
FREE

                   Vol. 3, No. 11                                          Published Every Other Wednesday                                             March 10 - 23, 2010                         Vol. 3, No. 16                                            Published Every Other Wednesday                                      May 19 - June 1, 2010          

18-year old 
lands plane at 
Balboa Middle 
School 
	 On	 May	 13	 disaster	 was	 prevented	
when	a	highly	experienced	18-year	old	pi-
lot	Evan	Byrne,	of	Ojai	managed	to	keep	
his	 disabled	 plane	 aloft	 long	 enough	
to	 find	 an	 open	 field	 at	 Balboa	 Middle	
School	(located	at	247	S.	Hill	Road)	and	
make	an	emergency	landing	without	any	
injuries	 to	 those	 on	 the	 ground	 or	 to	
himself.
	 He	 first	 planned	 to	 land	 at	 an	 ath-
letic	field	at	Buena	High	(the	site	of	this	
weekend’s	 Relay	 For	 Life)	 but	 couldn’t	
find	an	open	field	that	was	not	crowded	
with	students	so	he	decided	against	land-
ing	there	because	of	the	situation	on	the	
ground.	So	he	decided	to	land	at	Balboa	
instead	 and	 barely	 cleared	 tall	 trees	 and	
utility	lines	before	landing	the	aircraft	at	
the	school.
	 Ventura	City	Fire	units	had	respond-
ed	to	a	reported	plane	down	in	the	field	at	
the	Balboa	Middle	School	site.	The	Ven-
tura	Police	arrived	on	 the	 scene	 initially	
and	reported	that	the	pilot	had	removed	
himself	 from	the	plane	and	appeared	to	
be	uninjured.		
	 Fire	units	and	ambulance	employees	
continued	to	check	the	pilot’s	condition	
and	looked	for	any	potential	hazards.		
	 He	was	planning	to	land	at	the	Santa	
Paula	airport	and	began	experiencing	en-
gine	 and	 low	 fuel	 problems.	 He	 was	 the	
lone	 occupant	 in	 the	 yellow	 1949	 Piper	
cub	two	seat	plane.		
	 He	 credited	 the	 fact	 that	 he	 comes	
from	a	family	of	pilots	that	allowed	him	
to	have	the	experience	and	knowledge	to	
respond	to	the	situation	that	confronted	
him.	He	was	flying	before	he	was	driving	
a	car.

	 Ventura’s	first	monthly	block	party	was	held	on	May	12	on	Main	Street	between	California	
and	Oak	as	the	streets	were	closed	to	provide	booths,	music,	food	and	entertainment.	The	Block	
Party	was	a	huge	success	attended	by	hundreds	of	people.
	 It	will	be	held	from	3-7	pm	one	Wednesday	per	month	and	perhaps	more	based	upon	the	great	
turnout	of	this	first	one.
	 It	was	organized	by	Lore	Moll,	owner	of	the	Savory	Café	and	Bakery	who	will	also	be	devel-
oping	the	mini-park	on	Main	to	present	further	events	downtown.	She	would	like	to	see	the	block	
party	every	week	during	the	summer	and	so	would	we.
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Changes at the 
Santa Clara 
Senior 
Recreation 
Center?
by Peter Brown, Community Services 
Manager 
City	of	Ventura

