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Halloween, the holiday where parents take their kids out collecting candy and then won’t let 
them eat it.

 On November 8, City of Ventura employees and their families held a rally to bring attention 
to what they see as the  misplaced budget priorities that continue to result in reduced services for 
Ventura residents.
 After shining flashlights and candles, and focusing a giant spotlight on Ventura City Hall city 
workers from the Association of Fire Fighters,  Police Officers Association and SEIU 721 presented 
their budget ideas to the City Council at their meeting that evening. They offered to work with the 
City to strengthen resources and services.

A non-
statistically 
significant take 
on parking 
meters
by Rebecca Wicks

	 Ventura	is	not	the	first	city	to	install	
meters	 in	 its	 downtown,	 and	 following	
in	the	footsteps	of	many	a	city	it	has	also	
found	 itself	 embroiled	 in	 controversy	
around	them.
	 The	debate	however,	doesn’t	seem	to	
be	 so	 much	 amongst	 shoppers	 as	 much	
as	it	is	between	merchants.	 	After	speak-
ing	with	more	than	40	merchants,	prop-
erty	owners	and	others	who	operate	busi-
nesses	 downtown	 I	 have	 to	 report,	 it’s	 a	
pretty	even	split.
	 I	 will	 state	 upfront,	 this	 was	 a	 non-
scientific	survey.		I	took	a	lot	of	statistical	
analysis	classes	in	college,	and	my	process	
for	this	article	was	not	in	line	with	any	of	
the	rules	or	parameters	outlined	in	any	of	
those	classes.
	 I	simply	called	as	many	merchants	as	
I	could.	 	A	number	of	people	refused	to	
speak	to	me.		Of	those	that	would	speak	
with	me,	many	asked	not	to	be	named	in	
the	article	in	return	for	their	candidness.	
	 Here	is	how	the	breakdown	of	my	in-
formal	survey	of	41	interviewees	went.
	 Eleven	 interviewees	 believed	 the	 me-
ters	 affected	 their	 business	 negatively	
and	wanted	the	meters	either	removed	or	
at	 the	 very	 least	 suspended	 through	 the	
holiday	season.
	 Nineteen	 interviewees	 categorized	
themselves	 as	 neutral,	 stating	 they	 nei-
ther	 liked,	 nor	 disliked	 the	 meters.	 	 A	
number	claimed	they	believed	their	busi-
ness	would	remain	the	same	with	or	with-

out	the	meters	present.	
	 And,	 in	 the	 end	 I	 placed	 eleven	 in-
terviewees	in	the	pro-meter	camp.		I	will	
stress	no	one	was	overly	excited	about	the	
meters,	however	this	group	was	generally	
optimistic	 about	 what	 the	 meters,	 and	
meter	 revenue	 could	 translate	 into	 for	
the	 downtown	 area	 including	 more	 po-
lice	presence	and	cleaner	streets.
	 “I’d	 probably	 get	 tarred	 and	 feath-
ered	for	saying	this,	but	if	parking	meters	
mean	 my	 sidewalk	 will	 be	 clean	 all	 the	
time	I’m	all	for	them,”	said	the	owner	of	
a	local	salon.		“We	all	want	a	safer	cleaner	
downtown,	 and	 the	 bottom	 line	 is	 the	
money	has	to	come	from	somewhere.”

	 Jake	 (Body	 by	 Jake)	 Steinfeld,	 Chair-
man	of	the	Governor’s	Council	on	Physi-
cal	 Fitness	 and	 Sports	 was	 at	 Cabrillo	
Middle	School	to	honor	Summerfest	for	
its	 efforts	 to	 help	 Ventura	 County	 chil-
dren	get	physically	active	and	fit.	 	Stein-
feld	 presented	 Summerfest	 a	 check	 for	
$10,000	for	winning	“Event	of	 the	Year”	
in	 the	 2010	 Spotlight	 Awards	 presented	
by	the	Anthem	Blue	Cross	Foundation.
	 In	 its’	 5th	 year,	 SummerFest	 2010	
served	 over	 6,000	 kids	 and	 families,	 the	
majority	 from	 Title	 1	 schools.	 Summer-
Fest	 activities	 included	 an	 elementary	
school	run,	dancing,	and	a	bike	rodeo	in	
which	kids	could	bring	in	their	bikes	for	
expert	 repair	 and	 instruction.	 Summer-
Fest	 officials	 also	 sent	 unclaimed	 bikes	
from	 the	 local	 police	 department	 home	
with	many	kids	at	the	end	of	the	event.

Ed Wehan, Summer Fest Founder, Dr. Trudy 
Arriaga, Ventura Unified School District Su-
perintendent, Mark Benhard, Anthem Foun-
dation, Sharon Wiggins, Anthem Foundation, 
Jake (Body by Jake) Steinfeld, Chairman Gov-
ernor’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports, 
and Kenny Rogers  Executive Director  Gover-
nor’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports. 
Photo by John Ferritto

Governor’s 
Council 
honors 
Summerfest 
with $10,0000

	 Others	 who	 remain	 firmly	 against	
the	 meters	 worry	 about	 their	 and	 other	
businesses	ability	to	survive	with	meters	
seemingly	deterring	customers.
	 “Times	are	already	tough	and	the	city	
is	not	helping,”	 said	a	 local	Main	Street	
retail	store	owner.		“Does	the	city	want	to	
see	more	businesses	close	downtown?		It	
sure	seems	that	way.”
	 Kathleen	Eriksen,	the	executive	direc-
tor	 for	 the	 Downtown	 Ventura	 Partners	
stressed	the	future	benefits	of	the	meters	
which	 include	 improved	 lighting,	 addi-
tional	 cadets,	 more	 police	 presence	 and	
help	to	stop	panhandling.
	 “We’re	trying	to	work	with	merchants	
to	be	successful,”	said	Eriksen.		“And,	we	
want	to	create	an	environment	that	they	
can	be	successful	in.”
	 A	 group	 of	 merchants	 who	 staged	 a	
protest	against	the	parking	meters	earlier	
this	month	saw	about	two	dozen	people	
join	their	cause.
	 “I	don’t	think	the	negativity	and	the	
hostility	are	helping	bring	people	down-
town,”	 said	 Dave	 Armstrong	 chair	 of	
the	 Downtown	 Ventura	 Partners	 (DVP).		
“We’ve	asked	merchants	who	are	in	sup-
port	of	 the	meters	 to	come	 forward	but	
many	feel	threatened	or	bullied.”
	 “I	am	happy	they	put	meters	in,”	said	
a	 retail	 owner.	 	 “I	 don’t	 want	 someone	
who	works	in	the	shop	next	door	to	park	
in	front	of	my	store.”
	 She	 added,	 “I’ve	 found	 the	 people	
who	are	willing	to	feed	a	meter	50	cents	
are	 more	 likely	 to	 make	 more	 sizeable	
purchases	 –	 and,	 those	 are	 the	 people	 I	
want	 to	 leave	 the	 spaces	 in	 front	 of	 my	
store	for.”
	 Still	 others	 are	 adamant	 the	 meters	
have	cut	down	on	the	number	of	people	
who	are	walking	in	through	their	doors.

	 “I	don’t	care	what	people	say,”	said	a	
shop	owner.		“There	have	been	noticeably	
less	 people	 in	 my	 store	 since	 the	 meters	
were	 put	 in	 and	 more	 people	 browsing	
means	more	sales	–	period.”
	 Many	 city	 officials	 and	 other	 local	
leaders	 stress	 the	 meters	 have	 been	 in	
place	for	less	than	two	months	and	need	
to	be	given	a	chance.
	 “Since	 implementation,	 there	 have	
been	multiple	changes	made	 to	 the	pro-
gram	 with	 potentially	 more	 to	 come,”	
said	Sandra	Burkhart,	president	and	CEO	
of	 the	 Ventura	 Chamber	 of	 Commerce	
who	supports	the	city’s	decision	to	place	
meters	downtown.		
	 Last	month	some	changes	were	made	
to	 the	 meters	 including	 making	 the	 24	
minute	parking	spaces	free.
	 How	 to	 change	 the	 meters	 to	 make	
them	 better	 for	 downtown	 business	 has	
been	a	much	discussed	topic.	 	Last	week	
the	city’s	parking	advisory	committee
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Let us help 
you b 

this year's Holiday Magic!

Did you know...

provides door-to-door service?
Ventura County Shuttle, Inc.

Call  805.650.6600
www.venturashuttle.com

Holiday travel is just around the corner
Enjoy the comfort of personal 

chauffeured service
Dependability at reasonable rates

 • Non-Stop home to airports
 • Night on the town
 • Doctor appointments
 • Shopping
 • Corporate meetings and events
 • Senior citizen travels
 • Charters to accomodate large groups

Now offering a new service:

Rates starting at $27.50 per hour.

OR
Be chauffeured in your own car!

PACIFIC COAST COIN
AND CURRENCY

CASH FOR GOLD

2555 EAST MAIN STREET

805.648.2556

BUY
Gold
Silver

Platinum 
Diamonds

SELL
Coins

Jewelry

Watches

FREE Parking at the Holiday Inn parking lot         1080 Navigator Dr., Ventura      PSC 6291

805.650.6600

Holiday travel 
 to and from LAX is easy

as (pumpkin) pie...

Depart Ventura
4:30am • 6:30am • 8:30am  • 10:45am • 1pm • 
3:15pm • 5:30pm • 7:30pm 
•  Oxnard departs 15 minutes later.
•  No departures: 7:30pm Vta, 7:45pm Oxn,
9:30pm LAX-on Saturdays only.

Depart LAX
6:30am • 8:30am • 11am • 1pm • 3:15pm • 
5:30pm • 7:30pm •  9:30pm

Depart Ventura
4:30am • 6:30am • 8:30am  • 10:45am • 1pm • 
Depart VenturaDepart Ventura

$35 one way, $65 round trip. 
Discounts for groups and charters

e-tickets online at www.venturashuttle.com

Classic CleanersClassic Cleaners
Family Owned & Operated Since 1990

CALL NOW! 
654.0117

6128-A Telegraph Road
(In Victoria Plaza, CVS Shopping Center)

Your clothes will have a GREAT SOFT 

FEEL AND SMELL GREAT! Give us a shot 

and see the difference!

$2 Off Per 
Garment Dry Cleaned

Must present coupon with 
incoming order. Excludes laundry. 

One coupon per day. 
Exp. 12/17/10

Mon. - Fri. 7:30am - 7pm • Sat. 9am - 5pm

Victoria Ave.
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Opinion/Editorial

Mailbox

Conformity is the jailer of freedom and the enemy of growth.

	 	 	 	 	 –	John	F.	Kennedy

Sheldon	Brown
Publisher

Sheldon:
	 Hey,	 we	 finally	 were	 in	 town	 for	
lunch	 this	 weekend,	 and	 that	 means	 we	
picked	up	the	Breeze	and	saw	it	was	a	cel-
ebration	of	3	years	for	your	publication.		
Congrats!!	 	 We	 thought	 the	 Breeze	 has	
been	 around	 longer	 than	 that	 (which	 is	
a	 compliment),	 because	 it	 has	 become	
everyone’s	favorite	paper	to	read.		All	our	
friends,	neighbors,	and	co	workers	agree-

-your	 paper	 is	 an	 important	 part	 of	 our	
community,	and	I	am	sure	it	is	a	labor	of	
love.		I	also	sometimes	mail	the	Breeze	to	
my	 sister	 and	 stepdaughter	 so	 they	 can	
enjoy	 a	 little	 bit	 of	 Ventura	 news--you	
keep	 it	 real,	 you	 keep	 it	 local,	 and	 you	
keep	it	fun.		
	 Keep	up	the	GREAT	work!
Cherie	and	Miles
(and	all	our	friends	and	neighbors)

 Breeze received a wonderful Happy Birth-
day card with a cute dog on the cover:
“Hope	you	get	your	paws	on	lots	of	birth-
day	goodies!”
Dear	Ventura	Breeze:
	 Your	paper	is	great.	Keep	up	the	great	
work!
Sean	Methew	(hope that is spelled right)

Breeze:
	 Downtown	 Ventura’s	 new	 parking	
meters	 have	 been	 the	 source	 of	 discus-
sion	and	controversy	 for	 the	 last	 couple	
of	weeks.		Here	are	the	facts.	
		 For	 years,	 potential	 customers	 and	
merchants	 businesses	 complained	 that	
there	 was	 inadequate	 parking.	 	 In	 fact,	
there	was	plenty	of	parking	in	Downtown	
in	 the	 parking	 structure,	 on	 side	 streets	
and	in	nearby	surface	lots.	 	But	the	cus-
tomers	who	stayed	away	were	absolutely	
right	that	there	was	no	parking	available	
on	Main	Street	during	the	busy	weekday	
and	weekend	hours.
	 Now	that	has	changed.		You	can	find	
a	convenient	pay	parking	space	on	Main	
Street	almost	any	time	of	the	day	or	a	free	
one	nearby.		There	are	2,915	public	park-
ing	spaces	 in	Downtown	Ventura.	 	Only	
342	spaces	are	pay	parking	spaces.		That	
means	that	8	out	of	9	parking	spaces	are	
still	free!		Anyone	who	wishes	to	park	for	

free	has	lots	of	nearby	choices.		
	 The	 parking	 management	 program	
is	 a	 work	 in	 progress	 and	 getting	 bet-
ter.		The	24	minute	green	parking	spaces	
are	now	free.	 	Paid	parking	now	ends	at	
9	 pm	 and	 paid	 parking	 does	 not	 begin	
until	 10	 am.	 	 The	 Downtown	 Parking	
Advisory	 Committee	 just	 authorized	 a	
new	 way	 to	 pay	 for	 parking,	 pay	 by	 cell	
phone.		This	will	be	a	convenient	way	to	
pay	for	parking	and	also	a	great	way	for	
merchants	who	wish	to	pay	some	portion	
of	their	customers’	parking.
	 Every	dollar	of	parking	revenue	goes	
right	 back	 to	 support	 your	 Downtown.			
The	new	revenue	stream	is	now	funding	
a	full-time	police	officer	dedicated	solely	
to	 Downtown.	 	 In	 addition,	 depending	
on	the	size	of	future	revenues,	the	meters	
may	be	able	to	fund	more	enhancements	
of	Downtown.	
	 Downtown	 is	 a	 lively,	 eclectic,	 and	
happening	 place	 with	 unique	 shopping,	
a	wide	range	of	excellent	dining	choices,	
and	the	friendly	ambiance	of	an	historic	
business	 district.	 	 Come	 to	 Downtown	
Ventura,	 try	 out	 the	 meters	 or	 park	 for	
free	and	see	for	yourself.
Jeff	Smith	
Chair of the Downtown Parking Advisory 
Committee

To	the	Editor,	Ventura	Breeze:
	 Unlike	 Camarillo,	 Ventura	 is	 poised	
to	make	an	informed	decision	about	fu-
ture	 library	 services.	 	 As	 Mayor	 Fulton	
affirmed,	 the	 county	 system	 is	 viable	

without	 Camarillo.	 	 We	 may	 decide	 the	
county	offers	access	 to	 trained	 informa-
tion	professionals,	competitive	cost,	and	
greater	access	to	materials	than	any	alter-
native.		
	 Camarillo	 did	 not	 address	 the	 con-
cerns	of	library	patrons.	 	The	Council	did	
not	 understand	 libraries	 and	 library	 ad-
ministration,	 and	 in	 fact,	 one	 Camarillo	
council	 member	 required	 an	 explanation	
of	book	acquisition	through	Amazon.com.		
	 Camarillo	 library	 patrons	 did	 not	
have	 an	 opportunity	 to	 study	 the	 LSSI	
model,	 learn	 the	 differences	 in	 library	
quality,	 voice	 concerns,	 or	 suggest	 alter-
natives.		The	contract	was	already	on	the	
table.	 	 The	 issues	 are	 too	 important	 to	
make	a	hasty	decision.		
	 For	 example,	 patrons	 in	 Camarillo	
decried	 that	 the	 Camarillo	 Library	 will	
now	 become	 a	 standalone	 library	 with-
out	 guaranteed	 access	 to	 other	 collec-
tions.		Adult	literacy	programs	will	not	be	
offered,	 and	 retaining	 of	 children’s	 pro-
grams	is	not	guaranteed.		
	 We	 lost	 our	 beloved	 Wright	 Library	
due	 to	 the	 evaporation	 of	 the	 State	 Li-
brary	 Fund,	 state	 raiding	 of	 local	 tax	
revenue,	 and	 the	 Great	 Recession.	 	 I	 am	
concerned	 about	 the	 wisdom	 of	 giv-
ing	 tax	 dollars	 to	 a	 for	 profit	 company.		
Thankfully	Ventura	is	not	Camarillo.		We	
will	 take	 the	 time	 to	do	our	homework,	
and	use	our	libraries	to	research	the	best	
course	of	action.
Marianne	Coffey	
Ventura

■  The	article	that	we	
have	 in	 this	 issue	 re-
garding	 the	 new	 park-
ing	 meters	 will	 be	 the	
last	 (except	 for	 opin-
ions)	 until	 next	 year.	
Enough	 has	 been	 said	
by	 all	 parties,	 so	 now	

let’s	 just	 see	 how	 they	 work	 out	 for	 the	
rest	of	the	year.	I	think	that	an	evaluation	
after	the	holidays	will	tell	us	more.
	 Personally	 I	 like	 them	 because	 there	
are	now	open	spaces	available	downtown,		
it	 is	 only	 a	 short	 block	 away	 from	 free	
parking	if	one	doesn’t	want	to	pay,	and	
they	are	Ventura	Breeze	blue.
	 I	also	like	the	fact	that	you	can	add	
money	 to	 your	 time	 from	 any	 station	
and	 now	 from	 you	 cell	 phone	 (some	
16-year-old	 will	 need	 to	 explain	 to	 me	
how)	so	you	do	not	need	to	walk	back	to	
your	car		to	do	this.
■ The	economy	(and	some	poor	man-
agement	in	some	cases)	has	taken	its	toll	
on	Ventura’s	finer	restaurants.
	 A	while	back	Scotch	&	Sirloin	closed,	
then	the	Hungry	Hunter,	now	The	Dume	
Room	and	394	Main	downtown	and	I	see	
that	 Café	 Bariloche	 is	 for	 lease.	 During	
tough	economic	times	eating	out	at	finer	
restaurants	is	greatly	scaled	back.
■ Yesterday	 I	 was	 on	 KADY	 TV.com	
with	 Maria	 Sanchez	 at	 4:30	 discussing	
the	news	to	be	found	in	the	latest	issue	
of	the	Breeze.
	 I	 will	 be	 doing	 this	 on	 the	 Tuesday	
before	 each	 issue	 if	 you	 want	 to	 get	 a	
sneak	preview	of	what	will	be	in	the	pa-
per.	 I	 will	 also	 be	 bringing	 on	 some	 of	
Ventura’s	 leading	 personalities	 (and	
characters).
■ American	 Apparel’s	 financial	 crises	

continue	as	they	reported	a	double-digit	
decline	in	sales	and	a	loss	of	$9.5	million	
in	sales	during	the	last	quarter.
	 Hopefully	 our	 downtown	 store	 can	
make	it	through	the	holidays	as	Ameri-
can	 Apparel	 tries	 to	 solve	 their	 huge	
problems.
■ If	you	watch	our	City	Council	meet-
ings	 you	 are	 familiar	 with	 Melody	 Joy	
Baker,	who	has	also	run	for	Ventura	City	
Council	several	times.
	 At	a	City	Council	meeting	held	a	few	
months	ago	Mayor	Bill	Fulton	had	to	cut	
the	meeting	short	because	of	her	disrup-
tive	manner	and	refusal	to	keep	quiet.
	 At	the	City	Council	meeting	held	on	
November	 8	 she	 was	 arrested	 after	 be-
coming	 extremely	 agitated	 and	 started	
hollering	 profanities	 for	 all	 to	 hear,	 in-

cluding	 many	 children	 in	 attendance.	
Many	 parents	 were	 seen	 covering	 their	
kids’	ears.
	 She	 wheeled	 herself	 into	 the	 hall-
way	and	continued	to	curse	very	loudly.	
When	 police,	 who	 had	 been	 in	 atten-
dance,	 tried	 to	 stop	 her	 screaming	 she	
threw	 coffee	 on	 an	 officer	 and	 was	 ar-

rested	 for	 battery	 (oops,	 I	 mean	 suspi-
cion	of	battery)	toward	the	officer.
	 On	 many	 occasions	 she	 has	 asked	
me	put	an	article	in	the	Breeze	about	her	
so	that	she	could	get	some	publicity,	so	
here	it	is.
■ And	speaking	of	closings	I	am	really	
sorry	 to	 see	 the	 Gallery255	 (on	 Laurel)	
close	its	doors.
	 Sandra	McCullough	has	maintained	
this	art	gallery	and	studios,	composed	of	
many	local	artists,	for	some	time.	Hope-
fully	 she	 can	 find	 another	 location	 for	
what	was	one	of	Ventura’s	more	unique	
artist’s	spaces.
■ Ventura	College	recently	presented	a	
play	at	the	former	Wright	Library	which	
brought	up	many	questions	to	city	staff	
because	 of	 fear	 that	 the	 city	 had	 given	
up	ownership	of	the	building	(it	sits	on	
property	 leased	 from	 the	 college	 but	 is	
owned	by	Ventura).
	 City	 Manager	 Rick	 Cole	 assured	 all	
that	the	college	was	given	permission	to	
use	 the	 facility	 as	 long	 as	 they	 did	 not	
make	 any	 permanent	 changes	 to	 the	
building.	The	play	“Merton	of	the	Mov-
ies”	only	involved	the	construction	of	a	
temporary	stage.
■	 I	would	like	to	thank	the	many,	many	
extremely	hard	working	Venturans	who	
participated	in	Ventura’s	2010	Relay	for	
Life	event.	It	exceeded	its	goals	and	net-
ted	over	$217,000.
	 Relay	 For	 Life	 of	 Ventura	 was	 rec-
ognized	at	the	California	Division	Con-
ference	 for	being	a	Top	20	Fundraising	
Event	in	the	State.	Out	of	385	events	in	
California,	Ventura	came	in	18th	place!	
That	is	something	that	we	all	can	really	
be	proud	of	as	a	community.	
	 Hope	to	see	you	there	in	2011.
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City News

2010 Mayor’s 
Arts Awards 
recipients 
announced
	 Ventura	 Mayor	 Bill	 Fulton	 has	 an-
nounced	the	winners	of	the	2010	Mayor’s	
Arts	 Awards.	 This	 program	 was	 created	
to	 honor	 major	 contributions	 of	 indivi-
duals,	 organizations	 and	 businesses	 to	
Ventura	through	the	arts;	cultivate	grea-
ter	visibility	and	understanding	of	the	va-
lue	of	the	arts;	and	build	new	leadership	
and	develops	patrons	for	the	arts.
	 The	2010	Mayor’s	Arts	Award	Hono-
rees	are:
Helen	Yunker	-	Arts	Patron
Jack	Halbert	-	Artist	in	the	Community
Sylvia	White	-	Creative	Entrepreneur
Margaret	Travers	-	Arts	Leader
Bob	Moskowitz	-	Arts	Educator
Chris	Jay		-	Emerging	Artist
	 In	September,	a	selection	panel	repre-
senting	 philanthropic,	 educational,	 and	
cultural	interests	was	convened	to	review	
nominations	for	this	year.	Using	criteria	
established	in	the	awards	guidelines,	one	
honoree	was	selected	from	each	of	the	six	
categories.	

