
FREE

                   Vol. 3, No. 11                                          Published Every Other Wednesday                                             March 10 - 23, 2010                       Vol. 5, No. 25     Published Every Other Wednesday     www.venturabreeze.com     September 19 – October 2, 2012           

While celebrating 
Shubun no Hi 

(Autumnal Equinox Day) 
in Japan you can always 
catch up with the Breeze 

at venturabreeze.com

This issue’s

Face of Ventura
by Johanna Spinks

 is on page 10.

Small Business of the Year!

-

New interim Ventura city manager Johnny 
Johnston will be working for no salary.

Ventura City 
Council names 
interim city 
manager
 The Ventura City Council unani-
mously named Johnny Johnston (who 
retired in 2008 as chief executive officer 
of Ventura County) as the interim City 
Manager during a closed session on 
September 10. Johnston comes to the 
City with nearly forty years’ experience 
in municipal government and assumed 
his new position on September 16.
 Johnny Johnston will replace City 
Manager Rick Cole who resigned on 
August 29 after the council voted 4-3 
to not keep him on as the city manager. 
Three council members voted against 
accepting Cole’s resignation, Carl 
Morehouse, Brian Brennan and Neal 
Andrews.
 He has declined a salary and benefits, 
stating that it is a privilege to serve the 
public after retirement. Johnston is paid 
just under $200,000 a year in pension 
benefits from his more than 20 years of 
working for the county. 
 Mayor Mike Tracy stated “Johnny has 
a solid history of leading organizations 
and he understands the issues Ventura is 
facing. His leadership during this transi-
tion will play a critical role in completing 
projects and ensuring our commitment 
to efficient and accountable service to 
our community.”
 He ra n t he Cou nt y ’s  Genera l 
S er v ices  Agenc y i n t he 198 0 ’s  a nd

Continued on page 4

 On Sept. 12 a “retirement” party was 
held in the atrium at city hall for departing 
city manager Rick Cole. The standing 
room only event featured food, wine, a few 
speeches and even a mariachi band.
 In attendance were a “few” city 
council members, county supervisor Steve 
Bennett (and his challenger Bob Roper in 
the upcoming election), city employees 
and even a few gadflies who have given 
Cole much static during his time as city 
manager (maybe they thought that it was 
a wake).
 Also new interim city manager Johnny 
Johnston was there to casually meet 
Venturans.
 Cole surprised all by announcing 
that he has accepted the position of 
administrator at the downtown San 
Buenaventura Mission.

J

The efforts of lovely Johanna Spinks and 
FOOD Share president and CEO Bonnie 
Weigel made the gathering as wonderful as it 
was.

Face of Ventura 
brings city 
together, part 2
by Tim Pompey

 The “Face of Ventura by Johanna 
Spinks” gathering was held at the 
Museum of Ventura County’s Martin 
V. Smith Pavilion, where 400 of Spinks’ 
admirers and portrait subjects turned 
out to celebrate and catch a final glimpse 
of the original portraits. 
 The subjects she painted were wide-
ranging in age and experience.
 Bjorn McMillan, for instance, was 
referred through an article published 
about him in the Ventura County 
Star. McMillan is a local athlete who 
volunteers with an organization called 
School on Wheels. “I think Sheldon gave 
the article to Johanna, who contacted 
School on Wheels and got in touch,” said 
McMillan.
 McMillan was surprised when he 
received the call. “It was kind of a shock 
because you don’t expect recognition,” 
he said. “It’s something you do because 
you want to do it. To have someone take 
a minute out of their day and say that I 
want to recognize you for your contri-
butions, it’s kind of amazing.”
 For local business owner and 
concert promoter Mark Hartley, his 
connection to Spinks was musical. 
“I’ve known Johanna’s husband for 25 
years,” he said. “We met many years 
ago working for Genesis. She asked 
me about having a painting done and I 
agreed. I saw her work and I was really 
impressed. I thought it was a really 
great concept and there was a charity 
element with FOOD Share.”
 Donna Granata, executive director

Continued on page 4

A full house shared Rick Cole’s going away party

Rick Cole to run the 
San Buenaventura Mission

 The Rev. Tom Elewaut, pastor of 
the mission (for the last 1 ½ years) was 
there and stated that “Beginning Nov. 
1, he (Cole) will be responsible for the 
day-to-day administrative and volunteer 
operations at the Mission.”
 Besides the day to day running of 
the Mission he will be considering some 
future construction projects on several 
sites owned by the Mission.
 Cole “retired” after the city council 
voted 4-3 to not renew his contract.
 Per Cole’s severance agreement with 
the city he will be paid for the next seven 
months at his salary of $174,000 a year 
and will receive health and life insurance 
benefits for that period. He will have 
until January, 2016, to repay the city the 
$325,000 that was loaned him when he 
was hired to buy a mid-town residence. 

 Facing a dynamic growth period at the Ventura Harbor, former Ventura Mayor 
Jim Friedman and environmental consultant Everard Ashworth have become the 
Ventura Port District’s newest commissioners.
 The Ventura City Council appointed both Friedman and Ashworth to fill vacancies 
on the Port District board. The council also reappointed Commissioner Greg Carson to 
serve another term.
 Friedman said he hopes to see a closer working relationship between the Port 
District Commission and the Ventura City Council, and he looks forward to exploring 
enhanced marketing of the Ventura Harbor. 
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Depart Ventura
4:30am • 6:30am • 8:30am  • 10:45am 
• 1:00pm • 3:15pm • 5:30pm • 7:30pm 
•  Oxnard departs 15 minutes later.
•  No departures: 7:30pm Vta, 7:45pm Oxn,
on Saturdays only.

Depart LAX
6:30am • 8:30am • 11:00am • 1:00pm • 3:15pm 
• 5:30pm • 7:30pm 
• No departures 9:30pm Saturdays only.
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BACK TO SCHOOL 2012 
 
Following are just some of the local op ons and 
resources available in Ventura County as we get back 
into the School Groove. A complete up-to-date list with 
links and contact informa on can be found on our site 
at www.ventura-ca.parentclick.com 
 
Balanced Paren ng 
Camarillo Yoga Center 
Carey Chronis, MD 
Children’s Services Auxiliary 
Community Roots Garden 
County Schools Federal Credit Union 
Curious Photography 
Cynthia Z. Hansen, M. Ed.  
First 5 Ventura County 
GeRo Photography 
Heart 2 Heart 
Heartbreaker Photography 

Johanna Pearce, Club Salon 
Lillia Coppa, MD 
Main Street Dental Group 
MouthMan.com 
Paci c View Mall 
Peas & Carrots 
Sunny Smiles Den stry 
The Kim Pagano Show on AM1520 
The Oaks Mall 
The Ventura Breeze 
Vitality Chiroprac c 
Whitney Hartmann Photography

 

Fresh Greek and Mediterranean Cuisine from family 
recipes that are sure to satisfy your appetite, please your taste buds 

and bring traditional fl avors of Greece to you!

Family owned for over 30 YEARS!
Homemade Desserts, Imported Olives & Olive Oils, 

Pastas, Spices and Much More!
Deli, Cold cuts, Authentic Cheeses

805.648.4200
2632 E. Main Street, Ventura, CA 93003

market & grill

NOW
OPEN!

DINE 
IN

CARRY 
OUT
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City of 
Ventura Classes
 Call (805) 658-4726 or (805) 
654-7552 to register, if you already 
have an account online, visit www.
cityofven tura.net
 Art classes for Youth and Tots at the 
Barranca Vista Center 
Cartooning 8-12 years 
9/24-11/5  Monday  4:00-5:00pm $50
 Draw wonderful characters with Mr. 

Correction...
 In our last issue the article 
rega rd ing Jim Dura n being 
app oi nt e d  a s  t he  e xe c ut ive 
director of Project Understanding 
contained a wrong phone number. 
“Parents seeking help for their 
children’s schoolwork can contact 
K a t hy a t  8 05.6 42 .1326 .”  T he 
correct phone number is 652.1326. 
We apologize for any inconve-
nience that this may have caused 
Don Mezt.

Religion

Face of Ventura
Continued from page 1
for Focus on the Masters, found that 
having her portrait painted was both 
familiar and enlightening. Granata’s orga-
nization has done photo portraits of more 
than 180 local artists. But this time she was 
the subject rather than the artist. “It’s one 
of those experiences that every portraitist 
should have, being on the other side,” she 
said. “As I sat there being scrutinized and 
studied, it reminded me of the need to be 
sensitive to my sitter and help them be as 
comfortable as they can.”
 For portrait subject Clyde Reynolds, 
executive director of Turning Point Foun-
dation, the partnership between a social 
service nonprofit and an artist is an innova-
tive idea. “It’s always good when a nonprofit 
can join with a public project as visible as 
this and be able to find a way to get support 
from it,” said Reynolds.
 Spinks described how difficult it was to 
pull together 57 different portrait subjects. 
“It’s having to work on a schedule and get 
them booked, painted, photographed, and 
in the paper,” she noted. “This around my 
own portrait schedule. At different times, 
I had a broken wrist, skin cancer, and days 
when I had to travel to paint other clients.”
 The highlights for her were those 
moments when she had one-on-one con-
versations with her subjects. “I’m surprised 
by how people shared with me personally,” 
she said. “It was a moment when two people 
sat and talked to each other. It was a real 
honest connection.”
 Her husband Paddy credited the 
collection’s success to his wife’s determi-
nation.  “The dedication it takes, nobody 
knows,” he said. “The fact that it’s done 
from life is a very hard thing to do. It takes a 
lot of courage.”
 Despite the challenges, Spinks feels 
the payoff was worth the effort. So much 
so, she wants to keep the collection intact. 
“Having seen the outpouring of warmth, 
it was really an extraordinary moment,” 
said Spinks. “I would like to reach out to 
the community to have the paintings kept 
together. I can’t imagine breaking the set up 
and selling it piece by piece. I’m putting the 
idea out there that this group of sketches be 
kept together for longevity rather than just 
go into a storage unit.”
 She believes that in some form or 
fashion, she will continue these types 
of portrait projects. “I’m continuing the 
concept of very regularly painting sitters 
in life just as we’ve done in the Ventura 
Breeze,” she said. “It has solidified for 
me this desire to do this in-depth kind of 
recording of people through my brush and 
portrait artist eye. I just want to go deeper 
into that concept and get better and better 
at searching deeply while growing my 
artistic capabilities.”

Interim city manager
Continued from page 1
served as the deputy executive officer 
for the Los Angeles County Superior 
Court in the 1990’s before returning to 
the County of Ventura and serving as 
the county executive officer for seven 
years.  He has been a city manager at a 
very early age. His first city manager’s 
job, in Artesia, came at age 25, and at 
28 he was hired as Ojai’s city manager. 
 Johnston told the Breeze “Mayor 
Mike Tracy was referred to me as 
someone who might provide insight 
into the issues and process of dealing 
with a change in administrative lead-
ership.  In the course of our conver-
sation, he asked if I would consider 
helping the City.”
 “After listening to Mike, 
talking with Rick Cole and meeting 
with the search committee, I felt 
this was an opportunity to give 
something back to the county seat 
where I had spent such a large part of 
my career.  I hope to be a stabilizing 
inf luence on the staff, a unifying force 
for the Council, and a savings to the 
taxpayers.” 
 At his last city council meeting 
Rick Cole said “What’s been touching 
to me is the number of people who 

Promenade 
repair

Starting in September, the City will 
be repairing deteriorated portions of the 
beachfront Promenade and perform-
ing maintenance to provide a safe 
walkway for pedestrians.  This project 
is expected to extend the design life 
of the structure by another 20 years 
or more and reduce costly emergency 
repairs and on-going maintenance.
 The project includes refurbish-
ment of the existing beach access stairs 
at Paseo de Playa and restoration of 
the Promenade concrete structure by 
repairing concrete cracks and spalls, 
and waterproofing the structure from 
further saltwater corrosion.  
 Maintaining this tourist attraction is 
important to our economy and the tens 
of thousands of visitors and residents 
that enjoy our beaches each year.
 Beachgoers will have access to the 
Promenade during construction and 
the entrance at Paseo de Playa will 
remain open

said, ‘I didn’t always agree with you, 
Mr. Cole, but I respect your commit-Backpacks for 

Success was a 
success! 
 The River Community Church 
(TRC) gave out over 300 backpacks 
filled with school supplies, for pre-K 
to high school students, on Saturday, 
August 11. This backpack giveaway 
gave assistance to children in the 
area whose parents needed help with 
providing backpacks and school 
supplies for the upcoming school 
year.
 Mel Sheeler, President of Sheeler 
Moving & Storage, donated all the 
boxes that participating local busi-
nesses used to help collect backpacks 
and school supplies.
 Skating Plus, in Ventura gra-
ciously donated space in their 
skating rink from 8 am to 11 am. 
The event started with a delicious 
pancake breakfast cooked up by The 
Palms Assisted Living.
 Pam Duran, who coordinated 
the event, stated, “Our first annual 
backpack giveaway was a success and 
turned out even better than expected. 
Everyone seemed to be very grateful 
for the pancakes and backpacks, 
and the kids really enjoyed the 
face painting, not to mention the 
free Bibles and Journals each child 
received. It was exciting to see how 
many people wanted prayer for the 
upcoming school year.”
 Because of the great response 
to the backpack giveaway, this is a 
tradition that will be repeated in 
the years to come thanks to so many 
kind donations by people in the 
community.  There were boxes in over 
50 businesses throughout the city of 
Ventura, including City Hall. 
The River Community Church is 
known for being “Your partners in 
life.”   For more information about 
The River Community Church, 
please visit their website at www.
TheRiverCommunity.org or call the 
church office at 212-8240.

City News

Water rates
 The city of Ventura is suing their 
underground supplier for its outdated 
rates.  The city feels that residential and 
business rates are out of proportion with 
the benefits they receive from it.  A new 
rate was passed in June that included a 
39 percent increase that was approved 
by the United Water Conservation Dis-
trict’s board.  The city is charged $119.25 
per acre-foot, up from $85.50 in the 2011 
fiscal year and the year before that was 
$58.50. The city’s suit is against the 3-1 
ratio that United uses to determine fees. 
For instance, Ventura’s urban customers 
are charged, $119.25 per 326,000 gallons, 
agricultural customers pay one-third of 
that or $39.75.

