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by Mira Reverente

	 Over	 the	 Fourth	 of	 July	 holiday	
weekend,	 visitors	 came	 in	 droves	 to	 the	
re-opening	 of	 the	 Museum	 of	 Ventura	
County.	Call	it	simple	curiosity	or	an	at-
traction	 to	 the	 lady	 dressed	 as	 an	 early	
settler	 near	 the	 museum	 entrance.	 “We	
only	dress	up	like	this	during	special	oc-
casions,”	 explains	 Dorothea	 Phelan,	 a	
retired	teacher	and	a	museum	docent	for	
the	past	20	years.	
	 It	 must	 have	 worked	 like	 a	 charm	
since	the	Maynez	family	of	Ventura,	like	
many	 others	 before	 them,	 decided	 to	
have	 a	 look-see.	 “We’ve	 been	 to	 the	 old	
museum.	 I’m	 so	 glad	 they	 re-modeled	
it.	Oh	I	love	the	waterfall	and	the	court-
yard,”	mom	Jeri	gushes,	appreciating	the	

            Vol. 3, No. 11                                          Published Every Other Wednesday                                             March 10 - 23, 2010                  Vol. 3, No. 20                                          Published Every Other Wednesday                                        July 14 - July 27, 2010                      Vol. 3, No. 11                                          Published Every Other Wednesday                                             March 10 - 23, 2010                  Vol. 3, No. 20                                          Published Every Other Wednesday                                        July 14 - July 27, 2010                      Vol. 3, No. 11                                          Published Every Other Wednesday                                             March 10 - 23, 2010      

VENTURANS IN THE NEWS

Cory Ronald 
Finnerty 
graduates from 
Naval Academy

U.S.	Navy	Midshipmen	Ensign	Cory	
Ronald	 Finnerty,	 son	 of	 Tom	 Finnerty	
and	Laurie	Richards,	graduated	from	the	
United	States	Naval	Academy	in	Annapo-
lis,	 Maryland	 in	 	 May	 and	 was	 commis-
sioned	as	an	Officer	(Ensign)	in	the	U.S.	
Navy.		Ensign	Finnerty	successfully	com-
pleted	 four	 years	 of	 intensive	 academic,	
physical,	 and	 professional	 training,	 re-
sulting	 in	 a	 Bachelor	 of	 Science	 Degree	
with	a	major	 in	Naval	Architectural	En-
gineering.	Following	graduation,	Ensign	
Finnerty	has	been	assigned	to	Pensecola,	
Florida	 where	 he	 will	 begin	 flight	 train-
ing	to	become	a	Naval	Aviator.	
	 Ensign	Finnerty	played	running	back

Continued on page 5

Apply by July 15 
to participate in 
the Harvest 
ArtWalk
	 The	City	of	Ventura	Cultural	Affairs	
Division	 invites	 artists	 and	 merchants	
to	 apply	 online	 by	 July	 15	 at	 www.ven-
turaartwalk.org	to	participate	in	the	Har-
vest	 ArtWalk	 Weekend—Saturday	 and	
Sunday,	 October	 16	 &	 17	 in	 Ventura’s	
Downtown	Cultural	District.	
	 Artists	 are	 encourage	 to	 match	 up	
with	a	downtown	venue	 to	display	 their	
work,	then	have	the	merchant	apply	on-
line	 to	 participate.	 Fees	 are	 $125	 for	 a	
small	 group	 show	 of	 one	 to	 four	 artists	
and	$200	for	more	than	four	artists.	
	 This	year	Harvest	ArtWalk	artists	are	
encouraged	to	unleash	their	creativity	to	
raise	 community	 awareness	 of	 “Ending

Continued on page 5

 Fire officials are considering trying to collect money from a 16-year old that was respon-
sible for accidentally starting a recent brush fire that burned approximately 15 acres and 
threatened Ventura landmark two trees.
 The boy told authorities that he had found a cigarette lighter while hiking in the area and 
wanted to see if it worked, it obviously did.
 Photo (before the fire) by Doug Mangum

Visitors enjoyed the free entrance to the newly opened remodel of the Museum of Ventura County 
on July 4. Photo of George Stuart’s “The Lone Woman of San Nicolas Island” by Peter D’Aprix.

Museum of Ventura County: a mix 
of the latest and the legendary

front	plaza	and	the	new	landscaping.	
	 The	 Maynezes,	 museum	 habitués,	
have	heard	about	the	new	exhibits,	as	well	
as	 the	 return	 of	 old	 ones.	 Tim	 Schiffer,	
executive	 director,	 explains,	 “This	 is	
just	the	first	phase	of	the	expansion	but	
we’re	really	excited	about	our	new	exhib-
its	 –	 an	 eclectic	 collection	 of	 beautiful,	
odd,	fun	items.”
Enticing exhibits
	 In	the	first	hall,	to	the	left	of	the	en-
trance,	 is	 Rare,	 Precious	 and	 Unusual:	
Treasures	 From	 The	 Collection,	 a	 small	
preview	 of	 the	 museum’s	 more	 than	
30,000	works	of	art	and	artifacts.		Among	
the	 noteworthy	 artifacts	 are	 a	 Limo-
ges	 chocolate	 set	 (1905),	 a	 large	 animal	

trap	(1900),	a	perpetual	calendar	(1892),	
handmade	cloth	dolls	(1930)	and	a	Japa-
nese	World	War	II	Anisaka	rifle.
	 Before	 you	 know	 it,	 the	 first	 exhibit	
has	 transitioned	 into	 Between	 Fact	 and	
Fiction:	 The	 Lone	 Woman	 of	 San	 Nico-
las	 Island,	 a	 captivating	 collection	 of	
stories	and	details	about	a	mysterious	In-
dian	woman,	affectionately	referred	to	as	
Juana	Maria.	
	 “No	 one	 really	 knows	 how	 she	 was	
left	behind	or	how	she	ended	up	alone	for	
18	years.	 It’s	all	conjecture	at	this	point,	
because	 she	 never	 really	 got	 the	 chance	
to	 tell	 her	 story,”	 says	 Schiffer.	 Legend	
has	 it	 that	 sea	 otter	 hunter	 George	 Ni-
dever	 rescued	 her	 in	 1853	 and	 brought	
her	 to	 Santa	 Barbara	 where	 she	 died	
seven	weeks	 later.	Her	story	 is	 the	basis	
of	Scott	O’Dell’s	Island	of	the	Blue	Dol-
phins,	a	children’s	classic.	
	 “This	is	my	favorite	exhibit,”	says	Ka-
trina	 Maynez,	 13,	 referring	 to	 Michele	
Chapin’s	 Romancing	 the	 Stones,	 an	 as-
sortment	of	stone	sculptures,	on	display	
till	 October	 3rd.	 The	 Ventura	 artist	 is	
known	for	her	fondness	for	alabaster	be-
cause	it	is	translucent	and	can	be	worked	
by	 hand.	 Her	 many	 works	 include	 “La	
Sierna”,	 a	 Utah	 alabaster	 on	 California	
marble	 rendition	 and	 ”Moon	 Dance”,	 a	
California	alabaster	on	New	Mexico	trav-
ertine	masterpiece.	
	 Last	but	not	the	 least	 is	George	Stu-
art’s	 Liberty!	 The	 Genius	 of	 the	 People,	
an	 exhibit	 of	 one-fourth	 scale	 figurative	
sculptures	 of	 famous	 personalities	 in-
volved	 in	 the	 American	 Revolutionary	
period.	The	Ojai	native’s	sculptures	are	a	
sight	to	behold,	complete	with	facial	ex-
pressions	 and	 intricate	 costumes	 on	 the	
figures	of	George	III,	Benjamin	Franklin,	
Samuel	 Adams,	 James	 Madison,	 George	
and	Martha	Washington.	
Comprehensive library
	 For	 the	 history	 buff	 or	 the	 diligent

Continued on page 5

 In this issue we introduce a new sec-
tion called The Music Connection featur-
ing “Where The Music Flows” written by 
Michael Kohli.  If you like today’s music 
this brand new column is for you.  Mi-
chael is a music promoter who will write 
about Ventura ’s music scene and the mu-
sic industry in general.
 He has booked and networked with 
over 400 bands and has been writing 
music articles for 15 years. For example 
he has booked the “Phantoms” at The 
Dirty Vinyl in Ventura on July 18. So be 
sure to check out his articles in this and 
coming issues of the Breeze.

The Music Connection premieres!
See page 16!

L K
Hey,
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$35 one way, $65 round trip. Discounts for groups and charters.

FREE Parking at the Holiday Inn parking lot

 1080 Navigator Dr., Ventura   •   e-tickets online at www.venturashuttle.com    PSC 6291

805.650.6600

Summertime, and getting 
 to and from LAX is easy...

Andres Fernandez, co-owner of Ventura 
Harbor Comedy Club, continues providing 

excellence in entertainment at

1575 Spinnaker Dr., Ventura • Hours 11 - 11, 7 days a week

A Taste of Europe in Ventura Harbor!

Labor Day Weekend: Ventura Harbor’s Very First 
Wine And Cheese Festival, Hosted By Andres!$40 includes 

valet parking. Advance purchase $35

Free Tapas or dessert with 
purchase of a drink.

Valid with coupon only. Expires 8/31/10

Everyday Happy 
Hour 5 - 7

with live music Thursday through Sunday

8O5.642.WINE

with live music Thursday through Sundaywith live music Thursday through Sundaywith live music Thursday through Sundaywith live music Thursday through Sunday
Wine & Tapas Bar
Andres

Everyday Happy Everyday Happy Everyday Happy 

Complimentary lunch sandwich with minimum 
purchase of $10 from 11:30 to 1:30

Valid with coupon only. Expires 8/31/10

 •  100% of proceeds go directly to the establishment of Ventura Botanical 
  Gardens at Grant Park. 
 •  Held at the historic Santa Barbara Polo & Racquet Club, 3375 Foothill Road,  
  Carpinteria.  Free parking.
 •  Watch the prestigious Robert Skene Trophy Finals and stomp the divots 
  between matches.
 •  Sit on the sidelines in a private tented pavillion.
 •  Enjoy a gourmet lunch, no host bar, and complimentary lemonade and 
  iced tea.
 • Bid on fabulous silent auction items including trips, fi ne dining, original   
  artwork and much more.
 •  Participate in the Mens’ and Ladies’ Hat Contests and win a great prize.

Tickets for the event are $100 per person or $1,000 for a table of 10.
For more information and to buy tickets please go to 

www.venturabotanicalgardens.com
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	 75	 Ventura	 County	 children	 grades	
5	through	12	competed	in	the	first	Ven-
tura	 County	 Fair	 Poster	 Contest	 with	
entries	that	illustrated	the	Fair’s		2010	
Theme:	 “Western	 Nights	 and	 Carnival	
Lights”.	 	 Of	 these	 entries,	 three	 were	
chosen	by	a	panel	of	judges	as	the	win-
ners	 of	 the	 2010	 Ventura	 County	 Fair	
poster	Contest.
	 First	 Prize	 went	 to	 Kayalin	 Akens-
Irby	 (14)	 of	 Ventura	 for	 her	 rendition	
of	 horses	 bounding	 down	 a	 Ventura	
hillside	 and	 onto	 the	 carousel	 as	 the	
Fair	fireworks	explode	in	the	air	above.		
The	work	is	rendered	in	oil	pastels	on	
black	 paper	 in	 a	 playful	 style	 that	 is	
colorful	and	fun.
	 Barbara	 Quaid,	 Ventura	 County	
Fair	CEO	stated	“We	congratulate	the	

James Lockwood, Publicity-Marketing Director of the Ventura County Fairgrounds is shown pre-
senting the fair poster contest winner to the media at the poster un-veiling

14-year old Kayalin Akens-Irby 
wins the Fair poster contest

talented	 winners	 of	 this	 year’s	 con-
test,”	 	 adding	 “Every	 artist	 who	 en-
tered	 is	 valuable	 because	 you	 have	 all	
contributed	 to	 your	 community	 by	
sharing	your	talents.		You	have	told	us	
75	different	Fair	stories	 in	75	unique	
ways.	 	We	thank	every	child	who	par-
ticipated	 and	 encourage	 them	 all	 to	
continue	 making	 art	 and	 sharing	 it	
with	us	at	the	annual	Ventura	County	
Fair”.	
	 All	of	the	poster	entries	will	be	on	
display	at	the	Fair,	a	must	see.
	 Save	 gas	 while	 attending	 the	 Fair	
by	 parking	 at	 one	 of	 the	 convenient	
shuttles	 for	 an	 easy	 ride	 to	 the	 front	
gate!		Shuttle	stops	at	Ventura	County	
Government	Center,	Pacific	View	Mall,	
Ventura	 High	 School,	 Harbor	 Blvd	

at	 Schooner	 Drive,	 Ventura	 Unified	
School	 District	 Parking	 Lot	 and	 Ox-
nard	Performing	Arts	Center	on	Hob-
son	Way.
	 Or	 on	 weekends	 only	 take	 the	
Metrolink.	 Metrolink	 stops	 in	
Chatsworth,	 Simi	 Valley,	 Moorpark,	
Camarillo	and	Oxnard.

VC Fair presents 
exciting 
grandstand 
entertainment 
lineup and 
pre-fair pricing 
	 The	 Ventura	 County	 Fair	 means	
many	things	to	many	people.		Some	folks	
crave	the	yummy	Fair	food,	while	others	
enjoy	the	thrilling	rides	and	some	like	to	see	
the	 farm	 animals	 on	 display.	 What	 most	
people	 have	 in	 common	 is	 that	 everybody	
loves	the	Grandstand	Entertainment	Series	
free	with	paid	admission	to	the	Fair.	
	 The	 Grandstand	 Entertainment	 will	
start	 off	 on	 Wednesday,	 August	 4	 and	
Thursday,	August	5	with	Motor	Sports	and	
Demolition	Derby,	a	real	crowd	pleaser	and	
a	cool	way	to	‘rev	up’	the	fans	for	when	the	
concerts	begin.
	 Motor	 Sports	 events	 require	 a	 $5	 ad-
mission	in	addition	to	paid	Fair	admission.	
(Children	under	12	are	admitted	 free	with	
paid	Fair	admission).	
	 This	year’s	list	of	entertainers	is	a	who’s	
who	 of	 popular	 musical	 entertainers	 from	
many	different	corners	of	the	musical	world:
	 Wilson	 Phillips	 with	 Caitlin	 Crosby,	
Styx	with	Stray	Cat	Lee	Rocker’Los	Tucanes	
de	 Tijuana	 with	 Chuy	 Lizarraga,	 Miranda	
Lambert,Tony	Orlando	(matinee	only),	Boys	

Like	Girls,	Sublime	with	Rome,	Dierks	Bent-
ley,	 Creedence	 Clearwater	 Revisited,	 Satur-
day,	August	14	and	Sunday,	August	15	will	
round	out	the	Fair	with	good	old	Western	
style	rodeos	guaranteed	to	satisfy	your	taste	
for	action	and	adventure!
	 Ventura	County	Fair	offers	new	WOW!	
Passes	in	Pre-Fair	Savings	offerings!	12	days	
of	fun	at	a	Rockin’	Price!	One	Day	Admis-
sion	 Tickets	 will	 be	 sold	 Pre	 Sale	 for	 $9	
Adults	and	$6	Children.	Pre	sale	tickets	are	
on	sale	at	the	Ventura	County	Fairgrounds,	
Welcome	Center;	1000	Town	Center	Drive	
in	Oxnard,	and	on	line	at	www.venturacoun-
tyfair.org.
	 The	135th	annual	Ventura	County	Fair,	
“Western	 Nights	 and	 Carnival	 Lights”,	 be-
gins	Wednesday,	August	4	and	runs	through	
Sunday,	 August	 15.	 For	 more	 information	
please	 call	 648-3376	 or	 visit	 www.ventura-
countyfair.org.

Fair Parade 
applications 
being accepted 
until July 17
	 The	 2010	 Ventura	 County	 Fair	 is	
quickly	 approaching,	 which	 means	 that	
the	Fair	Parade	is	just	around	the	corner.	
If	you’re	part	of	a	community	service	organi-
zation,	band,	company,	or	any	other	group	
that	would	like	to	be	showcased,	be	sure	to	
get	your	Parade	application	in	by	July	17.
	 Making	a	Fair	Parade	Float	is	a	great	way	
to	get	to	know	others	in	your	organization	
and	to	showcase	the	activities	your	organi-
zation	 does	 in	 our	 community.	 Whether	
you’re	biking,	horseback	riding,	driving,	rid-
ing	a	float,	or	walking	through	the	Parade,	
you’re	sure	to	have	a	great	time!
	 The	applications	are	on	their	website	at	
www.venturacountyfair.org.



4  July 14 - July 27, 2010     

Ventura Breeze                                                                              www.venturabreeze.com                                                                          Your Hometown Paper                               

Ventura Breeze      

The Ventura Breeze is your free local community 
newspaper published every other Wednesday and 

circulated throughout Ventura and to many locations 
in Ojai and the Channel Islands Harbor located 

in Oxnard.

Publisher

Sheldon Brown
editor@venturabreeze.com

Pet editor

Professor Scamp
scampclub@venturabreeze.com

Contributing Writers

Tim Pompey • Rebecca Wicks
Nanci Cone • Karlene Lang

Mira Reverente • Peter Godinez
Sophia Kidd (from China)

Nelson Wallace • John Burke
Veronica Johnson

James Spencer • Shirley Lorraine
Lucille Montague

interns

Brooke Demchuck – Ventura High School
Kathryne Duckwitz – Ventura High School

Danielle Peak – University of San Diego

senior Advisors

Nanci Cone
Suz Montgomery

Advertising Advisors

Leselie Ann Matthias
leselie10@sbcglobal.net

Adele Rosales
a.rosales99@gmail.com

805.236.8438
Diane Grabau

d_grabau@yahoo.com

ProduCtion 
Alfred J. Lewis/studioNothing
alfred@studionothing.com

Printing

Roger Wirsing
American	Foothill	Publishing	Co.

------------------------------

REACHING	US:
events & hAPPenings

events@venturabreeze.com

oPinions

opinions@venturabreeze.com

ArtiCles And Photos

editor@venturabreeze.com

Advertising

advertising@venturabreeze.com

Ventura Breeze
1575	Spinnaker	Drive,	105B-393

Ventura,	CA	93001
805.653.0791		•		Fax	805.641.3158

C
The Ventura Breeze is printed with 

soy based ink on paper with minimum 
40% recycled content.

Opinion/Editorial
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Sheldon	Brown
Publisher

Human beings can alter their lives by altering their attitudes of mind.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 –William	James

For	more	than	a	cen-
tury	 the	 Honolulu	
Adviser	 has	 covered	
the	Hawaii	news.	
	 But	 Hawaii’s	
largest	 newspaper	
has	published	its	last	
edition	 after	 being	

bought	out	by	another	paper.	More	than	
400	 employees	 of	 the	 paper	 have	 lost	
their	jobs.
	 The	Advertiser	is	just	the	latest	major	
newspaper	to	shut	down	this	traditional	
media	 that	 has	 served	 us	 all	 so	 well	 for	
many-many	years.
	 This	 is	 why	 it	 is	 so	 important	 for	
readers,	and	especially	advertisers	to	con-
tinue	to	show	their	support	for	local	free	
newspapers	 (like	 us	 and	 the	 Reporter)	
so	that	you	can	continue	to	be	provided	
with	local	news	with	a	media	that	leaves	
your	 fingers	 black,	 doesn’t	 cause	 carpal	
tunnel	 syndrome	and	 that	you	can	 read	
anywhere	at	any	time.

	 Pirates	 will	 be	 invading	 the	 Harbor	
Village	on	July	16,17	and	18	for	the	pop-
ular	5th	annual	pirate	days	featuring	pi-
rate-themed	activities	for	the	entire	fam-
ily	including	dogs.
	 This	 will	 be	 the	 first	 event	 to	 draw	
very	 large	 crowds	 to	 the	 Harbor	 since	
they	 have	 initiated	 partial	 paid	 parking	
so	this	will	be	a	good	test	of	the	new	park-
ing	program.

	 Did	 you	 know	 that	 a	 gallon	 of	 mu-
nicipal	water	costs	 .00355	cents	per	gal-
lon	 delivered	 right	 to	 your	 faucet	 and	
that	bottled	water	costs	at	least	$1.00	per	
gallon.	
	 So	I	have	never	understood	why	peo-
ple	buy	bottled	water.	My	wife	says	that	

she	doesn’t	like	the	taste	of	Ventura	water	
but	it	tastes	just	fine	to	me.	And	tap	water	
actually	 has	 to	 pass	 more	 rigid	 require-
ments	than	bottled	water.

	 Recently	 the	 planning	 commission	
was	 hearing	 a	 case	 where	 a	 new	 restau-
rant	wanted	to	get	their	approval	to	serve	

liquor	and	a	member	of	the	commission	
asked	 the	 new	 owner	 if	 someone	 could	
“buy	a	six-pack	and	take	it	out”.
	 This	 was	 a	 shocking	 question	 for	 a	
member	of	the	commission	to	ask.	A	res-
taurant	 liquor	 license	doesn’t	allow	cus-
tomers	to	remove	liquor	from	the	site.
	 Hard	to	imagine	anyone	not	knowing	

this	especially	a	commissioner	who	deals	
with	 this	 type	 of	 request	 many-many	
times.	

	 I	 still	 feel	 that	 Doug	 Halter	 should	
have	 been	 elected	 to	 our	 city	 council.	
He	 makes	 such	 a	 great	 contribution	 to	
the	 city	 and	 is	 extremely	 knowledgeable	
about	 our	 history	 and	 involved	 in	 mak-
ing	this	an	even	better	place	to	live.
	 Recently	 I	 heard	 him	 speak	 at	 the	
community	 meeting	 to	 discuss	 the	
propped	 botanical	 gardens	 (he	 has	 been	
instrumental	in	getting	the	project	going)	
and	the	next	day	he	was	taking	tickets	at	
the	fourth	fireworks	at	Ventura	College.

	 The	 new	 Goodwill	 store	 downtown	
had	 opened	 and	 Brian	 (the	 manager)	
took	 me	 on	 a	 tour	 of	 the	 facility.	 I	 was	
extremely	 impressed	 with	 the	 quality	 of	
the	design	and	workmanship	and	of	the	
items	for	sale	(about	25%	are	brand	new	
stuff).
	 I	asked	him	if	they	will	be	able	to	keep	
the	 store	 looking	 so	 clean	 and	 neat	 and	
he	 assured	 me	 that	 they	 have	 the	 high-
est	 quality	 standards.	 I	 certainly	 hope	
that	they	can,	there	are	some	thrift	stores	
downtown	that	are	disgraceful	and	really	
distract	from	our	“historical	distract”.
	 This	 is	 why	 the	 city	 council	 has	 ad-
opted	new	regulations	for	the	design	and	
opening	of	future	thrift	stores.

	 The	Music	Under	the	Stars	has	start-
ed	at	the	Olivas	Adobe	on	Saturday	nights	
for	the	rest	of	the	summer.	This	is	one	of	
the	 nicest	 ways	 to	 spend	 an	 evening	 in	
Ventura.	 Wonderful	 music	 and	 you	 can	
bring	 your	 own	 food	 or	 purchase	 pre-
pared	meals	at	the	vent.	“Greta	Concerts	
at	Ventura’s	most	historic	party	site”.