Let’s be “One 
City at 
Thanksgiving”
by Mayor Bill Fulton

	 Here	 in	 Ventura,	 we	 have	 a	 Thanks-
giving	tradition,	which	we	call	“One	City,	
One	 Meal”.	 	 The	 Salvation	 Army,	 Ventura	
Social	Services	Task	Force	and	Ventura	Mis-
sionary	Church,	with	support	from	the	City	
of	 Ventura,	 offer	 a	 Thanksgiving	 meal	 for	
our	community	to	break	bread	together.	The	

Mary Galbraith “backbone” of the FOTM

Mary Galbraith 
honored as 
“Community 
Motivator”

On	Monday,	November	8th	at	6	p.m.,	
Focus	on	the	Master’s	Executive	Assistant	
Mary	 Galbraith	 was	 honored	 by	 Ventu-
ra’s	Mayor	Bill	Fulton	for	her	dedication	as	a		
volunteer	 within	 the	 organization.	 The	
Mayor’s	 “Community	 Motivator”	 Award		
recognizes	 individuals	 for	 outstanding	
service	 and	 volunteerism.	 Community		
Motivators	 use	 their	 unique	 talents	
to	 serve	 others,	 have	 a	 strong	 ethic	 of		
service,	 a	 pure	 compassion	 for	 people	
and	 an	 inspirational	 nature	 to	 motivate		
those	around	them	to	serve.	Mary	was	cho-
sen	as	an	outstanding	example	of	a	“Com-
munity	Motivator”	through	her	generosity	
and	service	to	others.
	 Mary	has	dedicated	the	last	seven	years	
to	 volunteering	 for	 Focus	 on	 the	 Masters	
(FOTM),	 a	 non-profit	 arts	 education	 and	
appreciation	program	that	documents,	pre-
serves	and	presents	the	works	and	lives	of	ac-
complished	contemporary	artists.
	 Mary	routinely	donates	between	20-40	
hours	 per	 week	 organizing	 the	 volunteer-
staff,	 coordinating	 mid-year	 and	 end-year	
appeals,	 writing	 artist	 biographies,	 main-
taining	the	organization’s	database	in	addi-
tion	to	managing	the	day-to-day	operations	
of	FOTM.
	 Considered	 by	 many	 to	 be	 the	 “back-
bone”	 of	 the	 organization,	 Mary	 is	 more	
than	just	a	dynamo	at	multi-tasking.	Mary’s	
30+	years	of	philanthropic	experience,	com-
bined	with	her	love	and	enthusiasm	for	the	
arts	as	both	a	volunteer	and	a	patron,	are	an	
example	of	how	an	individual’s	involvement	
and	passion	can	inspire	and	motivate	an	or-
ganization	and	a	community.
	 In	 addition	 to	 volunteering,	 Mary	 and	
her	 husband	 Jim	 also	 support	 other	 local	
arts	organizations	such	as	the	Ventura	Mu-
sic	Festival	and	the	Rubicon	Theatre.	
	 Their	generosity	does	not	stop	there	as	
they	 have	 established	 college	 scholarships	
in	 both	 their	 names	 through	 the	 Ventura	
County	 Community	 Foundation	 to	 assist	
the	youth	in	our	community	in	furthering	
their	education.

Council 
member Neal 
Andrews 
receives NLC 
leadership 
training honor
	 Neal	 Andrews	 will	 be	 recognized	 by	
the	National	League	of	Cities	 (NLC)	 for	
reaching	the	Silver	level	in	its	Certificate	
of	 Achievement	 in	 Leadership	 program.		
Sponsored	by	the	NLC	Leadership	Training	
Institute	(LTI),	the	award	will	be	presented	
in	Denver,	Colo.	at	the	annual	Congress	of	
Cities	in	December.
	 To	achieve	the	Silver	level,	a	local	official	
must	earn	36	credits	encompassing	all	five	
core	 competency	 areas	 of	 the	 LTI	 curricu-
lum,	referred	to	as	“Cornerstone,”	“Compe-
tent	 Practitioner,”	 “Communicator,”	 “Col-
laborator”	and	“Catalyst.”		
	 Andrews	is	one	of	the	fewer	than	three	
hundred	 and	 fifty	 NLC	 members	 to	 have	
reached	the	Silver	level	in	the	Certificate	of	
Achievement	 in	 Leadership	 program	 since	
its	inception.	
	 NLC	 is	 committed	 to	 strengthening	
and	 promoting	 the	 leadership	 capacity	 of	
our	nation’s	 local	elected	officials.	 	As	part	
of	the	NLC	mission	to	create	stronger	com-
munities,	the	Leadership	Training	Institute	
provides	local	officials	with	the	professional	
development	 opportunities	 to	 assist	 then	
in	 promoting	 positive	 change	 and	 innova-
tion	within	their	communities.		At	the	same	

Ventura Water 
begins water 
system flushing 
maintenance
 Ventura	 Water	 has	 begun	 routine	
maintenance	 operations	 to	 improve	 wa-
ter	 quality	 and	 protect	 pipe	 integrity	 by	
flushing	 sediments	 and	 minerals	 that	
may	 have	 accumulated	 in	 the	 City’s	 water	
distribution	pipes	over	time.	 	To	minimize	
impacts	 to	 customers,	 operations	 will	 be	
conducted	from	10	pm	through	6	am,	Mon-
day	through	Thursday,	approximately	every	
other	week	from	November	through	Febru-
ary.		
	 During	 the	 operation,	 residents	 may	
hear	and	see	water	as	it	is	discharged	from	
fire	hydrants	into	the	streets	and	road	trav-
elers	 are	 asked	 to	 take	 extra	 care.	 	 Follow-
ing	the	flushing	in	their	area,	residents	may	
notice	brown	or	discolored	water	when	the	
tap	is	first	turned	on	in	the	morning.		If	this	
happens,	 customers	 should	 open	 the	 cold	
tap	 nearest	 the	 water	 meter	 -	 usually	 the	
front	 outside	 faucet	 -	 to	 full	 flow	 and	 run	

idea	is	that	on	the	day	of	thanks	we	share	a	
meal	with	friends	and	neighbors	who	live	in	
the	same	city.
	 We	have	a	 strong	sense	of	community	
in	Ventura.	 	We	are	unified	 in	our	passion	
to	make	Ventura	a	better	place,	yet	our	com-
munity	 members	 are	 diverse	 in	 religion,	
politics,	culture	and	economics	to	name	a	
few.	Which	makes	this	an	ideal	opportuni-
ty	to	connect	with	each	other,	honor	and	
embrace	our	differences	and	perspectives	
and	share	a	meal	with	fellow	community	
members.	
	 One	 City,	 One	 Meal	 will	 be	 held	 on	
Thanksgiving	 Day,	 November	 25	 at	 the	
Knights	 of	 Columbus	 Hall,	 36	 Figueroa	
Street.		There	will	be	3	seatings	–	11am,	noon	
and	1	pm	(with	a	capacity	of	about	150	per	
seating).	 	Volunteers	are	needed	for	set-up,	
clean	up,	serving,	and	table	hosts.	Food	do-
nations	and	monetary	or	supply	donations	
are	welcomed.		You	can	find	out	more	about	
how	 you	 can	 participate	 in	 One	 City,	 One	
Meal	by	calling	Nola	Grunden	at	the	Salva-
tion	Army	at		659-3598.

the	water	into	their	garden	or	lawn	for	a	few	
minutes	until	the	water	clears.	
	 More	 information	 is	 available	 at	 the	
City	of	Ventura’s	Environmental	and	Water	
Resources	Facebook	page.	 	If	you	have	any	
questions,	please	call	Ventura	Water	at	652-
4500	or	Nancy	Broschart	at	654-7526.

	 On	 Saturday,	 November	 6	 the	 43rd	
Annual	 Great	 Auction	 was	 held	 at	 the	
Crowne	 Plaza	 Ventura	 Beach	 Hotel	 en-
titled	“Dancing	with	the	Stars	of	Tomor-
row.”
	 The	 stars	 being	 the	 girls	 and	 boys	
that	attend	their	clubs	in	Ventura.
	 The	 fund	 raiser	 for	 the	 Boys	 &	 Gils	
Club	 of	 Ventura	 featured	 the	 music	 of	
Karl	 Keller’s	 “Sax	 and	 the	 City”,	 silent	
auctions,	 a	 wonderful	 dinner,	 live	 auc-
tions,	dancing	by	the	kids	from	the	Boys	
&	 Girls	 Club	 and	 an	 after	 party	 at	 the	
downstairs	 Aqua	 Lounge	 featuring	 the	

Master of ceremonies Louis Van Amstel reading the list of auction items at the “Dancing with the 
Stars of Tomorrow”

The 43rd Great Auction
sax	playing	of	Leon	Roussso	and	was	at-
tended	by	several	hundred	people.	
	 As	 2010	 Auction	 Committee	 Chair	
Becky	 Harmon	 stated	 “Your	 donations	
tonight	 will	 invest	 in	 the	 future	 of	 our	
Stars	of	Tomorrow”.
	 The	master	of	ceremonies	was	Louis	
Van	 Amstel,	 ballroom	 dance	 champion,	
who	appears	on	Dancing	with	the	Stars.
	 According	to	Breeze	writer	Scamp	the	
highlight	of	the	evening	was	a	Shih	Tzu	
puppy	being	auctioned	off	for	$2,300.	He	
said	“can	you	just	imagine	what	a	famous	
dog	like	me	must	be	worth.”

time,	 seminars	 are	 designed	 to	 explore	 the	
nature	 and	 practice	 of	 local	 governmental	
leadership.
	 Each	training	seminar	addresses	one	or	
more	of	the	core	areas	of	municipal	leader-
ship,	 including	personal	 leadership	growth	
and	 development,	 effective	 governance,	 ef-
fective	communications,	skills	in	developing	
and	promoting	partnerships	and	managing	
change.	
	 NLC’s	Leadership	Training	Council	es-
tablished	the	Certificate	of	Achievement	in	
Leadership	program	in	1999.		The	primary	
purpose	of	the	program	is	to	recognize	and	
acknowledge	 excellence	 in	 leadership	 by	
NLC	members.	
	 The	National	League	of	Cities	is	the	na-
tion’s	oldest	and	largest	organization	devot-
ed	to	strengthening	and	promoting	cities	as	
centers	of	opportunity,	leadership	and	gov-
ernance.	NLC	is	a	resource	and	advocate	for	
19,000	cities,	towns	and	villages,	represent-
ing	more	than	218	million	Americans.

Parking meters
Continued from page 1
	discussed	but	ultimately	decided	to	put	
off	 the	 decision	 to	 turn	 the	 meters	 off	
through	the	holiday	season.		
	 The	 group	 did	 strike	 down	 a	 number	
small	changes	recommended	by	city	staff	re-
garding	the	reduction	of	hours	and	the	cost	
of	meters	on	side	streets.		The	group	stated	
making	these	changes	would	add	confusion	
for	customers.
	 The	 advisory	 committee	 did	 agree	 to	
add	 a	 feature	 to	 the	 meters	 which	 will	 let	
people	add	time	to	their	meters	using	their	
cell	phones.
	 The	committee	meets	again	next	week.		
The	city	council	will	also	be	addressing	me-
ters	at	its	November	22	meeting.
	 “I’m	worried	we’re	airing	our	dirty	laun-
dry	out	in	public,”	said	a	Main	Street shop	
owner.	 “What	 matters	 is	 what	 customers	
think,	and	if	they	can	get	used	to	meters	–	
they	don’t	need	to	hear	all	of	us	bickering	at	
each	other.”
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HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE

COLLECTION EVENTS

FUNDED BY A GRANT FROM THE CALIFORNIA INTEGRATED 
WASTE MANAGEMENT BOARD • 1-800-CLEANUP

Zero Waste – You Make it Happen

For Ventura Residents 

RESERVATION 
REQUIRED 

CALL 

652-4525
Call Monday-Thursday 

8am-5pm for  
an Appointment

GOLD COAST RECYCLING

5275 COLT ST.  
VENTURA

ACCEPTABLE  
ITEMS INCLUDE:

•	Aerosol	cans
•	Household	Cleaners
•	Pesticides
•	Gasoline
•	Paint,	Polishes		

&	Varnishes
•	Auto	&	Household		

Batteries
•	Motor	Oil/Other		

Auto	Fluids
•	Flourescent	Light	

Tubes

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED 
INCLUDE:

•	55	Gallon	Drums	of	Material
•	Commercial/Industrial	Waste
•	Compressed	Gas	Cylinders
•	Electronic	Waste
•	Explosives,	Ammunition,		
	 	 Fireworks
•	Radioactive	Material
•	Smoke	Detectors

Limit of 
15 gallons or 
125 pounds 
per visit.

www.cityofventura.net

Nov.20, 2010 
Jan. 15, 2011 & Feb. 19, 2011

9 am – 2 pm

Back on track 
after 50 years 
at Fillmore & 
Western Railway
	 The	 #14,	 a	 Baldwin	 Steam	 Engine	
2-8-0	 locomotive	 that	 was	 built	 in	 1913	
is	going	to	be	chugging	back	on	the	rail-
road	tracks	again	after	a	50	year	absence.	
That’s	 a	 generation	 of	 time	 it	 sat	 idle.	
After	intermittent	rebuild	projects	span-
ning	the	last	5	or	6	years,	a	decision	was	
made	in	March	to	step-up	the	effort	and	
get	 the	 job	done.	 In	April	 an	 intense	ef-
fort	was	put	forth	by	Fillmore	&	Western	
Railway	 steam	 engineers	 to	 restore	 the	
locomotive	to	its	original	glory	and	their	
efforts	are	nearing	completion,	and	there	
is	light	at	the	end	of	the	tunnel.		
	 The	 locomotive	 has	 been	 converted	
from	a	coal-fired	to	oil-fired	and	will	go	
through	its	initial	trial	runs	fired	by	fuel	
oil.	The	locomotive	has	been	outfitted	to	
be	fired	by	recycled	vegetable	oil	and	will	

by Sheli Ellsworth

	 Local	 peace	 activist	 and	 icon,	 Betty	
Eagle,	 was	 honored	 posthumously	 on	
Sunday,	 November	 7,	 by	 several	 com-
munity	 organizations.	 Ms.	 Eagle,	
born	 in	 1927,	 began	 a	 path	 of	 social	
consciousness	 in	 her	 teens	 when	 she	
worked	with	the	Zionist	movement	for	
the	creation	of	the	State	of	Israel.	Later,	
she	worked	for	peace	and	justice	for	the	
Palestinians.	She	continued	to	become	
involved	 in	 some	 of	 the	 prominent	 is-
sues	 of	 her	 time,	 including	 civil	 and	
labor	 rights.	 She	 also	 worked	 to	 stop	
the	 Vietnam	 War;	 support	 the	 lettuce	
and	 grape	 boycott	 of	 the	 60s	 and	 70s;	
help	local	mushroom	harvesters	in	con-
tract	negotiations	in	1998;	and	end	the	
bombing	 and	 occupation	 in	 Afghani-
stan	 and	 Iraq.	 Ms.	 Eagle	 passed	 away	
unexpectedly	 in	 July	after	a	 lifetime	of	
political	activism.
	 The	 daughter	 of	 Hungarian	 Jew-
ish	 immigrants,	Ms.	Eagle	 claimed	her	
right	 to	 a	 library	 card	 at	 age	 four	 af-
ter	 proving	 she	 could	 read.	 She	 even-
tually	 became	 an	 elementary	 grade	
school	teacher	who	passed	on	her	love	
of	 reading	 to	 many.	 She	 also	 founded	
and	 conducted	 for	 15	 years	 the	 Euro-
pean	 Classical	 Musical	 Festival	 tour	
of	Wolfgang	Mozart’s	life	winning	the	
Marco	 Polo	 Prize	 for	 excellence	 from	

Some of Betty Eagle’s family members: her husband, Norman, and sons, David and Harry

Memorial for cherished 
local advocate

the	travel	industry.
	 Married	to	Norman	for	58	years,	the	
Eagles	served	as	charter	members	of	the	
steering	committee	of	the	Peace	Coali-
tion	of	Greater	Ventura.	In	2001	Betty	
and	Norman	Eagle	were	awarded	with	
a	 Certificate	 of	 Appreciation	 from	
the	 United	 Farm	 Workers	 of	 America.	
In	 2007	 the	 Eagles	 received	 the	 Earth	
Charter	 Award	 for	 their	 “Commit-
ment	to	Democracy,	Non-Violence	and	
Peace.”
	 The	 memorial	 was	 sponsored	 by	
Citizens	 for	 a	 Peaceful	 Resolution	 and	
The	 Peace	 Coalition	 of	 Greater	 Ven-
tura	 and	 supported	 by	 Venturans	 for	
a	 Just	 Palestine,	 Veterans	 for	 Peace,	
VC	 COOL	 C.A.U.S.E.,	 Green	 Party	 VC,	
Todo	 Poder	 al	 Pueblo	 and	 the	 United	
Farm	 Workers.	 It	 was	 organized	 by	
Cindy	 Piester	 at	 the	 request	 of,	 and	
with	 the	 assistance	 of,	 the	 Eagle	 Fam-
ily.	 	 It	 began	 with	 the	 dedication	 of	
an	 eight-foot	 bench	 in	 Plaza	 Park	 and	
was	 followed	 by	 a	 peace	 and	 justice	
march	 in	 downtown,	 ending	 with	 a	
memorial	 ceremony	 at	 Foster	 Library.	
	 Ms.	 Eagle	 is	 survived	 by	 Norman,	
brother,	 Bernard;	 sister,	 Ruby;	 three	
sons,	David,	 Jeremy	and	Harry;	daugh-
ter-in-law,	 Nancy;	 and	 grandchildren,	
Alison	and	Jesse.

Women’s 
Economic 
Ventures (WEV) 
‘Alumni’ host 
fundraisers to 
help fill funding 
gap
by Nanci Cone

	 	Due	to	an	unexpected	and	significant	
decrease	 in	 funding	 from	 both	 founda-
tion	grants	and	corporate	gifts,	non-pro-
fit	WEV	is	now	facing	a	$200,000	budget	
gap	for	2010.	At	a	time	when	WEV’s	self-
employment	and	small	business	training	
programs	 and	 small	 business	 loans	 are	
needed	 more	 than	 ever,	 WEV	 program	

Volunteer in the 
beautiful 
Ventura Harbor
	 Channel	Islands	National	Park	needs
Volunteers.	 Positions	 are	 available	 in
the	 Robert	 J.	 Largomarsino	 Visitor	 Cen-
ter	 located	 in	 the	 beautiful	 Ventura	
Harbor.	 Volunteers	 will	 present	 in-
formation	to	people	 interested	in	the	
Channel	Islands.	Volunteers	will	work	
alongside	National	Park Rangers	who	
provide	 training	 in	 the	 natural	 and	
cultural	 history	 of	 the	 Channel	
Islands,	 as	 well	 as	 various	 travel	 op-
portunities	to	the	islands.	Volunteers	
work	a	half	day	per/week	and	make	a	
commitment	of	at	least	one-year.	Call	
today	 and	 discover	 the	 Channel	 Is-
lands.	 Contact	 Bill	 Faulkner	 at	
658-5734	 or	 email:	 bill_faulkner@
nps.gov

clients	and	‘graduates’	are	hosting	a	seri-
es	of	events	at	their	own	businesses	from	
now	 throughout	 December	 to	 benefit	
WEV	programs.	
	 “If	 you	 know	 of	 WEV,	 you	 probably	
already	 know	 about	 all	 the	 great	 things	
they	do	and	lives	they	touch,”	said	Talia	
Wunder,	owner	of	Devone	Design	Perfect	
Fit	Jewelry	and	a	founding	member	of	the	
WEV	Alumni	Fundraising	Committee.	“I	
know	firsthand	as	WEV	helped	me	on	my	
journey	from	stalled	to	success	after	I	lost	
my	full-time	job	last	year.”
	 The	goal	is	for	alumni	to	individual-
ly	give	and/or	raise	$500	each	or	$3,000	
per	 team	 of	 alumni	 toward	 a	 goal	 of	
$100,000.	WEV’s	board	and	staff	goal	 is	
to	match	that	$100,000	with	grants	and	
major	gifts.
	 “We	 are	 so	 grateful	 to	 our	 alumni	
who	 are	 banding	 together	 to	 make	 sure	
WEV	can	continue	to	serve	others	in	the	
community,”	 said	 Marsha	 Bailey,	 Wo-
men’s	 Economic	 Ventures	 Founder	 and	

CEO.	 “These	 women	 and	 men	 are	 the	
ones	 who	 best	 understand	 what	 WEV	
does,	why	we	do	it	and	how	it	helps.”
	 The	next	fundraiser	in	Ventura	is	an	
Underground	 Dinner	 hosted	 by	 WEV	
Self-Employment	 Training	 graduates	
Lynne	 Castillo	 and	 Talia	 Wunder	 on	
December	 12	 with	 location	 and	 time	
to	be	decided.
	 Today,	 WEV	 offers	 a	 continuum	 of	
programs	to	help	women	succeed	at	eve-
ry	stage	of	the	business	lifecycle.	To	learn	
more,	visit	 the	WEV	website	at	www.we-
vonline.org.	 Sinc1,	 Women’s	 Economic	
Ventures	has	been	helping

be	one	of	a	handful	of	locomotives	in	the	
country	to	“go	green”.
	 The	 locomotive	 was	 purchased	 by	
Fillmore	&	Western	in	December	of	1999	
from	 Dodge	 City	 Railroad	 in	 Dodge	
City,	Kansas	and	hadn’t	seen	service	on	
the	rails	since	the	1960’s.	View	photos	
taken	that	follow	the	day-to-day	prog-
ress	of	the	restoration	on	their	website	
at		www.fwry.com.				
	 The	 locomotive	 will	 be	 “back	 on	
track”	 during	 the	 December	 Christmas	
Holiday.	 	 Frequent	 the	 website	 to	 learn	
when	#14,	will	once	again,	exert	it’s	awe-
some	power	on	the	rails.	Be	a	part	of	re-
living	history	by	being	aboard.		
	 All	Aboard	for	Fun!		524-2546
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	 Ventura	 County	 District	 Attorney	
Greg	 Totten	 was	 the	 keynote	 speaker	 at	
the	 18th	 annual	 Veterans	 Day	 service	
held	 at	 Ivy	 Lawn	 Memorial	 Park	 in	
Ventura	on	Thursday,	November	11.
	 The	 ceremony,	 “A	 Veterans	 Day	
Dedication	 to	 World	 Peace,”	 began	 at	
10:30	a.m.
	 George	 Compton,	 a	 retired	 Army	
colonel	 and	 former	 Ventura	 County	
Veterans	Service	Officer,	served	as	mas-

Ventura County D.A. Totten at Ivy Lawn Veterans Day service. Photo by John Ferritto

Ventura County District Attorney  
Greg Totten keynote speaker

ter	 of	 ceremonies.	 Color	 Guards	 rep-
resenting	 local	 service	 organizations	
were	 there	 as	 well,	 the	 Pacific	 Coast	
Highlanders	Pipe	Band	performed	and	
Jennifer	Vasquez	played	“Taps.”
	 Over	 1,000	 American	 casket	 flags	
were	 on	 display	 during	 the	 ceremony,	
courtesy	 of	 the	 Veterans’	 Avenue	 of	
Flags	 Organization.	 Each	 flag	 has	 the	
name	of	the	veteran	it	belongs	to	writ-
ten	on	the	binding.	