	 Like	 most	 cities,	 the	 city	 of	 Ventura	
is	once	again	facing	a	significant	general	
fund	budget	 shortfall	 for	 the	next	fiscal	
year	beginning	on	 July	1.	Projected	gen-
eral	fund	revenue	has	dropped	from	$95	
million	to	approximately	$81	million	 in	
two	years.	That’s	a	decrease	of	15%	overall	
–	including	a	need	to	reduce	spending	by		
$7.7	million	for	the	fiscal	year	that	starts	
July	1.
	 The	 understandable	 question	 that	
many	seniors,	renters	and	Ventura	Travel	
Program	 participants	 are	 asking	 is	 –	
“Why	 is	 the	 Santa	 Clara	 Senior	 Recre-
ation	Center	being	targeted	in	this	bud-
get	reduction?”
	 Initially,	it	is	critical	to	acknowledge	
that	 the	 goal	 is	 not	 to	 reduce	 services,	
but	 to	 ensure	 that	 Ventura	 city	 govern-
ment	 lives	 within	 its	 means.	 The	 hard	
reality	is	that	service	levels	–	in	all	areas	
of	municipal	government	–	have	a	direct	
link	to	the	amount	of	financial	and	part-
nership	 resources	 that	 are	 available	 to	
purchase	those	services.		No	matter	how	
people	may	differ	on	how	to	achieve	the	
goal,	nearly	everyone	agrees	that	the	gov-
ernment	 shouldn’t	 spend	 more	 money	
than	it	takes	in,	even	if	that	forces	hard	
decisions	on	what	to	cut.
	 It	 is	 likely	 best	 if	 this	 discussion	 is	
framed	by	a	short-term	solution	to	a	ser-
vice	 level	 adjustment	 versus	 long-term	
strategic	planning	efforts	in	regard	to	the	
future	 of	 programming	 for	 older	 adults	
and	seniors	in	our	aging	community.
Short-term
	 The	 Downtown	 senior	 center	 costs	
$100,000	 a	 year	 in	 overhead.	 The	 goal	
is	not	to	shutter	the	center	–	the	goal	is	
to	 reduce	 the	 impact	 of	 that	 $100,000	
on	the	city	general	fund.	City	staff	 is	 in	
active	 negotiations	 with	 various	 private	
non-profit	 organizations	 to	 lease	 a	 por-
tion	of	 the	building,	 resulting	 in	a	win-
win	scenario	in	which	the	overhead	costs	
are	mitigated	and	a	portion	of	the	build-
ing	is	still	available	for	some	senior	pro-
grams.	This	is	one	example	of	creating	a	
partnership	that	redesigns	a	city	service	
resulting	in	budget	savings,	and	continu-
ity	in	programming.
	 While	 the	 partnership	 solution	 will	
result	in	a	continuity	of	some	services	at	
the	 center,	 staff	 recognizes	 that	 all	 cur-
rent	 uses	 will	 not	 be	 able	 to	 be	 accom-
modated	at	the	newly	configured	center.	
Community	Services	staff	are	proactively	
working	 to	 determine	 how	 and	 where	
displaced	 program	 might	 land.	 Current	

options	 include	 the	 Ventura	 Avenue	
Adult	Center,	the	Salvation	Army	facility	
on	S.	Petit	where	the	city	currently	oper-
ates	 the	 Eastside	 Café	 lunch	 program,	
and	the	Foster	Library	Topping	Meeting	
Room.	Breeze	readers	that	would	like	to	
participate	 in	 those	 conversations	 can	
contact	me	at	pbrown@cityofventura.net		
or	658-4707.		
Long-term
	 The	 city	 council	 and	 city	 staff	 have	
been	engaged	in	informal	discussions	for	
more	than	five	years	about	the	 inconve-
nient	 geographic	 grouping	 of	 the	 city’s	
only	two	centers	that	serve	seniors	and/
or	adults.	The	fact	is	that	the	Santa	Clara	
Senior	 Recreation	 Center	 and	 the	 Ven-
tura	Avenue	Adult	Center	are	located	ex-
actly	1.1	miles	apart	on	the	west	end	of	a	

community	that	spans	more	than	seven	
miles	 east.	 The	 long-term	 plan	 –	 when	
the	city	general	fund	budget	was	rapidly	
approaching	 $100	 million	 –	 has	 always	
been	 to	 move	 services	 from	 the	 older	
building	 that	 is	 the	 Santa	 Clara	 Senior	
Recreation	Center	to	an	as	yet	to	be	de-
termined	location	in	the	93003	or	93004	
area	code.		
	 In	conclusion,	while	some	displaced	
clients	might	choose	to	assess	that	a	re-
configuration	of	the	Santa	Clara	Senior	
Recreation	 Center	 signals	 a	 city	 de-em-
phasis	on	programs	for	older	adults	that	
could	not	be	further	from	the	truth.	An	
old	adage	reads	‘desperate	times	call	for	
desperate	 measures’.	 Today	 it	 might	 be	
better	stated:		‘difficult	times	call	for	cre-
ative	partnerships’.		

