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For an 
extensive list 
of musical 
happenings 
in Ventura, 
see our Music 
Calendar on 
page 16.

	 Captain	Bill	Finley	was	chosen	as	our	
first	“sitter”	 for	 the	Face	Of	Ventura	be-
cause	 he	 symbolizes	 the	 spirit	 of	 the	
season.
	 Captain	Bill	Finley	is	a	native	of	the	
Pacific	Northwest	having	grown	up	in	
Federal	Way,	WA.		He	has	been	a	Salva-
tion	 Army	 officer	 since	 2003	 and	 has	
held	appointments	in	Redondo	Beach,		

Portrait artist 
plans to reveal 
the “Face of 
Ventura”
by Tim Pompey

	 Ventura	 artist	 Johanna	 Spinks	 has	 a	
knack	for	portraits.	She’s	an	expert,	hav-
ing	 studied	 for	 eight	 years	 with	 Everett	
Raymond	 Kinstler,	 master	 portraitist	 of	
seven	 US	 presidents.	 In	 addition,	 she’s	
been	tabbed	as	a	finalist	in	the	California	
Art	Club’s	100th	anniversary	gold	medal	
show	in	Pasadena.
	 Spinks,	 however,	 is	 unique	 in	 that	
she	likes	doing	face	portraits.	Something	
about	 the	 shapes,	 the	 expressions,	 the	
eyes,	that	reveal	the	person’s	soul.	More-
over,	she	can	work	fast,	usually	complet-
ing	a	face	painted	directly	from	life	in	one	
three-hour	sitting.	Considering	that	com-
missioned	 portraits	 can	 sometimes	 take	
her	weeks	or	months,	that’s	warp	speed.
	 Describing	herself	as	a	“classical	artist	
with	a	contemporary,	 romantic,	modern	
twist,”	 Spinks’	 portraits	 often	 have	 the	
same	 spirit	 as	 Monet	 or	 Renoir.	 As	 she	
explains:	“I	want	a	likeness	of	course,	but	
when	I’m	painting	someone	from	life,	I’m	
hoping	 for	 an	 interaction,	 and	 through	
that	interaction	to	really	capture	the	per-
son’s	life	force.”
	 Spinks,	 who	 moved	 to	 her	 current	
Bell	Arts	Factory	studio	about	a	year	ago,	
is	 fascinated	 by	 the	 local	 portrait	 land-
scape	in	Ventura.	She	describes	the	town	
as	 “seaside	 Norman	 Rockwell,”	 not	 just	
for	the	beautiful	landscapes,	but	because	
of	the	faces	that	come	with	it.	Influenced	
by	how	Rockwell	used	his	portraits	to	tell	
a	 story,	 she	 would	 like	 to	 do	 something	
similar	 in	 Ventura,	 perhaps	 even	 “put	
Ventura	portraiture	on	the	map.”
	 This	 year,	 Spinks	 took	 fresh	 inspira-
tion	from	the	recent	film	“Julie	and	Julia.”	
As	she	explains:	“It’s	about	a	young	chef	
who	recreates	a	recipe	from	Julia	Childs’	
cookbook	 ‘The	 Art	 of	 French	 Cooking’

Continued on page 5

Top headlines 
of 2010 from 
the Ventura 
Breeze
by Rebecca Wicks

	 While	 much	 of	 2010’s	 news	 was	
seemingly	connected	to	an	anemic	econ-
omy	such	as	severe	service	cuts,	homeless	
issues	 and	 the	 closure	 of	 beloved	 busi-
nesses	–	the	year	did	have	its	bright	spots.		
A	number	of	wonderful	events	which	call	
Ventura	home	including	the	Ventura	Mu-
sic	 Festival,	 the	 Ventura	 Hillsides	 Music	
Festival	 and	 ArtWalk	 presented	 excep-
tional	 programs.	 	 The	 re-opening	 of	 the	
County	 of	 Ventura	 Museum	 and	 Ana-
capa	 Island,	 the	 most	 popular	 Channel	
Island	visiting	spot	were	highlights	of	the	
year.		While	development	slowed,	Ventura	
did	 see	 the	 WAV	 (Working	 Artist	 Ven-
tura)	building	come	to	 life	as	well	as	the	
ground-breaking	 of	 projects	 such	 as	 the	
hospital’s	new	cancer	center.		
	 Here	 is	 a	 recap	 of	 the	 top	 headlines	
from	the	front	pages	of	the	Breeze	in	2010.	
January
	 City	expects	additional	$4	million	 in	
cuts:	 	After	cutting	$11	million	from	the	
city	 budget	 in	 2009,	 the	 New	 Year	 starts	
with	officials	needing	to	cut	an	additional	
$4	million.		A	dramatic	drop	in	sales	and	
property	 taxes	 are	 fingered	 as	 the	 main	
culprits.
	 VC	 basketball	 coach	 hearing	 set:		
Highlighting	some	of	the	city’s	low	points	
this	 year,	 the	 ongoing	 saga	 surrounding	
Ventura	College’s	former	basketball	coach	
continues.		Greg	Winslow	is	charged	with	

Continued on page 4

Music Festival 
director Nuvi 
Mehta 
announced 
this year’s 
Ventura Music 
Festival theme 
Caravana 
Muzica at 
the Museum 
of Ventura 
County on 
December 8. 
See page 8 
for the entire 
story.

The Ventura Breeze Presents 
The Face Of Ventura

and	on	skid	row	in	downtown	Los	An-
geles.	 	He	was	appointed	as	Corps	Of-
ficer	at	the	Ventura	branch	of	The	Sal-
vation	 Army	 in	 July	 2008	 along	 with	
his	wife	who	also	serves	as	a	Salvation	
Army	officer.		He	graduated	with	a	BA	
from	Colorado	Christian	University	in	
2000.	
	 He	 also	 holds	 a	 Masters	 in	 Non-
profit	 Management	 from	 Regis	 Uni-
versity.	 	 He	 is	 a	 Rotarian	 and	 active	
in	 the	 Ventura	 Social	 Service	 Task	
Force.		He	has	been	married	to	Captain	
Tolani	Finley	since	2003	and	they	have	
a	four	year	old	daughter.		His	passions	
include	 baseball	 and	 football,	 and	
playing	with	his	daughter.			
	 We	 asked	 him	 what	 he	 likes	 most	
about	living	in	Ventura?:
 Ventura is a great community.  For us 
the best part has been the environment for 
our daughter.  She has excelled in preschool 
and it seems like there are a multitude of 
family programs in the community.  The 
next thing has got to be the food.  As some-
one who likes great breakfast I love Ventu-
ra.  We are blessed with some great restau-
rants many of which are in downtown that 
I can walk to.  
	 And	how	was	the	experience	of	hav-
ing	your	portrait	painted	by	Johanna?:
 I have never had a portrait done before 
and Johanna was amazing.  It seemed like 
time flew by and that she was interested in 
me as a person not just the portrait.  She is 
skilled at her craft and had me at ease.  I 
was amazed at the ease at which she did the 
portrait.  She is a great example of the artis-
tic skill we have in Ventura.

Happy New Year, everybody!
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this year's Holiday Magic!

Did you know...

provides door-to-door service?

Call  805.650.6600
www.venturashuttle.com

Holiday travel is just around the corner
Enjoy the comfort of personal 

chauffeured service
Dependability at reasonable rates

Call for special rates
 • Non-Stop home to airports

 • Night on the town

 • Doctor appointments

 • Shopping

 • Corporate meetings and events

 • Senior citizen travels

 • Charters to accomodate large groups

Ventura County Shuttle, Inc.

FREE Parking at the Holiday Inn parking lot         1080 Navigator Dr., Ventura      PSC 6291

805.650.6600

After 27 Years In Business We Ring In 2011
Expressing Our Gratitude For Your Loyalty!

Wishing You A Safe & Happy New Year!

Depart Ventura
4:30am • 6:30am • 8:30am  • 10:45am • 1pm • 
3:15pm • 5:30pm • 7:30pm 
•  Oxnard departs 15 minutes later.
•  No departures: 7:30pm Vta, 7:45pm Oxn,
9:30pm LAX-on Saturdays only.

Depart LAX
6:30am • 8:30am • 11am • 1pm • 3:15pm • 
5:30pm • 7:30pm •  9:30pm

Depart Ventura
4:30am • 6:30am • 8:30am  • 10:45am • 1pm • 
Depart VenturaDepart Ventura

$35.00 one way for travel.
Round trip $65.00

e-tickets online at www.venturashuttle.com
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The Ventura Breeze is printed with 
soy based ink on paper with minimum 

40% recycled content.

The Breeze is looking for outgoing, 

motivated and energetic people to 

become advertising advisers selling 

ad space in the Breeze in Ventura 

and other local communities.

This is commission only so the 

hours are up to you so you are 

your own boss. A fun job meeting 

business people in the community.

Thank you for giving this your 

consideration, we look forward to 

hearing from you at 

advertising@venturabreeze.com.

n  First	 I	 would	 like	
to	wish	all	of	our	won-
derful	 readers	 and	 ad-
vertisers	 the	 very	 best	
for	 next	 year	 and	 the	
Breeze	 is	 the	 first	 me-
dia	to	declare	that	the	
RECESSION	IS	OVER,	

now	go	spend	your	money	to	make	sure	
that	it	is.
n On	 “First	 Fridays”	 (the	 night	 that	
many	Ventura	art	galleries	are	open)	I	try	
to	 stop	 at	 most	 of	 them	 including	 the	
Bell	Arts	Factory	on	Ventura	Avenue.
	 In	April	I	was	honored	to	meet	award-
winning	 portrait	 artist	 Johanna	 Spinks,	
who	for	years	worked	as	a	top	Hollywood	
makeup	 artist	 to	 the	 stars	 applying	 her	
artistry	to	many	famous	faces	before	they	
went	 under	 the	 lights,	 and	 who	 has	 her	
studio	at	Bell	Arts.
	 I	was	privileged	to	have	her	ask	me	to	
sit	to	have	her	paint	my	portrait.	When	I	
asked	 her	 how	 many	 sittings	 it	 would	
take	 I	 was	 shocked	 to	 have	 her	 tell	 me	
“this	 will	 be	 one	 of	 my	 quick	 portraits	
that	 will	 take	 about	 2	 hours”,	 which	 is	
about	what	it	took.
	 Her	 work,	 which	 also	 includes	 still	
life	and	landscape,	has	won	her	national	
acclaim	 being	 featured	 in	 the	 New	 York	
Times,	 and	 earning	 her	 juried	 recog-
nition,	 awards	 and	 show	 acceptances	
from	 various	 art	 institutions	 including		
American	Artist	Magazine,	Art	Talk,	Oil	
Painters	 of	 America	 and	 The	 California	
Art	Club.	
	 As	 people	 would	 come	 into	 her	 stu-
dio	 they	 would	 look	 at	 the	 painting	 in-
progress,	then	look	at	me	and	give	me	a	
thumbs	up.
	 Over	 the	 next	 several	 months	 she	
and	I	met	several	times	and	she	told	me	
of	her	desire	to	paint	the	many	different	

faces	of	Ventura.
	 We	 finally	 decided	 that	 we	 would	
form	a	wonderful	joint	effort	and	present	
to	Ventura	the	“Face	Of	Ventura”	which	
is	introduced	in	the	issue.
	 In	Tim	Pompey’s	cover	article	regard-
ing	 this	 he	 states,	 “Now	 Spinks	 is	 part-
nering	with	The	Breeze	to	take	on	a	new	
challenge.	 For	 the	 next	 two	 years,	 every	
issue	of	The	Breeze	will	feature	a	new	face	
portrait	 by	 Spinks,	 with	 a	 little	 some-
thing	special—a	short	personal	story.”
	 “What’s	 more,	 Breeze	 readers	 will	
have	 an	 opportunity	 to	 make	 recom-
mendations.	 Anyone	 is	 welcome.	 No	

class	 distinctions,	 no	 economic	 barriers.	
Someone	with	an	interesting	face	and	an	
interesting	story	to	tell.”	
	 I	 feel	 very	 fortunate	 that	 we	 at	 The	
Breeze,	 and	 Ventura	 have	 this	 wonder-
ful	 opportunity	 to	 work	 with	 Johanna	
Spinks	and	I	am	very	excited	about	 this	
collaboration.
	 I	hope	that	we	can	find	a	filmmaker	
to	 develop	 a	 documentary	 about	 this	
series	 (are	you	out	there)	and	a	 location	
where	 we	 can	 have	 a	 growing	 exhibit	 of	
the	portraits	as	they	are	done,	with	a	big	
celebration	at	the	end.	
n	 I	 would	 like	 to	 thank	 Mrs.	 Mar-
tin’s	 class	 at	 Poinsettia	 School	 for	 their	

thoughtful	proofreading,	and	comments	
on	my	last	opinion	piece.	Very	bright	kids	
(obviously	 brighter	 than	 me).	 Am	 I	 to,	
two,	too	old	to	take	her	classes?
n Also	in	this	issue	we	have	announced	
that	 Dr.	 Bunny	 Vreeland	 will	 be	 leaving	
her	 talk	 radio	 show	 heard	 on	 1400AM	
KKZZ	 to	 open	 the	 Vreeland	 College	 of	
the	Healing	Arts	in	Camarillo.
	 Having	appeared	on	her	 show	sever-
al	times	I	now	consider	myself	to	be	her	
friend.	I	will	miss	being	on	her	show	and	
her	being	a	“local”,	but	am	sure	that	I	will	
still	 be	 managing	 to	 see	 and	 speak	 with	
her	and	wish	her	the	best	in	her	new	role	
as	a	teacher.
n	 Perhaps	the	funniest	thing	that	hap-
pened	 last	 year	 with	 the	Breeze	 is	 that	 I	
attended	an	event	and	a	lady	that	worked	
for	 the	 organization	 putting	 it	 on	 was	
there	to	take	photos	but	forgot	to	put	the	
memory	chip	 into	her	digital	 camera	 so	
took	me	outside	(had	never	met	her)	and	
explained	her	situation	to	me	and	asked	
me	if	I	would	take	a	lot	of	photos	for	her	
and	send	to	her,	which	I	did.
	 So	 she	 spent	 the	 night	 pretending	
that	 she	 was	 taking	 photos	 (the	 flash	
worked)	to	make	it	look	as	if	she	was.

Hi	Sheldon,
	 Hope	 all	 is	 well	 with	 you	 and	 your	
family	 this	 holiday	 season.	 	 It’s	 JoAnne	
Hadley	 the	 owner	 of	 Birkenstock	 in	
Downtown	 Ventura.	 	 I	 just	 received	 the	
Ventura	 Breeze	 Paper	 (which	 I	 have	 dis-
played	in	front	of	my	store	for	years	now	
trying	to	help	circulate	the	word	in	Ven-
tura	and	keep	people	informed).		
	 To	 my	 dismay	 I	 started	 reading	 the	

Breeze:	
	 Regarding	Ivor	Davis	(is	he	the	same	
one	 that	 wrote	 the	 Charles	 Manson	
books?)	 about	 likes	 and	 dislikes	 in	 Ven-
tura	here	is	a	few	of	mine.	
I like
Downtown	 shopping	 (even	 with	 the	
parking	meters)
The	 kid’s	 second	 floor	 at	 Foster	 Library	
(free	parking	in	the	back)
I hate
Flooding	 at	 Seaward	 and	 Harbor	 every	
single	year
Off	ramp	at	Johnson	and	the	freeway
Lack	 of	 restaurants	 and	 things	 on	 pier	
(some	 monopoly	 Erickson’s	 has)	 and	
at	 the	 promenade	 like	 the	 empty	 dirt	
lot	 next	 to	 parking	 structure	 should	 be	
something	good
Thanks
Louise	Nadie
Ventura
Louise:
 Yes that is the Ivor Davis, how nice that he 
wrote to us. We are flattered.
 Maybe some of our other readers have a list 
to send us.
The Breeze

paper	to	come	across	an	article	written	by	
Kimberly	Castro	on	“Was	the	Wine	Walk	
successful”?...my	store	was	mentioned	in	
the	 article	 with	 not	 such	 a	 favorable	 re-
sponse	on	the	wine	that	was	distributed	
in	my	store,	her	statement	was	“Although	
the	 wine	 was	 less	 than	 spectacular,	 the	
store	was	filled	with	people	having	a	good	
time.”		
	 After	 reading	 that	 needless	 to	 say	 I	
was	not	too	happy	since	I	purchased	ev-
ery	bottle	of	wine	that	was	distributed	in	
my	 store	 from	 my	 own	 pocket	 and	 did	
not	 use	 a	 distributor.	 	 All	 of	 the	 wines	
came	 from	the	Young	Market	Company	
(Purveyors	of	Fine	Wines	and	Spirits)	and	
from	 WSJ	 Wines	 (Wine	 Club	 from	 the	
Wall	Street	Journal...wine	club	that	I	just	
joined)	 so	 I	 was	 hoping	 you	 could	 help	
me	in	finding	out	what	wine	Ms.	Castro	
sampled	 that	 was	 not	 “spectacular”	 to	
her?	 	 The	 exact	 name	 would	 be	 greatly	
appreciated	because	I	will	be	passing	the	
word	 along	 to	 both	 distributors.	 	 Your	
help	 in	this	matter	would	be	greatly	ap-
preciated	 since	 this	 was	 the	 first	 event	 I	
have	participated	in.	
JoAnne	Hadley
JoAnne:
 I appreciate you writing to the Breeze.  I 
am not a wine expert but that was my per-
sonal feelings about the wine I drank at your 
store.  Unfortunately, the name of the wine did 
not make an impression on me since it wasn’t 
one of the more favorable wines I drank that 
evening.  I was under the impression that each 
store was hosting a winery at their location.  I 
am surprised to hear that to participate in the 
wine walk you needed to provide your own 
wine.  The advertising used in the wine walk 
made it appear that a different winery would 

be featured at each location.  Therefore, my 
comment was really not aimed at you but the 
winery that produced the wine.
 In fact you were a wonderful hostess and 
your Birkenstock store is a fun place to shop.
Kimberly Castro

Photo contest 

 In our last photo contest the picture 
was taken from Thille Street at the dead 
end to the Cape Town Condos.
 Wonderful Ventura artist Hilda Kil-
patrick was the first one to send in the cor-
rect answer and chose her gift certificate 
to be from downtown clothing store Parts 
Unknown.
 Our next photo contest will be in the 
January 12 issue so be sure to look for it.
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City News

by Mayor Bill Fulton

	 This	has	not	been	an	easy	year	for	us	
here	in	Ventura.	At	City	Hall,	at	the	school	
district,	elsewhere	in	town	–	and	also	in	our	
personal	lives	–	we’ve	had	to	cut	back.
	 Nobody	 likes	 cutting	 back,	 especially	
if	it	means	our	community’s	quality	of	life	
is	at	risk.	Fewer	 libraries,	 fewer	police	offi-
cers,	fewer	fire	stations,	reduced	bus	service,	
reduced	park	maintenance,	 less	street	pav-
ing	–	the	list	goes	on	and	on,	unfortunately.	
And	 most	 of	 our	 time	 and	 effort	 at	 City	
Hall	in	2010	has	been	spent	figuring	how	to	
manage	these	reductions	in	a	way	that	will	
maintain	the	city’s	overall	solvency	without	
harming	the	community	too	much.
	 This	is	essential	work	these	days	for	lo-
cal	government	officials	and	we	are	right	to	
devote	so	much	attention	to	it.	But	even	as	
we	manage	these	reductions,	we	must	also	
devote	ourselves	 to	renewing	our	commu-
nity	 –	 appreciating	 what	 we	 have	 here	 in	
Ventura,	looking	ahead,	and	understanding	
how	we	can	protect	and	enhance	our	city’s	
unique	characteristics.
	 So	let	me	begin	by	saying	that,	despite	
all	 the	 bad	 news,	 2010	 was	 a	 pretty	 good	
year	here	 in	Ventura.	We	have	successfully	
sown	 the	 seeds	 of	 several	 efforts	 that	 will	
pay	off	in	years	to	come,	both	for	our	pros-
perity	 and	 our	 quality	 of	 life.	 Although	 it	
went	 almost	 unnoticed,	 perhaps	 the	 most	
important	 accomplishment	 was	 the	 ap-
proval	of	Community	Memorial	Hospital’s	
major	expansion	in	midtown.	Starting	early	
next	 year,	 CMH	 will	 build	 a	 new	 building	

Ventura 
Botanical 
Gardens takes 
a giant step 
forward
by Danielle Peak

	 The	 recent	 unanimous	 vote	 by	 the	
Ventura	 City	 Council	 for	 the	 construc-
tion	of	the	botanical	gardens	launches	an	
exciting	new	project	in	Grant	Park.	Headed	
by	 Beverly	 McCaslin,	 the	 Ventura	 Botani-
cal	 Gardens,	 Inc.,	 is	 a	 501(c)3	 Charitable	
organization	 envisioning	 public	 gardens	
funded	not	by	taxpayers	but	by	grants	and	
donations.	Members	settled	on	Grant	Park	
because	of	its	beauty	and	potential,	and	the	
vision	was	earlier	this	year	met	with	approval	
by	the	Serra	Cross	Conservancy,	which	owns	
the	 acreage	 under	 and	 around	 the	 Grant	
Park	Cross,	and	the	Ventura	Hillsides	Con-
servancy	land.	
	 The	 100-acre	 city-owned	 park	 may	 in-
clude	 any	 or	 all	 of	 the	 following:	 	 native	
wildflowers,	 redwood	 trees,	 Mediterranean	
gardens,	hiking	trails,	a	gift	shop	and	cafe,	
a	site	for	honoring	early	Chumash	inhabit-
ants,	an	outdoor	theater	classroom,	educa-
tion	center,	and	facilities	for	special	events.		
	 Thanks	to	design	firm	Mia	Lehrer	+	As-
sociates	 for	 the	 foundation	 of	 the	 master	
plan,	the	gardens	are	well	on	their	way	to	be-
coming	a	reality.
	 “With	 every	 accomplishment	 we	 get	
closer	and	closer	to	transforming	a	breath-
taking,	underutilized	site	in	Ventura	County	
into	a	cultural	venue	of	regional	and	nation-
al	importance.		Aren’t	we	fortunate	to	be	a	
part	of	 something	so	worthwhile	and	that	
really	matters,”	said	president	McCaslin.
	 The	agreement	granted	by	the	city	coun-
cil	outlines	several	conditions	to	be	met	by	

We’ve had to cut back
adjacent	to	its	old	one	–	simultaneously	up-
grading	our	medical	care,	freeing	up	space	
in	the	old	building	for	important	economic	
ventures	such	as	biotech	research,	and	help-
ing	to	improve	an	already	wonderful,	walk-
able	 commercial	 neighborhood	 around	
Five	Points.	We’re	lucky	to	still	have	a	com-
munity	 non-profit	 hospital,	 and	 the	 fact	
that	 there	 was	 so	 little	 controversy	 about	
the	CMH	expansion	 is	a	 testimony	 to	 the	
way	 the	 hospital	 and	 the	 community	 un-
derstand	the	value	of	their	relationship.
	 We	also	saw	the	expansion	of	our	V2TC	
business	 incubator	 behind	 City	 Hall,	 with	
several	 new	 businesses	 opening	 up	 and	
one	–	The	Trade	Desk	–	moving	to	bigger	
quarters	elsewhere	in	the	building	because	
it	is	growing	so	fast.	In	addition,	we	saw	an	
increase	in	all	kinds	of	creative	and	innova-
tive	businesses	downtown	–	everyone	from	
architects	 to	 venture	 capitalists	 and,	 yes,	
brassiere	designers	moved	in.
	 There’s	 so	 much	 more	 I	 could	 talk	
about,	but	let	me	just	sum	it	up	by	saying	
that	 nothing	 is	 more	 important	 to	 me	 as	
mayor	than	laying	the	foundation	for	Ven-
tura’s	future	prosperity	and	quality	of	life.	
It’s	sometimes	hard	to	see	this	progress	in	
such	a	down	economy,	but	we	here	at	City	
Hall	 are	 working	 hard	 –	 in	 collaboration	
with	 our	 neighborhoods,	 our	 businesses,	
and	many	others	–	to	make	sure	that	as	we	
emerge	from	the	recession	Ventura	will	re-
main	a	great	place	to	life	and	work	for	an-
other	generation	at	least.