 The third Living History Day at the Olivas Adobe presented docents and volunteers 
greeting the visitors with demonstrations of how life was in the mid 1,800’s by demonstrat-
ing wine making, quilting, washing of clothes, carpentry, use of firearms and other activi-
ties of the time all dressed in clothes of the period.
 Of course Mr. & Mrs. Olivas were there reminiscing about the raising of 21 kids in the 
Adobe.
 They explained how the boys slept outside on the balcony to protect their sisters from 
the overly rambunctious cow hands.

	 Charlene	Dickson	and	Joceline	Lam,	
students	 in	 Ventura	 College’s	 Associate	
Degree	 Nursing	 Program,	 are	 recipients	
of	 the	 2010	 Meister	 Family	 Foundation	
Nursing	Scholarship,	offered	through	Com-
munity	Memorial	Health	System.
	 The	 scholarship	 winners	 each	 received	
$5,000.	 They	 were	 chosen	 by	 a	 four-mem-
ber	 CMHS	 nursing	 committee	 based	 on	
criteria	 that	 included	 grade-point	 average,	
community	 service,	 financial	 needs,	 a	 500-
word	personal	statement	focusing	on	career	
goals	 and	 a	 letter	 of	 reference	 from	 a	 VC	
nursing	faculty	member.	Upon	graduation,	
these	nurses	may	be	offered	nursing	jobs	at	
CMHS.
	 Dickson,	who	serves	as	a	certified	nurs-
ing	 assistant	 in	 Community	 Memorial	
Hospital’s	fifth-floor	Medical-Surgical	Unit	
while	 attending	 school,	 said	 she	 chose	 a	
nursing	career,	due	in	large	part	to	the	sup-

Barbara Meister (center), with scholarship winners Charlene Dickson  and Joceline Lam receiving 
their $5,000 scholarships

Meister Foundation awards 
$5,000 scholarships to two 
nursing students

port	and	care	she	received	from	nurses	when	
she	was	a	patient.
	 “CMH	is	very	important	to	me,”	Dick-
son	wrote	in	her	personal	statement.	“I	had	
my	children	there,	and	my	cancer	surgeries	
there.	I	was	supported	in	my	recovery	by	my	
favorite	people,	nurses.”
	 Lam,	 who	 works	 in	 CMH’s	 operat-
ing	 room,	 said	 she	 grew	 up	 wanting	 to	 be	
a	medical	doctor,	but	decided	to	switch	to	
nursing	after	earning	her	bachelor’s	degree	
in	biology	from	the	University	of	California	
at	Riverside.
	 “I	knew	I	wanted	to	not	only	help	peo-
ple,	 but	 I	 also	 wanted	 to	 reach	 out	 to	 pa-
tients	on	a	more	personal	level,”	Lam	wrote	
in	her	personal	statement.	“Nursing	became	
the	clear	answer	that	fulfilled	all	of	my	career	
criteria.”
	 Barbara	 Meister,	 President	 and	 Chief	
Executive	 Officer	 of	 the	 Barber	 Automotive	

Group	in	Ventura,	has	served	on	the	board	of	
the	Community	Memorial	Healthcare	Foun-
dation	since	its	inception	in	1984.	A	longtime	
Ventura	 County	 philanthropist,	 she	 estab-
lished	the	yearly	$10,000	nursing	scholarship	
in	2007	to	show	her	gratitude	for	the	caring	
treatment	 her	 late	 husband	 Larry	 received	
during	his	stays	at	the	hospital.

Cooking
Donna’s Dishes 
by Donna Mac Bride

 For all you foodies out there, I’ve started 
a new recipe column based on home cooking 
by local Ventura cooks.  We’ll emphasize en-
tree’s or side dishes, salads for now.  Just send 
me your simple recipe ideas to Vtafoodie@ya-
hoo.com include name, and picture if  you like.  
Open to Ventura residents only. Share what 
works for your family and friends.

Turkey	breast	-	
easy	
thanksgiving			

by Jean Pitney, Ventura

	 1	turkey	breast,	on	the	bone,	rinsed		
	 and	patted	dry	with	paper	towels
	 -	10	large	shallots,	peeled
	 -	3	medium	carrots,	peeled,	and	cut		
	 into	2-inch	pieces
Turkey paste:
	 -	4	tablespoons	whole-grain	mustard	
	 -	2	garlic	cloves,	crushed
	 -	2	teaspoons	ground	cumin
	 -	1	tablespoon	dried	oregano
	 -	1	teaspoon	allspice
	 -	2	teaspoons	chili	powder
	 -	1	tablespoon	brown	sugar
	 -	1	teaspoon	extra-virgin	olive	oil
Gravy:
	 -	2	cans	or	4	cups	of		chicken	stock
	 -	2	tablespoons	plain	flour
	 -	Salt	and	freshly	ground	black	pep-
per,	for	seasoning
	 Mix	paste	together	and	cover	the	top	
of	the	turkey	breast.
	 Place	in	large	baking	pan	surrounded	
by	 shallots,	 carrots	 and	 any	 other	 root	
vegetable.	Bake	375	until	done.		
	 Gravy:	 scrape	 up	 any	 turkey	 left	 in	
pan	 and	 add	 chicken	 stock,	 flour,	 s&p	
and	stir	well	until	gravy	is	formed.

Ventura 
Police and high 
schools partner 
to educate
	 The	Ventura	Police	Department	and	
the	 Ventura	 Unified	 School	 District	 are	
partnering	 with	 Motivational	 Multime-
dia	 Assembly	 (MMA),	 which	 uses	 high-
tech	 imagery	 to	 present	 a	 dynamic,	 ce-
lebrity-filled	 multi-media	 show.	 Using	
popular	 music	 videos,	 movie	 and	 TV	
program	 clips,	 MMA	 creates	 a	 power-
ful	 impression	viewed	on	11	foot	by	43	
foot	screens,	conveying	age-appropriate	
messages	 encouraging	 youth	 to	 make	
informed	 decisions	 on	 difficult	 choices	
and	 first-person	 stories	 on	 youth	 being	
challenged	to	make	better	decisions	con-
cerning	their	health,	safety	and	future.	
	 The	 Ventura	 Police	 Department	 is	
committed	 to	 our	 youth	 and	 working	
with	 MMA	 to	 educate	 our	 leaders	 of	
tomorrow	 with	 these	 key	 messages:	
youth	 having	 control,	 being	 respon-
sible,	 the	 consequence	 of	 underage	
drinking	 and	 drug	 use	 as	 well	 as	 per-
ception	versus	reality.
	 Upcoming	 presentations	 will	 be	
held	at	two	assemblies	at	Ventura	High	
School,	2	North	Catalina	Street,	on	No-
vember	18	 in	 the	Auditorium;	 three	as-
semblies	 at	 Buena	 High	 School,	 5670	
Telegraph	Road,	on	November	19	in	the	
Auditorium.
	 School	 Resource	 Officer	 J.	 MacLel-
lan,	 Ventura	 Police	 Department,	 will	
be	 the	 facilitator	 for	 all	 presentations.	
	 For	 more	 information	 regard-
ing	 these	 presentations	 contact	
Public	 Information	 Officer:	 Sgt.	 J	
Richards,	 Ventura	 Police	 Depart-
ment,	 at	 339-4470	 or	 805	 339-4399	
or	 email:	 jrichards@ci.ventura.ca.us	
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News and Notes

Gift Giving is Easy 
with Omaha Steaks! 

Give The Gift That Will 
Thrill Everyone!

The Grilling Collection
4 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
2 (4 1/2 oz.) Stuffed Sole 
              with Scallops & Crabmeat
8 (3 oz.) Gourmet Franks
4 (4 oz. approx.) Boneless Chicken 
 Breasts
4 (5 3/4 oz.) Stuffed Baked Potatoes

Reg. $154.00, 
Now Only ........

$4999

2 FREE Gifts with purchase   

top sirloins

stuffed baked 
potatoes

chicken breasts

stuffed sole

pork chops

gourmet franks

Limit of 2 Packages and 1 Cutlery Set & Cutting Board per address. 
Standard shipping & handling will be applied per address. Offer expires 12/31/10.

And FREE Cutting 
Board to every 
shipping address

6-Piece 
Cutlery Set

©2010 OCG | OmahaSteaks.com, Inc.   12522 www.OmahaSteaks.com/holiday93

Call 1-888-450-3081 
and ask for 45102AJA       

Save 
$10401

Thanksgiving 
Potluck is this 
evening
	 The	 Ventura	 Family	 YMCA	 is	 invit-
ing	everyone	in	the	community	to	join	in	
for	their		free	Sixth	Annual	Thanksgiving	
Potluck	Celebration.	 	At	5	pm	on	Wednes-
day,	November	17.	There	will	be	a	great	vari-
ety	of	delicious	food	and	entertainment.			
	 The	Thanksgiving	Potluck	is	a	yearly	cel-
ebration	where	staff,	members	and	individu-
als	from	the	community	join	together	for	an	
evening	of	great	company	and	a	free	meal.		
The	staff	at	the	Ventura	Family	YMCA	also	
uses	this	opportunity	to	give	thanks	and	ap-
preciation	to	its	members.
	 “The	 potluck	 is	 our	 special	 way	 to	 say	
thank	you	to	the	members	and	individuals	
in	our	community,	as	they	are	the	ones	that	
truly	 make	 the	 YMCA	 a	 wonderful	 place”	
said	Amber	Stevens,	Aquatics	Director	at	the	
Ventura	Family	YMCA.	
	 They	invite	you	to	join	them	for	an	in-
credibly	fun	event	that	will	shed	a	spirit	of	
thanks	 throughout	 our	 community	 and	
throughout	 the	 Ventura	 Family	 YMCA.		
Bring	 your	 favorite	 Thanksgiving	 dish	 to	
share	as	we	reflect	on	what	we	are	thankful	
for	and	the	exciting	future	to	come.

Exercise 
equipment for 
the Veterans 
Home
	 Los	 Angeles	 Police	 Officer	 Kristina	
Ripatti	 Pearce	 was	 tragically	 shot	 and	
paralyzed	 in	 2006	 while	 in	 the	 line	 of	
duty	 and	 she	 became	 a	 spokesperson	
for	 NuStep.	 She	 used	 Nu-Step	 fitness	
equipment	 as	 part	 of	 her	 rehabilita-
tion	 and	 recovery	 to	 transform	 the	
tragedy	of	paralysis	 into	a	triumph	of	
fierce	determination	–	and	to	rebuild	a	
life	of	family,	friends	and	fitness.	
	 NuStep	 is	 committed	 to	 helping	
men	 and	 women	 in	 the	 Armed	 Forces	

A standing “room” only crowd thoroughly enjoyed the great music of the Shoemaker 
Brothers on October 31 at the last of the October concerts “New Music Outdoor Lounge” 
held at the Ventura Harbor Village.

Harrison’s 
Thanksgiving 
schedule
	 In	 observance	 of	 Thanksgiving	 Day,	
the	 employees	 of	 Harrison	 Industries	
are	taking	the	day	off	on	Thursday,	No-
vember	 	 25.	 As	 a	 result,	 customers	 who	
normally	have	their	trash	and	recyclables	
or	green	waste	collected	on	Thursday	or	
Friday	will	have	it	collected	one	day	later	
than	usual.
	 The	Thanksgiving	holiday	will	not	af-
fect	customers	who	have	their	trash	and	
recyclables	 or	 green	 waste	 collected	 on	
Monday,	Tuesday	or	Wednesday.
	 The	regular	schedule	for	all	custom-
ers	will	resume	the	following	week.
	 For	more	information,	call	647-1414.

	 The	 Housing	 Authority	 of	 the	 City	
of	San	Buenaventura	received	Awards	of	
Merit	for	Innovation	in	Resident	Servic-
es	for	their	Etiquette	Plus	Program,	and	
for	 Administrative	 Innovation	 for	 their	
Electronic	Master	Calendar	Program,	an-
nounced	Edward	L.	Moses,	CEO.
	 The	National	Association	of	Housing	
and	 Redevelopment	 Officials	 (NAHRO)	
conferred	 the	 prestigious	 awards,	 which	
were	presented	to	those	member	agencies	
that	have	developed	creative	ways	of	mak-
ing	a	difference	in	the	lives	of	the	people	
they	serve.
	 Recognized	for	Administrative	Inno-
vation,	 the	 Electronic	 Master	 Calendar	
ensures	that	each	of	the	agency’s	depart-
ments	have	met	their	individual	tasking,	
reporting	and	submission	goals	on	time	
to	the	agency,	to	local	and	state	organiza-
tions,	 and	 to	United	States	Department	

Residents and staff of the Housing Authority of the City of San Buenaventura receive Awards of 
Merit from the National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials. Top row,  Direc-
tor of Resident Services John Garcia, Chief Operating Officer of Public Housing Jose Gomes, and 
Director of Information Technology William Rhodes Bottom row,  Residents Celia Zavala and 
Wanda Sumner, Etiquette Instructor Mary Barrientos and Commissioner Phyllis D. Kozel.

Housing Authority receives 
Awards of Merit

of	 Housing	 and	 Urban	 Development.	
Since	 the	 inception	 of	 the	 program	 in	
June	2009,	the	agency	has	recorded	a	99.5	
percent	 completion	 rate	 on	 all	 agency-
related	tasks	and	reports.
	 In	its	third	year,	Etiquette	Plus	is	an	
intergenerational	 program	 for	 housing	
residents	who	want	to	advance	their	per-
sonal	 skills	 for	 success	 in	 school,	 social,	
or	 business	 settings.	 Through	 exposure	
to	a	world	beyond	housing	and	by	teach-
ing	 communication	 and	 social	 skills	 via	
a	tailored	curriculum,	guest	speakers	and	
field	 trips,	 participants	 realize	 increased	
confidence	and	learn	vital	life	skills.
	 “I	am	so	proud	of	staff	for	being	rec-
ognized	 with	 these	 awards,”	 said	 CEO	
Ed	 Moses,	 “But	 more	 importantly,	 I	 am	
proud	 of	 our	 residents	 for	 participating	
in	the	programs	we	offer	for	their	person-
al	development	and	growth.”

and	 Veteran	 residents	 at	 the	 new	 Vet-
erans	 Home	 of	 California.	 Barbara	
Spiegel,	Regent,	Conejo	Valley	Chapter	
Daughters	 of	 the	 American	 Revolu-
tion,	spearheaded	efforts	to	obtain	the	
exercise	 equipment	 for	 the	 Veterans	
Home.	The	group	generously	funded	a	
portion	of	the	equipment.		
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40% of all stolen vehicles 
had the keys left in them.

75% of identity theft crimes occur 
before the victim ever files a report.

50% of all thefts & burglaries reported are
a result of people leaving their cars unlocked.

80% of all thefts & burglaries from 
vehicles are a result of people leaving their 
valuables in plain sight.

the ventura police department reminds you to lock your car,
take your keys, remove your valuables and protect your identity.

www.venturapd.org www.facebook.com/venturapd

Emergency
9-1-1

Non-Emergency
805-650-8010

Business Line
805-339-4400

40%
had the keys left in them.

Nutcracker 
coming to 
Oxnard
	 On	 November	 20,	 for	 the	 first	 time	
ever,	 the	Ventura	County	Ballet	Compa-
ny	 (VCBC)	 will	 share	 the	 spotlight	 with	
Ventura	 College’s	 52-piece	 orchestra	
(VCO)	to	incorporate	live	music	in	the	
company’s	 annual	 must-see	 holiday	
shows.
	 “The	 Ventura	 College’s	 collabo-
ration	 with	 VCBC	 is	 exciting	 for	 the	
community,	 enhancing	 both	 groups’	
missions	 to	 serve	 young	 artists	 and	
the	community	at	large,”	said	Norbert	
Tan,	 Executive	 Director	 of	 the	 Ven-
tura	 College	 Foundation.	 “Ventura	
College	 looks	 forward	 to	 its	 ongoing	
artistic	 partnership	 with	 VCBC,	 espe-
cially	leading	up	to	the	unveiling	of	its	
multi-million	 dollar	 theatre	 renova-
tion	in	2011.	
	 The	 Ventura	 College	 Foundation	
is	delighted	to	sponsor	the	VCBC	and	
Ventura	 College	 Music	 Department’s	
collaboration	of	The	Nutcracker	Ballet	
in	November.”
	 Usher	 in	 the	 holiday	 season	 with	
performances	 on	 November	 20	 at	 2	
p.m.	and	7	p.m.,	and	on	November	21	
at	 2	 p.m.	 at	 the	 Oxnard	 Performing	
Arts	 Center,	 800	 Hobson	 Way	 in	 Ox-
nard.	Following	each	matinee	will	be	a	
Sugar	 Plum	 Cookie	 reception	 compli-
mentary	to	all	ticket	holders.
	 Tickets	 are	 $10	 -	 $25	 for	 general	
admission,	 $17	 for	 seniors	 65	 and	

Holiday Swing 
Big Band Dance 
by Sheli Ellsworth

	 Dance—listen	 to	 jazz—enjoy	 the	har-
bor	view.	The	Ventura	Jazz	Orchestra	will	
be	kicking	off	the	holiday	season	with	the	
Ventura	Poinsettia	Dance	Club	on	Decem-
ber	4th	at	3451	Foothill	Road.
	 Orchestra	founder,	Dean	Adams,	left	a	
career	in	sales	to	follow	his	passion.		After	
much	soul	searching,	he	decided	to	spend	
his	days	as	a	handyman	and	his	nights	with	
Sinatra,	Fitzgerald,	and	Dean	Martin.	
	 “We	have	a	wonderful	show	lined	up.	
It’s	 our	 yearly	 Holiday	 Big	 Band	 Swing	
Dance.	 We	 will	 be	 performing	 tunes	 like	
Baby	 It’s	 Cold	 Outside,	 Santa	 Baby,	 and	
the	Harry	Connick	version	of	Sleigh	Ride,”	
says	Adams.	“I	like	to	divide the	show	into	
thirds.”	 	Part	of	 the	show	will	 feature	 fe-
male	vocalist	Donna	Greene	and	male	vo-
calist	 Glenn	 Novack.	 The	 remainder	 will	
be	instrumentals	like	In	the	Mood.	
	 With	 over	 twenty	 shows	 under	 his	
belt,	Adams	feels	he	has	the	“finest	musi-
cians	 in	 Ventura	 County.”	 	 The	 19-piece	
show	band	consists	of	four	trumpet	play-
ers,	 four	 trombonists,	 five	 saxophonists,	
a	stand-up	Bassist,	an	electric	guitarist,	a	
drummer	and	a	pianist.
	 Adams	 is	 dedicated	 to	 producing	 a	
first	class	 show,	“I	 tell	my	orchestra,	half	
measures	avail	us	nothing.	Full	measures	
are	when	you	practice	and	rehearse.”	The	
band	promises	 to	be	 full	of	energy	when	
they	start	playing	at	7:30	pm.	Tickets	are	
$12	 at	 the	 door,	 parking	 is	 free	 and	 re-
freshments	will	be	served.	For	more	infor-
mation,	call	648-1143.	
	
	

Wright Library-
No books but 
“Merton of the 
Movies”
	 The	 Ventura	 College	 Theatre	 Arts	
Department	 presents	 “Merton	 of	 the	
Movies”	by	George	S.	Kaufman	and	Marc	
Connelly,	 presented	 at	 the	 Wright	 Li-
brary,	 located	 on	 Day	 Rd.	 on	 Novem-
ber	13,	8	p.m.	Thursday,	November	18,	
8	 p.m.	 (free);	 Friday,	 November	 19,	 8	
p.m.	 Saturday,	 November	 20,	 8	 p.m.	
and	Sunday,	November	21,	3	p.m.
	 Tickets	 are	 	 	 $9.00	 general	 admis-
sion;	 $7.00	 students/staff/seniors	 –	
available	at	the	door
	 Merton	Gill	wants	to	be	a	movie	ac-
tor	 like	Holden	Studio’s	 leading	man,	
Harold	 Parmalee,	 or	 their	 leading	
actress,	 exotic	 Sasha	 Petrovna	 --	 the	
Russian	 seductress	 who	 breaks	 men’s	
hearts.	 	 These	 are	 real	 artists,	 or	 so	
Merton	 thinks,	 who	 have	 influenced	
Merton’s high	 standards	 for	 film	 act-
ing.		Merton	lives	in	Simsbury,	Illinois,	
and	is	a	store	clerk	at	Gashwiler’s	Gen-
eral	Store.		
	 One	 night	 Mr.	 Gashwiler	 has	 had	
enough	 of	 Merton’s	 acting	 out	 his	
movie	 fantasies	 with	 his	 store	 dum-
mies	 and	 gives	 him	 an	 ultimatum	
--	 no	 more	 movie	 actor-playing.	 	 He	
must	 stop	 going	 to	 the	 movies,	 or	 he	
will	 have	 to	 get	 another	 job.	 	 Merton	
decides	 to	 go	 with	 the	 movies.	 He	
quits	and	leaves	for	Hollywood,	which	
proves	 tougher	 than	 he	 anticipated.		
But,	 a	 spunky	 young	 stunt-girl	 takes	
pity	 on	 him	 and	 decides	 to	 help	 him	
out,	 and	 she	 helps	 him	 right	 into	 the	
kind	 of	 films	 he	 loathes	 --	 slapstick	
comedies.	Complications	ensue.
	

Ventura County 
Fairgrounds 
events
11/17 SWAP MEET Lot	A	Sue	Adams
SNA	Designs	(818)	590-5435		Wed.	7a-2p
11/20 USAC MIDGETS, USAC FORD 
FOCUS	 Pacific	 Arena	 Jim	 Naylor	
MIDGETS	&	USAC	JR	FOCUS	MIDGETS	
(805)	985-5433		J.W.	Mitchell	Fall	Classic	
for	USAC	Midgets		Sat.	5p;	Gates	3p;	$18	
Adult;	 $15	 Senior/Military/Student;	 12	
&	under	free
11/20 DANCE	San	Miguel	Hall		Valdivia	
Marketing	 Group	 (805)	 487-6933	 	 Sat.	
7p-1a;	Admission:	$35-$40	presale
11/24 SWAP MEET	Lot	A	Sue	Adams
SNA	Designs	(818)	590-5435		Wed.	7a-2p
12/1 SWAP MEET	Lot	A	Sue	Adams
SNA	Designs	(818)	590-5435		Wed.	7a-2p

Ventura events
Audubon field trips
Sunday, Nov. 21, 8 a.m.  Wheeler 
Canyon.	 	 Leader:	 	 Gary	 Tuttle	 (525-
2327).		This		canyon	provides	good	bird-
ing	opportunities.	 	We	will	be	looking	
for	 raptors,	 ground	 doves,	 Western	
Bluebirds	 and	 maybe	 a	 Lewis’	 Wood-
pecker.		