Despite	his	young	age	Evan	Byrne	has	been	fly-
ing	almost	his	entire	life
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Labor Day Weekend: Ventura Harbor’s Very First 
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on the Avenue
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Hours: Wed. – Sat. 11:00 am – 5:30 pm Featuring Ventura High School Artists

	 The	Ventura	Breeze	is	
looking	for	intern	(that	
means	 that	 you	 don’t	
get	paid)	photographers	
to	 cover	 local	 events.	
You	 will	 get	 a	 “byline”	
on	your	photos	and	be-
come	world	famous.

	 If	 you	 are	 interested	
in	 this	 exciting	 posi-
tion	 please	 email	 us	 at:	
editor@venturabreeze.
com.



Your Hometown Paper                                                                      www.venturabreeze.com                                                                                 Ventura Breeze    

3         May 19 - June 1, 2010Ventura Breeze      

The	Ventura	Breeze	is	your	free	local	community	
newspaper	published	every	other	Wednesday	and	

circulated	throughout	Ventura	and	to	many	locations	
in	Ojai	and	the	Channel	Islands	Harbor	located	

in	Oxnard.

Publisher

Sheldon	Brown
editor@venturabreeze.com

Pet editor

Professor	Scamp
scampclub@venturabreeze.com

Contributing Writers

Tim	Pompey	•	Rebecca	Wicks
Nanci	Cone	•	Karlene	Lang

Mira	Reverente	•	Peter	Godinez
Sophia	Kidd	(from	China)

Nelson	Wallace	•	John	Burke
Veronica	Johnson

Julie	D.	McCampbell

interns

Brooke	Demchuck	–	Ventura	High	School
Kathryne	Duckwitz	–	Ventura	High	School

senior Advisors

Nanci	Cone
Suz	Montgomery

Advertising Advisors

Leselie	Ann	Matthias
leselie10@sbcglobal.net

Adele	Rosales
a.rosales99@gmail.com

805.236.8438
Julie	D.	McCampbell

mccampbel2@aol.com

ProduCtion 
Alfred	J.	Lewis/studioNothing
alfred@studionothing.com

Printing

Roger	Wirsing
American	Foothill	Publishing	Co.

------------------------------

REACHING	US:
events & hAPPenings

events@venturabreeze.com

oPinions

opinions@venturabreeze.com

ArtiCles And Photos

editor@venturabreeze.com

Advertising

advertising@venturabreeze.com

Ventura Breeze
1575	Spinnaker	Drive,	105B-393

Ventura,	CA	93001
805.653.0791		•		Fax	805.641.3158

C
The	Ventura	Breeze	is	printed	with	

soy	based	ink	on	paper	with	minimum	
40%	recycled	content.

Opinion/Editorial

Mailbox

Sheldon	Brown
Publisher

Human affairs are like a chess game: Only those who do not take 
it seriously can be called good players.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 –	Hung	Tzu-Ch’Eng

Breeze:
	 Saw	 the	 article	 about	 my	 concert	
and	I	love	it!	=]	It’s	really	cool	–	thanks	
again	Sheldon	 to	you	and	everyone	at	
the	Ventura	Breeze	:)
Sade	Champagne