VBG	group	before	it	can	enter	into	a	formal	
40-year	lease	arrangement	with	the	city.	Be-
sides	the	master	plan	already	checked	off	the	
list,	requirements	include	a	full	environmen-
tal	 impact	 report	 in	 compliance	 with	 the	
California	 Environmental	 Quality	 Act	 and	
evidence	the	group	has	the	financial	capac-
ity	to	operate	what	is	expected	to	be	a	phased	
development.	 The	 alternative	 is	 a	 five	 year	
agreement,	 with	 possible	 extension	 of	 one	
year.	
	 Already	 a	 list	 of	 donors	 to	 back	 the	
funding	of	the	botanical	gardens	exists.	Cur-
rently,	 the	 group	 has	 nearly	 450	 charter	
members.	Other	types	of	membership	and	
participation	 will	 continue	 to	 be	 available	
after	charter	members	are	capped	at	the	end	
of	the	year.
	 Join	the	supporters	of	the	Ventura	Bo-
tanical	Gardens	on	Saturday,	April	30,	2011	
for	the	3rd	annual	Spring	Garden	Tour.		A	
donation	of	$25	covers	a	tour	of	8	fabulous	
local	gardens	in	full	spring	bloom.		
	 Visit	 www.VenturaBotanicalGardens.
com	for	more	information	on	the	tour,	do-
nating	to	the	park,	or	becoming	a	member	
of	Ventura	Botanical	Gardens,	Inc.

Top headlines
Contnued from page 1
multiple	counts	of	grand	theft	and	theft	
of	public	funds.		His	trial	is	slated	to	be-
gin	next	month.
February
	 Graffiti	to	be	moved	from	railway	tres-
tle?:	 	 While	 everyone	 agrees	 it	 needs	 to	 be	
cleaned	up,	getting	the	graffiti	removed	on	
the	railway	trestle	that	cross	Hwy	101	near	
California	Street	has	been	an	ongoing	dis-
cussion	between	a	number	of	parties.		While	
the	city	strives	to	remove	graffiti	within	24	
hours	 of	 being	 reported,	 the	 large	 metal	
structure	 has	 remained	 graffiti	 laden	 for	
some	 time.	 	 CalTrans,	 Union	 Pacific	 and	
city	officials	hold	a	final	planning	meeting	
in	 December	 and	 graffiti	 is	 planned	 to	 be	
painted	over	in	2011.
	 Nostalgic	 over	 burgers:	 	 2010	 saw	 its	

fair	share	of	businesses	close,	but	one	that	
seemed	to	hit	close	to	many	hearts	was	the	
shutting	down	of	the	Top	Hat	Burger	Pal-
ace.	 	A	fixture	on	downtown’s	Main	Street	
since	1966,	 the	owners	were	not	granted	a	
new	lease.		Owner	Charlotte	Bell	was	report-
edly	 optimistic	 at	 the	 time	 and	 hoped	 to	
re-open	or	open	a	new	establishment	in	the	
future.
March
	 Two	 Ventura	 firefighters	 offer	 hope	
to	Haiti:	 	While	many	Venturans	struggled	
through	 a	 limp	 economy,	 two	 Venturans	
made	us	remember	that	we	still	have	it	pret-
ty	good	and	that	others	need	our	help.		Mike	
Eggleston	and	Brian	Kremer	paid	their	own	
way	to	help	with	the	aftermath	of	the	dev-
astating	 earthquake	 in	 Haiti.	 	 For	 10	 days	
the	men	helped	deliver	over	a	ton	of	medical	
supplies	donated	by	fire	companies	and	of-
fered	their	expertise.
	 Walmart	 moves	 steadily	 toward	 open-
ing	 store	 on	 Victoria:	 	 After	 a	 failed	 ballot	
measure	that	may	or	may	have	not	stopped	a	
Walmart	from	opening	in	Ventura,	the	com-
pany	 is	 still	 on	 track	 to	 have	 its	 first	 store	
in	town.		Moving	slowly	through	the	city’s	
approval	 process,	 Walmart	 has	 designed	 a	
98,000	square	foot	store	for	the	space	and	is	
looking	to	possibly	break	ground	in	2011.
April
	 New	CMH	construction	moves	forward:		
Construction	 of	 a	 new	 22,000	 square	 foot	
cancer	center	begins.		The	hospital	gears	up	
to	start	its	larger	project	–	a	6-story	hospital	
building	which	will	replace	the	current	non-
code	compliant	building.		The	new	building	
will	be	constructed	 in	 front	of	 the	current	
hospital	and	is	slated	to	be	finished	in	2014.
	 Arrest	made	in	Faria	Beach	murder	case:		
Venturans	find	some	relief	after	an	arrest	is	
made	 in	 a	 triple	 homicide	 that	 took	 place	
in	a	Faria	Beach	house.		The	suspect,	Joshua	
Graham	Packer,	of	Ventura	is	arrested	after	
DNA	at	the	scene	of	the	crime	is	matched	
with	 DNA	 housed	 in	 a	 state	 database.		
Packer’s	DNA	was	taken	and	resided	in	the	
database	after	he	was	arrested	for	a	felony.		
Packer	is	expected	to	go	to	trial	in	the	first	
part	of	2011.
May
	 Move	to	recall	Mayor	Fulton	advances:		
A	small	group	of	Venturans	attempt	to	recall	
Bill	Fulton	from	his	Mayoral	position.		Sub-
mitted	by	disgruntled	resident	Maili	Brocke,	
it	takes	Brocke	multiple	times	to	submit	the	
paperwork	 correctly.	 	 The	 movement	 was	

later	abandoned	by	Brocke	after	the	paper-
work	 to	 proceed	 was	 accepted	 by	 the	 city	
clerk.
	 Changes	at	the	Santa	Clara	Senior	Rec-
reation	Center?:		Repercussions	of	the	city’s	
budget	shortfall	become	more	tangible	 for	
Venturans	 as	 city	 officials	 begin	 to	 discuss	
public	 services	 that	 are	 on	 the	 chopping	
block.	 	 The	 Senior	 Center	 on	 Santa	 Clara	
Street	is	identified	as	a	place	that	can	be	shut	
down	for	a	savings	of	$100,000	per	year.		Of-
ficials	look	to	move	some	of	the	services	to	
other	city	facilities.
June
	 Second-grade	 teacher	 Ventura	 teacher	
feted:	 	 Kristine	 Guzman	 a	 second-grade	
teacher	at	Will	Rogers	Elementary	School	is	
named	the	Ventura	County	Teacher	of	the	
Year.		Principal	Patricia	Short	calls	Guzman	
the	“total	teacher	package	–	enthusiastic,	re-
lentless,	determined	and	selfless.”
	 Fire	Station	4	to	close	today:		The	other	
proverbial	(large)	shoe	drops	on	Ventura	as	
the	 city	 announces	 Fire	 Station	 4	 located	
on	Telephone	Road	near	Kimball	Road	will	
close	due	to	budget	shortfalls.		Fire	officials	
try	to	stay	optimistic	labeling	it	a	temporary	
closure,	but	many	residents	are	and	remain	
upset	about	the	closure.
July
	 Museum	 of	 Ventura	 County:	 a	 mix	 of	
the	latest	and	the	legendary:		A	newly	remod-
eled	Museum	of	Ventura	County	opens	af-
ter	having	tripled	its	gallery	size.		Located	on	
100	E.	Main	Street,	the	museum	features	art	
and	artifacts	from	the	county.		According	to	
Executive	Director	Tim	Schiffer	new	exhib-
its	feature,	“an	eclectic	collection	of	beauti-
ful,	odd,	fun	items.”
	 A	 better	 way	 to	 exercise	 at	 Ventura’s	
Aquatic	 Center:	 	 Located	 on	 Kimball	 and	
Telephone	Roads,	the	Ventura	Aquatic	Cen-
ter	 was	 constructed	 in	 recent	 years.	 	 Resi-
dents	enjoy	swim	and	exercise	classes	year-
round.
August
	 Piece	 of	 Ventura	 history	 burns	 to	 the	
ground:	 	 In	a	sad	story	of	neglect,	 the	E.P.	
Foster	 House,	 home	 to	 one	 of	 the	 most	
prominent	 philanthropic	 families	 in	 the	
city’s	 history	 burns	 to	 the	 ground.	 	 The	
home,	which	was	gifted	to	the	school	district	
by	the	family	fell	into	disrepair	and	was	of-
ten	victim	to	vandals	or	was	used	for	shelter	
by	vagrants.		A	fire	report	on	the	cause	of	the	
fire	has	not	been	released.
	 35-foot	turtle	comes	to	Ventura:		Ventu-

It was a dark, rainy Winter Solstice eve. But inside the CandleLight bar – a fire burned 
merrily as revelers gathered to celebrate and support VCCool, a local sustainable living and 
climate action group as the jazzy sounds of the Beach City Sound Club were enjoyed by all.
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ra	Council	Member	Carl	Morehouse	along	
with	environmental	groups	gather	to	show	
support	 for	 AB	 1998	 (Brownley),	 a	 bill	 in-
tended	to	ban	single-use	plastic	bags	in	Cali-
fornia.		A	35-foot	inflatable	sea	turtle	is	fea-
tured	at	the	event	to	stress	the	severe	harm	
plastic	 pollution	 has	 on	 marine	 animals.		
The	bill	later	failed	in	the	State	Senate	by	a	
small	number	of	votes.
September
	 Community	 partnerships	 help	 Title	 I	
schools:		Local	businesses	worked	with	com-
munity	organizations	to	give	new	backpacks	
filled	with	school	supplies	to	275	students	
at	Title	I	schools	in	Ventura.		Recipients	in-
cluded	students	from	E.P.	Foster,	Sheridan	
Way	 and	 Lincoln	 Elementary	 Schools	 and	
De	Anza	Technology	and	Arts	School.
	 Community	garden	experiencing	water	
challenge:	 	 A	 local	 community	 garden	 at	
Poli	and	Chestnut	Streets	has	been	unable	
to	have	the	water	to	the	lot	turned	on	with-
out	paying	a	$5,000	new	construction	fee	to	
the	city.		The	gardening	project,	launched	by	
COLOR	(Community	Organized	for	Liberty	
&	Respect)	a	gay-straight	alliance	has	been	
borrowing	water	from	a	neighboring	lot	via	
a	hose	and	is	looking	for	help	from	city	of-
ficials.
October
	 Pacific	 View’s	 plans	 for	 the	 north	 end:		
The	 Pacific	 View	 mall	 officially	 announces	
Trader	Joe’s	will	be	coming	to	the	north	end	
of	the	mall.		An	overall	vision	for	the	com-
pletely	 vacant	 storefronts	 is	 also	 outlined.		
Later	 in	 the	 year	 the	 mall	 announces	 that	
Staples,	BevMo!	And	Massage	Envy	Spa	will	
also	go	into	the	same	area	of	the	mall.
	 Measure	 H	 to	 help	 education:	 	 After	
having	more	than	$20	million	cut	from	the	
school	district’s	budget	by	the	state,	educa-
tion	officials	place	Measure	H	on	the	ballot.		
Schools	which	have	seen	furlough	days	en-
acted,	 workforce	 reductions	 and	 program	
eliminations	hope	Measure	H,	a	temporary	
tax	measure	will	 raise	money	to	help	close	
the	 budget	 deficit.	 	 Needing	 a	 two-thirds	
majority,	 the	 measure	 is	 defeated	 with	 41	
percent	voting	against	the	measure.
	 (The	Breeze	celebrates	its	third	anniver-
sary	of	being	the	only	newspaper	dedicated	
to	the	city	of	Ventura	news)
November
	 Children’s	library	alive	and	well	at	Fos-
ter:		Many	have	wondered	how	the	E.P.	Fos-
ter	would	fare	after	the	H.P.	Wright	Library	
on	 Day	 Road	 closed	 last	 year.	 	 Since	 then,	
the	 Foster	 Library	 has	 made	 a	 number	 of	
changes	to	their	children’s	section	including	
making	the	entire	second	floor	a	children-
only	zone,	adding	programs	and	making	the	
décor	more	child-friendly.
	 A	non-statistically	take	on	parking	me-
ters:		After	less	than	two	months	since	park-
ing	meters	were	installed	in	Ventura’s	down-
town,	 merchants	 seem	 to	 have	 disparate	
views	on	them.		Some	vehemently	dislike	the	
meters	naming	them	the	cause	for	lost	busi-
ness;	others	remain	neutral	while	some	even	
say	 they	 like	 the	 meters.	 	 Pleas	 from	 some	
merchants	 to	 turn	 the	 meters	 off	 through	
the	 holidays	 are	 been	 rebuffed	 by	 the	 city	
who	 state	 not	 enough	 time	 has	 passed	 to	
make	such	a	decision.
December
	 Homeless	 shelters,	 one-way	 plane	 tick-
ets	and	spot	zoning:		The	city	of	Ventura	has	
seen	 and	 is	 feeling	 the	 effects	 of	 the	 weak	
economy.		The	number	of	Venturans	living	
under	the	Federal	poverty	level	has	doubled	
over	recent	years.		It	is	believed	that	there	are	
more	than	600	homeless	people	in	Ventura.		
The	 need	 for	 shelters	 and	 where	 to	 allow	
them	becomes	a	sizeable	discussion	for	city	
officials.	 	 In	the	end,	the	city	council	votes	
6-1	 to	 relegate	 homeless	 shelters	 to	 indus-
trial	areas	only.
	 Ventura	libraries	may	break	from	coun-
ty	system:		The	city	council	votes	to	give	the	

Face of Ventura
Continued from page 1
each	day.	I	wondered	if	I	could	do	it—with	
drawing,	not	cooking.”	She	did	and	you	
can	find	many	of	those	drawings	on	her	
Facebook	page	entitled	“Master	Portraits	by	
Johanna	Spinks.”
	 Now	 Spinks	 is	 partnering	 with	 The	
Breeze	to	take	on	a	new	challenge.	For	the	
next	two	years,	every	issue	of	The	Breeze	will	
feature	a	new	face	portrait	by	Spinks,	with	
a	little	something	special—a	short	personal	
story.	 “We	 thought	 it	 would	 be	 good	 to	
paint	people	that	have	an	appealing	story,”	
she	 says,	 “service	 to	 the	 town,	 person	 of	
courage,	or	a	person	with	a	story	to	tell	that	
represents	the	face	of	Ventura.”
	 What’s	 more,	 Breeze	 readers	 will	 have	
an	opportunity	to	make	recommendations.	
Anyone	 is	 welcome.	 No	 class	 distinctions,	
no	economic	barriers.	Someone	with	an	in-
teresting	face	and	an	interesting	story	to	tell.	
“I	want	to	paint	the	whole	town	of	Ventura’s	
face,”	Spinks	says,	“not	just	those	who	could	
afford	it.”	
	 Spinks	 has	 no	 game	 plan	 here	 other	
than	to	work	diligently	on	the	project.	“I’ve	
no	 sort	 of	 end	 target	 in	 mind,”	 she	 says.	
“The	 point	 is	 just	 to	 do	 the	 portraits	 as	 a	
direct	 interaction	 between	 myself	 and	 the	
chosen	sitter.	I	am	fascinated	to	see	how	the	

by Angela Rosales
Fun-in-Ventura.com

	 Olivas	Adobe	Historical	Park	treated	
the	public	once	again	to	an	enchanting	
candlelight	 tour	 of	 the	 historic	 home	
on	December	12.			An	annual	tradition	
for	 the	 past	 fifteen	 years,	 costumed	
volunteers	 entertained	 visitors	 with	 a	
series	of	vignettes	bringing	the	holiday	
season	in	old	California	to	life:
	 Circa	 1860,	 Christmas	 Eve.	 You	
are	 the	 guest	 of	 Don	 Raymundo	 and	
Teodora Olivas,	owners	of	Rancho	San	
Miguel.	The	cattle	ranch	stretches	east	

Throughout the year there are many events scheduled at the Olivas Adobe, but none are quite as 
magical as this. Photo by John Ferritto

Olivas Adobe celebrates the 
holidays with old California flair

to	 the	 Santa	 Clara	 River,	 borders	 the	
Camino	 Real	 (modern	 day	 101-free-
way)	 and	 continues	 west	 to	 the	 sea	
shore.	 	 	The	elaborate	Christmas	party	
has	 been	 going	 on	 for	 days	 and	 will	
continue	 thru	 January	 6th,	 the	 day	
the	 Magi	 reached	 the	 newborn	 Jesus.		
The	 scent	 of	 fresh	 sweet	 Tamales	 fills	
the	 air.	 	 	 Mystical	 clay	 pot	 luminarias	
adorn	the	court	yard	and	light	your	way	
as	 you	 dance,	 feast	 and	 celebrate	 with	
your	fellow	guests.		The	children	of	the	

adobe	 restlessly	 wait	 to	 play	 their	 part	
in	 Las	 Posadas,	 commemorating	 the	
journey	of	Mary	and	Joseph’s	search	for	
shelter.		Their	minds	eagerly	focused	on	
the	 piñata	 filled	 with	 candy.	 	 Shaped	
like	 a	 seven-pointed	 star	 to	 represent	
the	 seven	 deadly	 sins,	 the	 piñata,	 once	
an	indigenous	Mexican	custom,	is	now	
a	Christmas	favorite	after	Las	Posadas.		
	 On	the	eve	of	 the	6th,	 the	children	
carefully	 lay	 their	 shoes	 at	 the	 foot	 of	
their	bed,	filled	with	straw	for	the	Ma-
gi’s	 donkeys.	 	 When	 they	 awake,	 they	
hope	 to	 find	 the	 straw	 replaced	 with	
candy	 and	 other	 goodies.	 	 The	 Magi’s	
visit	also	signifies	the	official	end	of	the	
holiday	season.	After	attending	mass	at	
the	 hacienda’s	 family	 chapel,	 you	 bid	
farewell	 to	 your	 gracious	 hosts	 and	
promise	to	come	again	next	Christmas.
	 Throughout	the	year	there	are	many	
events	 scheduled	 at	 the	 Olivas	 Adobe,	
but	 none	 are	 quite	 as	 magical	 as	 this.		
Olivas	Adobe	historic	interpreter,	Lola	
Lynch,	 sees	 Christmas	 time	 as	 the	
perfect	 opportunity	 to	 “give	 a	 gift	 to	
the	 community	 by	 allowing	 visitors	 a	
chance	 to	 experience	 California’s	 his-
tory,	free	of	charge.”		By	stepping	back	
in	time,	Olivas	Adobe	reminds	us	that	
‘tis	the	season	to	come	together	to	em-
brace	 new	 friends,	 gather	 with	 family	
and	 celebrate	 personal	 and	 cultural	
traditions.
	 Many	 thanks	 to	 tour	 coordina-
tor,	 Jerry	 Leckie,	 the	 informative	 tour	
guides	 and	 all	 of	 the	 volunteers	 who	
were	 fun	 to	watch	and	performed	 tire-
lessly	 for	 each	 new	 tour	 group.	 	 	 This	
annual	 event	 is	 well	 worth	 adding	 to	
your	 list	 of	 holiday	 traditions.	 Visit	
www.Olivasadobe.org	 for	 more	 infor-
mation	on	tours	and	future	events.	
	 To	 learn	 more	 about	 Ventura	 his-
tory	and	other	Ventura	Museums,	visit	
www.fun-in-ventura.com.

 Enjoying themselves at the Member Holiday Social at the Pierpont Racquet Club 
(PRC) were members Mike & Marsha Wasgatt, Colleen Conway and Marianne Prud-
homme.
 The social included live music provided by PRC member Peter Boles, fine food and 
wine. All proceeds from the wine bar sales were donated to “Interface” who provide ser-
vices to children and families in Ventura County.

county	a	 required	six-month	notice	 that	 it	
may	withdraw	its	libraries	from	the	county	
library	system.	 	Proponents	hope	 it	will	be	
a	sizeable	cost-savings	measure	while	those	
who	oppose	 leaving	 the	 system	believe	 the	
public	service	will	fall	victim	to	private	sec-
tor	capitalistic	motives.
	 Have	a	happy	new	year.

project	evolves,	hopefully	taking	on	a	face	of	
it’s	own.”
	 The	 portrait	 sitting	 is	 free.	 Each	 sitter	
will	receive	the	gift	of	a	high-quality	Giclée	
print	on	canvas	of	 their	portrait.	The	only	
stipulation	is	that	the	individual	must	come	
to	her	studio	for	a	sitting.	Spinks	likes	to	in-
teract	with	and	get	to	know	the	sitter.	“Get-
ting	to	know	the	story	is	as	important	as	the	
finished	result,”	she	says.	
	 In	addition,	the	sitter	should	be	willing	
to	share	some	of	their	story	with	The	Breeze.	

When	the	painting	and	story	are	complete,	
they	will	both	be	published	as	part	of	the	on-
going	Breeze	series	the	“Face	Of	Ventura.”
	 One	painting	per	issue.	Two	years.	Fifty-
two	 issues.	To	make	recommendations	 for	
these	 portraits,	 send	 an	 e-mail	 to	 editor@
venturabreeze.com	 and	 provide	 a	 brief	 de-
scription	of	the	potential	portrait	person.	Be	
sure	and	leave	current	contact	information.	
	 So,	Ventura,	the	floor	is	open,	the	faces	
are	waiting.	Whom	do	you	know	whose	life	
would	make	a	great	picture?



6 December 29, 2010 – January 11, 2011     

Ventura Breeze                                                                              www.venturabreeze.com                                                                          Your Hometown Paper                               

Ventura Breeze      

News and Notes

	 The	Breeze	is	looking	for	outgoing,	motivated	and	energetic	people	to	be-
come	advertising	advisers	selling	ad	space	in	the	Breeze	in	Ventura	and	other	
local	communities.
	 This	is	commission	only	so	the	hours	are	up	to	you	
so	you	are	your	own	boss.	A	fun	job	meeting	business	
people	in	the	community.
	 Thank	you	for	giving	this	your	
consideration,	we	look	forward	to	
hearing	from	you	at	
advertising@venturabreeze.com.

Packer’s trial is 
set for March 1

The	crime,	committed	May	20,	2009	
left	the	Faria	Beach	community	in	shock.	
Brock	and	Davina	Husted,	both	42,	were	
repeatedly	 stabbed	 by	 an	 intruder	 who	
was	 described	 as	 wearing	 a	 motorcycle	
helmet.	 He	 had	 slipped	 into	 their	 Faria	
Beach	 home	 through	 an	 open	 sliding-
glass	door.
	 21	year	old	Venturan	Joshua	Graham	
Packer	 was	 arrested	 on	 April	 11,	 2010	
after	 his	 DNA	 was	 linked	 to	 the	 brutal	
slayings	 that	 shocked	 the	 Ventura	 com-
munity.
	 The	case	had	frustrated	 law	enforce-
ment	officials,	but	Ventura	County	Sher-
iff ’s	caught	a	break	when	Santa	Barbara	
police	arrested	Packer	 in	January	for	his	

New Ventura 
County local 
news source is 
launched
	 In	 order	 to	 bring	 positive	 news	 to	
the	community	and	create	a	news	source	
for	 Ventura	 County,	 long-time	 Ventura	
County	 residents	 and	 business	 profes-
sionals,	Maria	Sanchez	and	Bob	Allen	re-
cently	 launched,	 www.KadyTV.com,	 a	 lo-
cal	news	source	 that	 is	gaining	attention	
in	national	and	international	news.
	 Starting	with	a	soft	launch	in	August	
2010,	the	new	site	has	been	mainly	utilized	
to	 report	 the	 “good	 news”	 events	 taking	
place	throughout	Ventura	County.		