Saturday, Nov. 27, 8:30-10:30 a.m., 
Beginners’ Bird Walk, Camino Real 
Park.	 	 Leader:	 	 Allen	 Bertke	 (640-
9037).	 	 Many	 good	 birds	 in	 this	 park	
with	its	barranca	and	eucalyptus	trees.	
Should	see	Red-shouldered	Hawks	and	
maybe	the	start	of	the	season	for	White-
crowned	 &	 Golden-crowned	 Sparrows.	
Meet	by	the	tennis	courts.			
November 19:	Community	Concert	&	
Cultural	Art	Show	at	The	WAV	Theatre	
Gallery	 175	 So.	 Ventura	 Ave	 in	 down-
town	Ventura:	Two	shows	7pm	&	9pm.	
Saint	 Pierre	 Production	 music	 variety	
and	 visual	 art	 show,	 Dinner	 and	 Bar	
6pm.	 “Easy	 listening	 rock”	 and	 “clas-
sical	 flamenco”	 featuring	 the	 El	 Nino	
Miguelito	Show,	with	dance	artist	Lady	
Monica	 Ramos	 plus	 Saint	 Pierre	 &	 10	
other	 artists.	 Donation:	 $10	 in	 ad-
vance,	 	 $12.50	 at	 door,	 or	 both	 shows	
$15,	advance	$20	at	door	(free	parking	
at	corner	of	Ventura	Ave	& Thompson	
Blvd).	Tickets:	(800)	350-7787	WAVart.
org.
November 20:	 Cameron	 Powers	 and	
Krisrtina	 Sophia,	 Musical	 Ambassa-
dors	 of	 Peace,	 nominated	 for	 the	 2010	
Presidential	 Citizens’	 Award,	 return	 in	
concert	 to	 the	 Unitarian	 Universalist	
Church	 in	 Ventura	 on	 Saturday	 at	 6	
p.m.
	 Widely	 traveled	 “street	 musicians,”	
Cameron	 and	 Kristina	 have	 appeared	
before	audiences	all	over	the	world,	per-
forming	 traditional	 music	 of	 the	 area	
and	 building	 bridges	 of	 trust	 and	 un-
derstanding.	 This	 evening	 promises	 to	
be	 another	 entertaining	 and	 uplifting	
cultural	adventure.	
	 A	wine	bar	and	snacks	will	be	avail-
able,	and	a	donation	of	$10	is	suggested
The	 Unitarian	 Universalist	 Church	 is	
located	at	5654	Ralston	St.	in	Ventura	.
November	20:	The	Ventura	County	Ge-
nealogical	 Society,	 Inc.	 (VCGS)	 will	 be	
holding	 its	 regular	 monthly	 meeting	
Saturday,	at	1	PM	(Sharp).		The	meeting	
will	 be	 held	 at	 the	 Ventura	 LDS	 Fam-
ily	 History	 Center,	 3501	 Loma	 Vista	
Rd.	 (at	 Mills	 Rd.).	 	 Before	 the	 meeting	
begins	 and	 during	 the	 breaks,	 geneal-
ogy	books	and	supplies	are	available	for	
purchase.	 	 Guests	 are	 always	 welcome	
to	 attend	 the	 free	 meetings.	 	For	 more	
information	call	Gwenda	at	485-7930.
	 Certain	tips	and	tricks	can	help	your	
research	 as	 you	 visit	 public,	 university	
and	private	libraries.	This	presentation	
will	discuss	how	to	search	card	catalogs	
and	special	collections.	Preparing	to	re-
search	 at	 a	 library	 so	 that	 you	 get	 the	
most	out	of	your	time	there	will	also	be	
discussed.
November 21:	The	Channel	Cities	Jazz	
Club	 will	 feature	 Patti	 Kelly	 and	 The	
Men	of	Note	at	3pm
at	 the	 Oxnard	 Elks	 Lodge,	 801	 South	
A	Street,	Oxnard.	Everyone	 is	welcome	
to	 join	 in	 to	 dance	 and	 listen	 to	 jazz	
music.	Food	and	drink	are	available	for	
purchase.
	 Jazz	singer	Patti	Kelly	and	her	Men	
of	 Note	 are	 well	 known	 top	 musicians	
throughout	 Southern	 California.	 They	
perform	 from	 3-4pm,	 preceded	 by	 jam	
sessions	of	qualified	amateur	and	pro-
fessional	 musicians	 starting	 at	 1pm,	
and	 followed	 by	 jams	 until	 5pm.	 Non-
member	admission	for	the	afternoon	is	
$10.00,	or	$7.00	for	members.	

Ojai events
	 On	 Sunday,	 November	 21	 at	 4:30	
pm	the	Ojai	Film	Society	will	screen	the	
French	 film,	 Mademoiselle	 Chambon,	
a	 drama	 about	 a	 settled	 family	 man	
who	 becomes	 transfixed	 by	 his	 child’s

older,	 and	 $12	 for	 children	 12	 and	
younger.	 Tickets	 can	 be	 purchased	 at	
the	 Oxnard	 Performing	 Arts	 Center	
Theater	Box	Office	at	486-2424	or	on-
line	 at	 www.venturacountyballet.com	
or	www.oxnardpacc.com.
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Ventura Automotive 
Complete Repair and Service

Gold Shield & Test Only Station

Open Seven days 8am to 7pm and Sundays too!
500 N. Ventura Avenue, Ventura

648.5262/218.9846
vtaautorepair.com

$39.95
Smog Check, Certifi cate Extra

(Most Vehicles)
In & Out Quickly!

Change ownership, test only, out of state, 
gross polluters, bi-annual inspections.

Must present Coupon Expires 12/31/10

Open Seven days 8am to 7pm and Sundays too!

Alternator and starter

Battery, wiring, lights 
and radio

Body and hardware

Body electrical

Brakes and wheels

Cooling

Cruise control

Drive shaft and axles

Engine

Flywheel, clutch 
and gearshift

Front suspension

Fuel and exhaust

Heat and air 
conditioning

Rear suspension

Steering gear, 
linkage and pumps

Transmission

Tune-up and 
emissions

Window motors and 
regulators only

Specializing in:

Import and Domestic.
We certify diesel trucks.

Emergency Service 
24/7

657.8341   866.304.2957
Sponsored by Bail Bond Services of Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties 877.774.BAIL

The future is now.
What’s	happening	in	your	

community?
Find	out,	any	time,	any	day!	

Come	visit	us!
www.venturabreeze.com

Three legends of the skateboarding world in the 70’s were together again- Jack 
Waterman, Tom Fain and Lonnie Toft were present at the opening of the Ojai 
Skatepark.  Lonnie is the original inventor of the snowboard and the recent ocean 
paddleboard. Tom won the world skate championship in 1978 and Mark won it 
in 1979. 

schoolteacher.	 “Made	with	 the	kind	of	
sensitivity	and	nuance	that’s	become	an	
almost	 lost	 art.”	 --Kenneth	 Turan,	 Los	
Angeles	Times	
	 On	 Sunday,	 November	 28	 at	 4:30	
pm	 the	 Ojai	 Film	 Society	 will	 screen	
the	film,	Get	Low,	starring	Robert	Du-
vall	 as	 Felix,	 a	 recluse	 who	 decides	 to	
throw	himself	a	funeral	party	before	his	
death.	Duvall	keeps	getting	better	with	
age	and	could	easily	garner	his	seventh	
Oscar	nomination	with	this	role.
	 The	public	is	welcome.	General	Ad-
mission	 $10,	 Seniors	 &	 Students	 $7	
and	2010	Subscribers	FREE.	Ojai	Play-
house,	145	E	Ojai	Ave.	View	the	screen-
ing	 schedule	 at	 www.ojaifilmsociety.
org	
	 Senga	 Classic	 Stage	 Company	
bravely	 presents:	 “The	 Farndale	 Av-
enue	 Housing	 Estate	 Townswomen’s	
Guild	 Dramatic	 Society’s	 Produc-
tion	 Of	 A	 Christmas	 Carol”	 by	 Da-
vid	 McGillivray	 &	 Walter	 Zerlin	 Jr.		
Directed	 by	 Senga’s	 Artis-
tic	 Director,	 Francisca	 Beach	
Two	 specially-composed	 songs	 provid-
ed	 unique,	 show-stopping	 opportuni-
ties	 for	 the	 ladies	 to	 wrap	 their	 vocal	
cords	and		feet	around.
December	 3rd	 -	 19th	 Fridays	 and	 Sat-
urdays	 at	 8pm	 and	 Sundays	 at	 2pm.	
Tickets	 are	 $15	 ($12	 for	 seniors	 and	
students).	
	 (A	 special	 performance	 on	 Thurs-
day	 16th	 Dec.	 at	 8.	 All	 tickets	 $12)	
Group	 rates	 available.	 Ojai	 Valley	
Grange,	 381	 Cruzero	 St.	 Free	 parking.	
To	reserve	please	call	646-4885
	 Fresh	 Roasted	 Concerts	 will	 pres-
ent	 Moscow	 Nights	 on	 Saturday,	 Dec.	
4	 @	 7:30	 at	 Matilija	 Auditorium,	 703	
El	Paseo,	Rd,	Ojai.	 	Moscow	Nights	of-
fers	a	program	of	classical	Russian	and	
folk	music	performed	in	lively	engaging	
style	with	plenty	of	humor	and	virtuoso	
musicianship.	One	of	the	highlights	of	
the	 program	 will	 be	 a	 musical	 version	
of	 the	 Nutcracker	 played	 on	 Russian	
folk	 instruments.	 	 Tickets	 are	 $20	 for	
adults,	$18	for	seniors	as	well	as		a	spe-
cial	group	rate(4	or	more	tickets	are	just	
$14	each).	Tickets	are	available	at	Ojai	
Coffee	Roasting	Company,	by	phone	at	
646-8907	and	online	at	www.ptgo.org.
	 Moscow	 Nights	 is	 an	 exciting,	 ver-
satile	 trio	 of	 world	 recognized,	 prize	
winning	 musicians	 from	 Russia	 .	 In	 a	
little	 over	 two	 years,	 they	 have	 already	
established	 themselves	 as	 one	 of	 the	
fastest	rising	folk	groups	in	the	U.S.	
	 While	times	may	be	hard,	hard	work	
has	paid	off	for	Ojai	Trees.	 	The	grass-
roots	group	of	Ojai	residents	wanted	to	
do	something	positive	for	the	commu-
nity	 and	 the	 environment.	 Two	 years	

“Rivers and 
Tides” at The 
WAV
	 The	 film	 “Rivers	 and	 Tides:	 Andy	
Goldsworthy,	 Working	 with	 Time”,	 by	
filmmaker	 Thomas	 Reidelsheimer,	 will	
be	presented	at	The	WAV,	175	S.	Ventura	
Ave.,	on	Dec.	1	at	7	pm.	This	special	film	
is	 presented	 by	 Ventura	 Film	 Society’s	
WAV	Screening	Series	which	is	sponsored	
by	 Barbara	 Meister-Barber	 Automotive	
Group.
	 Reidelsheimer	has	created	a	brilliant	
portrait	of	 the	 life	and	work	of	Scottish	
environmental	 artist	 Andy	 Goldswor-
thy,	who	creates	intricate	and	ephemeral	

sculptures	 from	 natural	 materials	 such	
as	rocks,	leaves,	flowers,	and	icicles.	This	
deeply	 moving	 film,	 shot	 in	 four	 coun-
tries	 (Germany,	 Finland,	 United	 King-
dom	 and	 Canada)	 and	 across	 four	 sea-
sons,	helps	to	define	the	elusive	nature	of	
the	beauty	that	is	always	there	in	nature	
but	which	we	are	often	blind	to.
	 The	film	 is	being	sponsored	by	Ven-
tura	 Hillsides	 Conservancy	 (www.ven-
turahillsides.org).	It	is	91	minutes	long.
	 Call	 the	 information	 line	at	Ventura	
Film	 Society	 	 628-2299	 (www.ventura-
filmsociety.com).	 Full	 VFS	 information	
and	advance	tickets	are	available	at	www.
venturafilmsociety.com.	 Tickets	 are	 also	
available	on	screening	nights	at	the	WAV	
Theater	Gallery.	$10	donation	for	adults,	
$7	 for	 seniors,	 students,	 WAV	 residents,	
and	Ventura	Hillsides	Conservancy	mem-
bers.

ago,	led	by	Tom	Bostrom,	they	founded	
Ojai	Trees.	Since	then	they	have	plant-
ed	 over	 357	 new	 trees	 and	 logged	 over	
1500	 volunteer	 hours	 through	 their	
Neighborhood	Tree	program.		
“This	 year	 we’re	 branching	 out	 into	
street	 trees.”	 said	 Bostrom,	 President	
of	 the	 Ojai	 Trees	 Board	 of	 Directors.	
“We’ve	 been	 awarded	 two	 grants	 to	
plant	25	new

	 Reidelsheimer	has	
created	a	brilliant	por-

trait	of	the	life	and	
work	of	Scottish	envi-
ronmental	artist	Andy	

Goldsworthy
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Art Scene

The Beverly 
Decker 
calligraphy at 
E.P. Foster
	 The	E.P.Foster	Library	 in	downtown	
Ventura	 is	 pleased	 to	 present	 a	 new	 ex-
hibition	 of	 paintings	 by	 nationally	 re-
nowned	artist	Beverly	Decker.	 	This	col-
lection	 of	 recent	 works	 was	 inspired	 by	
over	40	years	of	study	of	Eastern-Western	

by Tim Pompey

For	Russian	ballet	artist	and	choreog-
rapher	Marina	Fliagina,	dance	comes	nat-
ural.	“When	I	was	young,”	she	says,	“I	al-
ways	danced.	When	I	was	five,	I	went	to	the	
theater	 and	 started	 to	 dance	 like	 a	 swan	
and	some	usher	told	me	to	sit	down.”	
	 It	didn’t	stop	her.	Fliagina	went	on	
to	graduate	from	the	prestigious	Perm	
State	 Academy	 of	 Ballet	 in	 1986.	 She	
danced	professionally	for	eleven	years	in	
Russia	before	moving	to	the	U.S.	For	the	
last	five	years	she	has	served	as	Associate	
Artistic	Director	of	the	Ventura	County	
Ballet	Company.	She	also	teaches	at	the	
Ballet	Academy	of	Ventura.
	 While	 Fliagina	 may	 be	 classically	
trained,	she	views	ballet	from	a	contem-
porary	 perspective.	 For	 instance,	 the	
production	this	year	by	the	State	Street	
Ballet	(where	she	serves	as	Ballet	Master)	
and	the	Santa	Barbara	Choral	Society	of	
the	Beatles	inspired	“Love	Love	Love.”
	 In	 her	 current	 work	 with	 VCBC’s	
“The	 Nutcracker,”	 she	 talks	 about	 the	

Michele DePuy Leavitt (1956-2010). Photo by 
Christine Beirne

Michele DePuy 
Leavitt- passing 
of a pillar

It	 is	 with	 great	 sadness	 that	 we	 an-
nounce	the	passing	of	a	pillar	of	the	arts	
community.	Michele	DePuy	Leavitt.	She	
passed	 away	 peacefully	 in	 her	 sleep	

Marina Fliagina played the wicked stepmother in the 2009 production by the Ventura County 
Ballet Company of “Cinderella.” Her husband, Sergei Domrachev (right) was featured as one of 
the stepmother’s daughters.

WĀV Artist Interviews:  
Marina Fliagina

joy	of	ballet.	“I	feel	like	it’s	very	impor-
tant	to	have	the	right	spirit	for	the	hol-
idays,”	 she	 says.	 “I	 feel	 like	 we	 should	
bring	 the	 community	 together.”	 She	
works	 hard	 to	 maintain	 her	 creativity:	
“Every	 time	 I	 do	 the	 Nutcracker,	 it’s	 a	
little	different.	It	has	to	be	fun	and	de-
lightful.”
	 In	 her	 work	 as	 a	 choreographer,	
she	loves	to	teach	children	about	ballet	
and	believes,	when	children	experience	
dance,	they	learn	the	importance	of	art.	
“My	ballets	are	always	educational,”	she	
says,	“and	children	get	it.”
	 Fliagina	is	excited	about	the	future	
of	ballet	 in	Ventura	County.	“My	hope	
is	 that	 VCBC	 can	 produce	 live	 music,	
live	 theater,	 and	 live	 dance,	 to	 bring	
world	 class	 entertainment	 to	 the	 com-
munity.”
	 For	 more	 information	 about	
VCBC’s	 upcoming	 production	 of	 “The	
Nutcracker,”	go	to	http://www.ventura-
countyballet.com.

on	 Saturday,	 October	 30.	 Her	 sudden	
death	 has	 shocked	 and	 saddened	 the	
arts	community.	Michele,	a	graduate	of	
UCLA	 with	 a	 Bachelor	 of	 Fine	 Art	 De-
grees	in	art	history	and	studio	art,	came	
to	 our	 community	 through	 the	 Studio	
Channel	Islands	Art	Center	in	the	fall	of	
2004	as	a	part-time	gallery	coordinator	
and	soon	became	the	Executive	Director.	
	 Michele’s	 career	 encompassed	 all	
facets	of	the	art	world	from	teaching	art-
ists’	technical	workshops	to	course	writ-
ing	 for	 the	 Art	 History	 department	 of	
UCLA	 Extension	 for	 over	 15	 years.	 Her	
work	 with	 some	 of	 the	 most	 renowned	
galleries	 in	 the	 Los	 Angeles	 contempo-
rary	art	scene	gave	Michele	a	rich	foun-
dation	 and	 unique	 perspective	 that	 she	
generously	 shared	 with	 all	 who	 sought	
her	 advice.	 These	 galleries	 included	 the	
Janus	 Gallery,	 the	 James	 Corcoran	 Gal-
lery	 and	 the	 Frank	 Lloyd	 Gallery	 to	
name	just	a	few.
	 Michele	 impressed	 everyone	 who	
met	 her	 with	 her	 gracious	 demeanor	
and	optimistic	personality.	She	encour-
aged	 many	 local	 artists	 to	 strive	 for	
higher	achievement,	to	broaden	their	

Continued on page 13

philosophy	and	spiritual	practice.		
	 “With	 the	 thought	 of	 peace,	 love,	
joy,	and	compassion	let	me	contemplate	
the	world.	 	May	this	peace,	 love,	 joy	and	
compassion	extend	 to	 it’s	 four	horizons	
and	 increase	beyond	measure	 let	me	en-
compass	the	whole	cosmos	up	to	it’s	very	
confines”	
	 Blending	 calligraphy	 and	 philoso-
phy,	this	beautiful	show	is	open	Monday-
Thursday	 from	 10-8,	 Friday-Saturday	
from	 10-5.	 	 Paintings	 are	 available	 for	
purchase.		The	Friends	of	the	Library	re-
ceive	25%	of	all	sales.		
	

The gift of art is forever-flowers by  Emily Thir-
oux
The Heart of the Artist

Buy Art for the 
Holidays
by Emily Thiroux

	 ‘Tis	 the	 time	of	 the	 season	when	we	
are	rushing	for	holiday	gifts.
	 Consider	 the	 gift	 of	 art.	 In	 the	 age	
of	 gift	 cards,	 the	 concept	 of	 a	 personal,	
unique	 gift	 is	 appealing	 for	 giving	 and	
receiving.	A	work	of	art	that	hangs	on	a	
wall,	sits	on	a	desk	or	coffee	table,	or	sits	
in	a	garden	serves	as	a	constant	reminder	of	
the	loving	thoughts	of	the	giver.	So	when	
trying	to	come	up	with	those	 last	minute	
gifts,	think	art.	Any	kind	of	art.
	 You	don’t	have	to	spend	lots	of	mon-
ey.	You	can	write	a	note	on	a	pretty	piece	
of	paper	and	frame	it	for	someone	to	keep	
on	the	desk	as	a	constant	reminder	of	your	
thoughts.	 Or	 you	 can	 make	 a	 collage	 of	
some	of	your	special	photographs.	Or	cre-
ate	a	little	video.
	 Ventura	is	so	fortunate	to	have	so	many	

easy	resources	to	find	gifts	of	art.		One	place	
to	look	is	at	Ventura	Harbor	Village.	 	The
Ventura	 County	 Potters’	 Guild	 and	 The	
Buenaventura	 Art	 Association	 both	 have	
stores	 featuring	work	of	 local	artists	vary-
ing	from	sculptures	to	bowls	to	note	cards,	
to	photographs.		You’ll	find	an	amazing	va-
riety	of	ideas	here	with	varying	prices.		Art	
gifts	do	not	have	to	be	expensive.		
	 Another	place	you	can	go	is	at	the	foot	
of	California	by	the	beach.		There	you	will	
find	 the	 Gallery	 at	 the	 Crown	 featuring	
paintings	and	photographs	from	local	art-
ists	 many	 featuring	 scenes	 from	 our	 area,	
from	paintings	of	the	ocean,	beach,	and	is-
lands,	to	agricultural	scenes.		Also	drop	by	
the	San	Buenaventura	Artists’	Union	Gal-
lery	which	whose	current	show	is	the	show	
Post	 Rock.	 	 Post	 Rock	 features	 centuries
old	 Kansas	 limestone	 fence	 posts.	 Fossils,	
barbed	 wire,	 rusted	 hardware,	 quarrying	
scars	and	mineralized	patinas	bespeak	their	
journey	through	time.
Also,	try	Ventura	Avenue.		There	are	many	
artists’	studios	in	that	area.		Try	visiting	Gal-
lery	1317	at	1317	Ventura	Avenue	which	is	
open	 on	 Saturdays	 through	 the	 holidays.		
They	 feature	 ceramic	 works,	 vivid	 frogs,	
and	bronze	sculptures.		Another	wonderful	
place	to	shop	is	Ventura	Hot	Glass	at	777	
N.	Olive.	 	They	 feature	 lovely	glass	bowls,	
vases	and	more.		Their	large	pieces	are	quite	
spectacular.
	 I	love	the	gifts	of	art	I	have	in	my	home.	
When	someone	comes	to	visit,	I	can	point	
out	 a	 lovely	 bowl	 that	 a	 friend	 brought	
me	from	Romania,	or	point	out	paintings	
done	by	artists	I	know.		I	love	being	able	to	
say	that	piece	of	art	was	created	by	an	artist	
right	here	in	Ventura!	Sharing	that	back	
story	on	piece	of	art	 is	a	great	conversa-
tion	starter.