Scott, a cartoon master. No class 10/22. 
Instructor Mr. Scott. Classes held at 
Barranca Vista Center, 7050 Ralston St., 
Ventura. 
Art Adventures for Youth 7-12 years 
9/26-11/7  Wednesday  3:30-4:30pm  $50
 Unleash your imagination through 
paint, pastels, sculpture and collage! 
No class 10/24. Classes held at Barranca 
Vista Center, 7050 Ralston St. Ventura.,  
Let’s Paint 3-6 years 
9/27-11/8  Thursday 9:15-10am  $50
 Discover paint magic with new tech-
niques and projects every week. No class 
10/25. Classes held at Barranca Vista 
Center, 7050 Ralston St., Ventura. 
Art Adventures for Tots! 3-6 years 
9/27-11/8  Thursday 10:15-11:00am  $50
 Express yourself through the art 
of mixed media and paper collage. No 
class 10/25. Classes held at Barranca 
Vista Center, 7050 Ralston St., 
Ventura. 
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Tell me, I’ll forget. Show me, I may remember. But involve me and 
I’ll understand.
       – Chinese proverb

The Ventura Breeze 
is calling you!

Learn the newspaper biz while having a 
good time!  The Ventura Breeze, Ventura’s 

only local community based newspaper, 
is looking for interns (that means that 

you don’t get paid) to work on the paper.  
Learn the newspaper business by writing , 

editing , doing interviews, covering the 
Ventura City Council meetings, taking 

photos, cleaning our office and other fun 
and interesting stuff. This is just a 

“when you have the time” position.  
If interested please contact  
editor@venturabreeze.com

■ At the recent 
going away party, 
held at city hall 
for departing city 
manager Rick Cole he 
informed the audience 
that he has accepted 
the position of being 

the administrator at the downtown 
Ventura Mission. He must have felt 
that God is a higher power than the city 
council (I wonder if all of the council 
members would agree?).
 I’m glad that he will be staying 
in Ventura and think that he did an 
admirable job of running Ventura as 
our city manager. It is a tough position 
dealing with the city council, city 
employees and the citizens of Ventura. 
■ The city council has approved (7-0) 
its support for the Summer Concert 
Series to be located in the parking 
lot above city hall. The 2013 Summer 
Concert Series will be held from May 
2013 to October 2013. 
 It was originally hoped that it could 
start this year but due to the complexity 
of the issues it took longer than anticipat-
ed to make it happen. The promoters have 
until Nov. 30 to sign the final agreement 
with the city. Local restaurant owner and 
music agent-producer Mark Hartley is 
working with Nederlander Concerts to 
present the latest addition to Ventura’s 
growing cultural diversity. Among other 
venues Nederlander puts on the concerts 
at the Santa Barbara Bowl.
■ The Ventura County Board of Su-
pervisors has voted 4-1 to give their 
conceptual support to the creation of a 
Ventura River Parkway that could create 
a continuous network of parks, trails and 
recreation areas along the 16 mile river. 
At the meeting Supervisor Steve Bennett 
stated “This is a great opportunity for 
conservation, recreation, tourism and for 
the enhancement of the river”.
 I’m not sure what “conceptual 
support” means exactly, hopefully some 
funds go along with this. This would be 
a great outdoor area for Venturans and 
others to enjoy with unlimited potential. 
But the homeless situation in the river 
bed must be dealt with before this could 
ever really happen.

 Just where do they go after we 
remove them from their “homes” in the 
river bottom?
■ The wonderful show at the county 
museum for the “Face Of Ventura by 
Johanna Spinks” portrait series was such 
a wonderful success that I want to share 
some final comments with you from 
some of those who attended the event.
 If you missed the event please look 
at a wonderful video by George Alger 
at “ourventura.com” “ventura artstv” 
and scroll down to “Local portrait series 
legacy” and interviews on KADYTV.com 
and even more at “thefaceofventura.com”.
 Those that were not able to attend 
are asking where they can be seen. Right 
now the portraits are in storage but 
there are several plans for them to be 
exhibited again. The Breeze will keep 
you informed when this happens.
Donna Granata: “Congratulations 
again Johanna! I am so honored to be 
part of your amazing project. Unifying 
the whole community through your 

passion is quite an accomplishment 
and a noble deed. You should be so 
proud of yourself. Congratulations 
and thank you to Sheldon Brown also. 
You had a wonderful partnership and 
our community is richer for all of your 
efforts.”
Randy Hinton: “Nice seeing you at 
the Faces of Ventura celebration. My 
comments at the event were heartfelt.  It 
was a pleasure having the opportunity to 
support the Breeze, just as it was an honor 
to present you with the Small Business 

of the Year Award last year. The Breeze 
serves a unique and important role in our 
community.  You focus on stories about 
people and events in Ventura that are 
often overlooked by other papers, while 
keeping an eye on City government with 
refreshingly honest editorials. Thank 
you for being an independent, alterna-
tive voice in Ventura and congratulations 
on your success in creating a paper that 
everyone I know reads.”
Susanne Lammot: “We have a great 
community and you and Johanna 
brought us all together - for a happy 
occasion!  Thank you.”
Mary McGrath: “Perfect! Loved the 
mirror to bring each person in the 
room into the scene. And now it’s 
you! Not many artists have a gallery 
while painting. Not only do you work 
incredibly fast paced, you have people 
wandering in and out and chatting 
while you work! Extraordinary!”
Barbara Meister: “CONGRATULA-
TIONS!!  The ‘Face of Ventura’ event 
was a great success!!  You and Johanna 
have done an outstanding job in 
creating this project!!” 
Kat Merrick: “Seeing all the faces 
together was heartwarming. It takes a 
village and you have captured some of 
those that make it such a special village.”
Pablo Plasencia: “I wanted to thank 
you for including the Ventura Jazz 
Collective in your celebration of the 
Face of Ventura.  The band’s webpage 
is www.thevjc.net.  I do want to differ-
entiate between the band and the not-
for-profit of which I am the director.  
The Ventura County Harmony Project 
is a 501(c)(3) not for profit charity that 
provides musical instruments, instruc-
tion, and opportunities to perform 
to low-income, high-potential kids in 
Ventura.  Thank you, again, for your 
kind inclusion of my band in the fes-
tivities last Sunday!” 
Jim Spencer and Shirley Lorraine: 
“We applaud, commend and admire the 
magnificent event you staged today.  Your 
efforts show two things - you and the 
Ventura Breeze have really brought the 
community together and you continue to 
prove that the cream still rises to the top.”

Ventura Mayor Mike Tracy was sure to get 
the key to the executive bathroom returned by 
Rick Cole.

Dear Council persons,
 I have heard that there are some 
negative views projected to the Council 
for releasing Rick from his position as 
City Manager. I have had to let 50 to a 
100 people go in my previous career, and 
it is not easy. But, it has always been best 
for both sides. If you are not appreciated, 
then why would it be desirable to stay. 
And, the employer has the opportunity to 
correct those issues. We cannot say that 
everything not achieved was the fault of 
Rick, quite the opposite. However, I said 
to Bill Fulton, when he was newly elected 
as mayor, that Ventura has an intrinsic 
problem that is not being addressed, and 
that was creating a better business envi-
ronment. Civics is not my field, but, the 
funds needed to run the city are either 
coming from taxes on residents, hand 
outs from State or Federal governments, 
or from taxes generated by business 
activity. And I finished the discussion 
with “the lack of business development 
is my major problem with the direction 
of our City government, especially if 
we miss our fair share as the world 
economies improve”. The focus needed 
changing, and under our government 
charter that falls on the City Manger, a 

Dear Editor:
 How can anyone be against 
universal health coverage? Can 
anyone be against chocolate candy? 
Or puppies? Chocolate candy makes 
one feel good and puppies are so cute 
and cuddly and makes one feel good.  
Universal health care makes everyone 
– absolutely everyone – feel good.
 How can anyone who has been 
cared for when sick begrudge anyone 
else that same comfort?
 When the populace has access to 
preventive health care, everyone stays 
healthier. When the populace has 

hired not elected position.
 Rick is a fine individual and very 
knowledgeable. I think he will benefit 
from the relief from the change.
 Closing, I support your difficult 
decision.
John Whitman

access to doctors, hospitals, medicine, 
everyone stays healthier. It’s that 
simple. If my neighbor is healthy, I 
can’t catch anything from him. If my 
neighborhood is healthy, so am I. If 
my country is healthy, I live longer and 
better. It’s that simple.
  And the costs stay down. It’s 
cheaper to look after healthy people 
than sick people. We all know that.
 I’m not just talking theory. I experi-
enced the benefits of universal health 
care in England, in Denmark, even in 
Bulgaria. I needed medical attention 
and I got it in all those places. At no 
cost. And with competent, caring pro-
fessionals.
 Advances in medicine have been 
spectacular. Making health care 
available to everyone in the United 
States will be equally spectacular. 
C’mon, share the chocolate bar.  
Sincerely,
Esther Cole
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Community Events

Ventura events
by Ana Baker

Sept. 22: Bargain Box, the thrift store 
sponsored by Assistance League of 
Ventura County, will be featuring a 
special sale of Dolls and Boxes on 
Saturday, from Noon to 4p.m.  A large 
selection of dolls and boxes will be 
available for sale.  Bargain Box is located 
at 1975 E.  Main St.  All proceeds will 
benefit the philanthropic programs of 
Assistance League of Ventura County.  
For more information call 643-5593.
Sept. 23: Living History Day at the 
Olivas Adobe Historical Park on 
Sunday, from 11a.m. to 3p.m. Let us 
take you back in time and to the life on 
a California Rancho in the 1860s and 
witness everyday activities there and 
sample authentic Mexican food for a 
small fee. The Olivas Adobe Historical 
Park is located at 4200 Olivas Park Drive. 
General admission $3, children under 12 
years of age $1, children younger than 4 
free.  Information olivasadobe.org
Sept. 23: Camerata Pacifica’s 
Season 23 Opening on Sunday, at 
3p.m. at Temple Beth Torah in Ventura. 
In addition to Huang Ruo’s premiere 
of In Other Words we will present Henri 
Tomasi Cinq Danses Profanes et Sacres for 
Wind Quintet, Luciano Berio Opus Number 
Zoo for Wind Quintet; and Ludwig van 
Beethoven Septet in E-f lat Major, Op.20. 
Performing will be Adrian Spence, f lute; 
Nicholas Daniel, oboe; Jose Franch-Ball-
ester , clarinet; John Steinmetz, bassoon; 
Michael Thornton, horn; Catherine 
Leonard, violin; Agnes Gottschewski, 
violin; Richard Yongjae O’Neill, viola; 
Robert Brophy, viola; Ani Aznavoorian, 
cello; Tim Eckert, double bass; Ji-Hye 
Jung, percussion.
Sept. 24: Livingston Visiting Nurse 
Association and Dr. Fredrick 
Menninger from Ventura Orthopedics 
will conduct a Joint Replacement 
Class to prepare you for total knee or 
hip replacement surgery. Bring your 
Questions for the Orthopedic Surgeon.  
Learn what you need to know before and 
after Knee and Hip surgery.  Educational 
Materials and Exercises will be given to 
help you heal and recover faster. Open to 
the public and free of charge, the class 
will be held on Monday, at 4p.m. at Help 
of Ojai – Oak Tree House; 111 W. Santa 
Ana Street, Ojai. RSVP Diana Davis: 
642-0239 x 739.
Sept. 24: UC/Cal State Application 
Workshop. This free program will be at 
7 p.m. on Monday in the Topping Room 
of E.P. Foster Library, 651 E. Main Street.  
Free parking is available behind the 
library.  Judy Oberlander MA, Indepen-
dent Educational Consultant with more 
than 27 years experience as a school 
and independent counselor will present 
information on how to get started, 
materials needed, changing admission 

 In February Ventura will host a cele-
bration of the historical Italian Renais-
sance and the modern Venice carnival.  
The festival offers young and old alike 
the chance to dress in period attire and 
experience a slice of the vibrant life of 
Renaissance Italy. 
 On Sunday, October 7, Southern 
California’s top designers of historical 
apparel will share their lavish and 
unique renaissance costumes and ac-
cessories in the Ventura Crowne Plaza 
Grand Ballroom. Show performances 
are scheduled at 1, 2:30 and 4 pm. The 
shows performances will also include 
Renaissance dancers, musicians and 

Now that dancing at Music Under the Stars 
is finished for the season it’s time to learn the 
history of the Olivas Adobe.

Experience the 
Olivas Adobe’s 
Living History 
Day
 What was California ranch life really 
like in the 1860s? Find out on Sunday, 
September 23, from 11 am to 3 pm, 
while having great family fun as you ex-
perience the daily activities of a bygone 
era at Ventura’s historic hacienda — the 
Olivas Adobe, located at 4200 Olivas 
Park Drive. Purchase tickets at the door: 
free for children under 4, $1 for children 
under 12 and $3 for everyone else. More 
information is available at www.olivasa 
dobe.org.
 “The Olivas Adobe’s Living History 
Day is a highly entertaining and educa-
tional event that celebrates the historical 
contribution of the Mexican pioneers 
who settled Ventura County during the 
Rancho Period,” said Danny Whitaker, 
coordinator for the Olivas Adobe His-
torical Interpreters, the all-volunteer 
docent group organizing this event as 
well as other year round activities at 
the Olivas Adobe.
 Inside the courtyard, visitors will 
see a typical day in 1862 on Rancho San 
Miguel (the land grant name for the 
Olivas Adobe), enacted by docents in 
period costumes. Daily rancho events 

Women of 
Jewelia to 
partner with 
CASA 
 The Women of Jewelia, the 13 women 
behind the National Bestseller, The 
Necklace, and CASA of Ventura County 
are partnering to produce I am for the 
Child, a special buffet luncheon to raise 
funds to support CASA, an organiza-
tion dedicated to matching trained 
and certified volunteer advocates with 
children in the County’s foster care 
system.  The luncheon will be held on 
Sunday, September 30th at Cafe Frienze, 
563 West Los Angeles Ave., Moorpark, 
from 1:00-4pm.
 Tickets for the luncheon are $65 and 
seating is limited to 100 guests. Accom-
modations will be made to sit groups 
together.  Raffle tickets are available for 
$25 each, or five for $100.  For ticket in-
formation please call the CASA office at 
389-3120, visit our www.casaofventura 
county.org, or call Santa Barbara Travel 
in Ventura at 650-6999. 

The hills will be 
alive with music
 On Saturday, September 22, the 
Ventura Hillsides Conservancy will host 
the 10th annual Ventura Hillsides 
Music Festival at Arroyo Verde Park.  
Headlined by Blues Traveler, Dr. John 
& The Lower 911, and Elvin Bishop, the 
Ventura Hillsides Music Festival will 
raise money for the Conservancy, whose 
mission is “to protect and conserve open 
space resources through acquisition 
of land and easements, stewardship of 
protected lands, and public education 
about local natural resources.” The 
family-friendly event starts at 1:00 p.m. 
(gates open at 11:30 a.m.) and runs 
until dusk. Children age 10 and under 
admitted for free, and beverages, beer 
on tap, and fine wine and food available 
for sale. Additionally, a pre-party will 
take place Friday, September 21, from 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Crowne 
Plaza Ventura’s Lanai Patio, 450 Harbor, 
and will include complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres, live entertainment, and 
happy hours beverage prices. Festival 
musical highlights include:
 General Admission tickets are $50 
each, and Gold Circle tickets, which 
include front and center seats, a free 
chair, personal wait staff service, and a 
swag bag with gifts from local business, 
are $150, with packages available for 
families and groups. Free parking 
will be provided at Ventura College, 
and buses will shuttle concertgoers 
to Arroyo Verde Park. For tickets, 
call 643-8044 or visit www.ventura 
hillsides.org.