If you look closely (try the prayer room) 
you might just see the ghost of Raymundo 
Olivas, his wife Teodora or one of their 21 
kids while enjoying the night at the Olivas 
Adobe

Breeze:
	 Regarding	proposed	changes	 for	 the	
pond	bird	sanctuary	at	Ventura	Harbor,	
my	hope	 is	 it	will	be	 left	as	 it	 is.	 	 It	 is	a	
beautiful	and	unique	enclave	of	pure	na-
ture	 that	 offers	 birds,	 such	 as	 the	 blue	
heron,	 a	 quiet,	 undisturbed	 haven.	 	 It	
doesn’t	take	much	to	disturb	these	birds.		
One	day	last	week,	a	friend	and	I	were	the	
only	ones	at	this	refuge,	quietly	walking	
the	dirt	trail	around	the	large	pond.		All	
along	 the	 way,	 the	 birds	 flew	 or	 swam	
away	from	each	area	we	passed	by.	

	 A	 proposal	 to	 put	 in	 man-made	 el-
ements	 to	 “adorn”	 this	 area,	 to	 widen	
paths,	to	build	bridges,	etc.,	 indicates	to	
me	it	will	no	longer	be	a	bird	sanctuary.		
I	 ask	 those	 who	 are	 planning	 these	 “en-
hancements”	 for	 this	 location	 to	 please	
consider	 redirecting	 their	 resources	 to	
a	 different	 project	 that	 would	 be	 better	
served.
Carol	Summers
Ventura
Scamp
 That is exactly why us doggies aren’t al-
lowed there, we would just disturb the birds 
“haven”.

Hi	Sheldon,	
	 The	Breeze	is	showing	up	on	a	regular	
basis	 in	 the	museum	and	at	my	favorite	
library	 pick	 up	 point.	 Not	 sure	 if	 you	
include	 Rainbow	 Bridge	 in	 your	 dis-
tribution	 but	 there	 is	 a	 shelf	 there	 for	
publications.
	 Here	is	follow	up	story	press	on	a	very	
successful	 “Bowled	 Over”	 auction	 fund-
raiser.	A	thanks	for	posting	the	first	no-
tice	of	this	event...all	that	you	post	for	the	
museum	adds	to	success	with	our	exhib-
its	and	events.
Best,
Myrna	Cambianica	
Publicity Coordinator, Ojai Valley Museum

Mr.	Sheldon	Brown
Publisher
Ventura	Breeze
Dear	Mr.	Brown:	I	saw	your	color	photo	
feature	story	on	the	front	page	of	the	June	
2-15,	2010	edition	of	the	Ventura	Breeze	
(regarding	Amtrak	striking	2	people		that	
were	on	the	railroad	tracks)	while	I	was	in	
town	 on	 business	 recently.	 It	 was	 a	 hor-

rific	and	sad	news	item.
	 Later,	 I	 saw	 a	 news	 story	 in	 the	 San	
Francisco	Chronicle	and	it	prompted	me	
to	write	to	you.
	 Perhaps	you	could	review	this	article	
and	the	one	that	one	of	your	staff	mem-
bers	 wrote	 in	 attempt	 to	 help	 them	 un-
derstand	that	the	wording	on	each	story	
is	critical.
	 Both	your	earlier	article	and	this	one	
from	the	Chronicle	perpetuate	the	myth	
that	 pedestrians	 can	 walk	 or	 sit	 on	 pri-
vate	railroad	property	with	immunity.
	 Clearly,	there	is	a	significant	“danger	
to	pedestrians”…	who	trespass	on	private	
or	public	railroad	property	and	they	risk	
injury	or	death.
	 I’m	seeing	the	reference	to	“pedestri-
ans”	in	the	media	throughout	California	
recently.
	 We	 should	 be	 trying	 to	 educate	 the	
public	to	 identify	trespassers	and	report	
them	to	 the	 local	police	agencies	 imme-
diately	so	that	they	can	take	enforcement	
action	when	necessary.
	 Clearly,	that	might	have	saved	at	least	
one	life	recently	in	Ventura	County	when	
these	 two	 (2)	 people	 were	 struck	 by	 an	
Amtrak	 train	 rounding	 a	 curve	 in	 Ven-
tura	where	the	trespassers	were	drinking	
and	 laying	 against	 the	 rails	 as	 the	 train	
approached	a	blind	curve.
	 It	is	evident	that	the	two	people	had	
been	sitting	near	the	tracks	and	drinking	
for	some	time.
	 Unfortunately,	neither	Union	Pacific	

(UP),	 Metrolink	 nor	 Amtrak	 police	 of-
ficers	 are	 likely	 to	 be	 involved	 in	 such	 a	
scenario.
	 Local	 police	 must	 be	 relied	 upon	 to	
intervene	 and	 they	 rely	 upon	 the	 local	
community	to	alert	them	so	that	they	can	
take	action	promptly.
	 Finally,	 it	 is	 also	 evident	 from	 the	
Chronicle	story	that	there	is	another	“vic-
tim”	in	each	one	of	these	incidents	–	it	is	
the	train	engineer	who	must	live	with	the	
trauma	of	being	involved	in	one	of	these	
incidents.
	 Thank	 you	 for	 considering	 my	
thoughts.
	Arthur	James	“A.J.”	Farrar,	M.S.
AJF	&	Associates,	Monterey
Breeze:
 AJF & Associates consists of experts in 
criminal justice, both active and retired, 
who possess a wide variety of expertise in 
management issues and law enforcement 
techniques.  
 We thank Mr. Farrar for taking the 
time to write to us and for reading the 
Breeze while he was here

Editor:
	 I	 only	 recently	 started	 reading	 the	
Ventura	 Breeze	 and	 have	 only	 been	 visi-
ting	the	ponds	(located	off	of	Spinnaker	
at	the	Wastewater	Treatment	Plant)	on	a	
regular	basis	for	about	6	months.	
	 I	was	curious	as	to	why	a	sign	looking	
for	volunteers	to	restore/rehabilitate	the

Continued on page 6
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Cultural 
Funding 
Program grant 
applications 
due July 26
	 The	 City	 of	 Ventura	 Cultural	 Fund-
ing	 Program	 2010-2011	 Arts	 Organiza-
tions	Grants	Guidelines	and	Application	
are	now	online	and	can	be	downloaded	
and	completed	by	July	26	as	a	fill-able	
document	 at	 http://www.cityofventu-
ra.net/cs/arts/public-art/cultural.	 For	
assistance	contact	Georgeanne	Lees	at	
654-7550	or	glees@cityofventura.net
	 The	 Cultural	 Funding	 Program	
annually	 awards	 grants	 to	 arts	 orga-
nizations	through	a	competitive	panel	
review	 process.	 On	 March	 30,	 2009,	
the	 Ventura	 City	 Council	 approved	
the	 components	 of	 the	 FY	 2009-10	
Proposed	Redesign	Plan	for	 the	City’s	
General	 Fund,	 which	 included	 reduc-
tions	 to	 the	 Cultural	 Funding	 Pro-
gram.	 For	 FY	 2010-11	 the	 total	 fund-
ing	 available	 through	 the	 competitive	
application	 process	 will	 be	 $90,000	
with	 grants	 ranging	 from	 $3,000	 to	
$20,000	 through	 a	 simplified	 online	
application.	 In	 order	 to	 equitably	
distribute	 this	 reduced	 funding,	 the	
Cultural	 Affairs	 Commission	 has	 ap-

by Camille Harris

	 On	 June	 14,	 the	 City	 Council	 voted	
to	 turn	 39	 more	 properties	 over	 to	 the	
county,	 for	nonpayment	of	penalties	for	
code	 violations.	 This	 began	 a	 process,	
started	 in	 2007,	 that	 can	 end	 in	 the	
city’s	 taking	 one’s	 home.	 That	 brings	
the	 number	 to	 126	 properties	 put	 on	
that	 scary	 path	 to	 foreclosure	 by	 the	
city	in	the	past	three	years.	
	 The	 city	 says	 it	 could	 go	 after	 the	
money	 through	 Small	 Claims	 Court,	
but	 that	 is	 too	 time	 consuming.	 Would	
Small	Claims	Court,	however,	be	a	kinder	
and	gentler	solution	than	putting	people	
through	 the	 stress	 of	 imagining	 them-
selves	homeless?	
	 When	 a	 foreclosure	 or	 a	 code	 lien	
happens	 on	 your	 block,	 the	 “comps”	 by	
which	 realtors	 assess	 the	 value	 of	 your	
home,	 take	 a	 serious	 dive,	 and	 every-
body	 loses.	The	net	worth	of	 the	entire	
city	could	eventually	be	reduced	by	this	
practice.	
	 Most	of	the	cited,	rather	than	endure	
the	 stress	 of	 foreclosure	 hanging	 over	
their	heads,	will	likely	sell	at	fire	sale	pric-
es.	 Believing	 there	 is	 no	 affordable	 way	
out	 for	 them,	 other	 than	 gutting	 a	 safe	
but	 un-permitted	 improvement,	 could	
cause	them	to	list	their	further	devalued	
property	at	the	bottom	of	the	market	and	
we	all	lose.		
	 With	nearly	75%	of	Ventura’s	homes	
over	 30	 years	 of	 age,	 maintenance	 for	
many	of	them	is	overdue.	After	a	house-
to-house	sweep	last	year	by	code	enforce-
ment,	the	city	issued	citations	to	over	90	
homeowners	 for	 un-permitted	 improve-
ments	 or	 maintenance.	 Now	 people	 are	
reluctant	to	pull	permits	for	fear	of	retro-
active	punishment.	
	 Forget	 solar	 conversion	 or	 that	 new	
roof.	What	is	lurking	in	your	home’s	past,	
for	which	you	could	be	cited?	Does	 this	

discourage	 maintenance	 and	 improve-
ments?	Will	fear	of	citations	cause	people	
to	defer	maintenance	and	push	our	town	
into	 disrepair?	 How	 will	 this	 affect	 jobs	
in	 the	 construction	 and	 home	 improve-
ment	industries?	How	can	the	city	get	off	
this	 merry-go-round	 of	 people	 trying	 to	
fix	their	homes	under	the	radar,	without	
permits,		to	avoid	further	citations?
	 If	 one	 can	 prove	 safe	 conditions,	
should	we	continue	to	 levy	citations	 for	
non-safety	violations,	such	as	changing	a	
faucet	or	windows?	Can	we	afford	to	con-
tinue	 to	 gut	 the	 little	 studios	 that	 have	
housed	 family	 members	 and	 the	 low-
income	 population	 for	 decades?	 If	 they	
are	safe,	should	we	just	grandfather	them	
and	let	them	be?		Should	amnesty	or	fee	
reduction	be	given	for	sins	of	the	past	if	a	
home	is	safe	and	well-kept?
	 These	are	the	kinds	of	issues	on	which	
the	 City	 Council	 wants	 your	 input.	 All	
Ventura	property	owners	and	renters	are	
invited	 to	 discuss	 and	 make	 recommen-
dations	on	these	issues	on	Saturday,	July	
24	at	10	am	to	12	pm	at	EP	Foster	School	
on	 Ventura	 Avenue	 at	 Pleasant	 Place.	
This	 meeting	 has	 been	 planned	 by	 your	
friends	and	neighbors	who	volunteer	on	
the	 Ventura	 Safe	 Housing	 Collaborative	
in	a	collaborative	effort	with	the	City	so	
the	voices	of	the	community	can	be	heard	
on	how	to	improve	our	code	enforcement	
policies.
Breeze:
 Camille Harris is a founding member 
of Preserve, Ensure and Protect Property 
(PEPP) which successfully advocated for the 
City to seat: The Ventura Safe Housing Collab-
orative. She is at Camille@camilleharris.com 
For online input, you can participate at www.
grandfatherventura.com   
 The city wants to hear from you and so do 
we at opinions@venturabreeze.com

The city wants your input: 
are we “eating our own?”

Museum of Ventura County
Continued from page 1
student,	 the	 research	 library	 on	 the	 sec-
ond	floor	is	a	treasure	trove	of	books,	pe-
riodicals,	 architectural	 maps,	 drawings,	
original	manuscripts,	photographs,	post-
cards	 and	 even	 county	 newspapers	 from	
the	1870s.	
	 Access	 to	 the	 “library”	 is	 free	 and	
everyone	 is	 welcome.	 “There	 were	 two	
groups	 of	 lawyers	 here	 recently,	 poring	
over	 maps	 and	 drawings	 and	 trying	 to	
get	materials	for	a	property	dispute,”	says	
Charles	Johnson,	librarian.
	 There	 is	 definitely	 something	 for	 ev-
eryone	 at	 the	 newly	 reopened	 museum	
and	 even	 more	 when	 the	 exhibit	 and	
gallery	 space	 triple	 in	 size	 with	 phase	
two	 of	 the	 expansion.	 Robin	 Wood-
worth,	 director	 of	 development	 says,	
“Come	and	check	us	out.	Reserve	about	
one	hour	of	your	time	to	make	the	most	
out	of	your	visit.”	
	 Museum	of	Ventura	County,	100	East	
Main	Street,	805.653.0323,	www.ventura-
museum.org
	 Hours:	 11	 a.m.	 to	 6	 pm,	 Tuesday	
through	 Sunday,	 open	 until	 8	 pm	 most	
first	Fridays
	 Admission:	 $4	 adults,	 $3	 seniors,	 $1	
children	6-17.	Members	and	children	un-
der	6	 free.	Free	Parking:	Adjacent	 to	 the	
Museum

News and Notes

CAPS-TV is 
seeking 
nominations	
	 Community	 Access	 Partners	 of	 San	
Buenaventura	(CAPS-TV),	a	501(c)3	non-
profit	 organization	 is	 seeking	 nominees	
for	two	open	board	seats	each	with	a	term	
of	two	years.		
	 Nominees	 must	 be	 at	 least	 eighteen	
years	 of	 age,	 an	 Individual	 Member	 in	
good	 standing	 of	 CAPS,	 living,	 working	
or	 attending	 school	 in	 the	 City	 of	 Ven-
tura,	and	must	complete	an	Application	
for	 Nomination.	 	 Completed	 Applica-
tions	for	Nomination	must	be	received	at	
the	CAPS	Media	Center	at	65	Day	Road	
no	 later	 than	5pm	Friday	August	6.	 	All	
forms	 must	 be	 original	 signed	 docu-
ments	 and	 received	 either	 by	 mail	 or	 in	
person.		No	faxes	will	be	accepted.		
	 For	 further	 information	 on	 becom-
ing	a	member	of	CAPS	or	for	answers	to	
other	questions	please	contact	658-0500	
or	info@capstv.org.	
	 CAPS	encourages	its	members	to	ac-
tively	participate	 in	the	election	process,	
as	a	candidate,	candidate	supporter	and/
or	 voter.	 	 In	 order	 to	 make	 CAPS	 and	
community	access	television	the	best	that	
it	can	be	in	Ventura	your	involvement	is	
greatly	needed.

	 Officers	from	the	Ventura	Police	De-
partment	(VPD)	once	again	participated	
in	 the	 annual	 Southern	 California	 Law	
Enforcement	Torch	Run	(LETR)	benefit-
ing	 Ventura	 County	 Special	 Olympics.	
2010	marks	the	thirteenth	year	the	VPD	
has	participated	in	the	annual	LETR.
	 On	 June	 10	 a	 brief	 ceremony	 took	
place	on	the	steps	of	Ventura’s	City	Hall.		
In	attendance	were	Special	Olympics	Re-
gional	 Director	 Peggi	 Preston,	 Ventura	
Police	 Chief	 Ken	 Corney	 (who	 will	 also	
be	 running	 a	 leg),	 City	 Officials,	 Spe-
cial	 Olympic	 Athletes,	 and	 members	 of	
the	 VPD.	 	 Upon	 conclusion	 of	 the	 cer-
emony	the	Special	Olympics	Torch,	also	
known	as	the	Flame	of	Hope,	was	carried	
through	the	streets	of	Ventura	by	Special	
Olympic	 Athletes	 and	 members	 of	 the	
VPD.	 	 Members	 of	 the	 public	 were	 on	
hand	to	cheer	the	participants	on	as	the	
Flame	of	Hope	made	its	way	through	the	
streets	of	Ventura.		

Members of the VPD as they make their way through the streets of Ventura during the annual law 
enforcement torch run

Ventura Police Department 
officers participated in the Law 
Enforcement Torch Run

	 The	Special	Olympics	Southern	Cali-
fornia	LETR	is	comprised	of	nine	differ-
ent	“legs”	ranging	from	San	Luis	Obispo	
to	the	California-Mexico	border.		Legs	are	
run	 in	 conjunction	 with	 various	 mem-
bers	 of	 law	 enforcement	 agencies	 from	
throughout	the	region	and	Special	Olym-
pic	Athletes.		
	 The	 LETR	 is	 an	 international	 fund-
raising	 and	 public	 awareness	 campaign	
for	 Special	 Olympics	 comprised	 of	 the	
Torch	Run,	Tip-A-Cop	and	other	 fund-
raising	events.		
	 For	 over	 twenty-two	 years,	 Ventura	
County	 law	 enforcement	 agencies	 have	
been	raising	tens	of	thousands	of	dollars	
annually	to	benefit	Special	Olympics	of	
Ventura	County.		
	 For	 additional	 information	 on	 the	
LETR,	 or	 the	 Special	 Olympics	 orga-
nization,	 visit	 the	 Special	 Olympics	 of	
Southern	 California	 website	 at	 www.
sosc.org.

Harvest ArtWalk
Continued from page 1
World	Hunger	in	Five	Years”—	in	support	
of	the	United	Nations	summit	of	leaders	in	
September	 to	 assess	 Millennium	 Develop-
ment	 Goals	 to	 reduce	 extreme	 poverty	 by	
2015.	 More	 at	 http://www.un.org/millenni-
umgoals/.	
	 ArtWalk	is	a	free,	twice-per-year,	self-guid-
ed	weekend	walking	tour	of	200	established	
and	emerging	artists	at	over	80	galleries,	stu-
dios	 and	 eclectic	 gallery-for-a	 day	 venues	 in	
Ventura’s	 Downtown	 Cultural	 District,	 just	
steps	from	the	beach	and	Ventura	Pier.

Venturans in the news
Continued from page 1
for	 the	 Navy	 football	 team.	 	 He	 helped	
make	 the	 2009	 football	 season	 one	 to	 re-
member.	In	his	four	years,	the	team	achieved	
four	 Commander-In-Chief	 Trophies,	 two	
wins	 against	 Notre	 Dame	 and	 culminat-
ed	 this	 year	 with	 a	 win	 at	 the	 Texas	 Bowl.		
Finnerty	 received	 the	 Commander	 Ralph	
Sentmann	 Award,	 which	 honors	 the	 grad-
uating	 senior,	 varsity	 football	 player,	 for	
achieving	the	greatest	increase	in	class	stand-
ing	from	Plebe	year	to	First	Class	year.		
	 Considered	one	of	the	top	educational	
institutions	 in	 the	 country,	 the	 U.S.	 Naval	
Academy	was	founded	in	1845	and	has	grad-
uated	more	than	60,000	men	and	women	as	
Naval	and	Marine	Corps	Officers.	
	 Ensign	Finnerty	is	a	2005	graduate	of	St.	
Bonaventure	High	School	in	Ventura.

proved	many	temporary	changes	to	the	
guidelines	available	on	the	website.	
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Ventura
Book Festival

The Fifth Annual

California Literary Arts Society presents

Saturday, July 17, 2010 – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Ventura Beach

More information at www.literaryarts-ca.org
or call 805-524-6970

FREE ADMISSION TO EXHIBIT HALL
AUTHORS, PUBLISHERS, BOOK SELLERS, & MORE 

SEMINARS & PANEL DISCUSSIONS
AWARD-WINNING WRITERS, LITERARY EXPERTS, AGENTS, & EDITORS

Thanks to our sponsors

Appraisal day 
comes back to 
the Museum  

Does	 that	 vase	 your	 grandmother	
gave	you	have	more	than	sentimental	val-
ue?	Do	you	suspect	your	bookshelf	holds	
a	 valuable	 first	 edition,	 or	 do	 you	 think	
you	made	a	real	find	at	a	garage	sale?	Find	
out	at	Museum	of	Ventura	County’s	Ap-
praisal	Day.
	 On	 Wednesday,	 July	 21,	 you	 can	 get	
a	verbal	auction	estimate	of	worth	from	
the	 experts	 at	 Bonhams	 &	 Butterfields.	
The	event	hours	are	10	a.m.	to	noon,	and	
1	to	3	p.m.
	 Cost	 is	 $15	 per	 item	 for	 guests,	 $5	
per	item	for	museum	members	(member-
ships	will	be	available	for	purchase),	with	
a	limit	of	five	items	per	person.	Appraisal	
Day	 is	 always	 well	 attended,	 so	 plan	 on	
plenty	of	time	to	wait	outside:	first	come,	
first	served,	no	appointments.	Estimates	
are	 given	 in	 the	 following	 areas	 only:	
fine	art,	furniture,	decorative	arts,	books	
and	 manuscripts,	 jewelry,	 prints,	 photo-
graphs,	 and	 Asian	 pieces.	 Proceeds	 will	
benefit	museum	programs.	
	 For	 further	 information	 go	 to	 www.
venturamuseum.org	or	call	653-6715.

by Tim Pompey

	 Dig	deep	into	thrift	store	operations	
and	you’ll	discover	they	are	as	diverse	as	
fish	 in	 the	 sea.	 Some	 operate	 as	 chariti-
es.	 Others	are	 in	business	for	profit.	Some	
are	small	and	look	like	garages.	Others	have	
thousands	 of	 feet	 of	 floor	 space.	 The	 core	
of	 their	 operations	 seem	 to	 center	 around	
second-hand	 clothes.	 But	 even	 that	 varies	
from	store	to	store,	and	some	actually	mix	
in	new	items	with	used	inventory.	Other	po-
pular	 selections	 include	 furniture,	 electro-
nics,	dishware,	books,	old	records,	VHS	mo-
vies,	and	CDs.	The	most	unique	products	I	
observed	were	bicycles.	At	one	store,	“new”	
old-fashioned	bicycles	were	displayed	on	the	
sidewalk	and	inside	the	store.	Just	imagine.	
You	could	walk	in	looking	for	pants	and	ride	
off	on	a	bike.	A	novel	sales	approach.
	 Further	down	Main	Street,	in	midtown	
Ventura,	 the	 Assistance	 League	 has	 opera-
ted	their	thrift	store,	the	Bargain Box,	since	
1990.	Calling	themselves	an	“upscale	resa-
le”	thrift	shop,	you	can	tell	the	volunteers	
at	AL	take	great	pains	to	sort	through	and	
display	their	items.	It	has	a	boutique	feel	-	
designer	 clothes	 neatly	 organized,	 books	
classified	 and	 labeled,	 glassware	 tastefully	
displayed	in	the	windows.	
	 Gene	Pitman,	the	Bargain Box	Manager,	
is	 aware	 of	 the	 new	 City	 ordinance	 and	
isn’t	 worried:	 “People	 who	 come	 here	
know	 they	 shouldn’t	 drop	 things	 off	 at	
the	door,	and	even	if	dumping	rarely	hap-
pens,	we	take	care	of	it	immediately.”	
	 Judging	 by	 the	 setup	 in	 back,	 these	
volunteers	are	a	well-oiled	machine.	By	the	

time	donations	end	up	on	the	shelf,	they’ve	
been	thoroughly	overhauled.	AL	is	a	501c3	
nonprofit	 organization	 that	 is	 active	 in	
numerous	 charitable	 causes	 around	 the	
county.	 They	 admit	 that,	 with	 low	 over-
head	 and	 volunteer	 management,	 their	
store	is	profitable.	“The	only	expense	we	
have	 is	 rent,”	Pitman	says.	 In	 regards	 to	
their	 charitable	 work,	 she	 adds	 that	 the	
store	“is	important	because	it	provides	us	
an	ongoing	source	of	revenue.”
	 If	you’re	interested	in	making	a	tax	de-
ductible	donation	to	a	charitable	thrift	sto-
re,	 you	 should	 do	 your	 homework	 about	
which	store	to	support.	Not	all	thrift	stores	
that	 promote	 charitable	 causes	 are	 501c3	
nonprofits.	 I	 did	 some	 simple	 online	 re-
search	 and	 found	 at	 least	 two	 in	 Ventura	
posting	signage	for	a	charitable	cause	even	
though	they	were	not	listed	in	Publication 78,	
the	IRS	publication	that	keeps	a	current	list	
of	tax	deductible	organizations.	If	you	have	
doubts	 about	 a	 thrift	 store’s	 current	 non-
profit	 status,	 you	 can	 easily	 go	 online	 and	
check:		http://www.irs.gov/charities.
	 Thrift	stores	are	a	way	of	life	in	Ventura.	
Like	it	or	not,	they’re	a	vital	part	of	down-
town	business.	It	will	be	interesting	to	see,	
as	 the	 new	 rules	 take	 effect,	 what	 if	 any	
changes	will	be	on	display	at	their	business	
sites.	 One	 thing’s	 for	 certain.	 People	 love	
a	 bargain	 and	 thrift	 stores	 are	 still	 great	
places	to	find	deals.	And	as	long	as	deals	are	
available	 and	 profits	 are	 made,	 thrift	 sto-
res	will	continue	to	thrive	as	a	part	of	the	
downtown	scenery.