Editor:
	 This	 is	 from	 the	 Arizona	 Republic	
“The	federal	government	is	abdicating	its	
duty	 on	 the	 border.	 Arizona	 politicians	
are	 pandering	 to	 public	 fear.	 The	 re-
sult	is	a	state	law	that	intimidates	Lati-
nos	while	doing	nothing	to	curb	illegal	
immigration.	 This	 represents	 years	 of	
failure.	Years	of	politicians	taking	the	
easy	 way	 and	 allowing	 the	 debate	 to	
descend	into	chaos.”
	 I	 agree.	 I	 view	 this	 legislation	 as	
a	 mistake.	 And	 the	 mistake	 is	 tied	 to	
this	-	the	underlying	issue	is	immigra-
tion	 which	 is	 a	 federal	 matter.	 While	
state	 governments	 are	 allowed	 to	 get	
involved	 in	 immigration	 the	 federal	

The	inequality	of	code	enforcement
	 As	 a	 result	 of	 poor	 judgement	 and	
complete	 disregard	 of	 human	 and	 civil	
rights,	 the	 City	 recently	 initiated	 a	
pro-active	code	enforcement	program.		
It	 seemingly	 targeted	 older	 citizens,	
many	retired,	living	on	a	fixed	income	
or	 social	 security.	 but	 now	 able	 to	
enjoy	 the	 safety	 and	 comfort	 of	 well-
earned	 ownership	 	 of	 an	 older	 home	
City-directed	 inspectors	 	 focused,	 not	
mainly	on	safety	 factors,	but	 required	
unreasonble	 repairs	 with	 	 pricey	 non-
compliance	 fines	 for	 violators.	 	 The	
overall	 explosive	 fear	 of	 victimization	
and	 disbelief	 was	 so	 intense	 that	 the	
City	 was	 forced	 to	 shelve	 this	 abusive	
program	 temporarily	 pending	 further	
study.	 	 Concerned	 citizens	 formed	
“The	Ventura	Safe	Housing	Collabora-
tive”	committee	to	work	with	the	City	
to	reach	fair	and	reasonable	solutions	
to	 this	 horrendous	 issue,	 including	
“grandfathering”.
	 Regarding	Consent	Item	#3	on	the	

government	 is	 the	 primary	 authority.	
Implementing	this	legislation	without	
the	 collaboration	 of	 our	 Federal	 go-
vernment	 would	 continue	 to	 offer	 a	
simplex	answer	to	a	complex	equation.	
This	 will	 almost	 certainly	 result	 with	
the	 true	 concerns	 of	 Arizona’s	 resi-
dents	not	being	addressed.
	 I	can	agree	that	comprehensive	im-
migration	reform	is	necessary	–	as	are	
secure	national	borders.	Where	I	disa-
gree	is	with	the	course	of	action	selec-
ted.	
	 	 I	don’t	 view	Senate	Bill	1070	as	a	
sign	of	racism	as	much	as	I	view	it	as	a	
sign	of	frustration.		Could	this	mistake	
be	the	stimulus	that	pushes	our	Fede-
ral	 Government	 to	 finally	 address	 the	
need	 for	 comprehensive	 immigration	
reform?	I	am	not	about	to	get	my	ho-
pes	up	–	I	think	we	will	see	that	reform	
when	 our	 elected	 officials	 are	 willing	
to	 place	 the	 good	 of	 the	 country	 first	
–	instead	of	the	good	of	their	political	
party.	 I	 think	 we	 will	 see	 that	 reform	
when	we,	the	citizens	and	voters,	send	
a	clear	message	to	our	Federal	govern-
ment	that	we	want	to	see	this	reform.
	 Perhaps	 it’s	 our	 Federal	 Govern-
ment	 that	 should	 be	 boycotted.	 And	
since	 we	 the	 voters	 have	 elected	 our	
government	 perhaps	 we	 should	 just	
boycott	ourselves.
	 Watching	 news	 reports	 reflecting	
the	 lack	 of	 true	 national	 dialog	 on	
various	 issues	 -	 this	 includes	 compre-
hensive	immigration	reform	-	it	seems	
clear	 our	 nation	 would	 benefit	 by	 ta-
king	 a	 giant	 chill	 pill.	 How	 can	 we	
possible	build	up	our	nation	if	we	use	

