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Homeless 
shelters, 
one-way plane 
tickets, and spot 
zoning 

by Sheli Ellsworth

 Foreclosures and unemployment 
have oiled the slippery slope to homeless-
ness in the last few years.  The number of 
families in Ventura living below the Fed-
eral poverty level has doubled. No one 
wants anyone sleeping in dumpsters, un-
der bridges or in parks, but evidently we 
don’t want them in our neighborhoods 
either, because the City Council voted 6:1 
to relegate the State’s 2007 shelter man-
date to industrial areas only. The state’s 
legislation compels cities to identify at 
least one area of town where an emergen-
cy homeless shelter could open without 
being subject to a stringent conditional-
use permit or other bureaucratic hoop.
 Ventura is joining cities across the 
United States with limited resources for 
shelters and nervous homeowners with 
a NIMBY mentality. Conservative esti-
mates claim there are 600 homeless peo-
ple in Ventura.
 Homeowners and the formerly 
homeless attended the November 15th 
city council meeting to voice their con-
cerns. Those who had been homeless 
spoke about the importance of shelters 
in transforming their own lives. Those 
who own homes in target areas were wor-
ried about property values and lamented 
their own fears.  Who can blame home-
owners, already drowning in mortgages—
loaned on now-shallow property values? 
The bubble burst, and no one knows, 
when or if, home values will ever recover 
to the pre-rupture prices. Several housing
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 The Ventura Harbor “lights up the 
night, and makes quite a sight”….with 
the 34th Annual Boat Parade of Lights and 
Fireworks and it’s “Holidays in Who-
ville- Who’s Your Favorite Seuss?” pa-
rade theme on December 17 and 18 at 
7pm.   
 This two-day celebration, kicks off 
with the festive Parade of Lights Car-
nival early in the day featuring rides 
and games on the Ventura Harbor 
Village Main Lawn. And Santa & Mrs. 
Claus journey to the Harbor Village 
to greet kids young and old between 
5:30pm – 8pm. 

Ventura train 
trestle graffiti 
solution on the 
horizon
 An eyesore for as long as anyone can 
remember, the graffiti-covered train tres-
tle near the California Street off ramp on 
the 101 Freeway may soon be getting a 
paint job.
 Last year, representatives from Union 
Pacific Railroad, Caltrans and the City of 
Ventura met at Assemblymember Pedro 
Nava’s office to work on establishing a 
chain of responsibility for painting the 
structure and practical solutions to pre-
vent it from being tagged again once the 
work has been completed.
 The group is set to meet once again 
on December 14 to finalize the details.
 “The trestle marks the entrance to 
a busy tourist and business district in 
Downtown Ventura. It clearly needs to be 
cleaned up,” Nava said. “Local residents 
and city officials came to me asking for 
help in bringing the entities responsible 
together to talk. My staff and I have made 
it a priority to work on facilitating a solu-
tion that is agreeable to all parties and we 
were pleased with the results of the last 
meeting.”
 Painting the bridge will be expensive, 
Union Pacific Railroad officials have said. 
And shutting down portions of the free-
way near the bridge will be necessary. Be-

cause of the expense and effort needed, 
Union Pacific is looking to the commu-
nity for reassurances that the bridge will 
be looked after.
 At the last meeting, Caltrans offered 
to install deterrents. More will be needed, 
including lighting, signage and possibly 
camera surveillance.
 Ventura City Councilmember Christy 
Weir and Nava staffer Marie Lakin have 
both volunteered to head up any local 
fundraising and outreach efforts to help 
finish the task, if necessary.  “Painting the 
bridge has been a priority of mine for a 
long time,” Weir said.  “I am pleased to see 
the cooperation and enthusiasm to move 
forward on this project. We will work to-
gether to get the job done.”

      At the Mayor’s Arts Awards, 
held on November 18 at the 
Museum of Ventura County, six 
outstanding honorees were hon-
ored for their artistic achieve-
ments and contributions to the 
Ventura cultural community.

    Helen Yunker, shown here 
with Mayor Bill Fulton was 
honored as the 2010 Arts Pa-
tron for her generous financial 
and volunteer support of the 
arts.

    As a performer she was re-
cently seen in the Nutcracker 
presented at the Oxnard Per-
forming Arts Center.

    Mayor Fulton stated “The 
leadership exhibited by these 

people is only a sampling of the talent and dedication of our citizenry. Ventura is fortunate to 
have a vibrant and active arts community.”
 The other honorees were Jack Halbert, Sylvia White,Margaret Travers, Bob Moskowitz and 
Chris Jay.

The Boat Parade of Lights and Fireworks will kick off with the Parade of Lights Carnival on De-
cember 17

Who’s your favorite Seuss?

Trestle may soon be getting a paint job

 There will be rides and games on 
the Ventura Harbor Village Main Lawn
and fireworks immediately following 
the Parade! And on Saturday night 
only at 7pm, Aspen Helicopter whisks 
Santa and his sleigh overhead for all 
to enjoy. 
 Also enjoy holiday shopping wan-
dering through Ventura Harbor’s 
Winter Wonderland & Carnival on 
Sunday, December 19 from noon – 4 
pm.  Faux snowfall every 15 minutes, 
a full carnival with rides and games, 
fudge tasting, Dickenson carolers, a 
strolling toy soldier band, ice sculpt-
ing demonstration, holiday charac-
ters, kid’s crafts, live reindeers and 
much more.
 Explore the Ventura Harbor Vil-
lage boutiques for unique holiday gifs 
with a Holiday Sidewalk Sale and stay 
into the evening for dinner at one of 
the many restaurants to experience  
wonderful food and the sea-festive 
holiday decorations that will light up 
the Harbor Village Promenade.  Newly 
designed holiday lights and decora-
tions illuminate the Ventura Harbor 
Village this season.
 Go early to shop in the 17 Harbor 
Village stores offering wonderful last 
minute gifts for everyone on the list 
including “Seussical” hats and “socks 
for your fox!” Harbor restaurants are 
overflowing with good cheer and great 
vantage view points for the parade. 
 Admission and parking are free.
 Visit www.VenturaHarborVillage.
com or call  477-0470 for more infor-
mation or get updates on their Twitter 
and Facebook sites. 
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Let us help 
you b 

this year's Holiday Magic!

Did you know...

provides door-to-door service?

Call  805.650.6600
www.venturashuttle.com

Holiday travel is just around the corner
Enjoy the comfort of personal 

chauffeured service
Dependability at reasonable rates

Call for special rates
 • Non-Stop home to airports

 • Night on the town

 • Doctor appointments

 • Shopping

 • Corporate meetings and events

 • Senior citizen travels

 • Charters to accomodate large groups

Ventura County Shuttle, Inc.

FREE Parking at the Holiday Inn parking lot         1080 Navigator Dr., Ventura      PSC 6291

805.650.6600

Let us be your 
sleigh ride to LAX...

Depart Ventura
4:30am • 6:30am • 8:30am  • 10:45am • 1pm • 
3:15pm • 5:30pm • 7:30pm 
•  Oxnard departs 15 minutes later.
•  No departures: 7:30pm Vta, 7:45pm Oxn,
9:30pm LAX-on Saturdays only.

Depart LAX
6:30am • 8:30am • 11am • 1pm • 3:15pm • 
5:30pm • 7:30pm •  9:30pm

Depart Ventura
4:30am • 6:30am • 8:30am  • 10:45am • 1pm • 
Depart VenturaDepart Ventura

$35.00 one way for travel.
Round trip $65.00

e-tickets online at www.venturashuttle.com

Depart VenturaDepart VenturaDepart Ventura

1080 Navigator Dr., Ventura      1080 Navigator Dr., Ventura      PSC 6291

805.650.6600805.650.6600

 one way for travel.
$65.00

e-tickets online at www.venturashuttle.come-tickets online at www.venturashuttle.com

sleigh ride to LAX...sleigh ride to LAX...

301 East Main Street
(805) 643-7701

Ventura hours: 
Monday-Sunday 
7:00am to 2:30pm
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The Ventura Breeze is your free local community 
newspaper published every other Wednesday and 

circulated throughout Ventura and to many locations 
in Ojai and the Channel Islands Harbor located 

in Oxnard.

Opinion/Editorial

Mailbox

We are prone to judge success by the index of our salaries or the 
size of our automobiles rather than by the quality of our service 
and relationship to mankind.
      – Martin Luther King, Jr.

Sheldon Brown
Publisher

n   The recent Nutcrac-
ker presented at the 
Oxnard Performing 
Arts Center (what a 
shame we don’t have 
somewhere here for 
these events) was out-
standing.

 Presented by the Ventura County Bal-
let Company (Kathleen Noblin, Executive 
Director) this was the first year of having 
a live orchestra from Ventura College.
 Truthfully I has my doubts about the 
orchestra but they were outstanding under 
the direction of Robert E. Lawson.
 And, as always it was wonderful to see 
our own Sandra and Jordan Laby, Miche-
line and Albert Sakharoff and Ann deal be-
ing some of the sponsors of the event.
 If you missed it this year be sure to go 
next year a real treat and be sure to bring a 
little kid with you.
 And on the way home be prepared to 
hear “Mommy, mommy I want to take bal-
let lessons”.
n The construction of the Fresh & Easy 
Market, at Thompson and Seaward is mo-
ving right along.
 I was surprised when a member of our 
city council (at a CC meeting some time 
ago - don’t remember who) said that “we 
need a local mid-town market”.
 We have had a local mid-town market 
for many-many years that is now called 
Green Market at Santa Cruz and Main.
 I would think that  a city council mem-
ber should know that.
 Always amazes me that when some 
chains come into Ventura everyone is up in 
arms because they will hurt local busines-
ses but when others do no one seems to 
care.

 Maybe there is more to the opposition 
then meets the eye.
n I have often been asked why we haven’t 
had a “Best of Ventura” contest in the Bre-
eze.
 The reason is that I think that “best of 
contests” are simply not at all indicative of 
the quality of services or goods that are av-
ailable from the winners.
 Businesses with the biggest email lists, 
Facebook friends, etc. are the ones that 
win. I have been in businesses that pass out 
cards instructing customers how to vote. It 
is just a marketing effort by some busines-
ses that determines the winners.
 For instance who would have any idea 
who the best lawyer in town was unless 

(God forbid) you had used every one of 
them.
 Maybe the only things that we have 
used a variety of that we can pick the best 
of is pizza, donuts and hamburgers.
 If any of you brilliant readers can tell 
me a legitimate way to have such a contest 
do let me know and we will have one.
n I recently called Harrison & Son to find 
out how much it would cost to have 2 trash 
containers left at my house instead of one. I 
was surprised to find out that one more can 

doubles the monthly fee.
 I thought that I was mis-understood 
and said “I don’t mean all of them just one” 
and was told it would triple the rate for all 
3. So I just jump up and down in the one.
n Ventura is “cracking down” on unlicen-
sed massage establishments and recently 
obtained guilty pleas from several of them 
for operating without proper licensing.
 Even though none of them were found 
to provide any services other then thera-
peutic massages the fear is that they might 
be (are you ready for this?) houses of ill-re-
pute masquerading as legitimate busines-
ses  (some places do consider them to be 
legitimate businesses).
 The city’s new massage laws allows city 
code enforcement officers, rather then po-
lice officers to enforce new city standards 
which include massage therapists to be 
state-certified and to post their certificates 
at the business.
 I don’t know about you but I know 
that I feel a lot safer knowing that we have 
cracked down on these law breakers. Next 
maybe bank robbers and burglars.
n Always warning you to closely look at 
your phone bills my recent AT&T bill had a 
$28.09 charge that meant nothing to me.
 When I called to check it out I went 
back and forth with the person helping 
me who eventually put me on hold for 10 
minutes and came back and said “To clear 
up your concerns we will remove the charge 
from your bill” but never admitted that 
they has no idea what it was.
 Even if it is just a few dollars call them 
on it, A few dollars times millions of custo-
mers amount to a few bucks fro someone.
n Passed a person sitting at a light with 
a sign that read “Help me to eat” so I gave 
him my dentures.

William Fulton, Mayor
Michael Tracy, Deputy Mayor
Ventura City Council Members Andrews, 
Monahan, Morehouse, Weir, and Bren-
nan
RE: Homeless Shelters, SB-2 (2007) State 
Law and Proposed Ordinance
 The Westside Community Council 
has carefully considered the proposed 
“Emergency” Homeless Shelter Ordi-
nance, compliant with Senate Bill 2 
(2007), which has been suggested by the 
city’s planning staff. We have discussed 
this issue with many Westside business 
owners, property owners, and residents. 
 As you are aware, the Westside and 
North Avenue area already is host to 
many of the existing social service facili-
ties for the homeless and others. Though 
we are not opposed to helping our broth-
ers and sisters in need, we as a communi-
ty have long carried the weight, above all 
other communities throughout the city.
 We are in an exciting time for the 
Westside in working to establish a Rede-
velopment Area to revitalize our neigh-
borhoods.  Despite such efforts to im-
prove and preserve our community, this 
ordinance would again unfairly place the 
burden on the property owners and resi-
dents of the Westside.
 The Westside Community Council 
has concluded that emergency shelters 
“by right” should only be allowed in in-
dustrial zones and that any such shelter 
in a commercial zone should require a 
Conditional Use Permit.  We feel strongly 
that any emergency shelter “by right” be 
forbidden in any residential zone what-
soever, whether zoned single family or 
multi-unit.  We further call for this lan-
guage to be included as a resolution and 
ordinance for consideration by the Ven-
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Correction: 
 A headline in our last issue 
read “Governor’s Council honors 
Summerfest with $10,0000”.
 We don’t know how much 
$10,0000 is, but it must be a lot.

This rubs us 
the wrong 
way... 
 A Ventura massage business 
has been illegally placing their fly-
ers into copies of the Breeze. They 
are not supported by us and are 
not one of our advertisers. 
 Please just throw their flyers 
away and don’t use their services.

tura City Council.
Very truly yours,
Pamela J. Huckins
Chairwoman, Westside Community Council

Sheldon,
 Thank you for the Photo Con-
test.  That was fun--just like reading the 
Breeze!
 Thanks again,
Susan Wallace

Breeze:
in you issue vol.4 no.2 this week, i was 
disappointed to see in the police report 
section, an article about a homicide 
that took place oct.23...it lacked heart 
and didnt even ask for the public’s help 
in locating the suspects, like asking for 
people to come forth with information 
and contacting VPD, i just thought i’d 
let you know, i read your paper, and i al-
ways want to enjoy it, but its so basic and 
very boring. all the pages are filled with 
the same news we get from the star and 
the reporter. it just would of been nice to 
see that your small paper was going to be 
different, but sadly, just like the star, its 
almost like your reasoning the death of 
this young man. thank you for your time.
Ella Coursen

Breeze: 
 I recently attended a community 
meeting about the Ventura City Coun-
cil’s intent to explore options for our 
libraries in response to Camarillo’s deci-

sion to outsource their library to Library 
Systems and Services (LSSI), a private, for 
profit, Maryland company.  Many people 
in attendance expressed concerns and 
had questions about what happens when 
a public library becomes private. 
 Philosophically residents do not want 
a private company deciding library mate-
rials, and e-library content.  They also do 
not want names of patrons or circulation 
records disclosed, and fear the loss of the 
public library, a cornerstone of our de-
mocracy.  Residents were concerned that 
their tax dollars would go out of state 
and would there be transparency if a pri-
vate agency was running the library.
 Being a part of a larger library county 
system we benefit from sharing the over-
heard costs.  We enjoy economies of scale, 
a knowledgeable library staff, extensive

Continued on page 4
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Mailbox
Continued from page 3
library programming, quality adminis-
tration, and shared collections. Would 
a stand-alone library be able to provide 
those services?  We get almost $500,000 
from unincorporated areas for our librar-
ies and Ventura County pays the direc-
tor’s salary.  
 The Ventura County Library Com-
mission is looking at two new services mod-
els.  We want the City of Ventura to be an 
active participant in the development and 
our city needs to be a part of the new agree-
ment.  Many felt it would be important 
to factor in the benefit of this new service 
model as well as the experiences in Camaril-
lo before any future decision was made to 
leave the county library system.  Also, with 
Camarillo pulling out of the system there 
will be more funds for other libraries left 
in the system.  We need to have a voice in 
these discussions and we won’t be able to 
participate if we send a letter of intent to 
withdraw from the county system.
 Many of us from the meeting feel that 
until we research and evaluate all of the ser-
vices we receive from the county library sys-
tem it would not be possible to effectively 
evaluate any other proposal. There are too 
many children, families, students, job seek-
ers and seniors that rely on public library 
services and we should not put them at 
risk.
Marianne Coffey
Ventura