David vs. 
Goliath (except 
the giant wins)
by Ventura Girl

	 According	 to	 city	 officials	 all	 that	 is	
left	 before	 a	 Walmart	 breaks	 ground	 in	
Ventura	are	a	few	“minor	details.”		Earlier	
this	month	Walmart	got	a	positive	review	
from	the	city’s	design	review	committee.		
	 How	 positive?	 	 They	 are	 now	 down	
to	 haggling	 over	 things	 like	 trees	 and	 tree	
placement	in	the	parking	lot.		
	 What	this	means	is	despite	community	
group	 protests,	 a	 whole	 lot	 of	 trees	 killed	
in	the	form	of	flyers	and	signs,	and	a	failed	
ballot	measure	Walmart	is	closer	than	ever	
before	to	opening	a	store	on	Victoria	Avenue	
where	the	old	Kmart	resided.
	 Bottom	line:		big	companies	are	big	for	
a	reason.		They	are	strong.		They	have	deep	
pockets	and	smart	people	working	for	them.		
With	these	tools	they	seduce	virtually	every-
one	 –	 yes	 everyone,	 not	 just	 city	 officials	 –	
into	falling	in	love	with	them.		
	 There	is	not	a	definite	timeline	for	when	
Walmart	will	get	the	final	nod	from	the	city,	
nor	would	a	Walmart	spokesperson	divulge	
how	fast	a	Walmart	store	would	be	up-and-
running	once	they	were	granted	a	final	OK.		
We	do	know	that	Walmart	already	has	a	lease	
for	the	land	and	we	know	they	are	big	and	
strong	(see	reference	in	previous	paragraph).
	 I’m	 torn	 on	 this	 one.	 	 Our	 city	 needs	
money.	 	You	can	argue	monies	are	not	be-
ing	spent	wisely	by	city	folk,	but	unless	some	
Fortune	100	company	sweeps	in,	purchases	
the	city	of	Ventura	and	reorganizes	it	like	a	
private	company,	our	best-case	scenario	for	
an	uplift	in	city	revenues	might	very	well	be	
an	increase	in	sales	tax.		
	 My	point	is	a	Walmart	in	Ventura	equals	
more	cash	register	cha-chinging	in	our	city	(I	
know	they	don’t	cha-ching	anymore).
	 Also,	our	city	needs	new	businesses	and	
jobs	and	we’re	not	exactly	known	for	being	
a	 welcoming	 place	 toward	 the	 corporate	
world.	 	 If	 Walmart	 does	 not	 open	 a	 store	
what	will	go	in	that	shopping	center	which	
aside	from	Trader	Joe’s	looks	much	like	a	pit	
of	despair?
	 According	 to	 Walmart	 the	 98,000	
square-foot	store	will	hire	upwards	of	300	em-
ployees.		I	asked,	and	Walmart	does	not	have	
a	policy	of	giving	preference	to	local	city	resi-
dents	when	it	comes	to	jobs	–	but	hey,	maybe	
I	put	the	idea	in	their	head	for	later,	right?
	 Now,	before	you	hit	“send”	on	that	email	
to	my	editor	about	how	we’re	all	city	official-
loving	writers	at	the	Breeze	understand	that	
I	personally	do	not	shop	at	Walmart.		I	avoid	
it	like	the	plague.		I’ve	been	in	two	different	
Walmart	stores	in	my	life	and	both	I	would	
akin	to	third	world	countries	–	disorganized,	
dirty	and	generally	chaotic.		I’m	sure	you	can	
get	great	deals	there,	but	I’ve	found	if	I	shop	
smart	enough,	I	can	avoid	going	anywhere	
near	that	shopping	center	in	Oxnard.
	 I	 would	 love	 to	 see	 smaller	 companies	
move	 into	 our	 city	 and	 think	 we	 should	
explore	 measures	 such	 as	 irresistible	 tax-
incentives	to	entice	them	here.	 	 I	 think	the	
Walmarts	of	the	world	are	scary	because	they	
can	 control	 economies	 of	 scale,	 they	 have	
the	 ability	 to	 eliminate	 their	 competition	
all	while	barely	receiving	a	scratch	and	their	
stores	are	generally	aesthetically	really	ugly.
	 That	said	I	do	shop	at	Trader	Joe’s	and	
am	deeply	concerned	about	that	parking	lot.		
Recently	I	was	there	on	a	Friday	afternoon	
and	had	to	park	past	the	Carl’s	Jr.	 	I	think	
both	the	city	and	Walmart	are	being	igno-
rant	 of	 the	 eminent	 traffic	 ramifications,	
and	the	whole	“we’ll	fix	it	when	it	happens	
attitude”	is	just	plain	stupid.
	 I	can	only	imagine	what	it	will	look	like	

Downtown thrift stores thrive on 
discounts, Part II

in	there	when	Walmart	moves	in	–	at	least	
there	will	be	some	nicely	placed	trees	to	look	
at	when	waiting	to	get	out	of	the	lot.

Mailbox
Continued from page 4
area	had	been	taken	down.	I	was	quite	dis-
mayed	by	the	implication	that	the	area	needs	
to	be	improved.	If	the	attraction	is	to	watch	
the	birds,	it	shouldn’t	be	surprising	that	the	
birds	probably	wouldn’t	favor	a	large	influx	
of	 visitors,	 much	 less	 artwork.	 I	 can’t	 help	
but	think	that	the	perilous	economic	con-
ditions	perhaps	experienced	by	harbor	busi-
nesses	has	something	to	do	with	this.	
	 I	 was	 also	 dismayed	 that	 there	 didn’t	
seem	to	be	anyway	that	I	or	concerned	folks	
can	influence	the	decisions	that	are	looming	
in	2011.	Nature	doesn’t	need	to	be	improved	
upon.	 It’s	 as	 simple	 as	 that.	 I	 would	 hope	
that	the	goal	would	be	to	maintain	a	good	
environment	for	the	birds	who	live	here	or	
rest	here	en	route	to	elsewhere.	I’ll	be	com-
bing	through	your	article	again	to	look	for	
ways	that	an	amateur	bird	watcher	can	inf-
luence	these	decisions
Jo	Ann	Van	Reenan
Oxnard

Dear	Sheldon,
	 On	 behalf	 of	 the	 Rotary	 Club	 of	 Ven-
tura,	I	wish	to	thank	you	for	the	article	that	
appeared	 in	 the	 June	 16-29,	 2010	 edition	
of	the	Ventura	Breeze.		We	are	grateful	for	
your	support	of	our	projects	to	benefit	the	
community.
	 I	continue	to	be	impressed	by	the	Ven-
tura	Breeze.		It	is	a	great	pleasure	to	read	a	
newspaper	that	prints	so	much	positive	news.		
Our	community	has	many	organizations	and	
citizens	worthy	of	recognition.		In	a	world	of	
so	many	negatives,	the	Ventura	Breeze	stands	
out	 as	 is	 a	 positive.	 	 Good	 news	 changes	
people’s	attitudes	and	promotes	affirmative	
thoughts	for	the	important	things	in	life.
	 Thank	you	for	your	support	of	our	com-
munity	and	its	citizens.
Best	regards,
Kristin	Taylor
Public	Relations	Chair
Rotary	Club	of	Ventura
Sheldon
 Thank you for your kind words, Kristin. We 
are fortunate to live in a city that doesn’t have too 
much bad news to present, and organizations like 
Rotary that make our city even better.
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Ventura Family 
YMCA events

The	Ventura	Family	YMCA	will	host	
their	10th	Annual	Fun	and	Fitness	5K	on	
July	31	starting	at	8	a.m.	Event	proceeds	
will	help	to	fund	the	YMCA	Open	Doors	
Programs	 which	 ensures	 that	 no	 one	 is	
every	 turned	 away	 due	 to	 their	 inability	
to	pay.
	 The	event	includes	a	5K	run	or	walk	
around	the	city	of	Ventura,	a	live	perfor-
mance	 by	 the	 local	 rock	 band	 Expres-
sions,	 family	 entertainment	 and	 a	 pan-
cake	 breakfast	 after	 the	 run	 catered	 by	
Cypress	Place	for	all	who	participate.		
	 All	pre-registered	participants	will	re-
ceive	a	5K	T-shirt	and	the	first	100	people	
will	 receive	 a	 YMCA	 goodie	 bag.	 Also,	
participants	will	be	able	to	use	the	YMCA	
facility	before	and	after	the	race.	
	 Pre-registration	 is	 $30	 for	 individu-
als	and	$65	for	families	and	can	be	taken	
at	 the	 Ventura	 Family	 YMCA	 or	 online.	
Race	day	registrations	will	be	$35	for	an	
individual	and	$80	for	a	family.		The	en-
try	fee	includes	a	commemorative	race	t-
shirt	and	a	raffle	ticket.
	 To	 register	 for	 the	 Ventura	 Family	
YMCA	Fun	and	Fitness	5K	visit	www.ci-
ymca.org/ventura	 or	 for	 more	 informa-
tion	contact	Rich	Gross	at	642-2131	ext.	
22	or	email	rich.gross@ciymca.org.	
	 The	Ventura	YMCA	will	also	be	host-
ing	free	movie	nights	for	the	community	
this	summer.	Films	will	be	played	at	the	
back	 parking	 lot	 of	 the	 YMCA	 for	 that	
good	 old	 drive-in	 movie	 feel	 on	 July	 23	
and	on	August	20.	
	 All	 movies	 will	 start	 promptly	 at	
8p.m	 and	 everyone	 is	 encouraged	 to	
bring	blankets,	snacks	and	friends	to	the	
showings.		
	 Another	family	activity	hosted	by	the	
Ventura	 YMCA	 is	 “Parent’s	 Night	 Out”.	
Parents	can	drop	off	their	children	at	the	
YMCA	for	 three	and	half	hours	and	en-
joy	a	night	out!	Parent’s	Night	Out	takes	
place	 every	 other	 Friday	 of	 the	 month	
and	starts	at	6p.m.	Cost	is	$15	per	child	
and	$10	for	additional	children.
For	more	information	on	Summer	Movie	
Nights	and	Parent’s	Night	Out	visit	www.
ciymca.org/ventura		or	call	642-2131.
	 The	Ventura	Family	YMCA	is	located	
at	3760	Telegraph	Rd.

Community Events

Oxnard Salsa 
Festival 
announces 
line-up

The	 Oxnard	 Salsa	 Festival	 has	 an-
nounced	 the	 line-up	 of	 this	 year’s	 local	
“stars”	 who	 will	 be	 participating	 in	 the	
2010	 Dancing	 with	 Our	 Community	
Stars	Dance	Contest	&	Charity	Fundrais-
er.	Presented	by	the	Oxnard	Downtown-
ers	 in	partnership	with	FOOD	Share	on	
Sunday,	July	25,	1	to	2pm
	 Over	the	past	three	years,	the	Oxnard	
Salsa	Festival’s	dance	competition	fund-
raiser	has	raised	more	than	$115,000	for	
local	charities.	This	year’s	goal	is	an	am-
bitious	one	--	to	raise	at	least	$75,000.
	 This	 year’s	 stars	 are	 Art	 Chapparo	
dancing	 on	 behalf	 of	 Aspiranet,	 Doug	
Green	 is	 dancing	 for	 the	 Social	 Justice	
Fund	 for	 Ventura	 (Green	 will	 partner	
with	 Vanessa	 Hernandez,	 an	 instructor	
at	House	of	Dance	in	Ventura),	Mary	Ol-
son	is	General	Manager	of	KCLU	Radio,	
Will	 Reed	 is	 passionate	 about	 the	 issue	

of	 homelessness,	 based	 in	 Ventura,	 Jac-
queline	 Rains-Turk	 (Jax)	 is	 Chief	 Execu-
tive	 Officer	 of	 Girl	 Scouts	 of	 California	
Central	Coast	(GSCCC)	and	Sandra	Laby	
from	Ventura.
	 Sandra Laby	has	been	a	key	support-
er	of	the	Ventura	Music	Festival	since	its	
inception	 16	 years	 ago	 and	 a	 member	
of	its	Board	of	Directors	for	the	past	15	
years.		A	resident	of	Ventura,	she	is	mar-
ried	to	Jordan	Laby,	also	an	arts	advocate.
	 Laby,	who	has	served	on	the	Ventura	
Music	 Festival	 (VMF)	 Board	 of	 Direc-
tors	for	over	16	years,	is	dancing	to	raise	
money	for	and	awareness	of	the	VMF	and	
its	 mission	 to	 bring	 world-class	 musi-
cians	 and	 educational	 outreach	 music	
programs	 to	 youth	 during	 their	 annual	
music	festival	each	May.
	 In	 addition	 to	 supporting	 the	 Ven-
tura	 Music	 Festival,	 Sandra	 and	 Jordan,	
are	also	actively	involved	on	the	Boards	of	
the	New	West	Symphony,	Ventura	Coun-
ty	 Ballet	 Co.,	 Rubicon	 Theater	 Co.	 and	
San	Buenaventura	Arts	organizations.		
	 The	 17th	 Annual	 Oxnard	 Salsa	 Fes-
tival	is	a	celebration	of	all	things	salsa	…	
the	food,	the	music	and	the	dance

Ventura Live 
Wire 
compiled by Michael Kohli 

	 Greetings,	fellow	music	friends	&	fans	
here	in	Ventura.	This	is	a	listing	of	some	
upcoming	 shows	 here	 in	 the	 805/Ven-
tura	 County.	 If	 you	 have	 shows	 coming	
up	–	please	e-mail	me	at	venturalivewire@
gmail.com.	Please	give	at	least	2	weeks	ad-
vance	notice!	

Upcoming Show Dates: 

Bombay Bar & Grill 
143	S.	California	St	(805)	643-4404	Ext.	3	
http://www.bombaybarandgrill.com	
Wed. July 14:	 Ventura	 Allstar	 Blues	
Night	
Thurs. July 15:	Jamie	Wyatt,	The	New	
Murphys	
Fri. July 16:	The	Shoemaker	Brothers,	
VC	 Sound	 presents	 SoulVang	 &	 Sus-
pect	6	
Sat. July 17:	Hindsite	
Sun. July 18:	Dynamo	Jump,	Cynthia	
Manley	

The Dirty Vinyl 
1644	E.	Thompson	Blvd	
http://www.myspace.com/thedirtyvi-
nyl	
Tuesday	 Nights	 in	 July:	 Open	 Mic	
Night	with	Kimmy	Lenwell	
Fri. July 16:	 Jump	 Cat	 Jump,	 Dead-
beat	Sinners,	&	Bloody	Reunion	(Elton	
Donaldson	Bday	Show).	
Sun. July 18:	Phantoms,	Roman	Can-
dle	Wars,	&	The	Never	Never	

Epic Ventura 
2855	Johnson	Dr.	(805)	650-1213	
http://www.epicventura.com	
Sat. July 17: Rebellion	
Sun. July 18:	 Luis	 Campos	 Trio	 w/	
Collinz	Room	
Sat. July 24:	Rock	4	Life	presents:	Al-
akrity	feat.	16	Scandals	

The Majestic Ventura Theater 
26	S.	Chestnut	St.	(805)	653-0721	
http://www.venturatheater.net	
Sat. July 17:	Dead	Man’s	Party	(Oingo	
Boingo	Tribute)	
Sun. July 18:	(Hed)	P.E.	
Sat. July 24:	Shadows	of	Aries,	Emily’s	
Army,	Bird	Brain,	Dreamy	Superdrive,	
&	All	Roads	To	Canada	
Sun. July 25:	The	Game	

Olivas Adobe	
4200	 Olivas	 Park	 Dr.,	 Ventura	 (805)	
658-4726	
http://www.olivasadobe.org	
Sat. July 17:	Cascada	
Sat. July 24:	Upstream	

Rock City Studios 
2258	 Pickwick	 Dr,	 Camarillo	 (805)	
383-3555	
http://www.rockcitystudios.org	
Sat. July 17:	“Lions,	Tigers	&	Bears”	
Tue. July 20:	Bamf	
Thur. July 29:	Monster	Eats	The	Pilot	

Watermark/W2O Rooftop Lounge 
598	E.	Main	St.	Ventura	(805)	643-6800	
http://www.watermarkonmain.com	
Thursdays	 in	 July:	 Lee	 Koch	 &	 Guy	
Martin	
Sat. July 17:	Inna	Rude	Mood	
Sat. July 24: Mini	Driver	
Sun. July 25:	Dr.	M	
Fri. July 30: The	Legalizers	

Zoey’s Cafe 
185	 East	 Santa	 Clara	 Street,	 Ventura,	
CA	(805)	652-1137	
http://www.zoeyscafe.com	
Wed. July 14:	 Man	 &	 Wife	 (Erika	 &	
Brent	Harding),	Blimp	
Thurs. July 15:	Tony	Lucca,	Ernie	Hal-
ter,	&	Trent	Hancock	
Fridays in July 16:	Guggenheim	Grot-
to	
Sat. July 17:	 Jay	 Nash,	 Joe	 Firstman,	
Rachel	Sage	
Wed. July 21:	Ones	To	Watch	Singer/
Songwriters	Open	Mic	
Thurs. July 22:	Tom	Freund,	Sally	Jaye	
Fri. July 23:	Guggenheim	Grotto	
Sat. July 24:	 The	 Sunshine	 Brothers	
featuring	Owen	Plant,	Delaney	Gibson	
	
	
	

Unveiling the 
Master Plan 
for Ventura 
Botanical 
Gardens
by John Burke
Landscape Architect

	 After	eight	months	of	study	and	two	
public	 workshops,	 Ventura	 Botanical	
Gardens	 volunteers	 revealed	 their	 vision	
for	 Grant	 Park	 and	 the	 world-class	 bo-
tanical	 garden	 they	 hope	 to	 create.	 This	
would	 be	 a	 public/private	 partnership	
with	the	citizens	providing	the	land	and	
VBG	 creating	 and	 maintaining	 the	 gar-
dens.	
It	was	standing	room	only	at	the	Seaview	
Hills	 Community	 Room	 as	 landscape	
architects	 Mia	 Lehrer	 +	 Associates	 pre-
viewed	the	Master	Vision	Plan.	
	 I	think	of	the	plan	in	three	parts:	the	
Collections,	 which	 are	 the	 various	 gar-
dens,	 the	 Programs,	 which	 are	 activities	
and	their	necessary	facilities	and	the	Cir-
culation,	which	knits	it	all	together.	The	
Collections	I	give	an	A,	the	Program	a	B	
and	the	Circulation,	which	is	the	hardest	
part,	 I	 give	 a	 reluctant	 D.	 I	 could	 add	 a	
fourth,	the	Money	which	is	right	now	an	
incomplete.
	 The	Collections	will	contain	gardens	
from	 the	 world’s	 five	 Mediterranean	 cli-
mates:	the	Mediterranean	basin,	parts	of	

Continued on page 12
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Kids Pirate
Boot Camp!

       July 16

           Call 477-0470
           for reservations.

Saturday only:  Come Early $5 Pancake Breakfast with Pirates
9 – 11 a.m. at The Greek at the Harbor 

Pirate Pet Costume Contest 3 p.m.

Sunday only: Ojai Rapture Center Bird Of Prey Show at 3 p.m.

Professional Pirate Sword Shows
Pirate Costume Contests — Win Tickets to Disneyland!

Pirate Magician Shows  •  Pirate Bands
Treasure Hunt  •  Free Tattoos  •  “Arrgh-bor” Tours 

Learn Pirate Lingo  •  Pirate Cove Vendors 
  Enter to Win a Pirate Chest & $100 in Gold $1 Coins!

Adult Pub
Crawl!

       July 16

           Call 477-0470
           for reservations.

Ride the Free Shuttle at Harbor Blvd. & Schooner on Saturday & Sunday from Noon – 5 p.m.

Pacific Coast Coin and Currency

M-F 10:00-5:30   

SAT 10:00-4:00
1 Blk. East of Seaward, at  

Loma Vista & Main

805-648-2556   2555 E. Main St., Ventura Ca. 93003



Your Hometown Paper                                                                      www.venturabreeze.com                                                                                 Ventura Breeze    

9         July 14 - July 27, 2010 Ventura Breeze      

Community Events

Mon-Thur 11am to 9pm  •  Fri-Sat 11am to 10pm  •  Sunday 10am to 9pm

138 W. Main St., Ventura    805.652.0338
Across from Vons

Happy Hours

Monday to Friday

4 to 7pm

Live Music

Friday Nights

Mexican Food.
Margaritas.
Happy Hour.
Salsa Bar.

Mexican Food.
Margaritas.
Happy Hour.
Salsa Bar.