Continued on page 13
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Professor	Scamp
Ph.D

Professor Scamp, Ph.D  (Pretty Happy Dog)

Police Reports

Bail Bonds
8% FOR MILITARY AND UNION CARDHOLDERS 

CITY, GOVERNMENT & SCHOOL EMPLOYEES
1-877-774-2245 (bAIL)   •  To l l  Free /  Grat i s
Ignacio Garcia    bail  l ic# 1842481

SponSored by Ventura automotiVe 805.648.5262

	 	

Scamp Club

Dog to Adopt

The Canine Adoption & Rescue League, Sam’s Place
3203 East Main St., Ventura, 644-PETS (7387) 

www.carlvc.org

Hi:
	 We	 are	 pure-
bred	 Pomera-
nians.	 Cinderella,	
right,	 almost	 5	
years	 old,	 and	
Pippen,	 almost	
3	 years	 old.	 We	
love	to	wrestle	 in	
the	 morning	 for	
awhile	 and	 then	
nap.	
	 After	 patrol-
ling	 the	 back-
yard	 awhile	 we	
take	 another	
nap.	 We	 nap	
again	while	we’re	out	on	
our	errands	and	then	when	we	return	we	like	to	have	some	lap	time.	
	 What	a	life!!	Never	a	dull	moment.

Dog to Adopt
Hi:
		 I’m	 Olga	 a	 beautiful	 Chow	
Chow	mix.	I	am	a	lady	about	3	years	
old	 and	 I	 was	 found	 as	 a	 stray	 and	
taken	 to	 Animal	 Regulation	 where	
no	one	claimed	or	adopted	me.	I’m	
grateful	 to	 C.A.R.L.	 for	 rescuing	
me.	 I’m	 good	 with	 some	 dogs,	 so	
if	you	have	a	canine	companion	al-
ready,	 bring	 him/her	 along	 so	 we	
can	meet.	I	walk	pretty	good	on	a	
leash.	 I	 know	 I’ll	 get	 better	 with	
all	the	long	walks	we	can	take	to-
gether.	I	hope	it’s	not	long	before	
I	get	my	forever	home.

Join 
Scamp Club

Animals	 of	 all	 sorts	 can	 join	 the	
ScampClub.	 Email	 me	 your	 picture	
and	 a	 little	 about	 yourself,	 including	
your	 address,	 to	 Scampclub@ven-
turabreeze.com.	 You	 will	 be	 in	 the	
Breeze	and	receive	a	Scampclub	Card.

I have a guest columnist 
this issue because this is 
such a nice story. And, like 
me, Fwonsa has a PhD.
Us dogs sure are wonder-
ful – hope that you have 
one.
 Scamp

We’ve traded 
our traveling 
shoes, for 
morning kisses 
by Esther Cole

	 She	 shivered	 when	 I	 held	 her	 in	 my	
arms	 at	 the	 shelter.	 She	 huddled	 in	 the	
carrier	all	the	way	home.	She	moved	ten-
tatively	on	the	walk	in	front	of	the	house.	
Then	we	walked	into	the	kitchen.
	 The	 small,	 short-haired,	 honey-
blonde	 creature	 morphed.	 She	 looked	
about,	 walked	 the	 perimeter	 of	 the	
rooms,	 looked	 at	 us,	 and	 completed	
her	 tour.	 We	 could	 see	 the	 thought	
processes.
	 “Hey!	 This	 isn’t	 bad.”	 She	 gave	
us	 another	 once-over, and	 our	 mind-
melds	 continued:	 “These	 old	 guys	 are	
OK.	I	think	I’ll	hang	about.”
	 That	 was	 18	 months	 ago,	 and	
Fwonsa	 rules.	 She	 rocks.	 She’s	 taken	
us	over	like	a	symbiote.
	 This	 is	 the	 first	 time	 we’ve	 lived	
with	 a	 pet	 24	 hours	 per	 day.	 Fwonsa–
she’s	 named	 after	 the	 heroine	 of	 my	
husband	Les’s	first	novel–knows	every-
thing	we	do	and	when	we	are	supposed	
to	do	it.	She	herds	us	into	the	kitchen	
at	mealtime.	She	does	the	same	in	the	
afternoon	at	nap	time.	She’s	taken	on	
the	 responsibility	 of	 getting	 us	 up	 in	
the	morning.
	 She	needs	a	bathroom	break	about	
5:30	 am.	 Les	 lets	 her	 out	 and	 brings	
her	in.	She	comes	to	my	side	of	the	bed	
and	I	drop	my	hand.	She	kisses	my	fin-
gers,	then	trots	back	to	her	own	bed.	
	 Sevenish,	 she’s	 on	 Les’s	 side	 of	
the	 bed,	 sticking	 her	 nose	 under	 the	

sheets,	 making	 sure	 he’s	 up	 and	 mov-
ing	before	heading	for	my	side.	She	sits	
up,	waiting	for	me	to	stick	my	head	up	
to	admire	her.	She	bounces	against	the	
side,	 pulling	 the	 sheet	 off	 me,	 until	
she’s	assured	I’m	getting	up.
	 Fwonsa,	the	heroine	of	Les’s	book,	
is	a	Libyan	princess:	haughty,	spoiled,	
beautiful	 and	 smart.	 Fwonsa,	 our	
housemate,	 is	 all	 those	 things	 and	
more.
	 She’s	a	mixed	breed:	mostly	Doxie	
with	 gazelle	 and	 vacuum	 cleaner.	 She	
doesn’t	run	around	the	back	yard,	she	
leaps,	she	bounds.
	 Sometime,	 before	 moving	 in	
with	 us,	 she	 did	 graduate	 work	 in	
“cute,”	 and	 got	 a	 PhD	 in	 “adorable.”	
She	 speaks	 several	 languages.	 Maybe	
speaks	 is	 the	 wrong	 word;	 she	 under-
stands	 in	 several	 languages.	 And	 eats	
in	all	of	them.
	 What	she	does	best	is	make	us	gig-
gle,	laugh,	howl.	She’s	a	natural	clown	
and	mimic.
	 She’s	 learned	 to	 sit	 up.	 For	 every-
thing.	 Thus,	 she	 has	 not	 had	 to	 learn	
any	other	trick.		She	tries	it	in	the	back	
yard	where	she	sits	up	under	the	apple	
tree	inviting	the	birds	to	fly	down	and	
play	with	her.
	 She’s	 done	 a	 great	 job	 of	 training	
us.	 To	 the	 point	 where	 we’re	 satisfied	
not	 to	 go	 traveling.	 We	 loved	 doing	
that.	 Now	 we	 love	 staying	 home	 and	
watching	Fwonsa.	
	 I	think	it’s	a	satisfactory	deal.	
	 We’ve	 traded	 our	 traveling	 shoes,	
for	those	morning	kisses.	

by Veronica Johnson

Ventura City Fire Department 
launches Facebook page
	 On	October	26,	the	Ventura	City	Fire	
Department	launched	their	official	Face-
book	 page.	 	 Venturans,	 the	 local	 media,	
and	 all	 other	 internet	 users	 will	 now	 be	
able	to	track	the	latest	news	and	informa-
tion	about	the	Ventura	City	Fire	Depart-
ment	and	ongoing	incidents.	
	 ”It	is	extremely	important	for	the	fire	
department	 to	 communicate	 with	 our	
public.	 	Whether	we	are	 reminding	peo-
ple	 to	 check	 their	 smoke	 alarms	 once	 a	
month	or	updating	the	community	dur-
ing	major	emergency	 incidents,	we	need	
to	 get	 information	 to	 citizens	 and	 visi-
tors.”	says	Ventura	City	Fire	Chief	Kevin	
Rennie
	 The	 Ventura	 City	 Fire	 Department’s	
Facebook	 page	 is	 located	 at	 www.face-
book.com/venturacityfire/
DUI checkpoint
	 The	 VPD	 conducted	 a	 DUI	 Check-
point	 on	 November	 6	 on	 Harbor	 Blvd.	
south	of	Schooner	Drive.	 	As	a	result	of	
the	 checkpoint,	 3	 drivers	 were	 arrested	
for	DUI.		Their	blood	alcohol	levels	were	
.22	%,	 .21%,	and	 .17%.	 	The	legal	 limit	 is	
.08%.		In	addition	to	the	DUI	arrests,	two	
drivers	were	cited	for	driving	without	a	li-

cense	and	two	drivers	were	cited	for	driv-
ing	 on	 a	 suspended	 license.	 	 4	 vehicles	
were	impounded	during	the	checkpoint.		
	 The	 Ventura	 Police	 Department	 has	
been	 awarded	 a	 new	 traffic	 safety	 grant	
for	a	year-long	anti-DUI	program	aimed	
at	 preventing	 deaths	 and	 injuries	 on	
our	 roadways.	 	 Additional	 enforcement	
measures	 in	 place	 to	 combat	 impaired	
driving	are	coming	as	a	result	of	a	recent	
$172,884.00	 grant	 awarded	 by	 the	 Cali-
fornia	Office	of	Traffic	Safety	to	the	Ven-
tura	Police	Department.		
Assault on police officer
	 On	 Saturday,	 October	 30th,	 at	 1:50	
a.m.,	 officers	 responded	 to	 the	 Karma	
Lounge,	on	281	West	Main	Street,	in	ref-
erence	to	a	large	fight	outside	the	bar.	Se-
curity	was	escorting	all	patrons	out	of	the	
bar,	but	a	portion	of	the	crowd	was	try-
ing	to	get	back	inside.	Nathan	Mullett,	21	
years	 old,	 was	 assigned	 to	 the	 gate	 area.	
Cavell	McClure,	23	years	old,	was	trying	
to	push	his	way	back	in.	McClure	threat-
ened	 Mullett	 several	 times	 and	 then	
punched	 him.	 Mullett	 was	 struck	 and	
kicked	 by	 other	 patrons.	 McClure	 had	
made	 statements	 in	 regards	 to	 having	 a	
gun	and	threatening	to	shoot	Mullett.	
	 McClure	tried	to	flee	the	area,	but	of-
ficers	 were	 able	 to	 stop	 the	 car.	 Officers	
were	able	to	place	him	into	handcuffs	af-

ter	his	resistance.	
	 Clinton	Panton,	24	years	old,	took	a	
fighting	 stance	 against	 officers.	 Panton	
flicked	 a	 lit	 cigarette	 at	 one	 of	 the	 of-
ficers,	 striking	 him	 in	 the	 face.	 Panton	
tried	to	flee,	but	the	officers	caught	up	to	
him.	The	taser	was	deployed	and	officers	
placed	him	in	handcuffs.		

Mullett	 was	 transported	 to	 VCMC	 by	
AMR.			McClure	and	Panton	were	treated	
at	VCMC	and	booked	into	VC	Jail.
Tampering with electrical box
	 On	 Saturday,	 October	 30th,	 at	 8:30	
a.m.,	 VPD	 received	 calls	 regarding	 a	
subject	 lighting	 illegal	 fireworks	 near	
the	 beach	 in	 the	 shoreline	 construction	
project.	 Officers	 contacted	 a	 reporting	
party	who	said	she	heard	a	loud	bang;	she	
looked	down	the	beach	and	saw	a	subject	

who	appeared	to	be	on	fire.	Officers	con-
tacted	Russell	Pulley,	32	years	old,	at	the	
intersection	 of	 Peking	 Street	 and	 Main	
Street.	 Pulley’s	 clothes	 were	 burned	 and	
he	 had	 severe	 electrical	 burns	 to	 his	 ex-
tremities.	Fire	personnel	transported	Pul-
ley	to	the	hospital,	where	he	 is	 in	stable	
condition.			 	
	 Pulley	 entered	 the	 closed	 construc-
tion	area	in	search	for	copper	wire,	which	
he	 could	 sell.	 Pulley	 later	 admitted	 to	
tampering	with	the	wires,	by	using	tools.	
Inside	 the	 electrical	 box,	 Pulley	 made	
contact	with	a	live	wire,	an	electrical	cur-
rent	traveling	through	his	right	hand	and	
out	his	thigh.	
Commercial burglary
	 On	Tuesday,	November	2nd,	at	10:18	
p.m.,	the	VPD	was	notified	in	reference

Continued on page 12
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Senior Living

License# 565801008

2011 EVENTS
Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care

JANUARY 26

Health & Wealth Expo.
11:00am – 1:00pm

JUNE 30
Salute to Our Veterans 

11:00am

MARCH 23

Seniors Gone Wired
10:00am – 4:00pm

AUGUST 24

A Taste of Cypress
Classic Car Show 

& 50’s Party
5:30 – 7:30pm

MAY 7
Cinco de Mayo
11:00am – 2:00pm

OCTOBER 15
Country Hoe Down

12:00 – 2:00pm

JOIN CYPRESS PLACE FOR A YEAR FULL OF FUN!

NOVEMBER
Thanksgiving Celebration

Exclusive to Cypress Place Residents
 

DECEMBER
Holiday Dance & Dinner

Exclusive to Cypress Place Residents
 

Senior Cone-nection

Interview with 
Brad Berens – 
the new leader 
for 
CAREGIVERS, 
Volunteers 
Assisting the 
Elderly
by Nanci Cone

NC: Tell our readers about your background?
BB:	I	have	been	involved	in	the	nonprofit	
sector	 since	 my	 early	 twenties	 and	 ad-
ministrating	 charities	 that	 dealt	 with	
drug	rehabilitation,	family	counseling,	

emotionally	disturbed	adolescents,	the	
chronically	 mentally	 ill,	 and	 19	 years	
dealing	with	all	issues	related	to	aging	
as	the	executive	director	of	a	large	non-
profit	in	Santa	Clarita.
NC: What made you decide to make the 
transition to CAREGIVERS?
BB:	 My	 desire	 to	 work	 with	 CARE-
GIVERS	 stemmed	 from	 the	 fact	 that	
our	 mission	 is	 very	 much	 focused	 on	
the	needs	of	the	more	frail	and	home-
bound	 seniors	 where	 we	 endeavor	 to	
keep	 them	 in	 their	 homes	 and	 “age	
in	 place”	 avoiding	 institutionaliza-
tion.	Our	focus	on	the	low-income	se-
niors	and	the	use	of	volunteer	services	
through	our	professional	care	manag-
ers	 is	 a	 mission	 that	 is	 truly	 “pure	 at	
heart”.
NC: What is your impression of CAREGIV-
ERS at this point?
BB:	 Our	 organization	 is	 truly	 a	 god-
send	 to	 our	 Ventura	 County	 commu-
nities	where	our	services	provide	for	a	
continuum	of	care	through	case	man-
agement,	 in-home	 services,	 transpor-
tation,	and	advocacy.	
NC: What are your immediate goals?
BB:	 My	 immediate	 goals	 include	 the	
expansion	 of	 service	 delivery	 through	
increased	 volunteerism,	 securing	 new	
funding	 streams,	 and	 duplicating	 our	
intergenerational	 programs	 where	
both	ends	of	the	aging	spectrum	expe-
rience	 reciprocal	 and	 rewarding	 expe-
riences	 that	 allow	 our	 frail	 elderly	 to	
thrive	 in	 spite	 of	 the	 challenges	 they	
face.
NC: Where do you hope to see the organiza-
tion five years down the line?
BB:	 This	 is	 dependent	 on	 several	 fac-
tors.	 Sheer	 demographics	 will	 dictate	

our	 need	 to	 expand	 three-fold	 at	 a	
minimum	 with	 our	 current	 services.	
My	 vision	 includes	 additional	 afford-
able	 housing	 with	 services	 that	 en-
hance	aging	in	place	dynamics,	a	social	
day	 care,	 paratransit	 services	 for	 our	
clients,	 and	 perhaps	 a	 larger	 facility	
that	 would	 lend	 itself	 to	 providing	 a	
“focal	point	on	aging”.
NC: Let’s talk about funding.
BB:	Funding	is	the	critical	component,	
and	 all	 charitable	 organizations	 are	
struggling.	 To	 balance	 the	 resources	
for	 an	 agency	 like	 ours,	 the	 need	 to	
pursue	federal,	state	and	local	govern-
ment	funding	will	be	paramount.	Our	
agency	 has	 the	 lowest	 overhead	 costs	
I’ve	 seen	 anywhere	 coupled	 with	 pro-
fessional	 and	 quality	 service	 delivery;	
and,	 I	 think	 that	 is	 a	 good	 starting	
point	 in	 procuring	 Older	 American	
Act	 funds,	 and	 Community	 Develop-
ment	 Block	 Grants	 that	 actually	 tar-
get	the	population	we	serve,	especially	
those	of	limited	incomes.
NC: Is there anything you would like to 
add?
BB:	 Eventually,	 almost	 every	 family	
will	 need	 our	 services	 to	 ensure	 their	
loved	ones	have	the	optimal	quality	of	
life	 while	 facing	 the	 vicissitudes	 and	
challenges	of	growing	to	advanced	age.	
The	 costs	 of	 eldercare	 are	 prohibitive	
to	 so	 many.	 We	 are	 here	 and	 we	 hope	
that	 people	 will	 think	 of	 us	 for	 their	
charitable	giving.	Our	supporters	help	
to	 keep	 the	 promise	 that	 “no	 call	 will	
go	unanswered.”
	 For	 more	 information	 or	 to	 make	
a	donation,	please	visit	the	CAREGIV-
ERS	website	at	www.vccaregivers.org.

Pam Kerr, Regional Operations Director, Inte-
gral Senior Living, Jim Duran, Executive Di-
rector, Cypress Place Senior Living and Chris 
Kasulka, Chief Operating Officer, Integral Se-
nior Living.  

Executive 
Director of 
Cypress Place 
receives 
prestigious 
recognition
	 The	 California	 Assisted	 Living	 Asso-
ciation	 (CALA)	 presented	 Jim	 Duran	 of	
Cypress	 Place,	 an	 Integral	 Senior	 Living	
Community	 in	 Ventura,	 the	 organiza-
tion’s	prestigious	Outstanding	Executive	
Director	award	during	their	Fall	Confer-
ence	 that	 recently	 took	 place	 in	 Costa	
Mesa.	
	 CALA	 chooses	 recipients	 of	 these	
awards	based	on	commitment	to	provid-
ing	outstanding,	quality	care	and	service	
to	 residents	 in	 the	 Assisted	 Living	 com-

Police reports
Continued from page 11
	to	an	alarm	activated	at	Cal	Coast	Motor	
Sports,	 located	 at	 5525	 Walker	 Avenue.
VPD	Patrol	Officers	arrived	on	scene	within	
4	minutes	of	the	call	and	the	suspects	were	
observed	 running	 from	 the	 location.	 Offi-
cers	chased	the	suspects	along	the	bike	path	
northeast	of	Golf	N	Stuff	and	the	suspects	
were	last	seen	climbing	a	wall	into	the	Power	
Self	Storage	facility	on	Victoria	Avenue.	
	 With	 assistance	 from	 Oxnard	 PD	 and	
VC	 Sheriff’s	 Department	 Air	 Unit,	 officers	
searched	the	area	for	the	suspects,	but	they	
were	not	located.	Investigating	officers	deter-
mined	that	the	suspects	smashed	a	window	
to	the	business	in	order	to	gain	entry.	Prop-
erty	from	the	business	was	recovered	nearby.	
Explosive device at Buena High School
	 On	Wednesday,	November	3rd,	at	12:55	
p.m.,	the	School	Resource	Officer,	J.	MacLel-
lan,	 was	 notified	 by	 school	 administrators	
that	two	devices	had	exploded	in	the	cafete-
ria	during	 lunchtime.	A	15-year-old	female	
student	sustained	minor	irritation	and	red-
ness	to	her	right	leg	due	to	a	chemical	in	the	
explosive	 device.	 The	 school	 nurse	 treated	
the	victim	on	scene.	An	additional	explosion	
occurred	 in	 the	 southeast	 corner	 planter	
outside	of	the	cafeteria	wall.
	 Further	 investigation	 revealed	 that	
the	 suspect,	 a	 15-year-old	 student,	 had	 re-
searched	 how	 to	 make	 these	 explosive	 de-
vices.	 The	 suspect	 had	 obtained	 the	 neces-
sary	materials	from	home	and	took	them	to	
school,	setting	the	explosives	in	the	cafeteria	
during	lunchtime.	
Vehicle Pursuit
	 On	 Saturday,	 November	 6th,	 at	 8:30	
p.m.,	 the	 VPD	 received	 a	 report	 of	 an	 in-
toxicated	 driver	 in	 the	 area	 of	 1200	 North	
Ventura	Avenue.	Officers	located	the	vehicle	
driven	by	Eric	Headworth,	29	years	old,	trav-
eling	south	on	Ventura	Avenue.
	 Officers	 stopped	 Headworth,	 who	 ini-
tially	 yielded.	 He	 accelerated	 away.	 Head-
worth	ran	several	stops,	driving	through	red	
signals.	Officers	discontinued	the	pursuit.
	 He	 drove	 north	 on	 Oak	 Street	 and	 at-
tempted	a	turn	onto	eastbound	Main	Street.	
He	 lost	 control	 of	 his	 vehicle	 and	 veered	
across	the	westbound	lane	where	he	struck	a	
parked	pickup	truck.	Headworth	exited	his	
vehicle	and	fled.	Officers	chased	Headworth	
before	he	was	taken	into	custody.		
Conspiracy arrest
	 On	 Tuesday,	 November	 9th,	 at	 3:14	
a.m.,	VPD	responded	to	a	call	of	a	burglary	
in	 progress	 at	 a	 residence	 in	 the	 area	 of	
Martha’s	Vineyard	and	Pierpont.	The	hom-
eowner	heard	noises	outside	his	home	and	
his	garage	door	open.	A	suspect	had	entered	
the	 victim’s	 vehicle	 and	 removed	 the	 ga-
rage	door	opener.	The	suspect	activated	the	
opener,	but	fled	the	scene.	
	 A	 patrol	 officer	 saw	 two	 males	 acting	
suspicious	 near	 a	 parked	 car	 a	 block	 away	
from	the	crime.	A	search	of	the	car	revealed	
the	stolen	garage	door	opener	and	a	back-
pack	full	of	 tools	and	gloves.	The	suspects	

munities	where	they	work.
	 Duran	received	his	award	on	October	
25	in	front	of	a	packed	audience	of	over	
250	conference	attendees.	He	has	served	
as	 the	 Executive	 Director	 at	 Cypress	
Place	for	five	years.	Duran	and	his	stellar	
management	team	have	taken	their	com-
munity	to	new	levels,	to	include	hosting	
monthly	 functions	 such	 as	 fundraisers	
for	local	nonprofits.	
	 Duran	 is	 also	 a	 husband,	 father	 of	
six	 children,	 and	 pastor	 at	 River	 Com-
munity	Church.	He	founded	the	Ventura	
Executive	Directors’	Advisory	Council	to	
encourage	cohesiveness	and	unity	among
those	 serving	 seniors.	 He’s	 closely	 in-
volved	with	 the	 local	YMCA	and	Cham-
ber	of	Commerce,	among	others.	
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Victorian Holiday Boutique
At The Dudley House

Celebrate the spirit of holiday’s past at Ventura’s 
historic Dudley House. This unique event, held over 

three weekends, will feature:
• High-quality crafts
• Home decorating items
• Antiques and collectibles
• Home-made candies
• Tearoom with silent auction, refreshments, bargain
items & kids’ crafts table

Place: Historic Dudley House, corner of Loma Vista
 and Ashwood Street in Ventura.

Dates: Nov. 26, 27, 28; Dec. 3, 4, 5; Dec. 10, 11, 12

Time: 10am to 6pm

Flea market on the grounds every Sunday during the
Boutique, 9 - 4pm

Bring in this ad for a free cookie in our Tearoom.
One per customer, please!

dudleyboutique ad.indd   1 10/26/10   10:47 AM

are	 believed	 to	 have	 committed	 further	
crimes.	
	 Cory	 Sullenger,	 24	 years	 old,	 and	 Wil-
liam	Page,	37	years	old,	were	booked	at	VC	
Jail.