Dear Friends,
 I would like to thank the hundreds of 
supporters who made donations of their 
time, energy, and money to the Measure 
H campaign.  While some said we should 
not ask for a parcel tax in these stressful 
economic times, nearly 60 percent of voters 
recognized that it is precisely at such times 
that we should examine our priorities and 
support our children, for the sake of their 
future and ours.
 We appreciate Ventura’s business lead-
ers, Democrat and Republican, who recog-
nized that strong schools promote a strong 
local economy and support our commu-
nity’s property values. And let’s continue to 
work together, building on these partner-
ships, for our children and the future of our 
community.
 As a recent transplant to this area, I can 
truly appreciate that Ventura is a very spe-
cial place to raise children and I will always 
be grateful for the education that my sons 
have received in VUSD schools.
 Unfortunately we ended the campaign 
with a deficit and I must ask one more time 
for your financial support of Measure H 
to help us pay our remaining bills.  Your 
donation of $20 would be greatly appreci-
ated.  Please make checks payable to Yes on 
Measure H for Ventura and send to 821 Via 
Arroyo, Ventura, 93003
 And please join me in supporting 
Ventura Education Partnership, a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization that supports 
VUSD classrooms throughout the year by 
its GrantSmart mini-grant program, its 
Arts Collaborative, SummerFest, and the 
Young Readers’ StoryFest.  For more infor-
mation, please go to vep4vusd.org.
Thank you,
Kay Giles
Campaign Chair, VUSD Parent Volunteer

Homeless shelters
Continued from page 1
gurus currently predict property values 
dropping another 20% before stabilizing. 
To be fair, the senate bill was designed to 
avoid spot zoning and excessive bureau-
cratic red tape; not to drive down prop-
erty values. 
 According to Deputy Mayor Mike 
Tracy emergency shelters and group 
homes are incompatible in residential ar-
eas. “I think the council has an obligation 
to protect private property rights,” Tracy 
said.
 Council member Christy Weir, who 
made the motion, said, “I think site-spe-
cific conditions are crucial.”
 Unfortunately, the cost for a tradi-
tional conditional use permit for a home-
less shelter is about $6,000 and requires 
public hearings for approval. Accord-
ing to Councilman Neal Andrews, “…no 
social service organization can secure 
financing for a project without site con-
trol, nor do they want to invest heavily to 
gain site control without assurance that 
they could in fact build such a facility if 
they spent the money required…they have 
to have the permit in hand. Under cur-
rent city rules, they cannot seek the per-
mits without site control…. It is a circular 
chicken and egg problem.”
 NYC made headlines after purchas-
ing one-way airline tickets for the city’s 
homeless to leave and live with willing 
out-of-state family members. The cost 
of providing for the homeless far out-
weighed the cost of the plane tickets ac-
cording news reports. 
 Even churches, which have histori-
cally provided for the homeless, are under 
scrutiny by neighbors who are worried 
about bored, unemployed homeless peo-
ple roaming their urban and suburban 
streets.
 Councilman Andrews voiced a genu-
ine and pressing concern about restrict-
ing the homeless to areas of the city not 
deemed suitable for regular residential 
zoning. 
 Ostracizing specific populations is as 
old as biblical times. Lepers had colonies; 
Tuberculosis victims were sent to sanato-
riums. Religions and races still live within 
real and imaginary boundaries all over the 
world. Then someone redefined prejudice 
and we decided as Americans, we all had 
common purpose: “the pursuit of happi-
ness,” which eventually boiled down to 
homeownership, a chicken in every pot, 
and a “separate but equal doctrine” even-
tually shot down by the Supreme Court. 

The City has removed the parking meters from the 700 block on Main St. and has dis-
tributed 50,000 free 1-hour parking coupons to downtown merchants for distribution to 
their customers.

My challenge to 
you this holiday 
season: buy 
local art
by Mayor Bill Fulton

If there are two things I’m passion-
ate about, it’s Ventura’s arts and culture 
scene and Ventura’s prosperity. That’s 
why I’m combining both these passions 
in issuing a challenge to everybody in 
Ventura:

This holiday season, I am going to 
buy at least one piece of local art by a 
Ventura artist as a gift. And I’d like you 
to make the same commitment.

If you’re willing to take up this 
challenge, either email me at bfulton@
cityofventura.net or go to the “Mayor’s 
Buy Art Challenge” Facebook page and 
post your commitment.

Your purchase doesn’t have to be a 
painting or a sculpture. It can be tick-
ets to a performance or a music show or 
something like that. The point is, let’s 
keep our money local this holiday sea-
son by buying local art.

Why have I issued this challenge? 
Partly to highlight our fabulous lo-
cal art scene. Last Thursday, it was my 
pleasure to preside over the Sixth Annual 
Mayor’s Arts Awards. It was a wonder-
ful opportunity to honor people making 
an important contribution to the arts in 
Ventura – and also to reflect on the role 
the arts are playing in building the long-
term prosperity of Ventura. Congratula-
tions to the winners: Helen Yunker, Arts 
Patron; Jack Halbert, Artist in the Com-
munity; Sylvia White, Creative Entrepre-

You could buy 
a car between 
hands
 With very little opposition the Ventu-
ra City Council has unanimously agreed 
to allow the Players Club poker room to 
relocate to a vacant space at the Ventura 
Auto Center.
 A few auto dealers did oppose the relo-
cation but there was little opposition from 
the community. 
 They will relocate from 906 N. Ventu-
ra Ave, to Auto Center Drive into a 7,000 
square foot closed Volvo dealership.
The new facility will also allow them to in-
crease the amount of card tables from 6 to 
18 and offer a more variety of card games.
 The club pays the city 15% of gross 
earnings , the highest of any Ventura 
business. This could produce from $750 
to $1milion in taxes.

neur; Margaret Travers, Arts Leader; Bob 
Moskowitz, Arts Educator; and Chris Jay, 
Emerging Artist.
 But I’ve also issued this challenge to 
remind everybody how important arts 
and culture is to our local economy. 
Obviously, actual sale of art, tickets, 
and so forth play an important role in 
“California’s New Art City”.  
 But in the last few years, the arts 
have come to play a more wide-ranging 
role in the emerging “creative econo-
my” all through the United States and 
here in Ventura as well. The “creative 
economy” means lots of things, but one 
thing is for sure: It doesn’t mean just 
art. It also means fashion and design 
– and also all creative activities associ-
ated with innovation in lots of areas, 
whether that’s high-tech, biotech, web 
development, or anything else that in-
volves creative and innovative activity. 
 Our future prosperity depends on 
our ability to grow creative jobs and 
businesses here in Ventura. We will be 
more successful if we are able to use the 
creative arts to educate our kids and cre-
ate a local workforce capable of work-
ing in these creative industries, broadly 
defined.  The American economy in the 
21st century depends on workers who 
can create, innovate and invent. Prob-
lem-solving and critical thinking are 
“right-brain” skills that emerge from 
training in the creative arts.
 So the Mayor’s Arts Awards is not 
just a place to highlight our wonder-
ful local artists. It’s a place to celebrate 
the foundation of Ventura’s future 
prosperity. 
 And the best way to highlight all 
this is to make the commitment to buy 
local art this holiday season. Will you 
join me?

Homelessness is the new prejudice.
 According to Andrews, “If we do not 
change how we do things, we cannot ex-
pect to succeed in the future. We need to 
lead our community toward the great-
ness it is capable of, not cower in fear be-
fore the challenges we face.”
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18 yr. old Dedria Brunnet, California 2010, 
2011 Teen Queen, and a previous Casa Pacifi-
ca child,was among the notables present at the 
CASA anniversary. She has received a Special 
Congressional Recognition from the U.S. Con-
gress for her efforts with “Luggage Of Love” 
which she authored. Photo by Bernie Goldstein

CASA has been 
serving youth 
for 25 years
 Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASAs) have been serving foster youth 
in Ventura County for 25 years.  To com-
memorate the event they held a special 
dinner at the Courtyard Marriott Espla-
nade on November 18th.  
 Appellate Court Justice “Steven Pe-
rren”( for whom the Ventura Juvenile 
Court Complex is named ) was the key-
note speaker and Ventura County Super-
visor Steve Bennett presented CASA 
with an award which was accepted by 
CASA Program Manager, Andrea Vigil.
 The “Dependency Court Judge” has 
appointed over 200 of the 600 children 
in Ventura County who are currently 
in foster care to their program and 
has often said that they would appo-
int all court dependent children  to 
them if there were enough volunteers.  
Currently their volunteers are serving 
approximately 135 of these kids and 
serve over 200 each year.
 They are the only program in the 
County whose sole purpose is to ensu-
re that children in foster care are not 
lost in the system and know that so-
meone out there is watching out for 
their best interests despite where they 
live or how they may be behaving as a 

Ventura 
Botanical 
Gardens 
announces 
end of Charter 
Membership 
offering
 Organizers of the Ventura Botanical 
Gardens will close its charter member-
ship offering on December 31.  Other 
levels of membership and participa-
tion will continue to be available, but 
charter members will be capped at the 
end of the year. Presently there are 400 
charter members.  
 The Gardens are set to occupy a 
stunning site on 107 acres of Grant 
Park, with a 360 degree view overlook-
ing downtown Ventura, the coastline, 
the mountains and the area’s expan-
sive agricultural fields.  
 Charter members will have their 
names listed on a permanent instal-
lation at the site, receive ongoing dis-
counts and special offers and will be 
invited to the VIP groundbreaking 
reception.  Charter membership costs 
$100 and is a permanent status.
 Ventura Botanical Gardens, Inc. 
is a non profit public benefit corpo-
ration with a mission to create and 
maintain public gardens for the pres-
ervation, education, cultural contri-
bution and enhancement of the entire 
Ventura County community.  Organiz-
ers envision bringing people together 
from all over the county and beyond to 
enjoy a unique and extraordinary open 
space.  Upon completion the gardens 
figure to become a landmark of the re-
gion and a leading tourist destination.
 ““This is an opportunity for 
our entire community to share in our 
dream and our vision,” said VBG Presi-
dent Beverly McCaslin.  “Everyone can 
be a member.  Our charter members 
include business leaders, community 
leaders, gardening enthusiasts and 
neighbors and friends from all walks 
of life.  What we plan to accomplish 
will become a lasting legacy in Ventura 
County’s history.”
 More information on charter 
membership can be obtained by visit-
ing the organization’s website at www.
VenturaBotanicalGardens.com.

Dr. Rush has been president of California State 
University Channel Islands for 9 years

CMHS 
announces 
new Board of 
Trustees

Two prominent Ventura County 
educators – Dr. Richard R. Rush and Dr. 
Trudy Arriaga – have been appointed 
as members of Community Memorial 
Health System’s Board of Trustees.

Dr. Rush became the first president 
of California State University Channel 
Islands, the 23rd and newest campus in 
the California State University system, 
in 2001. In his nine years at CSUCI, Dr. 
Rush has hired the faculty and all admin-
istrative staff in addition to overseeing 
the creation and development of the uni-
versity’s academic and physical master 
plans. 

Before arriving at CSUCI, Dr. Rush 
spent nine years as president of Minne-
sota State University, Mankato, where he 
established public-private partnerships 
that led to the first buildings in the State 
University system to be constructed us-
ing private financing. 

Dr. Arriaga, a life-long resident of 
Ventura, has been superintendent of the 
Ventura Unified School District since 
2001. Prior to that she was VUSD’s Di-
rector of Administrative Support Servic-
es and also served assistant principal at 
DeAnza Middle School and as principal 
of Sheridan Way Elementary School and 
El Camino and Pacific high schools. Dr. 
Arriaga began working for the district as 
a paraeducator in 1975 and began her 
teaching career in 1981.

She holds a bachelor’s degree in Com-
municative Disorders from San Diego 
State University and a master’s degree in 
Educational Education and Supervision 
from California State University North-
ridge. She earned her doctorate in Educa-
tional Policy, Planning and Administra-
tion from USC.

Blood drive 
scheduled at 
Downtown 
Ventura 
Farmers’ Market

The Ventura Downtown Farmers’ 
Market, located on the corner of east 
Santa Clara & Palm Streets, will host 
a blood drive scheduled for Saturday, 
December 4 during regular Farmers’ 
Market hours, 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon. 

Conducted by United Blood Servic-

es, individuals can look for the United 
Blood Services bus, which will be lo-
cated on the corner of Palm Street.  
Those interested in giving blood, must 
be well and healthy and be able to 
show identification.  Individuals who 
donate a pint of blood will receive a 
certificate for a 12 oz. smoothie from 
Robek’s and obtain award points to-
wards movie tickets provided by Unit-
ed Blood Services.  In addition, donors 
will also receive $5 in gift certificates 
to use towards their purchases at the 
Farmers’ Market. Both walk-ins and 
appointments will be accepted.  To 
make an appointment, call 654-8104 
or register on line at www.bloodhero.
com. 
 For more information on the Ven-
tura County Certified Farmers’ Mar-
kets, call 529-6266 or visit the website 
at www.vccfarmersmarkets.com.  

result of what they’ve been through in 
life. 
 A few hours a week is all they ask 
for from volunteers. They especially 
need men and those who are bi-lingual 
in Spanish and English and welcome 
the opportunity to make a presentation 
at places of worship, community orga-
nizations and schools or businesses.
 If you’re interested in becoming 
a Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) please call Andrea Vigil, CASA 
Program Manager at 485-6114 X 609 
(office) or 236-7015.

 The #14, a Baldwin Steam Engine 2-8-0 locomotive that was built in 1913 is 
going to be chugging back on the railroad tracks again after a 50 year absence.  
 She will embark on her maiden voyage on Saturday, December 4 as “Queen of 
the Santa Paula Branch Line” at the Fillmore & Western Railway.

Foster Parenting 
informational 
meeting
 On December 11, from 9-11am learn 
how you can become a partner in car-
ing at a Foster Parenting Informational 
Meeting. Over 600 children are currently 
in foster homes in Ventura County, and 
every day, another child is removed from 
their home because they have been ne-
glected, abused or abandoned. Discover 
how the healing, support and guidance 
of a loving foster home can offer a local 
child a better tomorrow. 
 The meeting will be held at 855 Par-
tridge Dr. in Ventura.
 You could be the answer to a child in 
crisis in your community. For more infor-
mation call 654-3456 or go to vchsa.org/
foster.

Museum of 
Ventura County 
changes closing 
time
 The Museum of Ventura County has 
changed its closing time to 5 p.m. rather 
than 6pm. Exceptions will be special 
events and most First Fridays of the 
month, when the museum will remain 
open until 8p.m. during First Fridays 
Ventura.
 The museum will continue to open 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday through Sunday 
(closed Monday). Located at 100 East 
Main Street in downtown Ventura, the 
museum’s admission is $4 adults, $3 
seniors, $1 children 6-17, members and 
children under 6 are  free. For more in-
formation go to www.venturamuseum.
org or call 653-0323.
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 Ventura’s prestigious leadership pro-
gram celebrated their graduation on No-
vember 9. The event was held at Brooks 
Institute, 5301 N. Ventura Ave., and was 
followed immediately by a wine and 
appetizer reception hosted by The 
Greek at the Harbor.
 Leadership Ventura is a program of 
the Ventura Commerce and Education 
Foundation, the non-profit arm of the 
Ventura Chamber of Commerce.  
 Leadership Ventura meets once a 
month for the first 11 months. Each 
day begins at approximately 7:30 am 
and lasts until 4:30pm. The second 
year, participants lead the activities 
and planning for the subsequent class, 
offering the opportunity to test the 
skills learned year one.

10th annual
Poetry Contest
 The Ventura County Writers Club has 
announced its tenth annual Poetry Con-
test, which will include two youth cat-
egories for poets under 18.  Division A 
is open to entrants ages 13 to 18. Divi-
sion B is open to poets ages 12 and un-
der. Poets 18 and older are invited to en-
ter in the adult category. The contest is 
open to poets throughout the country 
and does accept international entries. 
 “This contest enriches the cul-
ture of our community and supports 
our poets,” states Melissa Grossman, 
contest chair. “Poetry is alive in Ven-
tura County! We must do all we can to 
nurture new poets and promote estab-
lished writers.”
 All winning poems will be pub-
lished in the club’s newsletter, The 
Write Stuff, and the winning poets will 
be invited to recite their works at the 
April club meeting and all winners and 
families will be honored at a reception 
following the readings.
 Full details and rules are available 
for download from the club’s website: 
http://www.venturacountywriters.
com/       

Caps Chat

The value of a 
Community 
Media Center
by Ed Wehan

As Board Chair of Community Access 
Partners of San Buenaventura or CAPS-
TV I welcome you to what will be a series 
of columns here in the Breeze that will 
keep you abreast of our organization. 
We are the only PEG community me-
dia center in Ventura County and serve 
the City of Ventura providing the tools 
to which members of the community 
can learn to create television shows 
and videos that air on CAPS managed 
channels or on the web.  It’s easy to 
think of us simply as community ac-
cess television – Channel 6 in Ventura 
- but we’re so much more.

First, what’s PEG?  It stands for 
Public, Education and Government 
and refers to the three federally man-
dated television channels cable com-
panies must provide communities in 
exchange for rights of way.  For the 
“EG”, CAPS manages Channel 15, our 
institutional partner’s dedicated chan-
nel where city council, planning com-
mission, VUSD and other municipal 
meetings air along with special city 
and local school programming.  The 
ability for tax payers to view how 
they’re being governed without having 
to go to City Hall is a vital service, es-
pecially for the elderly or disabled. The 
“P” stands for public and could be the 
most important of the three as it pro-
vides the open forum that is vital to 
keep our democratic values alive and 
well on a local basis.