	 On	December	16,	 the	American	Red	
Cross	 in	 Ventura	 County	 received	 the	
Ventura	 County	 Emergency	 Planning	
Council’s	 2010	 award	 for	 Best	 Volunte-
er	Program.	 	Ava	Avedissian,	Emergency	
Services	 Manager	 for	 the	 American	 Red	
Cross	in	Ventura	County	,	was	present	to	
receive	the	award.		
	 The	 Emergency	 Planning	 Council	
presents	 the	 awards	 annually	 to	 ackno-
wledge	the	support,	dedication	and	com-
mitment	 of	 local	 organizations	 to	 disa-
ster	preparedness,	response	and	recovery	
in	Ventura	County	.		

Ava Avedissian receiving award on behalf of the Red Cross. Shown is  Kathy Long, Ventura 
County Supervisor and Board Member, American Red Cross, Ventura County; Ava Avedis-
sian, Emergency Services Manager, American Red Cross, Ventura County and Linda Parks, 
Ventura County Supervisor.

American Red Cross receives the 
award for Best Volunteer Program

	 Since	1917,	the	American	Red	Cross	
of	 Ventura	 County	 has	 been	 meeting	
residents’	 needs	 throughout	 the	 many	
communities	it	serves.	With	a	network	of	
more	 than	 1,200	 volunteers,	 the	 Ameri-
can	Red	Cross	in	Ventura	County	has	re-
sponded	to	disasters,	provided	lifesaving	
education,	helped	families	to	prepare	for	
emergencies	before	they	occur,	and	kept	
members	of	the	Armed	Forces	connected	
with	their	loved	ones	during	times	of	tra-
gedy	and	joy.	The	Red	Cross	is	not	a	go-
vernment	 agency;	 it	 relies	 on	 donations	
of	time	and	money	to	do	its	work.

involvement	in	a	gas	station	robbery	last	
September.	Packer	was	arrested	in	Santa	
Barbara	 and	 DNA	 was	 collected	 from	
him.	The	sample	was	run	through	a	da-
tabase	and	matched	to	DNA	collected	at	
the	Husted’s	house.
	 District	Attorney	Greg	Totten	has	an-
nounced	that	he	will	seek	the	death	pen-
alty	against	Joshua	Graham	Packer	in	the	
murders.	
	 His	next	hearing	is	set	for	January	5.	
A	 pre-trial	 hearing	 is	 set	 for	 February	 1	
and	the	case	is	set	for	trial	on	March	1.
	 Prosecutors	 charged	 Packer	 with	
three	 special	 circumstances	 of	 commit-
ting	the	murders	 in	the	course	of	a	rob-
bery	and	a	burglary	and	committing	mul-
tiple	murders.

	 “Our	mission	statement	is	About	the	
County,	By	the	County,	and	For	the	Coun-
ty,”	stated	Maria	Sanchez.		
	 Bob	 Allen	 also	 views	 the	 new	 site	 as	
a	 way	 to	 bring	 a	 local	 connection	 to	 the	
community.		“We	saw	so	many	important	
events	occurring	in	our	County	that	were	
not	being	covered	by	other	media	outlets	
and	we	just	couldn’t	stand	by	idly	without	
doing	 something	 for	 our	 communities,”	
stated	Allen.
	 Maria	Sanchez	is	a	recognized	name	in	
the	County	after	having	hosted	“The	Ma-
ria	Sanchez	Show,”	which	aired	during	the	
morning	drive	and	later	on	the	afternoon	
drive	 radio	 program	 on	 local	 NewsTalk,	
1520	KVTA.		Bob	Allen	has	been	involved	
with	the	Internet	since	the	mid	1990’s.	He	
was	also	involved	with	the	original	kadytv.
com	in	1999	and	again	in	2008.		
	 Utilizing	her	extensive	contacts	within	
the	 community,	 Sanchez	 has	 been	 suc-
cessful	 in	scheduling	a	number	of	guests	
on	her	daily	program	as	well	as	featuring	
non-profits	 from	 the	 County.	 	 She	 also	
has	 regular	 segments	 which	 include	 the	
County’s	Most	Wanted	as	determined	by	
CrimeStoppers.

Monica Huntington and Ventura Rising Stars acting students Sophia Tyner, Annika 
Kinnaman, Grace Tyner, Morgan Oviedo and Anissa Warden-Herrera were spread-
ing holiday cheer at the Ciao Bella Boutique in downtown Ventura. Photo by  Marie 
Gregorio-Oviedo

	 The	 new	 local	 news	 source	 is	 already	
making	 tremendous	 strives.	 	 Having	 es-
tablished	 a	 partnership	 with	 the	 Ronald
Reagan	 Library,	 www.KadyTV.com	 has	
been	sanctioned	to	simulcast	the	library’s	
events.		This	has	included	visits	from	for-
mer	Secretary	of	State,	Condoleezza	Rice	
and	President	George	W.	Bush	as	well	as	
a	recent	visit	with	former	Governor	Mike	
Huckabee.		
	 Their	studios	are	located	in	the	Ventu-
ra	Executive	Suites	in	downtown	Ventura	
and	utilize	 the	 latest	 in	 internet	 technol-
ogy	to	bring	programming	directly	to	the	
computer.		“If	there	is	an	event,	a	cause,	a	
hearing	or	a	celebration,	we	want	to	know	
about	 it,	 help	 promote	 it,	 and	 possibly	
even	broadcast	from	the	location,”	added	
Sanchez.
	 For	more	information	or	to	review	the	
past	 programming,	 visit	 www.KadyTV.
com.	 	And	be	sure	to	check	out	The	Ma-
ria	 Sanchez	 Show	 on	 the	 site	 and	 go	 to	
Dec.1,2010 Sheldon	 Brown	 for	 an	 exclu-
sive	interview	with	the	Breeze		publisher.
	 Information	 can	 also	 be	 obtained	 by	
contacting	Maria@KadyTV.com	or	BobAl-
len@KadyTV.com.
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Caps Chat

Get your 
message out 
there with CAPS
by Lisa Snider

	 As	the	Vice	Chair	of	CAPS,	I	know	all	
too	well	what	the	organization’s	mission	
is	because	we	recite	it	at	every	one	of	our	
monthly	 meetings.	 It’s	 also	 the	 first	 thing	
that	greets	you	when	you	visit	our	Web	site:
	 “Community	 Access	 Partners	 of	 San	
Buenaventura	(CAPS-TV)	is	a	public	forum	
for	all	Ventura	residents,	businesses	and	or-
ganizations.	CAPS	provides	training	and	ac-
cess	 to	 telecommunications	 technology	 so	
that	 all	 may	 become	 active	 participants	 in	
electronic	media.	CAPS	strives	to	involve	the	
entire	 population	 of	 Ventura	 as	 producers	
and	viewers,	as	well	as	to	empower	the	com-
munity	through	collaboration.”
	 It’s	 a	 clear	 and	 succinct	 message	 that	
the	small	staff	of	five	full	time	and	one	part	
time,	who	run	the	operation,	live	every	day,	
and	you	should	take	full	advantage	of	it.
	 If	you	live,	work	or	go	to	school	in	the	
city	of	Ventura,	for	just	$25.00	per	year	for	
individuals	or	$75.00	for	non-profit	organi-
zations,	 you	get	 full	 access	 to	our	 state-of-
the-art	 facility	as	well	as	a	host	of	 training	
classes	 to	 acquaint	 you	 with	 the	 cameras,	
lighting,	 editing	 software	 and	 computers.	
You	can	also	borrow	video	equipment	and	
reserve	 time	 in	 our	 editing	 bays.	 This	 is	 a	
diminutive	price	to	pay	to	get	your	message	
shown	to	the	20,000+	potential	households	
tuning	in	to	channel	6.
	 We	 don’t	 turn	 anyone’s	 non-commer-
cial	 programming	 away;	 that’s	 what	 true	
public	access	is	all	about.	Whether	you	want	
to	be	the	one	behind	the	camera	or	in	front	
of	it,	we’ll	show	you	how	to	produce	a	qual-
ity	 finished	 product	 with	 the	 content	 you	
want.	Are	you	 	 looking	to	create	your	own	
“Wayne’s	World”	style	variety	show?	Or	do	
you	 want	 to	 produce	 a	 cutting-edge	 docu-
mentary?	 Anything	 is	 possible	 when	 you	
partner	with	CAPS.
	 For	 the	 many	 non-profits	 in	 our	 com-
munity,	 CAPS	 can	 help	 you	 get	 your	 mes-
sage	out	there,	too.	Perhaps	your	non-profit	
wants	 to	 do	 some	 community	 outreach,	
a	membership	drive	or	is	in	the	midst	of	a	
fundraising	campaign.	By	putting	together	
a	 video	 that	 showcases	 your	 group’s	 good	
work,	 you	 have	 the	 potential	 to	 win	 over	
hearts	 and	 minds	 right	 here	 in	 your	 very	
own	backyard.	Give	us	a	call	or	send	us	an	
email	about	what	you	want	to	do	and	we’ll	
see	how	we	can	help	your	organization	reach	
its	goals.	
	 And	 you	 are	 always	 welcome	 to	 come	
by	our	media	center	for	a	tour	and	perhaps	
you’ll	see	why	you	should	become	a	part	of	
the	CAPS	family.		Go	to	our	web	site	or	call	
us	to	see	how	you	can	become	a	member,	
volunteer	 or	 donate.	 	 If	 you	 have	 some-
thing	to	say	CAPS	is	THE	place	to	say	it	or	
as	we	like	to	say,	“What’s	your	story?		We	
can	 help	 you	 tell	 it.”	 	 www.capstv.org	 or		
658-0500	or	find	us	on	Facebook	at	CAPS-
TV	Ventura	or	connect	with	us	on	Twitter	
at	CAPSTVtweets.

Will the public’s 
input on code 
reforms be 
filtered by city 
staff? 
by Camille Harris

	 Need	 material	 for	 your	 next	 movie?	
The	 trials	 of	 The	 Ventura	 Safe	 Housing	
Collaborative	(VSHC)	is	chock	full.	Usu-
ally,	 members	 of	 citizen	 advisory	 com-
mittees	 are	 chosen	 by	 the	 City	 Council.	
The	VSHC	is	different.
	 The	 members’	 selection	 was	 negoti-
ated	over	a	five-month	period	by	friends	
and	family	members	of	those	who	were	
cited	 proactively	 by	 code	 enforcement.	
A	 City	 Staff	 	 educated	 to	 “Manage	 the	
Message,”	is	finding	that	they	may	need	
lessons	 in	 herding	 cats	 to	 manage	 the	
VSHC	message.	
	 Some	 interesting	 scenes	 in	 this	 movie	
include:
	 Scene	I:	Wednesday,	December	8th,	the	
Vice	Chair	of	 the	VSHC,	begins	 to	present	
the	first	draft	of	 the	recommendations	 for	
code	 reforms,	 to	 the	 full	 VSHC	 commit-
tee.	Based	on	the	public	 input	 from	two	
work-shops,	the	first	part	of	his	presenta-
tion	is	about the	method	to	ensure	that	
all	public	comment	is	included.	The	Vice	
Chair	appears	surprised	when	the	Chair,	
cuts	 him	 off	 just	 as	 he	 begins	 to	 pres-
ent	 the	 recommendations.	 	 He	 believed	
it	 was	 a	 three-hour	 meeting	 in	 prepara-
tion	for	a	presentation	scheduled	for	the	
City	Council	on	December	13th.		The	full	
committee	does	not	get	the	opportunity	
to	discuss	the	recommendations.
	 Sidenote:		The	Vice	Chair	submits	hard	
copies	 of	 the	 full	 presentation,	 including	
the	 recommendations.	 This	 makes	 the	 en-
tire	presentation	a	public	record.	Uh-oh,	the	
public	has	copies	now.	
	 Scene	II:	Councilmember	Jim	Monahan	
gets	 a	 copy	 of	 the	 presentation	 on	 Thurs-
day,	 Dec.	 9th.	 Because	 there	 is	 nothing	 in	
Council’s	 Dec.	 13th	 meeting	 packets	 from	
the	VSHC,	he	insists	that	the	other	council	
members	also	receive	a	copy	before	the	week-
end.	A	volunteer	drops	the	copies	off	at	the	
council	members	homes.		
	 Scene	 III:	 City	 Council	 Meeting	 Dec.	
13th:	 	 The	 Vice	 Chair	 is	 on	 the	 dais	 and	
poised	to	begin	his	26	slide	presentation.	He	
is	informed	by	the	Chair	that	his	presenta-
tion	 has	 been	 deleted	 and	 he	 will	 only	 be	
allowed	 to	 present	 one	 slide.	 The	 full	 pre-
sentation	 explains	 how	 the	 overwhelming	
number	of	fear,	anger	and	frustration	com-
ments	 cam	 be	 resolved	 through	 improved	
Program	 Guidance	 and	 Management.	
Those	 comments	 had	 been	 moved	 to	 the	
Program	 Guidance	 and	 Management	 col-
umns	on	two	slides.		The	Chair	presents	just	
these	two	slides	to	say	that,	“See,	Fear	is	not	
really	a	problem.”	
	 The	Chair’s	statement	supports	the	po-
sition	of	the	staff.	Staff	has	difficulty	seeing	
how	 a	 collection	 process	 that	 can	 end	 in	
foreclosure,	clouding	titles	for	code	viola-
tions	that	result	in	loss	of	access	to	home	
equity,	and	no	objective	review	process	cre-
ate	community	 	angst.	The	policy	switch	
to	house	to	house	inspections	last	year	cer-
tainly	didn’t	help.	
	 Grand	Finale:	 	The	Community	Devel-
opment	 Director	 tells	 the	 council	 that	 the	
City	Staff	will	present	the	VSHC	recommen-
dations	 at	 the	 final	 meeting	 in	 February.	
The	Cool	Cats	of	the	VSHC	in	the	audience	
rise	up	and	refuse	to	be	herded.		They	shout	
“No!	No!”		
	 Councilmember	Carl	Morehouse	makes	

a	motion	that	the	Council	hear	the	recom-
mendations	of	the	VSHC	at	the	final	meet-
ing	to	be	held	in	February.		Councilmember	
Andrews	 suggests	 a	 “hybrid”	 of	 staff	 and	
VSHC.	 	 Those	 incorrigible	 cats	 shout	 out,	
“No!	 No!”	 	 “The	 public	 should	 be	 heard	
unfiltered!”		Councilmember	Weir	saves	the	
day	and	states	that	all	of	the	recommenda-
tions	 of	 the	 VSHC	 will	 be	 heard,	 and	 the	
staff	can	rebut	them	in	their	Administrative	
Report.	
	 Sighs	of	relief	and	purring	erupt.	All	is	
well,	until	next	time.	
	 The	initial,	draft	recommendations,	can	
be	seen	at	www.grandfatherventura.com. YMCA focused 

on helping 
people of all 
ages 
	 The	 Ventura	 Family	 YMCA	 will	 be	
open	free	to	the	public	January	6th–9th	
offering	support	to	families	and	individ-
uals	seeking	to	live	healthier	lives	
by	 making	 New	 Year’s	 resolutions	 to
eat	 better,	 exercise	 more,	 lose	 weight,	
strengthen	 family	 connections	 and	 live	
better	overall.	
	 The	power	of	a	supportive	communi-
ty	can	be	instrumental	in	achieving	these	
goals.	With	the	Y,	
you’re	 not	 just	 a	 member	 of	 a	 facility;	
you’re	part	of	a	cause.	With	a	shared	com-
mitment	to	
nurturing	the	potential	of	kids,	 improv-
ing	 health	 and	 well-being,	 and	 giving	
back	and	supporting	
their	neighbors,	Y	membership	gives	you	
and	 the	 community	 the	 opportunity	 to	
learn,	grow	and	
thrive.	
	 Through	 the	 January	 Open	 House	
event,	the	staff	of	the	Ventura	Family	Y	is	
seeking to	foster	and	
support	sustained	relationships	with	 in-
dividuals	and	families	who	want	to	expe-
rience	greater	total	
health	 and	 well-being.	 No	 contracts	 or	
join	 fees	 are	 required	 at	 the	 Y	 and	 the	
YMCA	Open	Doors	
financial	 assistance	 program	 provides	
scholarships	to	residents	in	the	area	who	
are	struggling	to	
afford	a	healthy	lifestyle.	
	 From	January	6th	–	9th	they	will	offer	
something	for	everyone	including	a	vari-
ety	of	classes,	fun	and	educational	events.	
Visit	www.ciymca.org/ventura	or	contact	
the	 Ventura	 Family	 YMCA	 at	 642-	 2131	
for	more	details.

Dr. Bunny will be missed not being on local ra-
dio station 1400AM KKZZ

Announcing the 
opening of the
Vreeland 
College of the 
Healing Arts
	 We	are	pleased	to	announce	that	the	
Vreeland	College	of	the	Healing	Arts,	lo-
cated	 in	 Camarillo	 will	 begin	 accepting	
new	students	in	the	field	of	Hypnothera-
py	in	January.
	 The	Vreeland	College	of	The	Healing	
Arts	 will	 be	 the	 only	 college	 in	 Ventura	
County	that	is	accredited	to	certify	thera-
pists,	practitioners	and	other	medical	pro-
fessionals	seeking	to	add	hypnotherapy	to	
their	existing	practice.		
	 In	addition,	Dr.	Vreeland	will	be	con-
ducting	group	classes	for	businesses,	cor-
porations	 and	 groups	 on	 such	 issues	 as	

Spreading holiday cheer to Ventura with their wonderful smiles and friendly spirit are Bri-
ana Gutter, graduate student in communication studies and Janet Fukumoto from Times 
Warner Cable

smoking	 cessation,	 weight	 management	
and	 stress	 reduction,	 as	 well	 as	 many	
other	topics.	Previously	she	has	conducted	
group	classes	in	Ventura,	Napa	and	Palm	
Springs	and	has	been	doing	individualized	
Hypnotherapy	sessions	for	20	years.	
	 The	Vreeland	College	of	the	Healing	
Arts	 is	 the	 first	 International	 Hypnosis	
Federation	 registered	 school	 in	 Ventura	
County.
	 For	more	info	contact	Dr.	Bunny	Vre-
eland	at	984-1237	or		Bunny@BunnyVree-
land.com
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NOW AVAILABLE AT

2011 Music 
Festival will 
celebrate folk 
traditions
by Tim Pompey

	 At	a	press	conference	held	December	
8	 at	 the	 Museum	 of	 Ventura	 County’s	
newly	 opened	 pavilion,	 Ventura	 Music	
Festival	director	Nuvi	Mehta	announced	
this	year’s	Festival	theme:		Caravana	Mu-
zica.	From	the	graphic	of	a	gypsy	woman	
playing	 tambourine	 on	 the	 cover	 of	 the	
2011	 press	 kit,	 it’s	 clear	 that	 this	 year’s	
Festival	 will	 focus	 on	 folk	 music,	 espe-
cially	Hungarian	gypsy	music.
	 Mehta	 believes	 there’s	 good	 reason	
for	 this.	 “Since	 the	 history	 of	 music,	
songwriters	 and	 composers	 have	 often	
dipped	into	the	well	of	traditional	songs,”	
he	says,	“songs	that	go	back	hundreds	of	
years—beyond	record,	beyond	memory	of	
who	 created	 those	 songs.	 They’ve	 been	
passed	down	from	one	generation	to	the	
next.	In	old	times,	that	was	all	done	by	a	
verbal,	oral	tradition	and	they	are	a	part	
of	the	fabric	of	our	culture	in	the	various	
countries.”	
	 In	the	Festival’s	case,	this	year’s	folk-
themed	countries	include	Hungary,	Aus-
tria,	Scotland,	and	by	proxy,	Appalachian	
music	 from	the	South.	 It’s	 a	broad	pro-
gram	 that	 plays	 on	 traditional	 classical	
music	 influenced	 by	 strong	 rural	 roots.	
As	 Mehta	 tells	 it:	 “We	 are	 going	 to	 be	
coming	at	how	that	folk	tradition	played	
into	music	from	all	angles	over	the	course	
of	the	2011	Ventura	Music	Festival.”

	 Mehta	 described	 how	 the	 tradition	
of	 Hungarian	 violinists	 spilled	 over	 to	
many	well	known	classical	composers	in	
the	 18th	 and	 19th	 centuries,	 composers	
such	as	Hayden	and	Mozart.	“In	that	part	
of	 the	 world,”	 Mehta	 explained,	 “there	
were	 tons	 of	 Hungarian	 violinists	 and	
they	influenced	the	composers	who	were	
there.”	The	most	famous	example	of	this	
is	 the	 music	 of	 Johannes	 Brahms.	 As	 a	
tribute	to	Brahms,	Mehta	himself	will	be	
featured	 as	 part	 of	 an	 ensemble	 playing	
Brahms	G	minor	opus	25	piano	quartet.
	 The	Hungarian	influence	that	the	Fes-
tival	 is	 exploring	 will	 be	 featured	 at	 the	
season’s	 final	 concert—real	 gypsy	 music	
played	by	Roby	Lakatos	and	his	ensemble.	
Lakatos	 is	 a	 7th	 generation	 Hungarian	
gypsy	 violinist	 who	 specializes	 in	 songs	
that	 mix	 classical	 tradition	 with	 his	 self-
proclaimed	Hungarian-gypsy	vitality.
	 The	Festival	will	also	include	the	dis-
tinct	 folk	 sounds	 of	 Appalachia,	 featur-
ing	violinist	Mark	O’Connor.	O’Connor	
is	known	for	taking	the	old	Appalachian	
music	 traditions	 and	 rephrasing	 them	
in	new	ways.	He	has	melded	and	shaped	
these	 influences	 into	 a	 new	 American	
classical	music	and	fostered	his	vision	of	
an	entirely	new	American	school	of	string	
playing.
	 Mehta	 revealed	 one	 of	 the	 Festival’s	
most	 exciting	 events—the	 premier	 of	 a	
recently	 discovered	 3rd	 piano	 concerto	
by	 Mendelssohn.	 Written	 five	 years	 be-
fore	his	death	in	1842,	it	was	discovered	
by	 Italian	 Mendelssohn	 expert	 Roberto	
Prosseda.	What	he	found	was	a	concerto	
manuscript	 two-thirds	 complete,	 with	
notes	 included	 for	 a	 third	 movement	
melody	 line	 and	 fragments	 of	 ideas	 for	
the	 movement’s	 arrangement.	 Prosseda	
commissioned	 a	 Mendelssohn	 expert	 to	

complete	 the	 third	 movement.	 At	 this	
year’s	 Festival,	 Prosseda	 will	 play	 and	
premier	this	piece	for	the	first	time	in	the	
U.S.
	 The	2011	Ventura	Music	Festival	runs	
from	Friday,	April	29	through	Saturday,	
May	 7.	 Festival	 and	 ticket	 information	
can	be	found	at	www.venturamusicfesti-
val.org	or	by	calling	the	Festival	office	at		
648-3146.