May	 10	 City	 Council	 meeting	 agenda,	
City	 staff	 recommends	 extending	 the	
deadline	for	study	results.	 	The	VSHC	
wants		to	review	current	codes	for	pos-
sible	 	deletion	of	non-relevant	 laws	to	
enable	it	to	design	of	what	can	be	con-
sidered	fair,	reasonable		and	sane	solu-
tions.		Most	urgent	is	that	the	commit-
tee,	 and	 all	 parties,	 be	 made	 aware	 of	
what	 are	 State-mandated	 laws	 (which	
cannot	 be	 changed}	 and	 to	 identify	
what	 local	 laws	 can	 be	 adapted	 to	 al-
low	 “grandfathering”.	 	 With	 full	 dis-
closure	and	understanding,		this	prob-
lem	will	not	culminate	in	just	another	
“do	nothing”	excuse	for	the	City	to	use	
its	bureaucratic	powers	to	promote	its	
one-sided	 programs,	 all	 the	 while	 vio-
lating	existing	laws	and	codes.		
	 One	way	I	can	suggest	to	have	fair-
ness	 prevail	 in	 the	 ongoing	 code	 en-
forcement	 program	 is	 that	 all	 council	
members,	staff	and	city	employees	sub-
ject	themselves	to	city	code	inspection	
as	 evidence	 of	 willingness	 to	 obey	 the	
very	laws	imposed	upon	its	citizenry.		
Helen	Yunker			

In	 our	 last	 issue	 we	
had	 an	 article	 “Move	
to	 recall	 Mayor	 Ful-
ton	 advances”	 that	
explained	that	a	small	
group	 of	 Venturans	
will	 be	 moving	 for-
ward	 to	 try	 to	 recall	

Mayor	Bill	Fulton.
	 9,500	signatures	will	need	 to	be	col-
lected	by	June	10	for	the	recall	to	appear	
on	 the	 November	 2	 ballot.	 If	 the	 signa-
tures	 are	 turned	 in	 after	 June	 it	 would	
push	 the	 measure	 into	 its	 own	 special	
election	–	at	the	cost	of	$250,000	in	our	
money.
	 I	 have	 said	 this	 before,	 but	 because	
this	 might	 actually	 become	 a	 reality,	 I	
want	to say	that	I	think	that	this	recall	is	
ridiculous	and	uncalled	for.
	 Bill	 Fulton	 is	 only	 one	 vote	 out	 of	
seven	 (no	 more	 or	 no	 less)	 on	 the	 city	
council	so	I	don’t	understand	why	there	
is	 an	 attempt	 to	 recall	 him	 specifically.	
If	 it	 is	 thought	that	he	 is	so	strong	that	
the	other	council	members	just	go	along	
with	him	I	think	that	this	is	an	insult	to	
the	other	council	members	who	often	di-
vide	on	their	voting.
	 He	 is	 no	 more	 responsible	 for	 the	
good	 and	 bad	 out	 of	 city	 hall	 then	 any	
other	 city	 council	 member.	 Forget	 the	
fact	that	this	could	cost	us	$250,000.00.	
	 If	 you	 are	 asked	 to	 sign	 the	 recall	 I	
suggest	 that	 you	 don’t.	 If	 you	 are	 un-
happy	with	the	actions	of	the	city	council	
then	show	up	at	the	city	council	meetings	
and	express	your	unhappiness	and	ideas	
in	a	more	logical	manner.