Why have a community media 
center?  Community access television 
has been around for decades here in 
Ventura but was managed by the cable 
company.  CAPS was started 10 years 
ago as a member-based organization 
by a group of citizens who thought it 
was crucial to preserve an outlet for 
the people to voice their views and 
they thought that the best means to 
insure that was to form a non-profit 
501(3)c organization.  The mission of 
CAPS is not to simply offer a way to air 
programs but to also train individuals 
and non-profit organizations to oper-
ate cameras, edit their own video and 
create their own shows.  With a small 
staff, CAPS provides the means that 
allows those who live, go to school or 
work in our city to communicate to 
their fellow citizens – everything from 
simple bulletin boards that announce 
a special event to TV shows on impor-
tant local issues.

We also provide media literacy 
to the youth in Ventura through our 
CAPS4Kids program, which include 
Digital Storytelling Classes both in-
school and at our media center, as well 

as an internship program for both high 
school and college students.  We also 
help non-profits and act as a technol-
ogy information center for people to 
get help with various technology and 
media needs.  Our professional staff is 
also available on a fee-for-service basis 
for commercial businesses, individuals 
or organizations that need turn-key 
services.
 We welcome you to come by our 
media center for a tour and perhaps 
you’ll see why you should become a 
member of CAPS.  For only $25 per year 
(Individual) or $75 (Organizational) 
you will have access to our facilities, 
equipment and expertise.  If you have 
something to say it’s the only place to 
say it or as we like to say, “What’s your 
story?  We can help you tell it.” 
 For information: www.capstv.org 
or 658-0500.  CAPS-TV 65 Day Rd., 
Ventura

Class of 2010 ready to use their new leadership skills

Leadership Ventura class 
graduates classes of 2009 and 2010

 Applications are due December 3 
for the 2011 Leadership Ventura class 
that kicks off in January.  Facilitated 
by renowned psychologist and execu-
tive coach, Relly Nadler, this two-year 
class focuses executives, leaders and 
managers on developing emotional 
intelligence and leadership skills to 
strengthen their teams and organiza-
tions.  Networking, community in-
volvement and community awareness 
are woven into the course, designed to 
make the return on investment phe-
nomenal for any company.  
 For more information on Leader-
ship Ventura and to download an ap-
plication, visit venturachamber.com 
and click on Community Develop-
ment.

Gilbert and 
Sullivan and 
more at Ventura 
College 
 On Saturday, December 4, at 8 p.m., 
Ventura College’s Opera and Musical 
Theater Workshop will be offering a no 
frills scenes program of Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s most favorite scenes from 
their three most beloved operettas.  Se-
lections from H.M.S. Pinafore, Pirates 
of Penzance, and the Mikado will keep 
the audience laughing. 
 In his first semester as Director of 
the Opera and Musical Theater Work-
shop at Ventura College, Brent Wilson 
envisions this as a chance for Ventura 
College students to explore perform-
ing opera and musical theater reper-
toire. Many students have never had 
the opportunity to perform in such 
an environment, and this workshop 
gives excellent opportunities to grow 
as an acting singer. The event will take 
place at the H.P. Wright Library, 57 
Day Road, Ventura.  Tickets are $10 
for general admission and $5 for stu-

dents/seniors.
 On Thursday, December 9 the 
15-member Ventura College Jazz Band, 
directed by Leslie Drayton, will present 
its December concert entitled, “Cross-
road Decisions” – a celebration of 
choices, forward vision and commit-
ment.  The concert is a culmination of 
the semester’s work and will feature a 
variety of selections from the band’s 
vast library representing the American 
Songbook, Jazz Standards. This con-
cert will also feature two guest artists 
performing with the band.  Saxophon-
ist, Randall Willis, a favored guest of 
the band, will return once again.  Mr. 
Willis is quite active on the Los An-
geles jazz scene as bandleader, educa-
tor, and member of the Gerald Wilson 
Orchestra.  Pianist, Reggy Woods, is 
currently a senior in the Jazz Studies 
program at California State University 
at Los Angeles. The performance will 
begin at 8 p.m. and will take place in 
Ventura College’s Guthrie Hall.  Danc-
ers are welcome.  Tickets are $10 gen-
eral admission, and $5 for students 
and seniors.
 The Ventura College Chorus and 
Singers will present their Winter Con-
cert on Friday, December 10 at  p.m. 
in the San Buenaventura Mission, 211 

East Main St.  The 60-voice choir, di-
rected by Elizabeth Helms, will pres-
ent choral masterpieces from many 
eras in a program designed for the 
magnificent acoustics of the Mission.  
Accompaniment will be provided by 
Vincent Dominguez and Kyle Tarrats.  
A suggested donation of $5 is request-
ed.  For information, contact ehelms@
vcccd.edu or call 654-6309.  
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Downtown 
Ventura holiday 
festivities
 The community is invited to visit 
downtown and celebrate holiday festivi-
ties during the Holiday Tree Lighting 
Ceremony on Saturday, December 4, 
at 6pm at the California Mini Park, lo-
cated on the corner of Santa Clara and 
California Street.
 A 20 foot tall, fresh cut tree will be 
professionally decorated and installed 
on the main stage of the park and will 
remain on display through the month 
of December.
 A chorus of choirs will perform 
throughout the ceremony starting at 
6pm. Ventura Youth Choir,
Channelaire Chorus, Trinity Lutheran 
Choir, and Ventura First Assembly 
Group will all be present to guide the 
community in fun sing-a-long songs 
for the whole family.
 It’s rumored that Santa Claus will 
ride into Downtown Ventura on a fire 
engine to greet the children and will 
be joined by Mayor Fulton to light the 
holiday tree at 6:15pm! Come down-
town and watch the park light up in 
all its holiday splendor!
 This event is free and open to the 
public. Free parking is available in the 
adjacent parking structure and nearby 
parking lots.
 The fun doesn’t stop on December 
4; live musical entertainment is sched-
uled for your afternoon shopping trips 
on Saturdays and Sundays, Dec. 11, 
12, 18, and 19 on Main Street.
 Free gift wrapping is being offered 
at 456 East Main Street, Tuesday-
Thursday 12pm-6pm, Friday-Satur-
day 12pm-8pm and on Sundays from 
12pm-6pm. Donations are appreciated 
and benefit the Kingdom Center.
 For more information on down-
town holiday happenings, call 641-
1090 or online at downtownventura.
com.
 The Holiday Tree Lighting Cere-
mony is brought to you by Downtown 
Ventura Partners and the
City of Ventura.

Chanukah 
Festival at the 
Harbor!
 The Chabad Jewish Centers of Ox-
nard, Ventura and Camarillo, invite the 
public to their annual Chanukah Festival 
on Sunday, December 5, from 2:30-4:30 
pm, at the Ventura Harbor. The event 
is free of charge and open to the pub-
lic. 
 This year in addition to live mu-
sic, hot Latkes, and a Judaica boutique 
they will be having an awesome BMX 
Bike Stunt show that is sure to amaze 
the entire family! 
 The climax of the event will be at 
4 pm with greetings from local digni-
taries and the lighting ceremony of a 
giant 20ft Menorah.
 Over 200 people of all age-groups 
participated in last year’s event. 
 “The significance of Chanukah to-
day is a reconfirmation of faith and 
hope,” said Rabbi Dov Muchnik, Di-
rector of the Chabad of Oxnard Jewish 
Center. “The public Menorah lighting 

proclaims the universal message of re-
ligious freedom and tolerance, so criti-
cal in light of today’s world situation. 
We look forward to welcoming every-
one at a warm and happy celebration.” 

For more information call 382–
4770 or www.ChabadofOxnard.com, 
www.ChabadVentura.com, or www.
ChabadCamarillo.com. 

YMCA hosts 
5th Annual 
Breakfast 
with Santa 

On December 11, the Ventura Family 
YMCA will host its fifth annual “Break-
fast with Santa” from 8 – 10 a.m.  Admis-
sion to the event is free to YMCA mem-
bers and community residents with a 
donation of an unwrapped toy or gift 
card which will be donated to ACTION 
Foundation’s “Christmas Shoppe”.  

“Breakfast with Santa” provides 
children and their parents the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a pancake breakfast and 
meet with Santa, who will be available 
to listen to all of the children’s Christ-
mas wishes and take pictures, while giv-
ing back this holiday season.  Children 
will also have the opportunity to create 
a holiday craft to take home. 

To do that the Y chooses a local 
nonprofit to partner with and all of 
the toys that are collected are donated 
to local children and families in need. 
This year, all toy donations will be dis-
tributed to the ACTION Foundation’s 
families in need through their amaz-
ing holiday initiative “The Community 
Christmas Shoppe.”

For more information about at-
tending “Breakfast with Santa” or to 
donate a holiday gift please call The 
Ventura Family YMCA at 642 -2131 or 
visit ciymca.org/ventura. 

 Although “Christmas 
Around the World” is the 
theme of this year’s an-
nual Oxnard Downtown 
Christmas parade, Food 
Share, Ventura County ’s 
only regional food bank, 
is hoping that parade at-
tendees will be inspired to 
embrace the holiday spirit 
on the local level and 
help them spread holiday 
cheer “around Ventura 
County”.   
 
 Bonnie Weigel, 
FOOD Share’s CEO, will 
serve as this year’s Grand 
Marshall for the annual 
downtown parade hap-
pening on December 4, at 
10 a.m.  
 

Channel Islands 
holiday Parade 
of Lights
 Channel Islands Harbor kicks off the 
holidays with its 45th annual holiday Pa-
rade of Lights from 10 a.m. – 8 p.m., on 
December 11, with the parade beginning 
at 7 p.m. Everyone is invited to enjoy a 
full day of holiday activities and watch 
festively decorated boats in the parade.
 Kids can play in 36 tons of snow fall-
ing at the north end of Harborview Park , 
off Harbor Blvd. near Marine Emporium 
Landing, beginning at 10 a.m. There will 
also be a holiday artists’ market, exhibi-
tors, live music, children’s activities, face 
painting, and much more.
 The parade starts in front of Peninsu-
la Park and heads to the Main Channel, 
turns at Hobie Beach , loops in front of 
the launch ramp then heads back to Pa-
cific Corinthian Yacht Club and repeats 
the route for second run.
 To participate in the parade, down-
load an entry form from www.channelis-
landsharbor.org. To adopt a boat to be 
in the parade, contact Bill Conroy at the 
Ventura County Maritime Museum at  
984-6260. Any size boat can register for 
the Parade of Lights. 
 For more information on the Parade 
of Lights visit www.channelislandshar-
bor.org.

Continued on page 15

Melissa Manchester will appear in 
the Rubicon’s ballroom dance premiere 
entitled “Fascinating Rhythms”. Directed 
by World Champion/Grand Champion 
dancer and choreographer Cate Caplin, 
the concert opens today and continues 
through December 19. In the produc-
tion, eight award-winning dancers per-
form a range of American and Interna-
tional styles, including Mambo, Samba, 
Waltz, Foxtrot, Argentine Tango, Rumba, 
Cha Cha and Lindy Hop.

Ms. Manchester appears in the con-
cert as featured artist, and performs 
songs by Irving Berlin, George Gershwin 
and others, as well as a medley of some 
of her classic hits, including “Midnight 
Blue,” “Don’t Cry Out Loud” and  “Come 
in from the Rain.”

“Seeing and hearing Melissa Man-
chester in this intimate setting makes 
this show a very special occasion,” says 
Rubicon Producing Artistic Director Ka-

Alicia Michelle and Willem De Vries  star at the Rubicon. 

Grammy Award-winner Melissa 
Manchester makes her Rubicon 
Theatre debut 

ryl Lynn Burns. It’s one thing to see the 
technique and talents of these artists on 
a screen,” says Burns. “It’s quite another 
to experience it live.”
 Fascinating Rhythms plays through 
December 19, with a possible extension 
through December 23. Go to www.rubi-
contheatre.org for exact times and dates
 The Opening Night Gala is Sunday, 
December 5 at 7 p.m., followed by a post-
show party with dance music performed 
by Mora’s Modern Rhythmists at a pri-
vate location. 
 Ticket prices for Fascinating 
Rhythms range from $39 to $59, with the 
exception of the opening gala, which is 
$95 and includes a tax-deductible dona-
tion to Rubicon. Student tickets are $25. 
Discounts are available for groups of 12 
or more. Because the stage has been ex-
tended, all seats are general admission.
 Call the Theatre Company Box Office 
at 667-2900 to purchase tickets.
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Unique Shops. Diverse Restaurants. 

Entertainment. 

Specialty Stores. Antiques. 

One-of-a-kind Items. 

hop
Stroll, shop and dine in our Historic Downtown.

 Saturday • December 4
•   Holiday Street Celebration – 11 am-5 pm

•   Community Tree Lighting – 6 pm 
California Street Mini-park 

•   Winter Wine Walk – 5-9 pm 
www.VenturaWinterWineWalk.com

Local nursery 
holds canned 
food drive and 
free workshops 
 In the spirit of giving this holiday 
season, Nopalito Native Plant Nursery 
in Ventura is holding a canned food 
drive thru the New Year and rewarding 
residents’ generosity with a slew of free 
workshops.  
 The canned food drive, which ben-
efits Food Share, is the brain-child of 
owners Rick and Antonio Sanchez.  
“We were thinking, what can we do 
here at the nursery to help people get 
into the holiday spirit?” says owner 
Rick Sanchez. “The obvious answer is 
to sell Christmasy stuff, but we wanted 
to take it a step further and encourage 
people to give, and we wanted to give 
something back ourselves.”
 In exchange for bringing in 2 
canned food items to the nursery, 
customers will be able to participate 
in various free workshops, including 
hands-on classes on making succulent 
and native plant wreaths for the holi-
days, and lectures given by former L.A. 
Times garden writer Lili Singer. The 
gardening lectures, which normally 
cost $10-$25, will cover topics like 
‘Look Ma, No Lawn!’ and ‘California 
Native Trees for Urban Gardens’.  The 
lectures and workshops are being held 

Fillmore & 
Western events
Dec. 4, 5, 11, 12, 18, 19 – “Christmas 
Tree/Holiday Train” – First Train of the 
season. Ride to the Christmas Tree Farm 
to select the perfect tree.  Bring it back 
on the train.  Santa will be on the Holi-
day Train each weekend. Adults:  $24, 
Seniors:  $22, Youth 4-12:  $14, Child 
2-3:  $10, Infants under 2 free on lap. 
Dec.  3, 4, 5,  9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 26, 27  “The 
North Pole Express”  - Create magi-
cal family Christmas memories on-
board The North Pole Express train 
ride.  The train will pick up Santa and 
bring him from the North Pole back 
to Fillmore.  Adults:  $29, Kids 2-12:  
$19, Children under 2 are free on par-
ents laps. Trains run Wednesday thru 
Sunday, departures 6:00pm, Returns 
7:00pm. or Departs 7:30pm , Returns 
8:30pm.
Dec. 10, 17 – Dinner With Santa—
Gather the family for a holiday dinner 

served onboard a vintage train and 
hosted by Santa Claus! Bring your 
camera and take photos with Santa 
during the journey. Adults  $47 Youth 
2-12 $26  Child under 2, free on lap. 
Dec. 3, 11 – Murder Mystery Din-
ner Theater Train – “Xmas Bugle 
Boy Murders of Co. C”-The 40’s - It 
is 1942 and “Big Band” leader Johnny 
Fontaine is en route to his next USO 
Christmas show. Get out your old 
uniforms or period costumes and par-
ticipate in the fun.  We wouldn’t want 
this murder to take off without you!  
Adults over 18 years only, $89 per per-
son.
Dec. 4, 18   - Murder Mystery Din-
ner Train – “The Holiday” - Usher in 
the holiday season with a night on the 
train enjoying Southern California’s 
only murder mystery dinner theater 
train. Enjoy the general mirth, music 
and mayhem as suspects unveiled, ex-
posed and undermined in this Christ-
mas special.  “It’s up to you, Santa and 
his elves to keep the Christmas spirit 
alive, because death never takes “A 
Holiday”. Adults over 18 only:  $89
Dec. 31 – New Years Eve – Come 
bring in the New Year with us aboard 
Fillmore & Western Railway. Have din-
ner, do some dancing while enjoying a 
train ride through the valley.  Charac-
ter impersonators, fortune telling and 
other entertainers will join us for an 
evening of fun. Reservations required. 
Over 21 only $110.00 per person or 
$201 per couple. 805-524-2546 or 800-
773-8724. www.fwry.com 
 For information and reservations 
call Fillmore & Western Railway Co. 
at 524-2546 or (800) 773-8724.  www.
fwry.com

most weekends thru Christmas, with 
a complete schedule available online 
at the nursery website www.nopalito-
nursery.com.  
 The next wreath making classes are 
being held Saturday and Sunday, De-
cember 4 and 5, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  
Reservations to all of the workshops 
are recommended, as they are expected 
to fill up quickly.  All classes will take 
place at Nopalito Native Plant Nurs-
ery, located at 4107 E. Main.  For more 
information, call the nursery at 844-
7449.  Nursery hours are 7 days a week, 
from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m..  