Designers of historical apparel will share their lavish costumes at the Ventura Crowne Plaza

Renaissance Fashion Show to 
open Carnevale Ventura season

entertainers.
 The Designers’ Fashion Show will 
kick off a series of events leading up 
to the Carnevale Ventura weekend of 
February 8 – 10. Other educational 
programs are in the works this Fall for 
classes in making costumes, masks and 
accessories. 
 The “Carnevale Ventura” theme 
is based on sculptures by artist and 
historian George Stuart that are on 
exhibit at the Museum of Ventura 
County. 
 For more information www.carneva 
leventura.org, email info@carnevaleven 
tura.org 

such as spinning, weaving, roping, 
blacksmithing, and baking demonstra-
tions will give visitors an appreciation 
of these hardy pioneers. Local actors 
Doug Friedlander and Rosalee Calvillo 
will provide period entertainment, and 
Leif Engeswick, master of mechanical 
musical instruments, will provide music 
throughout the day.
 Besides the baking demonstrations, 
visitors can enjoy tacos, beverages, and 
other treats for sale.
 For more information and driving 
directions go to www.olivasadobe.org. 
All proceeds go toward the maintenance 
of the Olivas Adobe.

Fashion show 
for business 
professionals
 Preparations are well underway 
for the Ventura Young Professionals 
Group’s “WORK IT” fashion event. 
Guests will experience a quality pro-
duction and red carpet treatment-
meeting local designers, mingling 
with models, soaking up the latest in 
fashion design while enjoying light 
appetizers.
 This must attend, over-the-top, 
high-end event will bring together 
business professionals and showcase 
styles by local retailers and designers 
exhibiting an array of categories 
from vintage/hipster, day wear, and 
work to evening attire that will turn 
heads. Models will be styled by local 
makeup consultants, hair salons and 
wardrobe stylists and will strut the 
runway in a fast-paced show to music 
and narration.
 “WORK IT” will be held on 
Friday, September 21, at the Crowne 
Plaza Ventura Beach, 450 E. Harbor 
Blvd.  Doors open at 6pm. General 
admission is $35. YPG and Chamber 
members may buy tickets for only $25, 
but please call the Chamber to receive 
your discounted tickets.  There will 
be an additional $5 charge for tickets 
purchased at the door.  For tickets, 
sponsorship or advertising inquiries, 
or for more information, call Charleen 
Morla at  643-7222 or visit www.Ven 
turaChamber.com.
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Ojai events
 

 The Pink Ladies of Rydell High 
School are the female peers of the Burger 
Palace Boys. The Grease cast includes 
two from Ventura, David Stewart and 
Holly Fields.
 Backing them up is a crew headed 
by Producer Frank Malle, Stage 
Manager Sheryl-Jo Bedal, Heather 
Smith doing costumes, technical 
direction by Steve Grumette and set 
design by Neva Williams.

policies, tips for filling out the extracur-
ricular section of the UC application, 
and suggestions for substantive UC 
essays. For more information email, 
oberlanderjudy@hotmail.com.  
Sept. 28:   Haunted Restaurants and 
saloons of Ventura. A Tour and Talk
located at Bank of Books, 748 East Main 
Street, from 7p.m. to 9p.m. on Friday. 
Lecture fee/donation is $5 per person. 
Ghost hunter Richard Senate will offer 
a lecture and tour on haunted restau-
rants and pubs in Ventura at the Bank 
of Books. This is a haunted tour that 
may well end with a pub crawl and due 
to the adult nature of the material, no 
one under 18 is permitted on this unique 
tour.  Contact 643-3154
Sept. 29: Laubach Literacy of 
Ventura County is offering free 
training and materials for people inter-
ested in volunteering to teach English 
as a Second Language (ESL) to adults 
living in Ventura County. Training takes 
place Saturday from 9a.m. to 3p.m. and 
on Saturday October 13 from 9a.m. to 
noon. For information call 482-6322.   
Training takes place at the Veterans’ 
Residence at 10900 Telephone Road.
Oct. 1 & 15: The Ventura County 
Philatelic Society, Mondays 7:30p.m. 
to 9p.m. at the Church of the Foothills,  
6279 Foothill Rd.  Stamp dealer will 
be present. Admission and parking are 
free. Contact: vcpsforyou@lycos.com or 
320-1601
Oct. 2: Mended Hearts of Ventura.
Come share if you have had heart surgery 
or stent implant. Group meets the first 
Tuesday each month, Tuesday 7p.m. 
to 9p.m. at the Community Memorial 
Hospital on the 8th floor. They have 
excellent speakers, leading Cardiolo-
gists, Nutritionists, Dietitians, etc. from 
our area. Contact: Richard Hatcher 
644-2733
Oct. 3: The Beach Cities Neighbors 
and Newcomers Club, (BCNN) is 
a group of active women of all ages 
who live in Ventura, Oxnard, or Port 
Hueneme and enjoy activities such as 
hiking, bridge, dining, wine outings, 
reading, mah jong, cooking etc. For more 
information, please join their monthly 
meeting at 9:30 a.m. Meetings are held 
at The Greek Restaurant located at 1583 
Spinnaker Drive, Ventura Harbor. No 
charge for meeting and no reservation 
is required.  Coffee or Tea is available at 
a nominal charge of $1. Guest Speaker: 
Carol Leish, M.A.Subject:  Call me 
capable, learn how to take the “Dis” out 
of Disability and focus on “Ability”

Bollywood 
Indian 
Restaurant #4 
– a flavorful 
production

by Dillon Patrick

 I’m not the first to write a review 
about Bollywood Indian Restaurant 
#4. Bollywood is entirely familiar with 
receiving positive reviews, proudly dis-
playing them throughout the restaurant, 
and now I know why. The name alone is 
enough to draw me in out of curiosity. 
It conjures images of elaborate song and 
dance numbers between courses, but once 
inside, you’ll quickly learn that this under-
stated eatery shares almost no similarities 
with a Bollywood production. It’s small, 

 Grease performs through Oct. 7 
at Ojai ACT, 113 S. Montgomery St. 
at 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 7 
p.m. Sundays; cost is $25 general and 
$20 students, seniors and Art Center 
members. Reservations strongly 
advised, and the best way is order 
online at www.OjaiACT.org; otherwise 
call 640-8797.Photo by Mary M. Long
 From September 21 to 
September 23: The Ojai Founda-
tion will be sponsoring and hosting 
an intercultural and intergenerational 
gathering of indigenous cultural 
leaders from around the world and 
youth from communities in Santa 
Barbara, Ventura, and Los Angeles 
counties. The “Walk of Peace” and 
“Gathering of the Ages” events are 
an opportunity for future leaders to 
learn indigenous cultural practices 
from around the world, broadening 
their capacities to support sustain-
able and diverse communities and 
organizations.  Programming begins 
on Friday with a Walk of Peace from 
sister organization Meditation Mount 
to The Ojai Foundation, held in con-
junction with the UN International 
Peace Day, and traversing a beautiful 
semi-wilderness area of the Upper 
Ojai Valley.
 Performances to Grow On will 
present Thomas Edison: Inventor, 
Lecturer and Prankster on Sept. 29 
at 4 pm at the Ojai Art Center Gallery, 
113 S. Montgomery. The produc-
tion is the opening performance in 
the Toys for the Mind Family Series. 
Edison, played by Broadway actor 
Patrick Garner, delivers an informal, 
fun-filled lecture about his life, his 
inventions and the lessons those inven-
tions taught him. Volunteers join The 
Wizard of Menlo Park onstage to act as 
his “Insomnia Squad.” Other selected 
volunteers attempt to solve problems 
in the audience. This highly interactive 
production utilizes the life and inven-
tions of Thomas Edison to illustrate 
four important lessons.

quiet, tasteful and is always on-time and 
within budget. About the name… the #4 
represents that this restaurant is one of 
several sharing the name, with locations 
throughout southern California. I know 
I said I wouldn’t review chains, but I make 
an exception here because the locations are 
family owned.  
 The atmosphere at Bollywood is unas-
suming and calm. With only about a dozen 
tables, Bollywood has a very relaxed “mom 
& pop” feeling and although the table 
settings are slightly formal (folded cloth 
napkins, wine glasses, and multiple table 
linens), the experience is pressure-free and 
comfortable.     
 Now about the food…the menu here is 
huge. If you come looking for one of your 
favorite Indian classics, you’re likely to find 
it here. I started out the meal with an order 
of both meat and vegetable samosas mainly 
because I love samosas but also because 
I feel samosas are indicators of freshness 
at Indian restaurants. With crispy golden 
crusts and perfectly seasoned stuffing, 
these samosas definitely tasted “made-to-
order” fresh. The chicken vindaloo was next 
and is another of my favorites. The slightly 
spicy curry tastes rich with garlic, ginger, 
and lemon juice. Vindaloo isn’t always 
offered at Indian restaurants, so if you 
haven’t tried it yet, now is your chance. You 
won’t be disappointed. Those with sensitive 
palates shouldn’t be deterred by the word 
“hot” before a dish because Bollywood is 
happy to accommodate their guests by 
keeping the curry mild upon request. The 
chicken korma was up next (also available 
with lamb or shrimp) and was everything 
I was hoping for. The yellow cream curry 
was extremely flavorful, the chicken was 
tender, and the dish was very satisfying. In 
fact, every dish I tried was delicious and the 
service was always delightful.  
 Service can be slow at times and I’m 
guessing it’s because there seems to be only 
one or two waiters for the entire restaurant, 
but the service is always friendly and profes-
sional. My drinks were always topped-off 
without me asking, and the staff is very 
knowledgeable about the menu. During 
both visits, the manager walked around the 
dining room to ensure guests were satisfied 
and even recognized me and my family as 
repeat customers, welcoming us back.  

Continued on page 15

Ventura Job 
& Career 
Center
 Wednesday, October 17 – Resumes 
that Sell, 9:00am – 12:00 noon – 
Hands-on workshop providing assis-
tance in completing a resume, cover 
and thank-you letters. Walk away with 
a portfolio that shows off professional 
skills and experience.  Career Shops 
are offered at no cost to Job Seekers. 
 Wednesday, October 24 – Winning 
Interviews, 9:00am – 12:00 noon - 
Supplies the tools to make a lasting 
first impression when interviewing. 
Career Shops are offered at no cost to 
Job Seekers. 
 Space is limited. Prior registration 
required by calling the Ventura Job & 
Career Center, 4651 Telephone Road, 
at 654-3435 to enroll.
 

You can read 
this but some 
adults can’t
 Approximately one in every 4 adults 
in Ventura County struggles to read. 
The READ Literacy program helps 
Ventura County adults learn to read 
or to improve their reading. The 
READ program has been operated 
by the Ventura County Library for 
28 years and is held at 3 library and 
2 correctional facility locations 
across Ventura County. The READ 
program uses volunteers who work 
with each learner separately each 
week. By providing one-on-one 
coaching, adults learn to read better 
and understand more, which leads to 
better jobs and improved self-esteem. 
About 125 volunteers help 225 adults 
each year. All services are free.
 READ is holding presentations 
for those interested in learning more 
about the program as potential 
learners or volunteers. The next 
presentations are in Ventura on the 
third Tuesday of every month through 
November, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at 
the Santa Barbara Bank & Trust 
Community Room at 801 Victoria, 
room 200-B. For more information, 
call 677-7160 or visit www.vencoli 
brary.org.
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Total Life Christian Center
“A little church with a big vision”

WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE

 Total Life Christian Center has been helping the hurt and needy spiritually, with 
food, clothing and jobs since 1962.  Rev. Luther McCurtis, founder of Total Life, has 
been helping in Ventura County (and elsewhere) without any help from city, state, 
or federal government assistance.  All 
donations have come from people who 
believe in solving problems at a local 
level. 
 At this moment they are helping a 
mother and her 5 children. Cheryl had 
a house where she was taking care of 
her children and foster care children. 
Because of her love for children she 
even adopted one of the foster kids to 
be her own.
 But, this all changed drastically 
when Cheryl and her children be-
came victims of a serious car accident. 
Because of this accident she lost her 
house and business and she and her wonderful family became homeless. 
 Cheryl and her 5 children (7, 8, 12, 16 and 17) have been staying with friends as 
much as possible and sometimes some of them are forced to live in Cheryl’s SUV. Be-
cause she is such a caring mother she has been able to keep all of the kids in school but 
desperately needs your help. She does not want a handout but a hand in putting her 
life back together, and the lives of many foster children that she can once again help.

 Rev. McCurtis stated “I pay closer attention to 
mothers with children, and found this mother to be a 
wonderful role model.  Her heart and passion is caring 
for children.  I am asking for your help in renting a home 
that is suitable for her to take in children again and to 
raise her family.  Your donation and support in housing 
are tax deductible.” 
 “I want to thank you for all your help thus far…

without you we cannot help others. We want to continue to do the hard work of reach-
ing the needy. Please help us in any way that you can.”

Total Life Christian Center is located at 660 N. Ventura Ave., 
Ventura, CA 93001

Phone: (805)648-7798  Rev. Luther McCurtis cell phone: (805) 436-9082  
Email: tlccventura@yahoo.com

Total Life Christian Center is a 501(3c) tax exempt organization

 The area had, since the reformato-
ry’s closing, come into the jurisdiction 
of the city of Ventura and been utilized 
intermittently. When the city opposed 
Martin’s idea for the land, the property 
was divided up and sold, with Martin 
retaining 20 acres. In 1971, 2600 Ltd., 
a real estate development partnership, 
secured a portion with more than 
housing in mind. For part of the land, 
the intent was to start not a prison, 
but a boarding school and home for 
youth with a double diagnosis of de-
velopmental disability and behavioral 
disorder. Enter Roger Case. 