Award WinningAward Winning

Ventura

CamarilloOxnard

Simi Valley

www.yolandasmexicancafe.com

Venturan Toni Jannotta, who was moved to 
help the homeless will be appearing at the WAV 
in August

Toni Jannotta 
interview
by Donald Sommerfield 

	 Toni	 Jannotta	 is	 a	 jazz	 singer.	 	 Last	
year	 she	 was	 awarded	 a	 grant	 partially	
funded	 by	 the	 City	 of	 Ventura	 Cultural	
Arts	Division	,	to	record	her	third	CD,	Is	
It	 Magic?	 She	 wrote	 the	 music	 and	 lyr-
ics.		She	co-produced	it.		She	even	wrote	a
song	on	the	CD	called	“	Ventura	.”	
	 A	 whirlwind	 of	 talent,	 Toni	 Jan-
notta	 has	 traveled	 the	 world	 as	 a	 sing-
er	 for	 more	 than	 six	 years	 on	 her	 own.		
As	 she	 has	 performed	 in	 many	 venues	
throughout	the	US		she	would	often	see	
homeless	folks	walking	with	guitars	on	
their	backs	or	playing	for	money	on	the	
streets.	At	first,	she	wasn’t	sure	what	to	
make	of	it.	
	 “I	was	moved.”		So	she	asked	herself,	
“What	can	I	do?”	
	 She	 began	 to	 make	 connections.		
The	homeless.	 	Music.	 	 Jazz.	 	What	sto-
ries	 did	 the	 homeless	 have	 to	 tell,	 she	
wondered?		Now	living	in	Ventura	,	Jan-
notta	 recently	 applied	 for	 a	 grant	 from	
the	Ventura	County	Arts	Council,	“Arts	
Live”,	 and	 put	 those	 important	 factors	
together	as	one.		The	goal	of	the	Council	
is,	 “using	 talents	 to	help	solve	commu-
nity	problems.”	
	 Her	proposal	to	them	was	this:	find	
a	 local	 venue,	 and	 then	 bring	 homeless	
people	together	with	jazz	musicians	im-
provising	 as	 backup,	 so	 the	 homeless	
can	tell	their	stories	to	the	public.	 	Call	
it,	“Voices	of	the	Homeless.”	 	Then	vid-
eotape	it.		Get	the	word	out.		The	coun-
cil’s	requirement	was	simple:	find	a	com-
munity	 partner	 first.	 	 She	 did.	 	 Project	
Understanding,	 along	 with	 Tod	 Goeh-
ner,	 their	 client	 services	 manager,	 was	
more	 than	 willing	 to	 assist	 in	 any	 way	
they	could.	
	 Goehner	 says,	 “She	 needed	 to	 con-
nect	 with	 homeless	 folks”,	 so	 he	 facili-
tated	that	for	her.	“I	suggested	she	meet	
the	people	coming	into	the	SARAH	Cen-
ter	 ,”	 which	 assists	 with	 food,	 showers	
and	a	laundry	room.		“She	came	in	and	
helped	serve	coffee	so	that	she	could	get	
to	know	them	better.”		
	 Eventually,	 she	 was	 awarded	 the	
grant.	
	 Her	 venue,	 one	 of	 the	 most	 unique	
places,	 is	 Working	 Artists	 of	 Ventura,	
or	 as	 everybody	 calls	 it,	 the	 WAV.	 	 And	
now,	 Lift	 Up	 Your	 Voice,	 a	 coalition	 to	
end	 homelessness,	 has	 come	 on-board	
to	help	with	flyers,	public	relations,	and	
anything	 else	 Jannotta	 needs	 to	 bring	

about	a	positive	experience	for	the	August	
21	presentation.	
	 “Whenever	 I	 saw	 a	 homeless	 person	
before,	I	would	often	look	away,”	Jannotta	
admits.		Later,	she	would	give	out	food	or	
water	bottles	to	homeless	people	on	street	
corners,	if	they	were	holding	out	signs	ask-
ing	for	help.		She	no	longer	turns	away.		
Breeze:    
 Donald Sommerfield is a writer living and 
working in Ventura who will be contributing 
occasional articles for your reading pleasure.
 Voices of the Homeless will be presented  on 
Saturday, August 21 at 2pm at The WAV, 175 
S. Ventura Ave. 

Ventura events
Mi	Tierra	Mexican	Grill	&	Bakery,	locat-
ed	at	397	N.	Ventura	Ave.	now	has	music	
and	dancing	on	Friday,	Saturday	&	Sun-
day	 evenings.	 A	 wonderful	 family	 atmo-
sphere	and	great	food.
July 15:	 Thursdays,	 July	 15,	 22,	 29;	 Au-
gust	5,	12	&2	pm.	Free Summer Con-
cert Series	 Ensembles	 from	 the	 Mu-
sic	 Academy	 of	 the	 West	 will	 entertain	
visitors	with	45-minute	recitals	of	music	
ranging	from	Renaissance	to	contempo-
rary.
Location:		Mary	Craig	Auditorium
	 Santa	Barbara	Museum	of	Art
	 1130	State	Street,	Santa	Barbara
Seating	is	limited.		First	come,	first	seat-
ed.
July 16,,17 &18:	 A	 precious	 collection	
of	sacred	relics	of	the	Buddha	and	many	
other	Buddhist	masters	is	currently	tour-
ing	the	world	and	will	be	on	display	at	A 
Place of Peace,	 896	East	Main	St.	Fri-
day:	 7pm	 opening	 ceremony,	 Saturday:	
10am	to	7pm,	Sunday:	10am	to	5pm		
	 This	 is	 a	 rare	 opportunity	 to	 view	
these	 relics,	 which	 were	 found	 among	
the	 cremation	 ashes	 of	 Buddhist	 mas-
ters.	 They	 resemble	 beautiful,	 pearl-like	
crystals.	Buddhists	believe	relics	embody	
the	 master’s	 spiritual	 qualities	 of	 com-
passion	and	wisdom	and	are	deliberately	
produced	by	the	master	at	his	death.
	 According	 to	 Buddhist	 scriptures,	
Maitreya	 will	 be	 the	 next	 Buddha	 to	
bring	teachings	of	loving-kindness	to	the	
world.	 Eventually,	 the	 relics	 will	 be	 en-
shrined	in	a	500-ft/152-m	bronze	statue	
of	Maitreya	Buddha	that	is	being	built	in	
Kushinagar,	northern	India.
	 For	 more	 information	 please	 visit	
www.maitreyaproject.org.
July 17:	 The	 Channel Islands Billfish 
Tournament	 is	 putting	 on	 a	 free	 West	
Coast	Marlin	Seminar
from	 1	 to	 3pm	 at	 the	 Channel	 Islands	
Yacht	 Club	 in	 Channel	 Islands	 Harbor.	
The	club	is	located	at	4100	S.	Harbor	Blvd.	
(just	 past	 the	 Whales	 Tail	 Restaurant).	
Attend	 and	 get	 some	 expert	 instruction	
and	 tips	 for	 fishing	 SoCal	 marlin	 from	
top	 local	 skippers	 and	 fishermen.	 Pole	
set-ups,	 bait	 tips,	 fish	 recognition,	 lure	
presentation	and	more	in	a	great	harbor	
setting.	 For	 information	 call	 Skip	 Miser	
@660-9817	or	Charlie	Farrell	@643-2418	
or	visit	their	website	www.CIBillfish.org
July 17:	Country	Lovers	Western	Dance	
Club	 will	 be	 holding	 a	 country	 west-
ern	 dance	 on	 Saturday	 at	 The	 House	 of	
Dance,	3007	Bunsen	Ave.,	Suite	E,	in	Ven-
tura.	Theme	will	be	“beach	party”.	Open	
dancing	from	7-10:30	p.m.,	with	a	dance	
lesson	at	7:30	p.m.
	 Music	 will	 be	 by	 deejay	 “Jammin’	
Country”.	Cost	 is	$7.00	per	guest;	$6.00	
per	club	member,	kids	under	age	13	are	
free.	 	 All	 ages	 are	 welcome.	 Partners	 are	
not	necessary.
	 For	more	 info	contact	Country	Lov-
ers	Hotline	647-1893,	or	visit	 their	web-

site	www.countrylovers.com.
July 18:	The	Channel Cities Jazz Club 
will	 feature	 the	 big	 band	 “Swing	 Shift”	
Sunday	 at	 the	 Oxnard	 Elks	 Lodge,	 801	
South	A	Street,	Oxnard.	The	Elks	Lodge
is	 open	 to	 the	 public	 for	 this	 event	 and	
everyone	 is	 welcome	 to	 join	 in	 to	 dance	
and	listen
to	 jazz	music.	Food	and	drink	are	avail-
able	for	purchase.
Swing	Shift	 is	 especially	well	 known	 for	

its	 wide	 repertoire	 of	 classic	 big	 band	
tunes	 and	 outstanding	 musicians.	 They	
performs	 from	 3-4pm,	 preceded	 by	 jam	
sessions	of	qualified	amateur	and	profes-
sional	musicians	starting	at	1pm,	and	fol-
lowed	 by	 jams	 until	 5pm.	 Non-member	
admission	for	the	afternoon	is	$10.00,	or	
$7.00	for	members.	For	further	informa-
tion	 please	 call	 487-3062	 or	 see	 http://
www.channelcitiesjazzclub.org	.

Continued on page 14
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Art Scene

A lifetime collections of local artists works are 
being assembled by Donna Granata and her 
crew of Brooks Institute interns

Donna Granata- 
Ventura’s Focus 
on the Masters
by Nick Forster

	 On	 the	 fourth	 floor	 of	 505	 Poli,	 di-
rectly	 behind	 city	 hall,	 Donna	 Granata	
and	her	crew	of	Brooks	Institute	interns	
wade	through	a	veritable	ocean	of	tapes,	
letters,	paintings	and	stories:	lifetime	col-
lections	of	local	artists	captured	in	card-
board	boxes	and	fireproof	filing	cabinets.	
Unseen	 to	 the	 public	 eye,	 Granata	 and	
her	team	have	shouldered	the	task	of	pro-
viding	art	in	Ventura	County	with	an	ele-
ment	of	organization	that	most	wouldn’t	
consider	 applicable	 to	 the	 trade,	 but	 in	
this	 case,	 Ventura	 didn’t	 know	 what	 it	
needed	until	it	was	here.	
	 Donna	Granata	is	the	creator	of	Ven-
tura’s	 Focus	 on	 the	 Masters,	 an	 award-
winning	 organization	 dedicated	 to	 rais-
ing	awareness	for	the	arts,	ensuring	that	
the	limelight	shines	on	the	contemporary	
artist	long	before	the	afterglow	of	a	career	
beyond	its	twilight	years.	She	captures	a	
snapshot	of	ten	artists	each	year,	immor-
talizing	 them	 from	 every	 angle.	 Using	
media	ranging	from	oral	recordings	and	
videotapes	 to	 handwritten	 letters	 and	
portraits,	she	has	built	a	historical	artis-
tic	database	unparalleled	 in	the	Ventura	
County.	 In	 creating	 a	 library	 of	 art,	 she	
made	the	process	a	work	of	art	in	itself.
	 Though	 she	 was	 born	 in	 Encino,	
Granata	identifies	most	with	small-town	
Ojai,	the	city	regarded	by	many	who	know	
the	idealistic	oak	grove	as	a	cultural	hub	
of	 the	arts.	This	 local	 identity	 lent	 itself	
to	 Granata’s	 development	 as	 an	 artist,	
surrounding	 her	 with	 those	 submerged	
in	the	creative	process.
	 While	 in	 Europe,	 Granata	 fell	 into	
photography	and	quickly	discovered	the	
advantages	 of	 the	 instantaneous	 me-
dium.	 Drawing	 from	 a	 background	 in	
painting,	 she	 was	 able	 to	 construct	 her	
pictures	 with	 the	 same	 flare	 achieved	
with	 paint	 and	 brush.	 Her	 photographs	
would	later	be	featured	in	galleries	across	
the	country,	including	New	York,	Chica-
go	and	Los	Angeles.
	 As	she	grew	in	her	art,	Granata	unwit-
tingly	found	herself	blazing	a	trail	for	Fo-
cus	on	the	Masters.	
	 “I	 was	 so	 focused	 on	 making	 a	 liv-
ing.	I	was	working	in	advertising,	purely	
in	 an	 assistant	 capacity,”	 said	 Granata.	
“I	wasn’t	focused	on	becoming	a	fine	art	
photographer.”
	 But	 following	 an	 injury	 while	 wait-
ressing	 to	 fund	 her	 education,	 passion	
for	 the	 art	 led	 Granata	 to	 the	 organiza-
tion	that	became	her	vocation.	
“	 In	an	effort	to	stay	positive,	I	started	
to	 go	 through	 my	 old	 files,	 and	 I	 came	
upon	 my	 professor’s	 portrait	 that	 I	 had	
taken	 in	 ‘92,	 and	 I	 realized	 there	 would	
come	a	time	when	people	would	want	to	
know	who	this	man	was.”
	 She	began	to	develop	a	sense	of	art’s

Continued on page 13

Katrina Maksimuk poses in front of a one of 
her projected photos entitled “Allywood.”

WĀV Artist 
Interviews: 
Katrina 
Maksimuk
by Tim Pompey

	 Katrina	 has	 a	 unique	 view	 of	 the	
world.	Trained	professionally	as	a	micro-
biologist,	looking	at	small	details	is	both	
a	profession	and	a	metaphor	for	her	life.	
“I	 learned	 discipline	 in	 chemistry,”	 she	
says.	“It’s	shaped	the	way	I	see	things:		the	
large	 and	 small	 things	 around	 me	 that	
people	never	notice.”
	 Maybe	 this	 explains	 her	 love	 for	
photography.	 Those	 minute	 details	 that	
make	 a	 picture	 so	 interesting.	 During	
college,	Katrina	 lived	in	two	worlds:	one	
where	 she	 studied	 physical	 science,	 and	
the	other	taking	pictures.
	 A	graduate	of	UCSB,	Katrina’s	career	
has	been	diverse.	She’s	been	a	microbiolo-
gist,	a	director	for	a	Lesbian	Gay	Bisexual	
Transgender	 Center,	 and	 an	 executive

Continued on page 13

by Tim Pompey

	 On	 a	 bright,	 sunny	 day	 in	 Ventura,	
some	 important	 pieces	 of	 history	 were	
revealed.	 To	 be	 more	 precise,	 we’re	 talk-
ing	as	many	as	43,000	pieces	of	tiny	glass	
history	that	make	up	the	eight	new	mosa-
ics	 at	 the	 Museum	 of	 Ventura	 County’s	
remodeled	courtyard	and	pavilion.	From	
the	Chumash	civilization	to	the	Channel	
Islands,	you	can	now	see	Ventura	County	
history	 just	 by	 walking	 past	 the	 Muse-
um’s	front	wall.
	 The	 “Timeline	 Wall	 Mosaics”	 were	 re-
vealed	 and	 dedicated	 on	 Friday,	 July	 2	 by	
members	and	guests	 	of	 the	Museum	Do-
cent	 Volunteer	 Council.	 A	 crowd	 of	 about	
a	 hundred	 and	 fifty	 people,	 including	 art-
ist	Larissa	Strauss	and	her	family,	mingled	
in	the	Museum’s	open-air	courtyard.	It	was	
an	 opportunity	 to	 walk	 through	 and	 get	
a	 glimpse	 of	 the	 Museum’s	 new	 facilities,	
which	include	a	redesigned	entrance,	a	large	
fountain	 fronting	Main	Street,	and	a	 rent-
able	pavilion	that	will	provide	the	Museum	
and	the	downtown	area	some	much	needed	
meeting	space.	But	the	highlight	of	the	af-
ternoon	was	the	art.
	 Designed	 in	 response	 to	 the	 docent’s	
desire	 to	 provide	 some	 pictorial	 assistance	
for	the	Museum’s	numerous	tours,	the	mo-
saics	were	a	seven-year	project	that	included	
dozens	of	docents	and	hundreds	of	hours	of	
volunteer	assistance	to	pick	themes,	develop	
the	design,	choose	an	artist,	and	raise	funds.	
	 The	 complexity	 of	 the	 project	 was	
daunting.	Docent	Pat	Masterson	admitted	
to	the	audience	that	“never	before	have	we	
done	anything	like	we	have	done	with	this	
project.”	 Docent	 historian	 George	 Short	
shared	his	own	passion	for	the	project:	“The	
whole	thing	was	so	long	in	coming,	the	do-
cents	are	happy	it’s	here.	The	whole	project	
is	near	and	dear	to	my	heart.”

Museum of Ventura County’s “Timeline Wall Mosaics” was presented to the public on July 2. 
Present was the artist Larissa Strauss who brought her best friend the pug to help her accept con-
gratulations from the many in attendance.

Docents dedicate museum mosaic

	 From	 artist	 Larissa	 Strauss’s	 perspec-
tive,	the	project	was	equally	difficult:	“Eight	
pieces	had	to	flow	together	with	some	very	
specific	composition.	 Just	the	design	alone	
took	about	a	year.”	
	 In	fact,	for	Strauss,	it’s	been	a	four	and	
a	half	year	journey.	Initially	approached	by	
committee	 members	 while	 in	 her	 former	
studio	at	the	old	Bell	Mattress	Factory	(now	
the	 Bell	 Arts	 Factory),	 she	 went	 through	
an	 extensive	 artist	 selection	 process.	 Once	
chosen	for	the	project,	she	spent	numerous	
hours	with	committee	members	and	muse-
um	staff,	listening	and	discussing	the	proj-
ect	to	ensure	that	all	the	requested	elements	
were	included.	The	actual	design	and	work	
on	the	project	began	in	November	2007.
	 For	 Strauss,	 the	 greatest	 difficulty	 was	
the	project’s	diversity:	“Every	step	was	a	dif-
ferent	process.	I	painted	each	scene	before-
hand.	 All	 the	 details,	 all	 the	 colors,	 all	 the	
shading.	I	incorporated	the	mosaic	style	into	
the	painting.”
	 Covering	 all	 these	 themes	 has	 given	
Strauss	a	new	sense	of	appreciation	for	 lo-
cal	County	history	as	well	as	a	strong	sense	
of	connection	to	its	past	and	future:	“I	cer-
tainly	feel	so	much	more	connected	to	the	
history,	and	I	know	so	much	more.	Maybe	I	
can	be	a	part	in	what	will	take	place.”
	 The	“Timeline	Wall	Mosaics”	reflect	the	
Museum	docents	and	volunteers’	apprecia-
tion	for	both	history	and	art.	The	mosaics	
catch	 the	 sun	 and	 catch	 the	 eye.	 For	 the	
public,	 they	 stand	 as	 a	 testament	 to	 a	 cre-
ative	past	and	future.	From	the	Chumash	to	
Stuart	to	Nava	to	Strauss,	they	connect	the	
diverse	passions	that	make	this	County	rich	
in	culture,	art,	and	history.	More	than	time	
lines,	 these	 mosaics	 are	 testaments	 to	 the	
people	in	this	region	who	have	made	beauty	
and	progress	possible.

If you want to see what artist’s think of them-
selves attend In Your Face at the Artist’s Union 
Gallery

The Heart of the 
Artist
by Emily Thiroux 

	 The	 Artist’s	 Union	 Gallery	 current	
show,	 In	Your	Face,	gives	you	a	peek	 in-
side	artist’s	imaginations	to	see	what	they	
think	of	themselves.		While	you	may	think	
a	show	of	self	portraits	would	be	just	real-
istic	paintings	showing	enhanced	images	
of	how	the	artists	would	like	to	look,	this	
show	 is	 anything	 but	 that.	 	 The	 58	 en-
tries	 feature	mediums	 from	wire	 screen-
ing	 material	 to	 video,	 to	 assemblage,	 to	
ceramic	 sculpture,	 and	 stone	 sculpture,	
and	more!		
	 Each	portrait	tells	a	story.	 	Some	ex-
press	 deep	 emotion	 while	 others	 offer	
somber	 reflection.	 	 Some	 are	 vibrantly	
colored	while	others	are	subtle.	I	was	im-
mediately	drawn	to	Melanie	Newcombe’s	
wire	mesh	sculpture	of	her	full	body	with	
wildly	 curly	 hair.	 	 The	 positioning	 and	
composition	 of	 the	 sculpture	 reflect	 a	
captivating,	beautiful	young	woman.	We	
will	look	forward	to	seeing	more	or	Mela-
nie’s	work.		
	 Two	 contrasting	 sculptures	 have	
commonalities	while	vastly	disparate.

Continued on page 13
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Professor	Scamp
Ph.D

Professor Scamp, Ph.D  (Pretty Happy Dog)

Police Reports

I recently went to a down-
town restaurant that 
has a nice outside patio 
and asked if it was a dog 
friendly patio and the 
hostess told me that the 
city doesn’t allow dogs 
because the patio is sur-

rounded with a wall (36” high) so they consider 
it to be enclosed so dogs can’t eat there.
 Now I understand that restaurants can set 
their own policy regarding dogs being welcome 
(their loss) in their patios but all patios have 
a small wall around them so it got me think-
ing that this explanation was nonsense so I got 
wondering what defines a patio.
 So I asked my friend, and Breeze writ-
er, Danielle Peak to try to find out, these 
are her findings.
 And if you want to know where some dog 
friendly Ventura restaurants are located write 
to me at scampclub@venturabreeze.com and I 
will send you my list.
Scamp

	When is a 
restaurant patio 
indeed a patio? 
by Danielle Peak

	 Restaurants	 open	 to	 dogs	 welcome	
pooches	 so	 far	 as	 the	 place’s	 patio	 ex-
tends.	But	exactly	what	constitutes	a	pa-
tio?	 For	 the	 city	 of	 Ventura,	 the	 general	
dictionary	 concept	 suffices.	 Although	
there	is	no	documented	definition	of	“pa-
tio”	in	city	ordinances,	Ventura	has	a	pol-
icy	 of	 spaces	 being	 defined	 by	 their	 use,	
which	the	patio	does	not	escape.	Yolanda	
Bundy,	 Associate	 Civil	 Engineer	 for	 the	
Building	 &	 Safety	 Division	 for	 the	 city	
of	 Ventura,	 further	 explains	 that	 a	 pa-
tio	functions	as	an	accessory	use	of	the	
structure	to	which	it	is	attached.	So,	not	
only	do	tables	and	chairs	on	the	patio	of	
a	restaurant	stipulate	dining	as	the	use,	
but	the	mere	fact	of	the	patio	being	at-
tached	to	a	restaurant	means	that	it	will	
be	 viewed	 as	 part	 of	 that	 restaurant	 in	
application.	