VC Fair selling 
WOW! Pass for 
Christmas

There are twelve days of Christmas 
and there are twelve days of the Ventura 
County Fair. This year the Ventura Coun-
ty Fair can help you fill those stockings with 
twelve days of fun!  You’ll see Geese a-laying, 
ladies dancing and jumpers jumping. You 
can even get five golden (onion) rings! All for 
one low price when you purchase the 2011 
WOW!Pass for Christmas gift giving.
 WOW! Passes, first sold at the 2010 Ven-
tura County Fair, were so popular that the 
Fair has decided to make them available for 
sale this holiday season. WOW! Passes are 
perfect gifts for Fair lovers, young and old. 
For only $30, you can visit the Fair up to12 
days in a row, and never miss a single exhibit, 
ride, concert or favorite Fair food.

Avoid Lines at the Fair! Buying the 
WOW! Pass for Christmas will save precious 
time by avoiding long lines at the usual pre-
sale time during the weeks before the Fair, 
and there will be no waiting on line at the 
admission gates at the Fair. WOW!

Mom, Dad, Sister and Brother will all 
love this gift, WOW! Pass is perfect for the 
love of your life, or your favorite teacher. 
For Secret Santa, Grab Bag Gift or Stock-
ing Stuffer the WOW! Pass will be a big 
hit! Everybody loves the Fair and everybody 
will love the WOW! Pass on the 12 days of 
Christmas and at the 12 days of the Fair!

WOW! Pass is on sale for the holidays 
until Friday, December 31. Monday through 
Friday 9am until 5pm at the Ventura Coun-
ty Fairgrounds Administration Office and 
on weekends at the Derby Club at the Ven-
tura County Fairgrounds.

 For more information about the WOW! 
Pass please call 648-3376 or visit www.ventu-
racountyfair.org.
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Community Events
Ventura events
Audubon events
December 4, 8:30 a.m.  Saticoy 
Ponds.  Leader:  Eric Waian (630-0100).  
Please be prompt as we need to enter to-
gether. Directions:  The ponds are locat-
ed on the northeast side of Hwy 118/Los 
Angeles Ave.  From Ventura take Wells 
Rd. which turns into Los Angeles Ave./
Hwy 118 and cross over the Santa Clara 
River Bridge.  The entrance to the ponds 
will be on your left just after the Vineyard 
Ave. intersection. Should see a variety of 
ducks, such as, Teal, Gadwall, & Buffle-
head.
December 5, 9:00-12:00 a.m.  Resto-
ration Work Day, Santa Paula.  Hed-
rick Ranch Nature Area Restoration Pro-
gram. Sandy Hedrick:  (340-0478).  Arrive 
at 8am for birding which usually yields 
some interesting birds.  Long pants and 
boots or closed shoes are required. Bring 
water, gloves & sun protection. Take Hwy 
126 to Santa Paula, 10th St. Exit.  Go un-
der freeway, rt. on Harvard, rt. on 12th 
and cross the S.C. River Bridge.  Go 3.7 
miles to 20395 S. Mountain Rd. Turn left 
onto the dirt road & follow it to the end 
(approx. ½ mile).
December 11, 8:30 a.m.  Canada 
Larga.  Leader:  Neil Ziegler (983-
7207).  Take Hwy 33 toward Ojai.  Exit 
Canada Larga Rd.  Meet near the begin-
ning of the road.  We will walk and drive 
the canyon.  Always a great walk & a good 
scouting opportunity for the Christmas 
Bird Count!  Some are Western Blue-
birds, Red-tailed Hawks & perhaps a Fer-
ruginous Hawk.
December 4: Woodcraft is hosting a 
Wood Art Fair on Saturday from 9:00-
6:00. Quality wood art by local wood-

workers will include hand-crafted fur-
niture, bowls, platters, pens, carvings, 
musical instruments, ornaments, wall 
hangings, scroll saw decorations and 
other fine woodworking.  This is a unique 
opportunity to buy one-of-a-kind works 
of art for holiday gifts and to talk with 
the artists! Admission is free. 3860 E. 
Main St.,658-9663.
December 5: The Ventura County 
Chapter of USA Dance, Inc., will be hold-
ing their December Dance Party on Sun-
day, at the Academy Dance Studio, 2550 
Vineyard Ave, Suite 210/220, in Oxnard. 
Theme is “A Christmas Potluck Par-
ty”. Open dancing from 3 to 5:30pm. 
Dance music is by a variety of Big Band 
CDs.  Also  featured are  male dance hosts, 
a 50/50 raffle and refreshments. Dress is 
“Christmasy”.
 Admissions: $5 General, $4 Dance 
Buddies, $3 Active Duty Military and 
Youth, and USA Dance Members are 
Free. Info at 646-6271.
December 5: CPR Citizens for Peace-
ful Resolutions monthly meeting will 
feature author Paul Chappell discuss-
ing his ideas for shaping a peace move-
ment, based on his books “Will War Ever 
End? A Soldier’s Vision of Peace for the 
21st Century” and “The End of War: 
How Waging Peace Can Save Humanity.” 
At 3:00 p.m. at the Foster Library’s Top-
ping Room, 651 E. Main St., Ventura, CA 
Paul Chappell is the Nuclear Age 
Peace Foundation’s Peace Leader-
ship Director. He is a 2002 graduate 
of West Point and an Iraq War veteran.   
Learn more about CPR and find out how 
you can get involved at www.c-p-r.net/ or 
850-5849
December 5: Ventura County’s illus-
trious historian, master storyteller and 

ghost hunter, Richard Senate, will be at 
the Dudley House Museum from 1 to 3 
p.m. to sign books and share stories. “An 
Afternoon with Richard Senate” will take 
place in the Community Room of the 
1892 historic house museum in conjunc-
tion with the Victorian Holiday Boutique 
which runs weekends through December 
12 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the corner of 
Loma Vista and Ashwood streets in Ven-
tura. Admission is free. For information 
please call 641-3563 or visit their website 
at www.dudleyhouse.org.
December 10: The General George 
S. Patton, Jr. Chapter, Sons of the 
American Revolution meeting will fea-
ture the program: “The Meals of Christ-
mas Past”, presented by Mrs. Rosemarie 
Risley.  The luncheon event will take place 
at 11:30am, in the Garden Room, Marie 
Callender’s Restaurant, 1295 S. Victoria 
Ave.  All SAR compatriots, Revolutionary 
War history buffs, friends and visitors are 
welcome at this special free event!  The 
self-pay luncheon cost is $16 per person.  
Call Robert Taylor 216-7992 or Ron Ris-
ley  647-0751 if you have questions, and 
please visit the Chapter website http://
pattonpatriots.org for more information 
on SAR Chapter activities.
December 11: Lassens Natural Foods 
and Vitamins is celebrating almost 40 
years of treasured customers by having 
a Holiday Fair acknowledging apprecia-
tion for its customers by offering raffle 
prizes, free gift bags, taste testing, prod-
uct demos and one day only discounts 
while supplies last.
 They will celebrate these customer 
relationships by inviting everyone in the 
community, frequent customer or not, 
to join them for their Annual Holiday 
Event. A day of free gift basket raffles 

every hour on the hour, taste tests, and 
product demos. In addition to this, The 
United Blood Services will be there from 
10am to 2pm taking blood donations. If 
you donate blood you will receive a cou-
pon for a free soup from their deli..  
December 12: The David Mann 
ChopperFest will be held at the Ven-
tura County Fairgrounds on Sunday 
from 8am-4pm. The event is a tribute 
to a legendary motorcycle artist David 
Mann, featuring an antique and cus-
tom motorcycle show, motorcycle art 
display, live rock and blues band “The 
Preachers”, custom bike builder dis-
plays, motorcycle swap meet, vendors, 
roller derby exhibition, food and beer. 
General admission is $12, military with 
ID $7 and kids 12 and under Free. For 
more information go to www.chopper-
festival.com or call Tory 217-2113.
December 14: There will be a fundrais-
er at Mimi’s Cafe’  Tuesday- Thursday, 
Dec.14-16 all day.  The money will go to 
help families of a loved one in long-term 
medical crisis.  It will help alleviate ex-
penses such as hotel rooms, parking, and 
gasoline.  Caiden’s Hope was founded by 
Ventura residents facing the same sort of 
crisis.  Go to caidenshope.org and print 
the flier and take it with you to the res-
taurant and give it to your server.
December 19: The acclaimed jazz group 
Karl Keller’s ‘Sax and the City’ is the 
featured band at 3pm at the Channel 
Cities Jazz Club at the Elks Lodge, 801 
South “A” Street, Oxnard. Everyone is 
welcome to join in to dance and listen to 
jazz music. Food and drink are available 
for purchase. The group has been seen 
and heard at many top venues in the area.
 Guest trombonist, Ira Nepus, just 

Continued on page 15

 Over 600 people enjoyed the wonderful dinners served at the Knights of Columbus Hall, at Mission Park on Thanksgiving day during the One City One Meal. Served from 11am to 1:30 
the day included plentiful free food and wonderful music.
 The meals were prepared and served by volunteers who almost out-numbered those who were there to eat.
 In its fourth year the event just keeps getting better and better according to Salvation Army Captain Bill Finley. The Salvation Army was one of the sponsors of the event along with the City, 
Ventura Social Services Task Force and the Ventura Missionary Church.
 Captain Finley went on to say “It is so rewarding to see how this has grown and to see people coming together like this and sharing their food and lives and stories. Folks from all socio-
economic conditions coming together as one”.
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Art Scene

Painter’s 
workshop
 Buenaventura Art Association (BAA) 
announces another exciting painter’s 
workshop with award winning figure 
painter Susan Seaberry. A two day work-
shop held the first weekend in December 
on Saturday 4 and Sunday 5, 2010 from 
1-4 pm. Workshops held at the Ventura 
High School Art Room.
 Instructor Seaberry has recently ex-
hibited her work in a solo show at the 
Buenaventura Gallery. Seaberry and also 
received Best of Show and an Honorable 
Mention in the BAA’s 2nd Annual Water-
color and Aquamedia Completion at the 
Buenaventura Gallery and a Honorable 
Mention in the Harbor Village Gallery’s 

“Go Figure: A Celebration of the Human 
Form Competition”. 
 The workshop will focus on the fig-
ure with a live model and still life set ups 
for the ultimate in color study on both 
days .Participants are requested to focus 
on oil, acrylic or charcoal mediums. At-
tendance to both sessions highly recom-
mended. All levels of experience accepted. 
Space is limited. There will be no refunds 
for cancellations one week prior to the 
workshop. Supply list available upon re-
quest and on BAA’s website.
 Cost is $95 for Buenaventura Art As-
sociation (BAA) members, $115 for non-
BAA members. You can pay online with 
Paypal at the BAA website, call or stop by 
the Harbor Village Gallery or Buenaven-
tura Gallery to pay with cash, check or 
credit card. 
 

Roots Ventura
 Roots Ventura: The Exhibit and The 
Calendar are at the Buenaventura Gal-
lery from December 7 to January 2, 2011.  
Opening reception and calendar signing 
will be on Saturday, December 11, from 
4 - 7pm. 
 The Exhibit celebrates the release of 
Buenaventura Art Association’s (BAA) 
second fine art calendar which features 
the legacies of E.P. Foster. The theme of 
Roots Ventura recognizes the generosity 
and foresight of one of San Buenaven-
tura’s founding fathers and philanthro-
pists.  
 The calendar is a fundraiser for the 
BAA’s Annual Student Scholarships. Cal-
endars will be for sale at the Buenaven-
tura Gallery and Harbor Village Gallery 
while supplies last.  The 2010 Two Trees 
Calendar raised over $2,500 in scholar-
ships given to Ventura County College 
Art Students. 
 The Buenaventura Art Gallery is lo-
cated at 700 E. Santa Clara St. Please call 
648-1235 or visit www.buenaventuragal-
lery.org. 

Potter’s 
Guild’s annual 
sale
 The Ventura County Potter 
Guild’s annual sale of award winning 
functional and artistic ceramics will be 
held at Bell Arts Factory located at 432 
Ventura Ave.
 This three day bash will present  live 
demonstrations and surprise events!
 On Friday December 3 from 5:00 
to 9:00pm, Saturday December 4 
from10:00am to 12:00 noon
And on Sunday December 5 from 11:00-
5:00pm members Sale and BAF Open 
Studios.
 For more information, please contact 
Rebecca Russell 708-1637
 

JoAnne Duby 
sculpture
 JoAnne Duby sculpture exhibition at 
Museum of Ventura County A Lifetime in 
Stone, an exhibition of stone works will 
be on exhibition in the Sculpture Gallery 
of the Museum of Ventura County from 
December 7, through February 20, 2011.
Duby’s work reflects the natural environ-
ment, an appreciation she attributes to 
her upbringing in Seattle, where she

Continued on page xx

by Tim Pompey

 Writer and actor Will Shupe says that 
his career happened purely by accident. “I 
got tricked into doing a show, The Pira-
tes of Penzance,” he says. “Once I got 
in front of an audience, I was hooked.” 
Shupe took every theater class he could 
at Salisbury University in eastern Mary-
land, then headed for Washington, D.C. 
to do musical improv.
 In 1992, he moved to Ventura Co-
unty and eventually directed at “The 
Magnificent Moorpark Melodrama,” a 
vaudeville comedy show. Since the clo-
sure of the Melodrama, he’s kept busy 
writing, directing, and set-building for 
local theater companies like the Cabril-
lo Music Theater and the Rubicon. 
 Shupe loves radio. He once wanted 
to be a DJ; that is, until he landed his 
first gig at a small country music stati-
on in Grasonville, MD: “I realized I wo-
uld never make money at it, but it was 
kind of magical.” 
 Currently he’s a partner in the Johanna Spinks 

open house
 You are invited to the fine art studio 
of Johanna Spinks for a festive studio 
open house on Friday December 3 from 
5pm to 9pm.
 Watch award-winning portrait artist 
Johanna Spinks paint Santa as part of the 
festive fun. A free painting demo...ho ho 
ho! Place your business card in the bowl 
for the chance to win Santa’s oil sketch 
and tour other open studios at Bell Arts 
Factory. 
 At Studio 78, Bell Arts Factory, 432 
N. Ventura Ave.

Sonya Burke’s love of primitive art led her to 
start creating ceramic masks
The Heart of the Artist

Art from the 
soul: Sonya 
Burke
by Emily Thiroux

 Sonya Burke’s sweet smile welcomes 
you to Art and Soul Studios at 271 South 
Laurel.  Just follow the path of muddy 
footprints from the street down the alley 
to find a cozy front yard complete with a 
fountain and ceramic sculptures set up in 

Will Shupe is the co-creator of “The High Street Broadcast,” a live monthly radio show broadcast 
from the High Street Theater in downtown Moorpark and carried by local NPR affiliate KCLU.

WĀV artist interviews: Will Shupe

“High Street Broadcast,” a live monthly 
radio show broadcast over KCLU from 
Moorpark’s High Street Theater. He 
describes it as an “old-time radio show 
with a modern twist” that features an 
hour’s worth of songs, skits, and serials.
 As a writer, Shupe believes in the 
power of inspiration. “You start with a 
structure,” he says, “and then let your 
mind go blank and start channeling.” 
He credits the act of writing with giving 
him the opportunity to “talk about my 
life and what’s around me.”
 Some of his writing is zany and 
some very serious, depending on how 
he feels. Shupe smiles when he says, 
“We write what we like and hope the au-
dience keeps showing up.” He calls this 
approach “truth telling.”
 For more information about Shu-
pe and The High Street Broadcast, 
check out their website at http://www.
thehighstreetbroadcast.com/fr_home.
cfm. 

the corner of the parking lot by the front 
door of the studio.  I discovered Art and 
Soul when I first moved to Ventura and 
was looking for a studio space to do ce-
ramics, and Sonya’s place was ideal.  She 
has a very large open room divided into 
separate areas for artists to work.  There a 
several potter’s wheels, work tables, a slab 
roller, and two kilns.  Artists can either 
rent a space to work and keep their sup-
plies, or they may come in using a sub-
scription type service to work for a few 
hours a month.  The space is within walk-
ing distance of the pier and the beach.  
What a wonderful place to create!
Sonya started with ceramics after years 
of being a wife, mother, and elemen-
tary school teacher.  She found that she 
needed to do something just for herself 
to express her creativity, so she started 
learning about ceramics.  Her love of 
primitive art led her to start creating ce-
ramic masks.  Her omni-cultural faces 
seem to contain stories you can imagine 
just by looking at them.  She uses differ-
ent natural looking colors and textures 
and enhances the surfaces by stamping 
and carving in designs.  She also enhanc-
es them with natural found materials like 
driftwood, and sticks.  And she weaves in 
beads and beautiful threads.  Each mask 
is entirely different from the rest.
Sonya stays involved in the community 
by participating with the Ventura County 
Potter’s Guild, selling her work at the gal-
lery/store at Ventura Harbor Village, and 

entering her work in shows at the Ven-
tura Artists’ Union gallery at the beach at 
the foot of South California Street.
Sonya also teaches hand building ceramic 
classes at Art and Soul Studios, and other 
ceramists who have found their home 
there teach private classes in throwing ce-
ramics on the potter’s wheel.  If you ever 
wanted to try your hand at ceramics, this 
is the place.  There’s nothing like expe-
riencing taking a lump of clay, forming 
it into and object, glazing it, and firing 
it and ending up with a work of art that 
will stand the test of time.  We’ve learned 
so much about cultures and history from 
the bits and pieces of ceramics they have 
left behind.  
Stop by the Ventura County Potter’s 
Guild gallery/store at Ventura Harbor 
Village to see her work, and the work of 
16 other Ventura County ceramists.  This 
is a great place to buy holiday gifts!
I hope you’ll introduce me to artists 
you want to learn more about. Contact 
me through Facebook at The Heart of 
the Artist. Or email me at emily@the-
heartoftheartist. And I hope that you’ll 
read my blog and support the artists I 
feature. http://www.theheartoftheartist.
com/category/Blog/
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n   In a past issue I had 
a Scampclub dog that 
likes to be buried in 
the sand up to its 
head. This dog might 
like it but it is a bad 
idea so I don’t think 
that you should do 

this with your dog.
n The Humane Society of Ventura Coun-
ty will hold its third annual “Santa Paws” 
fund-raiser during the first two Sundays 

in December where pets - along with their 
families - can have their pictures taken with 
Santa.
 The first “Santa Paws” event will be held 
December 5 here in Ventura at the Ventura 
Beach Marriott Hotel, 2055 East Harbor 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 The cost is $20 for one 4 x 6 photo, but 
for an additional donation of $10 or more, 
families can have a compact disc containing 
all the digital photos taken of them. Photos 
and CDs will be ready to take home on the 
same day. 
 Greg Cooper, a professional photogra-
pher who also teaches at the Brooks Insti-
tute in Ventura, is the photographer.
 Proceeds go to the care of animals in 
need throughout Ventura County.
 For more information, call 646-6505 or 
656-5031.
 And if you email me the photo I will put 
it in Scampclub.
n Recently, not in Ventura, there has been 
a spate (I’m a college graduate ya  know) of 
attacks by raccoons on dogs and on some 
humans trying to protect their pets.
 Even though rabies are rare in West 

Professor Scamp
Ph.D

Professor Scamp, Ph.D  (Pretty Happy Dog)

Police Reports

Bail Bonds
8 % fo r m i litary,u n i o n c ard h o ld e rs , c it y, & sc h oo l e m ploy e e s

1 -877-774-2245
SponSored by Ventura automotiVe 805.648.5262

 

Scamp Club

Lost Cat

 My article of Novem-
ber 3 was about Fwonsa 
but I neglected to include 
a photo. This is Fwonsa a 
new Scampclub member.