Since 2001 this building has been occupied by psychiatric hospital Aurora Vista del Mar 

Ventura’s hidden gem with 
a history – part 2
by Danielle Peak

 Case, who now sits on the Aurora 
Vista del Mar Hospital Governing 
Board and lives in the house that 
belonged to the head matron of the 
Ventura School for Girls, had run 
a similar institution in San Luis 
Obispo for seven years before coming 
to Ventura. Under his leadership, the 
Buenaventura Academy opened in 
September 1971 and operated for eight 
years using Glasser’s reality theory and 
B.F. Skinner’s philosophy of operant 
conditioning before it closed for lack 
of funding.  Throughout this time, the 
school served over 600 youth, many 

of whom were able to return to the 
community in a less restrictive, less 
costly environment.
 In 1979 the state issued a cer-
tificate of need for 16 acres of land to 
Community Psychiatric Centers (CPC), 
and the buildings were torn down for 
safety reasons and rebuilt. This newer 
facility has changed hands more than 
once; since 2001 it has been occupied 
by Aurora Vista del Mar Hospital, one 
of the most sought-after psychiatric 
hospitals in the state.
  Lack of other psychiatric hospitals 
is not the reason Aurora Vista del Mar 
serves over 12 counties and serves 240 
to 280 patients per month on average 
– the hospital is simply that well-
known for excellence.  One of seven 
Aurora Behavioral Health Hospitals 
throughout California, Arizona, and 
Illinois; it helps to provide, as Director 
of Business Development Jetta Zellner 
puts it, “psychiatric crisis stabilization 
and safety for adults and adolescents.” 
The hospital houses four units to 
fulfill its mission: an adult unit; an 
adolescent unit; a dual diagnosis unit 
for patients with psychiatric illness 
compounded by chemical dependency; 
and a recently singularized military 
unit providing treatment for combat-
related stress to active duty military. 
 Mayla Krebsbach, Executive 
Director, largely attributes the success 
of the hospital to its low turnover rate 
of staff, saying, “Many of us have been 
together so long, we are able to deliver 
incredible continuity of care to our 
patients.” Moreover, not only does 
the hospital have an 11-year legacy of 
stable employment, with a staff of more 
than 200 it is also one of the largest 
employers in the city of Ventura.  And 
Aurora Vista del Mar Hospital sees 
itself as the caretaker of that hillside 
for many years to come. Case and 
Zellner even plan to document and 
feature the area’s history in a quasi-ex-
hibit in the hospital’s administration 
building, as fitting a tribute to the past 
as it is to the city itself—and to current 
and future Venturans. 

 At the end of each three week session the California State Parks, Ventura Junior 
Lifeguards enjoy a family picnic and awards ceremony preceded by an approximately 
800 yard swim around the Ventura Pier.  Most of the 290 participants in Session 3 
along with parents, family members and friends swam the pier.  This graduation cel-
ebration has been taking place for over 25 years as participants test the skills that have 
been learned during the program.  For many the Pier Swim is a major self-esteem and 
confidence builder that is taken with them long into their lives.
 Kids are taught how to become ocean safe through practical experience in the surf.  
Lifeguards pass down knowledge of how the ocean works and hazards to avoid.  There 
is also emphasis placed on the health of the participant, the community and the marine 
environment.
 Photo by George Robertson

A lot of kids have never seen a Macaw up close

Festival benefits 
local Teddy Bear 
Cancer
Foundation
by Sheli Ellsworth

 Ventura’s eclectic bohemian culture 
was out in full force at the Surfer’s 
Point Aloha Beach Festival. The Surf 
Rodeo Stage hosted rock bands while 
fans listened from sofas, overstuffed 
chairs, hay bales and dining room 
chairs. Bands were not limited to 
those with a guitar. The Channel 
Islands High School Stage band also 
performed on the boardwalk. Young-
sters frolicked inside giant beach balls 
at the Bubble Rollers pool. Polynesian 
dancers entertained hundreds at the 
Aloha Stage while Frisbee, paddle-
board and surfing competitors battled 
it out closer to the swell.
 Festival goers shopped, ate and 
drank at the event’s beer garden whose 
proceeds go to Peace through Music, 
the Kokua Hawaii Foundation and the 
Groundswell Society. Others headed 
down to the Crowne Plaza Hotel who 
also sponsored the event. Festival fare 
included spinach pizza, fish tacos, 
corn-on-the-cob, egg rolls, barbeque 
and more. Over 50 vendors participated
 Ventura resident David Allan 
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Randy Hinton, FOOD Share board member, 
will chair the new committee

FOOD Share 
looks ahead
to a prosperous 
future
 FOOD Share of Ventura County 
works tirelessly within the community 
to fight against hunger in the region. 
CEO of FOOD Share, Bonnie Weigel, 
has recently helped develop a Business 
Resource Committee for the local food 
bank to help enhance the longevity 
and financial goals of FOOD Share.
 The new Business Resource 
Committee will be comprised of some 
of the foremost business professionals 
in the county, including FOOD Share 
board member Randolph Hinton, who 
will spearhead the committee’s efforts 
by serving as chairman.
 “FOOD Share is a vastly important 
component in Ventura County and 
has already made great achievements 
by feeding 74,500 people per month 
and collecting 10 million pounds of 
food in the last fiscal year,” Hinton 
said. “This committee is committed 
to help the team at FOOD Share 
maintain a strong financial strategy 
to ensure they will keep feeding the 

hungry well into the future.”
 “I am beyond thrilled to have 
Randolph Hinton on board to help 
FOOD Share reach our goals,” Weigel 
said. “His expertise in the business 
and financial world and his tenacity 
to go above and beyond to exceed ex-
pectations will help us go far to serve 
the hungry in our community.”
 FOOD Share provides food 
each month countywide through 
its partner agencies and multiple 
programs. Programs include the 
Senior Brown Bag that provides sup-
plemental nutrition to nearly 2,000 
low income seniors; home delivered 
meals and supplemental groceries 
through the Oxnard and Ventura 
Senior Nutrition Programs; the Kids’ 
Farmers’ Markets, offering nutrition 
education, healthy recipe prepara-
tion and taste testing and a farmers’ 
market free fresh produce shopping 
experience.
 In 2011, FOOD Share partnered 
with Ventura County’s Human 
Services Agency to provide expanded 
CalFresh enrollment assistance. 
CalFresh, formerly called food 
stamps, is the largest federal nutrition 
assistance program that provides 
supplemental nutrition assistance to 
eligible Ventura County residents.
 For more information: call  
983-7100 or go to http://www.
foodshare.com.

attended along with Danny Boy, his 
6 ½ year old blue and gold Macaw. “A 
lot of kids have never seen a Macaw 
up close. It’s a chance to also visit the 
beach and enjoy the day.”
 The September weekend event 
drew between 3,000-5,000 people 
according to event coordinators, 
Chipper “Bro” and Kelly Bell. “We 
have been married for almost twenty-
three years and we have four children. 
This is a family project. Everyone 
has a job.” The Bells’ children range 
in age from 13 to 22 and help with 
security, t-shirt sales, production and 
breakdown. The Ventura family has 
produced several festivals each for a 
different non-profit. “A portion of this 
year’s proceeds will benefit the Teddy 
Bear Cancer Foundation on Figueroa 
Street.” The TBCF provides support to 
families of children battling cancer.
 Bro Bell has been on the customer 
service staff at Patagonia for over 20 
years. His love for surfing and Frisbee 
goes back to his California childhood. 
After winning the world Frisbee 
champion 12 times, Bell expanded his 
repertoire to include teaching surfing 
(surfclass.com) and giving back to a 
community he loves.

 On Tuesday, Sept. 4, approximately 
600 students from California Lutheran 
University (CLU) partnered with the City 
of Ventura Volunteer Ventura program 
for the fifth annual “You Got Served” 
service-learning project that introduces 
incoming CLU freshmen and transfer 
students to the university’s commitment 
to service and connects them to their 
local community.
 The students arrived in 20 buses at 
12:30 and worked alongside city staff 
and community volunteers to remove 
ice plant, a highly invasive species that 
competes directly with endangered 
native plants for water and nutrients and 
lowers the biodiversity of our coastal eco-

Cary Glenn, Ventura Community Partnerships Supervisor; Rosie Ornelas, Volunteer Ventura 
Coordinator; Deputy Mayor Cheryl Heitmann and CLU President Chris Kimball were thrilled 
at another fine clean-up day by CLU students.  Photo by John Ferritto.

CLU students 
remove non-native plants

systems. Students ended the two-hour 
project by spreading a mixture of wild-
flower seeds in an effort to re-establish 
native vegetation to the Ventura Harbor 
Wetlands Ecological Reserve.
 The wetlands are teeming with small 
mammals and birds, including special 
status species that are attracted to the 
rich habitats in and around the site’s 
three ponds. The site is currently open 
to the public as a popular bird-watching 
area.
 “You Got Served” is the city’s largest 
annual volunteer group project and a 
stellar example of Volunteer Ventura’s 
goal to mobilize community members to 

Continued on page 15

Pierpont Inn 
sold at auction 
 The 77-room Pierpont Inn & Spa 
has been sold for $6.5 million. The 
purchaser was hotel owner and operator 
Brighton Management, of Diamond 
Bar.  Brighton Management is a privately 
held real estate company that focuses
on the development and management of 
hotel properties. 
 The U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Los 
Angeles ordered the hotel to be auctioned 
as part of the bankruptcy plan filed by 
owner and seller Grace Ahn and the Ahn 
family trust. The purchase will close on 
Oct.15.
 Brighton Management is now 
very involved in Ventura and owns the 
Holiday Inn Express and the Four Points 
by Sheraton hotels that are both doing 
very well.. 
 Previously Spencer Garrett, owner 
of the Pierpont Racquet Club owned the 
Inn and sold it to the Patel’s who sold it 
to the Ahn family who couldn’t make 
the Inn a viable business. If has had a 
vacancy rate much lower than necessary 
to keep it open.
 Brighton plans a major remodel-
ing of the Inn that is estimated to cost 
between $1.5 million to $2.0 million and 
take several years.
 Michael Schaefer, Senior Vice 
President Hotel Operations told us that 
“Brighton Management is excited to 
own the Pierpont Inn. We are excited to 
revive the Pierpont as a significant part 
of Ventura’s historic past and bright 
future.”
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 If you’ve competed in any 
local 5k races within the last 
year, then you are sure to know 
Brock Donaldson. Over the last 
year not only has Brock been 
destroying the competition in 
his age group, he has racked up 
several top 10 overall finishes 
including a top 4 finish overall at 
the Ventura Earth Day Eco-Fest 
5k.  He has had some pretty im-
pressive stats for someone who 
hasn’t even celebrated his 11th 
birthday.
 Brock discovered his passion 
for running last year after 
joining his school’s cross-coun-
try team at Pierpont Elemen-
tary. His teacher, Ms. Leary, 
who volunteers her time to give 
children exposure to the sport of 
running, started the cross-coun-
try program as an after school 
event. From the first day he was 
hooked and he has not only had 
some impressive results, he has 
set some pretty hefty goals for 
himself including running for 
Stanford University and repre-
senting Ventura and the USA in 
the 2024 Olympic Games. 
 When not running Brock 
enjoys playing piano, surfing 
and doing just about anything 
typical of a 10-year-old boy. 
Other than running he has a 
passion for music and spends an 
equal amount of time playing 
the piano and singing. But right 
now he is focused on running 
and his next big challenge is 
the Steve Prefontaine Memorial 
10k in Coos Bay, Oregon, this 
September, a race known for 
hosting some of the country’s 
top youth runners. His father 
thought that he could buy some 
time by agreeing to take him 
to the race if he ran a 5k under 
21 minutes, and as his cross-
country team nickname “Mr. 
Determination” suggests he was 
able to tackle that challenge and 

The Ventura Breeze Presents 
The Face Of Ventura

Brock Donaldson
Portrait by Johanna Spinks 

cut 2 minutes off his time in less 
than 30 days running. At the 
Great Race of Agoura he had a 
personal best time of 20:52 and 
placed 34th overall in a field of 
over 1,400 runners. 
 So the next time you are 
strolling along the boardwalk or 
in a local park and you see the 
bouncing blonde hair of Brock 
running past you, give him a 
few words of encouragement. 
Because of his determination 
and focus you could be helping 
Ventura earn a place on the map 
in the 2024 Olympic Games. 
 
We asked him what he likes most about 
Ventura
 It is a nice small town with 
great beaches and lots of neat 
places to run. I can run along the 
boardwalk one day and then run 
on the trails of the riverbed or in 
the hills of Arroyo Verde Park. 
The weather here is also great, it 
never gets too hot or cold. I also 
like the people. When I am at 
races in Ventura everyone is super 
supportive of me and wishes me 
good luck and congratulates 
me when I do well. I feel a lot of 
pride about being from Ventura 
and love when I win an out of 
town race and they mention my 
hometown. Ventura is the best!

And how was the experience of having 
your portrait painted by Johanna?
 I didn’t know what to expect. 
I have never had my face painted 
by an artist. I was very nervous 
about sitting for two hours but 
Johanna was great. We talked 
about all sorts of things such as 
my school, music and the beach. 
I enjoyed talking to Johanna, she 
was really cool and made the two 
hours zoom by. What I like most 
about this experience is that 
when I am a dad I will be able to 
show my kids that I was part of 
the Face of Ventura for 2012.

Images copyright by 
Johanna Spinks

johanna@johannaspinks.com
www.johannaspinks.com

www.thefaceofventura.com

Steve Robles

Bill Pendergrass

Captain Bill Finley Howard Boroughs Rachel Morris Jolene McBee Tony Barrios Jerry English

Bonnie Weigel Manuel A. Valenzuela MB Hanrahan Emily Olszowy Olivia Simonson Lynn Mikelatos

Lorenzo DeStefano Gene Dunn Star Soto “Jalopy Joe” Moody

Josh Addison Mark Hartley Scott Miller Ken Corney Francisco Bracho, MD

Anita Diaz Laci Kay Barbara Meister Sandra Laby Kat Merrick

Cheryl Heitmann Debbie Cowell Sheryl Kitchen Jim Martin Doug Halter Rev. Luther McCurtis

Nicole Cabell Kevin Costner Martha B Ann Deal Bjorn McMillan Mary McGrath

Glenn Dale Gooss David Friedlander Trudy Tuttle Arriaga

The Breeze is proud to present “The Face of Ventura by Johanna Spinks”, 
an on-going art project by award-winning portraitist Spinks to paint 
55 worthy Venturans, each in a single sitting, painted directly from 
life at the artist’s studio in around two hours – and each captured 
by The Breeze. No photos are used, the direct interaction with the 
sitter, hearing and painting their story, is the purpose of the challenge, 
along with the artist’s wish to showcase the relevant world of painterly 
portraiture today.  This feature will run until January after two years 

of wonderful portraits by Johanna. 
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Health

Circus Time

Joint 
replacement class
 Livingston Visiting Nurse Associa-
tion and Dr. Jason Hofer from Ventura 
Orthopedics will conduct a Joint Replace-
ment Class to prepare you for total knee 
or hip replacement surgery. Bring your 
Questions for the Orthopedic Surgeon. 
Learn what you need to know before 
and after knee/hip surgery.  Educational 
materials and exercises will be given to 
help you heal and recover faster. Open to 
the public and free of charge, the class will 
be on Friday, September 28th at 4:00 pm at 
Livingston Memorial VNA; Community 
Room #109; 1996 Eastman Ave. RSVP 
Diana Davis: 642-0239 x 739.