	 The	 California	 Health	 and	 Safety	
Code	 (HSC),	 enforced	 by	 the	 Ventura	
County	 Environmental	 Health	 Division,	
dictates	 stipulations	 regarding	 the	 pres-
ence	of	live	animals	in	food	facilities.	Ac-
cording	to	Section	114259.5	of	this	code,	
they	are	not	permitted	in	spaces	pertain-
ing	 to	 food,	 be	 this	 food	 preparation,	
storage,	 display,	 or	 consumption.	 Live	
lobsters	and	fish	and	the	like	residing	in	
tanks,	be	they	intended	for	decoration	or	
a	future	meal,	are	allowed	“if	the	contam-
ination	 of	 food,	 clean	 equipment,	 uten-
sils,	 linens,	 and	 unwrapped	 single-use	
articles	cannot	result.”	Service	dogs	such	
as	 guide	 dogs	 are	 permitted,	 as	 well	 as	
dogs	under	the	supervision	of	uniformed	
officers	 of	 the	 law	 or	 other	 uniformed	
employees	while	 in	the	course	of	profes-
sional	tasks	related	to	accompaniment	of	
the	specially	trained	animal.
	 Pets	 are	 different,	 identified	 in	 the	
Planning	 and	 Development	 Division	 of	
the	county’s	Code	of	Ordinances	as	“do-
mesticated	 animals	 such	 as	 dogs,	 cats,	
and	 rabbits,	 which	 are	 customarily	 kept	
for	pleasure	rather	than	utility.”	Pet	dogs	
(and	 pets	 in	 general)	 are	 prohibited	 in	
food	facilities,	even	if	properly	restrained	
by	 leashes	 or	 cages.	 As	 a	 restaurant	 is	
a	 food	 facility,	 it	 seems	 the	 term	 “pet-
friendly	 restaurant”	 would	 be	 an	 illicit	
oxymoron	in	Ventura	County.		Not	so.			
The	 Plan	 Check	 Guide	 for	 Food	 Estab-
lishments	 for	 Ventura	 County	 states,	
“Enclosure	of	dining	areas	or	any	other	
operation	 approved	 for	 outdoor	 food	
service	 is	not	 required.”	Enclosed	pati-
os,	whether	walled	by	brick	or	planters,	
cannot	be	directly	approached	without	
passing	 through	 the	 restaurant,	 but	
restaurants	 with	 open	 patios	 may	 in	
most	 cases	 permit	 properly	 restrained	
pets.	 On	 open	 patios,	 the	 Health	 De-
partment	concedes	this	allowance	if	the	
animals	do	not	have	to	be	made	to	pass	
through	 the	 main,	 independent	 struc-
ture	of	the	restaurant	in	order	to	access	
the	outside	area.	
	 I	 am	 certain	 our	 furry,	 four-legged	
best	friends	appreciate	this	little	luxury	
just	as	much	as	we,	if	not	more.	

by Veronica Johnson

Subject Jumping off of the Pier
	 On	Saturday,	June	12th,	at	3:45	p.m.,	
the	VPD	Dispatch	Center	received	several	
calls	regarding	a	subject	jumping	off	the	
end	 of	 the	 pier.	 Two	 good	 Samaritans	
also	 jumped	off	 the	pier	 to	 try	and	save	
the	subject.
	 VPD	 officers,	 Fire	 Fighters,	 Harbor	
Patrol,	 Lifeguards,	 and	 the	 VCSO	 Air	
Unit	 all	 responded	 to	 aid	 in	 the	 rescue.		
The	 subject	 was	 spotted	 approximately	
50	yards	from	the	shoreline,	and	he	was	
able	to	swim	to	the	shore.	 	VPD	officers	
were	waiting	at	the	shores	edge	and	took	
the	 subject	 into	 custody	 without	 inci-
dent.		The	subject	was	later	identified	as	
Richard	Vasquez,	25	years	old	and	from	
Ventura.		
	 During	 the	 subsequent	 investiga-
tion,	it	was	determined	that	Vazquez	was	
under	the	 influence	of	a	controlled	sub-
stance	and	he	was	in	possession	of	drug	
paraphernalia.
Robbery and Attempted Murder
	 On	Saturday,	June	12th,	at	2:25	a.m.,	
Suspect	#1,	a	Hispanic	male,	20-25	years	
old,	 entered	 a	 7-11	 Convenience	 Store,	
at	 6320	 Bristol	 Road.	 He	 had	 a	 white	 t-
shirt	concealing	his	nose	and	mouth	and	
proceeded	to	the	beer	cooler.		Suspect	#2,	

with	dark	hair	and	a	mustache,	stood	just	
inside	the	store,	near	the	front	door,	and	
pointed	a	shotgun	at	Sher	Singh,	53	years	
old,	who	was	working	as	the	clerk	and	as-
sisting	another	customer,	standing	at	the	
counter.		After	Suspect	#1	took	beer	from	
the	 cooler	 and	 fled	 from	 the	 store,	 Sus-
pect	 #2	 fired	 one	 shot	 at	 the	 clerk,	 who	
was	able	to	duck	and	avoid	being	struck,	
before	 also	 fleeing	 the	 store	 along	 with	
Suspect	#1.
Stabbing
	 On	 Friday,	 June	 11th,	 at	 5:40	 p.m.,	
VPD	officers	responded	to	a	call	from	the	
1400	 block	 of	 Cypress	 Point	 Lane	 from	
the	 suspect,	 Lupe	 Hernandez,	 31	 years	
old	and	from	Ventura,	who	told	the	op-
erator	he	had	just	tried	to	kill	his	sister.	
The	first	two	officers	on	scene	found	Her-
nandez	outside	the	apartment,	holding	a	
knife.	Hernandez	initially	refused	to	drop	
the	knife	and	started	to	walk	toward	the	
officers.	 The	 officers	 were	 able	 to	 talk	
Hernandez	into	dropping	the	knife.	
	 Officers	 located	 Hernandez’s	 sister,	
Rebecca	 Hernandez,	 48	 years	 old	 and	
from	Ventura,	in	the	apartment	with	nu-
merous	 stab	 wounds.	 Hernandez	 lived	
with	 his	 mother	 and	 sister	 at	 the	 apart-
ment.	Hernandez	walked	into	his	sister’s	
room	 and	 began	 stabbing	 her.	 Rebecca	

and	her	mother	were	able	to	fight	off	Her-
nandez	long	enough	for	Rebecca	to	lock	
herself	in	a	room.
	 Rebecca	 Hernandez	 was	 transported	
to	VCMC.	Lupe	Hernandez	was	arrested	
and	transported	to	VPD.	Hernandez	later	
attempted	 to	 escape	 from	 officers	 while	
in	custody.	
Burglary
	 On	Monday,	June	14th,	at	12:50	a.m.,	
VPD	 officers	 responded	 to	 a	 report	 of	
suspicious	 activity	 at	 3290	 Loma	 Vista	
Road.	They	discovered	a	building	on	the	
property	had	a	window	smashed	and	the	
interior	was	in	disarray.	David	James,	39	
years	 old	 and	 from	 Oak	 View,	 was	 try-
ing	to	hide	inside.		Officers	made	several	
attempts	 to	 have	 James	 walk	 out	 of	 the	
building,	 but	 he	 refused	 all	 their	 orders	
to	 comply.	 	 James	 had	 access	 to	 several	
items	 around	 him	 to	 use	 as	 weapons,	
such	as	broken	glass	and	furniture,	so	of-
ficers	deployed	a	TASER	to	prevent	James	
from	 harming	 the	 officers.	 	 	 James	 was	
taken	into	custody.
Child Luring Arrest
	 On	Monday,	June	14th,	at	9:45	p.m.,	
the	 VPD	 learned	 that	 a	 clerk	 from	 7-11	
on	Bristol	Road	was	attempting	to	lure	a	
male	13-year-old	boy	customer	to	engage	
in	 sexual	 acts.	 The	 suspect	 communi-

cated	with	the	boy	via	telephone	and	ar-
ranged	to	meet	with	him	after	his	shift.
	 The	 VPD	 intercepted	 Laksham	 Per-
eree,	40	years	old	and	from	Ventura,	prior	
to	 any	 interaction	 with	 the	 boy	 and	 ar-
rested	the	suspect	for	attempting	to	lure	
a	 child	 for	 the	 purpose	 of	 unlawful	 sex-
ual	acts.	Pereree	was	booked	into	VC	Jail	
without	incident.	
Armed Take-Over
	 On	Tuesday,	 June	15th,	at	9:10	a.m.,	
the	 VPD	 responded	 to	 a	 911	 call	 from	
a	 distraught	 female	 victim,	 50	 years	 old	
and	 from	 Ventura,	 indicating	 she	 had	
been	robbed.	
	 The	victim	was	working	at	her	busi-
ness	 in	 the	 1500	 block	 of	 Main	 Street.	
The	suspect,	described	as	a	black	male,	6’,	
200	pounds,	and	a	thin	build,	entered	the	
business	armed	with	a	handgun.
	 The	suspect	made	the	victim	disrobe,	
tied	 her	 up,	 and	 placed	 her	 in	 the	 rest-
room.	 The	 suspect	 ransacked	 the	 office	
and	took	the	victim’s	property	as	well	as	
threatening	to	harm	the	victim.			
	 The	 suspect	 fled,	 leaving	 the	 victim	
in	the	restroom	of	the	business.	The	sus-
pect	stole	the	victim’s	vehicle,	which	was	
later	recovered	in	the	industrial	area	near	
Palma	and	Colt	Street.	The	victim	was	

Continued on page 15

 The 2010 Pooch Parade, held on July 11 at San Buenaventura State Beach Park, was 
another wonderful success. Grey skies turned into a beautiful day for the hundreds attending.
 The Fundraising Dog Walk & Pet Expo is put on by the Canine Adoption and Rescue 
League and featured a pooch parade, silent auction, great dog contests (like the best kisser), 
demonstrations, adoptions of all sorts and many, many vendors. 
 If you couldn’t make it be sure to attend next year and be sure to bring your favorite 
person in the whole world – your dog.
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Senior LivingKEEP YOUR INDEPENDENCE
Professional • Compassionate • Caregiver Placement

With our Service you can stay in your home 
where we know you want to be!

Royal Retirement Services, Inc.
Call us today for your free consultation 805.642.2472

Don’t forget to ask us about our Estate Liquidation Service.

S S

You deserve affordable health  insurance!  

You deserve Vitality! You deserve Vitality! 

800.607.1950          CA Insurance Lic.  0G76404                           

 No one can put a price on what good hearing is worth.
But in these difficult times, we know it has to be affordable.

 “Listen up,California.”  

We’re all in this economic downturn together, and we’ll all get through it 
together. That’s why we’re tightening our belts and doing what needs to be 
done to bring you exceptional hearing solutions that fi t the times—and even 
the tightest budgets.  

For instance, right now, we’re offering SIEMENS Motion™ digital hearing aids 
starting from just $1,421 each. Don’t miss out on what life has to offer. Let us 
help you hear life happening around you, at a price you can live with. 

☎  Call today to schedule a precision hearing screening:

Gold Coast Audiology, Inc.
“Yours for better hearing!”

 OJAI Ojai Valley Shopping Center                  
  1211 Maricopa Hwy., Suite 109

 VENTURA 3003 Loma Vista Rd., Suite C
805.626.3128

Coupons not valid with other offers or discounts. Expires 8/31/10

25%
OFF 25%

OFF 25%
OFF

Siemens Motion™ 100 Siemens Motion™ 300 Siemens Motion™ 500

You Pay $1,421 Each
(everyday retail price $1,895/each)

You Pay $1,646 Each
(everyday retail price $2,195/each)

You Pay $2,021 Each
(everyday retail price $2,695/each)

by Nanci Cone

	 You’ve	 just	 found	out	 that	 someone	
you	 love	 has	 been	 diagnosed	 with	 Al-
zheimer’s	 disease	 and	 you	 don’t	 know	
what	to	do	or	where	to	turn.	 	Or	maybe	
you’re	worried	because	you	seem	to	be	
a	bit	more	forgetful	lately	and	are	won-
dering	if	you	are	seeing	the	early	signs	
of	 it.	 	 Most	 people	 don’t	 realize	 that	
as	 we	 get	 older,	 there	 are	 typical	 age-
related	changes	that	are	normal.		
	 For	example,	people	with	Alzheim-
er’s	have	such	issues	as	poor	judgment	
and	 decision-making,	 an	 inability	 to	
manage	 a	 budget,	 losing	 track	 of	 the	
date	or	the	season,	difficulty	having	a	
conversation	or	misplacing	things	and	
being	 unable	 to	 retrace	 steps	 to	 find	
them.	 	 What’s	 important	 to	 know	 is	
that	 it	 is	 normal,	 as	 seniors,	 to	 make	
a	bad	decision	once	 in	a	while,	miss	a	
monthly	payment,	forget	which	day	it	
is	and	remember	it	 later,	forget	which	
word	 to	 use	 and	 to	 lose	 things	 from	
time	to	time.
	 It’s	 important	 to	 know	 the	 10	
warning	 signs	 of	 Alzheimer’s	 and	 the	
various	 stages	 that	 someone	 who	 has	
been	diagnosed	with	it	must	face.		Cur-
rently,	there	is	no	cure	for	Alzheimer’s.		
But	 drug	 and	 non-drug	 treatments	
may	 help	 with	 both	 cognitive	 and	 be-
havioral	symptoms.
	 There	are	also	various	myths	about	
this	disease	such	as	the	belief	that	only	
older	 people	 get	 it.	 	 This	 is	 definitely	
not	 true	 –	 people	 in	 their	 30’s	 and	
40’s	 have	 been	 known	 to	 suffer	 from	
Early-Onset	Alzheimer’s.		Also	there	is	
no	 truth	 to	 the	 belief	 that	 you	 get	 it	
by	 drinking	 from	 aluminum	 cans,	 or	
from	a	flu	shot	or	by	using	aspartame,	
the	artificial	sweetener.

	 Cypress	 Place	 Senior	 Living	 recently	
held	a	Salute	to	our	Veterans	to	celebrate	
and	 	to	honor	those	who	have	served	 in	
the	military,	especially	those	who	are	liv-
ing	at	the	facility.
	 It	 included	 a	 marine	 honor	 guard,	
music	and	fine	food,	and	was	attended	by	
hundreds	of	folks.
	 Executive	 Director	 Jim	 Duran	 said	
“this	was	the	fifth	year	for	the	event	but	
the	 first	 time	 that	 we	 have	 invited	 the	
public.	 It	 is	 wonderful	 to	 see	 so	 many	
outsiders	in	attendance”

Cypress salutes our war heroes
	 Marine	First	Sergeant	Reggie	Darden	
was	in	charge	of	the	color	guard	from	the	
23rd	Marine	Corps.	
	 In	 a	 tearful	 salute	 to	 the	 many	 vet-
erans	 who	 live	 at	 Cypress	 the	 guards-
men	saluted	each	veteran	personally	and	
thanked	 them	 for	 the	 wonderful	 contri-
bution	that	they	have	made	to	preserving	
our	country’s	heritage	and	democracy.
	 Also	 in	attendance	were	Breeze	pub-
lisher	 Sheldon	 Brown,	 city	 councilman	
Neal	 Andrews	 and	 community	 activist	
Debora	Schreiber.

	 Meyling	Eliash-Daneshfar,	the	new	
Area	Director	of	the	Alzheimer’s	Asso-
ciation,	 Ventura	 County	 Regional	 Of-
fice,	actively	encourages	people	to	visit	
the	 Chapter’s	 website	 at	 www.alz.org/
cacentralcoast	 to	 learn	 more	 about	
this	 disease.	 	 She	 says,	 “Finding	 out	
what	 Alzheimer’s	 is	 helps	 to	 dissipate	
any	misconceptions	about	the	disease.		
It	helps	people	learn	how	to	reduce	the	
risk	and	the	importance	of	early	diag-
nosis	and	treatment.”
	 Meyling	 adds	 that,	 “For	 people	
who	 have	 been	 diagnosed,	 we	 have	 an	
early	 stage	 support	 group	 as	 well	 as	
caregiver	 support	 groups	 throughout	
the	 County.	 	 To	 find	 out	 more	 about	
this,	please	call		484-6028.”
	 The	 Association	 has	 recently	
launched	a	new	program	to	match	peo-
ple	with	Alzheimer’s	who	wish	to	par-
ticipate	in	a	research	study.	 	For	more	
information,	 visit	 www.alz.org	 or	 call	
1-800-272-3900.
	 Professionals	 in	 the	 healthcare	 in-
dustry	can	go	online	and	take	continu-
ing	 education	 courses	 on	 Alzheimer’s	
disease	 at	 a	 nominal	 fee.	 	 This	 can	 be	
done	at	their	own	pace	and	in	the	com-
fort	of	their	own	home	and,	when	they	
have	 completed	 the	 course,	 they	 can	
print	the	certificate	of	completion	and	
present	 it	 to	 their	 employers	 and/or	
clients.
	 For	more	information	on	Alzheim-
er’s,	 please	 contact	 the	 Alzheimer’s	
Association,	Ventura	County	Regional	
Office	at	(805)	484-6028.		All	services	
are	offered	 to	 families	 free	of	 charge.		
The	 office	 is	 located	 at	 80	 North	
Wood	Road,	Suite	301,	Camarillo,	CA	
93010.

Alzheimer’s and you
Senior Cone-nection

Botanical gardens
Continued from page 7
California,	 Australia,	 South	 Africa	 and	
Chile.	 This	 is	 brilliant.	 It’s	 a	 fresh	 mod-
ern	 approach	 to	 designing	 with	 nature.	
For	the	Programs,	education,	inspiration	
and	 exercise	 top	 the	 list.	 Studying	 and	
teaching	about	the	environment	received	
the	 most	 attention	 followed	 closely	 by	
gardening.	
	 Gardens	 are	 famous	 for	 inspiration	
and	Grant	Park’s	views	of	ocean,	hills	and	
islands	create	a	spectacular	setting.	There	
will	 be	 water	 play	 for	 children	 and	 star-
gazing	over	our	darkened	hills	and	ocean.	
The	 steep	 terrain	 will	 challenge	 walkers	
and	runners	alike.
	 Facilities	will	be	phased	in	over	time	
with	 trail	 improvements	 coming	 first.	
Workshop	 participants	 also	 wanted	 to	
see	 an	 amphitheater	 (62	 %),	 café	 (57%),	
bookstore/gift	shop	(50%),	and	wedding	
facilities	(19%).	
	 The	only	thing	missing	in	my	view	is	

a	central	focus,	something	big	enough	to	
pull	tourists	and	their	wallets	off	the	101,	
a	draw	to	get	people	up	to	the	top	of	the	
hill.	Rather	 than	seeing	 the	café	as	a	 re-
luctant	compromise	to	generate	revenue	
why	not	make	it	a	big	deal?	A	crème	bru-
lee	or	tiramisu	can	snag	a	traveler	going	
90	miles	an	hour.	Then	they	can	burn	a	
thousand	calories	walking	in	the	garden.	
Who	wouldn’t	want	to	meet	their	honey	
for	 a	 lunch	 overlooking	 the	 Channel	 Is-
lands?
	 Circulation	 is	 the	 thorny	 issue.	 The	
park’s	greatest	asset	is	it’s	biggest	liabili-
ty.	It’s	a	very	hilly	site.	The	plan	is	to	“take	
the	 cars	 out	 of	 the	 park,”	 an	 admirable	
goal.	The	plan	would	have	most	visitors	
parking	 on	 the	 lower	 edges	 near	 Serra	
Cross	 on	 the	 west	 side	 and	 off	 Summit	
Drive	on	the	east.	Brakey	Road	would	be	
closed	and	through	traffic	eliminated.
	 Of	 course	 we	 all	 know	 cars	 are	 evil	
and	we	feel	bad	about	driving	them.	Still

Continued on page 16
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Taste of Cypress 
& Classic Car Show

Wednesday, August 12, 2009  5:30pm to 7:30pm

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING ASSISTED LIVING

 License #565801008

RETURN TO  THE  ‘50s  WITH  CYPRESS  P LACE

Dine On Cuisine From 
Ventura’s Best Restaurants!

Dress To Impress In Your 
Best ‘50’s Outfi t!

Shake, Rattle, & Roll In 
A ‘50’s Style Dance Contest!

ENJOY: 
Live DJ

Raffl es & Prizes 
Coronation of the King & Queen 

Beer & Wine

$10 DONATION REQUESTED PER PERSON
All proceeds will benefi t the 

Alzheimer’s Association.

RSVP by August 10th (805) 650-8000

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 • 5:30pm to 7:30pm

$10 DONATION REQUESTED PER PERSON
All proceeds will benefit the
Ventura Boys & Girls Club

RSVP by August 16th (805) 650-8000

Ventura’s #1 DJ Bruce Barrios

Concerts
in the 

Series
Courtyard

Áegis of Ventura presents

Join us in our spacious courtyard for an evening of live music 
and dancing. Enjoy performances from popular local bands in 

our elegant garden surroundings.

Thursday
JULY 22nd

6 - 8 PM

Thursday
August 26th

6 - 8 PM

The Restless Hillfillies
Blue Grass Concert

Ted’s Tropical
Troubadours’
Magical Luau

RSVP to 805-290-1221.

RCFE #565800683

Áegis of Ventura
4964 Telegraph Road
Ventura, CA 93003

(805) 290-1221
AegisofVentura.com

Art Scene continued

Donna Granata
Continued from page 10
internal	influence	on	those	who	make	it,	
and	 its	 external	 influence	 on	 those	 who	
see	it;	She	had	become	enamored	of	art	on	
both	sides,	finding	joy	in creating,	and	flour-
ishing	in	the	light	of	other	artists’	creations;	
At	the	core	of	Focus	on	the	Masters	 is	the	
nucleus	of	selfless	respect	that	comes	from	
Donna	Granata.
	 As	went	Granata’s	passion	for	the	arts,	
so	went	her	maturation	as	a	photographer,	
and	the	portraits	she	began	taking	for	Focus	
on	the	Masters	took	on	a	predominant	role.
	 “The	Portraits	of	the	artists	are	the	am-
bassadors	 of	 the	 organization,”	 Granata	
said.	“Each	photograph	tells	a	story.”
	 As	much	as	each	photograph	is	Grana-
ta’s	 own	 creation,	 the	 lives	 of	 her	 subjects	
come	through	vibrantly,	and	at	times	artists	
have	 told	 Granata	 that	 her	 portraits	 hold	
too	much	truth.
	 As	 an	 artist,	 Granata	 provides	 invalu-
able	 portraits	 and	 insight	 into	 the	 life	 of	
the	artist.	As	a	historian,	she	provides	artists	
with	a	spotlight	and	a	helping	hand,	acting	
preemptively	 to	 preserve	 what	 she	 knows	
will	be	invaluable	to	Ventura	later.		

Roland Reiss 
is in demand 
worldwide as a 
lecturer an 
exhibitor
	 An	 attribute	 shared	 by	 many	 of	
FOTM’s	 Master	 Artists	 is	 that	 of	 teach-
er.	A	teacher’s	influence	is	often	a	major	
force	 in	 an	 artist’s	 career.	 It	 continues	
to	 guide,	 shape	 and	 inspire	 long	 after	
the	 time	 spent	 in	 the	 classroom.	 Such	
a	teacher	is	Roland	Reiss,	accomplished	
artist,	 academic	 visionary,	 influential	
and	inspiring	mentor.	
	 Roland	 Reiss’s	 interview	 with	 Don-
na	 Granata	 will	 be	 thought-provoking	
and	inspiring	to	all.	$10	General	Admis-
sion	 -	$5	Students	and	Seniors.	Free	 to	
FOTM	 members,	 Brooks	 Students	 and	
faculty	&	students	under	18
	 Please	 RSVP	 at	 653-2501	 or	 by	
emailing	 Mary.Galbraith@FocusOn-
TheMasters.com.	Saturday,	July	17,	5	to	
6:30	 p.m.	 Brooks	 Institute	 Motion	 Pic-
ture	Campus	Screening	Room,	5301	N.	
Ventura	Ave.
	
	

Katrina Maksimuk
Continued from page 10
recruiter.	 Parallel	 to	 this,	 she	 also	 took	
pictures.	Thousands	of	them.	Finally,	 in	
2007,	she	decided	to	take	the	leap.	As	she	
states:	“Everything	pushed	me	toward	be-
ing	an	independent	artist.”
	 Katrina	is	proficient	in	several	dif-
ferent	 art	 forms	 –	 film,	 writing,	 per-
formance	art,	but	her	real	love	is	pho-
tography,	and	her	work	with	the	LGBT	
community	 has	 been	 a	 great	 influ-
ence.	She	believes	photography	builds	
bridges	 between	 communities	 on	 two	
levels:	 “There’s	photography	 that	gets	
people	 talking	 and	 photography	 in	
which	someone	is	a	silent	observer.”
	 As	 a	 community	 activist,	 Katrina	
is	 happiest	 when	 she	 can	 practice	 her	
art	and	provide	positive	 images	about	
the	 LGBT	 community.	 “If	 I	 can	 make	
someone	who	is	transgender	beautiful	
to	everyone,”	she	says,	“then	I	have	ac-
complished	my	artistic	principles.”	So,	
for	her,	photography	has	become	that	
crucial	 place	 where	 people	 encounter	
images	about	what	it	means	to	be	hu-
man	and	to	be	loved.	 	For	more	infor-
mation	 on	 Katrina’s	 photos	 you	 may	
contact	 her	 at	 kmaksimuk@gmail.
com.	