 I wish that I could 
stand up but I fall over 
(maybe because some 
say I am a little over 
weight and have been 
put on a diet, I sure miss 
donuts).

Lost:
Male Siamese: 4 years old: No collar: 
Color Grey: Eyes Blue
Date Lost: 9/13/10: Vicinity Shoshone 
and Ventura Ave. Very friendly cat, 
likes to suck on blankets and fingers
Owner’s Name: Aprylle
Phone: 651-0409
E-mail: aprylletaylor@gmail.com
 

Join 
Scamp Club

Animals of all sorts can join the 
ScampClub. Email me your picture 
and a little about yourself, including 
your address, to Scampclub@ven-
turabreeze.com. You will be in the 
Breeze and receive a Scampclub Card.

Coast raccoons they still needed to go 
through painful shots (the people not the 
dogs).
 Even though they might look cute rac-
coons are very ornery so you should be care-
ful about feeding them, especially if you have 
a dog that will be outside where they eat.
n The Ventura Police and Ventura Fire 
Department responded to the 700 block of 
Milton Ave for a report of a dog bite victim. 
Officers arrived and determined that an un-
leashed stray dog had attacked a lady as she 
exited her backyard with her dog on a leash. 
 The stray dog, a 5-year-old pit bull mix, 
initially attacked the victim’s dog and as she 
attempted to intervene she was bitten on 
her hands and legs causing several punc-
ture wounds. Neighbors heard the victim’s 
screams for help and went to her aid. The 
stray dog was pulled off the victim and se-
cured with a rope until police arrived.
 The owner of the stray dog was located 
and stated that her dog wandered away pos-
sibly through an unsecured back gate. The 
owner also stated that this dog is currently 
licensed and has all necessary shots.
 It is nice that the dog has shots and a 
license but that doesn’t make the ladies (or 
dog’s) pain any less. Please make sure all 
gates that enclose your dog are self closing 
and locking to prevent this from happening.
 Of course if I escaped I would head to 
the nearest restaurant.
n And speaking of restaurants I noticed 
that Chicago For Ribs (on Main) now has 
some tables in front on the sidewalk so 
dogs are allowed to eat there. And ribs are 
one of my favorite foods right up there 
with almost anything edible.

by Veronica Johnson

Possession of Stolen Property
On Friday, November 12th, at 6:04 

p.m., VPD responded to a call from a 
store clerk of West Side Market, on the 
300 Block of West Ramona Street, re-
porting a second employee in a physical 
altercation with a possible theft suspect. 
Officers detained the suspect who was be-
ing held down by the store employee.  

The juvenile suspect, 15 years old, 
entered the store and obtained a 12 pack 
of beer from the cooler. The store clerk at 
the counter noticed the suspect was un-
derage and alerted the second employee. 
The second employee grabbed the sus-
pect and locked him inside the store.  

The suspect was in possession of sto-
len property taken from an unlocked 
vehicle. Officers were able to locate 
and contact the victim and return his 
property.  

The suspect was lodged into VC Ju-
venile Hall in Oxnard. Neither the sus-
pect nor any of the store’s employees 
were injured.
Use of a Destructive Device

On Saturday, November 13th, at 7:07 
a.m., the VPD received a call of a single 
gunshot heard from a nearby apartment 
in the 700 block of South Hill Road. 

Scamp Club

Lost:
Male Siamese: 4 years old: No collar: 
Color Grey: Eyes Blue
Date Lost: 9/13/10: Vicinity Shoshone 
and Ventura Ave. Very friendly cat, 
likes to suck on blankets and fingers
Owner’s Name: Aprylle
Phone: 651-0409
E-mail: aprylletaylor@gmail.com

 Scamp: Because I really do like them, I will be listing lost or found cats in some 
issues.
 When you’ve lost or found a cat in Ventura County, go to LostCatVentura.
com to list your cat or to find an owner.
 And please make sure that your best friend wears a collar with your phone num-
ber on it.

 Officers discovered that there was no 
gunshot; an unknown subject had put 
two dry ice bombs on the front porch of 
Anna Gibson’s apartment. Gibson was 
unhurt from the explosion and told of-
ficers that she thought the suspect might 
be an old boyfriend, James Bittl, 46 years 
old.
 Officers contacted Bittl at his home. 
Bittl admitted to placing the devices on 
the porch and told the officers that he 
wanted to scare Gibson because of cur-
rent relationship issues between the two. 
 Officers arrested Bittl and he was 
transported to VC Jail where he was 
booked. 
Community Crime Alert
 On Sunday, November 14th, at 7:15 
a.m., the VPD received a call in reference 
to several vehicles with slashed tires in 
the 9600 block of Chamberlain Street 
and Rhone Street.
 Officers discovered that 13 vehicles 
had tires slashed and 1 vehicle had been 
keyed. The officers contacted all of the 
victims and canvassed the area looking 
for any eyewitnesses. Based on state-
ments made to the officers it was deter-
mined that the crimes occurred between 
2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. The only descrip-
tion of the suspect is an unknown subject 
wearing a black hooded sweatshirt.

Bank Robbery
 On Monday, November 15th, at 2:00 
p.m., the suspect entered the Chase Bank 
on 2075 South Victoria Avenue, and 
walked up to a teller demanding mon-
ey. An undisclosed amount of cash was 
given to him, and he fled the bank in an 
unknown direction. No weapon was dis-
played or simulated. Both VPD and the 
FBI are investigating. 
Possession of Stolen Property
 On Friday, November 19th, at 3:00 
p.m., VPD responded to a call of a vehicle 
burglary that had just occurred on Main 
Street at Evergreen Street. Officers locat-
ed the 5 juvenile suspects, 4 males and a 
female, 3 blocks away and found a large 
amount of stolen property in a laundry 
basket nearby. VPD dispatch received a 
call of a residential burglary one block 

away. Officers were able to tie the resi-
dential burglary to the juvenile suspects 
as well as 2 other vehicle burglaries in the 
same general area. Stolen property was 
recovered at the scene. The suspects were 
charged with burglary, possession of sto-
len property, and conspiracy to commit a 
felony.
Resisting Arrest
 On Friday, November 19th, at 9:30 
p.m., the VPD received several calls re-
garding Gerardo Mendez, 19 years old, 
who was threatening citizens in the 
downtown Ventura area.  
 Officers contacted Mendez in the city 
parking lot located at Main and Palm 
Street.  Mendez refused to comply with 
officer’s orders. Officers placed Mendez 
under arrest and attempted to take him

Continued on page 19
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JoAnne Duby sculpture
Continued from page 10
 first started her art career. It was while 
teaching ceramics at Santa Barbara City 
College that she discovered her love for 
sculpting. 
 Hours are 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Sunday. Admission is $4 adults, 
$3 seniors, $1 children 6-17, members 
and children under 6 are free. For more 
museum information go to www.ven-
turamuseum.org or call 653-0323.

 “Green” is the 
theme of art 
exhibit at CMH
 ”Green” is the theme of a new art ex-
hibit Community Memorial Healthcare 
Foundation is showcasing at Commu-
nity Memorial Hospital from December 
6 through March 6, 2011. The public is 
invited to view the art at a “Meet the Art-
ists” reception on Tuesday, December 14, 
from 5 to 7 p.m., in the hospital’s first-
floor lobby. 
 Some paintings and drawings hang-
ing on the hospital’s first-floor walls will 
feature images of pastures, forests and la-
goons. 
 “It’s a little bit of everything,” said 
Emily Thompson, executive director of 
the Buenaventura Art Association, a co-
sponsor of the exhibit. “When I put out 
a call to our artists, I told them ‘Think 
green!’ This event is open to the public 
and reservations are not necessary. Com-
munity Memorial Hospital is located at 
147 N. Brent St. 

Senior Living

Lic# 565801008

The Best
Just Got Better

Come by for a tour of our 
newly remodeled building. We 

are thankful for all of you!

Independent Living, Assisted Living and Memory Care

1200 & 1220 Cypress Point Ln., Ventura

805.650.8000

Happy

Holidays

Have you ever wanted to help out
someone less fortunate or brighten the
holidays for someone in need? Now’s
your chance. We are proud to announce
that our Ornament Tree is now
available for you to pick out a special

senior that you would like to donate holiday gifts to this year. This
community service program is sponsored by Home Instead Senior Care.

Now through Sunday, December 12
All gifts will be donated to Among Friends

Adult Care Center for seniors in need

All you have to do is:
• Choose an ornament off the Ornament Tree with a name on it
• Purchase gifts for the person whose name you drew
• Wrap the presents in gift bags with your ornament attached to the bag
• Bring your gifts to our community and we’ll take care of the rest

For more information: Call (805) 644-6710.

Independent Living • Personalized Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care • Exceptional Experiences Every DaySM

5440 Ralston St, Ventura, CA 93003 • www.brookdaleliving.com
RCFE # 565801284

Exceptional Experiences Every Day is a Service Mark of Brookdale Senior Living Inc., Nashville, TN, USA. 00962-ROP01-1110

BE ASanta
TO A SENIOR!

The Senior Cone-nection

Cindy Laverty’s 
Caregiving: 
eldercare made 
clear & simple 
by Nanci Cone

 According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
by 2050, the 65 and over age group is ex-
pected to reach 88.5 million, more than 
double what it was in 2000. Those most 
likely to need care — those 85 and older 
— will increase 74 percent from 2007 to 
2030. 
 This means that more family mem-
bers - spouses and children - will be-
come caregivers for their loved ones.  
This is often very stressful and statis-
tics have shown that often the caregiver 
will predecease the person for whom 
they are caring.
 Help is out there to make it easier for 
those who find themselves as new care-
givers! Caregiving – Eldercare Made Clear 
& Simple is a guide, which provides you 
with encouraging and practical informa-
tion, as well as personal insight from Cin-
dy Laverty’s own experiences about her 
journey to finally learn to care for herself, 
along with a CD of reprintable forms to 
help you create a workable plan for your 
unique situation. 
 Cindy Laverty is a radio host, moti-
vational speaker, professional caregiver 
and the founder of The Care Company, 
a Southern California-based caregiver 
consultancy that teaches individuals how 
to manage these systems to avoid getting 
lost or abused by them. Known as the 
"compassionate caregiver's best friend", 
Cindy knows how to navigate the com-
plex caregiver and "baby boomer" land-
scape that includes hospitals, doctors, 
insurance forms, prescription drugs and 
much more. Cindy will advise caregivers 
how they can help their loved ones while 
avoiding burnout themselves. “It is true 
that we do not always end up doing what 
we think we are most suited for,” Cindy 
says.  How true that is!
 Caring for aging loved ones is one of 
life’s most difficult challenges. You want 
to be there for elderly family members, 
but time is fleeting, careers get in the way, 
your family has needs and making the 
right decisions is time-intensive and of-
ten overwhelming. You simply don’t have 
the time to attend to everyone’s needs. 
More importantly, you don’t know where 
to begin or what to do. This is where Cin-
dy’s book can help a caregiver navigate 
the system and teach you what you need 
to know in plain, easy-to-read language.   
 The book includes a cd with all the 
forms that various programs require 
when registering the senior for help.  It 
alleviates the need for contacting each 
agency and requesting the information 
to be sent or having to actually visit each 
venue.   Everything is right there in one 
convenient place.  Additionally, the last 
chapter of the book provides addresses 
and phone numbers for important orga-
nizations such as AARP, the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation, the American Cancer Soci-
ety, the Area Agency on Aging - basically 
all the important contact information 
anyone could want.
 To find out more about Cindy Laver-
ty and her company, The Care Company, 
email her at info@thecarecompany.biz 
or call the main office at (818) 623-3011.  
For more information about Caregiving: 
Eldercare Made Clear & Simple,  contact 
Bob Mazza at (310) 994-4847.

Light Up A Life 
Celebration
 Livingston Memorial Visiting Nurse 
Association’s 26th Annual Light Up 
A Life Celebration will take place on 
Tuesday evening, December 7 at the Pa-
cific View Mall. Special guests, the Chan-
nelAires, Ventura County’s award win-
ning chorus, will sound-off the evening 
at 6:30pm, followed by names of loved 
ones being read during the tree lighting 
ceremony. This event is free to attend. 
Light Up is a celebration and campaign 
to increase awareness and raise funds for 
Livingston Hospice. The campaign goal 
is to raise $50,000 to benefit Livingston 
Hospice, the first Medicare Certified hos-
pice in Ventura County.
 Livingston invites all residents of 
Ventura County to support this year’s 
campaign. Memory Stars can be ordered 
online for $25 each at livingstonvna.org 
or by calling 642-0239. Event sponsor-
ship is also available.

“Brussels On My Mind” by Ted Lombard will 
be at CMH where “Green” is the theme
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Limit one trade-in per aid. Coupons not valid with other offers or discounts.  Expires 12/30/10

Bring in Your Old Hearing Aid

GET $500 OFF
Any New Siemens Digital Motion™ 100 

You Pay $1,395 each with trade-in
 (everyday retail price $1,895/each) 

Call or visit us today to get started 
with a precision hearing screening:☎  

Gold Coast Audiology, Inc.
“Yours for better hearing!”

VENTURA
3003 Loma Vista Rd., Suite C

805.626.3128

OJAI
Ojai Valley Shopping Center 

1211 Maricopa Hwy., Suite 109

805.633.3023

Join us on:

TRADE-IN 
YOUR HEARING AID!

Trade-in Your Old Hearing Aids For Newer Technology 
From Siemens...And Stay Connected To Your World.

The future is now.
You’re never more that a click away 

from your hometown paper! 
Come visit us!

www.venturabreeze.com

PACIFIC COAST COIN
AND CURRENCY

CASH FOR GOLD

2555 EAST MAIN STREET

805.648.2556

BUY
Gold
Silver

Platinum 
Diamonds

SELL
Coins

Jewelry

Watches

Elliot’s Un� nished Furniture
Family owned for 39 years!

1501 Palma Drive • Ventura • 805.639.9222
www.elliots.com

Mon. - Fri. 10 -5:30 • Sat. 10 - 5 • Sun. 12 - 4

Ventura Automotive 
Complete Repair and Service

Gold Shield & Test Only Station

Open Seven days 8am to 7pm and Sundays too!
500 N. Ventura Avenue, Ventura

648.5262/218.9846
vtaautorepair.com

$39.95
Smog Check, Certifi cate Extra

(Most Vehicles)
In & Out Quickly!

Change ownership, test only, out of state, 
gross polluters, bi-annual inspections.

Must present Coupon Expires 12/31/10

Open Seven days 8am to 7pm and Sundays too!

Alternator and starter

Battery, wiring, lights 
and radio

Body and hardware

Body electrical

Brakes and wheels

Cooling

Cruise control

Drive shaft and axles

Engine

Flywheel, clutch 
and gearshift

Front suspension

Fuel and exhaust

Heat and air 
conditioning

Rear suspension

Steering gear, 
linkage and pumps

Transmission

Tune-up and 
emissions

Window motors and 
regulators only

Specializing in:

Import and Domestic.
We certify diesel trucks.