	 I	want	to	thank	all	of	the	wonderful	
people	who	walked	(or	ran)	at	the	Relay	
for	Life	held	this	weekend	at	Buena	High	
to	raise	money	for	the	American	Cancer	
Society.	 Especially	 (of	 course)	 the	 mem-

bers	of	the	Pierpont	Racquet	Club-Ventu-
ra	Breeze	Team.
	 It	 was	 a	 wonderful	 and	 uplifting	
event	that	raised	over	$200,000.00,	which	
is	more	 than	 last	year	which	 is	amazing	
in	the	present	economy.	Great	music	and	
food	 with	 a	 free	 pancake	 breakfast	 pre-
pared	by	the	Elks.
	 I	was	disappointed	that	I	did	not	see	
any	members	of	the	city	council	 there.	 I	
know	that	they	are	busy	but	some	could	

have	at	least	been	at	the	opening	or	clos-
ing	ceremonies.	
	 If	any	of	you	were	there	to	walk	let	me	
know	and	I	will	let	the	world	know.

	 Recently	the	VC	Star	had	an	editorial	
that	 I	 take	exception	with	regarding	the	
new	exclusively	children’s	second	floor	at	
Foster	Library.
	 It	stated	that	“On	the	second	floor	at	
Foster	Library,	adults	who	are	not	accom-

panied	by	children	are	shown	the	door”.
	 This	is	just	not	true.	I	was	there	alone	
the	other	day,	as	were	several	other	adults	
without	children	in	tow	and	we	were	not	
“shown	the	door”	and	I’m	a	pretty	shady	
looking	guy.
	 Library	 employees	 are	 keeping	 their	
eyes	on	adults	who	are	 just	 lingering	on	
the	second	floor	 for	no	apparent	 reason	
and	 would	 like	 to	 suggest	 that	 adults	
alone	don’t	specifically	go	upstairs	to	just	
use	the	bathrooms	when	they	could	stay	
downstairs.
	 Adults	 that	 are	 upstairs	 should	 be	
there	to	look	for	books	for	their	children	
or	 other	 related	 children	 purposes	 and	
not	to	just	“hang	out.	Isn’t	this	what	par-
ents	would	want?
	 The	 new	 exclusively	 for	 kid’s	 books	
and	events	second	floor	 is	very-very	nice	
and	much	larger	than	the	kid’s	area	that	
was	at	Foster	Park	and	parking	is	located	
behind	 the	 library	 right	 at	 the	 second	
floor	-	so	check	it	out	already.
	 Also	 your	 books	 can	 be	 returned	 to	
the	 book	 drop	 at	 (ex)Foster	 Library	 if	 it	
is	more	convenient	for	you.	They	pick	up	
every	day	but	books	returned	will	be	back	
dated	so	that	you	don’t	get	fined.	If	you	
have	 any	 problem	 with	 the	 book	 drop	
please	call	 Jane	at	Foster	Library	at	648-
2715.

	 Plans	 to	 finally	 remodel	 and	 (hope-
fully)	rent	out	the	north	end	of	the	Mall	
by	the	Macerich	Co.	are	moving	along.
	 This	 is	 the	 portion	 right	 behind	 the	
bus	 stop	 (bus	 accident)	 that	 is	 on	 Tele-
graph	 Rd.	 that	 was	 of	 late	 the	 home	 of	
Circuit	 City,	 where	 the	 sign	 has	 been	
there	 for	150	years	announcing	that	Pa-
vilions	was	going	in.	
	 It	has	been	a	long	time	coming	and	
construction	 might	 actually	 start	 in	
fall.	

so	 much	 energy	 to	 tear	 one	 another	
down?.	How	can	we	possible	build	up	
our	 nation	 if	 we	 are	 willing	 to	 strip	
people	 of	 their	 human	 dignity	 –	 and	
pretend	 it’s	OK	to	do	so	because	 they	
have	violated	the	law?
John	S.	Jones
Ventura
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City News