Heart of the Artist
Continued from page 10
	Shelley	A.	Moore	expresses	herself	in	As	
I	Think,	Therefore	I	Am	with	a	head	and	
shoulders	 ceramic	 sculpture	 that	 stops	
behind	her	forehead	to	show	the	smooth,	
clean	inner	surface	of	her	head.		Russel	Erick-
son’s	sculpture	of	his	head,	done	in	Arizona	
alabaster,	 features	a	pain	 stricken	 face	and	
the	natural	rough,	cobbled	stone	left	natu-
ral	for	the	back	of	the	head.	The	name	of	his	
sculpture,	Whistle	While	You	Work,	seems	
the	antithesis	of	the	piece.		Both	sculptures	
offer	deep	statements	from	the	artists.
	 A	 delightful	 aspect	 of	 this	 show	 is	 the	
15	portraits	done	by	the	young	artists	in	Mi-
chele	Foster’s	Bell	Arts	Factory	Youth	Pro-
gram.		These	portraits	are	done	by	students	
from	4	to	19	years	old	and	are	done	in	dif-
ferent	mediums.	 	These	young	artists	have	
demonstrated	 images	 which	 are	 so	 much	
more	than	skin	deep.		While	some	are	faces,	
others	show	words,	pictures,	and	images	re-
flecting	what	goes	on	in	their	creative	minds.
	 Jeanne	 LaRocco	 and	 elle-je	 freeheart	
have	done	a	great	job	of	curating	the	show,	
and	elle-je	also	has	three	pieces	in	the	show	
which	 demonstrate	 the	 scope	 of	 variety	 in	
subject	 matter.	 	 I	 was	 especially	 impressed	
with	the	difference	between	her	passionate,	
emotional	portrait	“Total	Melt	Down”	and	
her	playful,	toothy,	happy	portrait	from	her	
studio	banner	used	for	the	advertising	 im-
age	for	the	show.		
	 When	you	see	the	show,	also	take	special	
note	of	Len	Poteshman’s	two	portraits	done	
years	apart	and	in	different	mediums,	so	ex-
pressive!		And	Sonia	Burke’s	ceramic	mask	
in	 assemblage	 displays	 her	 sweet,	 warm,	
complex,	creative	personality.	
	 As	enhancement	for	this	show,	there	are	
two	 upcoming	 events.	 	 Gary	 Ryan	 will	 be	
speaking	and	signing	copies	of	his	self-pub-
lished	autobiography,	Blessings	in	Disguise:	
A	Tale	of	Redemption	on	July	23	at	6:30	PM.				
Also,	“Getting	to	Know	You:	an	Evening	of	
Short	Autobiographies	with	Vonder	Gray	&	
Friends”	features	Vonder	Gray,	Kathleen	Ro-
gan,	and	other	actors	performing	impromp-
tu	autobiographical	pieces	on	July	17	at	8:00	
PM	at	the	Artists	Union	Gallery.		
	 I	 hope	 you’ll	 introduce	 me	 to	 artists	
you	want	to	learn	more	about.	Contact	me	
through	Facebook	at	The	Heart	of	the	Art-
ist.	Or	email	me	at	emily@theheartoftheart-
ist,	 http://www.theheartoftheartist.com/
category/Blog/
	 The	Artist’s	Union	Gallery	is	located	at	
330	S.	California	at	the	promenade,	In	Your	
Face	runs	until	August	1.

	 “The	 artists	 are	 constantly	 inspired	 by	
each	other,”	said	Granada.	I	believe	our	com-
munity,	with	enough	evidence,	will	be	seen	as	
an	artistic	hub.	We	need	to	keep	our	artists	
creating,	and	we	need	to	keep	them	here.”

Welcome, 
Studio 6!	

	 Ventura’s	newest	art	gallery	Studio	6,	
located	at	433	E.	Main	in	downtown	is	ac-
cepting	artist’s	and	crafter’s	applications	
for	consignment	consideration.
	 The	gallery	will	showcase	a	collection	
of	Ventura	County’s	new	and	upcoming	
artists	with	an	assortment	of	obscure	and	
unexpected	 creations	 and	 styles.	 Paint-
ings,	 sculptures,	 jewelry,	 the	 eccentric	
and	abstract.
	 Interested	artists	should	contact	stu-
dio6ventura@hotmail.com



14  July 14 - July 27, 2010     

Ventura Breeze                                                                              www.venturabreeze.com                                                                          Your Hometown Paper                               

Ventura Breeze      

	 Recently	 appearing	 on	 the	 Ven-
tura	 Breeze	 portion	 of	 the	 Coach	
Ron	Tunick	radio	show	on	Ventura	
County	radio	station	1400AMKKZZ	
were	 guest	 co-host	 Jim	 Cathcart,	
(speaker	 and	 author)	 and	 Shawn	
Freeman	owner	of	“The	Gym”	locat-
ed	at	2498	E.	Main	the	Coach	him-
self	and	publisher	Sheldon	

Ventura events
Continued from page 9
	 The	 Channel	 Cities	 Jazz	 Club	 is	 a	
CA	 not-for-profit	 corporation	 devoted	
to	 promoting	 jazz	 through	 afternoon	
performances	 the	 3rd	 Sunday	 of	 each	
month,	and	through	sponsoring	aspiring	
middle-	 and	 high-school	 musicians	 to	
summer	jazz	camps.
July 25: Continuing	 a	 summer	 tradi-
tion,	 the	 Thousand Oaks Philhar-
monic	 (www.tophil.org)	 will	 host	 one	 of	
their	most	important	fundraising	events	of	
the	 year:	 Beethoven,	 Burgers	 &	 Burgundy,	
on	 July 25: 	 The	 event	 will	 run	 from	 3–	
7pm.	 	 Proceeds	 help	 produce	 the	 annual	
concert	 series	 the	 Philharmonic	 sponsors,	
which	 features	 area	 young	 artists	 in	 per-
formance	 with	 the	 professional	 orchestra.	
	 Featured	performers	are	Juilliard-trained	
and	are	establishing	professional	careers.		Pi-
anist	Sean	Y.	Chen	and	violinist	Betty	Zhou	
will	present	solo	and	duo	repertoire	for	guests.	
	 Reservations	 are	 required	 and	 limited	
to	the	first	60	people.		The	Beethoven,	Burg-
ers	&Burgundy	dinner	is	$75.00	per	person	
(students	$25.00).		The	location	is	the	home	
of	Edward	Francis,	aka	Marian	Hall	for	the	
Performing	Arts	(Lynn	Ranch	area	of	Thou-
sand	Oaks).		For	reservations,	and	the	specif-
ic	address,	please	contact	tophilharmonic@
gmail.com	or	376-2485.
July 31:	Midsummer Book Sale	on	Sat-
urday,	from	10	am	–	3	pm.	Wright	Library	
parking	 lot,	 57	 Day	 Road,	 near	 Telegraph	
Rd.
	 Penny-wise	prices	From	A	to	Z.	Fiction,	
Non-Fiction,	Children,	Large	Print,	Classics,	
and	whatever	you	are	looking	for	to	read.			
	 San	 Buenaventura	 Friends	 of	 the	 Li-
brary	 (SBFOL)	 is	 an	 all-volunteer	 group,	
working	 hard	 to	 help	 Ventura’s	 libraries	
serve	the	public	need	for	knowledge	and	op-
portunity.		Proceeds	from	this	book	sale	will	
go	to	support	Ventura’s	Avenue	&	E.	P.	Fos-
ter	libraries.
	 Need	 more	 information?	 Contact:	
Chuck	 Carlson	 San	 Buenaventura	 Friends	
of	the	Library,	642-6084.

Ojai events
Ojai	 Valley	 Museum’s	 June 27 “Bowled 
Over” Auction	was	a	total	 	success	as	the	
51	Libbey	Glass	bowls	embellished	by	Ojai	
artists	glittered	on	long	tables	under	ancient	
oaks	at	a	private	home	in	Ojai.	After	months	
of	planning,	the	Ojai	Valley	Museum’s	fund-
raiser	 to	benefit	 their	 sister	non-profit,	 the	
Libbey	 Bowl	 amphitheatre	 re-build,	 was	
about	to	begin.	Between	3	and	5	p.m.,	200	
invited	guests	arrived	at	the	auction	site	to	
view	and	bid	on	the	artful	bowls	in	support	
of	two	of	Ojai’s	favorite	cultural	venues:	the	
Ojai	Valley	Museum	and	the	Libbey	Bowl.
	 Larry	Hagman	was	Master	of	Ceremo-

nies;	the	hosts	provided	beautifully	catered	
food	and	drink;	the	stunning	glass	bowls	at-
tracted	healthy	bids	along	the	line	of	tables.	
By	5	p.m.	the	auction	was	complete,	bowls	
were	 wrapped	 for	 transport	 and	 the	 new	
collectors	homeward	bound	with	their	Ojai-
specific,	one-of-a-kind,	works	of	art.	
	 All	in	all,	the	auction	was	highly	success-
ful.	The	Ojai	Valley	Museum	will	donate	one	
half	 of	 the	 profits	 to	 the	 “Save	 the	 Libbey	
Bowl	Campaign”.	The	remaining	funds	will	
be	used	by	the	Museum	for	its	future	exhib-
its	and	programs.
	 The	 Ojai Playwrights Conference 
(OPC)	is	thrilled	to	announce	its	2010	Sea-
son	-	13th	Annual	program	of	playwrights,	
readings	and	special	performances	featuring	
some	of	the	most	talented,	established	and	
up-and-coming	 playwrights	 writing	 today.	
This	year’s	Conference	includes	new	works	
by	Jon	Robin	Baitz,	Kate	Fodor,	Mona	Man-
sour,	 Len	 Jenkin,	 Trieu	 Tran,	 Bess	 Wohl,	
Thomas	 Higgins,	 Leslie	 Carrara-Rudolph,	
and	 Ben	 Rosenthal.	 There	 are	 two	 special	
performance	 events	 called	 “Intersections”--	
the	 first	 will	 feature	 a	 brand	 new	 work	 by	
“Brothers	&	Sisters”	creator	Jon	Robin	Baitz	
called	 Other	 Desert	 Cities;	 the	 second	 will	
feature	 some	 of	 the	 best	 solo	 performers	
ever	assembled	for	a	one-of-a-kind	evening	
in	 Ojai.	 OPC	 is	 also	 planning	 its	 second	
annual	“Family	Theatre	Day,”	a	full	day	of	
activities	 devoted	 to	 families	 and	 younger	
audiences	with	two	special	events	especially	
designed	for	them.	The	Conference	will	be-
gin	on	Tuesday,	August	3	and	run	through	
Sunday,	August	15	at	various	venues	in	Ojai.	
The	public	presentations	–	the	OPC	“Sum-
mer New Works Festival”	-	will	take	place	
August 10 through August 15. 
	 Senga	 Classic	 Stage	 Company,	 Ojai,	
will	 hold	 auditions	 for	 J.M.	 Synge’s	
famous	Irish	classic	which	started	the	Play-
boy	 Riots	 in	 Dublin	 in	 1907:	 THE	 PLAY-
BOY	OF	THE	WESTERN	WORLD	directed	
by	Francisca	Beach.	Performs	Sept. 3-26.
	 In	 rural	 County	 Mayo,	 Ireland	 in	
the	 early	 1900’s,	 a	 small	 town	 receives	 a	
new	 mysterious	 visitor,	 Christy	 Mahon.	
Christy	 claims	 to	 be	 on	 the	 run	 from	
the	 law,	 having	 murdered	 his	 father,	 but	
his	 story	 changes	 and	 becomes	 more	
far-fetched	with	each	retelling.
	 Please	 call	 or	 email	 the	 director,	
to	 arrange	 an	 audition	 time.	 Francisca	
Beach	 646-4885.	 franciscabeach@gmail.
com.	 Script	 available	 to	 read	 online:	
http://www.gutenberg.org/catalog/world/
readfile?fk_files=907828&pageno
	 The	 Ojai Concert Series	 is	 continu-
ing	their	summer	series	of	shows	at	Danc-
ing	Oak	Ranch	with	a	great	new	show	from	
the	Bay	area	folk	rockers	Blame	Sally.		Blame	
Sally	is	a	unique	collective	of	four	distinct	fe-
male	voices	and	musical	backgrounds.	They	
have	forged	a	compelling	and	original	sound	

that	has	earned	the	band	the	well-deserved	
reputation	as	a	Bay	Area	phenomenon.	
	 Dancing	 Oak	 Ranch	 is	 on	 HWY	 150	
just	past	Lake	Casitas.	Bring	a	blanket	and	
a	deckchair	for	a	delightful	evening	of	music	
under	the	stars.	Come	early	for	a	potluck	at	
5pm	and	picnic	with	friends	and	the	girls	in	
the	band.	
	 The	main	act	gets	under	way	at	7:30pm	
so	 join	 in	 the	 fun!	 Tickets	 are:	 $18	 in	 ad-
vance,	$20	at	the	gate.	Buy	tickets	online	at	
www.ojaiconcertseries.com	or	at	many	Ojai	
businesses.	
	 For	more	information	call	Shane	Butler	
at	665-8852.	
	 Get	ready	to	rock	this	summer	with	the	
Ojai	Film	Society’s	hot	summer	musical	se-
ries.	It’s	Music, Music, Music on Sunday 
afternoon.		Ojai	Playhouse,	145	E	Ojai	Ave.	
OFS	 Fundraiser:	 All	 Tickets	 $10.	 Informa-
tion:646-8946	or	www.ojaifilmsociety.org	
July 18, 2010   The Runaways,	2010			USA			
1	hr.,	46	min.)			Rated	R	
	 The	 Runaways,	 based	 on	 lead	 singer	
Cherie	Currie’s	book	Neon	Angel,	 follows	
the	rise	of	the	first	all-girl	band	to	become	
a	 major	 mainstream	 hard-rock	 sensation.	
Starring	 Kristen	 the	 film	 chronicles	 the	
band’s	creation	in	the	1970s,	their	surpris-
ing	rise	 to	 fame	and	their	final,	 inevitable	
burnout.	
July 25   No One Knows About Persian 
Cats,	2009			Iran			(1hr.,	41	min.)	Not	Rated.
	 Bahman	 Ghobadi’s	 pseudo-docu-
mentary	 film	 portrays	 the	 illegal,	 un-
derground	music	 scene	 in	 Iran.	No	One	
Knows	 About	 Persian	 Cats	 was	 made	 in	
17	days	without	permits.	
	 August	1,	2010			The	Last	Waltz	
	 1978			USA			(1	hr.,	57	min.)			Rated	PG	
	 Martin	 Scorsese’s	 1978	 classic	 docu-
mentary	concert	film,	The	Last	Waltz,	has	
been	 called	 “a	 time	 capsule	 of	 an	 entire	
era”.	The	show	took	place	on	Thanksgiv-
ing	Day	in	1976,	at	San	Francisco’s	Win-
terland	Arena,	where	the	group	had	played	
their	first	show	more	than	16	years	before.	
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BBM&D select-
ed to promote 
the Chamber of 
Commerce 
	 BBM&D	 Strategic	 Branding,	 a	 Ven-
tura-based	 strategic	 communications	
and	 design	 firm,	 announced	 today	 that	
it	has	been	named	the	agency	of	record	by	
the	Ventura	Chamber	of	Commerce.	BBM&D	
will	provide	the	Chamber	with	expanded	stra-
tegic	marketing,	brand	positioning,	public	re-
lations,	graphic	design	and	media	services.		
	 “We	are	honored	to	be	selected,”	said	Bar-
bara	Brown,	BBM&D’s	president.		“BBM&D	
has	long	and	a	rich	heritage	of	developing	in-
novative,	 results-driven	 marketing	 solutions	
for	many	of	the	region’s	great	companies.	The	
Ventura	Chamber	of	Commerce	has	some	tre-
mendous	opportunities	 in	 its	 future	and	we	

Community Events continued

Business

are	excited	to	be	a	part	of	their	growth.”		
	 “BBM&D	 knocked	 our	 socks	 off,”	 said	
Gary	 Wilde,	 Chairman	 of	 the	 Board,	 Board	
of	Directors,	“the	competition	was	stiff	but	in	
the	end,	their	strategic	thinking	and	creative	
problem-solving	was	impressive.	We’re	proud	
to	count	them	as	an	integral	part	of	our	team.”
	 BBM&D	 Strategic	 Branding	 has	 been	
providing	 integrated	 design	 solutions	 since	
1992.	A	creative-driven	firm	with	award-win-
ning	credentials	and	diverse	clientele	 includ-
ing	 healthcare,	 education,	 fitness,	 museums	
and	 banking,	 BBM&D	 provides	 intelligent	
strategy	and	powerful	design	across	all	media	
including	broadcast,	print	and	the	web,	creat-
ing	solutions	that	differentiate	top-tier	com-
panies	across	many	industries.	Their	work	can	
be	viewed	at	bbmd-inc.com.

Business
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Police reports
Continued from page 11
uninjured	during	this	incident.
Residential Burglary
	 On	Tuesday,	June	22nd,	at	11:30	a.m.,	
patrol	 officers	 responded	 to	 a	 residence	
in	the	600	block	of	Walcott	Avenue.		The	
victims	were	home	at	the	time	of	the	in-
cident	 and	 heard	 someone	 knocking	 at	
their	front	door.		They	refused	to	answer	the	
door.	The	suspect,	a	Ventura	resident	named	
Michael	 Snead	 and	 18	 years	 old,	 then	 at-
tempted	to	forcefully	open	the	door.
	 The	victims	retreated	to	an	upstairs	bed-
room	 and	 called	 911.	 The	 suspect	 entered	
the	 rear	 yard	 and	 opened	 a	 window.	 The	
victims	locked	themselves	in	a	closet.		VPD	
patrol	officers	arrived	on	scene	and	learned	
the	suspect	had	fled.	
	 SCU	detectives’	investigation	led	to	the	
arrest	of	Snead	and	to	the	recovery	of	stolen	
property	from	several	residential	burglaries.
Strong Arm Robbery
	 On	 Thursday,	 June	 24th,	 at	 6:00	 a.m.,	
the	 victim	 was	 seated	 to	 the	 front	 of	 the	
Circle	K	store,	at	1007	Main	Street,	sorting	
through	items	in	her	purse.	The	suspects,	a	
White	male	in	his	early	twenties	and	a	His-
panic	male	in	his	twenties,	entered	the	store	
momentarily.	 	 As	 the	 suspects	 exited	 the	
store	they	grabbed	the	victim’s	purse.	 	The	
victim	 struggled	 briefly	 with	 the	 suspects	
but	was	unable	to	retain	possession	of	her	
purse.		The	suspects	took	the	purse	and	fled	
in	an	unknown	direction.		Officers	searched	
the	area	but	were	unable	to	locate	the	sus-
pects.	 	 	The	victim	was	not	 injured	during	
the	struggle.	

Brandishing of a Weapon
	 On	 Saturday,	 June	 26th,	 at	 6:00	 p.m.,	
VPD	received	a	call	of	a	possible	armed	rob-
bery	 that	 had	 just	 occurred	 on	 Hemlock	
Street	at	Thompson	Boulevard.		The	victim,	
Alejandro	Vallejo,	from	Ventura	and	31	years	
old,	attempted	to	locate	the	suspect,	but	was	
told	to	wave	the	officers	down.		Vallejo	was	
able	to	direct	the	officers	to	the	suspect.	Of-
ficers	 determined	 that	 James	 Lyon,	 from	
Ventura	and	35	years	old,	had	brandished	a	
knife	because	he	believed	Vallejo	was	enter-
ing	the	alley	to	commit	a	crime.	Vallejo	was	
slightly	injured	during	this	incident,	but	did	
not	require	medical	attention.	
Criminal Threats
	 On	 Monday,	 June	 28th,	 at	 12:15	 a.m.,	
the	VPD	received	a	call	from	John	Edwards,	
from	Ventura	and	24	years	old,	claiming	that	
he	had	witnessed	a	brandishing.	Edwards	di-
rected	 officers	 to	 the	 Amtrak	 train	 station	
located	at	39	Harbor	Boulevard,	where	the	
suspect,	Daniel	McGrath,	from	Ventura	and	
28	years	old,	was	last	seen.		
	 As	Edwards	was	walking	on	the	Amtrak	
passenger	loading	area,	he	noticed	McGrath	
sitting	on	one	of	the	benches.	McGrath	im-
mediately	 began	 making	 threats	 towards	
Edwards	 and	 pulled	 out	 a	 large	 hunting	
knife.	Edwards	ran	away	and	contacted	the	
VPD.
	 Officers	were	able	to	locate	McGrath	as	
well	 as	 recover	 the	 knife.	 McGrath	 was	 ar-
rested.
Bank Robbery
	 On	Monday,	June	28th,	at	9:55	a.m.,	the	
suspect,	a	male	around	18-20	years	old,	en-
tered	the	US	Bank	at	4000	East	Main	Street	
and	 approached	 a	 teller.	 The	 suspect	 dis-
played	a	demand	note	and	told	the	clerk	he	
would	shoot	her	if	she	did	not	comply	with	
the	demand	note.
	 The	 teller	 complied	 with	 the	 demand	
note	 and	 gave	 the	 suspect	 an	 undisclosed	
amount	 of	 currency.	 The	 suspect	 fled	 the	
bank	 on	 foot.	 There	 was	 no	 weapon	 seen	
and	no	one	was	injured	during	this	robbery.
	 This	 suspect	 is	 also	 believed	 to	 be	 re-
sponsible	 for	 the	 bank	 robbery	 that	 oc-
curred	on	May	17th	at	First	Bank	and	Trust	
on	Telephone	Road.	
Indecent Exposure
	 A	report	was	made	to	the	VPD	on	Fri-
day,	June	25th	in	regards	to	a	suspect	expos-
ing	himself	to	and	engaging	in	lewd	conver-
sations	with	juvenile	girls.	
	 Based	 upon	 the	 investigation	 and	 the	
descriptions	provided	by	the	victims,	Ventu-
ra	Police	Detectives	were	able	to	identify	the	
suspect	as	Brandon	Torres,	a	Newbury	Park	
resident	and	26	years	old.
	 The	suspect	had	been	involved	in	similar	
activity	in	April	of	2009	and	was	subsequent-
ly	arrested	for	those	crimes.	He	is	currently	a	
sex	registrant	pursuant	to	Megan’s	Law.	
	 Torres	is	currently	in	VC	Jail.