Emergency Service 
24/7

657.8341   866.304.2957
Sponsored by Bail Bond Services of Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties 877.774.BAIL

Fleur Lilly is an online girl’s designer clothing, 
shoes and accessories boutique.

We sell girl’s clothing from infant to size 14
Designer fashions imported from all over the world
Fabulous baby and toddler clothing with style 
     and bling!
Beautiful holiday & special occasion dresses & shoes
Gorgeous tutu selection
Funky & fabulous school & winter fashions
Just a couple of reasons why celebrities 
     shop at Fleur Lilly Boutique!

Phone: 805.358.4900   www.fleurlilly.com

Scott O’Connor 
at Harbor 
Village Gallery

Scott O’Connor’s Blacklight Galax-
sea is showing at the Harbor Village Gal-
lery until  January 19, 2011. An opening re-

ception will be held on Friday, December 3,  
from 5 – 8pm.
O’Connor builds his paintings with depth 
and lots of texture. His thick colorful palate 
used for Galaxsea is in acrylic paint, because 
“oil doesn’t glow in the dark.” O’Connor 
lives in Ventura at The Galaxy Gallery, a 
home he often invites friends to for painting 
party’s or magic shows.  This is O’Connor’s 
first solo exhibit with the Buenaventura Art 
Association.
 The Harbor Village Gallery is located at 
1591 Spinnaker Dr.,in the Ventura Harbor 
Village, next to the big lawn. Open Wednes-
day through Monday (closed on Tuesdays) 
from 12 to 5 p.m.  For more information, 
call the gallery at 644-2750 or visit www.
harborvillagegallery.com or www.buenaven-
turagallery.org
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Pari-Mutuel Wagering with 
Instant Payoffs at Track Odds

10 W. Harbor Blvd., Ventura
(805) 653-2533
www.venturacountyfair.org/derby

.Free Admission and Parking
Wednesdays & Thursdays

.Full Service Bars and Restaurant
.Must be 18+ to enter

Bring a Friend to the Derby Club for free. 
Buy one admission & present this ad, your friend gets in FREE!

School

Jamy MacLellan, School Resource Officer for 
the Ventura Police Department, introduces the 
high-tech presentation about decision-making 
to students at Ventura High School

Big screens help 
students make 
good choices
by Tim Pompey

Three 11 by 43 foot screens tower in 
front of the student cafeteria. They are all 
part of the presentation being prepared 
this morning for students at Foothill Tech-
nology High School. Crank up the volume. 
Welcome the celebrities. The Ventura Po-
lice Department and the Ventura Unified 
School District have joined in a high-tech 
partnership to educate teens about driving 
safety.

The intent of this partnership is clear. 
For the school district and the police depart-
ment, teens who drive are an at-risk audi-
ence. Driving, drinking, texting, and drug 
use are all part of the normal high school 
culture. So, for the next hour or so, an up-
beat show filled with student testimonies, 
celebrity appearances, and chart topping 
music will try to convince students to stay 
sober, stay focused, and stay alive.

The police department and school 
district joined together three years ago to 
develop these types of presentations. This 
particular program is funded through a 
grant from the California Office of Traffic 
and Safety and contracted with Multimedia 
Motivational Assemblies. The program was 
scheduled to be shown to students at Foot-
hill, Ventura, and Buena High School.

“It’s aimed at teenage students,” says 
Corporal Al Gomez, who supervises the 
VPD’s three School Resource Officers. “We 
hope to reduce any type of service call by 
educating the students as well as the school 
administrators.”

The approach is big and bold and has 

the strong support of some important 
names in the film and music industry. 
There’s also a heavy corporate presence. Lo-
gos on the screen include Nestles, Bose, Eiki, 
Pioneer, and Da-Lite. According to Gomez, 
the goal is to use all this celebrity influence 
and corporate power to “put out a clear de-
cisive message on behaviors which may ulti-
mately become destructive.”
 School Resource Officer Jamy MacLel-
lan agrees. “The value is to continue to 
educate our youth to make good sound 
decisions,” he says. “Bringing this type of as-
sembly is the key to making sound decisions 
in their high school careers and beyond, into 
college and adulthood.”
 The speed and rapidity of that message 
are evident during this morning’s student 
assembly. Opening with Green Day’s “Know 
Your Enemy,” music and film clips fire 
across the screens. Scenes from “Star Trek,” 
“Twilight,” and dozens of other popular 
movies and TV shows are interspersed with 
teen interviews about safe driving. 
 One interview features a young man 
named David who was driving drunk when 
he crashed his car. He described his serious 
injuries and how it affected not only his life, 
but the rest of his family. Another segment 
told the story of Nick Adenhart, a promising 
pitcher for the California Angels who was 
killed in 2009 in a traffic accident caused by 
a drunk driver. Sobering stuff presented as 
rapid-fire commentary.
 Foothill Principal Joe Bova likes the ap-
proach and the message: “I really appreciate 
our partnership. I’m glad they pursued this 
grant to give our students an opportunity 
to hear from a wider group of people about 
decision-making, including a group from 
popular culture.”
 The approach is multi-pronged, multi-
level, subliminal and overt. Also heav-
ily dosed with star-power-influence. For the 
folks at VPD and VUSD, their hope is that 
all this celebrity power will drive home the 
point. By using media tools that teens tap 
into on a daily basis, they want students to 
think about safety, avoid danger, drive safe-
ly, and ultimately, live long enough to enjoy 
their future.

Ventura’s 2010 
Green School 
Award winner 
announced
 In celebration of America Recycles 
Day on November 15, the City of Ventura 
Environmental Services announced that 
Portola Elementary School as the winner of 
the fourth annual Green School Award for 
achievement in environmental excellence.
 Ventura Mayor Bill Fulton and Agro-
min Premium Soil Products CEO Bill Ca-
marillo presented the award to Portola El-
ementary School at an all-school assembly.  
Principal Robert Ruiz accepted the award, 
and many of the students wore green shirts 
to show their enthusiasm for winning the 
environmental excellence recognition.  Ven-
tura Unified School District Superintendent 
Dr. Trudy Arriaga, and Board Member Mary 
Haffner attended the award presentation 
and congratulated the school on their out-
standing environmental efforts.
 They were also honored at the begin-
ning of the City Council meeting on Mon-
day, November 15 in the Ventura City Hall 
Council Chambers.
 Representatives from the City’s Envi-
ronmental Services and Agromin selected 
Portola Elementary as the winning school 
based on an application submitted by the 
school. The application detailed the ongo-
ing environmental efforts by the students, 
parents, faculty and staff.
 “Portola Elementary was selected be-
cause of their impressive recycling program 
that helps to fund their Fifth Grade Out-
door Education program,” said Environ-
mental Specialist Christine Wied. She add-
ed, “The school has developed a culture of 
“it is easy to be green” through not only their 
recycling and waste reduction programs but 
also in their energy and water conservation.”
 “Many public and private schools are 
making great efforts to help our environ-
ment,” Wied continued. “The City in part-
nership with Agromin Premium Soil Prod-
ucts, wanted to recognize and encourage 
those school efforts through the creation of 
an annual Green School Award.”  

Heal the Beach
by Jenna Harmon

 Ventura High School’s Heal the Beach 
Club is making waves again.  On Decem-
ber 11, Heal the Beach will host their sec-
ond annual surf contest.  The surf con-
test is open to anyone who is willing to 
participate, as long as the participant is 
confident in their surfing and swimming 
skills.  The entry fee is $25 which is used 
to pay for the event and fund future proj-
ects for the club.  The club has monthly 

Ventura school 
district faces 
tough times, 
tough choices
by Tim Pompey

 Given the dire economic situ-
ation faced by the Ventura Unified  
School District, the failure of Measure 
H to pass in the most recent round of  
elections has many local Venturans, 

including Superintendent Trudy 
Arriaga,scratching their heads. “We 
worked hard on this measure,” she 
says. “We made more than 13,000 calls 
around the city.” 
 Why then did it fall short? “It’s a 
combination of things,” she explains. 
“There’s an unrest and distrust of Sac-
ramento and sometimes people heap 
us all together. Also, it takes a two-
thirds majority vote and that’s an up-
hill battle. We also realize that these 
are difficult times for people.”
 Measure H, which would have lev-
ied an annual assessment of $96 on lo-
cal property owners, was important to 
the district because, given Sacramen-
to’s huge budget deficit and massive 
cutbacks in school funding, it remains 
the only local tax funding option avail-
able to the district. 
 Now, with the voter’s rejection of 
Measure H, the district must step up 
their search for additional funding, 
such as the most recent magnet grant 
they received from the U.S. Secretary 
of Education which provides $850,000 
a year for the next three years to the 
newly established DeAnza Academy of 
Technology and the Arts. 
 However, beyond grant writing, 
Arriaga lists other possible options, 
such as maximizing their ADA (Aver-
age Daily Attendance), continuing Sat-

urday schools, and diverting facility 
dollars for general funding. There will 
also be renewed appeals to the commu-
nity through the Ventura Educational 
Partnership, PTAs, and PTOs. While 
these sources are viable, they are also 
sporadic and limited in scope.
 Looking ten years down the road, 
Arriaga remains optimistic about the 
future of school funding. “I think the 
state will be in better shape and we will 
reprioritize our children,” she states. 
Arriaga continues to assert that “edu-
cation on the front end is more cost-
effective than rehab on the back end.” 
 She expresses her faith in Califor-
nia’s ability to solve the state’s school-
funding problem: “I just have to be-
lieve that we will have figured it out.”
 Still, for the near future, she 
wonders about the ability of her 
district to continue to provide the 
Ventura community with high-
qualityeducation.“We are a quality 
school district,” she affirms. But for 
how long? Arriaga is troubled by teach-
er layoffs, forced furlough days, and 
salary cuts, as well as increased class 
sizes and the elimination of many pop-
ular school programs. And, come Janu-
ary, another round of cutbacks may be 
looming: “We’ve already made 20 mil-
lion in cuts, and as we face the future, 
we know there are additional cuts to 
come. I can’t help but wonder ‘When is 
it enough?’”
 Arriaga knows the potential im-
pact of having a local source for school 
funding and realizes the difference a 
Measure H can make for the district’s 
immediate financial future. So, while 
Measure H fell short, she’s confident 
that the district will work vigorously 
to find additional funding sources: 
“It’s not dead. We’re looking at all of 
our options. One thing we know for 
sure. The need is still there.”

beach clean-ups and is hoping to use the 
profit from the surf contest to start water 
testing in the ocean.  The club’s hope is to 
institute a water testing plan and create 
a website posting the results of our test-
ing. The club plans to post results weekly.  
This website will be available for anyone 
in the community to utilize.  
 Heal the Beach is a club at Ventura 
High School run by co-presidents Jenna 
Harmon and Julia Polzien.  It is devoted 
to keeping Ventura’s beaches clean and 
healthy.  Along with the surf contest, 
the other main event the club hosts is a 
paddleboard race every September.  If you 
would like to participate in the surf con-
test or learn more about our club please 
email healthebeach@yahoo.com.

 Arriaga remains 
optimistic about 

the future of school 
funding
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Sports
VC basketball
by The Hammer

 Congratulations to the Ventura 
City College Women’s basketball pro-
gram! Over the past 20 year, and in-
cluding  three games into this season, 
the Lady Pirates presented Coach Ned 
Mircetic that departments 600 victory! 
 The next home game for the Lady Pi-
rates is Dec. 14 as they host Rio Honda at 
5;00pm
 The men’s team appears to be alive 
and playing. Even though they’re on their 
second of a two year play-off ban, they 
look focused.
 On the week-end of November 18-
21, the Buc’s took charge of their second 
tournament, of the season,  in Irvine.  
They swept through the tourney in high 
gear. This new and improved squad is 
breathing offensive fire. 
 In the championship game they 
pounded Long Beach C.C. 91-79. James 
Ennis, tournament MVP,  was blazing 
hot, 10-18 field goal attempts, on his way 
to tourney game high of 31 points.
 Before that game, VC was “hitting on 
all cylinders,  blowing out Long Beach 
C.C. 72-49.Ennis lead with 19 points, 
closely followed by Mike Melonos who 
had a double-double of his own, 16 
points  and 10 rebounds. 
 In the opening game they struggled 
somewhat with Cerritos 88-80. James En-
nis led with 24 points and 17 boards.
 Their next home game will be January 
8 with Cuesta. This will be their second 
WSC game.

Books on sale 
for 50% off

Friends of the Library Bookstore, lo-
cated on the first floor of the Foster Li-
brary is having a “special” on all teen and 
children’s books. These books-including 
teen and children’s Christmas books- are 
on sale for 50% off from now until the end 
of the year. This is truly a “deal” with the 
books being sold at “rock bottom” prices. 
It is also a two-fold community event- 
the public receives wonderful books that 
they have accumulated throughout the 
year. The purchaser also does a commu-
nity service as the money received funnels 
back into the library as FOL continues to 
sponsor the various children’s reading 
programs, purchase of books, etc.

You can find the F.O.L. Bookstore by 
the new lettering on the windows! We 
also have a three-tiered shelf of children’s 
for sale, prices ranging from 25 cents to 
$1.00 on the second floor of the library. 

In December, F.O.L is having free 
gift wrapping for purchases made for 
Christmas presents. A small table will be 
outside the bookstore on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons from 2 pm to 4 pm. 
They look forward to having all of you 
come, browse and purchase.

Frequent flier 
miles to help 
grant wishes

The Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
the Tri-Counties is asking people to 
donate frequent flier miles that can 
be used to help grant wishes. The do-
nated miles are used to send sick chil-
dren and their families on wish trips. 
The Foundation needs about 12 mil-
lion miles a year to grant the wishes. 

The Foundation can accept do-
nated miles from AirTran Airways, 
Continental Airlines, Delta Airlines, 
United Airlines and U.S. Airways. 

To donate miles, call Janelle Boehrer 
at 676-9474 x0.

Soroptimist 
announces 
applications 
for 
scholarships

Soroptimist International of Ventu-
ra, California, a local service club for bu-
siness and professional women with the 
goal of making a difference in the lives of 
women and girls, announces that appli-
cations are now available for two scho-
larships. 

The Violet Richardson Award ho-
nors young women for their volunteer 
efforts in their school or community. It 
is awarded annually to a teen, ages 14-17, 
who resides in Ventura and her volunteer 
organization, to recognize the inspira-
tion and dedication it takes to be a vo-
lunteer making a difference in the lives of 
others

Applications are available at Buena 
High School, Foothill Technological 
High School, St. Bonaventure High 
School and Ventura High School or from 
Kay Armstrong at 656-5218 or kayaarms-
trong@gmail.com . Applications will be 

VC Career 
Awareness 
Camps
 Ventura College Community Educa-
tion is offering three free Career Aware-
ness Camps in December for students in 
grades 7 and 8 on December 20, 21, and 22.  
 Fun with Computer Gaming will teach 
students how to design and program their 
own computer games.  Students also will 
learn about the wide variety of jobs that use 
virtual realities in their day-to-day opera-
tions.  This camp will run from 10:00 a.m.–
2:00 p.m.  The instructor is Erik Ameri-
kaner, a Microsoft Certified Professional 
Trainer.  He is a co-author and reviewer of 
numerous textbooks in the field of com-
puter applications and teaches at Oak Park 
High School.  
 “Rockin’ Robotics” will provide stu-
dents with the opportunity to use math, 
science, and engineering, while working 
in teams, to design their own amazing 
machines.  Camp times will be from 8:30 
a.m–12:30 p.m.  The instructor for Rockin’ 
Robotics is Neal Friedman, Director of the 
Simi Valley based Robotics And Things, 
which makes motorized modular build-
ing systems and robotic parts and kits.  He 
gives children’s workshops on how to cre-
ate and build robotic vehicles.
 In “Construction is Cool,” students 
will learn about the wide variety of jobs 
in the construction industry, while draw-
ing plans, estimating costs, and building 
a model of a garden shed.  Construction 
is Cool will meet from 8:00 a.m.–12:00 
p.m.  Instructor Laurie Bennett has been 
involved for the last 20 years in local career 
education workshops.  She is also the Edu-
cation Chairwoman for the National As-
sociation of Women in Construction and 
Ventura County Contractors Association.  
 For more information or to register, 
please go to www.communityed.ventura-
college.edu or call the Community Educa-
tion Office at 654-6459.

accepted through December 30. 
 The Women’s Opportunity Award 
is targeted at women who are returning 
or entering the job market and who 
need to further their skills, education or 
training to upgrade their employment 
status. Candidates should be heads of 
households who are enrolled or accep-
ted in a technical or vocational/skills 
training program or an undergraduate 
degree program. Applications are avai-
lable from Kay Armstrong, 656-5218, or 
any club member. You may also request 
one via email to kayaarmstrong@gmail.
com.  Applications must be received by 
January 15, 2011.
 For more information about Sorop-
timist and how you can become a mem-
ber, please call Sherry at 701-1251 or em-
ail  SIVenturaclub@gmail.com . 