1913  Baldwin Steam Locomotive wants you 
aboard

Celebrating 
steam crew and  
#14 volunteers
	 In	 recognition	 and	 appreciation	 of	
the	 volunteers	 who	 assisted,	 helped	 and	
otherwise	 supported	 the	 restoration	 of
the	 1913	 Baldwin	 Steam	 Locomotive	
#14,	a	special	commemorative	journey	is	
planned	for	Sunday,	January	2.
	 Join	 approximately	 50,	 steam	 volun-
teers	and	their	families	as	passengers	on	
this	 special	 train	 ride.	 	 Enjoy	 a	 leisurely	
trip	aboard	the	Fillmore	&	Western	Rail-
way	dining	and	coach	cars	as	you	rub	el-
bows	and	swap	stories	with	the	dedicat-
ed	 “steam	 team”.	 	 Lunch	 will	 be	 served,	
steam	 stories	 will	 be	 told	 and	 there	 will	
be	many	opportunities	for	photo-ops	and	
run-bys	during	the	scheduled	stop.		Seat-
ing	 is	 limited	 to	 60	 general	 public	 pas-
sengers	 so	 don’t	 delay	 purchasing	 your	
tickets	 for	 this	 once-in-a-lifetime	 oppor-
tunity	 to	 mix	 and	 mingle	 with	 the	 “#14	
volunteers	and	crew	members”.
	 The	train	will	depart	downtown	Fill-
more’s	Central	Park	at	noon	and	will	re-
turn	after	all	the	photo-ops,	drive-bys	and	
stories	have	been	swapped,	but	sometime	
before	dark.
	 Tickets	 for	 all	 ages	 are	 $75	 per	 per-
son	and	can	be	purchased	by	calling	524-
2546.

Winter 
Wonderland 
postponed until 
Sunday, 
January 2
	 Because	of	the	rain	on	the	scheduled	
date	 the	 Ventura	 Harbor	 Village	 Winter	
Wonderland	will	be	held	on	Sunday,	Jan-
uary	2	from	noon	to	4pm.	 	
	 Visit	 with	 Santa	 to	 thank	 him	 for	
your	gifts	and	meet	his	live	reindeer-	Ice	
Carving	-	Winter	Characters	-	Faux	Snow-
fall	-	Live	Winter	Entertainment	-	Ventu-
ra	Creates	Kid’s	Craft	-	Buckaroo	Pony	&	
Train	Rides	-	New	York	Life	Free	Child	ID	
-	New	Year’s	Sidewalk	Sale.
	 Admission	and	parking	are	both	free.

Audubon 
January field 
trips
	 Beginners	 are	 welcome	 on	 all	 field	
trips.	 	 Light	 drizzle	 does	 not	 necessarily	
cancel	 trips,	 but	 heavier	 rain	 will.	 	 If	 in	
doubt,	call	the	leader.		More	information	
on	Ventura	Audubon	is	available	at	www.
VenturaAudubon.org
Saturday, Jan 8, 9:00–11:00 a.m. 
8:00 for birding. Restoration Work 
Day, Nature Conservancy’s Briggs 
Road/Mission Rock property.	 	 Lead-
er:	 	 Sandy	 Hedrick	 (340-0478).	 Will	 be	
breaking	 new	 ground	 with	 this	 event	 at	
one	of	the	Conservancy’s	largest	holdings	
as	part	of	the	Santa	Clara	River	Parkway.	
Meet	 at	 the	 gate	 at	 the	 end	 of	 Mission	
Rock	 Rd.	 To	 reach	 the	 property,	 take	
Briggs	Rd	off	Hwy	126.	Take	the	frontage	
road	on	the	south	side	of	126	to	Mission	
Rock	Rd	and	follow	it	to	the	TNC	gate	at	
the	 end.	 Wear	 safe	 field	 attire,	 including	
closed-	 toe	 shoes,	 long	 pants	 and	 a	 hat.	
Bring	tools	for	weeding	if	you	have	them	
and	water.		There	are	no	facilities	on	site.
Tuesday , Jan. 11, 7:30 p.m. Poinsettia 
Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd.  Ventura 
Audubon General Membership Meet-
ing.		Larry	Arbanas	will	present	a	program	
on	The	Birds	of	Alaska.	 	Mr.	Abanas	 is	a	
renowned	producer	of	films	for	such	insti-
tutions	as	Cornell	Lab	of	Ornithology	and	
U.S.	Government	agencies.
Saturday, Jan. 15, 8:30 a.m. Ormond 
Beach Nature Conservancy.	 	 Lead-
er:	 	 Richard	 Handley	 (535-5533).	 The	
Nature	Conservancy	owns	approximately	
175	 acres	 of	 remnant	 wetlands.	 	 200	 -	
300	 species	 of	 birds	 are	 present	 during	
the	 year.	 Should	 see	 a	 variety	 of	 ducks	
including	 the	 Pintail,	 several	 herons	 and	
the	 Belding’s	 Savannah	 Sparrow.	 Direc-
tions:		From	Ventura	go	south	on	Victoria	
Ave	 (app.	5.3	miles).	 	Turn	 left	on	Chan-
nels	Island	Blvd,	turn	right	on	Ventura	Rd,	
turn	 left	 on	 Port	 Hueneme	 Rd	 (app.	 1.2	
mi.),	 turn	right	on	Arcturus	 (app	 .4	mi.),	
and	right	on	McWane	Blvd.		Drive	to	the	
end	of	McWane	Blvd	and	park	on	either	

side	of	the	road	before	the	barriers.
Saturday, January 22, 8:30 – 10:30 
a.m.  Beginners’ Bird Walk, Sati-
coy Ponds.	 	 Leader:	 	 Allen	 Bertke	 (640-
9037).	 	 The	 ponds	 are	 located	 on	 the	
northeast	 side	 of	 Hwy	 118/Los	 Ange-
les	 Ave.	 	 From	 Ventura	 take	 Wells	 Rd.	
which	 turns	 into	 Los	 Angeles	 Ave./Hwy	
118	and	cross	over	 the	Santa	Clara	River	
Bridge.		The	entrance	to	the	ponds	will	be	
on	 your	 left	 just	 after	 the	 Vineyard	 Ave.	
intersection.	Please	be	prompt.	Should	see	
a	variety	of	ducks,	such	as,	Teal,	Gadwall,	
&	Bufflehead.	Scopes	would	be	helpful.
Saturday, Jan. 29, 8:30 a.m.  Fos-
ter Park.	 	 Leader:	 	 John	 Pavelko	 (640-
9040).	 Take	 Hwy	 33	 from	 Ojai	 or	 Ven-
tura	to	Casitas	Vista	exit.	Park	under	the	
overpass	where	you	will	meet	by	the	Santa	
Anna	 Bridge.	 	 To	 carpool	 from	 Ventura,	
meet	 at	 8:00	 at	 the	 Museum	 of	 Ventura	
Co.	on	Main	St.	 (side	parking	 lot).	Some	
of	the	birds	may	see	are	bluebirds,	egrets,	
and	maybe	a	Hermit	Thrush.
	

Ventura events
December 31: On	Friday,	from	8	pm	to	
midnight	the	WĀV	is	having	a	New	Year’s	
eve	party,	and	 their	one-year	celebration	
and	it	is	all	for	free.	Meet	the	WĀV	artists,	
enjoy	light	music	and	chat	from	8	pm	to	
10	pm.	And	dance	music	from	10	pm	to	
midnight.	Watch	the	NYC	ball	drop	on	a	
big	screen.	Bring	champagne,	wine,	beer,	
soft	drinks	and	snacks	to	share.
Event	at	the	WĀV	Theater	Gallery,	175	S.	
Ventura	Ave.	at	the	corner	of	Ventura	Ave.	
and	Thompson	Blvd.
January 2: 	At	3pm	CPR	(Citizens	for	a	
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Community Events
Peaceful	Resolution)	starts	 the	new	year	
off	 on	 a	 restorative	 note	 with	 the	 film	
Laughology at	the	Foster	Library’s	Top-
ping	Room.		As	Dr.	Kataria,	the	founder	
of	Laughter	Yoga	says,	“When	you	laugh,	
you	 change,	 and	 when	 you	 change,	 the	
world	changes	with	you.”	Join	in	for	the	
inspiring	 movie	 and	 a	 preview	 of	 the	
2011	 peace	 and	 social	 justice	 agenda.	
Learn	more	about	CPR	and	find	out	how	
you	can	get	involved	at	www.c-p-r.net	or	
850-5849.
January 5:	 An	 informal discussion 
group	 that	meets	every	first	Wednesday	
of	the	month.		Topics	might	include	poli-
tics,	philosophy,	psychology,	economics,	
health,	 religion...or	 whatever	 the	 group	
is	interested	in	talking	about.		They	wel-
come	new	ideas....	start	the	new	year	right	
-	speak	up.	At	7pm	at	2232	Hyland	Ave.,		
Ventura			contact	653-1121.
January 13:	 Ron	 Calkins,	 recently	 re-
tired	 Director	 of	 Public	 Works	 for	 the	
City	 of	 Ventura,	 will	 present	 a	 program	
on	the	future	of	water	systems	in	the	City	
of	Ventura	on	Thursday	 in	 the	Topping	
Rm.	 of	 the	 Foster	 Library	 at	 2:00	 p.m.	
The	public	is	invited	to	attend	this	pow-
er-point	 presentation	 for	 the	 local	 unit	
meeting	of	the	League	of	Women	Voters.	
No	 reservations	 are	 needed.	 Further	 in-
formation	at	644-3153.
January 13:	Currently	one	out	of	every	
five	 American	 born	 children	 has	 special	
needs	 ranging	 from	 learning	 disabilities	
and	auto-immune	disease,	to	autism	and	
developmental	 problems.	 Join	 the	 Na-
tional	 Health	 Federation	 (NHF)	 as	 they	
explore	 the	 “possible	 “connection	 be-
tween	U.S.	mandated	vaccines	and	natal	
complications.
	 The	Ventura	Chapter	of	the	National	
Health	 Federation	 will	 be	 hosting	 this	

community	service	meeting	at	5:30	p.m.	
in	 the	 Topping	 Room	 at	 the	 E.P.	 Foster	
Library,	 opening	 with	 a	 viewing	 of	 the	
documentary,	 “Autism: Made in the 
U.S.A.”	by	award-winning	director	Gary	
Null.	The	viewing	will	be	followed	by	an	
opportunity	 to	 share	 with	 one	 another	
stories,	 resources,	 and	 further	 informa-
tion	on	alternative	solutions	 in	prevent-
ing	and	caring	for	autism.	Please	RSVP	by	
calling	648-7987.
January 14: The	General	George	S.	Pat-
ton,	 Jr.	 Chapter,	 Sons	 of	 the	 American	
Revolution	meeting	will	feature	the	pro-
gram:	 “The Star Spangled Banner”,	
presented	 by	 Dr.	 William	 Beans,	 as	 por-
trayed	by	Mr.	Daniel	Slosberg.		The	lunch-
eon	 event	 will	 take	 place	 at	 11:30am,	 in	
the	 Garden	 Room,	 Marie	 Callender’s	
Restaurant,	1295	S.	Victoria	Ave.		All	SAR	
compatriots,	 Revolutionary	 War	 history	
buffs,	 friends	 and	 visitors	 are	 welcome	
at	 this	 special	 free	 event!	 	 The	 self-pay	
luncheon	 cost	 is	 $16	 per	 person,	 with	 a	
slice	of	pie	an	additional	$1.		Call	Robert	
Taylor		216-7992	or	Ron	Risley		647-0751	
if	you	have	questions,	and	please	visit	the	
Chapter	 website	 http://pattonpatriots.
org	for	more	information	on	SAR	Chap-
ter	activities.
January 22 & 23:	 San	 Buenaventura	
Friends	 of	 the	 Library	 winter	 book	 sale	
from	 10am-3pm	 on	 Saturday	 and	 Sun-
day	from	noon	-	3:00	pm	at	the	Topping	
Room,	E.P.	Foster	Library.	Proceeds	from	
this	book	sale	will	go	to	support	Ventu-
ra’s	Avenue	&	E.P.	Foster	libraries.
	 San	Buenaventura	Friends	of	the	Li-
brary	(SBFOL)	is	an	all-volunteer	group,	
working	to	help	Ventura’s	libraries	serve	
the	 public	 need	 for	 knowledge	 and	 op-
portunity.
	 Need	 more	 information?	 contact:		

Ojai events
	 Author	 and	 performing	 songwriter	
Dan	Carrigan	will	play	at	the	Ojai	Library,	
Sunday	January	9	at	1pm.	His	newest	CD	
is	a	compilation	of	19	songs	from	8	CD’s.	
Dan	plays	independent	post-genre	music	
on	an	acoustic	guitar.	(Post-Genre	music	
has	been	described	as	quirky	intellectual	
pop.).	Listen	to	samples	at	www.myspace.
com/dancarrigan
	 The	 27th	 annual	 Ojai Peddler’s 
Fair	is	being	held	from	9am	-	4pm Sat-
urday and Sunday, January 15 & 16.	
The	bustling	Peddler’s	Fair	is	located	in-
side	the	Chapparal	Auditorium	at	414	E.	
Ojai	 Ave.,	 in	 downtown	 Ojai.	 Parking	 is	
free	 in	 the	 adjacent	 municipal	 parking	
lot,	and	admission	is	always	free.
	 Held	rain	or	shine,	the	Peddler’s	Fair	
is	chock-full	of	quality	antiques,	collect-
ibles,	handcrafts	and	international	crafts.	
This	is	a	benefit	for	the	Mira	Monte	PTO	
and	vendors	are	always	sought.
	For	more	information,	please	contact	Pat	
at	964-8915	or	Jodie	at	640-4384	x2284.
	 Francisca	 Beach	 R.S.A.M.D.,	 Artistic	
Director	of	Senga	CSC,	will	teach	two	fun	
acting	classes	in	Ojai	in	January.	One	for	
adults	 and	 one	 for	 teens.	 The	 teen	 class	
will	 include	 theatre	 games,	 improvisa-
tion,	role	playing,	scene	study	and	dance	
drama.	The	class	includes	theatre	games,	
improvisation,	 role	 playing,	 creative	
movement	and	scene	study.
	 Both	 classes	 will	 have	 an	 in-house	
performance	party	at	the	end.
	 Classes	start	January	8	-	Feb	26,	eight	
Saturday	mornings,	at	The	Help	Of	Ojai	
on	Santa	Ana	in	downtown	Ojai.

	 To	register	and	for	more	information,	
please	 call	 Francisca	 Beach	 646-4885	 or	
email	franciscabeach@gmail.com
	 Ring	in	the	new	year	at	the	Ojai Val-
ley Woman’s Club	 with	 a	 wild	 Celtic	
concert,	 then	 food	 and	 waltzing	 till	
12:30am!
	 Costs:	 	 $20	 advance,	 $24	 @	 door.		
Kids	under	15	are	only	$10,	(and	under	6	
are	free	if	you	can	keep	‘em	quiet	during	
the	show).
	 Bring	the	family,	bring	all	your	friends,	
and	help	ring	in	the	New	Year	with	a	wild,	
fun	 Celtic	 concert	 featuring	 the	 return	
of	the	legendary	Sligo	Rags!	After	a	great	
concert	from	8	till	11pm,	enjoy	food	and	
elegant	and	romantic	waltzes	until	12:30	
in	the	morning.	
	 The	Sligo	Rags	are	an	Energetic	Celtic	
Bluegrass	fusion	band	and	two-time	win-
ner	 of	 the	 Orange	 County	 Music	 Award	
for	Best	Folk	Band.	Using	fiddle,	acoustic	
guitar,	electric	bass,	and	percussion,	Sligo	
Rags	 is	 taking	the	national	Celtic	music	
scene	by	storm.
	 This	is	going	to	be	a	dessert	and	fin-
ger-food	 potluck	 party,	 so	 bring	 some-
thing	to	share.
	 Learn	more	and	buy	tickets	through	
PayPal	at	www.ojaiconcertseries.com
For	 more	 information	 call	 Shane	 Butler	
at	665-8852.
	 Fresh	Roasted	Concerts	 	 is	proud	to	
present	John McCutcheon	in	concert	on	
Sat., January 8 at	 7:30 at	 Matilija	 Au-
ditorium,	 703	 El	 Paseo	 Rd.	 	 Considered	
to	be	one	of	America’s	finest	folksingers,	
John	McCutcheon	is	an	amazing	instru-
mentalist	 and	 storyteller	 as	 well.	 	 With	
over	 twenty-seven	 albums	 to	 his	 credit	
and	three	Grammy	nominations,	his	con-
certs	have	become	legendary	for	their	ex

Continued on page 15

Chuck	Carlson	642-6084	or	chucknsher-
rie@att.net
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Art Scene

	 Buenaventura	 Art	 Association	 has	
announced	a	“Call	 for	Entries”	 for	 their	
25th	Annual	Open	Competition	at	the	
Buenaventura	Gallery.		The	exhibit	will	
run	from	January	11	–	January	29	with	
the	bring-in	for	the	artists	on	Sunday,	
January	 9	 and	 Monday,	 January	 10	
from	 11	 am	 –	 2	 pm.	 	 The	 awards	 cer-
emony	(with	$1,500	in	prizes	awarded)	
will	be	on	Saturday,	January	15	from	4	
–	7	pm.		John	Carlander,	art	professor	
at	Westmont	College	will	be	the	juror.
	 John	Carlander	is	a	practicing	artist	
and	 college	 professor	 who	 has	 exhib-
ited	widely	in	the	US	and	abroad.		His	
paintings	are	acrylic	on	canvas	and	oil	

Jillian Nye, a hair artist, water colorist, and 
massage therapist, poses with her acrylic and 
air-brushed painting called “Peacock Energy” 
in her WĀV apartment.

WĀV Artist 
Interviews:  
Jillian Nye
by Tim Pompey

	 Jillian	 Nye	 is	 an	 artist	 who	 designs	
her	hair	styles	and	makeup	as	creative	ex-
pressions.	A	practicing	cosmetologist	for	
fourteen	years,	each	time	she	picks	up	a	
straight	razor	and	a	comb,	she	 looks	at	
a	head	and	pictures	a	vision.	“I’m	a	hair	
sculptor,”	she	says.	“I	see	it	as	a	canvas.”

	 Len	 Poteshman	 has	 been	 creating	
amazing	art	since	before	most	of	us	were	
born,	and	not	one	to	be	bored,	he	has	exp-
lored	many	mediums.		Though	he	started	
out	as	a	violinist,	he	reached	his	artistic	
stride	with	painting	and	sculpting.		And	
even	before	the	CSI	and	Law	and	Order	
television	 shows	 grabbed	 the	 attention	
of	American	audiences,	Len	was	working	
with	 various	 law	 enforcement	 agencies	
supervising	art	crimes	departments,	ins-
tructing	officers	in	undercover	work	and	
making	 composite	 drawing	 of	 suspects	
from	witness	descriptions.	 	Sounds	like	
a	great	idea	for	a	television	series	to	me!
	 I	 found	Poteshman	in	the	studio	at	
Bell	Arts	Studios,	on	Ventura	Avenue	in	
Ventura,	 he	 shares	 with	 his	 wife	 Linda,	
a	ceramist,	as	they	got	ready	for	the	big	
sale	the	first	weekend	in	December.		His	
daughter	 was	 there	 helping	 to	 arrange	
a	 price	 items	 to	 sell	 to	 make	 room	 for	
new	 work	 to	 be	 created.	 His	 delightful,	
energetic	 daughter	 doesn’t	 understand	
how	 he	 could	 have	 the	 desire	 to	 create	
any	more	when	he	has	already	created	so	
much,	but	in	talking	to	him,	I	saw	that	
he	 is	 still	 brimming	 full	 with	 creative	
ideas	he	can’t	wait	to	express.	 	 	He	pro-
udly	displayed	a	lovely	charcoal	portrait	
that	they	discovered	that	he	had	drawn	
in	1946.
	 Since	 then	he	moved	from	charcoal	
to	pen	and	ink,	to	painting,	to	sculpting	
especially	 in	 bronze,	 and	 to	 his	 current	
fascination	with	epoxy.		And	as	he	desc-
ribed	it,	I	was	fascinated,	too.		The	epoxy	
medium	 provides	 him	 with	 high	 gloss,	
vivid	 color	 intensity,	 and	 texture.	 	 He	
starts	out	by	placing	Plexiglas	on	a	flat	

Len Poteshman has worked with various law enforcement agencies

A career of variety in expression: 
Len Poteshman

The Heart of the Artist

by Emily Thiroux

surface	 because	 epoxy	 must	 be	 used	 in	
a	 horizontal	 position	 to	 prevent	 them	
from	 running	 off	 the	 surface.	 	 	 The	
two	 part	 medium	 starts	 out	 clear	 and	
he	 adds	 colors	 encouraging	 the	 colors	
to	 run	 through	 the	 epoxy	 creating	 new	
colors	and	patterns	never	knowing	how	
they	 will	 turn	 out.	 	 After	 the	 material	
dries,	he	breaks	the	material	into	shapes	
and	reassembles	it	like	a mosaic	creating	
an	 entirely	 new	 image	 combining	 the	
epoxy	with	acrylic	paint.		The	end	results	
are	full	of	brilliant	color	and	texture	and	
offer	 lots	to	 look	at	as	you	see	how	the	
deconstruction	 of	 one	 work	 of	 art	 is	
blended	together	to	create	another.
	 Poteshman	also	has	done	many	won-
derful	 painting	 of	 koi.	 	 He	 raised	 the-
se	 fish	 also	 known	 as	 “living	 jewels”	 or	
“swimming	 flowers”	 until	 they	 became	
much	too	big	for	his	pond,	so	he	has	cre-
ated	 many	 painting	 featuring	 koi	 from	
very	large,	realistic	paintings,	to	smaller	
paintings	with	so	many	koi	in	them	that	
children	love	the	challenge	of	try	to	co-
unt	how	many	are	there.
	 Len	 and	 Linda	 are	 charming	 to	 talk	
to	and	would	love	to	have	you	visit	them	
at	their	studio	at	Bell	Arts.		I	think	it	is	so	
cool	that	they	gave	$5	from	each	sale	to	
Food	Share.	 	 I	 love	how	 local	artists	are	
getting	behind	this	wonderful	project.
	 I	hope	you’ll	introduce	me	to	artists	
you	want	to	 learn	more	about.	Contact	
me	 through	 Facebook	 at	 The	 Heart	 of	
the	 Artist.	 Or	 email	 me	 at	 emily@the-
heartoftheartist.	And	I	hope	that	you’ll	
read	 my	 blog	 and	 support	 the	 artists	 I	
feature.	http://www.theheartoftheartist.
com/category/Blog/

	 Her	 favorite	 projects	 include	 ex-
treme	hair	for	fashion	shows	and	photo	
shoots,	 including	gender	makeovers	for	
“those	 who	 want	 to	 be	 adventurous.”	
In	2010	she	provided	stage	makeup,	in-
cluding	 bruises	 and	 cuts,	 for	 ARTesia’s	
public	 service	 ad	 campaign	 against	 do-
mestic	violence.
	 Nye	likes	to	push	boundaries.	“A	lot	
of	art	is	about	two	sides	of	something,”	
she	 says.	 “I	 like	 pushing	 myself	 to	 see	
both	ends	of	the	spectrum.”	She	thrives	
on	change	and	is	not	afraid	to	rearrange	
her	 own	 boundaries.	 “I	 don’t	 like	 func-
tioning	 with	 a	 parameter,”	 she	 says.	 “If	
it’s	definitive,	than	I	want	to	change	it.”	
She	 performs	 in	 drag	 with	 eight	 other	
women	in	a	group	called	“Hir	Bois”	and	
dances	 as	 a	 professional	 go-go	 girl	 at	
Paddy’s.	
	 She	has	also	worked	hard	to	expand	
her	 own	 artistic	 boundaries.	 Five	 years	
ago,	 she	 picked	 up	 water	 color	 paint-
ing,	and	recently	she	graduated	from	the	
Kali	 Institute	 of	 Massage	 in	 downtown	
Ventura.	
	 Nye	 moved	 to	 Ventura	 three	 years	
ago	 with	 her	 son	 Jubal-lee.	 “I	 came	 to	
Ventura	and	hoped	to	live	with	my	son	at	
the	beach,”	she	says.	“I	found	a	commu-
nity	where	 I	 could	dream	and	 fantasize	
about	being	an	artist.”	She	is	grateful	for	
the	support	of	the	local	arts	community	
and	hopes	to	develop	workshops	in	2011	
to	inspire	others	to	see	themselves	as	ar-
tistic	and	beautiful.
	 For	more	information	on	Nye’s	art—
hair,	watercolors,	massage—e-mail	her	at	
NyeLOVE@msn.com.