Another of 
Ventura High 
School’s 
successful 
school years 
comes to an end
by Brooke Demchuk

	 As	summer	approaches,	there	are	two	
main	 things	 consuming	 almost	 every	
high	schooler’s	mind:	their	plans	during	
this	 glorious	 two-month	 vacation	 from	
school,	 and	 finals.	 While	 the	 first	 fills	
Ventura	 High	 School	 Cougar’s	 hearts	
with	 excitement	 and	 anticipation,	 the	
last,	simple,	 (yet	serious)	word,	manages	
to	fill	many	students	with	dread.	
	 Summer	 vacation	 is	 something	 that	
students	look	forward	to	all	year	round.	
This	 long	break	from	school	gives	them	
lots	 of	 time	 to	 themselves,	 something	
many	teenagers	do	not	experience	often.	
It	 gives	 them	 a	 chance	 to	 participate	 in	
things	 they	 cannot	 normally	 do	 during	
the	 school	 year,	 such	 as	 various	 camps,	
extra	curricular	classes,	and	other	activi-
ties.	It	also	gives	them	a	chance	to	hang	
out	 with	 friends	 and	 family	 more	 often	
then	usual,	and	go	on	vacations	or	trips.	
For	 some	 students,	 summer	 vacation	 is	
also	 a	 time	 to	 just	 relax	 and	 enjoy	 not	
waking	 up	 at	 6:30	 in	 the	 morning.	 Al-

by Rebecca Wicks

	 Last	 month	 the	 trustees	 of	 Ventura	
Unified	School	District	made	the	unani-
mous	 decision	 to	 put	 a	 measure	 on	 the	
Nov.	2	ballot	which	would	levy	monies	to	
help	dwindling	school	budgets.		
	 The	district	has	seen	$17	million	cut	
over	 the	 course	 of	 18	 months.	 	 Because	
of	 these	cuts	 layoffs,	 fewer	 instructional	
programs,	bigger	classes	and	an	abbrevi-
ated	school	year	have	already	occurred.
	 School	officials	plan	to	use	the	mon-
ey	 for	 daily	 operating	 expenses	 includ-
ing	keeping	class	sizes	as	is	and	for	more	
teachers.		
	 The	parcel	tax	will	need	a	two-thirds	
vote	to	pass.	 	Once	passed,	 it	would	 im-
pose	 an	 annual	 $96	 tax	 on	 households.		
The	tax	assessed	would	be	a	flat	amount	
per	household	different	from	a	property	
tax	which	is	based	on	the	value	of	a	prop-
erty.
	 “I’m	 not	 excited	 about	 new	 taxes	 in	
a	time	when	money	is	tight	for	everyone,	
but	 look	 at	 the	 alternative,”	 said	 Nicole	
Page	a	mother	of	two	in	Ventura.		“I	know	
my	household	can	spare	$8	a	month	for	
the	 sake	 of	 keeping	 our	 education	 pro-
grams	from	slipping.”
	 The	 measure	 would	 raise	 no	 more	
than	 $4.5	 million	 annually	 and	 would	
expire	after	four	years.	 	Owners	who	are	
older	 than	 65	 years	 of	 age	 would	 be	 eli-
gible	to	be	exempt	from	the	tax.
	 The	 monies	 are	 earmarked	 to	 keep	
class-sizes	as	is	and	to	save	programs	fo-
cusing	on	science,	technology,	music,	art,	
reading,	writing	and	math.		
	 Unlike	 a	 school	 bond	 which	 needs	
a	 55	 percent	 majority	 to	 pass	 and	 can	
only	be	used	 for	construction	or	capital	
improvements	 monies	 raised	 via	 parcel	
taxes	can	be	spent	on	daily	operating	ex-
penses	 including	 salaries	 or	 the	 cost	 of	

School
Battle ahead for ballot measure to 
help schools

running	educational	programs.
	 “I’m	 thinking	 about	 protecting	 my	
own	property	value,”	said	Miller.		“People	
care	how	good	the	schools	are	in	your	dis-
trict	when	they	buy	homes.”
	 Others	think	any	new	tax	in	the	wake	
of	one	of	the	worst	economic	downturns	
this	generation	has	seen	is	a	poor	idea.
	 “Right	now	is	just	not	the	right	time	
for	this	tax,”	said	Brian	Wolf	of	Ventura.		
“We’re	 all	 already	 struggling,	 and	 every	
dollar	counts.”
	 Parcel	 taxes	 have	 been	 popping	 up	
on	 ballots	 all	 over	 the	 state	 with	 school	
budgets	 being	 slashed	 across	 California.		
More	 than	 20	 like	 measures	 have	 ap-
peared	on	ballots	this	year	alone.		Sixteen	
have	passed	so	far	and	while	many	others	
have	 garnered	 substantial	 support,	 the	
two-thirds	needed	to	pass	has	proven	to	
be	a	hurdle	for	many.
	 Those	 who	 have	 passed	 parcel	 taxes	
this	year	have	tended	to	be	wealthier	ar-
eas.		Education	experts	worry	in	this	time	
of	economic	strife	actions	like	parcel	tax-
es	will	 further	widen	the	divide	between	
more	affluent	and	poor	neighborhoods.
	 “Across	 the	 state,	 the	 pain	 is	 felt	 ev-
erywhere,”	said	John	Rogers	the	head of	
UCLA	 Institute	 for	 Democracy,	 Educa-
tion	and	Access.	“But,	because	of	the	un-
equal	distribution	of	wealth,	some	areas	
are	able	to	respond.”
	 There	is	a	current	initiative	headed	by	
education	advocates	to	create	legislation	
to	lower	the	percentage	of	the	vote	need-
ed	to	pass	a	school	parcel	tax	to	55	per-
cent.		In	addition,	similar	advocates	have	
warned	upwards	of	300,000	teachers	may	
lose	their	jobs	as	federal	stimulus	money	
comes	 to	 an	 end.	 	 Because	 of	 this	 they	
are	pushing	Congress	to	supply	another	
round	of	emergency	funds	for	schools.

though	the	students	at	Ventura	High	are	
undoubtedly	excited	for	this	long,	much	
appreciated	 school	 holiday,	 focuses	 on	
studies,	 rapidly	 approaching	 finals,	 and	
other	end	of	 the	year	activities	have	not	
wavered.		
	 Here’s	 a	 simple	 rundown	 of	 end	 of	
the	 year	 finals.	 Every	 teacher	 is	 required	
to	 give	 two	 final	 tests	 each	 year:	 one	 at	
the	end	of	each	semester.	These	tests	al-
most	always	count	for	an	extremely	large	
portion	of	student’s	grades,	thus	making	
them	 very	 critical.	 Accompanying	 these	
nerve	 wracking,	 grade	 altering	 tests	 are	
sometimes	even	projects	that	the	teacher	
will	assign	also,	such	as	speeches,	essays,	
or	research	reports.	Due	to	the	eye-open-
ing,	 sometimes	 even	 scary,	 knowledge	
of	 how	 finals	 affect	 student’s	 grades,	
many	 of	 the	 Ventura	 High	 School	 Cou-
gars	have	learned	that	testing	week	is	not	
something	 to	 take	 lightly.	 Senior	 finals	
take	place	during	two	days.	Each	day	has	
three	 periods	 for	 two	 hours	 each.	 The	
next	three	days	are	half-days,	and	also	are	
when	finals	for	the	rest	of	the	school	take	
place.	These	days	have	two	classes	for	two	
hours	each.	Many	students	for	years	have	
complained	 about	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 last	
hours	 of	 their	 school	 are	 spent	 taking	
tedious,	critical	exams.	They	believe	that	
they	should	be	able	to	spend	the	last	few	
days	of	school	signing	yearbooks	and	say-
ing	goodbye	to	friends,	and	maybe	right-
fully	so.	
	 The	cougar’s	impending	summer	va-
cations	and	final	tests	have	definitely	not	
taken	away	the	excitement	of	other	 fun,	

end	 of	 the	 year	 activities,	 though.	 The	
infamous	dance,	Prom,	was	very	success-
ful	 this	 year.	 Many	 upperclassman	 who	
went	reported	that	they	had	an	amazing	
time	 dancing	 and	 having	 fun	 with	 their	
friends	 and	 dates.	 The	 foreign	 language	
department	 also	 hosted	 an	 end	 of	 the	
year	barbeque	at	the	beach	for	all	of	the	
students	and	teachers	involved	with	lan-
guage	 classes	 and	 clubs.	 Students	 who	
attended	have	raved	about	the	great	com-
pany	and	yummy	food	that	was	provided.	
Lastly,	 events	 specifically	 for	 the	 senior	
students	 at	 Ventura	 High	 are	 currently	
being	 held.	 Activities	 to	 celebrate	 their	
upcoming	 graduation,	 such	 as	 senior	
barbeques,	 are	 held	 by	 the	 school.	 This	
gives	 all	 the	 students	 to	 spend	 time	 to-
gether	one	last	time	before	they	part	ways	
and	 go	 to	 separate	 colleges	 and	 futures.	
Although	 the	 students	 at	 Ventura	 High	
are	becoming	anxious	 for	summer	vaca-
tion	 to	 ensue	 and	 to	 finish	 final	 exams,	
they	are	making	sure	to	finish	this	school	
year	properly,	with	lots	of	fun	events	and	
activities.	
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Where the
music flows 
by Michael Kohli 

	 Hello.	 	 My	 name	 is	 Michael	 Kohli.		
Thank	 you	 for	 stopping	 by.	 	 If	 you	 like	
music	 –	 then	 this	 brand	 new	 column	 is	
for	you.		Here	we	tend	to	blend	all	things	
music.	 As	 a	 music	 promoter	 myself	 –	 I	
keep	my	eye	on	two	music	worlds.		One,	
our	 music	 scene	 here	 in	 Ventura	 and	
two,	 the	 music	 industry	 itself.	 	 I	 feel	
it	 is	 extremely	 important	 to	 entertain	
readers	 about	 music	 from	 both	 sides	
of	 the	 spectrum.	 	 Here	 in	 Ventura,	
the	 music	 world	 sometimes	 helps	
shape	 our	 scene.	 	 We	 buy	 albums,	
travel	 for	 concerts,	 and	 like	 to	 read	
about	 music	 news.	 	 As	 a	 Scenester/
Promoter,	 I	 have	 booked	 and	 net-
worked	with	over	400	bands,	written	
15	years	worth	of	music	articles.		My	
goal	here	is	to	take	you	on	a	journey.		
You	may	find	yourself	reading	about	
rock	 bands,	 local	 bands,	 and	 I	 may	
throw	 in	 some	 random	 thoughts	 in	
as	well.	 	So,	sit	back,	and	thank	you	
for	reading!		Here	goes!
	 Lots	of	great	new	music	from	the	
Scissor	Sisters	lately!		This	hot	band	
from	 New	 York	 City	 just	 released	
their	 third	 studio	 album,	 “Night	
Work,”	 on	 Polydor/DowntownMu-
sic.	 	 Imagine	 the	 sounds	 of	 Elton	
John,	BeeGees,	and	Blondie	all	rolled	
into	 one!	 	 They've	 already	 scored	
two	 hits	 in	 recent	 years,	 “Take	 Your	
Mama”	and	“I	Don't	Feel	Like	Danc-
ing.”	 	 The	 new	 album	 also	 features	
a	 cameo	 by	 Sir	 Ian	 McKellen	 on	 the	
track,	 “Invisible	 Light.”	 	 Other	 fa-
vorite	 tracks	 include,	 “Skin	 Tight”,	
“Something	Like	This”,	and	the	lead	
single,	“Fire	With	Fire.”	 	 In	addition	
to	 the	 new	 album,	 Scissor	 Sisters	
have	also	released	another	brand	new	
song,	“Isn't	It	Strange,”		on	the	new,	
“Shrek	 Forever	 After,”	 movie	 soun-
drack!	 	 For	 more	 info:	 http://www.
scissorsisters.com.
	 Local	music	gem,	Delaney	Gibson	
is	 traveling	 in	 Ireland	 as	 we	 speak.		
She	 has	 been	 checking	 in	 with	 up-
dates	on	her	Facebook.			A	favorite	of	
the	local	scene	–	you	can	sample	her	
latest	 new	 songs	 on	 her	 site,	 http://
www.delaneygibson.com.	 	 	 Her	 cur-
rent	 album,	 “Hurricanes	 And	 Forget	
Me	Nots”	features	many	lovely	tracks	
including;	“Paper	Boats”,	“La	Di	Da”,	
“Good	 Company”,	 and	 “Better	 Ver-
sion	Of	Me.”	She	is	an	extraordinary	
person	 to	 watch	 perform	 on	 stage.		
Her	 songs	 are	 warm	 and	 heartfelt	
mixed	 in	 with	 an	 incredible	 voice.		
She	 is	 scheduled	 to	 return	 to	Zoey's	
Cafe	on	July	24.
	 Wilson	 Phillips,	 Styx,	 Sublime	
With	 Rome,	 Boys	 Like	 Girls,	 Miran-
da	 Lambert,	 and	 Creedence	 Cleer-
water	 Revival	 are	 among	 the	 acts	
announced	 for	 this	 year's	 Ventura	
County	Fair.		“Western	Nights	&	Car-
nival	Lights”	will	 take	place	starting	
Wednesday,	 August	 4	 –	 Sunday,	 Au-
gust	 15.	 	 	 For	 more	 info	 –	 visit	 Ven-
turacountyfair.org	 and	 you	 can	 also	
find	them	on	Facebook	as	well!
	 Local	 band,	 Franklin	 For	 Short,	
have	just	returned	to	town	after	tour-
ing	 extensively	 on	 the	 East	 Coast	
with	their	friends	in	Kings	of	Conve-
nience.		FFS	have	also	just	released	a	
new	 album,	 “Dark	 Cloud,”	 which	 is	
currently	 available	 on	 iTunes.	 	 New	
songs	 include,	 “Light	 Be	 Bright”,	

At the Movies

Want 
summer 
DVDs? Go 
international
by Tim Pompey

	 What	 has	 Hollywood	 given	 us	 this	
summer?	Like	the	recent	temperatures	in	
Ventura	 County,	 the	 selection	 has	 been	
tepid	 at	 best	 with	 long	 stretches	 of	
dreariness.	Not	the	case,	however,	with	
DVDs.	Think	you	might	 like	 to	escape	
the	fog	and	take	a	trip	abroad?	Here	are	
some	 world-wide	 suggestions	 fresh	 off	
the	shelf	from	your	local	video	store.
	 Five Minutes of Heaven	 (Irish):	 No,	
this	 is	 not	 a	 porno	 film.	 It’s	 a	 drama	
about	two	men	from	the	same	war-torn	
Irish	 neighborhood	 -	 one	 Protestant,	
one	Catholic.		In	1975,	young	Joe	Grif-
fin	 witnesses	 Ulster	 Volunteer	 Force	
leader	Alistair	Little	kill	his	older	Cath-
olic	 brother,	 Jimmy.	 Now,	 thirty-three	
years	 later,	 Little,	 a	 TV	 commentator,	
wants	 to	 reconcile	with	Griffin	 live	on	
the	 air.	 Stay	 tuned	 because	 .	 .	 .	 Irish	
boys	will	be	Irish	boys.
	 The White Ribbon	 (German):	 This	
visually	 stunning	 film	 takes	 you	 to	 a	
quiet	pre-World	War	 I	German	village	
where	 all	 hell	 seems	 to	 be	 breaking	
loose.	 Someone	 is	 torturing	 and	 kill-
ing	local	residents,	including	children.	
Needless,	to	say,	the	village	is	in	a	pan-
ic.	As	the	local	schoolteacher	begins	to	
unravel	 the	 mystery,	 we	 learn,	 at	 least	
in	 this	 movie,	 the	 kids	 are	 definitely	
not all	right.
	 Mary and Max	 (Australian):	 Most	
film	animation	is	geared	for	kids.	This	
charming	 claymation	 film	 is	 really	 for	
adults.	Mary,	a	 lonely	8-year-old	 living	
in	Melbourne	is	 in	desperate	need	of	a	
friend.	She	decides	she	wants	a	pen	pal	
and	 randomly	 selects	 a	 name	 from	 a	
New	 York	 City	 phone	 book.	 She	 picks	
Max,	 an	 obese	 44-year-old	 suffering	
from	 Asperger’s	 syndrome.	 They	 begin	
to	correspond	about	all	sorts	of	things:	
life,	 love,	 old	 family	 recipes,	 where	 ba-
bies	 come	 from.	 Seriously.	 This	 is	 like	
watching	one	of	those	cracked	Aesop’s	
fables	 from	 the	 Rocky and Bullwinkle 
Show.	Very	forthright	and	funny.
	 North Face	 (German):	 If	 you’re	 con-
sidering	mountain	climbing	as	a	hobby,	
don’t	 watch	 this	 film.	 Based	 on	 a	 true	
story,	 two	 Nazi	 soldiers	 who	 consider	
themselves	 expert	 climbers	 decide	 to	
tackle	 the	 north	 slope	 of	 a	 dangerous	
mountain	 in	 the	 Alps	 called	 the	 Eiger.	
It’s	sheer,	cold,	and	unforgiving.	Warn-
ing.	This	film	is	filled	with	mind	numb-
ing	 elevations	 and	 nausea	 inducing	
camera	shots,.	But	don’t	panic.	It’s	just	
a	movie,	isn’t	it?	Isn’t	it?
	 The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo (Swed-
ish):	 Speaking	 of	 cold,	 here’s	 a	 snowy	
little	 drama	 about	 a	 seriously	 dement-
ed	 family	 with	 Nazi	 sympathies	 and	
a	 taste	 for	 serial	 killing.	 A	 disgraced	
reporter	and	a	 female	hacker	 team	up	
to	 find	 out	 what	 happened	 to	 Uncle	
Vanger’s	 beloved	 niece,	 Harriet,	 who	
disappeared	forty	years	ago.	What	they	
discover	 are	 a	 trail	 of	 bodies	 that	 go	
back	 decades	 and	 a	 family	 willing	 to	
kill	 to	keep	their	 secret.	Prepare	 to	be	
brutalized.	 Also	 charmed	 and	 thrilled	
by	the	performance	of	Noomi	Rapace.	
Then,	stay	tuned.	The	sequel	is	soon	to	
be	released.

“Waterfall”	and	“Kaleidoscope	Eyes.”		
You	 could	 also	 check	 out	 clips	 from	
their	 East	 Coast	 tour	 on	 youtube.
com...Army	 Of	 Freshmen	 have	 also	
released	 new	 music.	 	 The	 local	 Ven-
turans	 have	 given	 their	 friends	 and	
fans	a	chance	to	buy	their	new	EP	at	
their	own	price!		Literally,	you	could	
type	 in	 whatever	 price	 you	 want	 to	
pay.	 	 But,	 for	 supporters	 here	 of	 the	
AOF	 world	 –	 the	 proceeds	 will	 go	
to	 their	 upcoming	 Sonisphere	 Tour	
in	 the	 UK.	 	 Buy	 their	 new	 music	 at	
http://www.armyoffreshmen.com.		
VanCougar,	 Champagne	 Sunday,	
Fearmia,	 Delaney	 Gibson,	 Chan-
telle	Tibbs	are	among	the	artists	an-
nounced	 to	 perform	 at	 VC	 PRIDE	
2010	 presented	 by	 Anthem	 Blue	
Cross,	a	COLOR	production.		
	 In	Rock	&	Metal	news:	OZZFEST	
is	 on	 once	 again!	 	 Ozzy	 Osbourne,	
Motley	Crue,	and	Halford	have	been	
announced	as	the	three	headliners	of	
the	 main	 stage.	 	 Black	 Label	 Society	
will	headline	the	second	stage.		Ozzy	
Osbourne	 has	 just	 released	 his	 new	
album,	 “Scream”	 and	 is	 currently	 at	
the	top	of	the	rock	radio	charts.		The	
members	 of	 Motley	 Crue,	 while	 on	
tour,	 have	 remained	 busy	 with	 their	
own	 side	 projects.	 	 Last	 fall,	 Crue's	
Mick	Mars	was	featured	on	Dilanna's	
new	album	(Dilanna	is	best	known	for	
her	competing	and	almost	winning	TV	
show	 Rockstar:	 Supernova).	 	 Crue's	
vocalist,	 Vince	 Neil	 has	 just	 released	
his	 solo	 album,	 “Tattoos	 &	 Tequila.	
”		Tommy	Lee	has	also	released	a	new	
Methods	of	Mayhem	song	(with	an	al-
bum	due	this	fall!).		While	Nikki	Sixx	
is	busy	working	on	the	next	Sixx:A.M.	
album.	 Rob	 Halford	 is	 gearing	 up	 to	
release,	“HALFORD	IV,”	this	fall.		His	
new	single,	“The	Mower,”	 is	available	
on	Robhalford.com.	He	also	just	won	
a	2010	Grammy	with	Judas	Priest	for	
Best	 Metal	 Performance.	 	 Stay	 tuned	
next	issue,	July	28	for	an	exclusive	in-
terview	with	Rob	Halford	himself!			
	 Thank	you	so	much	for	reading!
	 --Michael	Kohli	/	Kohli	Rocks	En-
tertainment,	Rockwithyou2004@
yahoo.com

Show TimeThe Music Connection
Two on the Aisle

Kingsman 
Festival features 
farce
by James Spencer & Shirley Lorraine

	 It’s	 summer	 and	 Shakespeare	 un-
der	 the	 stars	 presented	 by	 the	 Kings-
men	 Shakespeare	 Festival	 at	 California	
Lutheran	 University	 is	 once	 again	 a	 hot	
$15	ticket	for	adults.		That’s	because	ev-
eryone	under	18	is	always	admitted	free	to	
the	Festival.	 	So,	pull	out	 the	picnic	bas-
kets,	the	lawn	chairs,	and	don’t	forget	your	
jacket	–	it	gets	chilly	as	the	night	wears	on.
	 Now	in	its	14th	year,	this	summer	the	
Kingsmen	Festival	presents	two	disparate	
stagings.	 The	 first,	 now	 playing	 through	
July	18,	is	The	Comedy	of	Errors,	a	classic	
tale	 of	 mistaken	 identities	 and	 hilarious	
mix-ups.	
	 The	 Comedy	 of	 Errors	 stars	 Ven-
tura	 resident	 and	 veteran	 stage	 profes-
sional	Will	Shupe	in	the	role	of	a	servant,	
Dromio	 of	 Syracuse,	 who	 very	 nearly	
takes	 the	 house	 down	 with	 his	 physical	
antics.	 Masked	 throughout,	 he	 conveys	
broad	 comic	 actions	 through	 body	 lan-
guage	 and	 impeccable	 timing.	 His	 coun-
terpart,	Dromio	of	Ephesus,	 is	played	by	
Eric	 Bloom	 and	 they	 are	 well	 matched	
throughout.
	 It	 is	 a	 Kingsmen	 tradition	 to	 some-
times	 tweek	 the	 Bard’s	 offerings	 a	 bit,	
such	as	shifting	eras	or	costumes,	but	re-
taining	 the	 original	 dialogue.	 	 This	 year	
director	Kevin	Kern,	a	professor	of	theatre	
arts	 from	the	University	of	West	Florida,	
has	 elected	 to	 present	 the	 comic	 tale	 in	
the	 commedia	 dell’	 arte	 style	 of	 the	 Ital-
ian	Renaissance,	which	 features	 slapstick	
comedy	 and	 actors	 in	 masks	 that	 identi-
fied	their	stereotype	characters	to	theater-
goers	of	the	time.		It	is	a	natural	fit	and	the	
adjustment	works	splendidly.
	 In	 the	 program	 notes	 director	 Kern,	
himself	an	alum	of	both	CLU	and	Kings-
men	 productions,	 shares	 the	 quotation,	
“Artists	 don’t	 steal,	 they	 pay	 homage,”	
and	then	cops	to	paying	lots	of	homage	
in	this	show.		The	physical	comedy	influ-
ences	of	clowns	from	the	Marx	Brothers	
to	 the	 Three	 Stooges	 are	 clearly	 evident	
and	 heighten	 the	 hilarity	 immensely	
thanks	 to	 superb	 performances	 by	 the	
professional	 cast.	 	 We	 found	 ourselves	
thoroughly	engaged.
	 The	Kingsmen	Shakespeare	Company	
is	the	resident	professional	theater	at	Cal	
Lutheran	University.	 	Accordingly,	except	
for	 student	 apprentices,	 the	 cast	 of	 this	
production	is	comprised	entirely	of	acting	
pros	 with	 extensive	 television,	 stage	 and	
other	 credits.	 	 For	 example,	 Laurie	 Wal-
ters,	 who	 was	 daughter	 Joanie	 Bradford	
on	 TV’s	 “Eight	 is	 Enough,”	 portrays	 an	
Abbess	in	this	comedy.		They	all	play	their	
roles	to	the	hilt	and	add	a	fine	luster	to	the	
production.
	 The	 second	 show	 of	 the	 Festival,	 on	
the	boards	 from	July	23	 through	August	
8,	is	the	lesser	known	Shakespearean	dra-
ma	The	Winter’s	Tale	which,	coincidently,	
is	also	being	staged	this	summer	by	Ojai’s	
Theater	150.	The	plot	 is	characterized	as	
being	 at	 once	 tragic	 and	 comic,	 solemn	
and	 irreverent,	 while	 touching	 on	 issues	
of	suspected	infidelity,	love,	honor,	reflec-
tion,	redemption	and	rebirth.
	 Each	 show	 is	 presented	 in	 scenic	
Kingsmen	Park	 in	the	center	of	 the	CLU	
Thousand	 Oaks	 campus.	 	 	 There	 is	 pre-
show	 entertainment	 presented	 by	 mem-
bers	of	the	Festival	Apprentice	Company.		
Parking	is	free	and,	as	we	noted,	so	is	ad-
mission	for	anyone	18	or	under.