Mary Kay is 
running for 
issues that 
affect women
 Across the country, Mary Kay Inde-
pendent Beauty Consultants are raising 
money and awareness about issues that 
affect women.  You can help by attending 
their local event!
 Come join the fun at the 1st Southern 
California MK5K® Fun Walk-Run and 
make a difference in the lives of women 
impacted by cancer and domestic violence. 
Enjoy refreshments, prize giveaways, and a 
So Cal MK5K T-shirt! 
 Proceeds from this event benefit The 
Mary Kay Foundation, whose mission is to 
fund research of cancers affecting women 
and to help prevent domestic violence 
while raising awareness of the issue.
 More than 97 cents of every donated 
dollar goes directly to these two issues. 
 The Southern California MK5K will 
take place Saturday, Nov. 10, 2012, 8:00am 
–11:30am at the Ventura Community 
Park, 901 South Kimball Rd. 
 Early registration entries must be 
submitted by October 1, 2012, and be 
accompanied by a non-refundable $25 
entry fee.  A non-refundable entry fee of 
$35 must accompany registration entries 
submitted between Oct 2, 2012 and 
November 10, 2012.  For more informa-
tion and to register on-line go to www.
SoCalMK5K.com or email us at info@
SoCalMK5K.com.
 Thank you for choosing to be part of 
this important cause!

Someday the Ventura River Preserve will be a 
wonderful recreation area for all to enjoy

Ventura River 
Preserve clean up 
 After the Hillside Music Festival, on 
Sunday, September 23, Patagonia and 
South Coast Habitat Restoration will 
host a cleaning up of trash on the Con-
servancy’s Ventura River Preserve.  The 
preserve is located between the Main 
Street Bridge and the 101 overpass in 
downtown Ventura.  The public is 
invited to participate. Hard-toed shoes, 
long pants, long sleeves and sun-pro-
tection are recommended.  Gloves and 
clean-up equipment will be provided by 
the Conservancy.
 The clean-up of the property is part 
of the ongoing effort to combat pollution 
and the environmental degradation of

Continued on page 15

Ecology

Entertaining 
audiences for 
over 35 years
 “Life is a circus.” Nothing could be 
truer for Nelson and Katya Quiroga-Tab-
ares. This young couple met at Circus 
Vargas when they were teenagers and 
have been together ever since. They 
were saddened to hear that the Circus 
Vargas show was going to retire and 
permanently close eight years ago so 
they decided to form Tabares Enter-
tainment and become the new owners 
to keep the tradition alive. 
 Circus Vargas had been entertain-
ing audiences all over the world for 

over 35 years and had an especially 
long and successful relationship with 
the residents of California where the 
circus had made its home. Nelson 
stated that they just couldn’t imagine 
it not existing anymore. They have 
had the opportunity of working on 
some of the best circuses in the world 
and wanted to use that experience to 
complement the tradition and quality 
that Circus Vargas is known for. Katya 
said that they wanted to revive the 
interest and appeal of the circus!
 So, with renewed energy and 
vitality, fresh contemporary ideas and 
a love and respect for an old family 
tradition, Katya and Nelson breathe 
new life into Circus Vargas. They are 
unveiling its greatest collaboration 
to date. They have joined forces with 
famed singing Ringmaster Kevin 
Venardos for a production of musical 
magnitude in its most exciting and in-
novative edition ever! 
 Acting as host and master of cer-
emonies, Venardos will skillfully meld 
melody with movement, and add a bit 
of Broadway and a splash of razzle-
dazzle for an unbelievably entertain-
ing extravaganza! Come see the new 
surprises as well as the all new Human 
Rocket; the first in Circus Vargas’  
history. 
 The new 2012 production will 
be in Santa Barbara at Earl Warren 
Showgrounds September 21 – 24 and 
in Ventura at the Ventura County 
Fairgrounds September 27 - October 
1. Arrive 30 minutes early for the in-
teractive pre-show where children of 
all ages get a chance to be the stars 
in center ring. They will be guided 
through a crash course in circus skills 
with host and the “Iron Chin” Jon 
Weiss, and his lovely wife Laura.
 For more information about 
Circus Vargas and to purchase tickets 
visit www.circusvargas.com, by phone 
at 877-GOTFUN-1 (877-468-3861) or 
at the circus box office which opens 
one day prior to the first show.
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Senior Living

All items in the Seniors Craft Shoppe are made 
by the members.
Senior Cone-nection

Seniors Craft 
Shoppe seeking 
new members
by Nanci Cone

 Seniors Craft Shoppe, has set 
September 30 as the deadline for new 
membership applications this year. 
Ventura County residents age 50 or 
older are eligible to apply for member-
ship, which provides an opportunity 
to sell their handcrafted items in the 
shop. Founders Mabel Owen and Dearie 
Hampton started a senior craft program 
at First Sunday In the Park in 1977 and 
the following year, with a grant from the 
Ventura City Council on Aging, the store 
opened in its present location.
 All items in the shop are made by the 
members and are of top quality, making 
it a place to find a large variety of unique 
and special gifts for all occasions. Just 
about anything that can be done by 
hand–sewing, quilting, knitting and 
crochet, embroidery and needlepoint, 
beadwork and jewelry, ceramics, tole as 
well as fine painting/pictures, wood-
working, papercraft/greeting cards 
and their latest–miniature succulents 
planted in glass stemware–is for sale 
at the Seniors Craft Shoppe. Every 
member pays $20 to join and commits 
to volunteer approximately 18 hours a 
month to help with sales and bookkeep-
ing work and occasional other chores. 
 Members work together and are 
considered the shop owners. Currently 
there are more than 30 members, 
including a few men. An elected board 
of directors makes decisions on how 
to run the business. The non-profit 
Seniors Craft Shoppe is an asset in 
Ventura because it generates taxes 
through sales, provides social contacts 
and offers unique merchandise not 
found in conventional gift shops.
 Members come from all parts of 
Ventura County which gives them an op-
portunity to make new friends while in-
troducing tourists and residents alike to 
their unique creations. It also provides 
a terrific opportunity for retirees who 
want to stay active and to earn some 
extra money in the process. As President 
Ann Schlesinger notes, “We appreciate 
the community support and our return 
customers, who give our seniors the 
chance to market their handicrafts and 
to feel appreciated.”
 Christine Smith, the oldest member 
at 95, has been involved with the store 
since 1983. She comments, “When I was 
widowed, I knew I had to get out and 

Line dancers kick up their heels at a previous 
Country Hoedown celebration at Cypress 
Place Senior Living in Ventura. 

Event benefits 
K-9 programs 
 Join Cypress Place Senior Living in 
Ventura for a Country Hoedown cel-
ebration and fundraiser to benefit the 
National Police Dog Foundation.  This 
foundation raises funds to support K-9 
programs for various law enforcement 
agencies across America, including the 
Ventura Police and Sheriff’s K-9 units.
 Bring your children to sit in a real 
police car and watch a K-9 demonstra-
tion with several police dogs and their 
handlers from the Ventura Police De-
partment and the Ventura Sheriff’s De-
partment.  The dogs and their trainers 
will demonstrate how they work together 
as a team to carry out their duties.  
Attendees will have the opportunity to 
meet the canines up close and personal 
and have their questions answered by the 
handlers.   
 The festive event is open to the public 
and takes place from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 6th.  
 “Last year, we raised over $3000 to 
support local K-9 units,” says Robert 
Goldberg, executive director of Cypress 
Place.  “We hope to raise even more this 
year, and encourage everyone to come 
out and enjoy this wonderful event.” 
 Be sure to come with a hearty 
appetite for Western Style Fixins at 
the BBQ Buffet, including Tri Tip & 
Chicken, Corn on the Cob, Baked Beans, 
Cornbread and much more.  Attendees 
will also enjoy live country music by the 
Sweet Country Band, line dancing, pony 
rides for the kids, an animal petting zoo, 
and raffle prizes.  
 This year’s event will also include 
free shuttle parking at Ventura Baptist 
Church, 5415 Ralston Street in Ventura 
(corner of Ralston Street and Saratoga 
Avenue).   
 Suggested $10 donation for lunch.  
All proceeds will benefit the National 
Police Dog Foundation.  Wear your 
favorite country western attire and come 

find something to do. It’s been a pleasure 
to work there; I’ve gained so many new 
friends.” Publicity Chair, Roberta 
Bear, adds, “Besides being wonderfully 
creative, most of our members welcome 
the challenge of making something to 
order for a customer–from duplicating 
an item in the shop in a different size or 
color, or reproducing a vintage item or 
family heirloom, to creating an original 
one-of-a-kind special gift.”
 Take a two-minute video tour of the 
shop on www.vcnow.com or view it on 
www.youtube.com. To see photos of the 
seniors’ handwork, visit them on www.
facebook.com. Applications are available 
during regular shop hours, 10 am-5 pm 
Monday through Saturday and 11-4 
Sundays. The shop is located at 429 East 
Main St. in Ventura or, for more informa-
tion, call one of the helpful volunteers at 
643-3059.
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A s s i s t e d  L i v i n g  C o m m u n i t y
The Palms at Bonaventure

805-647-0616
© 2009 HRG 1042LIC#RCFE565801319

It’s the Nicest House in the Neighborhood!

Third Month Rent

FREE!
with mention of this ad

We will pay your moving cost
(Up to $500)

Call Susana Rangel, 
Administrator

for your Complimentary Meal 

and Personal Tour

PETS 

WELCOME!

 

  

Limited

 time only!
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New ultra-small hearing 
aid from Siemens for 
ultimate discretion.

New ultra small hearing

Introducing Eclipse 
Hearing Aids by Siemens

*

*$800 off a pair of Siemens Eclipse model 301. 
Eclipse 301 Everyday Price $2,195 each. 
Sale Price $1,795 each. Not valid with any other 
offer or discount. Offer expires 10/31/12.

© 2012 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved. 

25
Years of 

Excellent Care

Celebrating

NEW virtually invisible 
hearing aids from 

Siemens deliver the 
most natural, best 

sound quality.

You’ll love the Siemens 
Eclipse™ the moment 

you put them on.

Senior Living Live in Luxury at the 

Lexington!

for more information
5440 Ralston Street Ventura, CA 93003

(805) 644-6710

p p ,
   RSVP (805) 644 - 6710 or 
mbishop@ensigngroup.net

5440 RALSTON STREET VENTURA, CA 93003
(805) 644-6710 or mbishop@ensigngroup.net

Enjoy Affordable Elegance 
Come see! Call for an appointment today!

(805) 644-6710 
mbishop@ensigngroup.net

 The Ventura TowneHouse welcomed everyone to their Hawaiian Luau held 
Saturday, August 25 at the TowneHouse located at 4900 Telegraph Road. 
 Attendees enjoyed the authentic, all-you-can-eat buffet, created by the master 
chefs of the Ventura TowneHouse, including a Kailua pig with the traditional apple 
in its mouth! On hand were 20 Hawaiian dancers wearing amazing costumes to 
entertain residents and visitors alike. The first 300 people who arrived received a 
free Hawaiian lei.
 During the luau, visitors were invited to tour the TowneHouse’s newly 
remodeled Ocean View Apartments.

support a wonderful cause that benefits 
our local community.    
 Cypress Place Senior Living is a 
premiere senior community in Ventura 
County.   The beautiful senior living 
campus features an Active Senior Living 
community and adjacent Assisted 
Living and Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care 
community connected by a lushly land-

scaped courtyard.  
 For more information or to RSVP, 
please call 650-8000.  To learn more 
about Cypress Place Senior Living of 
Ventura, visit their web site at www.
cypressplaceseniorliving.com. To learn 
more about the National Police Dog 
Foundation, visit their web site at http://
www.nationalpolicedogfoundation.org. 
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Professor Scamp, Ph.D  (Pretty Happy Dog)

Forever home wanted

by Veronica Johnson

Police reports are provided to us by the Ventura 
Police Department and are not the opinions of 
the Ventura Breeze. All suspects mentioned are 
assumed to be innocent until proven guilty in a 
court of law.
School Fight
 On Wednesday, September 5th, 
at 3:17 p.m., the VPD received calls 
reporting a large fight in front of CVS 
in the 5900 block of Telegraph Road.  
 A large group of juveniles had circled 
around the two juvenile victims. A 
suspect injured one victim by beating 
him while wearing a pair of brass 
knuckles.  
 The second victim pulled the suspect 
from the first victim, and then chased 
the suspect down Woodland Street. 
They fought near the intersection and 
the suspect struck the victim on the face. 
The suspect then fled the area.

Police Reports
 Officers located the suspect in an 
apartment complex where he was taken 
into custody.
 The victims were transported to 
VCMC. The suspect was booked into VC 
Juvenile Hall.
Attempted Robbery
 On Thursday, September 6th, at 
10:55 p.m., a 42 year old man was walking 
in the area of the 1800 block of South 
Victoria Avenue. He was approached 
by a Hispanic male in his twenties who 
demanded property. When the victim 
refused, the suspect brandished a knife. 
The victim ran away from the suspect 
and the suspect f led the area. The inves-
tigation is ongoing.
Train vs. Pedestrian
 On Saturday, September 8th, at 5:16 
p.m., the VPD was notified by Amtrak 
dispatch regarding a pedestrian being 
struck by an Amtrak train on the railroad 
tracks near the Ventura River. Officers 

found the victim lying underneath the 
train. The victim was pronounced dead 
at the scene.  
 According to the train conductor, 
the victim was seen walking north-
bound on the tracks.  The conductor 
began sounding the warning horn, 
but the victim appeared to be looking 
down at a cell phone and did not make 
any attempts to get off of the tracks. 
All emergency attempts were made to 
stop the train, but the train did not 
stop in time and struck the victim.   
 The train was delayed at the scene 
for two hours while the investigation 
was being completed. 
Distraught Middle School Student
 On Tuesday, September 11th, at 2:15 
p.m., officers responded to Cabrillo 
Middle School regarding an 11-year-old 
distraught student on the gymnasium 
roof armed with a large knife. He was 
uncooperative, refused to put down 

Professor Scamp
Ph.D

Join Scamp Club
Animals of all sorts can join the ScampClub. Email me your picture and 
a little about yourself, including your address, to Scampclub@ventura 
breeze.com. You will be in the Breeze and become world famous.

Hi: My name is “Barry” and I 
was rescued by CABODOGZ 
from the VCAS just last month. 
I am a black Chihuahua. They 
say I’m about 2 years old and 
I know that I am sweet and 
playful.  I love to be carried 
around like a baby. I am crate 
trained and almost potty 
trained. Bring me home I 
will make you a wonderful 
companion. I am in a foster 
home and can be seen at 
Ventura Highway Luxury 
Boarding for Dogs at 4692 
Ventura Avenue. Call 
Today: Be My Hero...805 
643-3647.