“The Pond” by Jack Halbert , Best of Show in 2010 BAA 24th Annual Open Competition

Call for entries for 25th 
annual art competition  

on	canvas	as	well.		He	has	had	30	one-
person	shows,	numerous	2-person	and	
innumerable	group	shows.			
	 Eligibility	 for	 the	 exhibition	 is	
open	 to	 all	 professional	 and	 amateur	
artists.	 Downloadable	 bring-in	 forms	
are	available	at	www.buenaventuragal-
lery.org	 or	 stop	 by	 the	 Buenaventura	
Gallery.
	 The	Buenaventura	Gallery	is	locat-
ed	 at	 700	 E	 Santa	 Clara	 St.	 in	 down-
town	Ventura.		Hours	are	Tues	–	Friday	
from	12	–	5	pm	and	Saturday	from	11	
am	 to	 5	 pm.	 	 For	 more	 information	
visit	 their	 website	 at	 www.Buenaven-
turaGallery.org.	
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n As	 I	 assumed,	 as	
soon	 as	 Michael	 Vick	
lead	his	team	to	victo-
ry	 all	 is	 now	 forgiven.	
But	not	by	me.

	 							How	good	of	a	play-
er	would	he	be	without	
a	 limb	or	an	eye	or	an	

ear?	Or	if	he	was	dead	like	the	dogs	that	
he	trained	to	kill	each	other?
	 I	 know	 that	 he	 has	 paid	 his	 obliga-
tions	by	going	to	prison	(23	months)	on	
the	 criminal	 charges	 of	 dog-fighting	 but	
it	wasn’t	 like	one	day	he	said,	“I	am	doing	
something	 wrong	 so	 I	 think	 that	 I	 will	 go	
check	into	prison”.
	 Vick	has	stated	that	he	is	eager	to	have	
another	 dog.	 “My	 daughters	 miss	 having		
one,	 and	 that’s	 the	 hardest	 thing.	 Telling	
them	that	we	can’t	have	one	because	of	my	
actions.”
	 Since	part	of	the	terms	of	his	probation	
is	that	Vick	is	not	permitted	to	buy,	sell	or	
own	a	dog,	his	daughters	will	have	to	wait	
until	 a	 judge	 removes	 this	 condition,	 to	
which	many	animal	rights	groups	and	dog	
lovers	and	dogs	agree.	
	 In	 this	 writer’s	 opinion	 (I	 stole	 that	
phrase),	 it	 is	far	too	early	for	him	to	be	al-
lowed	the	precious	gift	of	owning	a	dog.		
	 Okay	sport	and	dog	fans	what	 is	your	
opinion?
n On	 January	 15,	 at	 7	 pm	 the	 Popovich	
Comedy	Pet	Theater	is	playing	at	the	Marjo-
rie	Luke	Theater	in	Santa	Barbara.	Voted	the	
best	new	family	show	in	Las	Vegas	the	show	
features	over	25	animals	who	are	all	rescued	
animals	from	shelters.
	 Even	 cats	 perform	 in	 the	 show.	 You	
know	 cats	 aren’t	 very	 smart	 which	 shows	
you	how	good	these	cats	are.	Call	963-0761	
or	go	to	ptgo.org	for	more	information	and	
tickets.
	 It	will	also	be	playing	on	Friday,	January	
14,	at	the	Fred	Kavli	Theatre,	in	Thousand	
Oaks.
n As	 reported	 in	 this	 issue	 in	 a	 recent	
house	 fire	 two	 dogs	 perished.	 The	 fire	 de-
partment	 press	 release	 said	 “injuries	 none,	
(two	pet	dogs	perished	due	to	smoke	inhala-
tion)”.	I	would	consider	that	to	be	a	rather	
serious	injury.

Professor	Scamp
Ph.D

Professor Scamp, Ph.D  (Pretty Happy Dog)

Police Reports

Bail Bonds
small or large bonds: credit terms available o.a.c.: minutes from the jail: 8% for union & government workers

SERVING VENTURA COUNTY SINCE 2001

BAIl BONdS
    TOll FREE

1 -877-774-2245
“Your freedom counts, your freedom now, you can’t be in, you got to get out”

PROMPT, QUAlITY, COURTEOUS SERVICE
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE : DUI  : VIOLATIONS : HOMICIDE/MANSLAUGHTER : POSSESSION : ASSAULT & BATTERY : SEX CRIMES

All FElONIES & MISdEMEANORS

	

Scamp
Club

Dog to Adopt

Hi:
	 I’m	Hugh,	a	beagle	and	I	was	a	Scampclub	member	in	the	February	28,	
2008	issue	of	the	Breeze.	I	thought	that	you	would	like	to	see	me	now,	look	
how	more	mature	I	am	and	I	have	also	learned	to	pick	up	my	metal	food	bowl	
and	bang	it	on	the	floor	until	I	am	fed.	Scamp	has	asked	me	to	teach	him	how	
to	do	that	because	he	has	been	put	on	a	diet	and	wants	to	make	a	fuss.
	 My	mom,	Jean	Nickel	is	the	Friends	of	the	Library	Bookstore	Manager,	so	
when	you	are	at	Foster	Library	stop	and	say	hello	to	her	and	she	can	tell	you	
all	of	the	other	cute	things	that	I	can	do	and	you	can	buy	a	nice	book	while	
you	are	there.	

Hi:
	 	 	 	 I’m	Delilah,	a	7	year	old	female	Pit	Bull	
Terrier-Labrador	Retriever	(mix).
				I	am	so	quiet	you	may	forget	I’m	nearby.	
I’m	also	extremely	gentle,	taking	treats	very	
delicately.	I’m	an	affectionate	girl,	savoring	
every	moment	of	tenderness	and	affection	
anyone	 is	 willing	 to	 give	 me.	 I	 get	 along	
with	most	of	the	dogs	I’m	introduced	to	
so	if	you	have	a	fur	face	at	home	already,	
I’d	be	happy	to	meet	them	to	see	how	we	
get	along.
		 	 	I’m	waiting	for	somebody	to	love	me,	

for	my	own	yard,	my	own	doggie	bed,	my	own	person.	If	you	
are	that	person,	please	ask	to	meet	me.
	 My	best	buddy	Carl	found	his	forever	home	and	I	hope	it’s	not	long	before	
I’m	in	my	forever	home	too	with	you.

Join Scamp Club
Animals	 of	 all	 sorts	 can	 join	 the	
ScampClub.	 Email	 me	 your	 picture	
and	 a	 little	 about	 yourself,	 including	
your	 address,	 to	 Scampclub@ven-
turabreeze.com.	 You	 will	 be	 in	 the	
Breeze	and	receive	a	Scampclub	Card.

n About	 130	 dogs	 recently	 splashed	 and	
slipped	their	way	through	a	watery	audition	
for	 surfing	 and	 diving	 roles	 on	 a	 pet	 food	
company’s	float	in	the	upcoming	Rose	Pa-
rade.	Onlookers	and	judges	got	drenched	by	
Labradors	leaping	into	a	4-foot	deep	water	
tank	 in	 Pacoima.	 Then	 their	 owners	 were	
showered	when	the	animals	climbed	out	of	
the	water	and	wildly	shook	off.
	 I	hope	that	they	don’t	glue	roses	all	over	
the	dogs.

Hi:
	 	 	 	
Terrier-Labrador
				
I’m
delicately.
every
anyone
with
so

for my own yard, my

by Veronica Johnson

Vehicle Pursuit
	 On	 Friday,	 December	 10th,	 at	 11:48	
p.m.,	 VPD	 Officer	 McCain	 attempted	
to	 stop	 a	 vehicle	 driven	 by	 Darrin	 Sasaki,	
43	 years	 old,	 after	 observing	 a	 traffic	
violation	 near	 Bristol	 Road	 and	 Argal	
Place.	 Sasaki	 turned	 onto	 Argal	 Place	
and	quickly	sped	away.	Officer	McCain	
went	in	pursuit	of	the	suspect	vehicle.		
	 Officers	pursued	Sasaki	through	the	
residential	 area	 near	 Bristol	 Road	 and	
Johnson	 Drive.	 Sasaki	 drove	 through	
red	signals	before	making	his	way	onto	
Johnson	 Drive.	 Sasaki	 proceeded	 west	
to	Victoria	Avenue	and	abruptly	turned	
into	the	northbound	lanes,	driving	his	
vehicle	 against	 the	 flow	 of	 traffic.	 Sa-
saki	then	attempted	to	drive	across	the	
raised	concrete	median.	Sasaki’s	vehicle	
sustained	major	damage	and	his	vehicle	
became	disabled.		
	 Sasaki,	 along	 with	 his	 passenger,	
Juan	Delgado,	32	years	old,	were	taken	
into	 custody.	 Sasaki	 was	 lodged	 at	 the	
VC	 Jail.	 Delgado	 was	 treated	 at	 VCMC	
for	minor	injuries	and	was	booked	into	
VC	Jail.	
Possession of Stolen Property
	 On	 Tuesday,	 December	 14th,	 at	
3:06	 p.m.,	 VPD	 responded	 to	 a	 call	 of	
suspicious	 circumstances	 in	 the	 400	
block	 of	 Aliso	 Street.	 Two	 male	 juve-

The Canine Adoption & Rescue League, Sam’s Place
3203 East Main St., Ventura, 644-PETS (7387) 

www.carlvc.org

	 What	 a	 lucky	 dog	 I	 am	 being	 at	
“Choice	Day”	(I	call	it	“pet	day”)	with	my	
friends	Elise,	Jolie	and	Audrey	in	Franny’s	
class	at	the	Ventura	Charter	School	locat-
ed	on	the	Avenue.	
	 There	were	many	other	types	of	pets	
but	 I	 was	 the	 cutest	 (well	 the	 tarantula	
was	kind	of	cute	if	you	like	that	kind	of	
thing).

niles	were	seen	 jumping	the	 fence	 into	
the	 rear	 yard	 of	 a	 residence.	 Officers	
stopped	a	vehicle	that	was	seen	leaving.		
The	vehicle	turned	out	to	have	been	re-
ported	stolen	three	days	ago	in	the	city	
of	 Ventura,	 and	 the	 driver,	 Esmerelda	
Espinosa,	 21	 years	 old	 and	 from	 Ven-
tura,	 was	 arrested	 for	 driving	 a	 stolen	
vehicle.	 The	 two	 male	 juveniles	 in	 the	
vehicle	 were	 identified	 as	 the	 suspects	
that	 were	 seen	 leaving	 the	 residence	
that	was	burglarized.
	 The	 female	 was	 booked	 at	 VC	 Jail	
and	the	two	male	juveniles	were	booked	
at	Juvenile	Hall.		
	 Two	other	male	juveniles	were	cited	
for	prowling	in	the	200	block	of	Euge-
nia.	
Assault with a Deadly Weapon
	 On	 Saturday,	 December	 18th,	 at	
8:46	 p.m.,	 VPD	 officers	 responded	 to	
Osabi	 Restaurant,	 located	 at	 5795	
Walker	Street,	in	reference	to	a	distur-
bance	 that	 resulted	 in	 the	 victim	 get-
ting	hit	with	a	bottle.	Officers	located	
the	 victim,	 with	 a	 head	 wound.	 The	
victim	 was	 leaving	 the	 restaurant	 and	
was	 confronted	 by	 Nicholas	 Klopp,	
26	years	old	and	from	Ventura.	Klopp	
made	 a	 derogatory	 remark	 to	 the	 vic-
tim	based	on	the	victim’s	sexual	orien-
tation	and	then	threw	a	large	drinking	
glass	at	the	victim,	striking	the	victim	

on	the	head.	The	victim	was	later	treat-
ed	 for	 a	 head	 wound	 at	 Community	
Memorial	Hospital.	
	 Several	 witnesses	 identified	 Klopp	
as	the	suspect.	VPD	Patrol	Officers	 lo-
cated	Klopp	at	his	residence.	Klopp	was	
booked	at	VC	Jail.	
Pedestrians Struck by Vehicle
	 On	 Wednesday,	 December	 15th,	 at	
1:57	 p.m.,	 VPD	 received	 a	 call	 regard-
ing	a	vehicle	that	struck	pedestrians	in	
a	 marked	 crosswalk	 at	 Poli	 Street	 and	
Ann	Street.	
	 A	 31	 year-old	 female	 with	 her	 two	
children	 (5	 and	 3	 year-old	 boys)	 were	
crossing	Poli	Street	 in	a	marked	cross-
walk	at	Ann	Street.	A	vehicle	driven	by	
a	47	year-old	 female,	Ventura	 resident,	
was	stopped	at	the	sign	on	Ann	Street.	
A	 large	moving	truck	stopped	to	allow	
the	 pedestrians	 to	 cross.	 The	 female	

driver	 made	 her	 turn	 and	 did	 not	 see	
the	pedestrians	crossing	the	street.	The	
vehicle	struck	the	mother	and	her	small	
child.	 The	 5-year-old	 boy	 was	 pushed	
away	by	his	mother	and	was	not	struck	
by	the	vehicle.		
	 The	 victims	 were	 transported	 to	
VCMC.	The	mother	is	currently	in	sta-
ble	 condition	 and	 her	 3	 year-old	 child	
is	in	critical	condition	with	internal	in-
juries.	The	older	boy	sustained	scrapes	
and	bruising.	
	 The	 female	 driver	 stopped	 at	 the	
scene	and	no	arrests	were	made.	
Injury Accident
	 On	Sunday,	December	19th,	at	2:56	
p.m.,	 VPD	 responded	 to	 a	 call	 of	 a	 ve-
hicle	 that	 hit	 a	 pedestrian	 in	 front	 of	
the	VCMC	at	the	 intersection	of	Loma	
Vista	Road	and	St.	Paul.	

Continued on page 13
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Senior Living

License# 565801008

2011 EVENTS
e

JANUARY 26

Health & Wealth Expo.
11:00am – 1:00pm

JUNE 30
Salute to Our Veterans 

11:00am

MARCH 23

Seniors Gone Wired
10:00am – 4:00pm

AUGUST 24

A Taste of Cypress
Classic Car Show 

& 50’s Party
5:30 – 7:30pm

MAY 7
Cinco de Mayo
11:00am – 2:00pm

OCTOBER 15
Country Hoe Down

12:00 – 2:00pm

JOIN CYPRESS PLACE FOR A YEAR FULL OF FUN!

NOVEMBER
Thanksgiving Celebration

Exclusive to Cypress Place Residents

DECEMBER
Holiday Dance & Dinner

Exclusive to Cypress Place Residents

Here at ExtrEmE GrEEn 
ClEaninG SErviCES, we 

believe in the power of customer 
satisfaction. this is why we 

strive to be the best 
ventura cleaning services with 
our courtesy and attention to 

detail.

$20 OFF First 
cleaning with 

this ad!

luz (805)252-9435

extremegreencleanings.com
residential, commercial, rentals & 

windows.
licensed, bonded & insured

Senior Cone-nection

A chat with 
Bonnie 
Weigel of 
FOOD Share
by Nanci Cone

	 Bonnie	Weigel	is	CEO	and	President	
of	FOOD	Share,	our	area	food	bank	that	
was	established	in	1983	and	has	become	
a	 critical	 member	 of	 our	 community	 in	
providing	food	and	support	to	the	hungry	
faces	of	Ventura	County.	FOOD	Share	dis-
tributes	over	9	million	pounds	of	nutritious	
food	per	year	via	their	150+	non-profit	part-
ners,	 government	 programs,	 and	 outreach	
programs.
	 Since	Bonnie	took	over,	the	reach	of	this	
program	has	grown	tremendously.		With	the	
downturn	in	the	economy,	more	and	more	
seniors	 have	 turned	 to	 FOOD	 Share	 and	
with	her	loyal	volunteers	she	has	risen	to	the	
challenge	and	met	those	needs.	The	Brown	
Bag	Program	provides	supplemental	bags	of	
groceries	for	2,015	low-income	seniors	at	36	
sites	 throughout	 Ventura	 County	 and	 the	
Senior	 Nutrition	 Program	 provides	 home	
delivered	 frozen	prepared	meals	 for	5	days	
and	supplemental	food	to	over	200	home-
bound	 seniors	 age	 60	 and	 over	 in	 Oxnard	
and	 Ventura.	 Through	 funding	 from	 the	
Area	Agency	on	Aging,	the	cities	of	Oxnard	
and	 Ventura	 provide	 these	 programs	 for	
seniors	in	their	cities.	FOOD	Share	staff	de-
liver	the	meals.		With	all	this	responsibility,	
she	was	kind	enough	to	take	time	from	her	
busy	schedule	to	talk	about	the	real	Bonnie	
Weigel!
Tell me a bit about your background?
	 I	 love	 what	 I	 do,	 12	 years	 of	 commu-
nity	benefit	efforts	through	nonprofits	and	
through	 my	 own	 business.	 I	 have	 always	
focused	on	building	relationships	first,	this	
is	what	strengthens	community	and	builds	
prosperity.	 	 My	 commitment	 to	 eliminate	
poverty	through	collaborative	partnerships	
while	 creating	 prosperity	 for	 all	 is	 where	 I	
find	my	focus	and	direction.
What made you decide to come work for FOOD 
Share?
The	invitation	to	come	aboard	an	lead	an	or-
ganization	through	creating	and	enhancing	
existing	 relationships	 that	 serves	 through	
the	cause	of	feeding	the	hungry	of	Ventura	
County	was	right	in	line	with	my	personal	
mission.		

 In the spirit of holiday giving, Aegis of Ventura and the Marines from the 223rd Weap-
ons Company in Port Hueneme hosted Toys for Tots Drive and Holiday Party at Aegis 
located at 4964 Telegraph Rd.
 Toys for Tots provide hope and happiness to economically disadvantaged children 
through the gift of a shiny new toy.  These gifts offer children recognition, confidence and 
positive memories they will cherish for a lifetime. 
 Flanked by the handsome Marines are Aegis staff Nancy Gamino, Micki Rickard and 
Katrina Wasserman.

What are some of your future plans?
	 I	want	to	continue	to	collaborate,	create,	
and	execute	in	ways	that	benefit	and	build	
prosperity	for	all.		To	me,	prosperity	means	
to	have	a	sense	of	purpose,	 inclusion,	ben-
efit,	and	support	through	all	we	do.
How many people are you currently helping?
	 Since	 my	 time	 here	 at	 FOOD	 Share	
our	 amazing	 team	 and	 stakeholders	 have	
come	together	to	help	63%	more	friends	in	
need.		From	44,000	to	the	now	over	73,000	
hungry	friends	we	serve	monthly.		We	could	
not	 do	 it	 with	 out	 the	 help	 of	 the	 help	 of	
more	than	150	partner	agencies,	a	team	of	
26	staff	members,	320	volunteers	and	an	all-
volunteer	board	of	directors.
What can Ventura County residents do to help?
	 Every	 person,	 every	 action	 mat-
ters.	 	 All	 are	 invited	 to	 help	 through	 time,	
talent,	 or	 treasure	 to	 make	 sure	 that	 ev-
eryone	 in	 need	 has	 access	 to	 food	 so	
no	 one	 will	 be	 hungry	 here	 in	 the	 805.	
Last comments?
	 It	is	truly	easy	to	be	grateful	for	each	day	
when	 living	 in	 a	 community	 who	 believes	
in	and	demonstrates	that	life’s	greatest	joys	
come	through	serving	one	another.
	 To	 manage	 its	 many	 events	 and	 cam-
paigns,	 FOOD	 Share	 relies	 on	 dedicated	
volunteers.	 	 Perhaps	 you	 or	 your	 children	
would	you	like	to	volunteer?		Many	different	
kinds	of	 jobs	are	available,	and	you’ll	meet	
with	 other	 wonderful	 FOOD	 Share	 fans!	
Contact	Meg	Horton,	Volunteer	Coordina-
tor	 at	 Mhorton@Foodshare.com	 or	 visit	
their	website	at	www.Foodshare.com.	

Bonnie Weigel
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and	 approached	 the	 teller	 armed	 with	
a	 handgun.	 The	 suspected	 demanded	
money	from	the	teller	who	complied	with	
his	demands	and	gave	the	suspect	an	un-
disclosed	amount	of	money.	The	suspect	
fled	on	foot	from	the	bank.
	 This	 suspect	 is	 believed	 to	 be	 “the	
groomed	 beard	 bandit”	 and	 has	 robbed	
several	banks	 in	Ventura	and	Santa	Bar-
bara	Counties.	
	 Anyone	 who	 can	 identify	 this	 sus-
pect	 is	 urged	 to	 call	 the	 Ventura	 Police	
Department	339-4416,	FBI	642-3995,	or	
Crime	Stoppers	(800)222-TIPS	.

Fire on 
McFarlane
	 On	December	12,	at	1:50pm	Ventura	
City	Fire	units	responded	to	reports	of	a	

The future is now.
You’re	never	more	that	a	click	away	

from	your	hometown	paper!	
Come	visit	us!

www.venturabreeze.com

Senior Living
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DID YOU REMEMBER TO?

LOCK 
YOUR CAR

TAKE
YOUR KEYS

REMOVE 
YOUR BELONGINGS

DON’T BE A VICTIM!
 Emergency Non-Emergency Business Line
 9-1-1 805-650-8010 805-339-4400
This message brought to you by the Ventura Police Department. 

Working together we can reduce crime.www.venturapd.org

DID YOU REMEMBER TO?

LOCK 
YOUR CAR

TAKE
YOUR KEYS

REMOVE 
YOUR BELONGINGS

DON’T BE A VICTIM!
 Emergency Non-Emergency Business Line
 9-1-1 805-650-8010 805-339-4400
This message brought to you by the Ventura Police Department. 

Working together we can reduce crime.

www.venturapd.org
Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/venturapd

	 “Grey	Matters”	will	be	new	weekly	ra-
dio	show	on	AM	1400	KKZZ,	airing	each	
Friday	 from	 4:30	 -	 5:30	 p.m.	 starting	
January	 7.	 It	 will	 accomplish	 the	 fol-
lowing	for	Ventura	County:	
•	 Provide	 information	 on	 the	 services	
available	 in	 the	 county	 for	 our	 aging	
community	and	their	caregivers	
•	Bridge	the	gap	for	this	age	sector	and	
their	families	
•	Discuss	issues	specific	to	this	popula-
tion	sector	and	their	caregivers	
•	Give	listeners	a	voice
	 This	 innovative	 and	 entertaining	
show	 is	 hosted	 by	 Cheri	 Kurman	 and	
Jim	 Duran.	 Cheri	 is	 an	 attorney	 at	
Norman	 Dowler,	 LLP,	 certified	 by	 the	
California	 State	 Bar	 as	 a	 specialist	 in	

New radio host Jim Duran was wrapping Christmas gifts for free in Downtown Ventura during 
the holidays

New radio hosts hope 
to help seniors  

Estate	 Planning,	 Trust	 and	 Probate	
Law.	 Jim	 is	 the	 Executive	 Director	 of	
Cypress	 Place	 Senior	 Living	 Facilities	
in	Ventura	and	this	year’s	recipient	of	
the	California	Assisted	Living	Associa-
tion’s	Outstanding	Executive	Director	
Award.
	 The	program	is	part	of	Coach	Ron	
Tunick’s	 daily	 radio	 show	 “The	 Busi-
ness	of	Life”,	which	has	a	 large	 listen-
ing	audience	and	is	a	mainstay	on	local	
talk	 radio	 here	 in	 Ventura	 which	 also	
hosts	 Breeze	 publisher	 Sheldon	 on	
Monday’s	from	4-4:30.
	 Special	 guest	 for	 the	 maiden	 voy-
age	will	be	Kathy	Terry,	Field	Services	
Director	 at	 the	 Long	 Term	 Care	 Om-
budsman	of	Ventura	County.

