted items are available 
that are sure to make the 
perfect gift.  Visitors will 
find Christmas wreaths, 
j e w e l r y ,  p a i n t i n g s , 
Chr i s tmas or naments 
and much more. Hinton 
is a fiber and fabric artist 
and is showing handmade 

cards, felted Christmas ornaments and scarves. Additionally, a small image show is 
featured in the main gallery where visitors will find many delightful small works of art 
that would make wonderful gifts for yourself or someone else.
 And she always finds time to catch up on local news by reading the Breeze.

 The Buenaventura Art Association has announced the lineup of member artists 
who have been accepted for solo shows in its f lagship Buenaventura Gallery in 
downtown Ventura.
 Ranging from newer members to seasoned veterans, the year 2013 will feature 
artists who were judged to be able to rise to the challenge of creating exhibits that are 
unique and engaging.
 Local artist Marjorie Moskowitz was the juror for selecting the artists who have 
been invited to exhibit. Chosen to exhibit are Richard Yusim, Amy Oliver, Tasia 
Erickson, Carol Simson, Sparkle Taylor, Bob Privitt, Brent Hanson, Pamela Price-
Klebaum, Patti Post, Robert Wassell, and Arlyn Robba.
 The Buenaventura Gallery is located at 700 E. Santa Clara St. Hours are noon-5 
p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays. For more informa-
tion, visit the nonprofit Buenaventura Art Association’s website at www.buenaven 
turagallery.org.

 The season 5 finale of 
John White’s 5 x 5 x 5will 
be held on Jan. 4
 “5 artists, 5 perform-
ances, 5 minutes each” – 
that’s the premise of 5 x 5 x 
5, the popular performance 
series directed by John 
M. White during Ventura 
First Fridays monthly 
gallery crawl at 8 pm at 
the Sylvia White Gallery, 
1783 E Main St. Don’t miss 
exciting performances by 
national and local artist/
performers.

 “Moving to Ventura has brought my art work to life.  Now, as a retiree, I have a lot 
more time to invest. Over these last few years I have grown as an artist and become more 
involved in the art community in Ventura County. I am a member of the Buenaventura 
Art Association and Studio Channel Islands Art Studios.
 “I don’t have a studio, yet, but it is definitely a goal for sometime next year. 
 “Nine of my pieces are currently on display at the Red Brick Gallery, in downtown 
Ventura. Drop by to see my Neon Series.  I usually demonstrate there at the opening 
receptions.  Come visit with me.”
Tasia Erickson

 Jim Fitzgerald is one of a handful of photographic artists today who prints his tradi-
tional large and ultra-large format in-camera negatives in this process known as carbon 
transfer printing.
 Carbon transfer printing was perfected by Joseph Swan in 1864 and was the first 
permanent photographic process. In spite of the numerous photographic processes that 
have been developed between the 1860’s and the current day, carbon transfer prints are 
still considered by many to be the most beautiful as well as archival form of photography. 
In the hands of a skilled printer, the carbon process offers a wide range of image character-
istics as well as the ability to create virtually any color or tone in the final print.
 Jim will be a part of a group show featuring 5 traditional photographers at the Studio 
Channel Islands Art Center which opens on January 3, and runs through the 26th. Jim 
will host a free lecture and discussion on carbon transfer printing and the art of fine art 
print making on January 17, at 6 pm at the gallery. Opening reception is on January 5, 
from 4-6 pm. The center is located at 2221 Ventura Blvd., Camarillo.

Applications due for the Tamima 
Al-Awar Memorial Scholarship 

of applications per school.
 All students applying for the scho-
larship will be invited to exhibit their 
work in Expressions of Our Youth a 
group exhibition at the Ventura County 
Government Center shown from January 
25 through March 5.  The scholarships 
will be presented to the recipients 
at the Opening Reception & Awards 
Ceremony February 8 from 5:30 to 7 
p.m. 
 The goal of the Tamima 
Al-Awar Memorial Scholarship is 
to award annual scholarships to 
Ventura County high school seniors 
for advanced visual art studies and to 
provide the students with a professio-
nal exhibition opportunity. 
 Tamima was a graduate of The 
Thacher School where she discovered her 
passion for painting. She had planned 
to pursue a degree in Fine Arts at The 
Academy of Art College in San Francisco 
starting in January 2003. At the time of 
her passing she was enrolled in a painting 
course at Santa Barbara City College and 
painted actively at her home studio.
 Focus on the Masters and the 
Ventura County Arts Council are non-
profit 501(c)(3) organizations. Cont-
ributions to the scholarship fund are 
always welcome.