Hi:
wa
fro
I a
sa
I 
pl
a
t
t
w

■ “A feral cat is a 
descendant of a do-
mesticated cat that 
has returned to the 
wild. It is distin-
guished from a stray 
cat, which is a pet 
cat that has been 

lost or abandoned, while feral cats are 
born in the wild” (like in Ventura). 
 October 16 is feral cat day, a day 
for us to think about the outdoor cats 
in our neighborhood.  It was created 
over a decade ago by Alley Cat Allies 
to promote humane care for feral 
cats. Feral cats live near dumpsters, in 
alleyways, in the rocks at the beach, 
at freeway off ramps, behind grocery 
stores, near fast food places.  Their 
lives are hard and they struggle to 
find food and water. They need the 
help of humans.  
 Half of the kittens born outdoors 
die from disease, exposure or parasites 
before their first year.  If a feral cat 
survives kittenhood, his average 
lifespan is less than two years if living 
on his own. If a cat is lucky enough to 
be in a colony that has a caretaker, he 
may reach 10 years. 
 Trap neuter and return (TNR) is 
the method of humanely trapping feral 
cats, having them spayed or neutered 
and vaccinated against rabies, and 

then returning them to their colony 
to live out their lives. This will end 
the breeding cycle and helps cats and 
people coexist peacefully.  It also ends 
a lot of common behaviors associated 
with outdoor cats, such as yowling, 
fighting, spraying and roaming—all 
of these are mating behaviors that 
stop once a cat is neutered.  Neuter-
Return improves the lives of the cats, 
and calms the neighbors.  Even if you 

don’t like cats (no comment), TNR 
cats keep mice, rats, and gophers away 
from your home and yard without the 
use of poison.  
 TNR helps the community by 
stabilizing the population of the 
feral colony and, over time, reducing 
it. Outdoor cats have been part of 
our landscape for thousands of 
years, and always will be. Compas-
sionate and effective solutions to 
help cats and communities coexist 
peacefully are readily available. 
 Americans would be shocked to 
learn that being killed in an animal 
shelter is the number one documented 
cause of death for cats in the United 
States. That’s right – over 70% of cats 
who enter animal shelters are killed. 
And nearly all feral cats brought to 
shelters are killed right away. People 
are realizing that rather than endless 
catch and kill, our tax dollars and 
donations would be much better spent 
on Trap-Neuter-Return for outdoor 
cats and low-cost spay and neuter for 
all cats. 
 If you have seen cats with one ear 
tip missing (I thought that this was a 
fashion statement) this is a surgical 
alteration showing that a free-living 
cat has been spayed/neutered.  It is 
part of the TNR process.  These cats 
should never be re-trapped or brought 
to a shelter unless sick. They should be 
left in their neighborhood to provide 
cat population control.  Studies show 
by just being there, they prevent other 
cats from moving into the area.  And, 
because they have been fixed, they will 
never have litters of kittens.
 Agencies or nonprofit groups in 
Ventura County that can help are:  
Spay Neuter Animal Network (805) 
641-1170, Cat’s Cradle Rescue (805) 
485-8811, Valley Veterinary Clinic 
Charitable Non-Profit (805) 584-
3823.  These groups lend traps, help 
with the trapping, and take on the 
responsibility of paying for the spay 
or neuter service.  
■ My friend Ira Schueller (from 
when she was with the Ventura 
Chamber) has started Patira’s House 
& Pet Sitting to watch your house and 
pets when you are not available. So 
contact her at 901-0543 or iraschuel 
ler@hotmail.com if you can use her 
services.
■ The Humane Society of Ventura 
County will celebrate 80 years of 
service to the community on Sunday, 

So Scamp doesn’t think that we cats are very 
smart, but I wouldn’t sleep on the dirt like 
“ brilliant” Scamp did at a recent family 
camping trip.
Savana

October 7th at its annual “Cats in the 
Canyon, Hounds in the Hollow” fund-
raising event. Help support Ventura 
County’s local Humane Society and 
the animals and families across 
the county that benefit from their 
services. Meet some of the Shelter 
Pets, enjoy an Italian Buffet and shop 
at a fantastic silent auction. This year 
the auction will feature 80 different 

the knife, and made statements that he 
would kill anyone who tried to come up 
on the roof. 
 Officers made numerous attempts to 
have him put the knife down and come 
off the roof. The subject continued to 
be uncooperative, and instead, made 
stabbing gestures with the knife and 
verbal threats toward the officers and his 
mother.
 Officers diverted the subject’s 
attention on the north side of the 
ledge, allowing officers on the south 
end of the ledge to climb up to the 
second level significantly closer to the 
suspect.
 Officers distracted the suspect 
again, which caused the suspect to 
brief ly put down the knife. Officers 
grabbed the suspect and took him into 
custody.
 The juvenile was turned over to the 
Crisis Team for a psychiatric evaluation.

auction packages, one to celebrate 
each year of service. 
 The event will run from 2pm until 
dusk at Arroyo Verde Park. Admission 
is $40 and includes dinner and enter-
tainment. Purchase tickets by October 
1st to receive a free parking pass for 
Arroyo Verde Park. For more informa-
tion or to get your tickets, visit www.
hsvc.org/cchh/  or call 646.6505. 

 Aunt Ruby is the brains 
of the operation and leads 
all barking operas. She is 
an English Lab from the 
breeding stock of Judy 
Davis’s sorely missed Red 
Cabin Kennel.  She is 
definitely part Manatee 
and prefers warm swamp 
water to land. 
 Stout was on tour 
with Judy and finished 
with numerous best of 
breeds and top show dog. 
 The goateed Schlab grinning next to him is the eloquent Miss Vivian, his 
daughter. 
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Police Reports

Harbor Patrol 
Blotter
Just a few of the things the Harbor Patrol 
tends to.

Scam Warning
 Recently, the VPD has received a 
number of calls from alert citizens 
regarding a letter sent via fax trans-
mission to their homes/businesses. 
Receivers should disregard it and not 
send any personal information to the 
individual listed in the letter.
 The letter instructs the recipient to 
provide a wealth of personal informa-
tion so that the individual (who claims 
to be the son of the recently deceased 
Ghanaian President) can invest his 
money in the United States and ulti-
mately transfer the sum of $95 million 
to the individual’s bank account. 
 Scams of this nature, and similarly 
related scams, work because they prey 
upon people’s ambitions, vulnerabili-
ties, and emotions. Some individuals do 
provide the information requested by the 
scammer and in turn lose their money or 
become victims of identity theft.
Bank Robbery
 On Sept. 14 Police Command Center 
received a call from Pacific Western 
Bank, located at 480 S. Mills Rd. of 
a robbery that had just occurred.  An 
Hispanic male adult, late 50’s, approx 
5’-7”, heavy build, straw cowboy hat, 
colored sunglasses walked into the bank 
handing the teller a note that indicated 
he was robbing the bank.  After reading 
the note the teller handed the suspect 
an undisclosed amount of cash, he 
then walked out of the bank towards a 
neighboring business complex.  Officers 
responded to the scene but were unable 
to locate the suspect.
Assault with a Deadly Weapon
 On Friday, September 14th, at 3:23 
a.m., officers responded to a reported  
knife brandishing. Officers learned that 
the victim had been stabbed in the back. 
The victim had been collecting recy-
clables near his home when he was ap-
proached from behind by Luis Oropeza, 
who stabbed the victim in the back.
 The victim was transported to VCMC 
and was treated for a non life threatening 
injury.    Oropeza was located at a nearby 
residence and was positively identified 
by a witness.  Oropeza was arrested and 
booked at VC Jail.
The cane mutiny
 On Sept. 16, at 1:45pm a Ventura 
Police Sergeant was waved down near the 
intersection of Chestnut St. and Main St. 
by a male (26-year-old Ventura subject) 
who advised him that he had just been 
assaulted.  The victim said that a male, 
still across the street, later identified as 
James Scott (age 30, Ventura resident) 
had just approached him and struck 
him with a walking cane.  The victim 
had minor injuries to his arm.  The 
Ventura Police Sergeant contacted Scott, 
who was still in possession of the cane.  
Officers then discovered that Scott was 
also in possession of a loaded, concealed 
firearm on his person. 
 Scott was taken into custody and 
booked at the Ventura County Jail for 
245(a)(1) PC, assault with a deadly 
weapon and 25400(a)(2) PC, possession 
of a concealed firearm.

9-1  10:08 a.m. Patrol received a 
report of a slow traffic collision between 
a sailboat and an outboard on a moored 
vessel. Patrol responded and found that 
the operator had passed information to 

the owner of the struck boat. Damage 
was minor, so no other action was taken.
9-2  1:07 p.m. Patrol received a 
report from an employee of a tenant 
business that she was hit by a man in a 
disagreement over a parking space. She 
had obtained a description of the vessel 
and a partial plate on the vehicle. Patrol 
notified PD. Patrol searched the area and 
located the vehicle on Spinnaker Drive 
and the subject on a rental boat. State 
Lifeguard helped calm the subject, so 
he could be transported to the dock. PD 
took the subject into custody.
9-6  1:25 p.m. Patrol received a 
report of a seallion with gill net on its 
neck. Upon arrival, they found a small 
emancipated pup. Fish and Game, using 
a catch-all pole was able to easily capture 
the animal so it could be turned over to 
Marine Mammal Rescue.
9-8  10:30 a.m. State Parks Rangers 
relayed a report of a stolen vehicle at 
Harbor Cove. Patrol responded to gather 
information.
10:35 a.m. While responding to the 
stolen car report, Patrol observed a 
known felon who had run from the 
officer two days ago, while the officer 
was attempting to contact him for a 
minor infraction. Patrol contacted PD. 
The subject was apprehended by a Park 
Ranger and taken into custody.
9-9  6:25 a.m. Patrol received a 
report of a man pounding on the door 
of a unit in the Ventura Marina Mobile 
Home Park. Patrol advised the reporting 
party to call 9-1-1 and then responded. 
Upon arrival, Patrol determined that the 
man was a resident of the park, but was 
disoriented. PD handled the situation 
upon arrival.
11:40 a.m. Patrol observed a sailing 
school Sabot capsize and the two 
students were unable to right it. The 
students stayed on Patrol’s boat until the 
chase boat arrived on scene to dewater 
the Sabot.

Ventura River Preserve
Continued from page 11
this vital waterway.  The Conservancy 
hopes to continue its clean-up efforts by 
partnering with other non-profits and 
local business throughout the rest of the 
year.  For more information on how you 
or your group can get involved contact 
Development and Volunteer Coordinator 
Lee Sherman at 643-8044 or lsherman@
venturahillsides.org.
 Recently over 150 people gathered 
under the Main Street Bridge to learn 
about the Ventura River Parkway Plan 
and meet with representatives of the 
many community and governmental 
organizations that are working on the 
project as Friends of the Ventura River. 
 The increased recreational benefits 
to Ventura (and visitors) could be 
wonderful if the area could be complete-
ly cleaned up and returned to its original 
natural beauty. 
 The problem that Ventura faces in 
removing the homeless encampments 
that are there is what to do with the 
homeless population. Already many 
parts of Ventura see an increasing 
amount of the homeless as they are 
removed from the river bottom.

CLU students
Continued from page 9
enhance the quality of life in Ventura by 
fostering meaningful volunteer partici-
pation through dynamic partnerships. 
 Deputy Mayor Cheryl Heitmann 
addressed the attendees “On behalf 
of the mayor, city council and the 

Event to raise 
funds for 
Family to 
Family
 The Ventura County Family To 
Family, Inc. will hold a dinner on 
Saturday, September 29th, at the 
Ventura Missionary Church in the 
Willett Center, 500 High Point Dr.
 Lasagna, salad, bread, drinks and 
dessert will be served between 5:00 
p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
 The event will raise money to allow 
Family to Family Inc., a non-profit, 
non-sectarian all-volunteer program, 
to continue its 29th year of preparing 
and serving meals to those in need.
 Family to family depends solely on 
gifts of food, time and monetary con-
tributions from individuals, churches 
and organizations.
 Tickets are $25 for adults and 
$12.50 for children 12 and under.
 For tickets or more information, 
call John at 671-9558 or go to
family2family.weebly.com

city of Ventura I want to thank you 
the students, faculty and President 
Kimball. 
 “I am impressed with your hard 
work and commitment to service.  In 
removing tons of ice plant surrounding 
these ponds and sowing native wild-
flower seeds is helping to restore the 
natural habitat of the wetlands.  This 
helps to create a special sanctuary for 
the many migratory birds and the many 
other forms of wildlife that inhabit this 
valuable resource.
 “Over the past 4 years, incoming 
CLU students have performed over 6000 
hours of community service in our city 
by ALSO removing more than 36 tons of 
trash from the Ventura Riverbed.  This 
also helped to restore the river’s habitat, 
protect wildlife and prevent runoff 
pollution into the ocean.
 “Creating public private partner-
ships and relying on volunteers is 
the new form of government.  I hope 
your experience today will inspire you 
to continue to find ways to give back 
to your community and improve the 
natural environment around you.”  
 Hopefully CLU will continue for 
many years to provide this wonderful 
service to Ventura.

 On Saturday Sept. 8, on the Village Main Lawn at the Ventura Harbor there was 
a dog event featuring agility demonstrations, live music, local kennel clubs and rescue 
groups to celebrate the deep bond between dogs and humans. Attendees learned the 
importance of being a responsible dog owner on National Responsible Dog Owner-
ships Day and enjoyed the many furry friends!
 Photos by Moriah Quinn

Bollywood Indian Restaurant
Continued from page 7
 In my opinion, it’s difficult to find an 
Indian eatery that consistently serves fresh 
and tasty food with friendly service, at af-
fordable prices, and I believe Bollywood 
does just that. If you’ve never tried 
Indian food or have limited exposure to 
it, Bollywood is the perfect place for those 

wishing to experience something new in a 
friendly atmosphere.
 All things considered (food, service, 
and atmosphere) I give Bollywood Indian 
Restaurant #4 three forks.
Bollywood Indian Restaurant #4
500 E. Main St. 
(805) 648-2533
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The Entertainment Report

Silver screen 
by Linde Carlson

 Hello Ventura, I truly only have 
one worthy review for this week’s film 
coverage, and that is…

Samsara
 A Sanskrit word meaning; “The ever 
turning wheel of life”.
 Directed by Ron Fricke, this 
stunning documentary, filmed over a 
five year time span, covering more than 
twenty-five countries;  life all over the 
world, transports us to sacred grounds, 
industrial sites, and natural wonders. 
High rise buildings contrast within feet 
of each other, the fragility of human 
nature and poverty all within the same 
eye shot. Samsara envelopes you suc-
cinctly as you witness an artistic master-
piece in cinematography. Awe inspiring 
visuals and music collaborate with your 
senses and feed your soul. You don’t miss 
the dialogue.
 This is not a traditional documenta-
ry it offers a glimpse of Mother Nature; 
humanity and real life aftermaths of 
events on earth. Samsara wows you with 
artful time lapse photography; dancing 
between light and dark, textures, vibrant 
colors, cultures, costumes, and the 
synchronicity of the music illuminates 
the visuals, with penetrating images still 
etched in my mind. 
 Architectural landmarks rarely pub-
licized will take your breath away. And 
last but not least, Samsara is an infusion 
of ancient and modern sensory experi-
ences, and should not be missed. I will 
see it again!