Police reports
Continued from page 11
	 A	 vehicle	 struck	 a	 16	 year	 old	 vic-
tim	 as	 she	 was	 crossing	 the	 crosswalk.	
A	witness	told	officers	that	the	victim	
was	 with	 a	 group	 of	 juveniles	 walk-
ing	 in	 the	 crosswalk,	 when	 the	 vehi-
cle,	driven	by	Steve	Kass,	85	years	old,	
struck	 the	victim.	The	amber	warning	
lights	embedded	in	the	pavement	were	
activated	as	the	victim	and	her	friends	
were	crossing.
	 The	victim	sustained	several	broken	
bones	and	a	concussion.	She	is	listed	as	
in	critical	condition	and	is	in	ICU.

Rob a Bank at 
Rab o Bank
	 On	 December	 22,	 there	 was	 a	 	 bank	
Robbery	 at	 RaboBank	 located	 at	 304	 E.	
Main	 St.	 The	 suspect	 entered	 the	 bank	

structure	 fire	 on	 Comstock	 Drive.	 They	
arrived	to	find	that	the	main	property	
was	 actually	 in	 the	 200	 block	 of	 	 Mc-
Farlane	Drive	and	the	structure	burn-
ing	 was	 a	 large	 20’	 x	 20’	 storage	 shed	
fully	engulfed	in	flames	to	the	rear	of	
the	residence.		
	 Ventura	Police	units	arrived	on	the	
scene	 initially	 and	 began	 evacuations	
of	 nearby	 structures	 as	 a	 precaution	
if	 the	 fire	 were	 to	 spread.	 	 Firefight-
ers	 initiated	 an	 aggressive	 attack	 on	
the	fire,	which	had	already	melted	the	
second	story	rain	gutters	of	the	neigh-
boring	house	on	one	side.		On	the oth-
er	 side,	 a	 converted	 detached	 garage	
with	 a	 patio	 overhang	 took	 a	 direct	
hit	 from	 the	 flames,	 igniting	 briefly	
before	 firefighters	quickly	doused	 the	
threatening	fire.		During	the	incident,	
firefighters	 were	 forced	 to	 deal	 with	
live	 power	 lines	 that	 had	 fallen	 into	
the	backyard	in	the	area	of	operations.		
Edison	responded	and	no	injuries	were	
reported.		
	 A	total	of	four	properties	sustained	
damage	as	a	result	of	this	fire,	with	two	
of	them	being	exterior	fences	and	out-
side	property	damage.	 	Neighbors	 ini-
tially	 reported	 hearing	 explosions	 to	
the	 Fire	 Dispatch	 Center,	 however	 no	
evidence	 was	 found	 to	 sustain	 those	
early	reports.			

Fire on 
Catalina
	 On	 December	 16,	 fire	 units	 re-
sponded	 to	 a	 reported	 structure	 fire	
located	in	the	300	block	of	S.	Catalina	
St.	The	first	arriving	units	found	heavy	
smoke	 coming	 from	 a	 residential	 du-
plex.	A	fire	was	discovered	to	be	under	
the	 raised	 floor,	 in	 the	 wall	 and	 also	
in	 the	 attic	 of	 the	 home.	 Firefighters	
acted	quickly	and	aggressively	to	fight	
the	 fire	and	were	able	 to	contain	 it	 to	
one	 unit	 of	 the	 duplex.	 The	 fire	 was	
controlled	 within	 20	 minutes	 of	 ar-
rival	 of	 the	 fire department	 however	
firefighters	 worked	 for	 several	 hours	
to	 fully	 extinguish	 the	 stubborn	 fire.	
The	 resident	 of	 the	 involved	 unit	 was	
not	home	at	the	time	of	the	fire	and	no	
injuries	were	 reported	although	sadly,	
two	 pet	 dogs	 were	 discovered	 to	 have	
succumbed	 to	 the	 smoke.	 The	 cause	
was	 not	 easily	 determined	 and	 is	 cur-
rently	under	investigation.	During	the	
time	of	 the	 fire	 there	were	also	multi-
ple	other	calls	for	service	and	fire	units	
from	 The	 County	 of	 Ventura,	 City	 of	
Oxnard	 and	 City	 of	 Santa	 Paula	 re-
sponded	to	assist	and	provide	coverage	
to	the	City	of	Ventura.	
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Pari-Mutuel Wagering with 
Instant Payoffs at Track Odds

10 W. Harbor Blvd., Ventura
(805) 653-2533
www.venturacountyfair.org/derby

.Free Admission and Parking
Wednesdays & Thursdays

.Full Service Bars and Restaurant
.Must be 18+ to enter

Bring a Friend to the Derby Club for free. 
Buy one admission & present this ad, your friend gets in FREE!

School

Youth
by Rachel Morris

	 “My	boss	 just	doesn’t	have	a	clue.	 If	
I	was	running	this	place,	we’d	rock!”		Oh	
really.	 Then	 why	 don’t	 you	 give	 it	 a	 go?	
What	would	it	take	for	you	or	me	to	stick	
our	neck,	our	resources,	and	our	fragile	ego	
out,	 along	 with	 our	 own	 shingle?	 Other	
than	a	lot	of	nerve,	the	answers	can	be	found	
in	 a	 “Business	 Plan.”	 That	 dry-sounding	
document	was	not	something	I	had	the	con-
fidence	to	deliver	when	I	started	my	14	week	
Women’s	Economic	Ventures	(WEV)	course.	
	 Though	I	had	worked	in	the	corporate	
world	and	run	my	own	non-profit,	I’d	never	
been	 trained	 in	 business.	 WEV’s	 14	 week	
cram-course	was	designed	to	 	teach	practi-
cal	 business	 skills	 in	 a	 woman-friendly	 at-
mosphere.	 A	 non-profit,	 originally	 started	
to	 help	 farm	 women,	 it	 now	 accepts	 male	
students	as	well.	The	final	class	product	is	a	
well-crafted	business	plan.	
	 After	listening	to	harrowing	tales	of	long	
hours	and	financial	risk	I	asked	the	panel	of	
WEV	graduates,	“How	do	you	feel	now	that	
you’ve	 opened	 your	 own	 business?”	 “I’d	
rather	 starve	 than	 go	 back	 to	 working	 for	
someone	else,”		summed	up	the	unflinching	
and	unanimous	response	of	the	group.		
	 I	 can’t	 tell	 you	how	much	 I	needed	 to	

Rachel Morris, at the WEV graduation held at the Marjorie Luke Theatre, located in Santa Bar-
bara was all smiles and soon forgot the grueling task of writing her business plan

A “business plan”

hear	that	confirmation.	Isolation	is	a	lousy	
place	to	incubate	an	entrepreneur.	I	need	the	
support	 of	 other	 entrepreneurs	 willing	 to	
risk	all	to	make	it	happen.	This	is	business.	
I’m	not	alone.	I’m	not	nuts.		
	 The	entrepreneurial	fever	is	a	powerful	
bug.	The	need	to	do	it	our	own	way,	a	pas-
sion	to	change	the	world,	or	even	the	desire	
to	arrange	our	own	day	(even	if	we	create	our	
own	worst	nightmare)	pushes	some	of	us	to	
take	the	plunge.	
	 Is	 it	 foolish,	reckless,	or	even	crazy	not	
to	buckle	down	and	stay	with	a	job	in	these	
tough	economic	times?	 	Possibly	not,	con-
sidering	one	in	ten	people	in	Ventura	Coun-
ty	is	unemployed,	many	due	to	layoffs.	Per-
haps	the	conventional,	fear-based	approach	
to	 employment	 isn’t	 that	 secure	 after	 all.	
And	speaking	of	the	economy,	here’s	anoth-
er	juicy	tidbit.	It	turns	out	that	small	busi-
nesses	are	fueling	70%	of	new	job	creation,	
and	have	been	for	the	past	decade!	Not	Nike,	
not	IKEA,	not	Walmart,	but	mom	and	pop	
grow	the	new	job	crop.
	 What	 does	 that	 mean?	 Well,	 for	 start-
ers,	it	could	mean	that	sacrificing	Ventura’s	
green	 belt	 to	 build	 Executive	 McMansions	
might	not	be	the	most	direct	route	to	grow-

ing	 jobs.	 It	 also	 points	 a	 distinct	 “thumbs	
down”	 for	 tax	 cuts	 for	 the	 mega-wealthy.	
(But	 you	 already	 knew	 that.)	 More	 to	 the	
point,	 it	 means	 our	 crazy,	 passionate,	 cre-
ative	 business	 ideas	 might	 actually	 be	 the	
key	to	a	healthy	economy	–	a	point	not	un-
noticed	by	Assembly	Member	Das	Williams	
who	provided	a	certificate	of	recognition	for	
each	student	at	the	fall	2010	WEV	gradua-
tion.
	 WEV	is	an	important	player	in	develop-
ing	our	local	economy,	helping	to	create	or	
grow	some	2,000	local	businesses.	As	Elisha	
Estratta,	owner	of	Equal	Threads	fair-trade	
organic	 clothing	 puts	 it	 “Before,	 I	 had	 all	
these	ideas	in	a	big	cloud	that	I’d	been	think-
ing	of	 for	years.	WEV	metaphorically	 took	
my	ideas	from	a	cloud	to	building	blocks.”	
	 Once	 vagueness	 is	 replaced	 by	 clarity,	
the	picture	of	what	it	takes	to	be	a	business	
owner	is	an	eye-opener.	“It	gave	me	a	whole	
new	respect	for	people	who	start	and	run	a	
business.	It	really	requires	mastery	to		keep	
all	 the	 moving	 parts	 working.	 It’s	 a	 never	
ending	battle.”	said	classmate	Freda	Ramey,	
owner	 of	 MIH	 Development,	 a	 hands-on	
business	support	firm.		
	 So	hats	off	to	Ventura’s	small	business	
owners.	I	expect	to	see	a	new	crop	sprout	the	
spring	of	2011.	I	hope	one	of	them	will	be	
mine:	the	HUB	bicycle	repair	coop	and	cen-
ter	for		bicycle	culture.	How	about	yours?	

Ventura Job & 
Career Center 
classes
Tuesday, January 4 - Resumes that 
Sell, 8:30 am – 4 pm	-	hands-on	work-
shop	providing	assistance	in	completing	
a	resume,	cover	and	thank-you	letters.	
Walk	away	with	a	portfolio	that	shows	
off	professional	skills	and	experience.	
Wednesday, January 5 - Power of 
VOS (Virtual OneStop), 1 pm – 4 
pm	–	Learn	about	the	Virtual	OneStop	
website	and	how	you	can	use	the	vari-
ous	 tools	 in	 the	 system	 to	 build	 your	
resume	and	customize	your	job	search	
to	 a	 specific	 location	 and	 occupation.		
Must	have	basic	computer	skills.	
Tuesday, January 18 - Winning In-
terviews, 8:30 am – 4 pm	-	supplies	
the	 tools	 to	 make	 a	 lasting	 first	 im-
pression	when	interviewing.
Wednesday, January 19 - Explore 
Your Future, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm	
-	 complete	 a	 self-evaluation	 to	 help	
identify	 your	 skills	 and	 aspirations.	
Gain	 insight	 into	 the	 hidden	 labor	
market	 and	 develop	 a	 career	 strategy	
based	on	high-demand	occupations.	
	 Career	Shops	are	offered	at	no	cost	
to	 Job	 Seekers.	 Space	 is	 limited.	 Prior	
registration	 required	 by	 calling	 the	
Ventura	 Job	 &	 Career	 Center	 at	 654-
3435	to	enroll.	
	

Make-A-Wish 
needs toys
	 The	 Make-A-Wish	 Foundation®	
grants	 the	 wishes	 of	 children	 with	 life-
threatening	 medical	 conditions.	 They	
are	almost	out	of	many	types	of	donated	
toys	 used	 as	 part	 of	 the	 wish	 granting	
process.	 	 The	 toys	 are	 used	 when	 meet-
ing	wish	children	and	at	wish	presenta-
tion	parties.	When	a	team	of	wish	grant-
ers	 goes	 into	 a	 household,	 they	 bring	 a	
small	 gift	 for	 every	 child	 in	 the	 house.	

Young 
musicians 
invited to 
compete 
	 For	the	fifth	year	in	a	row,	the	Ventu-
ra	Music	Festival	(VMF)	will	host	a	music	
competition	for	talented	young	jazz	mu-
sicians.		Open	to	middle	and	high	school	
students	throughout	Southern	California	,	
the	VMF	Student	Jazz	Competition	offers	
a	rare	opportunity	for	young	musicians	to	
showcase	their	talent	and	compete	for	the	
privilege	of	performing	 live	on	stage	with	
a	professional	jazz	artist	during	a	live	VMF	
concert.
	 Funded	 by	 the	 Ventura	 Music	 Festi-
val’s	Board	of	Directors,	the	three	top	con-
testants	are	awarded	scholarships	of	$500,	
$250	and	$100.	The	winning	student	musi-
cian	is	invited	to	perform	with	jazz	legend	
Arturo	 Sandoval	 on	 Feb.	 12,	 2011	 at	 his	
VMF	concert	at	Seaside	Park	.
	 Students	 are	 encouraged	 to	 mail	 or	
email	examples	of	their	instrumental	work	
to	 the	 Ventura	 Music	 Festival	 by	 Jan.	 4,	
2011.		Five	finalists	will	perform	for	a	panel	
of	 judges	 and	 an	 open-to-the-public	 live	
concert	 competition	 on	 the	 afternoon	 of	
Sunday,	Jan.	16th	at	Ventura	’s	Laurel	The-
ater	.	
	 All	 competitors	 receive	 discounted	
tickets	 to	 Arturo	 Sandoval’s	 2011	 Valen-
tine’s	 Day	 weekend	 concert.	 In	 addition,	
the	winner	will	be	able	to	invite	his	or	her	
entire	Jazz	Ensemble	to	the	Sandoval	Con-
cert.	 For	 more	 information,	 call	 the	 Ven-
tura	 Music	 Festival	 at	 648-3416	 or	 email:	
Brenda	 Yates:	 by@venturamusicfestival.
org.
	 Founded	 in	 1994,	 the	 Ventura	 Music	
Festival	presents	world	renowned	classical,	
jazz,	 and	 crossover	 musicians	 in	 various	
venues	throughout	Ventura	and	surround-
ing	areas.	Most	of	the	venues	have	histori-
cal	significance	and	provide	warm	and	in-
timate	settings	for	the	world-class	musical	
performances.	Today,	the	festival	stands	as	
one	of	Ventura	County	’s	signature	events,	
attracting	upwards	of	10,000	concert-goers	
during	10	days	in	April	and	May,	2011.
	 Each	year,	the	Ventura	Music	Festival’s	
Education	Outreach	Program	presents	live	
performances,	 stories,	 and	 interaction	 to	
nearly	4,000	local	students	through	“Music	
in	the	Schools”	presented	by	Artistic	Direc-
tor	Nuvi	Mehta.

At	a	wish	presentation	party	they	bring	
items	that	will	enhance	the	wish.	 Items	
needed	include:
1.	 Gift	cards	-	Best	Buy,	bowling,	mov-
ies,	grocery
2.	 Disposable	camera	with	flash	(regu-
lar	and	underwater)
3.	 Small	 travel	 games,	 card	 games,	
mad-libs,	 coloring	 books	 and	 crayons	 -	
activities	for	teens	are	greatest	needs
4.	 Hand	 held	 electronic	 games	 with	
batteries
5.	 Portable	DVD	players,	MP3	Players,	
IPods
	 New	 unwrapped	 items	 can	 also	 be	
delivered	 to	 Make-A-Wish	 Foundation	
of	the	Tri-Counties,	4222	Market	Street,	
Suite	 D,	 Ventura.	 Call	 676-9474	 to	 ar-
range	a	delivery	time.	
	 St.	Bonaventure	High	School	in	Ven-
tura	 is	 hosting	 their	 second	 toy	 drive.		
Last	 year	 several	 members	 of	 the	 foot-
ball	 team	stopped	by	before	practice	 to	
deliver	many-many	toys	collected	by	stu-
dents.		Contact	sgianelli@saintbonaven-
ture.com	for	information.
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The future is now.
What’s	the	score?	Find	out	NOW	
with	our	up	to	the	minute	sports!

Come	visit	us!

www.venturabreeze.com

This ’n’ That

Ojai events
Continued from page 9
ploration	of	community,	continuity	and	
hope.	 The	 Washington	 Post	 called	 his	
concerts,	“little	feats	of	magic”.	
	 Advance	tickets	are	$22	and	for	adults	
and	$20	for	seniors	(65+	and	students)	and	
are	 available	 at	 the	 Ojai	 Coffee	 Roasting	
Company,	by	phone	646-8907	or	online	at	
www.ptgo.org.	 	 Tickets	 at	 the	 door	 will	 be	
$25	for	adults,	$23	for	seniors.
	 Fresh	Roasted	Concerts	will	also	present	
Renaissance	Do	Wop	on	Sat.	Jan.	22	at	7:30	
pm	at	the	Ojai	Art	Center	.	With	great	voices,	
comedy,	 and	 choreography,	 the	 group	 will	
take	you	back	to	a	musical	corner	filled	with	
spirit	and	joy.	
	 Whether	it’s	a	soul	stirring	tribute	to	the	
legendary	Sam	Cooke,	love	songs	for	the	la-
dies,	Black	History	themed	conscious	music	
or	a	rousing	Gospel	celebration,	their	superb	
vocal	skills	shine	through.	This	is	a	show	not	
to	 be	 missed!	 	 Tickets	 in	 advance	 are	 $18	
for	adults,	and	$15	for	students	or	seniors.		
Tickets	are	$3	more	at	the	door.		
	 Meditation	 Mount	 Friday	 	 Dec	 31	
@11:30pm.
	 Welcome	 the	 New	 Year	 by	 meditating	
together	for	the	greater	good	of	the	planet.	
Unite	and	align	with	the	soul	and	source	
of	 all	 life	 and	 from	 that	 space	 set	 inten-
tions	for	the	coming	year,	inspired	by	the	
deepest	wisdom.
	 Sparkling	 and	 hot	 cider	 served	 after-
wards.	Your	generous	donations	are	always	
greatly	appreciated.
	 Free	 introduction	 to	 meditation	 with	
Diana	 Lang	 Sunday	 Jan	 9th	 @	 11am-
12:30pm.
	 You	 will	 learn	 the	 essence	 of	 medita-
tion	and	how	it	can	be	a	source	of	personal	
centering	 and	 healing	 in	 your	 daily	 lives.	
Diana	 brings	 a	 fresh	 perspective	 to	 this	
ancient	 wisdom,	 creating	 an	 uplifting	
environment	 to	 stretch	 to	 a	 new	 level	 of	
spiritual	growth.

Cooking
Donna’s Dishes 
by Donna Mac Bride

 For all you foodies out there, I’ve started 
a new recipe column based on home cooking 
by local Ventura cooks.  We’ll emphasize en-
tree’s or side dishes, salads for now.  Just send 
me your simple recipe ideas to Vtafoodie@ya-
hoo.com include name, and picture if  you like.  
Open to Ventura residents only. Share what 
works for your family and friends.

Potato-Bacon 
Cheese Soup 
by Barbara Irvin 
Ventura

2	c.	potatoes,	cubed	and	peeled
8	slices	bacon	or	1/2	c.	jar	bacon	bits
1	c.	onion	chopped
1/2	c.	chopped	celery
1	3/4	c.	milk
1	cup	sour	cream
1	can	Cream	of	Chicken	soup,	not	dilut-
ed	as	is
S&P	1/2	t.	each	to	taste
l	t.	minced	fresh	parsley
	 Cook	potatoes	in	water	until	tender.		
Cook	bacon	in	microwave	or	oven	remove	
and	dry	on	paper	towel,	later	crumble.		
	 Sauté	 onion	 and	 celery	 and	 add	 to	
potatoes.		Stir	in	milk,	sour	cream,	soup,	
salt	and	pepper	and	mixed	vegetables.		
	 Cook	over	low	heat	10	minutes	until	
heated	 through.	 Blend	 with	 handheld	
mixer	 for	 30	 seconds.	 	 Crumble	 bacon	
and	add	along	w/parsley.
	 Serve	 with	 reserved	 crumbled	 bacon	
on	top	of	each	serving	bowl.
	 Serve	 with	 artisan	 bread	 freshly	
sliced.

Teaming up 
to bring DUI’s 
down

In	a	new	and	innovative	effort	to	save	
lives	 and	 prevent	 injuries	 on	 Ventura	
County	 highways,	 the	 Ventura	 County	
Alcohol	and	Drug	Programs	is	teaming	up	
with	the	City	of	Ventura	Police	Department	
to	reduce	intoxicated	driving	incidents	that	
start	at	Downtown	bars.	
	 Building	on	the	success	of	the	first	“DUI	
Summit	for	Ventura	County”	last	year,	the	
County	 applied	 for,	 and	 received,	 a	 grant	
award	totaling	$182,000	from	the	California	
Office	of	Traffic	Safety	for	strategies	to	sup-
port	 local	 business	 compliance	 with	 alco-
hol	sales	and	service	laws,	and	reach	young	
adults	 with	 DUI	 prevention	 messages.	 A	
key	component	of	the	project	 involves	col-
laboration	with	the	Ventura	Police	Depart-
ment,	 who	 will	 conduct	 periodic	 compli-
ance	 checks	 with	 the	 management	 of	 bars	
and	restaurants,	especially	on	high	volume	
weekends,	to	deter	over-service	and	encour-
age	safe	transportation	options.		
	 “We	 know	 that	 Downtown	 Ventura	 is	
the	 entertainment	 epicenter	 for	 much	 of	
Ventura	 County,	 and	 this	 collaboration	 is	
aimed	at	supporting	businesses	and	patrons	
to	 make	 good	 decisions.	 When	 you	 think	
about	it,	a	$15	cab	fare	is	nothing	compared	
to	a	$10,000	DUI	arrest,”	says	Patrick	Zarate,	
Division	 Manager	 for	 Alcohol	 and	 Drug	
Programs	 at	 Ventura	 County	 Behavioral	
Health	 Department.	 	 “The	 goal	 is	 to	 drive	
down	these	completely	preventable	losses—	
and	our	data	suggest	that	the	staff	and	poli-
cies	of	local	bars	can	make	a	difference”
	 The	grant	provides	funding	for	special-
ized	training	for	bartenders	and	servers,	and	
for	the	development	of	local	media	messages	
designed	 to	 encourage	 safe	 transportation	
home	from	local	establishments,	especially	
during	late	night	hours.	