Harbor Patrol 
Blotter
A little of what the Harbor Patrol tends 
to
11-2
4:25	 p.m.	 Patrol	 monitored	 a	 distress	 call	
between	a	vessel	disabled	off	Ventura	Point	
and	 the	 Coast	 Guard.	 Patrol	 responded,	
took	the	vessel	into	tow	just	outside	of	the	
surfline	and	released	it	at	the	long	dock.
11-3
3:05	p.m.	Patrol	received	a	report	of	a	vehicle	
in	the	water	at	the	launch	ramp.	Patrol	re-
sponded	and	contacted	a	towing	company.	
State	 Lifeguards	 dove	 to	 connect	 the	 tow	
line	to	the	boat.	The	vehicle	was	removed.
11-4
5:45	 p.m.	 Patrol	 observed	 a	 becalmed	 Ho-
bie	 Cat	 near	 McGrath	 State	 Beach.	 Patrol	
responded.	The	people	on	board	requested	
assistance.	 Patrol	 towed	 the	 vessel	 to	 the	
launch	ramp	and	released	it.
11-7
9:55	 a.m.	 PD	 reports	 a	 possible	 suicidal	
person	at	Marina	Park.	Patrol	staged	at	the	
dock,	then	assisted	P.D.	in	searching	the	area	
by	 boat.	 The	 subject’s	 vehicle	 was	 located	
near	the	Harbor	as	was	his	ID.	PD	located	
him	about	11:00	a.m.	at	the	pier.

	 Ventura	 City	 firefighters	 responded	
to	 a	 reported	 structure	 fire	 with	 addi-
tional	 reports	 of	 a	 transformer	 fire	 at
2323		Knoll	Dr.	Upon	arrival,	units	found	a	
street	transformer	smoking	and	proceeded	
to	check	the	building	interior.		Reports	from	
occupants	within	the		building	were	that	a	
first	 floor	 computer	 server	 room	 may	 be	
involved.	 	 Firefighters	 encountered	 heavy	
smoke	on	the	first		floor	of	the	building	and	
fire	response	was	upgraded	to	a working	in-
cident.		Edison	was	requested	to	respond.	
	 Firefighters	began	to	attack	the	fire	with	
hose	 lines	 and	 were	 able	 to	 gain	 control	
within	15	minutes	after	arrival.	 	Fire	crews	
worked	to	clear	smoke	throughout	the	first	
floor	 and	 basement	 area	 of	 the	 building.		
The	 building	 was	 occupied	 at	 the	 time	 of	
the	fire	by	employees	of	the	Ventura	Health	
Care	Agency.		Most	occupants	self	evacuated	
prior	to	fire	department	arrival.		
	 City	 and	 County	 electrical	 inspectors	
were	on	hand	to	assess	the	damage	and	de-
termine	the	source	of	electrical	malfunction.		
Edison	crews	were	also	on	the	scene	address-
ing	the	transformer	outage	and	related	prob-
lems.		The	cause	of	fire	is	suspected	as	being	
related	to	the	blown	transformer	causing	an	

Fire at the 
Ventura 
Health Care 
Agency

arc	and	short	circuit	in	the	building	which	
ignited	 equipment	 and	 ordinary	 combus-
tibles	 including	 paper,	 boxes,	 and	 plastics.		
Once	the	building	was	secured	and	clear	of	
smoke,	 occupants/employees	 were	 allowed	
to	 enter	 to	 retrieve	 personal	 belongings.		
The	building	was	going	to	remain	closed	for	
normal	operation	at	least	for	the	remainder	
of	 the	 day.	 	 Damage	 was	 estimated	 to	 be	
approximately	 $30,000	 including	 fire	 and	
smoke	 damage	 to	 contents	 and	 structure	
and	no	injuries	were	reported.

“Expressive Trees” by Meredith Brooks Abbott 
on display at Museum

California 
impressionist’s 
exhibition at the 
Museum of Ven-
tura County
	 Atmospheric	 landscapes,	 garden	
paintings	and	portraits	by	California	Im-
pressionist	Meredith	Brooks	Abbott	will	be	
on	solo	exhibition	at	 the	Museum	of	Ven-
tura	County,	from	December	5	to	February	
13,	2011.	
	 Abbott	has	spent	most	of	her	50	years	
as	a	painter	in	the	South	Coast	region;	she	
is	a	founding	member	of	the	Oak	Group	of	
painters	dedicated	to	preserving	open	spac-
es,	and	exhibits	regularly	with	the	California	
Art	Club.	This	museum	exhibit	draws	from	
collections	 in	 Ventura	 and	 Santa	 Barbara,	
and	 showcases	 her	 ability	 to	 capture	 the	
natural	world	around	her	with	quick	brush-
strokes	and	subtly	related	colors.	
	 The	Museum	of	Ventura	County	is	open	
11	a.m.	–	5	p.m.,	Tuesday	through	Sunday.	
Go	 to	 www.venturamuseum.org	 for	 more	
information	or	call	653-0323.

Michele DePuy Leavitt
Continued from page 10
audience	and	share	their	talents	beyond	
our	community.	
	 At	the	same	time,	she	raised	awareness	
of	 SCIART’s	 presence,	 bringing	 regional	
and	 national	 attention	 to	 the	 resident	
artists.	 Under	 her	 directorship,	 SCIART	
mounted	 major	 exhibitions,	 gaining	 tre-
mendous	visibility.
	 Most	 recently,	 Michele	 turned	 her	 at-
tention	to	the	development	of	the	Regional	

Continued on page 15

Buy art
Continued from page 10
	 Artists	work	all	year	to	create	the	gifts	
of	their	art	for	the	world,	so	this	season,	
we	can	give	back	to	the	artists	by	purchasing	
their	works.
	 The	value	of	art	can	be	calculated,	while	
the	gift	of	art	can	be	priceless.
	 Have	wonderful	holidays!
	 I	 hope	 you’ll	 introduce	 me	 to	 artists	
you	want	to	learn	more	about.	Contact	me	
through	Facebook	at	The	Heart	of	the	Art-
ist.	Or	email	me	at	emily@theheartoftheart-
ist.	And	I	hope	that	you’ll	read	my	blog	and	
support	 the	 artists	 I	 feature.	 http://www.
theheartoftheartist.com/category/Blog/

Fleur Lilly is an online girl’s designer clothing, 
shoes and accessories boutique.

We sell girl’s clothing from infant to size 14
Designer fashions imported from all over the world
Fabulous baby and toddler clothing with style 
     and bling!
Beautiful holiday & special occasion dresses & shoes
Gorgeous tutu selection
Funky & fabulous school & winter fashions
Just a couple of reasons why celebrities 
     shop at Fleur Lilly Boutique!

Phone: 805.358.4900   www.fleurlilly.com
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Pari-Mutuel Wagering with 
Instant Payoffs at Track Odds

10 W. Harbor Blvd., Ventura
(805) 653-2533
www.venturacountyfair.org/derby

.Free Admission and Parking
Wednesdays & Thursdays

.Full Service Bars and Restaurant
.Must be 18+ to enter

Bring a Friend to the Derby Club for free. 
Buy one admission & present this ad, your friend gets in FREE!

School

The future is now.
What’s	the	score?	Find	out	NOW	
with	our	up	to	the	minute	sports!

Come	visit	us!

www.venturabreeze.com

Health

Ventura Job & 
Career Center 
Wednesday, December 1 - Resumes 
that Sell,	 8:30	 am	 –	 3:30	 pm	 -	 hands-
on	 workshop	 providing	 assistance	 in	
completing	a	resume,	cover	and	thank-
you	letters.	Walk	away	with	a	portfolio	
that	 shows	 off	 professional	 skills	 and	
experience
Thursday, December 2 - Online Job 
Search Strategies,	8:30	am	–	3:30	pm	
-	 teaches	 useful	 and	 successful	 meth-
ods	of	surfing	the	Internet	for	job	leads,	
and	how	to	properly	respond.	Must	have	
basic	 computer	 skills.	 Bring	 your	 com-
pleted	resume	on	3	½”	floppy	disk.
Wednesday, December 8 - Power 
of VOS (Virtual OneStop),	1	pm	–	4	
pm	–	Learn	about	the	Virtual	OneStop	
website	and	how	you	can	use	the	vari-
ous	 tools	 in	 the	 system	 to	 build	 your	
resume	and	customize	your	job	search	
to	a	 specific	 location	and	occupation.		
Must	have	basic	computer	skills.	
Wednesday, December 15 - Job Re-
tention,	 1	 pm	 –	 4	 pm	 -	 learn	 how	 to	
succeed	 at	 your	 new	 job.	 This	 mini-
career	 shop	 will	 help	 you	 discover	
what	 employers	 are	 really	 looking	 for	
in	 their	 employees	 and	 how	 to	 make	
yourself	more	valuable.
Monday, December 20 - Explore 
Your Future,	8:30	am	–	2:30	pm	-	com-
plete	 a	 self-evaluation	 to	 help	 iden-
tify	 your	 skills	 and	 aspirations.	 Gain	
insight	 into	 the	 hidden	 labor	 market	
and	develop	a	career	strategy	based	on	
high-demand	occupations.	
Tuesday, December 21 - Winning 
Interviews,	9	am	–	4	pm	-	supplies	the	
tools	 to	 make	 a	 lasting	 first	 impres-
sion	when	interviewing.	
	 Career	Shops	are	offered	at	no	cost	
to	 Job	 Seekers.	 Space	 is	 limited.	 Prior	
registration	 required	 by	 calling	 the	
Ventura	 Job	 &	 Career	 Center	 at	 654-
3435	to	enroll.	4651	Telephone	Road.

Openings for 
8-ball 
	 The	 west-county	 social	 group	 of	
8-ball	 pool	 players,	 the	 Mobile	 Cues,	 is	
getting	ready	for	the	spring session	(Jan-
Apr).	Any	retirees	55	through	100	who	enjoy	
8-Ball	 pool	 and	 live	 in	 Camarillo,	 Oxnard,	
Ventura,	Santa	Paula,	Oak	View,	or	Ojai	are	
encouraged	to	join	in	the	fun.	It’s	once	week,	
on	a	day	and	at	a	time	of	your	choosing.	A	
$10	fee	for	a	15-week	session	covers	all	the	
administration	expenses.	All	men	and	ladies	
who	enjoy	playing	8-ball	pool	and	are	 free	
during	daylight	hours	are	strongly	 invited.	
Openings	 for	 the	 spring	 session	 will	 close	
December	 12,	 play	 will	 begin	 on	 Monday,	
January	10.	Get	more	information	and	an-
swers	by	calling	Kenn	Ritza	at	644-6955.

VC Pirate Lady’s 
open their 
season
by the Hammer

	 The	Lady	Pirates	of	Ventura	City	Col-
lege	 open	 their	 season	 on	 the	 road	 this	
year.	The	defending	Western	State	Confer-
ence	Champs	(34-1)	will	be	extremely	busy	
playing	 in	 back-to-back-back	 weekend	
tournaments.	Each	of	these	tourney’s	con-
sist	of	eight	teams	playing	from	Thursday-
Saturday.	
	 On	 Thursday	 November	 19th	 their	
first	 tip-off	 will	 be	 in	 Glendale’s	 “Vaque-
ros’	Shoot	Out”.	Our	VC	team	will	be	fac-
ing	always	tough	Chaffey	CC	at	3pm.
	 Ventura’s	 home	 coming	 will	 be	 next	
weekend,	as	they	host	the	Annual	Ventura	
College/	-	Kiwanis	Tournament.	The	first	
game	 begins	 at	 3pm	 with	 Mt.	 San	 Anto-
nio	vs.	Taft.	VC’s	first	home	game	will	be	
at	6pm	against	Santa	Monica.
	 Last	 season,	 the	 Pirates	 started	 off	
with	a	12-0	record,	before	being	knocked	
off	by	host	Pasadena	CC	81-72.	After	that	
bump,	 VC	 went	 on	 a	 22	 game	 winning	
streak,	capturing	their	first	state	champi-
onship	since	the	2001-2002	season.
	 The	 Lady	 Pirates	 season	 could	 be	 an	
interesting	one.	Of	their	13	player	roster,	
only	 three	are	 returnees	 	They	are	 Jessica	
Kidder	(6’5”),	Ariel	Hall	(5’11”)	and	Dani-
elle	Keller	(5’7”)	who	red	shirted	last	year.
Of	the	ten	(10)	freshmen,	the	Pirate	Lady’s	
added	height.	They	are	Destinee	LaFoun-
tain	 (6’1”),	 Candace	 Sakuda	 and	 Ja’Lisa
Gatin.	Both	Lady’s	are	5’10”
	 As	 a	 reminder,	 the	 	 starting	 time	 for	
the	 men’s	 and	 women’s	 flip-flop	 each	
season.	 This	 year	 the	 women	 will	 be	 at	
5pm,	the	men	at	7pm	(in	single	scheduled	
games).

26th Annual 
Light Up A Life 
	 Livingston	 Memorial	 Visiting	 Nurse	
Association	 has	 begun	 its	 26th	 Annual	
Light	Up	A	Life	campaign.	The	beginning	of	
the	campaign	coincides	with	National	Hos-
pice	and	Palliative	Care	month,	November,	
and	runs	 through	the	holiday	 season.	The	
campaign	goal	is	to	raise	$50,000	to	benefit	
Livingston	Hospice,	the	first	Medicare	Certi-
fied	hospice	in	Ventura	County.
	 Livingston	invites	all	residents	of	Ventu-
ra	County	to	support	this	year’s	campaign.	
Memory	Stars	can	be	ordered	online	for	$25	
each	at	livingstonvna.org	or	by	calling	642-
0239.	Event	sponsorship	is	also	available.
	 Hospice	Care	is	a	home	program,	which	
provides	care	for	the	terminally	ill	and	their	
families.	 The	 hospice	 care	 teams	 are	 avail-
able	 to	 give	 compassionate	 support	 to	 the	
patient	and	family	24-hours	a	day,	7	days	a	
week.

Stop smoking 
for free
	 The	 Ventura	 County	 Public	 Health	
Tobacco	 Education,	 Prevention,	 Policy,	
Cessation	 program	 is	 having	 a	 free	 stop	
smoking	class	and	nicotine	replacement	
therapy	 products	 for	 10	 weeks.	 Also	 get	
reimbursed	 up	 to	 $125.00	 on	 pharma-
ceutical	products.	This	Program	is	free	to	
anyone	 who	 lives	 or	 works	 in	 Ventura	
County	and	is	18	and	over.	
	 In	 Ventura	 at	 3147	 Loma	 Vista	 Rd.,	
Thursday,	 December	 2	 and	 January	 20		
from	12-1pm	or	5:30-6:30pm.
	 For	 further	 information	 	 call	 652-
3377.
	

Elks scholarship 
applications 
have December 
deadline

The	 Ventura	 Elks	 Lodge	 #1430	 is	
working	with	an	early	scholarship	appli-
cation	deadline	for	the	2011	Most	Valu-
able	Student	(MVS)	scholarship	contest.		
The	deadline	is	9pm	on	Wednesday,	De-
cember	1.		
	 The	2011	MVS	Scholarship	Applica-

tions	from	the	Ventura,	Ojai,	Santa	Paula	
and	Fillmore	areas	must	be	received	at	the	
Ventura	 Elks	 Lodge,	 2126	 Knoll	 Drive,	
Ventura,	CA	93003	by	this	deadline.		The	
Elks	 National	 Foundation	 (ENF)	 holds	
the	MVS	contest	open	to	all	high	school	
seniors	who	are	US	Citizens.		
	 The	 2011	 MVS	 Scholarship	 Appli-
cations	 received	 will	 be	 judged	 for	 local	
Lodge	 awards.	 	 The	 judging	 criteria	 in-
clude	 scholarship,	 leadership	 and	 finan-
cial	 need.	 	 Female	 and	 male	 students	
compete	separately	 for	1st,	2nd	and	3rd	
place	 awards.	 	 Last	 year’s	 Ventura	 Elks	
Lodge	 winners	 came	 from	 Buena	 High	
School,	 Fillmore	 High	 School,	 Foothill	
Technology	 High	 School	 (Ventura)	 and	
Nordhoff	High	School	 (Ojai).	Each	year	
the	 local	 winners	 then	 move	 on	 to	 Dis-
trict	competition	for	potential	qualifica-
tion	 to	 subsequent	 State	 and	 National	
award	 levels.	 	 At	 the	 National	 level	 the	
ENF	 will	 award	 $2.296	 million	 in	 four-
year	college	scholarships	to	a	total	of	500	
high	 school	 seniors.	 	 In	 past	 years	 the	
Ventura	 Elks	 Lodge	 has	 proudly	 had	 a	
number	of	our	local	winners	compete	at	
the	National	level;	two	local	winners	last	
year	received	State	awards.			
	 MVS	 applications	 are	 available	 at	
the	 Ventura	 Elks	 Lodge,	 as	 well	 as	 on-
line	 at	 www.elks.org/enf/scholars.	 	 MVS	
information	 and	 applications	 have	 been	
made	available	to	the	high	schools	in	the	
Ventura,	Ojai,	Santa	Paula	and	Fillmore	
areas.	 	 High	 school	 seniors	 are	 encour-
aged	 to	 check	 with	 their	 school’s	 career	
counselors	 for	 assistance.	 	 Other	 areas	
of	Ventura	County	are	served	by	the	Elk	
Lodges	 in	 Oxnard,	 Thousand	 Oaks	 and	
Simi	 Valley.	 	 Questions	 may	 be	 directed	
to	 the	Ventura	Elks	Lodge	office	during	
business	hours	at	639-0303.	

Good waves 
create 
opportunity for 
goodwill
by Danielle Peak

	 This	 year’s	 24th	 annual	 California	
Street	 Longboard	 Classic	 Surf	 Contest,	
held	 September	 18-19	 at	 Surfer’s	 Point	 in	
Ventura,	parlayed	a	weekend	of	 fun	 into	a	
successful	 fundraiser	 that	 will	 benefit	 two	
local	surf-related	efforts.
	 “A	weekend	of	great	surf	helped	us	get	
more	 contestants	 than	 we	 expected,”	
said	 Ventura	 Surf	 Club	 president	 Mi-
chael	Mariani.	“The	contest	has	always	
been	 a	 locally	 run	 event	 that	 relies	 on	
the	generosity	of	local	support.”	
	 The	club	funds	a	summertime	surf	
grant	for	the	Boys	&	Girls	Club	of	Ven-
tura,	 providing	 kids	 with	 surf	 lessons	
and	 teaching	 them	 things	 like	 surfing	
etiquette	and	how	to	care	for	the	ocean	
environment.	
	 The	second	project	also	 focuses	on	
Ventura’s	 rich	 surfing	 history.	 Since	
2007	surf	club	members	have	filmed	14	
interviews	 with	 local	 surfing	 legends,	
putting	to	tape	precious	memories	that	
might	otherwise	be	lost	forever.	
	 	Using	funds	from	the	C	Street	con-
test,	VSC	will	now	take	the	oral	history	
project’s	next	step.	With	help	from	stu-
dents	at	Foothill	High	School,	the	foot-
age	 will	 be	 reformatted	 so	 that	 the	 in-
terviews	can	be	more	easily	viewed	and	
widely	 distributed.	 Long-term	 plans	
include	a	kiosk	where	visitors	and	resi-
dents	 can	 watch	 the	 interviews,	 which	
will	 be	 interwoven	 with	 surfing	 foot-
age	 and	 vintage	 photos	 to	 capture	 the	
magic	of	Ventura’s	surfing	experience.
	 The	 Ventura	 Surf	 Club	 is	 a	 group	
of	 surfers	of	all	ages	and	abilities.	The	

Sports

club	 hosts	 special	 events	 (film	 screen-
ings,	 surf	 photography	 exhibitions)	
and	 competitions,	 aiming	 for	 cama-
raderie	and	a	chance	 to	share	 the	pure	
joy	of	 surfing.	The	club	welcomes	new	
members.	
	 For	 more	 information	 and	 to	 sign	
up	 online,	 visit	 the	 Ventura	 Surf	 Club	
website	at	www.venturasurfclub.org.
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Youth

by Tim Pompey

She’s	bright,	energetic	and	makes	her	
living	as	an	actress.	She’s	also	a	 student	
at	 Anacapa,	 plays	 clarinet	 in	 the	 school	
band,	and	loves	to	bounce	around	on	her	
trampoline.	
	 12-year-old	Laci	Kay	is	unique	in	that	
she’s	worked	 in	the	“business”	since	she	
was	 quite	 young.	 Not	 that	 many	 people	
would	know	it.	She	tries	to	keep	her	pro-
fession	low-key:	“I’m	just	a	normal	kid,”	
she	says.
	 But	make	no	mistake.	Laci’s	website	
(www.lacikaysite.com)	 is	 filled	 with	 a	
long	list	of	credits.	Still,	it’s	not	fame	or	
fortune	that	drives	her.	She	just	loves	her	
work.	Mention	acting	and	her	face	lights	
up:	 “I’m	 doing	 this	 for	 the	 experience.	 I	
think	it’s	really	fun.”
	 Her	 career	 began	 inauspiciously	 at	
Mira	Monte	Elementary	School	in	the	1st	
grade	with	a	school	play	called	“Rumpus	
in	the	Rainforest.”	Then,	in	2007,	her	par-
ents	attended	“Kids	Fest	by	the	Pier”	and	
handed	 in	 an	 interest	 form	 to	 the	 Santa	
Clarita	 School	 of	 Performing	 Arts.	 They	
were	surprised	when	the	school	called	and	
invited	Laci	to	visit,	but	decided	to	give	it	
a	shot.	“We	were	skeptical,”	says	her	moth-
er	 Cindy,	 “because	 we	 figured	 not	 much	
would	happen.”
	 While	attending	SCSOPA,	Laci	made	
a	mock	commercial	and	caught	the	eye	of	
Jeremy	Apody	from	Abrams	Artists	Agen-
cy.	They	took	her	on	as	a	client.	The	rest,	as	
they	say,	is	history,	or	at	least	history	in	the	
making.
	 Her	 credits	 include	 an	 appearance	 in	
Christina	Aguilera’s	video	“Hurt”	and	an	
upcoming	role	in	the	ABC	series	“Modern	
Family.”	She’s	also	worked	locally	with	the	
Elite	Theater	Company	in	Oxnard	and	the	

Rubicon	Theater	in	Ventura.	Laci	says	her	
most	 difficult	 role	 was	 Alice	 in	 the	 Elite	
Theater’s	 production	 of	 “Alice	 in	 Won-
derland.”	She	had	to	memorize	300	lines.	
“Once	 I	got	 it,”	 she	says,	 “I	was	really	 re-
lieved.”
	 Laci	 knows	 how	 difficult	 show	 busi-
ness	can	be.	She’s	gotten	some	roles,	been	
turned	down	for	others.	For	her,	the	hard-
est	part	is	going	up	against	all	those	other	
boys	 and	 girls	 for	 the	 same	 job:	 “There’s	
usually	 tension	 in	 the	 room.	 To	 me,	 it’s	
like	a	sport.	It’s	one	of	the	most	competi-
tive	things	you	could	do.”	One	thing	she	
has	 in	 spades—determination	 and	 confi-
dence.	 “It’s	 hard	 work,”	 she	 says,	 “but	 if	
I’m	really	focused,	I	usually	get	it.”
	 As	if	acting	wasn’t	enough,	there’s	an-
other	side	to	Laci.	She’s	a	singer—a	serious	
singer	who	plans	to	release	a	CD.	“I	 love	
writing	songs,”	she	tells	me.	“Whenever	I	
get	bored,	I	usually	pull	out	a	pen	and	pa-
per.”	
	 She	 likes	 pop	 and	 country	 and	 ticks	
off	 favorite	 artists	 like	 Selena	 Gomez,	
Ke$ha,	Katy	Perry,	and	Jason	Mraz.	She’s	
also	a	big	fan	of	Glee	and	considers	herself	
a	full-fledged	“gleek.”
	 Wherever	 her	 career	 takes	 her,	 Laci’s	
future	 is	 bright.	 Acting,	 singing.	 Who	
knows?	 Whatever	 she	 chooses,	 she’ll	 at-
tack	 with	 her	 usual	 gusto.	 Laci	 has	 that	
kind	of	energy.	Then	again,	 she	sees	her-
self	as	 just	a	normal	kid	with	a	very	sup-
portive	 family.	 “What	 I	 do,	 I	 dedicate	 to	
my	brother	Jake,	my	sisters,	and	God.	All	
this	I	do	for	them.”
	 Well	not	everything.	I	think	she	plays	
on	 the	 trampoline	 just	 to	 have	 a	 good	
time.	After	all	those	auditions,	the	memo-
rizing,	the	acting,	who	can	blame	her?