Botanical gardens
Continued from page 12
I	noticed	nearly	everyone	drove	their	car	
to	 the	 top	 of	 Kalorama	 for	 the	 vision	
presentation.	 Shame	 and	 humilia-
tion	hasn’t	broken	us	of	the	habit.	I	
suspect	 this	 is	 because	 people	 can’t	
walk	very	fast	or	very	far	and	yet	we	
want	to	go	fast	and	we	want	to	go	far.	
	 Like	water,	people	flow	more	eas-
ily	 downhill.	 I	 just	 can’t	 see	 large	
numbers	of	visitors	walking	up	into	
the	gardens.	Scientist	like	Ray	Kurz-
weil	 claim	 in	 less	 than	 20	 years	 the	
average	person	will	be	stronger	than	
today’s	 Olympic	 champions.	 In	
twenty	years	the	gardens	will	just	be	
coming	 into	 their	 own	 and	 visitors	
might	well	be	sprinting	to	the	top	of	
Brakey	 Road	 but	 for	 now	 most	 will	
want	to	drive	to	the	top.	
	 In	fairness	to	Mia	Lehrer	and	her	
team,	Fredrick	Law	Olmsted	himself	
might	 not	 earn	 more	 than	 a	 C	 for	
circulation	 on	 this	 steep	 site.	 Mia’s	
master	vision	plan	offers	great	prom-
ise	 but	 only	 if	 the	 gardens	 attract	
enough	 visitors	 to	 justify	 the	 con-
siderable	 cost	 which	 she	 reluctantly	
pegged	 at	 more	 than	 a	 million	 dol-
lars	and	less	than	twenty-five.	Learn	
more	 at:	 http://www.venturabotani-
calgardens.com/
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Mother Goose and Grimm
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H&S Home Repair
Electrical • Plumbing • Heating • Kitchen • Bath 

Painting • Tile • Stucco • Windows • Wood 
Flooring • Masonry • Blockwall • Driveway 

Roofing • Water damage restoration • Mobile 
Homes • Designs and Blue Prints

805.641.2222(Lic #642719)   
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KFWS • MindGym
July 5, 2010

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Start-
ing something new is always exciting
for the adventurous Aries. And here’s
the good news: This time you might be
able to get some assistance in helping
you finish what you’ve started.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Put
your daydreaming penchant on hold
for now, and face the facts as they are,
not as you’d like them to be. Your cus-
tomary hardheaded approach to
“deals,” etc., would be called for.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Prob-
lems beyond your control might delay
some of your plans. But things should
start to get back to normal by midweek.
The weekend could bring an unexpect-
ed (but welcome) visitor.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) It’s a
good time to buckle down and tackle
those unfinished tasks so you’ll be
ready to take on other projects. The
week’s end could bring an invitation
from a most surprising source.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Mixed
signals could create a few stressful
moments for the Lion. But by mid-
week, explanations should help ease
the tension. The weekend is party time!
Share it with someone special.

VIRGO (August 23 to September
22) This is a good “catching up” week
for finishing tasks, calling old friends
and maybe reading that book you
haven’t opened yet or renting that

movie you wanted to see again.
LIBRA (September 23 to October

22) Money matters should be worked
out, even if it takes time away from a
more romantic situation. Better to set-
tle things before feelings turn hard and
angry on all sides.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) A job-related problem could
turn out to be less troublesome than it
seemed at first. Just a few moments of
talk ’twixt the parties resolves every-
thing to everyone’s satisfaction.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) The Sagittarian Archer
takes aim at health and fitness issues
this week. Watch your diet, and try to
put more exercise time into your typi-
cally busy schedule.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to Jan-
uary 19) As you continue to focus on a
career or job change, it’s a good time to
look over some of your rarely used
skills and see where they can fit into
your future workplace plans.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) A loved one’s health might be
worrisome, but there’s good news by
midweek. Expect people who share
your ideas and your goals to try to con-
tact you by the week’s end.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20)
A colleague’s request that makes the
typically perceptive Pisces feel
uncomfortable is a request you proba-
bly will want to turn down. The week-
end favors family get-togethers.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a
gift for making others feel warm and
wanted. Even newcomers feel like old
friends.

© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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• On July 22, 1598, William Shake-
speare’s play “The Merchant of
Venice” is entered on the Stationers’
Register. By decree of Queen Eliza-
beth, the Stationers’ Register licensed
printed works, giving the Crown tight
control over all published material.

• On July 19, 1799, a black basalt
slab inscribed with ancient writing is
discovered in Egypt. The artifact,
called the Rosetta Stone, held the key
to solving the riddle of hieroglyphics,
a written language that had been
“dead” for nearly 2,000 years.

• On July 24, 1911, American arche-
ologist Hiram Bingham gets his first
look at Machu Picchu, an ancient Inca
settlement in Peru. Machu Picchu is
believed to have been a summer retreat
for Inca leaders, whose civilization
was wiped out by Spanish invaders in
the 16th century.

• On July 21, 1925, schoolteacher
John T. Scopes is convicted of violat-
ing Tennessee’s new law against
teaching evolution. The case was nev-
er really in doubt. On May 4, the
American Civil Liberties Union had
offered to help any Tennessee school-
teacher challenge the law. To gain pub-
licity for the town of Dayton, Scopes, a
local science teacher, agreed to fill the
role since he wasn’t planning to stay in
Dayton anyway. No one was really
concerned whether he had actually
taught evolution to his students.

• On July 20, 1963, Jan and Dean’s
“Surf City” reaches the top of the
charts. “Surf City” might be mistaken
for a Beach Boys record, but the Beach
Boys had yet to have a No. 1 hit at that
time.

• On July 23, 1976, members of the
American Legion gathered in
Philadelphia begin suffering from a
mysterious form of pneumonia. By
Aug. 2, 22 people were dead and hun-
dreds more were experiencing pneu-
monia-like symptoms. Their ailment
would come to be known as Legion-
naires disease.

• On July 25, 1985, Rock Hudson, a
tall, dark and handsome Hollywood
leading man of the 1950s and 1960s,
announces through a press release that
he is suffering from acquired immune
deficiency syndrome (AIDS). Hudson
became the first major celebrity to go
public with such a diagnosis.

© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Sports

To purchase TickeTs visiT www.vcfusion.com or conTacT (805) 830-8027
feel The pride! feel The passion!! feel The fusion!!!

Fusion Brings Top LeveL 
proFessionaL soccer Back 

To venTura counTy

vs.

ventura county fusion vs portsmouth football club

July 17, 2010   /   kick off 3:00pm 
(stadium to open at 2:30pm)

oxnard college
4000 s. rose ave., oxnard, ca 93033

Tickets
$15 for adults & $8 for youth in advance
$20 for adults & $12 for youth at the gate

USL PDL
2009 PDL National Champions

 2 x England Premier League (EPL) Champion
2 x FA Cup Champion  /  2010 FA Cup Finalist

8 players in 2010 World Cup

 2 x England Premier League (EPL) Champion 2 x England Premier League (EPL) Champion
2 x FA Cup Champion  /  2010 FA Cup Finalist2 x FA Cup Champion  /  2010 FA Cup Finalist

8 players in 2010 World Cup8 players in 2010 World Cup

Football League 
Championship

2498 East Main Street, Ventura
Phone: (805) 653-9151

Don’t Let Summer Pass You By!

FAMILY DENTISTRY
At The Same Location Since 1988

OVER 22 YEARS EXPERIENCE!
Oral Surgery (extractions)  •  Root Canals  •  Gum Treatments

Fillings  •  Crowns  •  Bridges  •  Dentures  •  Second Opinions
Same Day Relines  •  Children Welcome (6 years and up)

COMFORTABLE AND CARING
Senior Discounts  •  Payments in Advance  •  Interest Free Financing

805.650.1270
5722 Telephone Rd., #4

Ventura
(Corner of Telephone and Victoria, 

in the Vons Shopping Center)

Care Credit 

Comprehensive Oral 
Exam and Cleaning
 (Oral Cancer included)

20% Discount for Senior Citizens & for Veterans on All Treatments
General Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry • Periodontal Treatment (Implants Done 

by a Periodontal Specialist) • Endodontic Treatments • Sedation Dentistry • Nitrous

178 S. Victoria Ave., Suite A Ventura • 805-677-5900
All PPO’s accepted. We also accept Care Credit.

www.dentalcareofventura.com

178 S. Victoria Ave., Suite A Ventura • 805-677-5900

Dental Care of Ventura
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Ventura 
County 
Fusion 
poised for 
late PDL 
playoffs run
by Keith R. Pillow
Correspondent

	 Tick	 tock,	 tick	 tock.	 Like	 a	 grandfa-
ther	 clock	 approaching	 midnight,	 the	
2010	Premier	Development	League	(PDL)	
season	is	rapidly	drawing	to	a	close,	and	
the	Ventura	County	Fusion	know	time	is	
of	the	essence.
	 The	 reigning	 PDL	 champions,	 the	
Fusion	 know	 they	 must	 win	 all	 three	
remaining	games,	 two	of	which	are	at	
home	 at	 Buena	 High	
School’s	Bulldog	Stadi-
um,	to	have	any	chance	
of	making	the	playoffs.
	 After	 its	 July	 10	
victory	 on	 the	 road	
against	 the	 BYU	 Cou-
gars,	 the	 team	 sits	 at	
8-4-1	 on	 the	 season,	
and	 in	 third	 place	 in	
the	Southwest	Division	
standings.	 In	 addition,	
the	Fusion	are	just	four	
points	 behind	 second-
place	 Hollywood	 Unit-
ed	 Hitmen,	 and	 five	
points	 behind	 the	 di-
vision-leading	 Orange	
County	Blue	Star.	Only	
the	top	two	teams	from	
each	 division	 advance	
to	the	post-season.
	 “Our	 backs	 are	
against	the	wall,	so	the	
players	 must	 respond	 accordingly	 to	
ensure	 we	 qualify	 for	 the	 always-chal-
lenging	 playoffs	 round,”	 said	 Ranbir	
Shergill,	 general	 manager	 of	 the	 Fu-
sion.	“We	know	we	have	the	desire	and	
talent	to	make	it	happen,	so	now	it’s	a	
matter	 of	 converting	 that	 energy	 into	
victories.	 Of	 course,	 there	 are	 never	
any	guarantees	in	this	sport,	even	if	we	
do	 win	 all	 three	 games,	 but	 it	 would	
be	 encouraging	 to	 end	 this	 season	 on	
a	positive	note	with	a	trio	of	victories.	
If	we	take	care	of	business,	the	results	
will	come.”
	 The	 Fusion	 square	 off	 against	 the	

Lancaster	 Rattlers	 at	 home	 on	 Friday,	
July	16	at	7:00	p.m.,	and	then	wrap	up	
the	season	the	following	week	on	Sat-
urday,	 July	 24	 with	 a	 home	 match	 at	
7:00	 p.m.	 versus	 the	 Los	 Angeles	 Leg-
ends.
	 The	 most	 important	 match-up	
falls	in	between,	an	away	game	against	
the	 first-place	 Orange	 County	 Blue	
Star	 on	 Sunday,	 July	 18.	 Last	 week,	
the	 Fusion	 edged	 the	 Blue	 Star,	 2-1,	
in	 a	 hard-fought	 contest	 at	 Buena.	
With	 a	 win	 on	 the	 road	 this	 weekend,	
the	Fusion	could	make	up	substantial	
ground	on	the	Blue	Star	 in	the	stand-
ings,	 and	 propel	 themselves	 straight	
into	the	playoffs	mix.
	 The	 question	 mark	 is	 the	 Fusion	
also	plays	an	exhibition	against	former	
English	 Premier	 League	 club	 Ports-
mouth	on	Saturday,	July	17	at	Oxnard	
College.	 With	 three	 games	 in	 three	
days,	 fatigue	 could	 be	 a	 factor	 in	 the	
Fusion’s	2010	season	curtain	call.
	 “We	 realize	 we’re	 asking	 a	 lot	 of	
our	 players	 to	 participate	 in	 three	
matches	in	consecutive	days,	including	

one	 against	 a	 re-
nowned	club	fea-
turing	 multiple	
FIFA	 World	 Cup	
p a r t i c i p a n t s , ”	
added	 Fusion	
Head	 Coach	
Ole	 Mikkelsen.	
“ E x h a u s t i o n ,	
pressure,	 and	
performance	 ex-
pectations	 can	
weigh	 on	 any	
team.	 Howev-
er,	 our	 players	
know	 these	 re-
maining	 games	
are	 golden	 op-
portunities	 for	
them	 to	 shine.	
We’re	 confident	
that	 our	 team	
will	be	fully	pre-
pared	 for	 this	

week’s	 contests,	 and	 will	 do	 their	
best	to	bring	another	PDL	champion-
ship	to	Ventura	County.”
	 Tickets	for	the	Fusion-Portsmouth	
match	 are	 still	 available	 by	 contact-
ing	Fusion	headquarters	at	 (805)	277-
9742,	 or	 by	 ordering	 online	 at	 http://
www.vcfusion.com/tickets.	 Ticket	
prices	 are	 $15	 each	 for	 adults,	 and	 $8	
each	for	children	under	the	age	of	12,	
if	 purchased	 in	 advance	 through	 VC-
Fusion.com.	 At	 the	 gate,	 ticket	 prices	
are	 $20	 each	 for	 adults,	 and	 $12	 each	
for	 youths.	 All	 Fusion	 season	 ticket	
holders	will	be	admitted	free.

The reigning PDL 
champions, the 

Fusion know they 
must win all three 
remaining games, 
two of which are 
at home at Buena 

High School’s 
Bulldog Stadium, 

to have any chance 
of making the 

playoffs.
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Power Steering 
Flush $50.00

Fluid included.

Brake Fluid 
Flush $50.00

Fluid included.

Clean Injectors 
$79.95

Chemicals included, 
fuel fi lter additional.

Ventura Automotive 
Complete Auto, Truck Repair and Service

Open Seven days 8am to 7pm
and Sundays too!

500 N. Ventura Avenue, Ventura
648.5262/218.9846
vtaautorepair.com

Air Conditioning 
Special
$29.95 

plus Freon
We certify diesel trucks.

Emergency Service 
24/7

657.8341   866.304.2957

$39.95
Smog Check, Certifi cate Extra

(Most Vehicles)
In & Out Quickly!

Must present Coupon Expires 8/31/10

Clean Injectors 

Open Seven days 8am to 7pm

Oil Change 
$29.95

Filter, oil included.

Monday and Tuesday – Extra Large Pizza, 
one topping, $10.99 or Spaghetti, $4.95

Free Delivery
1700 E. Thompson 

Ventura
805.648.1070

Free Delivery
509 S. C Street

Oxnard
805.483.5000

$6.95
Medium 1 topping, pick up only.

Family Deal
1 Extra Large, 2 toppings & any 
large salad & 6 chicken wings, 

$26.95 

Large BBQ Chicken or
Garlic Chicken Alfredo Pizza

$13.99

$18.99
 for 2 Medium Pizzas, 2 toppings!

WiFi at both locations

Harbor Chiropractic

Center

Dr. John Sherf
Specializing in Locating, Analyzing and Removing Pain!

We accept all PPO insurances with chiropractic benefits.
DON’T DELAY, CALL TODAY! 

3639 Harbor Blvd. Suite #119, Ventura, California 93001 
805-650-0550 

www.harborchiropracticcenter.com
Mention this ad and get a FREE 30 minute massage!

Neck Pain • Sciatic Pain 

Lower Back Pain 

Headaches • Joint Stiffness 

Acute and Chronic 
Pain Management

WE OFFER MASSAGE!
SPECIALIST in pain-associated 

injuries due to:
•Water sports  •Sailing/boating 
•Golf  •Work Injuries •Personal 

Injuries •Auto Accidents

Health

El iminate a l l  fr izz  and unwanted curl . 
Enjoy youthfu l ,  sh iny condi t ioned hair!

Your Brazil ian Blow Out lasts up to 5 months!
Safe on color/chemical ly  treated hair.

Free consul tat ion • Late evening appointments

Ment ion th is ad for 10% of f  fu l l  service
Includes deep penetrat ing condi t ioner

Debbie Cerino             805-443-6460

Get Your 
Brazilian 
Blow Out 
for Easy Summer Hair!

It’s Lyme time – 
tick tick tick!
by Nanci Cone

	 Each	 year	 thousands	 of	 people	 are	
bitten	by	ticks	and	become	infected	with	
Lyme	 disease	 –	 a	 disease	 discovered	 in	
Old	Lyme,	CT	in	the	1970s	that	is	now	one	
of	the	fastest	growing	diseases	in	the	U.S.	
	 It’s	a	bacterial	infection	caused	by	a	spi-
rochete	 called	 Bb	 Borrelia	 burgdorferi	 and	
symptoms	 can	 include	 fever,	 headaches,	
joint	 pain,	 fatigue,	 confusion	 and	 facial	
paralysis	 (Bell’s	 palsy).	 	 Most	 people	 think	
it’s	limited	to	the	eastern	United	States	but	
Lyme	has	now	been	reported	in	49	out	of	
the	50	states	and	California	is	one	of	them.		
Ticks	 carrying	 the	 disease	 are	 found	 any-
where	 there’s	 wildlife	 –	 meadows,	 grassy	
knolls	and	trees.	According	to	Lisa	Messner	
(Founder,	Ventura/L.A.	County	Lyme	Dis-
ease	Support&	Education	Group),	“Ventu-
ra	and	Malibu	are	two	coastal	communities	
whose	 vector-bourne	 studies	 have	 shown	
approx.	8-10	ticks	per	blade	of	grass!”
	 The	 biggest	 problem	 is	 misdiagno-
sis.		People	have	been	diagnosed	as	having	
chronic	 fatigue	 syndrome,	 fibromyalgia,	
MS,	ALS	and	even	Alzheimer’s.		Addition-
ally,	 Parkinson’s	 disease,	 certain	 forms	 of	
arthritis,	 heart	 irregularities,	 panic	 disor-
der,	depression,	brain-fog	and	a	number	of	
other	conditions	are	actually	Lyme-related.
	 The	Lyme	Disease	Association	recom-
mends	 spraying	 your	 clothes	 with	 DEET	
but	for	anyone	allergic	to	this	compound,	
there’s	 a	 non-toxic	 alternative,	 www.Ten-
derCorp.com	(ask	for	Simon).	 	If	the	dis-
ease	is	caught	early	enough	oral	antibiot-
ics	have	been	proven	effective	 in	battling	
it	 and	 for	 a	 person	 who	 has	 been	 misdi-
agnosed,	 the	 proven	 protocol	 is	 to	 com-
bine	an	“antibiotic	cocktail”	 that	may	be	
administered	by	oral	or	IV	and	hyperbaric	
oxygen	 therapy	 (HBOT)	 that	 involves	
oxygen	administered	under	pressure	 in	a	
chamber	for	at	least	60	minutes.
	 Annie	Gabriel,	the	ultimate	Lyme-sur-
vivor	went	from	an	executive	in	the	enter-
tainment	Industry	to	a	bedridden,	bloated,	
crippled,	near-death	experiment.	Annie	(Ly-
meDiseaseCoach@gmail.com),	has	become	
a	national	spokesperson,	patient	advocate,	
published	health	writer,	with	a	local	weekly	
cable	show	called,	‘Lyme	Disease:	101’,	with	
a	Self-Help	Book	and	Documentary	in	the	
works.	“There	may	be	no	cure	for	chronic	
or	advanced	Lyme,	but,	there	is	remission	
and	my	goal	 is	to	help	as	many	people	as	
I	 can	 navigate	 the	 red-tape	 and	 crooked	
paths	to	Lyme-remission.”		
	 According	 to	 Dir.	 Mike	 Bittner,	 CHT,	
“Hyperbaric	 Oxygen	 Therapy	 (HBOT)	 is	

a	 prescribed	 treatment	 approved	 by	 the	
FDA	and	AMA	in	which	a	person	breathes	
100%	 medical	 grade	 oxygen	 while	 under	
increased	 pressure,	 a	 study	 that	 is	 well	
documented	 and	 supported	 by	 scientific	
research	and	clinical	trials.	During	HBOT,	
high	 levels	 of	 oxygen	 dissolve	 into	 the	
blood,	plasma,	and	tissues.	The	treatment	
allows	oxygen	to	reach	areas	where	there	is	
little	blood	flow	due	to	 inflammation,	 in-
jury,	infection,	or	disease.	HBOT	promotes	
the	growth	of	new	blood	vessels,	which	en-
hances	blood	flow,	tissue	growth,	and	the	
body’s	ability	to	heal.”
	 In	 Ventura,	 Mike	 Bittner	 offers	 this	
therapy	 at	 his	 Hyperbaric	 Center,	 801	 S.	
Victoria	 Ave.,	 Suite	 103	 (corner	 of	 Victo-
ria	 and	 Thille),	 644-4164,	 www.hcocinc.
com.	The	new	VENTURA/OJAI	Lyme	Dis-
ease	 Community	 Group	 meeting	 will	 be	
held	 Wednesday,	 July	 21	 from	 6:30-7:30	
pm	 at	 the	 center.	 	 Family	 and	 friends	 of	
the	Lyme	patient	are	highly	encouraged	to	
come	and	learn	about	the	disease	and	new	
modalities	for	remission.	Open	discussion	
and	a	tour	of	the	facility	included.		Please	
RSVP	if	you	can	attend	though	no	one	will	
be	turned	away.

Free seminar on 
complementary 
options for 
cancer 
	 The	 Wellness	 Community	 Valley/
Ventura	 and	 the	 Community	 Memorial	
Hospital	 Cancer	 Resource	 Center	 in-
vite	 cancer	 patients,	 survivors,	 and	
caregivers	 to	 a	 free	 workshop	 entitled	
“Cancer	from	a	Chinese	Medicine	Per-
spective”	 with	 licensed	 acupuncturist	
Mike	 Long,	 L.Ac.	 	 The	 program	 will	
take	 place	 Tuesday,	 July	 20	 from	 6	 to	
7:30	p.m.	at	the	CMHS	Cancer	Resour-
ce	Center,	located	inside	the	Center	for	
Family	 Health,	 120	 North	 Ashwood	
Ave.		To	RSVP	please	call		652-5459.
	 The	 purpose	 of	 this	 workshop	 is	
to	 help	 people	 with	 cancer	 and	 their	
loved	 ones	 make	 informed	 choices	
about	 complementary	 medicine.	 	 Pre-
senter	 Mike	 Long,	 L.Ac.	 will	 focus	
primarily	 on	 two	 modalities	 of	 tradi-
tional	Chinese	Medicine,	acupuncture	
and	qigong.			Topics	include	basic	con-
cepts	of	traditional	Chinese	Medicine,	
acupuncture,	 how	 it	 can	 help	 people	
with	cancer,	some	acupuncture	points	
participants	 can	 use	 themselves,	 a	 re-
view	of	the	evidence	base	in	the	US	and	
China	and	how	to	select	a	practitioner.		
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Ventura Breeze Service Directory

Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. 
Just contact advertising@venturabreeze.com or call 653-0791 for further information and to place your ad.

Mail BoxesTech Support

Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. 

Water DentistBikes

Kangen
Lynn B. Mikelatos, Mfg. Rep.

Enagic USA for Kangen WaterTM

The purest, alkalizing, detoxifying,
anti-aging delicious water.

www.KangenHillVentura.com

(805) 407-4302

Taxi

Ventura 
County Fairgrounds 

Swap Meet
Every Wednesday

7am to 2pm
Free Parking and Admission

Antiques • Collectibles 
Farmers’ Market

 Vendor Space Available
For Information call Sue Adams

818.590.5435
10 West Harbor Boulevard

www.snaauctions.com
Planning An Estate Sale?  

Call Sue Adams for a Free Consultation.

Tech Support

HypnotherapyHealth Insurance Unfinished Furniture