Show Time VFS@420EAST
Where The Music Flows

Art, Music & 
Fashion
by Michael Kohli
VenturaLiveWire@gmail.com
Kohlismusicpit.com
Currently listening to: “Like Sugar” by 
Matchbox Twenty

 Last month, I made an appearance 
at the new music series at Bombay Bar 
& Grill called RAW. It’s a monthly event 
combining Art, Music, and Fashion. I had 
a lot of fun that night.  The next RAW 
event will feature Love’s Secret Domain. I 
worked with them almost a year ago as of 
this writing. The music features a blend of 
rock, electronic, progressive, with a bit of 
new wave vintage twist. The music should 
blend in very well with the fashion shows. 
This one will take place on Sept. 27.  
 Darkrume is planning to shoot a 
music video at Paddy’s this month. Ex-
perimental band with lots of soul in the 
lyrics.  Singer Matthew Craffey has been 
recording this band project for years. 
Their new single, Not Right Now, is being 
planned for a major push through iTunes, 
Vevo and more online.  The music video 
will shoot in the early afternoon on Sept. 
22. It’s recommended to wear club attire 
and bring at least three shirts. Looking 
forward to seeing the video. Who knows?  
I may just have a cocktail in my hand! A 
fuzzy navel, please!  Hehehe. 
 In other local music news...Jeff 
Hershey & The Heartbeats are embarking 
on a European Tour this month...Army Of 
Freshmen are getting ready to unveil their 
new album this fall...Delaney Gibson is in 
town shooting a new music video from 
her upcoming album. 
 One of my favorite local bands, Angie’s 
Curse, has started a funding program 
through Kickstarter to help fund their 
first full-length album. Actually saw this 
band perform three times in August. 
They sound really amazing right now. 
Let’s help them get in the studio. If they 
succeed in their goal to raise $5 from 
500 friends, we will get indeed a great 
album worth of material to rock out 
too. Their deadline is October 5.  Go to  
Angiescurse.com for info and check out 
the band’s music on the site as well. The 
band is very entertaining on stage. Always 
blend in with different themes. Let’s help 
them out!
 Thank you for reading!
PS: Thank you to everyone that has 
inquired about my next show. Friday 
Sept. 28, I am giving Ventura something 
special and unique. Booking a variety 
comedy/music show featuring legendary 
drag comedian, Coco Peru. She is an 
icon in the drag comedy world. Movie 
star, singer, and classy funny. My first 
time seeing her do stand-up comedy: she 
showed a picture of Bea Arthur. Recogniz-
ing what a classy star she was, deserving 
the title of being called a star!  Followed 
by a picture of Snooki asking, now what 
the hell is that? 
 Tix are on sale now at zoeyscafe.
com. Musical guest will be my longtime 
music friend and gem, Susan D. :).  I’ve 
been a die-hard Coco Peru fan for years. 
I’ve blended in a lot of local drag artists 
before with music band shows. But this 
is Coco Peru. One of the funniest char-
acters in the drag world today. Learn 
more? Go to MissCoco.com.  She’s acted 
in Too Wong Foo, Will & Grace, Girls 
Will Be Girls, The Wild (as Mamma 
Hippo). She throws in her songs as well! 
Great singer too!  Join us.

Two on the Aisle

Grease rocks 
Ojai’s Art 
Center
by Jim Spencer & Shirley Lorraine

 For the next few weekends you can 
flash back to the 1950’s when rock and 
roll was king and being part of the In 
Crowd was everything as the Ojai Art 
Center Theater transports audiences 
back to a simpler, groovier time with the 
musical Grease.
 Directed by Buddy Wilds, Grease 
delivers all the excitement expected.  
From the familiar songs such as Greased 
Lightning and Beauty School Dropout, to the 
lively choreography, Ojai’s production of 
the original Broadway script keeps the 
toes tapping and heads bobbing.
 The plot is simple and yet universal. 
High school kids are challenged by their 
needs to both fit in and pursue what 
makes them happy despite peer pressure. 
Angst ensues. In the end, love prevails. 
Certainly not a new plot (Shakespeare 
thrived on it!), but one with which 
everyone can identify. The familiar 
themes accented by the memorable score 
make Grease one of the most popular 
musicals of all time.  
 Playing to a full house on opening 
weekend, Ojai’s Grease reflects its talent 
both on the stage and behind the scenes.  
The key part of Danny Zuko is portrayed 
by Kieran Culliton whose clear tones 
easily match those of Kytriena Payseno, 
who plays his love interest, Sandy.  
 The plum role of Betty Rizzo is 
brought to life by Chelsea Vivian 
with edgy abandon.  Max Sterner is 
authentic as Kenickie. New to Ojai 
but not the stage, Maka Fouchi is a 
standout as Frenchy.  Watch for her in 
future productions. 
 Even actors in smaller roles carry 
their characters fully. Ezra Eells, 
Kristina Foster and Holly Fields, to 
name a few, give consistent, full-bodied 
performances. In fact, all the cast 
members carry their characters well.
 Choreography by Sharon Casanta 
is energetic, matched to the skills 
of the actors, and true to dance 
movements popular in the era. The 
prom scene is particularly effective, 
and showcases quite a bit of action 
considering how many people are 
packed on the small stage.
 The production is richly detailed 
and the space well used with multi-use 
set pieces and action levels.  Period 
costuming is spot-on, lending just the 
right touch to the piece. 
 Placed up on the set’s second level, 
the band is outstanding, adding nuances 
to scenes and songs. The saxophonist 
especially blows a mean riff, sending 
clear notes resonating off the walls.  In 
fact, the building’s acoustics are an 
inherent challenge. It is always difficult 
to assure the singing can be heard above 
the live music in this theater. Even with 
headset microphones the actors still 
need to project quite a bit. Nonetheless, 
the talent shines through in beautiful 
fashion.
 Director Wilds has chosen the 
original, less bubble-gum version of 
the show.  The production is described 
as one with attitude. It is studded with 
language and references that qualify for 
the exercise of parental discretion for 
those with children who plan to attend.   

 Grease runs Fridays and Saturdays 
at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 7 p.m. through 
October 7 at the Ojai Art Center Theater, 
119 S. Montgomery Street, Ojai. www.
ojaiact.org, (805) 640-8797.  Tickets: 
$25-adults, $20-Art Center members, 
Seniors and students.  Reservations 
recommended.

Music Calendar 
9/19 to 10/2
For more events go to Fun-in-Ventura.com

Amigos Cafe & Cantina
546 E. Main St., 805-874-2232
Live Bands and Musicians every Wed 
thru Sun
Brian Nicolette from 3 Man Weave every 
Wed

Andre’s Wine & Tapas Bar
1575 Spinnaker Dr., 805-642-9463
Acoustic Tuesday with Bill McPherson & 
Friends every Tues 7-10pm
Jazz Jam evey Wed

Blackbeards Seaside BBQ
1591 Spinnaker Dr. #115, 805- 650-7773
Open Mic/Jam Night with “Shure 
Thing” every Mon 6-9pm
Blue Grass Jam featuring: The Bottom
Feeders every Thur 6-9pm
Acoustic Jams with “Ken Kong” every 
Fri, Sat & Sun 12pm
Fri 9/21 - Addicts Attic 7-11pm
Sat 9/22 - 4XLs 6-10pm
Sun 9/23 - Blue Stew 2-6pm
Fri 9/28 - Sure Thing 7-11pm
Sat 9/29 - Loose Cannons 6-10pm
Sun 9/30 - Blue Stew 2-6pm

Bombay Bar & Grill
143 S. California St., 805-643-4404
Local Live Music every Thur, Fri & Sat
Afternoon Concerts every Sun 4pm

GiGi’s Coctail Lounge
2493 Grand Ave., 805-642-2411
Karaoke  with Steve Luke every Sun & 
Wed 7pm- 12am
Live Bands every Fri & Sat 9pm

It’s All Good Bar & Grill
533 E. Main St., 805-641-9951
Open Mike Night every Wed

Majestic Theater
26 S. Chestnut St., 805-653-0721
Sat 9/29 - Odd Future 9pm
Sun 9/30 - Kimbra, The Stepkids 8pm

Squashed Grapes
2351 E. Main St., 805-643-7300
Vocal Jazz Night every Tue 6:30-10pm

Continued on page 20

The Maze
(Filmmakers Robert M. Young, Zack Young 
& Nick Young will attend)

Reviewed by Steve Falconer
Ventura Film Society

 Director Robert M. Young (VFS 
Filmmaker Tribute 2009) returns 
with his recently rediscovered 1970 
film, The Maze (Tuesday, Oct. 2 @ 
7:15pm), an innovative and enlighten-
ing documentary about the celebrated 
Canadian painter William Kurelek.  
Born in 1927, Kurelek grew up on a 
farm near Whitford, Ontario. He was 
tormented by schoolyard bullies and 
an iron-fisted Ukrainian father.  To 
escape from what was essentially an 
affront to his very nature, he turned 
inward, painting the vast world 
inside his head, using imagery from 
the hostile world around him.  This 
man not only stared his demons 
right in the eyes, he provoked them 
and incited them to riot! A weaker 
mind would have gone irreversibly 
insane.  For Kurelek, his art became 
an integral part of a dangerous and 
illusion-shattering journey, a search 
for his soul, and the key that unlocked 
his particular genius. The result was 
a remarkable spiritual transforma-

tion that led to a beautiful marriage, 
a loving family life, and a highly dis-
tinguished artistic career.  While in a 
psychiatric hospital Kurelek painted 
The Maze, a dark depiction of his 
tortured youth that is considered his 
masterpiece.    
 Since his death in 1977 he has 
become the most published visual 
artist in Canada. This painter’s 
harrowing journey and eventual re-
demption have been brilliantly evoked, 
forty-two years after the film’s original 
release, by the director’s sons, Nick 
and Zack Young. Through their use of 
digital animation, music, and sound 
design, Nick and Zack have joined 
their father in a vibrant re-imagining 
of a film made before they were born. 
Filmmakers Robert M. Young, Zack 
Young & Nick Young will attend.
 The Ventura Film Society is proud 
to present The Maze, sponsored by stu-
dioNothing, as the 17th of 21 feature 
films screening @ 7:15pm on 1st & 3rd 
Tuesdays through December 4, 2012. 
Our new venue is located at 420 E. 
Santa Clara Street (@ Oak Street) in 
Downtown Ventura. Screening, Mem-
bership & Advance Ticket Information 
– www.venturafilmsociety.com / (805) 
628-2299 / info@venturafilmsociety.
com.
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Lighter Breeze
Solutions on page 15

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) This 
is a good time for the usually outspo-
ken Lamb to be a bit more discreet. 
You still can get your point across, but 
do it in a way less likely to turn off a 
potential supporter.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Good 
news: All that hard work you put in is 
beginning to pay off. But you need to 
watch that tendency to insist on doing 
things your way or no way. Be a bit 
more flexible.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You 
might want to delay making a deci-
sion on the future of a long-standing 
relationship until you check out some 
heretofore hidden details that are just 
now beginning to emerge.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your 
reluctance to compromise on an impor-
tant issue could backfire without more 
facts to support your position. Weigh 
your options carefully before making 
your next move.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) This is a 
good time for ambitious Leos or Leo-
nas to shift from planning their next 
move to actually doing it. Your com-
munication skills help persuade others 
to join you.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) Relationships — personal or pro-
fessional — present new challenges. 
Be careful not to let a sudden surge 
of stubbornness influence how you 

choose to deal with them.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) You might need more facts before 
you can decide on a possible career 
change. But you should have no prob-
lem making a decision about an impor-
tant personal matter.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) You’re respected by most 
people for your direct, no-nonsense 
approach to the issues. But be careful 
you don’t replace honest skepticism 
with stinging sarcasm.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
to December 21) A newly emerging 
situation could require a good deal of 
attention and some difficult decision-
making. However, close friends will 
help you see it through.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Family matters need 
attention. Check things out carefully. 
There still might be unresolved ten-
sions that could hinder your efforts to 
repair damaged relationships.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) Of course you deserve to 
indulge yourself in something special. 
But for now, tuck that bit of mad mon-
ey away. You’ll need it to help with a 
looming cash crunch.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
A temporary setback in your financial 
situation is eased by changing some of 
your plans. You’ll be able to ride it out 
quite well until the tide turns back in 
your favor.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a 
gift for understanding people’s needs. 
You have a low tolerance for those 
who act without concern for others.

© 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.

Dustin

Zits

Mother Goose and Grimm

Solutions on page 15

Crock

Rhymes With Orange

Hi and Lois
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Business

Ventura Breeze Service Directory

Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. 
Just contact advertising@venturabreeze.com or call 653-0791 for further information and to place your ad.Just contact advertising@venturabreeze.com or call 653-0791 for further information and to place your ad.