Kids & 
Families 
Together 
receives 
$43,000 grant
	 The	 Ventura	 County	 Community	
Foundation	 recently	 awarded	 Kids	 &	
Families	 Together	 a	 $43,000	 grant	 for	
sustaining	Alice’s	House,	a	cooperative	tran-
sitional	living	house	for	18-24	young	wom-
en	who	recently	left	the	foster	care	system.	
Kids	 &	 Families	 Together	 is	 a	 counseling	
and	 resource	 center	 for	 families	 that	 have	
come	together	through	foster	care,	kinship	
care	(primarily	grandparents	raising	grand-
children)	and	adoption	as	well	as	youth	who	
have	aged	out	of	the	foster	care	system.
	 The	Alice’s	House	project	developed	in	
response	to	the	need	for	our	community	to	
help	the	50-60	youth	who	age	out	of	Ventura	
County’s	foster	care	system	each	year	at	age	
18.		Up	to	65%	of	these	youth	have	no	home	
to	go	to,	no	job,	are	not	in	school	and	have	
very	few	life	skills	to	help	them	take	care	of	
themselves	for	the	rest	of	their	lives.		
	 David	 Friedlander,	 Executive	 Director	
of	Kids	&	Families	Together	saw	an	oppor-
tunity	to	address	the	housing	need	for	these	
youth	when	the	former	home	of	Alice	Mc-
Grath	(a	prominent	social	activist	from	Ven-
tura)	became	available	after	she	passed	away.		
Laura	 D’Auri	 originally	 bought	 the	 house	
for	her	mother,	Alice	McGrath.		After	Alice	
passed	away	last	year,	Ms.	D’Auri	generously	
offered	Kids	&	Families	Together	use	of	the	
house	 to	 create	 a	 home	 for	 young	 women	
leaving	the	foster	care	system.	
	 The	grant	from	VCCF	will	assist	K&FT	
in	providing	room	and	board,	therapy,	social	
events	and	a	resident	advisor	to	help	the	resi-
dents	 navigate	 and	 manage	 school,	 create	
budgets,	find	and	maintain	jobs	and	other	
skills	to	develop	habits	of	success	so	they	are	
productive	 and	 contributing	 members	 of	
the	community.
	 Kids	&	Families	Together	are	located	at	
856	E.	Thompson	Blvd.
For	further	information	call	643-1446	x100.

Twelve year old 
has her wish 
granted
	 Aned	 Hernandez,	 from	 Oxnard	 lives	
with	 Osteosarcoma	 and	 had her	 wish	
granted	for	a	shopping	spree	on	October	
29	on	her	twelfth	birthday.		
	 After	 stops	 at	 Best	 Buy	 and	 Toys	 R	
Us	 for	 a	 Wii	 and	 Wii	 games	 she	 contin-
ued	to	Macy,	then	to	Target	and	then	to	
her	favorite	restaurant	-	Kentucky	Fried	
Chicken.		She	is	excited	to	share	her	Wii	
with	her	brothers	Alexis	 (13)	and	Edu-
ardo	((9).
	 Macy’s	 is	 a	 major	 supporter	 of	 the	
Make-A-Wish	 Foundation	 through	
their	Thanks	For	Sharing	and	BELIEVE	
campaign.	
	 Wishes	 may	 be	 adopted	 by	 donors	
with	 a	 gift	 of	 $5,000.	 	 Aned’s	 wish	 was	
adopted	by	the	Pacific	Corinthian	Yacht	
Club	 who	 recently	 hosted	 the	 Ladies	
Who	 Do	 Lunch	 Over	 the	 Rainbow	 Lun-
cheon.	 The	 fund	 were	 raised	 at	 the	 lun-
cheon	through	a	combination	of	a	silent	
auction	 and	 	 a	 “Man	 Table”	 where	 hus-
bands	and	boyfriends	of	the	women	were	
invited	to	be	part	of	the	Flying	Monkey’s	
Table	 when	 making	 a	 $500	 gift	 to	 the	
Make-A-Wish	Foundation.		
	 The	Make-A-Wish	Foundation	grants	
the	wishes	of	children	with	life-threaten-
ing	medical	conditions	to	enrich	the	hu-
man	experience	with	hope,	strength,	and	
joy.	With	a	staff	of	only	four	and	the	help	
of	more	than	100	volunteers,	the	Make-A-
Wish	Foundation	of	the	Tri-Counties	has	
granted	over	1000	special	wishes	to	chil-
dren	 in	Ventura,	Santa	Barbara	and	San	
Luis	Obispo	Counties.	
	 If	 you	 want	 to	 refer	 a	 child	 to	 the	
Make-A-Wish	 Foundation,	 call	 1-888-
899-9474	 .	 Donations	 may	 be	 sent	 to	
Make-A-Wish	 at	 4222	 Market	 Street,	
Suite	D,	Ventura,		93001.	To	donate	your	
vehicle	 or	 your	 airline	 miles	 call	 676-
9974.	For	more	information	on	these	or	
other	 ways	 to	 help	 visit	 their	 website	 at	
www.tri-counties.wish.org.

Mentor school 
children in the 
Ventura 
Watershed with 
the Once Upon 
a Watershed 
program
		 Once	 Upon	 a	 Watershed	 seeks	 to	
awaken	 wonder,	 appreciation,	 discov-
ery	 and	 connection	 with	 the	 natural	
world.	 Through	 hands-on	 watershed	 edu-
cation,	 restoration,	 and	 stewardship	 expe-
riences,	 their	programs	cultivate	a	sense	of	
shared	 responsibility	 for	 our	 whole	 earth	
system,	 instilling	 confidence	 and	 hope	 by	
empowering	 young	 people	 to	 make	 a	 real	
difference	at	the	local	watershed.	
	 They	are	having	a	volunteer	orientation	
on	 Tuesday,	 November	 30	 and	 January	 18	
at	11am.	If	you	plan	to	attend,	contact	649-
9998	for	locations!
	 Volunteers	 will	 support	 educators	 in	
guided	service	projects	and	wilderness	explo-
ration.	Their	students	are	4th	-	6th	graders	
from	public	and	private	schools	throughout	
the	Ventura	River	Watershed,	including	Ojai,	
Oak	View,	and	Ventura.	Withy	1-2	classes	at	
a	time	of	approximately	30-60	kids.	Field	ac-

Laci Kay poses with her parents Cindy and David Schoonover in their back yard in east Ventura.

Young Ventura actress lights up 
the screen

tivities	are	scheduled	during	the	school	day	
and	generally	run	about	2	hours	each.
	 Classes	are	located	in	various	locations	
throughout	Ojai	and	Ventura,	including	the	
Ojai	 Meadows	 Preserve,	 the	 Ventura	 River	
and	the	Ventura	Estuary	
	 Visit	 their	 web	 page	 and	 learn	 more	
about	 the	 program	 and	 staff	 at	 www.on-
ceuponawatershed.org.	 or	 phone	 Heather	
King	at	649-9998	or	heather@onceuponawa-
tershed.org.
	

Michele DePuy Leavitt
Continued from page 13
Arts	Museum	in	Thousand	Oaks,	serving	as	
their	Executive	Director.	She	leaves	a	lasting	
legacy	of	excellence,	service	and	passion	for	
the	arts.
	 Please	 feel	 free	 to	 visit	 her	 Facebook	
page	and	view	all	of	the	beautiful	comments	
and	 photographs	 posted.	 www.facebook.
com/profile.php?
	 Services	 for	 Michele	 De	 Puy	 Leavitt	
will	be	held	on	Sunday,	November	21	at	1	
p.m.	at	 the	Annenberg	Community	Beach	
House	 located	 at	 415	 Pacific	 Coast	 High-
way,	Santa	Monica.	All	of	Michele’s	friends	
are	welcome	to	attend.	
	 Please	 make	 a	 contribution	 in	 lieu	 of	
flowers,	in	her	honor	to:
	 The	 City	 of	 Hope,	 Att’n:	 Gift	 Admin-
istration,	 1500	 E.	 Duarte	 Rd.,	 Duarte,	 CA	
91010
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Show Time

The Music Connection

The future is now.
Don’t	miss	a	beat!	Check	out	the

	music	scene	right	now.
Come	visit	us!

www.venturabreeze.com

WAVCONCERT FRIDAY 11/19
A SAINT PIERRE PRODuCTION @ ThE WAV ThEATRE gAllERY

FlAmENCO & EASY ROCk with El NINO mIguElITO,  Sir michael murphy & lady monica 
Ramos, Joey g, mark Solomon and the WAV art show.

Two Shows: Friday Nov. 19th 7pm & 9pm. Gourmet dinner & beverages available.
 DONATION: $10 advance, $12.50 at the door, or both shows $15 advance, $20 at the door.
location: 175 S. Ventura Ave. (Free Parking. Corner of Ventura Ave. & Thompson Blvd.) 

Tickets and more info: (800) 350-7787 or www.WAVart.org
2 for 1 admission with this ad (off the regular $12.50 ticket donation price). 

& CulTuRAl ART ShOW

Where the Music Flows

Saint Pierre at 
the WAV
by Michael Kohli

Friends of the scene!
	 Hi	there	to	all	the	people	in	our	mu-
sic	scene.	One	of	our	friends	here	in	the	
scene,	known	as	Saint	Pierre,	has	been	a	con-
tributing	extraordinaire	to	the	recent	shows	
at	the	new	Wav	Theater	&	Art	Gallery.	Pro-
viding	the	sounds,	lights,	stage	and	more	to	
the	events,	he	also	books	many	of	his	own	
variety	creations.
	 This	Friday,	November	19,	Saint	Pierre,	
unveils	his	 latest	creation	featuring	10	art-
ists.	The	El	Nino	Miguelito	Show	(An	Amaz-
ing	Expression	of	Music	&	Dance	of	All	Ages)	
that	will	feature	live	performers,	dance,	and	
art.	In	addition	to	Saint	Pierre	and	El	Nino	
Miguelito	performing,	the	evening	will	also	
feature	 performances	 by	 Sir	 Michael	 Mur-
phy,	Lady	Monica	Ramos,	Joey	G.,	and	Mark	
Solomon.	 The	 event	 will	 also	 feature	 art	
presentations	by	local	WAV	residents;	Stew	
Birbrower,	Julinya	Vince	de	Vidigal,	Russ	Be-
rens	and	the	youth	artists’	Arts	In	The	Park	
awards	presentation	of	elementary,	middle,	
and	high	school	students	art	work.
	 The	 event	 will	 have	 two	 shows,	 one	 at	
7pm	and	one	at	9pm.	Drinks	and	beverages	
start	at	6pm.	For	more	info;	www.wavart.org	
or	email@saintpierre.org.	
	 Look	in	this	issue	for	the	special	2	for	1	
coupon	for	the	show.
Friends visiting the scene!
	 Meet	this	band,	Black	Rose	Phantoms	at	
The	Dirty	(on	Thompson	Blvd	in	Ventura)	
on	 Saturday,	 November	 27.	 Visiting	 from	
Long	Beach,	this	band	likes	to	fuse	psycho-
billy,	metal,	punk,	country,	rockabilly	genres	
together	 mixed	 in	 with	 their	 own	 styled	
stage	show!	Currently	on	Smelvis	Records,	
check	out	the	music	on	their	Facebook	page.	
Songs	 highly	 recommended	 include,	 “Los-
ing	 Touch	 2”,	 “Remember	 Me”,	 and	 “The	
Witching	Hour.”	
	 Other	 upcoming	 shows	 at	 The	 Dirty	
include;	 Crowded	 By	 Fire	 &	 Braindead	 on	
Thursday	 November	 18	 and	 Aggression,	
Dirty	Filth	Mugs,	Gutter	Poets,	and	Killing	
Regime	on	Saturday	November	20.	

Saint Pierre on the Dr. Bunny Vreeland radio show on KKZZ

	 Check	 out	 The	 Dirty’s	 page	 on	 Face-
book	for	other	upcoming	events;	including	
live	music	on	the	weekends,	Drink	‘N	Draw	
on	 Tuesday	 nights	 and	 more.	 Facebook	
Search:	The	Dirty	(DV).
	 Thank	you	so	much	for	reading!	Feel	free	
to	write	me	feedback	at	VenturaLiveWire@
gmail.com.
Michael	Kohli
Kohli	 Rocks	 Entertainment	 	 www.kohlis-
musicpit.com
	 PS:	 Also,	 keep	 an	 eye	 out	 for	 my	 next	
music	event	in	Thousand	Oaks	at	The	Bor-
derline	on	Sunday,	November	21.	This	will	
be	 my	 last	 show	 booking	 of	 2010.	 Kohli	
Rocks	 Entertainment	 will	 return	 in	 2011.	
The	show	at	The	Borderline	is	18	and	over	
and	will	feature	many	ventura	favorites	 in-
cluding;	Roman	Candle	Wars,	The	Calam-
ity,	 Delaney	 Gibson,	 Happens	 Again,	 and	
Arrica	Rose	and	The	...’s.	Stay	tuned	to	my	
website;	

Two on the Aisle

Period 
Comedy at 
Ventura 
College is 
Good Fun
by Jim Spencer & Shirley Lorraine

	 For	 a	 bit	 of	 old-fashioned	 fun,	 ske-
daddle	 on	 over	 to	 the	 former	 Wright	
Library	 on	 the	 east	 end	 of	 the	 Ventura	
College	 Campus	 to	 see	 “Merton	 of	
the	Movies”	presented	by	the	Ventura	
College	Theatre	Arts	Department.
	 The	 gutted	 library	 has	 been	
turned	 into	 a	 theater	 venue	 with	 ul-
tra-comfortable	 chairs,	 a	 stage	 and	
movable	lighting.		It	works,	in	the	old	
“let’s	put	on	a	show”	style.
	 Doing	what	it	does	best,	the	The-
atre	Arts	Department	has	assembled	a	
cast	up	to	the	challenge	of	the	campy	
material,	 outfitted	 them	 expertly	 in	
detailed	 1920’s	 period	 costumes	 and	
hair	 styles,	 and	 provided	 a	 few	 prop	
pieces	 that	 really	 set	 the	 tone.	 Add	
to	 this	 mix	 a	 crew	 of	 highly	 choreo-
graphed	scene-changers	and	you	have	
a	smoothly	run	production.	Even	the	
scene	 changes	 are	 well	 done	 –	 trian-
gular	“walls”	transform	into	new	set-
tings	with	ease.	
	 The	 piece	 itself	 is	 just	 fun.	 Writ-
ten	 by	 George	 S.	 Kaufman,	 Merton	
has	been	seen	on	both	Broadway	and	
in	film,	not	once,	but	twice.	The	most	
recent	 resurrection	 (1947)	 featured	
comedian	 Red	 Skelton	 in	 the	 title	
role.
	 Set	 in	 1922,	 the	 story	 is	 one	 that	
has	 been	 written	 and	 rewritten	 in	
many	forms.	A	star	struck	young	man	
has	dreams	of	being	in	the	movies	at	
a	time	when	the	movie	business	is	 in	
its	infancy.	He	longs	to	leave	his	hum-
drum	job	as	a	 retail	clerk	to	seek	his	

fortune	and	fame.		Despite	having	no	
talent,	 he	 fancies	 himself	 a	 dramatic	
actor	 and	 sets	 out	 to	 conquer	 the	 si-
lent	 film	 world	 in	 the	 fashion	 of	 his	
idols.	Along	the	way	he	meets	a	beau-
tiful	 and	 helpful	 young	 woman,	 is	
faced	 with	 the	 realities	 of	 the	 movie	
business,	 and	 finds	 success	 –	 even	
though	not	in	the	way	he	planned.
	 Toby	 Tropper,	 in	 the	 title	 role	
of	 Merton	 Gill,	 has	 a	 grand	 time	
running	 the	 gamut	 of	 facial	 expres-
sions	 and	 body	 language.	 He	 is	 well	
matched	with	Morgan	Bozarth	as	his	
savior	and	ultimate	love-interest,	Eva	
Montague.	 	 Other	 standouts	 include	
Dillon	 Francis,	 whose	 natural	 versa-
tility	 allows	 him	 to	 effectively	 play	
not	 one,	 but	 four	 roles,	 Aly	 Bennett	
as	 the	 savvy-with-a-soft-spot	 casting	
director,	 and	 Dan	 Saad	 as	 Sigmond	
Rosenblatt,	the	overblown	film	direc-
tor.	 Cast	 members	 seem	 to	 be	 thor-
oughly	 relishing	 the	 opportunity	 to	
deliberately	 overact,	 some	 to	 better	
effect	than	others.
	 The	 fourteen-member	 cast	 in-
cludes	 some	 who	 are	 only	 walk-ons,	
but	each	adds	an	element	to	the	over-
all	picture.	Director	 Jay	Varela	 incor-
porates	 upbeat	 ragtime	 music	 and	 a	
“film	reel”	shown	on	a	side	screen	to	
enhance	the	feeling	of	the	period.		The	
play	is	suitable	for	all	ages,	although	
the	 reminiscent	 silent	 film	 era	 will	
likely	 appeal	 more	 to	 older	 genera-
tions.	 Younger	 audiences,	 while	 en-
joying	 the	 action,	 may	 not	 fully	 ap-
preciate	 the	 mannerisms,	 references	
and	jokes	inherent	to	the	decade.
	 “Merton	 of	 the	 Movies”	 runs	
through	Sunday,	November	21.		Cur-
tain	 time	 is	 8	 p.m.	 Thursday,	 Friday	
and	 Saturday,	 with	 a	 Sunday	 mati-
nee	 at	 3	 p.m.	 	 On	 Thursday,	 Novem-
ber	 18,	 admission	 is	 free.	 	 For	 other	
performances	 tickets	 are	 $9	 general	
admission,	$7	for	students,	staff	and	
seniors.	 Tickets	 are	 available	 at	 the	
door.	 	 Parking	 is	 ample.	 An	 added	
bonus	–	if	you	have	any	library	books	
left	 to	 turn	 in,	 the	 book	 drop	 at	 the	
front	door	is	still	accepting	returns.

Top 10 Pop 
Singles
This Week Last Week
1.	Far*East	Movement
feat.	Cataracs	&	Dev.............No.	1
“Like	a	G6”	(Cherrytree)
2.	Bruno	Mars........................No.	2
“Just	the	Way	You	Are”	(Elektra)
3.	Rihanna..............................No.	4
“Only	Girl	(In	the	World)”
(SRP/Def	Jam)
4.	Nelly....................................No.	3
“Just	a	Dream”	(Derrty)
5.	Usher	feat.	Pitbull..............No.	5
“DJ	Got	Us	Fallin’	In	Love”
(LaFace)
6.	Trey	Songz
feat.	Nicki	Minaj..................No.	10
“Bottoms	Up”	(Songbook)
7.	Katy	Perry..........................No.	7
“Teenage	Dream”	(Capitol)
8.	Taio	Cruz............................No.	8
“Dynamite”	(Mercury)
9.	Flo	Rida	feat.
David	Guetta..........................No.	9
“Club	Can’t	Handle	Me”	(Poe	Boy)
10.	Pink.................................No.	11
“Raise	Your	Glass”	(LaFace)
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KFWS • MindGym
November 8, 2010 

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) This 
year, instead of jumping into the whole 
holiday prep scene, move in a little at 
a time. You’ll appreciate the sense of 
control you’re more likely to enjoy.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
The separation between the Bovine’s 
head and heart is never as far apart as 
it seems. Both senses work best when 
they come out of logic and honesty.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) The 
best way to keep those pre-holiday 
pressures under control is to just say 
no to taking on new tasks while you’re 
still trying to work with a heap of oth-
ers.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) News 
means a change might be on its way, 
but what does it hold? Don’t just ask 
questions; make sure you get answers 
you can trust.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Old 
friends and new have one thing in 
common: Both your longtime and 
newly minted pals have much wisdom 
to impart.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) With time running out, this is a 
good time for you to show ‘em all 

what those Virgo super-organizational 
skills can do.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) Librans and holidays are made for 
each other, especially if children and 
animals are going to be part of your 
joyous season.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Time is getting too short to 
allow a spat to taint the holiday season. 
Restart your relationship and resched-
ule holiday fun times.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Seeking advice is laud-
able. You might learn far more than 
you thought you could. Stay with it.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Continuing to assess 
changes works toward your getting 
your new project up and ready. Trusted 
colleagues remain ready to help.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) That new situation needs a lot 
of attention, but it’s worth it. This is a 
very good time for you to involve the 
arts in what you do.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
It might be a good idea to slow your 
hectic holiday pace so that you don’t 
rush past what — or who — you’re 
hoping to rush toward.

BORN THIS WEEK: Others pick 
up on your confidence in yourself, 
which inspires others to believe in you 
and your special gifts.

© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.

—21—

• On Nov. 27, 1703, an unusual storm 
system finally dissipates over England 
after wreaking havoc on the coun-
try for nearly two weeks. Featuring 
hurricane strength winds, the storm 
killed somewhere between 10,000 and 
30,000 people and sank hundreds of 
Royal Navy ships.

• On Nov. 22, 1783, John Hanson, 
the first president of the Continental 
Congress under the Articles of Con-
federation, dies in his home state of 
Maryland. Hanson is sometimes called 
the first president of the United States, 
but this is a misnomer, since the presi-
dency did not exist until 1789.

• On Nov. 28, 1925, the Grand Ole 
Opry, one of the longest-lived and 
most popular showcases for Country 
Western music, begins broadcasting 
live from Nashville, Tennessee. The 
showcase was originally named the 
Barn Dance, after a Chicago radio pro-
gram called the National Barn Dance.