McCune 
Foundation 
awards $360,000 
for community 
organizing

The	 McCune	 Foundation--now	 cel-
ebrating its	20th	Anniversary--has	award-
ed	 more	 than	 $360,000	 for	 community	
organizing	 and	 social	 justice	 initiatives	
in	Santa	Barbara	and	Ventura	Counties.	Fif-
teen	grants	were	made	to	support	organiz-
ing	efforts	by	farm	workers,	renters,	parents,	
youth	and	others	seeking	to	 improve	their	
lives	and	neighborhoods.	
	 “The	 vision	 that	 drives	 the	 work	 of	
the	 McCune	 Foundation	 is	 to	 strengthen	
the	 fabric	 of	 communities	 in	 Santa	 Bar-
bara	 and	 Ventura	 Counties	 so	 that	 the	
residents	 are	 capable	 of	 working	 together	
to	 improve	 the	 conditions	 of	 everyday	
life,”	 said	 Sandra	 Ball-Rokeach,	 one	 of	 the	
Foundation’s	 founding	 Board	 members.	
	 In	 2010,	 the	 Foundation	 provided	 32	
grants	totaling	more	than	$710,000.	Grass-
roots	 organizations	 that	 meet	 the	 Foun-
dation’s	 funding	 guidelines	 and	 that	 are	
interested	 in	 being	 considered	 for	 a	 grant	
may	submit	a	 letter	of	 inquiry	by	the	next	
deadline	on	January	14,	2011.	Details	on	ap-
plying	for	a	grant	are	available	at	www.mc-
cunefoundation.org.	
The	 McCune	 Foundation	 was	 established	
in	1990	by	Sara	Miller	McCune	and	the	late	
George	D.	McCune.	The	Foundation	makes	
grants	in	Santa	Barbara	and	Ventura	Coun-

Foster 
parenting 
informational 
meeting
	
On	 Tuesday,	 January	 18,	 6	 -	 8	 PM	 learn	
how	 you	 can	 become	 a	 partner	 in	 car-
ing	 at	 a	 Foster	 Parenting	 Informational	

Open letter 
from VCTA
by David P. Grau
Member of the Board, Ventura County Tax-
payers Association

	 So	far,	the	Ventura	City	Council	and	
City	 Manager	 haven’t	 suffered	 the	 fall-
out	from	the	pension	bomb	that	explod-
ed	in	October	2010.		And	perhaps	they	don’t	
deserve	to.	But	both	elected	and	appointed	
officials	 in	 Ventura	 may	 want	 to	 reflect	
on	 the	 role	 their	 union	 enthusiasms	 have	
played	in	this	pension	train	wreck.
	 The	bomb	was	in	the	form	of	an	actu-
arial	report	from	the	CalPERS	pension	ad-
ministrator.	The	administrator	notified	the	
city	 its	 annual	 pension	 costs	 will	 increase	
28%	 next	 year	 to	 $12.6	 million,	 with	 even	
larger	increases	over	the	next	two	years.		This	
increase	in	pension	costs	and	the	inevitable	
reduction	 in	 city	 services	 should	 be	 of	 no	
surprise	to	city	officials.		
	 To	keep	this	in	perspective,	the	cost	of	
next	 years	 $2.8	 million	 pension	 increase	
would	 wipe	 out	 the	 entire	 budgets	 for	 (1)	
Downtown	 Cleaning,	 (2)	 Citywide	 Pave-
ment	Maintenance,	and	(3)	the	Aquatic	Cen-
ter.		Each	year	as	unions	demand	more,	and	
pension	costs	grow,	additional	services	must	
be	eliminated.
	 As	 shocking	 as	 a	 28%	 increase	 in	 pen-
sion	costs	may	be,	the	potential	future	cost	
to	taxpayers	as	a	result	of	some	irresponsible	
decisions	at	City	Hall	is	astonishing.	
	 First,	the	city	buckled	to	pressure	from	
the	police	union	by	granting	enhanced	pen-
sion	benefits	that	the	County	of	Ventura	re-
fused	to	give	their	own	safety	unions.	Then	
in	the	spring	of	this	year,	the	city	agreed	to	
similar	 benefits	 for	 the	 firefighter’s	 union	
costing	$593,000	per	year	going	forward.	Fi-
nally,	through	various	labor	agreements,	the	
city	has	agreed	to	let	taxpayers	pony	up	most	
of	 what	 union	 members	 would	 normally	
contribute	towards	their	own	pension.	The	
free	lunch.
	 How	have	these	pension	giveaways	im-
pacted	the	pension	plan?	 	From	mid-2004	
through	 mid-2007	 the	 pensions	 for	 safety	
and	 non-safety	 had	 a	 combined	 average	
deficit	of	$20.9	million.	Two	years	later,	the	
combined	 deficit	 ballooned	 to	 an	 unsus-
tainable	$178.5	million!		Some	City	officials	
will	try	to	deflect	blame	by	saying	the	stock	
market	crash	caused	the	deterioration	of	the	
pension	plans.		Don’t	expect	them	to	com-
ment	about	their	own	enthusiastic	embrace	
of	union	officials	in	exchange	for	labor	peace	
and	reelection.
	 City	 officials	 have	 a	 fiduciary	 respon-
sibility	 that	 extends	 beyond	 the	 205	 safety	
and	 437	 non-safety	 employees	 represented	
by	various	bargaining	units.		Simply	cutting	
services	for	tax	paying	residents	in	favor	of	
union	demands	is	a	wrong	choice.	
	 The	pension	problems	apparent	in	the	
actuary’s	report	are	largely	self-inflicted.	City	
officials	 will	 be	 held	 accountable	 to	 solve	
them,	or	suffer	the	fall-out.

ties.	Its	goal	is	to	build	social	capital	through	
empowerment	and	engagement	of	 citizens	
at	the	grassroots	level.	

Meeting.	Over	600	children	are	currently	
in	foster	homes	 in	Ventura	County,	and	
every	day,	another	child	is	removed	from	
their	 home	 because	 they	 have	 been	 ne-
glected,	 abused	 or	 abandoned.	 Discover	
how	 the	 healing,	 support	 and	 guidance	
of	 a	 loving	 foster	 home	 can	 offer	 a	 lo-
cal	 child	 a	 better	 tomorrow.	 You	 could	
be	the	answer	to	a	child	in	crisis	in	your	
community.	The	meeting	will	be	held	at	
855	 Partridge	 Drive,	 Ventura.	 For	 more	
information	call	654-3456	or	go	to	www.
vchsa.org/foster.

	 Your	generous	donations	are	appreci-
ated.	Meditation	Mount,10340	Reeves	Rd.
646-5508	or	www.meditationmount.org	
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Show Time

Music calendar 
12/29 to 1/11
For more events go to Fun-in-Ventura.com

Andre’s Wine Bar
1575 Spinnaker Dr.
805-642-9463
1/2	Sun:	Teresa	Russell	3-6pm

Blackbeard’s Seaside BBQ
1591 Spinnaker Dr. #115
805-650-7773
Fri.	12/31:	Ray	Jay	9pm-1am
Sat.	1/1:	Bar	Stool	Pigeons	6-10pm
Sun.	1/	2:	Blue	Stew	2-6pm
Wed		1/5:	Karaoke	every	Wed
Thur.	1/6:	Bottom	Feeders	6:30-9:30pm
Fri.	1/7:	Addres	Attic	6-10pm
Sun.	1/9:	Blue	Stew	2-6pm

Bombay’s Bar & Grill
143 S. California St.
805-643-4404
Wed.	12/29:	All	Star	Blues	Night
Fri.	12/31:	New	Year’s	Eve	Celebration	–	Live	
Band	&	DJ
Wed.	1/5:	All	Star	Blues	Night

Cafe Fiore  
66 California St.
805-653-1266
Thur.	12/30:	Coso	Live
Fri.	12/31:	New	Year’s	Eve	Celebration	–	Live	
Band	&	DJ
Sun.	1/	2:	Reggae	Sundays
Sun.	1/9:	Reggae	Sundays

Charline’s
546 Main St.
805-652-2255
Wed.	12/29:	Smooth	Sax	with	Del	Franklin
Sun.	1/2:	Sunday	Funday	Band
Tue.	1/4:	Reggae	Tuesdays
Wed.	1/5:	Smooth	Sax	with	Del	Franklin
Sun.	1/9:	Sunday	Funday	Band
Tue.	1/11:	Reggae	Tuesdays

GiGi’s Coctail Lounge
2493 Grand Ave.
805-642-2411
Fri	12/31:	Agents	of	Kaos	–	Hip,	edgy	classic	
rock
Sun	1/2:	Karaoke	Sunday	Nights	with	Steve	
Luke	7pm	
Sat	1/	8:	Teresa	Russell
Sun	1/9:	Karaoke	Sunday	Nights	with	Steve	
Luke	7pm	

It’s All Good Bar & Grill
533 E. Main St.
805-641-9951
Wed.	12/29:	Open	Mike	Night
Wed.	1/5:	Open	Mike	Night

Majestic Theater
26 S. Chestnut St.
805-653-0118
Thur.	1/6:	40	oz	to	Freedom	8pm

Fri.	 1/7:	 Paul	 Dianno	 (from	 Iron	 Maiden)	
8pm

W2O  Rooftop Lounge
598 E. Main St.
805-643-6800
Fri.	12/	31:	New	Year’s	Eve	Celebration	-	The	
Bomb	&	DJ	Nick	Dean

Zoey’s Café
185 E. Santa Clara St.
805-652-1137
Wed.	12/29:	The	White	Buffalo		8pm
Thur.	12/30:	Beat	BC	in	the	VC	Benefit	Con-
cert	6pm
Fri.	 12/31:	 New	 Year’s	 Eve	 Celebration	 -	
Brother	Sal	full	band,	Brian	Wright	
Sun.	1/2:	The	Danvilles,	Vernabeware	&	The	
Nervous	Wreckords	8pm
Mon.	1/3:	Airborne	Age		8pm
Tue.	1/4:	Happens	Again		8pm
Thur.	1/6:	Kevin	Bernstein		8pm
Fri.	1/7:	Kinfolk		8pm
Tue.	1/11:	Blue	Grass	Jam		6pm

Master sound engineer Jeff Cowan is the true 
treasure at Goldmine Recording Studio. 
Two on the Aisle

There’s a 
goldmine in 
Ventura
by Jim Spencer and Shirley Lorraine

	 There’s	 an	 actual	 goldmine	 in	 Ven-
tura.	 	For	 the	past	 three	decades	 its	 tre-
asures	 have	 been	 discovered	 and	 mined	
by	many	-	from	Kenny	Loggins	and	Big	Bad	
Voodoo	Daddy	to	Dr.	Billy	Graham,	Shania	
Twain,	The	Judds,	Sunkist	and	Dr.	Pepper,	
to	mention	only	a	few	from	a	very	long	ros-
ter	of	well-known	names.		It	is	the	Goldmine	
Recording	Studio.
	 The	nugget	at	the	center	of	the	Goldmi-
ne	operation	 is	Ventura	native	 Jeff	Cowan,	
who	has	been	helping	artists,	corporations,	
choirs	and	individuals	sound	their	best	since	
founding	the	studio	in	1979.		Artists	travel	
from	 great	 distances	 to	 utilize	 his	 talents	
and	facilities.
	 When	 you	 pass	 through	 Goldmine’s	
nondescript	entry	door	in	an	industrial	area	
on	Callens	Road	in	Ventura	you	find	your-
self	in	an	environment	that	exudes	the	same	
comfort,	geniality	and	competence	as	sound	
guru	 Cowan	 himself.	 	 Services	 include	 re-
cording	and	editing	as	well	as	intangible,	yet	
invaluable,	“extras”	such	as	personal	consul-
tation	and	suggestions	to	enhance	the	per-
formance.			
Newer	 artists	 and	 bands	 working	 on	 the-
ir	first	CD	will	find	Cowan	to	be	a	helpful	
mentor,	as	well	as	an	accomplished	audio	ar-
tist.		He	can	link	up	performers	with	additio-
nal	musicians	and	instrumentation	to	flesh	
out	a	special	sound	or	direct	the	novice	to	
companies	 to	 assist	 in	 the	 manufacturing,	
replicating	and	packaging	their	new	CDs,	as	
well	as	re-mastering	home	recordings	–	and	
it	is	all	very	affordable.
	 The	recording	areas	in	most	studios	are	
surrounded	 by	 sterile	 forms	 of	 baffling	 to	
control	and	absorb	unwanted	sound.	 	But	
the	 interior	 of	 the	 Goldmine	 Studio	 is	 a	
fantasy	in	black	and	tan	warm	wood	tones,	
much	 like	 the	 interior	 of	 a	 fabled	 mines-
haft.		It	has	walls	covered	with	a	mixture	of	
black	 sound-absorbing	 material	 and	 floor-
to-ceiling	 strips	 of	 various	 porous	 woods	
selectively	placed	to	cushion	or	reflect	audio	
waves,	as	necessary.	 	Consequently,	each	of	
Goldmine’s	recording	areas	has	a	unique	so-
und	quality.
	 With	5,400	square	feet	of	space,	Goldmi-
ne	can	accommodate	big	choirs,	full	bands	
with	large	brass	and	instrument	sections,	or	
just	an	individual	performer	with	an	acous-
tic	guitar.		In	addition	to	live	recording	and	
mixing,	Cowan	has	a	small	studio	dedicated	
to	 mastering	 or	 re-mastering	 recordings	
made	at	other	locations.		
	 Cowan’s	 services	 are	 not	 boxed-in	 by	
the	 walls	 of	 the	 Goldmine	 Recording	 Stu-
dio.		He	also	makes	live,	on-site	recordings	of	
concerts	in	a	variety	of	venues,	from	churc-
hes	 and	 outdoor	 events	 to	 larger	 concerts	
in	arenas,	such	as	Nokia	Center	in	L.A.	and	
Flushing	Meadows	in	New	York.		
	 As	a	sound	engineer,	Cowan	makes	sure	

everyone	at	outdoor	venues	hosting	crowds	
from	 14	 to	 14,000+	 can	 hear	 the	 speakers	
and	performers.		For	17	years	he	has	provi-
ded	 sound	 engineering	 assistance	 for	 Dr.	
Billy	Graham	at	sites	and	events	around	the	
world.	In	this	capacity,	he	has	been	called	to	
travel	to	distant	lands	such	as	Latvia	and	Es-
tonia	to	work	his	audio	magic.		
	 Despite	the	big	time	flavor	of	his	creden-
tials,	for	Jeff	Cowan	everything	comes	back	
to	the	hometown.			One	of	his	biggest	joys	
is	helping	local	artists	with	their	first	recor-
dings.
So,	the	next	time	you	purchase	a	music	CD,	
read	the	back	to	see	where	it	was	recorded	or	
mixed.	You	might	well	see	the	name	Gold-
mine	 Studios.	 You’ll	 know	 that	 the	 magic	
happened	right	here	in	Ventura.

Internationally 
known stone 
masons group 
to return to 
Serra Cross Park
	 The	Serra	Cross	Conservancy,	which	
owns	the	Father	Serra	Cross	and	one	acre	
of	 land	 surrounding	 it	 in	 Ventura’s	
Grant	 Park,	 is	 once	 again	 welcoming	
the	 Stone	 Foundation,	 aka	 the	 Roc-
knockers,	 for	 a	 Dry	 Stone	 Walling	
Workshop	 and	 Symposium	 January	
4-15.
	 Led	 by	 stonemasons	 from	 around	
the	 globe,	 the	 group	 will	 build	 an	 el-
egant	wall	leading	to	the	site	of	the	Fa-
ther	 Serra	 Cross.	 Last	 year	 the	 group	
built	a	pair	of	stone	ramparts	flanking	
the	stairway	descending	to	the	Cross.	
	 The	 conservancy’s	 little	 piece	 of	
the	 park	 is	 blessed	 with	 the	 best	 view	
in	 Ventura	 and	 home	 to	 a	 replica	 of	
the	cross	Father	Junipero	Serra	himself	
erected	in	1782	as	a	guidepost	for	trav-
elers	 looking	for	the	San	Buenaventu-
ra	 Mission.	 Generations	 of	 Venturans	
have	 maintained	 this	 site,	 which	 was	
first	privately	owned	and	then	donated	
to	the	City	of	Ventura	for	use	as	a	park.	
The	 conservancy	 bought	 the	 property	
in	 2003	 to	 save	 the	 city	 from	 a	 costly	
lawsuit	 over	 separation-of-church-
and-state	issues	involving	the	Cross.
	 While	 this	 portion	 of	 Grant	 Park	
will	 be	 closed	 to	 cars	 during	 the	 10	
days	the	stonemasons	are	working,	the	
public	will	be	invited	to	park	a	bit	fur-
ther	 away	 and	 walk	 in	 to	 observe	 the	
proceedings.
	 Dry	 stone	 walling	 is	 a	 technique	
practiced	 over	 thousands	 of	 years	 but	
which	 has	 become	 somewhat	 of	 a	 dy-
ing	art,	said	Tomas	Lipps,	of	Santa	Fe,	
N.M.,	 who	 is	 organizing	 the	 event	 for	
the	stonemasons	group.	 	The	group	is	
donating	its	time	on	the	new	wall,	as	it	
did	last	year.	Local	sculptor	Paul	Lind-
hard	of	Art	City	is	also	involved	in	the	
project.
	 The	 sandstone	 for	 the	 project	 is	
being	 donated	 by	 Larry	 Mosler,	 who	
owns	a	quarry	in	Ojai.	
	 Most	of	the	walling	workshop	stu-
dents	will	be	young	stonemasons,	both	
male	and	female.	Traveling	to	Ventura	
and	 staying	 here	 for	 the	 duration	 of	
the	 workshop	 will	 be	 financially	 chal-
lenging	for	them.	Several	plan	to	camp	
near	 the	 workshop	 site,	 others	 would	
benefit	 from	 guest	 housing.	 Offers	 of	
housing	 from	 the	 community	 will	 be	
appreciated	 as	 well	 as	 donations	 for	
food	and	drink	for	the	workers.	 	
	 Donations	for	incidental	costs	of	the	
project	will	also	be	appreciated.	 	
	 The	 group	 will	 also	 participate	 in	
the	 Third	 Lithic	 Games,	 contests	 of	
skill	 involving	 stone-related	 activities,	
and	 will	 create	 stone-balancing	 works	
of	art	at	the	local	beach.
	 For	 more	 information	 on	 the	
group’s	 activities	 go	 to	 http://www.
stonefoundation.org
Breeze:
 Council member Christy Weir has asked 
us to pass on the following request.
“The stoneworkers work all day at the site, 
and last year were very grateful for the free 
lunches that were provided for them each 
day. If you would like to donate lunch  or 
snacks/drinks for about 25 workers on any 
of these days, please let me know. cweir@
ci.ventura.ca.us”
	
	

Top 10 Pop Singles
This Week Last Week
1. Katy Perry..........................No..1
“Firework”.(Capitol)
2. Rihanna feat. Drake..........No..3
“What’s.My.Name?”.
(SRP/Def.Jam)
3. Bruno Mars........................No..5
“Grenade”.(Elektra)
4. Pink.....................................No..2
“Raise.Your.Glass”.(LaFace)
5. Ke$ha..................................No..8
“We.R.Who.We.R”.(Kemosabe)
6. Rihanna..............................No..6
“Only.Girl.(In.the.World)”.
(SRP/Def.Jam)
7. Bruno Mars........................No..7
“Just.the.Way.You.Are”.(Elektra)
8. The Black Eyed Peas.........No..4
“The.Time.(Dirty.Bit)”.(Interscope)
9. Nelly....................................No..9
“Just.a.Dream”.(Derrty)
10. Trey Songz  
feat. Nick Minaj...................No..10
“Bottoms.Up”.(Songbook)

Top 10 Albums
1. Susan Boyle........................No..1
“The.Gift”.(SYCO/Columbia)
2. Taylor Swift........................No..2
“Speak.Now”.(Big.Machine)
3. Soundtrack.........................No..4
“Glee:.The.Music,.The.Christmas.
Album”.(20th.Century.Fox)
4..T.I.................................new.entry
“No.Mercy”.
(Grand.Hustle/Atlantic)
5. Jackie Evancho..................No..3
“O.Holy.Night”.(SYCO/Columbia)
6. Nicki Minaj........................No..8
“Pink.Friday”.(Young.Money/
Cash.Money/Universal.Motown)
7. Josh Groban.......................No..9
“Illuminations”.(143/Reprise)
8. Soundtrack.........................No..5
“Glee,.The.Music:.
Season.Two:.Volume.4”.
(20th.Century.Fox.TV/Columbia)

9. Rihanna............................No..10
“Loud”.(SRP/Def.Jam)
10..Daft Punk..................new.entry
“Tron:.Legacy.(Soundtrack)”.
(Walt.Disney)

Top 10 Hot Country Singles
1. Rascal Flatts.......................No..1
“Why.Wait”.(Big.Machine)
2. Reba....................................No..4
“Turn.on.the.Radio”.(Starstruck)
3. Jason Aldean......................No..5
“My.Kinda.Party”.(Broken.Bow)
4. Carrie Underwood.............No..7
“Mama’s.Song”.(19)
5. Tim McGraw......................No..8
“Felt.Good.On.My.Lips”.(Curb)
6. Zac Brown Band  
feat. Alan Jackson..................No..2
“As.She’s.Walking.Away”.
(Capitol.Nashville)
7. Kenny Chesney................No..11
“Somewhere.With.You”.(BNA)
8. George Strait......................No..9
“The.Breath.You.Take”.
(MCA.Nashville)
9. The Band Perry.................No..3
“If.I.Die.Young”.
(Republic.Nashville)
10. Chris Young....................No..13
“Voices”.(RCA)
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The Lighter Breeze

Solutions on page 15

Solutions on page 15
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KFWS • MindGym
December 20, 2010 

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A 
hectic period begins to wind down. 
Take time to draw some deep breaths 
and relax before getting into your next 
project. A long-absent family member 
makes contact.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
You’re eager to move forward with a 
new challenge that suddenly dropped 
in your lap. But you’d be wise to take 
this one step at a time to allow new 
developments to come through.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
You’re almost ready to make a com-
mitment. A lingering doubt or two, 
however, should be resolved before 
you move ahead. An associate could 
provide important answers.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Cau-
tion is still the watchword as you move 
closer toward a decision about a new 
situation. If you act too fast, you might 
miss some vital warning signs. Go 
slowly and stay alert.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Your 
new goal looks promising, and your 
golden touch does much to enhance its 
prospects for success. In your private 
life, Cupid does his best to make your 
new relationship special.

VIRGO (August 23 to Septem-
ber 22) That impatient side of yours 
is looking to goad you into moving 
before you’re ready to take that big 
step. Stay calm and cool. Let things 

fall into place before you act.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) A legal matter you hoped could 
finally be settled could be a pesky 
problem for a while, until all the par-
ties agree to stop disagreeing with 
each other. Be patient.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Partnerships — personal or 
professional — which began before 
the new year take on new importance. 
They also reveal some previously hid-
den risks. So be warned.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
to December 21) Your associates are 
firmly on your side, and that persis-
tent problem that has caused you to 
delay some activities should soon be 
resolved to your satisfaction.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Favorable changes con-
tinue to dominate, and you should be 
responding positively as they emerge. 
Someone wants to become more 
involved in what you’re doing.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) A friend wants to share a secret 
that could answer some questions 
you’ve wondered about for a long 
time. Meanwhile, travel aspects con-
tinue to be strong.

PISCES (February 19 to March 
20) Stay on your new course despite 
so-called well-meaning efforts to dis-
courage you. Rely on your deep sense 
of self-awareness to guide you to do 
what’s right for you. 

YOU BORN THIS WEEK: You have 
the capacity to meet challenges that 
others might find overwhelming, and 
turn them into successful ventures. 

© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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• On Jan. 9, 1768, Englishman Phil-
ip Astley stages the first modern circus 
in London. Astley, a former cavalry 
sergeant major, found that if he gal-
loped in a tight circle, centrifugal force 
allowed him to perform seemingly 
impossible feats on a horse’s back. 
He invited the public to see him wave 
his sword in the air while he rode with 
one foot on the saddle and one on the 
horse’s head.

• On Jan. 6, 1838, Samuel Morse’s 
telegraph system is demonstrated for 
the first time at the Speedwell Iron 
Works in Morristown, N.J. The tele-
graph eventually would revolutionize 
long-distance communication, reach-
ing the height of its popularity in the 
1920s and 1930s.

• On Jan. 5, 1933, construction 
begins on the Golden Gate Bridge, as 
workers started excavating 3.25 mil-
lion cubic feet of dirt for the structure’s 
huge anchorages. The Golden Gate 
Bridge officially opened on May 27, 
1937. At 3,000 feet, it was the longest 
bridge span in the world at the time.

• On Jan. 7, 1927, the Harlem Glo-
betrotters basketball team, formerly 
known as the Savoy Big Five, travels 
48 miles west from Chicago to play its 
first game, in Hinckley, Ill. The Globe-
trotters won 101 out of 117 games that 
first season.

• On Jan. 8, 1946, Elvis Presley 
receives a $6.95 guitar from the Tupelo 
Hardware Co. store for his 11th birth-
day. It’s said that what Elvis really 
wanted for his birthday that year was 
a rifle or a bicycle.

• On Jan. 4, 1974, President Rich-
ard Nixon refuses to hand over tape 
recordings and documents that had 
been subpoenaed by the Senate Water-
gate Committee. Marking the begin-
ning of the end of his presidency, 
Nixon would resign from office in dis-
grace eight months later.

• On Jan. 3, 1990, Panama’s General 
Manuel Antonio Noriega, after holing 
up for 10 days at the Vatican embassy 
in Panama City, surrenders to U.S. 
military troops to face charges of drug 
trafficking. In 1992, the former dicta-
tor was convicted of drug trafficking, 
money laundering and racketeering 
and sentenced to 40 years in prison.
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Business

 On the Coach Ron Tunick radio show 
on Ventura County radio station 1400AM
KKZZ, was Jodie York the guest of Breeze 
publisher Sheldon.
 Jodie is the manager of RPM Cycles, 
who has been in the same location since 
1987. They are located at 1495 Palma Dr. 
Unit B, at 644-7159. They are an indepen-
dent motorcycle sales and service shop.
 Jodie, and staff have a vast knowledge 
of motorcycle repair and driving so do stop 
in and speak with them, and Scamp wants 
you to know that they are “dog friendly”.
 Coach Ron is on daily from 4-6pm 
with many wonderful guests and Sheldon 
joins him from 4-4:30 on Mondays.
 

The Best Guests in America!
 Carol Burnett
 Judy Collins
 Mike Farrell
 Shirley Jones
 Marlo Thomas
 Dan Rather

http://brainstorminonline.com

On Mon. - Fri.
9:00 ‘til 11:00

by Mira Reverente

Always	 independent	 and	 career-ori-
ented,	 Gina	 Esherick	 was	 a	 new	 mom	
with	a	new	mission	-	a	home-based	busi-
ness	so	she	could	stay	home	with	her	new-
born	daughter.	
	 “I	love	fashion	and	dressing	up	so	re-
tail	clothing	was	a	natural	progression	for	
me,”	 said	 the	 former	 legal	 administrator	
and	owner	of	Fleur	Lilly	Boutique,	an	on-
line	children’s	clothing	boutique	based	in	
Ventura	County.
Background
	 As	a	new	mom	eight	years	ago,	Esher-
ick	knew	that	she	could	not	go	back	to	the	
corporate	 world.	 She	 wanted	 to	 emulate	
her	mom’s	hands-on	parenting	style.
	 Drawing	on	her	background	in	bridal	
jewelry	and	gemology,	Esherick	“tested	the	
waters”	with	friends.	During	her	numerous	
travels,	 she	made	 it	a	point	 to	bring	back	
children’s	Euro	designer	clothing.	
	 “I	got	positive	feedback	so	 it	was	very	
encouraging	 to	 me,”	 said	 the	 self-taught	
entrepreneur	of	her	decision	to	launch	the	
online	children’s	boutique	in	2009.	
Luxurious but long-lasting
	 “My	decision	to	go	online	of	course	was	
influenced	by	my	desire	to	stay	home	with	
my	daughter,”	explained	Esherick	who	has	
two	local	warehouses	for	the	over	500	styles	
of	clothing	that	Fleur	Lilly	carries.
	 Two	full-time	employees	hold	the	fort,	
taking	care	of	stocking	and	shipping	orders	
to	 out-of-state	 and	 international	 clients	
while	 Esherick	 takes	 responsibility	 for	 all	
the	other	aspects	of	the	business.	
	 “I	would	say	that	90	percent	of	our	cus-
tomers	are	individuals,”	said	Esherick.	“The	
remaining	10	percent	are	re-sellers	on	EBay	
or	other	boutique	owners,”	said	Esherick.
	 There’s	 a	 varied	 assortment	 of	 cloth-

ing	 and	 accessories	 for	 newborns	 up	 to	
14-year-olds.	“I	get	a	lot	of	requests	to	carry	
certain	brands	but	what	I	really	look	for	are	
durability,	quality	and	uniqueness,”	she	ex-
plained.
	 Esherick	does	due	diligence	before	the	
start	of	certain	seasons	by	attending	fash-
ion	 shows	 to	 check	 on	 trends,	 patterns,	
colors	and	styles.	“I	also	listen	to	my	clients	
and	I	will	adjust	 if	certain	brands	or	 lines	
are	not	moving,”	she	said.
	 With	her	boutique,	Esherick	tries	to	hit	
several	 segments	 of	 the	 market	 from	 mid	
to	high-end,	from	stay-at-home	to	celebrity	
parents.	“I	have	really	sturdy	and	fashion-
able	 clothes	 for	 school,	 playing	 or	 paint-
ing,”	she	stated.	
Specialty market
	 According	 to	 Esherick,	 the	 recession	
seems	to	have	minimal	or	no	effect	on	the	
online	shopping	market.	“Today,	this	order	
just	came	in	for	71	pieces,”	Esherick	proud-
ly	related.
	 “It’s	 really	 a	 specialty	 market,”	 she	
described	 her	 niche	 that	 will	 spring	 for	
pricey	dresses	for	little	girls.	At	$170,	Es-
herick	described	the	most	expensive	item	
that	 the	 boutique	 carries:	 a	 celebrity-in-
spired	party	dress	with	intricate	beading	
and	 rhinestones,	 with	 a	 matching	 faux	
fur	hat.
	 She	gets	the	word	out	through	e-mail	
blasts	 and	 local	 advertising.	 To	 hit	 her	
online	 market	 better,	 she	 has	 also	 hired	
a	 search	 engine	 optimization	 (SEO)	 staff	
“just	 to	 ensure	 that	 Fleur	 Lilly	 is	 coming	
up	near	the	top,	if	not	on	top	if	the	list,	for	
Google	and	other	online	searches.”
	 Competitors	abound.	However,	Esher-
ick	 estimates	 only	 about	 seven	 high-end	
online	boutiques	 like	Fleur	Lilly,	a	couple	
of	which	have	retail	stores.	
Next stop: retail store
	 “Hopefully,	by	the	spring	of	2011	but	I	
haven’t	found	a	location	yet,”	Esherick	said.	
“I’ll	start	looking	after	the	holidays.”
	 For	more	information:	Fleur	Lilly	Bou-
tique,	www.fleurlilly.com	or.358.4900

Fleur Lilly Boutique will be showing these 
clothes coming this summer

Business 
Profile: Fleur 
Lilly 
Boutique

Ventura 
Chamber is 
moving to 
Downtown!
by Sandra Burkhart
President and CEO Ventura Chamber of Com-
merce

	 Arriving	 as	 the	 new	 CEO	 of	 the	
Ventura	 Chamber	 of	 Commerce	 seven	
months	ago,	one	of	my	early	goals	was	

to	 reach	 out	 to	 important	 partner	 or-
ganizations	and	explore	opportunities	
to	 leverage	 shared	 resources	 and	 find	
more	ways	to	work	together,	especially	
during	 these	 challenging	 economic	
times.	 I	 am	 pleased	 to	 announce	 one	
such	key	partnership.
	 The	Ventura	Chamber	and	the	City	
of	 Ventura	 have	 agreed	 to enter	 into	
a	 leasing	 agreement	 whereby,	 begin-
ning	 January	 1,	 2011,	 the	 Chamber	
will	 lease	 approximately	 2,000	 square	
feet	of	office	space	from	the	City	in	the	
City	Hall	building	cluster.	This	will	re-
sult	 in	 reduced	 operational	 costs	 and	
streamlined	 systems	 for	 the	 Chamber	
and	the	potential	to	better	collaborate	
with	 the	 City	 to	 foster	 investment	 in	
new	and	existing	local	businesses.
	 The	 Chamber,	 along	 with	 its	 Edu-
cation	 Foundation,	 a	 501(c)3	 non-
profit	 organization,	 will	 take	 up	 resi-
dency	 adjacent	 to	 the	 City’s	 Ventura	
Ventures	 Technology	 Center	 business	
Incubator.	The	Chamber	will	move	its	
offices	 from	 its	 current	 location	 on	
Victoria	 Avenue	 to	 its	 new	 offices	 on	
the	 ground	 level	 at	 505	 Poli	 Street	 in	
downtown	 Ventura.	 The	 Chamber’s	
closer	proximity	to	City	Hall	will	allow	
greater	 interaction	 between	 the	 busi-
ness	 community	 and	 the	 City	 govern-
ment’s	valuable	business	resources.
	 One	 of	 the	 key	 reasons	 the	 Cham-
ber	is	making	this	move	is	because	it’s	
an	 advantageous	 way	 to	 further	 ad-
vance	 a	 pro-business	 climate	 in	 Ven-
tura.	In	collaboration	with	the	City	of	
Ventura,	 the	 Chamber	 can	 better	 ad-
vocate	 for	 the	 business	 community—
both	 by	 attracting	 new	 businesses	 to	
Ventura	and	by	sustaining	the	growth	
of	 existing	 Ventura	 companies.	 There	
is	 also	 a	 tremendous	 cost	 savings	 for	
the	 Chamber,	 and	 in	 this	 economy	
attention	 to	 the	 bottom-line	 is	 both	
necessary	and	prudent.	Beyond	that,	it	
will	open	up	new	doors	for	strengthen-
ing	the	Ventura	business	community.
	 This	new	leasing	arrangement	also	
will	also	allow	the	public	to	have	great-
er	 access	 to	 services	 offered	 through	
the	 Chamber,	 such	 as	 SCORE	 (Service	
Corps	 of	 Retired	 Executives)	 and	 EDC-
VC	 (Economic	 Development	 Collab-
orative	 Ventura	 County).	 The	 City	 is	
offering	the	Chamber	a	very	fair	leasing	
service	 contract,	 which	 in	 turn	 allows	
the	Chamber	to	re-allocate	its	resources	
more	 effectively,	 which	 will	 greatly	 im-
prove	Chamber	programs	and	offerings.
	 This	 collaboration	 also	 creates	 a	
fresh,	one-stop-shop	approach	for	new	
businesses.	 The	 Chamber	 can	 advise	
and	 support	 new	 businesses	 in	 their	
earliest	stages,	raising	awareness	of	ev-
erything	 from	 municipal	 regulations	
and	 procedures	 to	 programs	 like	 the	
City’s	 Ventura	 Ventures	 Technology	
Center	business	incubator	for	start-up	
technology	companies.
	 Additionally,	the	Chamber	is	bring-
ing	 back	 its	 annual	 State	 of	 the	 City	
event	in	February,	co-sponsored	by	the	
City	of	Ventura.	The	Chamber	will	also	
be	 co-sponsoring	 the	 City’s	 Business	
Summit	in	March,	a	free	workshop	de-
signed	to	highlight	important	resourc-
es	 and	 services	 for	 the	 business	 com-
munity,	many	of	which	are	free.		These	
are	 just	a	few	of	the	new	offerings	the	
City	 and	 Chamber	 will	 be	 collaborat-
ing	on	with	this	new	partnership.
	 I	would	like	to	take	this	opportuni-
ty	 to	 thank	 Sheeler	 Moving	 and	 Stor-
age	for	assisting	us	with	our	move.	We	
are	 in	 good	 hands	 as	 we	 transition	 to	
our	new	location.
	 The	Chamber	offices	will	be	closed	

by Kimberly Castro

	 Thanks	 to	a	 local	 frozen	yogurt	 lov-
ing	Pierpont	family…Pierpont	finally	has	
its	own	little	yogurt	store	called	the	Yo-
gurt	Hut.		The	store’s	official	opening	
occurred	 on	 December	 1	 and	 the	 200	
free	t-shirts	that	were	given	away,	soon	
became	 the	 instant	 fashion	 statement	
at	Pierpont	Elementary	School.		Don’t	
worry	 if	 you	 didn’t	 get	 one,	 they	 will	
soon	 be	 offered	 for	 sale	 at	 the	 Yogurt	
Hut.	 	 Samantha	 and	 Keith	 Repult	 are	
the	proud	owners	who	themselves	have	

The new Yogurt Hut - truly a family business

Pierpont loves 
their yogurt

the	week	of	December	27th	to	accom-
modate	 our	 move.	 The	 offices	 will	 be	
re-opened	 for	 business	 on	 Monday,	
January	 3	 at	 8AM.	 Happy	 holidays	 to	
everyone,	and	I	look	forward	to	seeing	
you	 at	 our	 new	 offices	 in	 downtown	
Ventura	next	year!
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been	 Pierpont	 residents	 for	 the	 past	
five	 years.	 	 You	 can	 typically	 find	 ei-
ther	one	of	them	working	at	the	shop	
or	one	of	their	two	daughters.		In	oth-
er	 words,	 it’s	 truly	 a	 family	 business.		
Samantha’s	 fondness	 for	 the	 light	
and	 tasty	 dessert	 is	 what	 prompted	
the	 couple	 to	 delve	 into	 the	 business.		
Also,	 the	 availability	 of	 a	 great	 loca-
tion	(corner	of	Pierpont	and	Seaward)	
to	place	their	business	made	the	dream	
a	reality.		
	 Before	 starting	 the	 business,	 Sa-
mantha	 and	 Keith	 visited	 tons	 of	 yo-
gurt	 shops	 to	 find	 out	 what	 the	 best	
practices	and	offerings	were	needed	to	
make	the	Yogurt	Hut	a	unique	experi-
ence.		They	also	attended	frozen	yogurt	
conventions	in	order	to	secure	the	best	
equipment	 and	 the	 very	 best	 product.		
The	 Repults	 wanted	 the	 Yogurt	 Hut	
to	be	a	gathering	spot	for	families	and	
friends	to	meet	and	feel	welcomed	while	
enjoying	 their	 delicious	 frozen	 yogurt	
treats.		They	are	currently	in	the	process	
of	acquiring	outside	heaters	to	provide	
a	 comfortable	 environment	 when	 the	
temperatures	dip	in	the	evenings.	 	The	
Repults	 want	 the	 store	 to	 be	 a	 reflec-
tion	 of	 the	 Pierpont	 lifestyle…easy	 go-
ing,	welcoming	and	community	orient-
ed.		They	have	already	contributed	to	a	
local	surf	competition	and	continue	to	
look	 for	 opportunities	 to	 support	 the	
local	area.
	 The	 Yogurt	 Hut	 differentiates	 it-
self	 from	 the	 competition	 by	 truly	
making	the	needs	of	their	customers	a	
priority.	 They	 will	 be	 offering	 a	 daily	
selection	 of	 eight	 different	 flavors	 of	
yogurt.		One	of	the	flavors	will	always	
be	 gluten	 free	 and	 another	 flavor	 will	
always	 be	 sugar	 free,	 offering	 some-
thing	 for	 anyone	 who	 may	 be	 lactose	
intolerant	 or	 diabetic.	 	 They	 also	 will	
feature	 a	 selection	 of	 over	 50	 fresh	
toppings	 ranging	 from	 different	 fla-
vors	 of	 candy	 to	 fresh	 fruit	 options.		
In	 addition,	 Samantha	 is	 also	 always	
looking	 for	 new	 interesting	 products	
to	 add	 to	 the	 toppings	 bar.	 	 Last	 but	
certainly	not	 least,	Samantha	stressed	
to	 me	 that	 cleanliness	 is	 a	 priority	 at	
the	store	and	they	strive	to	always	have	
this	 reflected	 both	 inside	 and	 outside	
the	store.		Fun,	family,	friends	and	fro-
zen	yogurt	all	 in	one	place	who	could	
ask	for	more!
	 The	 Yogurt	 Hut,1038	 S	 Seaward	
Ave,	 643-8808.	 Hours:	 Sun.-Thurs.	
11am-9pm,	 Fri.	 &	 Sat.	 11am-10pm.	
Email:	 yoguthut@aol.com	 They	 also	
can	be	found	on	Facebook	and	you	can	
pick	up	a	copy	of	the	Ventura	Breeze	to	
enjoy	with	your	yogurt

Don’t wake 
me while I am 
sleeping
by Coach Ron Tunick

	 Go	 from	 Apathy	 to	 winning…if	 you	
wake	up.
	 We	all	have	been	sleeping	 for	a	 long	
time.	 Sleeping	 on	 the	 job….sleeping	 on	
our	 personal	 lives	 and	 sleeping	 on	 your	
watch	while	our	country	has	lost	its	spir-
it.	Maybe	we	all	have	lost	a	little	spirit	in	
our	lives.
	 Apathy…that	 is	what	we	have	 in	our	
daily	lives.	This	book…I	hope	might	give	
you	some	spirit…some	hope…maybe	even	
a	kick	in	the	you	know	what.	We	need	to	
all	wake	up.	We	are	all	tied	together.	Tied	
together	in	so	many	ways.
	 Apathy	 means	 a	 lack	 of	 caring…loss	
of	enthusiasm.
	 Apathy	 can	 be	 cured	 like	 other	 hor-
rible	ills.
	 My	first	book,	“The	Thinking	Room”	
is	 about	 the	 process	 of	 thinking	 differ-
ently	 to	 win	 in	 life.	 This	 book	 is	 about	
getting	 involved	 in	 your	 life,	 your	 com-
munity	and	our	country.
	 If	 we	 do	 not	 wake	 up…there	 will	 be	
no	 more	 America	 as	 we	 come	 to	 know	
the	greatest	Country	in	the	history	of	the	
world.
	 “In	 The	 Thinking	 Room”	 A	 New	
Book	 by	 “Coach”	 Ron	 Tunick	 (www.in-
thethinkingroom.com).
	 Everyone	wants	to	know	the	path	to	
success.	 	 In	The	Thinking	Room,	Coach	
Ron	 Tunick	 shares	 his	 personal	 path	 to	
success:	thinking.	His	revolutionary	ideas	
and	practical	advice	offer	the	reader	new	
insight	for	achieving	goals.
	 “My	 book	 will	 give	 you	 the	 tech-
niques.	 	You	provide	the	faith.		Your	life	
will	change.”
	 I	 will	 explain	 how	 The	 Thinking	
Room	 concept	 revolutionizes	 your	 very	
approach	 to	 life	 and	 business.	 Our	
thoughts	are	 the	most	powerful	 tool	we	
have	 to	 succeed	 in	 every	 area.	 Thinking	
is	becoming	more	and	more	crucial.	We	
have	 more	 competition.	 We	 have	 more	
government	regulations.	We	have	smart-
er,	more	 informed	customers.	You	must	
enter	The	Thinking	Room.	

2010 Ventura Photo Contest 
winners announced
	 Adult	 and	 youth	 winners	 of	 the	 seventh	 annual	 City	 sponsored	 ‘Take	
a	 Shot!’	 digital	 photography	 contest	 have	 been	 announced	 and	 include	
Breeze	 publisher	 Sheldon	 Brown	 and	 Breeze	 contributing	 photographer	
John	Ferritto.	
	 “The	 ‘Take	 a	 Shot!’	 digital	 photography	 contest	 received	 more	 than	
100	 online	 submissions	 this	 year	 capturing	 from	 many	 perspectives	 the	
diversity	 of	 people	 and	 cultures	 in	 our	 community	 as	 well	 as	 our	 city’s	
stunning	natural	 landscapes,”	 said	Department	of	Parks	and	Recreation	
Community	Partnerships	Manager	Denise	Sindelar.		
	 View	the	winners	and	all	entries	online	at	www.cityofventura.net/pho-
tocontest	or	they	are	on	display	at	City	Hall.

John Ferritto

John Ferritto

Sheldon Brown

Business Breeze bragging rights
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Mexican Food.
Margaritas.
Happy Hour.
Salsa Bar.

Mexican Food.
Margaritas.
Happy Hour.
Salsa Bar.

Award WinningAward Winning

Ventura

CamarilloOxnard

Simi Valley

www.yolandasmexicancafe.com

Ventura Automotive 
Complete Repair and Service

Gold Shield & Test Only Station

We offer Financing! No credit check 
(valid checking account required).

Open Seven days 8am to 7pm and Sundays too!
500 N. Ventura Avenue, Ventura

648.5262/218.9846
vtaautorepair.com

$39.95
Smog Check, Certifi cate Extra

(Most Vehicles)
In & Out Quickly!

Change ownership, test only, out of state, 
gross polluters, bi-annual inspections.

Must present Coupon Expires 1/31/11

Open Seven days 8am to 7pm and Sundays too!

Alternator and starter

Battery, wiring, lights 
and radio

Body and hardware

Body electrical

Brakes and wheels

Cooling

Cruise control

Drive shaft and axles

Engine

Flywheel, clutch 
and gearshift

Front suspension

Fuel and exhaust

Heat and air 
conditioning

Rear suspension

Steering gear, 
linkage and pumps

Transmission

Tune-up and 
emissions

Window motors and 
regulators only

Specializing in:

Import and Domestic.
We certify diesel trucks.

Emergency Service 
24/7

657.8341   866.304.2957
Sponsored by Bail Bond Services of Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties 877.774.BAIL

Ventura Breeze Service Directory

Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. 
Just contact advertising@venturabreeze.com or call 653-0791 for further information and to place your ad.

Mail BoxesCustom Embroidery Art, Design, Printing

Walk-ins welcome        •        Open @ 9:30am, 7 days a week

Magic Touch
Hair Salon Yong-Hee WrightOwner

Free haircut with 
color or perm

(New customers only. Must bring ad)

OR
Free hair style or

 blow dry
(Must bring ad)

805.647.2501        •         9294 Telephone Road / Petit        •        Ventura, CA 93004

 The Cheap Host is your premier provider for all hosting needs.  We are a 
friendly hard working team of dedicated individuals. We strive to provide 

cheap hosting and the best prices on Domain Names around. Check out 
our site and Contact Us if you have any questions. 

thecheaphost.com

The future is now.
Keep	up	with	local	business!

Come	visit	us!

www.venturabreeze.com

Mon-Thur 11am to 9pm
Fri-Sat 11am to 10pm
Sunday 10am to 9pm

Happy Hours

Monday to Friday

4 to 7pm

Live Music

Friday Nights

138 W. Main St., Ventura         805.652.0338       Across from Vons

FREE soda Monday thru Friday 
with purchase of Lunch Buffet

(limit 4 people) Expires 1/31/11

January 8th & 9th

Serving 

Menudo

Surprisingly Original
Surprisingly Affordable
Surprisingly Surprising!

studioNothing
Commercal Art         Design
Photography Printing

805.641.1085
www.studionothing.com