FinanceFinance PC Upgrades, ServicePC Upgrades, ServicePainting, Drywall, RepairsPainting, Drywall, Repairs

Media Services Real Estate

Frank Boross Media Services
GRAPHIC DESIGN

VIDEO &  AUDIO EDITING

2D ANIMATION

logos � newsletters � annual reports � announcements � advertising

product animations � character creation � cut-out puppet animation

vhs transfers � commercials � web ads /trailers � home movies � dvds

tcoyote@pacbell.net (805) 256-4378

Massage

Custom EmbroideryCustom Embroidery Fine ArtFine ArtQuick Printing and CopiesQuick Printing and Copies
Tina O’Brien Gallery
Ventura Harbor Village
1559 Spinnaker Dr. #106
Ventura, CA 93001
Open Daily 11-6

surfonobrien@yahoo.com
805.644.6088

Presents:

Local Beachscapes
Original paintings & studio
www.tinaobrienfineart.com

What Mobile 
Apps can do for 
your business
by Andy Collins

 The mobile app has become a tool of 
choice for the many consumers who use 
smart phones. On the business side, mobile 
apps are used to increase sales and develop 
customer loyalty for businesses and organi-
zations. On the consumer side, many users 
find apps making their life easier to navigate.
 Businesses that have adapted this tech-
nology are experiencing significant returns 
on their investments. 
 Last month, the IBM Retail Online 
index, reported that retailers experienced 
a 15% growth in sales from mobile devices. 
These results are on top of the 13.3% increase 
that was reported in the first quarter of 2012.
 Here are some example uses: 
 Businesses can offer customers special 
discounts and coupons for using their app 
and being a loyal customer. Offers can be 
“unlocked” based on the business owner’s 
own criteria.
 Since smart phones know where the 
person is, you can give customers turn-
by-turn GPS directions directly to your 
business from anywhere in the world or to 
areas in your business like rest rooms or 
places of interest.
 You can provide up-to-date informa-
tion about all of your business events and 
specials in a calendar.
 You can provide personalized games 
about your establishment.
Restaurants can publish their menus, or 
even add a “hidden menu” for their app 
customers, or give advice on what items go 

together and with what drinks.
 Businesses that customarily accept tips 
can have a tip calculator.
 If your business accepts appointments 
or reservations, you can add it to the app.
 A band or food truck can let their fans 
know when and where they’ll be.
 Any business that has specialized infor-
mation can add that to the app. For example, 
a golf course might put distances to the pin 
from different markers (trees, bunkers, etc.) 
around the course.
 As a side benefit, if the app has built-in 
sharing capabilities with Facebook, Twitter, 
and email that will build viral buzz and get 
people talking about your business fast.
 Tomorrow, the 20th of September, I 
will be giving a presentation about using 
mobile apps to increase your business along 
with a number of my friends who also help 
businesses get more business using the 
Internet. We will be sharing about creating 
and using Facebook fan pages, writing press 
releases, using video to create a warmer 
feel with potential customers and using it 
to help get noticed by Google, along with 
a session about copy writing, the skill of 
using the underlying psychology of words 
to increase sales conversions on the web. I 
hope many of you who have benefited from 
this article and my articles in the past can 
come and meet me and learn more about 
helping your business.
 To find out more about tomorrow’s 
event go to my Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/AndyMyCIO
 Andy Collins, an Internet Marketing Con-
sultant, is committed to helping Ventura area busi-
nesses using technology and the Internet as he has 
for more than 30 years.                                                                                                                                            
 For a Free 5 part e-mail course on how to 
make a profitable website go to www.internetmar 
ketingventura.com
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    Art Scene

ArtArt, , a laa la  CCartearte

Build and 
grow your art 
business
 Experts from the Center for Cultural 
Innovation will help artists of all media 
to approach their art as a business in a 
professional manner. All 3 workshops 
($15 each) will be presented at Ventura 
City Hall, 501 Poli St. by the City of 
Ventura Office of Cultural Affairs 
and Ventura County Arts Council. 
To register: call 658-4726 M-F 8-5, or 
go online at www.cityofventura.net/
recreation.
The Art of Persuasion: Making 
Better Deals
 Are you uncomfortable putting 
a financial value on your work and 
talking with clients, vendors and 
suppliers? This workshop will give 

31 flavors of
art at Gallery
28 show
 More prominent local artists have 
joined the exhibitors for a series of month 
long solo shows being presented by 
Gallery 28 at Seabridge, so the Oxnard 
gallery is featuring works by all of 
them this month — sort of a preview 
review.
 On display through Sept. 30 will 
be a collaborative exhibit featuring 31 
local artists who work in many media 
and styles. 
 The new names are JoAnne Duby, 
Jim Fitzgerald, Kitty McGinnis, Susan 
Cook, Kathy Ikerd, Susan Seaberry, 
Chris Provenzano, David Blackburn, 
Spark Taylor, Paulo Ruvalcaba, 
Carson Pritchard, Dorothy Ridenour, 
Gloria Murphy and Kenny Backer.
 Many of these are Ventura artists. 
Sanchez-Halpert’s fanciful metal 
sculptures will be the October exhibit.
 Gallery 28 at Seabridge is open 
noon-6 p.m. Tuesdays through 
Saturdays, noon-5 p.m. Sundays, 
and is closed Mondays. It is at 1901 
S. Victoria Ave., Suite 109, beside 
Channel Islands Harbor. For more 
about the gallery, visit the website 
www.gallery28atseabridge.com or call 
985-1128.

 Paint Ventura’s 4th free creative 
adventure is September 28th through 
30th in Downtown Ventura featuring 
a variety of Plein Air Artists creating, 
selling and teaching in downtown 
Ventura. Each day most events are free 
to the public. 
 The 3 day Paint Ventura will begin 
with a Wine Tasting-Painting Party on 
Friday September 28th from 6-8:30pm 
at the Red Brick Gallery. Join the Gallery 
Girls for their unique and fun Wine 
Tasting-Painting Party where you have 
a fun evening  “uncorking” your creative 
spirits as the pleasurable combinations 
of wine, painting and fun come together 
to create an incredible evening 
 Saturday, September 29th, 11-5pm – 
“Paint Ventura Umbrella Art Fair, 
Artwalk and Paint Out.” The 300 block 
of Main Steet will be closed and the 
festival will be both in the street and as a 
part of the Downtown Artwalk featuring 
local artists of all mediums exhibiting 
in locations along Main Street shops in 
Downtown Ventura. Live entertainment 
and a wide variety of street perform-
ers will add to the ambiance.  Plein Air 
painters will be participating in a Paint 
Out in the mini park in downtown, 
working to create paintings from scratch 
giving the public the opportunity to see 
how an artist creates a piece of work.  
Free kids chalk drawing, painting, face 
painting and more.
 Southern California Golden 
Retriever rescue will have their own 
booth with adaptable Golden Retriev-
ers looking for forever homes, plus have 
your own dog stop by and make with 
very own PawCasso painting that you 
can take home.
 Sunday, September 30th, 11pm-5pm, 
Downtown Artwalk – Our Downtown 
Artwalk will feature local artists ex-
hibiting in locations along Main Street 
shops in Downtown Ventura.  The Plein 
Air artists will continue their paintings 
in the mini park working from life and 
images, a unique opportunity for the 
public to see how a work is transformed 
from a blank canvas to a finished piece 
ready for the wall.
 Paint Ventura was created by Red 
Brick Gallery to promote the local artists 
and their art while encouraging people 
to activate the streets of Downtown, 
activities will be throughout Downtown 
Ventura both Saturday and Sunday 
Sept. 29th and 30th.  For more informa-
tion www.PaintVentura.com or call Red 
Brick Gallery 643-6400.

 Celebrated Ventura artists Gerd Koch and Carole Milton will hold a rare studio sale 
of recent and career work to fund their unprecedented grant program for professional 
visual artists of Ventura County.  Among the work Koch will be offering will be large 
water media works he produced between 1960 and 1990.  Evidence of the esteem with 
which Koch is held in the art world is demonstrated by his listing in Who’s Who in America, 
Who’s Who in American Education, and Who’s Who in American Art.
 The proceeds from the sale of the artists’ works of art will fund the Gerd Koch & 
Carole Milton Grants for Professional Artists of Ventura County which is administered 
by the Ventura County Arts Council.  
 Koch and Milton will be selling their art from 11 to 4 on Saturday, September 22 and 
11 to 3 on Sunday, September 23 at 809 Via Cielito, Ventura.  
 For more information on the art sale call Gerd Koch at 844-9594.  

 Peter Fox will be featured 
in Studio 1317 in November. 
Studio 1317 is located at 1317 
N. Ventura Avenue.
 An opening reception is on 
the First Friday Ventura night 
of November 2, from 6 to 9 
pm.
 Peter stated “I’m having 
my first art exhibit at Lynn 
Creighton’s studio. At age 60 I 
looked around at my stuff and 
wondered what this was all 
about.  It was then I got out the 
glue gun, epoxy, nails, and tape 
and started to put these things 
together – “Found object assem-
blage”–is the technical term.”
 “My previous life was as 
a Hollywood actor. I was in a 
lot of TV in the 70’s and 80s, 
most notably as Rev. Hank 
Buchanan on The Waltons and 
then as Tom Jezik on Knots 
Landing.”

Welcoming deaf 
and hearing 
children to be 
creative
 On Saturday, Sept.29 “We Heart Art”, 
an interactive creative arts experience, 
will be held at the Art Barn from 1p.m. 
to 4p.m. located at 856 E. Thompson 
(behind Kids and Families Together).   
The event aims to bring children who 

3-day event to feature a variety of Plein Air 
Artists

Paint Ventura

are deaf and hearing together in a 
safe, fun, creative environment. 
 Children and families are invited 
to enjoy making art, playing interac-
tive games, and enjoying food together. 
The project is hosted by Emily Bogner, 
completing her Gold Award as a Senior 
Girl Scout. Lynne Okun, registered 
art therapist, will co-facilitate and 
American Sign Language interpreters 
will be signing. The workshop is free 
and open to the public. Refreshments 
will be provided.  Welcoming deaf and 
hearing children alike ages 7 and up. 
RSVP to Emily Bogner at 818-625-
696 or emsayshey @aol.com.  Contact 
Lynne Okun 338-2576 for more infor-
mation.
 Also on Saturday, Sept. 22 at noon 
the Art Barn will be hosting their Kids’ 
Arts Fall Potluck where all friends 
and fans are welcome. So bring your 
favorite snack or dish (Kids’ Art will 
provide the beverages) to share and 
feel free to save a tree and bring your 
own washable dishes from home.

you tools and tactics to use when ne-
gotiating for yourself. Topics include: 
becoming familiar with the different 
types of negotiation methods and 
when to use them; understanding 
positions versus interests; making and 
responding to offers; how and when to 
make concessions; basic negotiating 
tactics.
32934 W 5:30-8:30pm 9/19 
Community Meeting Room
Strategic Planning: From Vision to 
Reality
 Evolving your arts business begins 
with articulating goals that are 
ambitious, inspirational and accom-
plishable. Topics include: creating 
a mission statement based on your 
vision and values; articulating smart 
goals to drive your business forward; 
developing strategies for the next 3 
years that build on strengths and 
opportunities; creating tactics and 
timelines; designing a strategic plan 

that works for you.
32935 W 5:30-8:30pm 10/17
Community Meeting Room
Financial Literacy and Money Con-
sciousness for Artists
 This workshop will help reduce 
the “fear factor” that artists struggle 
with when dealing with their money 
management concerns. Financial 
visioning and the basics of personal 
finance and money management will 
be discussed. Topics include: helping 
you understand general financial 
terminology as it relates to your 
art practice and personal finances; 
presenting ideas on how to organize 
and manage your money through 
filing systems, software and other 
solutions; explaining informational 
financial reports and give you tools to 
create your own; discussing personal 
financial management and strategies.
32936 W 5:30-8:30 pm 11/14
Santa Clara Conference Room
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2 dogs X 6 years = 67,000 DOGS…YIKES!!  2 cats X 9 years = 11, 600,000 Cats...OMG!!

“We can’t add, but we sure can multiply!!”

BE A HERO…ADOPT A PET

SPAY AND NEUTER YOUR PET: SAVE A LIFE

$ WE BUY GOLD $
Jesus Arroyo, Owner      805.648.1737
254 E. Main Street, Ventura CA 93001

This ’n’ That

 Coastal Cleanup Day was held on Saturday, September 15 at 5 of our local beaches. 
San Buenaventura State Beach, Seaward, Marina Park, the Ventura Promenade and 
the Ventura Harbor.
 Volunteers of all ages were there cleaning up our environment and protecting our 
wildlife!
 Bailey Arsi (age 4) with mother Cara Dunstan and Russell Laubacher, 
Malana (age  6) with mother Gina Morton and Maegan Miller (age 5) were there 
learning at a young age the importance of keeping our environment clean.
 Photo by John Ferritto.

While in Italy, researching for an article perhaps, Breeze wine writer Eric Garnier took the Breeze with him to San Marcos Square to make sure that he keeps up with the latest 
Ventura news.

 Recently the YMCA held a 125th birthday celebration at their Ventura location on 
Telegraph Road. It featured food, music, tours and fun things for the kids.
 Daniel Villanueva and Tony Lopez, volunteer dads of YMCA, kids prepared the 
hamburgers and dogs for the hundreds of hungry eaters waiting in the chow line.
 Photos by Bernie Goldstein. 

Music calendar
Continued from page 16
House Jazz Band every Fri 6:30-10pm

The Tavern
211 Santa Clara St., 805-643-3264
Live Bands every Tue thru Sat
“Honky Tonk Tuesdays” Country Night,
Live Country Band every Tue 8pm
Ventura County Blues Society Jam 
session hosted by Tommy Marsh every
Wed 8pm
Thur 9/20 - Hot Roux 9pm
Fri 9/21 - Dr. M 9pm
Sat 9/22 - Paul Chesne 9pm
Tue 9/25 - The Mutineers 9pm

Tutti’s Off Main 
34 N. Palm Ave., 805-643-0880
Every Fri - Chris Wooley (guitar) 6:30-
9:30pm
Every Sat - Steve Williams (guitar) 
12-3pm, 6:30-9:30pm
Every Sun - Frank Barajas (guitar) 
12-3pm

Watermark On Main
598 E. Main St., 805-643-6800
Intimate Acoustic with Dano every Tue
Jazz at the Mark  every Wed

W2O Rooftop Lounge
598 E. Main St. (above Watermark)
805-643-6800
Live Bands every Wed thru Sun
Friday Dance Party every Fri 9pm
Thur 9/20 - Pure Joy
Fri 9/21 - In Stone
Sat 9/22 - Dr. M
Sun 9/23 - Forbidden Fruit
Thur 9/27 - Kristen Lee
Fri 9/28 - 4 on the Floor
Sat 9/29 - Sound Effect
Sun 9/30 - Shoemaker Brothers

Yolies/Hi Hat Entertainment
138 W. Main St., 805-816-9663
Top Notch Musicians and Bands every 
Fri 8pm
Fri 9/21 - Terry Hanck (Multi-Award 
Winning Sax)
Fri 9/28 - Wendy Dewitt (Boogie Woogie) 

Zoey’s Café
185 E. Santa Clara St., 805-652-1137
Blue Grass Jam every Tue 6pm
Songwriter’s Round every Wed 8pm
Live Musicians & Bands every Wed thru 
Sat 8pm
Wed 9/19 - Lee Koch 8pm
Sat 9/29 - Ruby Jane & Nathan McUen
(Folk, Americana, Alt Country) 8pm

Fine Stone Craftsmanship & Supply

Our expert craftsmen have over 25 years of experience in stone.

  805-654-1834
4835 COLT STREET SUITE B | VENTURA | WWW.VENTURA-STONE.COM

Visit Our Showroom & Slab Yard • Free In-Home Design Consultation

1 day 
install 
on most 
projects

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 
prior purchases. Offer expires 8-31-12

$2195
choose from 

20 different colors

Single slab deal
(includes 50 sq. ft.

any 1 1/2” edge detail 
& undermount sink cutout)

INSTALLED!

Two slab deal
(includes 70 sq. ft. 

any 1 1/2” edge detail 
& undermount sink cutout)

$3395
choose from 

20 different colors

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 
prior purchases. Offer expires 8-31-12

FREE Kitchen sink
16 gauge stainless 

LB300 model
with every kitchen 

countertop purchase