• On Nov. 26, 1931, the first clo-
verleaf interchange to be built in the 
United States, at the junction of US 1/9 
and NJ Route 35 in Woodbridge, N.J., 
is featured on the cover of the Engi-
neering News-Record. A piece on the 
under-construction Hoover Dam was 
relegated to the journal’s back pages.

• On Nov. 24, 1944, 111 U.S. B-29 
Superfortress bombers raid Tokyo for 
the first time since 1942. Their target: 
the Nakajima aircraft engine works. 
Despite the barrage of bombs that 
were dropped, fewer than 50 hit the 
main target, doing little damage. 

• On Nov. 23, 1966, Elvis Presley’s 
22nd film, a rock ‘n’ roll musical 
called “Spinout” in which Elvis played 
a singing race car driver, opens in the-
aters across the country. “Spinout” was 
filmed on location at Dodger Stadium 
in Los Angeles and the Ascot Motor 
Car Racing Ground, a well-known dirt 
track nearby. 

• On Nov. 25, 1980, Sugar Ray Leon-
ard regains boxing’s welterweight title 
when his opponent, reigning champ 
Roberto Duran, waves his arms and 
walks away from the fight in the eighth 
round, telling the referee “No mas, no 
mas” (“No more”). Duran maintained 
that he had stomach cramps and could 
barely stand up.

© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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DUI SAFE
LCD DISPLAY BREATH ALCOHOL TESTER

Breath analysis is the most common method of testing for 
blood-alcohol content in use today. Personal breathalyzers es-
timate the concentration of alcohol in the body by measuring 
the amount of alcohol exhaled from the lungs.
Breath alcohol tests are proven, 
reliable, effi cient and helpful.
Having the correct information is so vitally important when 
making the dangerous and potentially expensive decision to 
drive after a few drinks.

AVAILABLE FROM

MRC INC.
(805) 382-0325
120 Simi Ave., Oxnard, CA 93035

Visit  WWW.MRCFOODSERVICE.COM to order

Personal alcohol breath testers are designed for informational purposes! Results are only an indication of your blood 
alcohol concentration and are not legally accepted.

Recognized tests are performed by qualifi ed technicians, using professional grade equipment that is calibrated 
frequently. If you have any doubts about your ability to drive safely DO NOT DRIVE!

REGULAR PRICE 
$89.99 

SPECIAL 
$24.99

The Ambassadors of Ventura Chamber of Commerce, Deputy Mayor Mike Tracy, Matthew 
Jones and Kathi White of Edward Jones at the ribbon cutting held in October at the new of-
fices of  Edward Jones Financial Services located at 121 N. Fir Street. Edward Jones provides 
financial services for individual investors in the United States and, through its affiliate, in 
Canada. 

Chamber 2010 
Poinsettia 
Awards
	 The	Ventura	Chamber	of	Commerce	
has	announced	the	winners	of	their	2010	
Poinsettia	 Awards.	 An	 awards	 ceremony	
will	 be	 held	 in	 their	 honor	 on	 Tuesday,	
December	 14	 from	 11:30-2pm	 at	 the	
Marriott	Ventura	Beach.
	 Congratulations	to	the	winners!
Small Business of the Year -	FastSigns	
of	Ventura
Mid Sized Business of the Year	 –	

	 On	November	10	the	“Gem	of	a	Com-
munity	in	the	Heart	of	Ventura”	the	green	
Ralston	Courtyards	apartment	complex	
held	their	grand	opening	ribbon	cutting	
ceremony.
	 The	ribbon	cutting	was	attended	by	
several	 hundred,	 including	 many	 well	
known	Venturans	and	city	employees	in-
cluding	Ventura	Chamber	of	Commerce	
CEO	and	President	Sandra	Burkhart.	
	 They	all	enjoyed	the	wonderful	food	
and	tour	of	the	units	and	grounds.	The	

Jeff Sullivan, and Django have been all over the 
country

Jeff Sullivan: 
The apprentice 
as an asset
by Mira Reverente

	 When	he	was	still	too	young	to	drive,	
Jeff	 Sullivan	 was	 sweeping	 the	 office	
floors	 of	 a	 moving	 company	 in	 the	 San	
Fernando	 Valley.	 “My	 early	 exposure	 to	
the	moving	and	relocation	industry	in-
spired	me	to	learn	the	ropes	and	climb	
the	ladder,	so	to	speak,”	said	Sullivan.
	 Soon	after,	Sullivan	became	a	truck	
helper,	doing	whatever	the	driver	asked	
him	to	do.	Then	he	followed	his	father’s	
footsteps	 and	 became	 a	 moving	 truck	
driver.	
Giving credit where credit is due
	 More	 than	 25	 years	 later,	 Sullivan	 is	
still	climbing	the	proverbial	corporate	lad-
der	but	this	time	as	a	moving	consultant.	
A	 natural	 salesperson,	 according	 to	 Mel	
Sheeler,	 president	 and	 CEO	 of	 Ventura-
based	 Sheeler	 Moving	 and	 Storage,	 the	
45-year-old	 Sullivan	 has	 far	 exceeded	 his	
mentor’s	expectations.	
	 “I’m	 extremely	 proud	 of	 him.	 He’s	 so	
good	with	people	and	attentive	to	details,”	
said	 Sheeler.	 To	 prove	 his	 point,	 Sullivan	
has	 recently	 made	 it	 to	 the	 Top	 10	 Sales	
Representatives	 rankings	 of	 Wheaton	
World	 Wide	 Moving,	 of	 which	 Sheeler	
Moving	is	an	interstate	agent.	
	 Steve	Barnard,	Western	regional	direc-
tor	of	sales	for	Wheaton	World	Wide	Mov-
ing	 confirmed,	 “Jeff	 Sullivan	 consistently	
makes	it	to	the	top	10.”	The	internal	rank-
ings	 are	 released	 monthly	 and	 yearly	 and	
are	 based	 on	 customer	 satisfaction	 and	
sales	revenues.	
Anything but routine
	 As	the	only	sales	representative	of	the	

Among the dignitaries attending the “ribbon cutting” were city council members Christy Weir and 
Carle Morehouse, Jeff Lambert Director Community Development Department  and members of 
the Ventura planning commission

Ralston Courtyards ribbon 
cutting

Towbes	Group	project	is	located	at	5525	
Ralston.
	 The	 complex	 includes	 a	 swimming	
pool,	 refreshing	 spa,	 picnic	 area	 with	
barbecue,	 covered	 parking,	 electric	 ve-
hicle	 charging	 stations	 and	 a	 spacious	
clubhouse.
	 The	 one	 and	 two	 bedroom	 apart-
ment	 units	 include	 high-speed	 internet	
access,	 walk-in	 closets,	 washer	 and	 dry-
ers	 and	 very	 large	 kitchens	 with	 refrig-
erator	included.

PODS	Moving	&	Storage
Large Business of the Year	–	Crowne	
Plaza	Ventura	Beach
Jewel Key Award	–	Museum	of	Ventura	
County
The Innovation Award	–	Ventura	Ven-
ture’s	Technology	Center	(Ventura	Incu-
bator)
Non-Profit/Service Org. of the Year	–	
Ventura	Police	Activities	League
Philanthropist of the Year	 –	 Mark	
Hartley
Hometown Hero	–	Jim	Duran
Environmental Services Award	–	AWS	
Automotive	 and	 Crowne	 Plaza	 Ventura	
Beach

company,	 Sullivan’s	 days	 are	 packed	 with	
appointments,	 meetings,	 estimates	 and	
checklists.	 From	 Los	 Angeles	 County	 to	
Santa	 Barbara	 County,	 he	 meets	 with	 cli-
ents	all-day	long.	
	 “It	 definitely	 helps	 that	 I	 was	 a	 truck	
driver	before.	It	puts	my	clients	at	ease	that	
they	know	what	I’m	talking	about	and	their	
possessions	are	in	good	hands,”	he	chuck-
led.	
	 For	the	past	seven	years,	Sheeler	Mov-
ing	and	Storage	has	been	providing	residen-
tial,	corporate	and	international	relocation	
services;	storage	and	records	management	
services.	“No	job	is	too	small,	too	far	or	too	
complicated,”	said	Sullivan.	
	 November	 and	 December	 are	 notori-
ously	 slow	 months	 in	 the	 moving	 indus-
try,	with	the	onset	of	the	holidays.	Sullivan	
stays	 busy	 by	 networking	 and	 staying	 in	
touch	with	clients,	many	of	whom	have	re-
peatedly	used	Sheeler	Moving	for	their	lo-
cal	and	cross-country	moves.
	 When	the	peak	season	of	 June	 to	Au-
gust	hits,	Sullivan	will	be	ready	to	tackle	his	
clients’	moving	demands	again.	“I	love	my	
job	because	it’s	not	routine	at	all.	Every	cli-
ent	is	different,”	he	explained.	
	 Some	moves	are	definitely	more	mem-
orable	 than	 others,	 according	 to	 Sullivan.	
The	 recent	 move	 of	 a	 well-known	 actor	
from	 Malibu	 to	 Calabasas	 stands	 out	 be-
cause	 the	 crew	 had	 to	 cut	 off	 four	 inches	
from	a	bench	so	it	could	fit	inside	the	truck.	
It	was	done	with	the	blessing	of	the	actor’s	
brother.
	 “We	also	had	to	move	some	dangerous	
substances	one	time,	for	the	Drug	Enforce-
ment	 Administration	 (DEA),”	 said	 Sulli-
van.	But	it’s	all	in	a	day’s	work	for	him.
	 Sullivan	 decompresses	 by	 taking	 his	
dog	 Django,	 a	 border	 collie,	 with	 him	 on	
long	walks.	“He’s	been	all	over	the	country	
with	me,”	he	said.	Harley	Davidson	motor-
cycles	and	dirt	bikes	are	his	other	passions.	
Learning from the master
	 During	 these	 tough	 economic	 times,	
Sullivan	has	noticed	that	more	people	are	
packing	their	own	things	now	to	save	mon-
ey.	 He	 also	 goes	 the	 extra	 mile	 by	 giving	
them	more	money-saving	tips	and	helping	
them	work	with	their	usually	limited	bud-
gets.	He	said,	“I’ll	bring	them	used	boxes	if	I	
have	to.”
	 The	protégé	has	done	very	well,	accord-
ing	to	the	master	himself,	Mel	Sheeler.	Sul-
livan	turned	wistful	at	the	mention	of	his	
mentor’s	 name.	 “I’ve	 known	 him	 for	 over	
10	years	and	I’m	so	fortunate	he	mentored	
me,”	he	said.	
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The future is now.
Keep	up	with	local	business!

Come	visit	us!

www.venturabreeze.com

Walk-ins welcome        •        Open @ 9:30am, 7 days a week

Magic Touch
Hair Salon Yong-Hee WrightOwner

Free haircut with 
color or perm

(New customers only. Must bring ad)

OR
Free hair style or

 blow dry
(Must bring ad)

805.647.2501        •         9294 Telephone Road / Petit        •        Ventura, CA 93004

 Recently, on the Coach Ron Tunick 
radio show on Ventura County radio sta-
tion 1400AM KKZZ, were co-host Terry 
Paulson, the Coach and Jason Amelio, the 
Assistant Manager of the Derby Club lo-
cated at the Ventura Fairgrounds.
 Besides the wonderful live, on big 
screens horse racing the Club also serves 
wonderful food at their 2 restaurants. So 
even if you are not a racing fan it is a great 
place to have lunch and listen to people 
screaming (or crying).
 Coach Ron is on daily from 4 - 6pm 
with many wonderful guests and Breeze 
publisher Sheldon from 4 - 4:30 on Mon-
days.

“Coach” Ron 
Tunick speaks 
at VCCA 
Dinner

Motivational	 business	 and	 pub-
lic	 speaker	 “Coach”	 Ron	 Tunick	 spoke	
at	 the	 Ventura	 County	 Contractors	 As-
sociation’s	 (VCCA)	 Member-Dinner	 on		
October	26	in	Ventura.		
	 Using	his	unique	perspective	as	an	“in-
dustry	 insider”,	 Tunick	 spoke	 to	 VCCA	
members	about	how	to	make	a	consider-
able	profit	in	“today’s	culture	of	big	gov-
ernment.”	 The	 popular	 speaker	 talked	
about	his	25	years	of	experience	working	
with	small	business	owners	and	how	he	
motivates	 them	 to	 reach	 their	 financial	
potentials.
	 “We	were	delighted	to	have	‘The	Coach’	
speak	at	our	Member-Dinner,”	said	Thom-
as	Tatangelo,	president		of	the	VCCA.	“Our	
members	 enjoyed	 Coach’s	 presentation	
and	 will	 hopefully	 be	 motivated	 by	 his	
common-sense	business	approach	to	oper-
ate	more	profitably.”
	 Tunnick	emphasized	the	necessity	 for	
Ventura	County	business	leaders	and	own-

ers	to	get	more	involved	in	the	agendas	of	
local	and	county	governments.
	 “With	 the	 construction	 industry	 hav-
ing	its	worst	economy	of	the	new	century,	
it	 is	of	 the	utmost	 importance	 to	 try	and	
make	a	difference	 in	 the	decision	making	
process,”	said	Tunick.
	 “All	 too	 often	 governmental	 leaders	
are	only	listening	to	those	who	do	not	care	
what’s	in	the	best	interest	of	business,”	Tu-
nick	elaborated.	“What	does	the	construc-
tion	 industry	need	 to	better	 its	 lot?	More	
construction	 work	 obviously.	 	 You	 can	
make	a	difference	and	help	public	officials	
make	better	decisions	when	your	voices	are	
heard.”
	 Coach	 Tunick	 is	 the	 President	 and	
CEO	 of	 Nations	 Transaction	 Services,	
Inc.,	 the	 host	 of	 daily	 radio	 program	
“The	 Business	 of	 Life”	 on	 KKZZ	 1400	
AM,	 and	 the	 author	 of	 “The	 Thinking	
Room.”

Business

Bottoms up at 
Black Beard’s 
BBQ
	 On	November	10,	Black	Beard’s	Sea-
side	BBQ,	located	in	the	Ventura	Harbor	
Village	received	their	liquor	license.
	 Not	you	can	enjoy	their	fine	food	and	
music	 and	 have	 your	 favorite	 cocktail	
while	dining.

Rincon 
Consultants 
planners 
achieve new 
certification
	 Two	 Rincon	 Consultants	 urban	
planners	 have	 become	 among	 the	 first	
professionals	 in	 the	 nation	 to	 achieve	 a	
new	certification	for	expertise	in	sustain-
able	neighborhood	development.		Stephen	
Svete,	Principal,	and	Cori	Thomas,	Senior	
Planner,	 recently	 passed	 exams	 developed	
by	the	U.S.	Green	Building	Council’s	(USG-
BC)	Green	Building	Certification	Institute	
certifying	 them	 as	 LEED	 AP	 ND	 (Leader-
ship	in	Energy	and	Environmental	Design	
Accredited	 Professional	 in	 Neighborhood	
Development).			Mr.	Svete	and	Ms.	Thomas	
will	 join	 the	 firm’s	 three	 other	 LEED	 AP	
professionals.		
	 The	 exam	 tests	 knowledge	 based	 on	
the	USGBC’s	LEED	Rating	Systems.		LEED	
was	created	by	 the	USGBC	as	a	voluntary,	
consensus-based,	 and	 quantifiable	 rating	
system	 for	 green	 building	 and	 develop-
ment.	 	LEED	has	become	the	most	widely	
recognized	green	building	rating	system	in	
the	 world.	 When	 a	 project	 is	 LEED	 Certi-
fied,	it	means	that	a	significant	amount	of	
sustainability	practices	went	into	its	process,	
design,	and	construction.	If	an	environmen-
tal	professional	becomes	LEED	Accredited,	
this	demonstrates	that	they	are	an	expert	on	
one	or	more	LEED	Green	Building	Rating	
Systems	 and	 can	 participate	 in	 evaluating	
building	and	development	projects	for	cer-
tifications	within	their	area	of	expertise.		
	 “Our	environmental	sciences	and	plan-
ning	consulting	firm	has	been	focusing	on	
the	 changing	 legislative	 and	 business	 shift	
to	 more	 sustainable	 practices,”	 says	 Mi-
chael	 Gialketsis,	 Principal	 at	 Rincon.	 	 “We	
are	proud	of	the	leadership	Cori	and	Steve	
have	demonstrated	in	our	industry	by	being	
among	the	first	in	the	nation	to	achieve	the	
LEED	AP	ND	certification.”

Who is in the 
Tech 
Incubator 
anyway? 
Part one
by Bill Knox

	 The	 Ventura	 Ventures	 Technology	
Center,	 or	 V2TC	 as	 it	 is	 known,	 is	 in	
the	 process	 of	 adding	 a	 second	 floor	
of	 available	 space	 in	 the	 city-owned	
building	directly	behind	city	hall.		V2TC	
currently	 houses	 more	 than	 a	 dozen	
start-up	 technology	 based	 companies	
that	the	city	council	hopes	will	eventually	
turn	 Ventura	 into	 a	 regional	 hub	 for	
technology	businesses	and	jobs.
	 V2TC	 currently	 occupies	 the	 3rd	
floor	 of	 505	 Poli	 Street.	 	 It	 contains	
10,000	 square	 feet	 including	 a	 mix	
of	 conference	 rooms,	 workstations,	
office	suites,	a	video	game,	table	tennis	
and	 foosball	 room	 and	 a	 break	 room.		
With	 76	 workstations,	 outfitted	 with	
Cat	 6	 network/Internet	 access	 lines,	
each	leasing	for	$200-$300	per	month,	
small	start-ups	are	hard	pressed	to	find	
a	 better	 deal	 for	 workspace	 anywhere	
in	the	county.		But	the	available	space	
has	proven	to	be	 too	 little	 for	at	 least	
one	company.		In	response	the	city	council	
has	 decided	 to	 approve	 its	 expansion	 on	
to	 the	 fifth	 floor.	 With	 more	 than	 two	
years	into	this	incubator	experiment	what	
companies	are	located	in	V2TC,	how	many	
local	jobs	are	they	creating	and	what	is	the	
cost	 to	 taxpayers?	 	 This	 and	 subsequent	
articles	 will	 take	 an	 in-depth	 look	 at	 the	

companies	 that	 make	 up	 the	 V2TC	 and	
the	city’s	commitment	to	it.	
The Trade Desk
	 The	Trade	Desk	helps	advertisers	buy	
online	 media	 from	 existing	 advertising	
exchanges.	 	 The	 Trade	 Desk	 combines	
social	network,	search	engine	and	display	
advertisement	 purchases	 in	 one	 account.		
The	company	recently	entered	 into	a	new	
lease	with	V2TC	to	occupy	the	5th	floor	of	
505	Poli	Street.		The	city	must	prepare	the	
area	at	an	estimated	cost	of	$27,200.		The	
Trade	 Desk	 will	 pay	 $20,000	 in	 upfront	
lease	payments	and	 then	$3,000	a	month	
for	 3,000	 square	 feet	 of	 space.	 	 The	 city	
anticipates	incurring	monthly	maintenance	
costs	of	approximately	$1,650.		
Parking Logistics
	 Parking	 Logistics	 offers	 parking	
information	 in	100	cities	and	 the	 largest	
and	 busiest	 airports	 around	 the	 United	
States.	 When	 asked	 about	 Parking	
Logistics’	 business	 model,	 Shawn	 Scott,	
founder	 of	 the	 company,	 responded	
we	 receive	 a	 small	 service	 fee	 for	 every	
reservation	 we	 process.”	 	 While	 Parking	
Logistics	 does	 not	 offer	 any	 information	
on	 parking	 availability	 in	 Ventura,	 the	
company	 is	 working	 develop	 a	 process	
to	 determine	 the	 nearest	 parking	 meter	
to	 a	 given	 driver	 and	 whether	 the	 meter	
is	 available.	 Parking	 Logistics	 has	 one	
employee	in	Ventura.
Lottay
	 Lottay	 allows	 users	 to	 make	 a	 gift	
of	 cash	 online	 through	 PayPal.	 	 Lottay	
received	 $180,000	 of	 city	 funds	 from	
Ventura’s	 Jobs	 Co-Investment	 Account	
which	 is	 managed	 by	 DFJ	 Frontier.		
The	 start-up	 has	 two	 employees.	 David	
Cremin,	 founder	 and	 managing	 director	
of	 DFJ	 Frontier,	 also	 serves	 on	 Lottay’s	
board	of	directors.										
	 Next	 up:	 A	 look	 at	 Geodelic	 and	
Coupeez.

Tunnick	emphasized	
the	necessity	for	

business	leaders	and	
owners	to	get	more	

involved
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Mexican Food.
Margaritas.
Happy Hour.
Salsa Bar.

Mexican Food.
Margaritas.
Happy Hour.
Salsa Bar.

Award WinningAward Winning

Ventura

CamarilloOxnard

Simi Valley

www.yolandasmexicancafe.com

This ’n’ That

Mon-Thur 11am to 9pm
Fri-Sat 11am to 10pm
Sunday 10am to 9pm

Happy Hours

Monday to Friday

4 to 7pm

Live Music

Friday Nights

138 W. Main St., Ventura         805.652.0338       Across from Vons

Buy 1 entree & 2 soft drinks, 
get 2nd entree 50% off 

(same or lesser value) Expires 12/31/10

The future is now.
You’re	never	more	that	a	click	away	

from	your	hometown	paper!	
Come	visit	us!

www.venturabreeze.com

 “Pier Under the Stars”, the 17th annual benefit for the historic Ventura Pier was recently 
held and attended by over 800 residents and visitors. Held adjacent to the pier they sampled the 
county’s best food and wine provided by over 50 area businesses.
 Restaurants, cafes, wineries and breweries served their signature dishes and beverages from 
tented booths along the seaside Promenade while guests enjoyed live music by Luna Gitana, all to 
benefit the city’s 138 - year - old pier.  	
	

 For $30 where was this photo taken?
 The first reader who can tell us the area where this photo was taken will win a $30 
gift certificate from any advertiser in this issue.
 Just email your answer to editor@venturabreeze.com.
 Photo by Marsha Moreland (but she won’t tell you where it was taken).

Photo contest

YES, I want to be part of history! Enclosed, please find my $175 “Deckhand” contribution.

NAME/Last __________________________________ First  _________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS _______________________________ CITY ________________ STATE ____ ZIP  ________

PHONE (         ) ____________ Email ___________________________ p Check (Make payable to “Pier into the Future”)   

p Mastercard   p Visa  Card No. __________________________________________________ _____________

Cardholder’s Name ______________________________________________________ Exp. Date  __________

NAME TO APPEAR ON GRANITE PLAQUE (Limit 25 characters) 
p CHECK HERE if you are making this contribution in memory of an individual.

Mail completed form to: Pier Campaign, P.O. Box 7553, Ventura, CA 93006  
www.pierintothefuture.org • 805.797.7544

PIER INTO THE FUTURE  
TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION FORM

A Unique Holiday Gift
Give a family member or special friend their name engraved  

in granite at the entrance to Ventura’s 138 year old Pier!   
Or remember a loved one in the special memorial section.  

A donation of $175 includes an engraving that will last a lifetime.

Give a family member or special friend their name engraved 