Ventura events
Continued from page 9
returned from Elton John’s latest tour. 
He has performed and/or recorded with a 
long list of bands and performers includ-
ing Diana Krall, Natalie Cole, Ray Charles, 
Ella Fitzgerald,  Saxophonist and group 
leader, Karl Keller combines engineering 
and writing with jazz performances rang-
ing from Chicago to L.A. and including 
many years performing with Manhattan 
Beach’s Hyperion Outfall Serenaders and 
Santa Barbara’s Ulysses S. Jasz.
 Non-member admission for the af-
ternoon is $10.00, or $7.00 for members. 
The afternoon begins at 1 with jam ses-
sions of qualified amateur and profes-
sional musicians, and ends with jams
until 5 PM.
 For additional information call 487-
3062 or see http://www.channelcities-
jazzclub.org.

Ojai events
 The Ojai Film Society will screen 
two fundraising films in December. 
The first is Mao’s Last Dancer on 
December 5, the inspiring true story of 
Chinese ballet dancer Li Cuxon who defect-
ed to the U. S. in the early 1980s. 

 The second film is The Girl Who 
Kicked the Hornet’s Nest scheduled for 
December 12. This film marks the closing 
chapter of Stieg Larsson’s Millennium tril-
ogy. With her brilliant computer skills and 
iron will, character Lisbeth Salander brings a 
thrilling end to the story that has captivated 
millions around the world. 
 The films are on Sundays at 4:30 pm at 
the Ojai Playhouse. All tickets are $10 at the 
door. For more information call 646-8946 
or visit www.ojaifilmsociety.org.
 The 26th annual Ojai Peddler’s Fair 
is being held from 9am - 4pm Saturday 
and Sunday, December 11 & 12. Located 
inside the Chapparal Auditorium at 414 
E. Ojai Ave. Parking is free in the adjacent 
municipal parking lot, and admission is 
always free.
 Held rain or shine, the Peddler’s Fair is 
chock-full of quality antiques, collectibles, 
handcrafts and international crafts. This is 
a benefit for the Mira Monte PTO.
 Vendors are sought. For more information, 
please contact Pat at 964-8915 or Jodie at 
640-4384 x2284.
 The Ojai Valley Museum is having a 
party you won’t want to miss! 
 The museum hosts its first Gala Holi-
day Party on Friday, December 3 from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the museum galleries. 
The theme of the night is “Mystery at the 
Museum” which includes a cocktail party 
with delectable edibles by “Private Chef Rob-
in” and a no-host bar; a beguiling Treasure 
Hunt especially created by renowned Clue 
Master, Jamie Fleming; and a finale of draw-
ing the winners of the museum’s Fall Raffle 
fundraiser. Ojai Harpist, Betty Goodspeed, 
will provide the musical component of the 
evening.
 Following an hour of food, drink, and 
visiting, attendees will be handed magni-
fying glasses for the premier event of the 
evening: the Treasure Hunt among the 
paintings, sculpture, and historical objects 
exhibited in the museum. 
 The Gala evening’s finale is the draw-
ing for fabulous prizes in the museum’s Fall 
Raffle fundraiser. Several hundred-ticket 
buyers have the chance to win from among 
20 primo items including fine art; lodging/
dinner packages; tours, and events. 
 Tickets for “Mystery at the Museum” 
are limited. 640-1390 to reserve yours now.  
The RSVP deadline has been extended to ac-
commodate your holiday calendars.
 Inspired by a casual chat that turned 
creative last Christmas, Ojai Art Center The-
ater has plumbed the talents of singers, ac-
tors, musicians and elves for an original fam-
ily holiday show called, “We’ll Be Home for 
Christmas.” 
 Lots of surprises are in store, including 
unusual songs unearthed from the past and, 
afterward in the gallery, kids can get their 
pictures taken with Santa Claus while fami-
lies mingle in a festive atmosphere.
 “We’ll Be Home for Christmas,” an orig-
inal holiday show borne from local talent, 
brings an air of traditional and unique

Continued on page 16
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Show Time
Tales from the 
afterlife
by Mira Reverente

 “It was on out-of-body experience, 
like seeing your body down there and be-
ing above everything else in the room,” 
recalled Brother Gary Joseph, author of 
“Proof of the Afterlife: The Conversa-
tion Continues.”
 The recently released book chron-
icles Brother Gary’s childhood and 
family life leading up to his afterlife 
encounter. The encounter also led to a 
calming realization. 
His 30-minute experience
 Brother Gary’s on and off heart 
problems started in 2005, but he kept 
getting sent home after doctors could 
not find anything wrong with him. 
 “They even thought I had cancer 
one time,” revealed Brother Gary. But 
one hospital visit involving an arrhyth-
mia episode stands out in his memory. 
It was September 27, 2005.
 Brother Gary remembers waking 
up at 1:15 am and feeling unusually en-
ergetic. “So I walked around, watched 
some TV and tried to fall asleep,” he 
recalled. 
 The next thing he remembers was 
a powerful, frightening presence in the 
room. “I think I tried to run from the 
room three times and ended up col-
lapsing on the floor,” he said. 
 Then he recalls his heart stopping, 
similar to a train or bus coming to a 
halt with the electricity shutting down. 
He didn’t realize he was dying.
 He was revived after 30 minutes, 
with the TV remote control still in his 
hand. “I remember that God was speak-
ing to me, so unlike the way we humans 
speak and I wanted to stay with him,” 
he recalled. 
 Much later, Brother Gary was told 
that God starts to meet people upon 
their death. His family physician also 
told him that he was off “somewhere 
where very few people return from.” 
His father
 Brother Gary remembers a child-
hood fraught with abuse and denial. 
“My dad was abusive and my mom had 
her head in the sand,” he recalled.
 Brother Gary thinks his 2005 after-
life encounter was God’s way of mak-
ing it up to him for growing up with 
an abusive earthly father. “I finally un-
derstood what a real father does,” he 
stated. 
 Two days after his afterlife encoun-
ter, his dad appeared to him two days 
in a row. “He wasn’t in a good place. 
That much I’ve pieced together,” he 
said. 
 But those appearances have given 
him peace of mind and closure. More 
importantly, he has learned to forgive 
and understand real love. “He was hu-
man too, who made a lot of mistakes,” 
said Brother Gary of his father. 
His calling
 In 2008, Brother Gary started a new 
congregation within the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles called the Servants of 
the Father of Mercy. The private con-
gregation’s primary mission is caring 
for the homeless, similar to the late 
Mother Teresa’s lifelong mission. 
 He described their daily opera-
tion, “We go out and seek the homeless 
on an almost daily basis and deliver 
snacks, bottled water, prayer cards and 
rosaries.” The congregation serves over 
10,000 homeless people annually from 
Santa Barbara to LA. 

His message
 Brother Gary also communicates 
through his writings – mostly songs 
and training manuals for the church. 
He compares his work to daily occur-
rences in our lives – purposeful and 
powerful. 
 “Our whole life is a conversation 
with God,” said Brother Gary. Dreams 
and other daily experiences in our lives 
are God’s way of communicating with 
us, according to him. But we only get 
to participate in the conversation if we 
have faith and become merciful to one 
another. 
 And as for his afterlife experience, 
he said, “There is clear, undeniable 
proof that it exists because I was there 
once and I came back.”
 For more information:
Proof of the Afterlife: The Conversa-
tion Continues: Lecture and Book 
Signing
 Friday, December 3, 2010, 7pm to 
9pm Santa Paula Community Center, 
530 West Main Street, Santa Paula, CA 
93060
 Live Music by Peter Torsiello, OCP 
Artist & Worship Leader
 To purchase the book online: www.
servantsofthefather.org, www.barne-
sandnoble.com

Two on the Aisle

Leading Ladies is 
a Fun Farce
by Jim Spencer & Shirley Lorraine

Stories based on the complications 
that result when a hero meets the girl of 
his dreams while dressed in drag have 
been a staple of comedies for centu-
ries, from Shakespeare to Billy Wilder’s 
“Some Like it Hot.”  Playwright Ken 
Ludwig (who also penned the Tony-
winning “Lend me a Tenor” and “Crazy 
for You”) has used the device to great 
advantage in “Leading Ladies,” a farce 
now playing at the Santa Paula Theater 
Center through December 19, 2010.     

Set in the 1950s, the story revolves 
around Leo and Jack, two second-rate 
actors from England. They are trav-
elling though Pennsylvania trying to 
make a living by performing scenes from 
Shakespeare in lodge halls and church 
basements when they hear an elderly lo-
cal resident has left a chunk of her for-
tune to her long lost English nephews.   
The two decide to pose as the missing 
relatives and collect the inheritance.  

However, on arriving they learn 
the absent heirs are actually the lady’s 
nieces, and the old gal, Aunt Florence, 
is still alive.  Undeterred, they don 
women’s clothes from their costume 
trunk and forge ahead.  While dressed 
as girls they meet Meg, another niece 
of Aunt Florence, and Florence’s aide 
Audrey, plus Meg’s pastor-fiancé and 
others.  Leo falls in love with Meg.  Jack 
is smitten with Audrey and, as they say, 
complications and comedy ensue.

It has been said that, when sur-
rounded by a brilliant setting, the val-
ue of any gem can be enhanced.  For 
this production director Fred Helsel 
has surrounded his leading players 
with some of the most accomplished 
veteran actors available.  Ronald Rezac 
plays Meg’s intended, the greedy and 
lubricious Reverend Duncan, with self-
indulgent innocence.  Leslie Nichols 
portrays the wonderfully grumpy and 
terminally energetic Aunt Florence, a 
lady with nine lives who keeps return-
ing from the brink to reinvigorate the 
action.  Doug Friedlander is a giggle as 
Doc, the frenetic M.D. whose ability to 
predict his patient’s demise is akin to 
the ability to herd cats.

Katy Cryns shines as the efferves-
cent Meg and shows excellent comedic 
timing.   Erin Hollander convincingly 
infuses the character of Audrey with 
believable energy, while Aaron Lovato 
as Butch, her boyfriend, adds to his re-
sume as a developing actor.  Providing 
solid atmosphere assistance in mul-
tiple roles is Nelson Fox.

Supported by this impressive cad-
re, Bobby Dantona as Leo and Aaron 
Strange as Jack are given free reign to 
roam through the multiple costume, 
comic and character changes their 
roles demand. Strange is particularly 
effective as the less verbal of the two, 
imbuing his role with many physical 
actions. Both are strong in their respec-
tive personas, leading the way to con-
tinued laughs. 

Curtain time for “Leading Ladies” 
is 8 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays and 
at 2:30 p.m. on Sundays through De-
cember 19.  Tickets range from $18 for 
adults to $12 for children 12 and un-
der.  The Santa Paula Theater Center 
is located at 125 S. 7th Street, Santa 
Paula. 525-4645. www.santapaulathe-
atercenter.org. 

Ojai events
Continued from page 15
songs amid a joyous family atmosphere to 
the Ojai Art Center Theater. Includes photo 
opportunities with Santa. The show runs 
from Dec. 3 to 19 at 7:30 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays, 3 p.m. Sundays at Ojai Art Center 
Theater, 113 S. Montgomery St.  Tickets are 
$15 general, $12 students, seniors and Art 
Center members and $10 kids under 10. For 
reservations, call at 640-8797 or log on to: 
www.OjaiACT.org.
 Guitarist Barry Cooper will play at 
the Ojai Library on Sunday December 5 
at 1pm.  He will play selections from the 
music that is coming to be known as “The 
Great American Song Book”. Mr. Cooper 
is a retired professional musician who has 
played with Natalie Cole, Waylon Jennings, 
Buddy Greco and many others. Mr. Cooper 
will be joined by singer Ellen Johnson whose 
recordings have been featured in Down Beat 
and many other publications
 Join Montessori School of Ojai for their 
Holiday Bazaar featuring products and 
items that will make your holiday shopping 
easy, green, and benefit MSO. Open to the 
Public. They will be serving soup and coffee.
 December 2, 5:30-7:30pm. Please 
RSVP @ Karberry67@gmail.com 
 The Ojai Community Chorus is excited 
to announce that it will present Handel’s 
“Messiah” as its winter concert, accompa-
nied by the Ojai Youth Symphony. The well-
loved “Messiah” is a thrilling way to usher 
in the holiday season, with its magnificent 
solos and choruses and exciting orchestral 
arrangements. We all stand in awe as we ex-
perience the grandeur the “Hallelujah Cho-
rus,” is all its power and beauty. 
 What other community the size of Ojai 
has a symphony orchestra? What other 
community can boast that the orchestra is 
made up of the community’s youth, our fu-
ture professional musicians?
 All music lovers should join in support-
ing both Chorus and Symphony in this 
event. Half of the proceeds will benefit the 
Youth Symphony, so in attending, you are 
helping fund both artistic endeavors. 
 Starting to think about those Christ-
mas presents? A holiday boutique and 
bake sale will also be held, so maybe you 
will find just the right gift. 
 Please reserve Saturday, December 
4, (3 p.m. and 7 p.m.) or Sunday, De-
cember 5 (3 p.m.) to attend this wonder-
ful concert. It will be held at the Ojai Valley 
Community Church , 907 El Centro St. 
Tickets are available at Ojai Village Florist, 
from Chorus members, and at the door. The 
suggested donation is as follows: general ad-
mission, $20, students and seniors 65 and 
older, $15, and children 6 through 11, $5.00. 
Children under 5 are free.
 For further information, call 640-0468. 

Religion

The Story of 
Chanukah
 Every year Jewish people around the 
world celebrate the holiday of Chanukah, 
the Festival of Lights. Chanukah begins 
on the 25th day of the Hebrew month 
of Kislev, but the starting date on the 
western calendar varies from year to 
year. This year it starts on sundown 
on December 1. The holiday celebrates 
the events which took place over 2,300 
years ago in the land of Judea, which is 
now Israel 
 As the story is told long ago in the 
land of Judea there was a Syrian king, 
Antiochus. The king ordered the Jew-
ish people to reject their God, their re-
ligion, their customs and their beliefs 
and to worship the Greek gods. There 
were some who did as they were told, 
but many refused. One who refused 
was Judah Maccabee.
 Judah and his four brothers formed 
an army and chose as their name the 
word “Maccabee”, which means ham-
mer. After three years of fighting, the 
Maccabees were finally successful in 
driving the Syrians out of  Israel and 
reclaimed the Temple in Jerusalem. 
The Maccabees wanted to clean the 
building and to remove the hated 
Greek symbols and statues. 
 When Judah and his followers fin-
ished cleaning the temple, they wanted 
to light the eternal light, known as the 
N’er Tamid, which is present in every 

Jewish house of worship. Once lit, the 
oil lamp should never be extinguished 

Only a tiny jug of oil was found 
with only enough for a single day. The 
oil lamp was filled and lit. Then a mir-
acle occurred as the tiny amount of oil 
stayed lit not for one day, but for eight 
days 

Jews celebrate Chanukah to mark 
the victory over the Syrians and the 
rededication of the Jerusalem Temple. 
The Festival of the Lights, Chanukah, 
lasts for eight days to commemorate 
the miracle of the oil. The word Cha-
nukah means “rededication” 

In America, families celebrate Cha-
nukah at home. They give and receive 
gifts, decorate the house, entertain 
friends and family, eat special foods, 
and light the holiday menorah and 
prepare latkes for eating.
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) At 
this time you might want to resist that 
otherwise admirable Aries penchant 
for getting to the heart of a matter 
quickly. Keep in mind that a delicate 
situation calls for patience.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
Your aspects favor more diplomacy 
and fewer direct confrontations when 
dealing with a relationship problem. 
Avoiding hurt feelings can help in 
your search for the truth.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Positive aspects are strong this week. 
Although you might still have to deal 
with some problems caused by a 
recent period of turmoil, you are mak-
ing progress, and that’s what counts.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A 
family matter could benefit from your 
counsel. But don’t come into it unless 
invited, and don’t stay if you feel 
uneasy. Just remember to reassure one 
and all that you’ll be there for them.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) As 
the truth about an ongoing situation 
emerges, you could find that you were 
right to defer judgment before you had 
all the facts. Now would be a good 
time to move on to other matters.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) 
Your plans to take control of a personal 
situation because you feel you are best 
qualified could create resentment. Best 
to hear what everyone else involved in 
the matter has to say about it.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) Uncovering some surprising back-
ground facts about that ongoing per-
sonal matter could make you recon-
sider the extent of your involvement. A 
neutral family member offers advice.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Religious or spiritual themes 
start to dominate your aspect this 
week. This can serve as a counter-
weight to the mounting effects of the 
season’s growing commercialization.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Taking on that recent 
challenge impressed a lot of important 
decision-makers. Meanwhile, proceed 
with your holiday plans, and don’t for-
get to include you-know-who in them.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Disagreeing with an opin-
ion you can’t accept could be dicey, 
and your motives might be questioned. 
Best to wait to mount a challenge until 
you have support for your position.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) Getting involved in help-
ing others in this increasingly hectic 
period not only makes the generous 
Aquarian feel good, but you could also 
gain a more substantive benefit from 
your actions.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
The Piscean way of thinking clearly 
and objectively helps you resolve a 
complex situation without creating 
any ill will. Don’t be surprised if your 
counsel is requested on another matter.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a 
way of persuading people to look at 
the positive possibilities that make up 
any choices they might face.

© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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• On Dec. 19, 1732, Benjamin Frank-
lin of Philadelphia first publishes 
“Poor Richard’s Almanack.” The 
book, filled with proverbs preaching 
industry and prudence, was published 
continuously for 25 years and became 
one of the most popular publications 
in colonial America, selling an aver-
age of 10,000 copies a year.

• On Dec. 17, 1843, Charles Dickens’ 
classic story “A Christmas Carol” is 
published. When Dickens’ father was 
thrown into debtors’ prison in 1824, 
12-year-old Charles was sent to work 
in a factory. The miserable treatment 
of children and the institution of the 
debtors’ jail became topics of several 
of Dickens’ novels.

• On Dec. 18, 1886, the often-con-
troversial baseball legend Ty Cobb is 
born in Narrows, Ga. In 1911, he led 
the league in eight offensive catego-
ries, including batting (.420), slugging 
percentage (.621), hits (248), doubles 
(47), triples (24), runs (147), RBI 
(144) and steals (83), and won the first 
American League MVP award.

• On Dec. 13, 1915, detective nov-
elist Kenneth Millar, better known 
by his nom de plume Ross Macdon-
ald, was born in Los Gatos, Calif. He 
wrote 24 mystery novels, 20 of them 
featuring detective Lew Archer, who 
first appeared in “The Moving Target” 
(1949).

• On Dec. 14, 1977, the film “Satur-
day Night Fever” had its world pre-
miere at Mann’s Chinese Theater in 
Los Angeles. Four No. 1 pop hits were 
launched by the movie’s landmark 
soundtrack album, including “How 
Deep Is Your Love.”

• On Dec. 15, 1944, legendary 
bandleader Glenn Miller (also a cap-
tain in the U.S Army Air Force) dis-
appears over the English Channel en 
route to France for a congratulatory 
performance for American troops who 
had recently helped to liberate Paris. 
The wreckage of Miller’s plane was 
never found.

• On Dec. 16, 1989, federal Judge 
Robert Vance is instantly killed by a 
powerful explosion after opening a 
package mailed to his house near Bir-
mingham, Ala. In June 1991, a federal 
jury convicted Walter LeRoy Moody 
on charges related to the bombings and 
sentenced him to seven life terms plus 
400 years in prison.

© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Business

 On the Coach Ron Tunick ra-
dio show on Ventura County ra-
dio station 1400AM KKZZ, were 
co-host Terry Paulson, the Coach  
and Donna Granata, the creator 
and driving force of Ventura’s 
Focus on the Masters(FOTM), 
an award-winning organization 
dedicated to raising awareness 
for the arts. 
 Coach Ron is on daily from 
4 – 6pm with many wonderful 
guests and Breeze publisher Shel-
don from 4 – 4:30 on Mondays.

The Best Guests in America!
 Carol Burnett
 Judy Collins
 Mike Farrell
 Shirley Jones
 Marlo Thomas
 Dan Rather

http://brainstorminonline.com

 The Cheap Host is your premier provider for all hosting needs.  We are a 
friendly hard working team of dedicated individuals. We strive to provide 

cheap hosting and the best prices on Domain Names around. Check out 
our site and Contact Us if you have any questions. 

thecheaphost.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

 
▪246 pages 
▪color illustrated 
▪professionally bound  
▪award-winning stories &  poems 
Call 805.816.0246 or go to our website 
wwwwww..vveennttuurraaccoouunnttyywwrriitteerrss..ccoomm  

Business Profile: 
Mi Hacienda 
Furniture Store
by Mira Reverente

An affinity with antiques, rustic 
furniture and economic circumstances 
helped set a furniture business in mo-
tion.

Ede Rangel owned and managed a 
mom and pop restaurant in Ventura 

when the recession hit. She was on the 
lookout for another business venture 
when she heard from her nephew in 
Denver. “He said that he knew an an-
tiques dealer and could easily get us 
connected,” Rangel explained.
 The final piece of the puzzle was 
Rangel’s connections to rustic furni-
ture makers in Mexico. “There is a six 
or seven-mile stretch of Baja that has 
nothing but furniture stalls and that’s 
where we go,” she said. 
Old World charm meets New World 
needs

 Rangel’s husband, Jose, is a con-
tractor who has owned his painting 
business for the past 15 years. “We 
knew that it would work to our benefit 
because he could finish or retouch the 
pieces we are selling, if needed,” said 
Rangel. 
 Assembled by hand and made with 
solid pine make up the majority of rus-
tic furniture’s appeal. Historically, rus-
tic furniture was made from whatever 
natural materials were in abundance, 
such as sticks, twigs or logs. This type 
of furnishing or look is often associ-
ated with the Great Depression and 
other hard economic times in the US. 
 “The furniture pieces are quite 
charming because there are scratches 
sometimes and other imperfections,” 
stated Rangel. But this old world 
charm makes it easy to complement 
Spanish Colonial, Tuscan and coun-
try-style furnishings and homes, ac-
cording to Rangel. 
 Rustic furniture also utilizes vari-
ous techniques such as chip carving, 
brushwork, peeled bark and a gamut 
of decorative enhancements. 
 To illustrate, Rangel pointed to a 
massive bar set-up, priced at $3,200 
and the most expensive item in the 
store. “It has a lot of storage and it’s 
obviously for a big house, but look at 
the distressed look and the wood and 
metal knobs,” she said. 
 On the opposite end of the spec-
trum are small, decorative items sell-
ing for under $40 including glass jars, 
religious and wrought iron accesso-
ries. “No two things are alike here,” 
said Rangel. 
Broad appeal
 According to Rangel, they have not 

done a lot of advertising and market-
ing, but are relying on word-of-mouth 
initially and some pedestrian traffic 
most likely generated by their outdoor 
display.  Curious diners from Yolan-
da’s, the Mexican restaurant next door, 
also stop by regularly.
 “You’d be surprised but we get a lot 
of young people coming in and mak-
ing purchases,” she said. The side ta-
bles, available as a set or individually, 
are quite popular, according to Rangel. 
 Lamps, wall art, clocks, desks, coat 
racks, rocking chairs and even antique 
sewing machines are neatly displayed 
and labeled in the one-level store fac-
ing Main Street. “We’re lucky it’s not 
a high-rent area so we can allot more 
cash for inventory,” explained Rangel. 
Unbeatable teamwork
 Rangel spends most of her days 
at the store and then trades off with 
her husband at night when he fin-
ishes with his painting jobs. Rangel 
is in charge of purchasing, design and 
bookkeeping while her husband coor-
dinates logistics and makes monthly 
trips to pick up furniture in Mexico. 
 But even if the business is still in 
its infancy stage, Rangel has immense 
plans. She is looking forward to at-
tending the Latin America Fair of Ar-
tisans in Central Mexico, this coming 
March. “There will be over 2,000 ven-
dors and I want to find more decora-
tive items to sell here that are reason-
ably priced,” she said. 
 For more information:
 Mi Hacienda Home Decor
 2735 E. Main St.
 Ventura, CA 93003
 805.641.1627
 www.mihaciendahomedecor.com
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The future is now.
Keep up with local business!

Come visit us!

www.venturabreeze.com

Walk-ins welcome        •        Open @ 9:30am, 7 days a week

Magic Touch
Hair Salon Yong-Hee WrightOwner

Free haircut with 
color or perm

(New customers only. Must bring ad)

OR
Free hair style or

 blow dry
(Must bring ad)

805.647.2501        •         9294 Telephone Road / Petit        •        Ventura, CA 93004

Ad Proof

Client: Ventura PD  Ad Executive: Kelly Tracy (805) 648-2244
Please check this proof over carefully and indicate all corrections clearly.  You will have a “1st Proof”, “2nd Proof”, and 
“Final Proof”.  If we receive no proof after the 1st or 2nd Proofs, Ad Will Run As is.  If this proof meets your approval 
on the 1st proof, check off “FInal ProoF (aPProved)” box, date and sign at the bottom.

This proof is to check for accuracy and is not intended
to show quality of reproduction.

date:_______________________________

Signature: __________________________

IssuE:  10/28/10notice: PleAse FAx this PRooF to (805) 648-2245 AsAP

1st Proof                2nd Proof                FinAl PRooF (APPRoved)

deAdline FoR Ad chAnges is 12:00 noon the tuesdAy PRioR to thAt issues ReleAse.

Please Note:
All advertising produced by the production department of Southland Publishing, is the copyrighted property of Southland Publishing.  
Any use other than the placement of advertising in any of Southland Publishing’s publications is prohibited without the express consent 
of Southland Publishing, plus any applicable fees.

www.venturapd.org

DID YOU REMEMBER TO?

LOCK 
YOUR CAR

TAKE
YOUR KEYS

REMOVE 
YOUR BELONGINGS

DON’T BE A VICTIM!
 Emergency Non-Emergency Business Line
 9-1-1 805-650-8010 805-339-4400
This message brought to you by the Ventura Police Department. 

Working together we can reduce crime.www.venturapd.org

DID YOU REMEMBER TO?

LOCK 
YOUR CAR

TAKE
YOUR KEYS

REMOVE 
YOUR BELONGINGS

DON’T BE A VICTIM!
 Emergency Non-Emergency Business Line
 9-1-1 805-650-8010 805-339-4400
This message brought to you by the Ventura Police Department. 

Working together we can reduce crime.

www.venturapd.org
Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/venturapd

DUI SAFE
LCD DISPLAY BREATH ALCOHOL TESTER

Breath analysis is the most common method of testing for 
blood-alcohol content in use today. Personal breathalyzers es-
timate the concentration of alcohol in the body by measuring 
the amount of alcohol exhaled from the lungs.
Breath alcohol tests are proven, 
reliable, effi cient and helpful.
Having the correct information is so vitally important when 
making the dangerous and potentially expensive decision to 
drive after a few drinks.

AVAILABLE FROM

MRC INC.
(805) 382-0325
120 Simi Ave., Oxnard, CA 93035

Visit  WWW.MRCFOODSERVICE.COM to order

Personal alcohol breath testers are designed for informational purposes! Results are only an indication of your blood 
alcohol concentration and are not legally accepted.

Recognized tests are performed by qualifi ed technicians, using professional grade equipment that is calibrated 
frequently. If you have any doubts about your ability to drive safely DO NOT DRIVE!

REGULAR PRICE 

$89.99 

SPECIAL 

$24.99

BEST HOLIDAY  
STOCKING 
STUFFER!!

Mon-Thur 11am to 9pm
Fri-Sat 11am to 10pm
Sunday 10am to 9pm

Happy Hours

Monday to Friday

4 to 7pm

Live Music

Friday Nights

138 W. Main St., Ventura         805.652.0338       Across from Vons

Buy 1 entree & 2 soft drinks, 
get 2nd entree 50% off 

(same or lesser value) Expires 12/31/10

Police reports
Continued from page 11
into custody. Mendez resisted the officers 
and became physically combative. Men-
dez landed on top of Officer O’Donnell 
causing injury to his left leg. Officers took 
Mendez into custody and transported 
him to the VC Jail where he was booked. 

Officer O’Donnell was transported 
by ambulance to the VCMC where he was 
treated for a severe leg injury.
Robbery

On Saturday, November 20th, at 9:00 
p.m., 3 male juveniles were standing near 
the playground in Marion Canon Park 
when Frank Tapia, 18 years old, and two 
unidentified suspects approached them. 
The suspects ordered the victims to stand 
alongside each other as they began to 
reach into the victim’s pockets. The vic-
tims physically resisted the suspects. A 
second suspect, a Hispanic male in dark 
clothes, displayed a knife and threatened 
the victims.  

The victims were able to grab the knife. 
Tapia punched one of them and removed 
the victim’s cell phone and an undisclosed 
amount of cash. All three suspects then fled.

Officers located Tapia a short distance 
from the park. Tapia was booked into VC 
Jail after a brief pursuit. The two unidenti-
fied suspects have not been located.
Vehicle Thefts

On Monday, November 22nd, at 3:00 
a.m., VPD officers responded to numer-
ous vehicle thefts in the area of Valmore 
Avenue and Eva Street. There were addi-
tional victims located on Emma, Brent, 
and Channel Drive. Victims had either 
left their vehicles unlocked or valuables in 
plain sight.  

Officers saw a suspicious subject and 
attempted to contact the individual in the 
300 block of Emma. The officers were un-
able to locate the subject.     

On Tuesday, November 23rd, 5:00 
a.m., Officer Fowler, in an effort to deter 
recent thefts from vehicles, observed Bret 
Wear and Nathan Golianis. They were 
running across Main Street in the area of 
the Pacific View Mall.

Wear was properly identified and de-
termined to be on local probation. Wear 
was found in possession of property sto-

len from a vehicle.
 Both suspects were also linked to a lo-
cal motel room where additional stolen 
property was found.
Criminal Threats
 On Wednesday, November 24th, at 
7:53 p.m., James Bauer, 44 years old, was 
sitting on a bench near the pier in Ven-
tura and was approached by the suspects. 
They began to punch him. The victim fled 
and the suspects gave chase. The suspects 
caught up to the victim and attacked him 
further. The victim broke away again, run-
ning to a more populated area. The sus-
pects took property from the victim that 
had been left on the bench.  
 Officers located the suspects a few 
blocks away with the stolen property. Bau-
er identified the suspects. Andrew Martin, 
18 years old and Roman Salas, 18 years 
old, were booked at the VC Jail, and the 
minor suspect was booked at VC Juvenile 
Hall.

Harbor Patrol
Blotter
A little of what the Harbor Patrol 
tends to

November 8
7:00 a.m. Patrol marked the tires of a Lexus 
parked at Harbor Village for the last week 
and then ran the license through PD. PD 
reports that the vehicle was stolen. Patrol 
met with PD so they could take possession 
of the vehicle.
November 11
12:07 p.m. Patrol observed two swim-
mers caught in the South Jetty Rip. They 
were attempting to exit the water onto the 
South Jetty. Patrol responded in the RWC 
and picked up one swimmer and trans-
ported him to the beach. The other swim-
mer made it to the beach on his own.
November 21
2:56 a.m. The Dockmaster notified the 
On-Call Officer of a report of a 40 foot ves-
sel adrift at VWM. FCC also notified the 
On-Call Officer and FD. Patrol responded, 
took the vessel into tow, and with the as-
sistance of FD secured it to a dock.
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Mexican Food.
Margaritas.
Happy Hour.
Salsa Bar.

Mexican Food.
Margaritas.
Happy Hour.
Salsa Bar.

Award WinningAward Winning

Ventura

CamarilloOxnard

Simi Valley

www.yolandasmexicancafe.com

This ’n’ That

Photo contest

Proof of the Afterlife!
Free Lecture & Book Signing

Come and Hear...
Author, Br. Gary Joseph Launch His 

Hope-Filled New Book Titled:
 

When:  Friday, December 3rd, 2010
Where: Santa Paula Community 
Center, 530 W. Main St., Santa Paula
Time:  7pm to 9pm
 
Live Music by Peter Torsiello, OCP 
Artist & Worship Leader

Complimentary refreshments served

Proof of the Afterlife - The Conversation 
Continues is a true story about one man’s 
crossing over to the Other Side in Septem-
ber of 2005, when, after an out of control 
heart arrhythmia at 1:15am, he wakes up 
dead in the afterlife, and comes back thirty minutes later to tell about it. 
In the words of his family physician, “Dude, you have been somewhere 
very few people ever return from.” Since that time, this book chronicles his 
somewhat unusual daily life - one of frequent God-encounters, and visits 
from the other side by family and friends on a mission to facilitate love, 
mercy, forgiveness and reconciliation. So pick up your personal copy of 
the book and come along for your own hope-filled journey into the reality of 
eternal life. Struggling with family, relationships, terminal illness or just life 
in general? This book will lead you to concrete, indisputable, life-changing 
and reassuring facts: God is real! He is alive and well, and in control. Your 
family and friends who have passed on are very much alive, they love you 
and are waiting for you.
 
Buy Proof Of The Afterlife - The Conversation Continues

 Online At: www.ServantsoftheFather.org

 In our last issue (November 17) we had a 
photo contest with the winner to receive a $30 
gift certificate from one of our advertisers. We 
shall have another photo contest soon.
 Delores Vigil was the first one with the 
correct answer (of the millions that we re-
ceived) and chose her gift to be from the Dud-
ley House Victorian Holiday Boutique.
 The photo was the trail along the 126 be-
tween Johnson and Hill Streets.
 From Delores:
 Thanks! I am so excited since I have only won 
one prize in my life.  If it would be possible to have 
a gift certificate to the Victorian Holiday Boutique I 
would finally get to do something I’ve wanted to do 
since moving to Ventura. I will ask friends to go with 
me and spread the word.
Delores Vigil 

 We also received two other photos along 
the trail from readers.

 This was taken during one of our Ventura County Recum-
bent Riders group rides from almost the same vantage point.
Wayne Leggett 

Bob & Kathy 

Quackenbush just had 

to take the Breeze 

on their honeymoon in 

Hawaii.
You might have 

noticed that this is 

only Kathy, someone 

had to take the photo.

 I recognize this area, since I walk it every 

day.  Attached is my own photo of this walk that I 

took to share with e-mail pals around the world. 

Susan Wallace