Meet Tasia Erickson...
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Youth

 Anacapa Middle School eighth-
grader Jason Najera was named Student 
of the Month for November  at the club’s 
meeting. The award was presented by 
Dave Erickson of Ventura, chairman 
of the group’s Student of the Month 
program.
 Anacapa Principal Soledad Molinar 
said she asked the Anacapa staff 
members and teachers for recommen-
dations for the award, and almost 
everyone said, “Jason, of course.” 
 “I’m proud to be here to honor 
you, Jason,” said one of his teachers, 
Laurie Curtis-Abbe. He’s liked by 
fellow students and teachers, she 
said, and is known as “the stealth 
shadow” because he seems to appear 
whenever he’s needed. When she 
announced to one of his classes that 
Jason had won the award, the other 
students applauded. He leaves his 
last class f ive minutes early each day 
to lower the school f lag and then goes 
to the YMCA to take part in the swim 
team.”
 Dave Erickson gave Jason a cer-
tif icate and a $50 gift card to Barnes 
& Noble.
 Jason’s hobbies are swimming (he’s 
on the swim team), playing percussion 
in the school wind ensemble, reading 
and school. He’s also a member of 
the SALT (Sound and Light Crew) 
and peer tutoring. He also volunteers 
at the E.P. Foster Library and at the 
Elmhurst Elementary School Library.

 On Dec.16, the Ventura Unified 
School District proudly presented 
“Share the Joy.” Their 3rd Annual 
Holiday Celebration featuring the 
No t e a bl e s  C r e s c e n d o  C o mp a ny 
directed by Heidi House and cho-
reographed by Samantha Hazen and 
Claire Burgi.  An All District Elemen-
tary School Choir, All District Middle 

Spelling B 
winners
 On Dec. 6 PEAK held their annual 
spelling B at the Ventura City Hall. The 
winning student was Daniel Malk, 
from Portola Elementary School 
(shown here with judges Raylene Villal-
pando, from Pacific Western Bank and 
Denise Sindelar, Ventura Community 
Partnerships Manager from the City of 
Ventura). 
 Students from the Program En-
richment for Afterschool Kids (PEAK) 
participated and the 2nd place winner 
was Alfredo Ruiz from Sheridan Way 
and 3rd place was Marlon Vasquez 
from Montalvo PEAK.
 It was a wonderful evening, the 
spellers brought their game and it 
was a tough competition.  The medal 
and plaques were donated by Custom 
Awards and Engraving from Ventura.  
 PEAK is a partnership including the 
City of Ventura Community Services 
Department, the Ventura Unified 
School District and the Police Activi-
ties League (PAL). PEAK was formed 
in 2002 to develop and implement an 
inclusive after school program for el-
ementary and middle school children 
serving over 500 kids per year.

 First-time triathletes, John 
Muller, 58, and Paul Rehder, 65, 
members of the Ventura-based Ven-
durance Running Club, recently 
completed the Ironman Triathlon in 
Tempe, Arizona. Muller came in at 
47th place out of 94 participants in 
the 55-59 age group while Rehder 
placed 7th among 13 participants in 
the 65-69 age group.
 Now on its eighth year, the 
Ironman Tempe, attracts over 
2,500 participants, including over 
1,000 first-timers from all 50 states 
and various countries. They had to 
complete the 2.4-mile swim, 112-mile 
bike ride and 26.2-mile run.

At a recent Ventura High versus 
Buena High varsity basketball 
game BHS  #31 Tanner Payan is 
being guarded on a fast break by 
VHS #42 Tevin Krall.  Also in on 
the action is #22 Stevie Ledesma 
and #21 Mason Pendleton of 
VHS.  Buena won the game 
42-39 at Buena High School. 
Photo by Jon Osumi

Sports

VUSD’s Annual Holiday 
Celebration
by Ana Baker 

School Choir, and an all District 
High School Choir also celebrated the 
evening of music, laughter, inspiration 
and fun that lifted your spirits and 
warmed your heart.  A portion of all 
the proceeds went to the Homeless and 
Foster Youth Programs in VUSD and 
to the Company College Scholarship 
Program.

Jason Najera, front center, shows his Student 
of the Month award to his parents Mike 
and Peggy Najera, Dave Erickson, teacher 
Laurie Curtis-Abbe and principal of Anacapa 
Soledad Molinar 

Optimists 
honor Anacapa 
student

The East Ventura Optimist Club is 
part of Optimist International, which 
has as its slogan, “Friend of Youth.” 
The club generally meets at noon on 
the third Wednesday of the month 
from September to April and sponsors 
the major Ventura Seaside Basketball 
Tournament every year to raise money 
for schools in the Ventura Unified 
School District and other groups that 
sponsor programs for youths.