City of Ventura 
Hosts 2nd Town 
Hall Meeting 
to discuss Gold 
Coast service 
changes
	 The	 entire	 community	 is	 invited	 to	
attend	 a	 Town	 Hall	 Meeting	 on	 public	
transit	 tonight	at	6	p.m.	 in	 the	Commu-
nity	Room	at	the	Bell	Arts	Factory	located	
at	 432	 N.	 Ventura	 Ave.	 The	 meeting	 will	
give	 Ventura	 residents	 a	 chance	 to	 learn	
about	and	discuss	possible	service	changes	
to	Gold	Coast	Transit	bus	routes.
	 Mayor	Bill	Fulton	will	host	the	presen-
tation,	 with	 discussion	 of	 the	 proposed	
service	changes	by	Deborah	Linehan,	Ge-
neral	Manager	of	Gold	Coast	Transit,	and	
Jeff	Hereford	of	the	City’s	transportation	
staff.
	 After	 the	 presentation	 and	 discussi-
on,	attendees	will	have	the	opportunity	to	
share	their	thoughts	on	ways	the	respecti-
ve	agencies	may	close	the	spending	gap,	as	
well	as	pose	questions	to	the	panelists.		
	 For	 more	 information,	 contact	 Krys-
tal-Rose	Ramos	at	kramos@cityofventura.
net.

by Rebecca Wicks

	 After	 a	 final	 injunction	 failed	 ear-
lier	this	month,	the	city’s	redevelopment	
group	 –	 as	 ordered	 –	 cut	 a	 check	 for	 a	
little	more	than	$1	million	and	delivered	
it	to	the	county	auditor	controller	which	
will	disseminate	the	money	for	education	
purposes.
	 A	 recent	 ruling	 upheld	 a	 State	 As-
sembly	 Bill	 which	 diverts	 more	 than	
$2.05	billion	 in	redevelopment	monies	
to	 education	 over	 two	 years.	 	 The	 rul-
ing	is	being	appealed	by	the	California	
Redevelopment	 Association	 who	 filed	
the	injunction	in	hopes	redevelopment	
agencies	would	not	have	to	make	a	pay-
ment	until	the	appeal	was	considered.
	 “We	 had	 made	 arrangements	 to	
make	the	payment,	we	knew	it	was	com-
ing,”	said	Sid	White,	Ventura’s	econom-
ic	development	manager.
	 White’s	department	which	operates	
on	 a	 close	 to	 $3	 million	 budget	 annu-
ally	will	feel	the	difference.
	 “It	 basically	 means	 we’ll	 have	 that	
many	 less	 dollars	 to	 spend	 on	 capital	
improvements	 downtown,”	 explained	
White.	 	 “While	 the	 impact	 is	 not	 dev-
astating	 it	 does	 mean	 we’ll	 have	 less	
money	 to	 work	 on	 projects	 such	 as	
the	 downtown	 lighting	 program,	 Oak	
Street	 improvement	plans	and	parking	
structure	planning.”
	 Redevelopment	agencies	are	created	
with	 the	 aim	 to	 revitalize	 downtowns	
and	urban	core	areas.
	 The	 downtown	 redevelopment	
agency	has	 identified	 five	main	capital	
improvement	priorities	in	their	current	
five-year	 plan.	 	 The	 first	 is	 a	 parking	
management	 strategy	 that	 includes	 a	
new	parking	structure	downtown.		The	
second	 is	 the	 construction	 of	 a	 down-

town	restroom.	 	The	third	aims	to	up-
grade	lighting	downtown	for	both	aes-
thetic	and	safety	purposes.		The	fourth	
strives	 to	 improve	 Oak	 Street	 as	 the	
future	 US-101	 off-ramp	 corridor.	 	 The	
fifth	 works	 toward	 resurfacing	 the	 al-
ley	 between	 California	 and	 Chestnut	
Streets.
	 The	 group	 has	 accomplished	 a	
number	of	downtown	projects	through	
the	 years.	 	 They	 are	 responsible	 for	
planning	 and	 funding	 the	 widening	
of	 sidewalks,	 constructing	 the	 current	
parking	 structure	 at	 California	 and	
Santa	 Clara	 Streets	 and	 amassing	 the	
properties	 which	 ultimately	 led	 to	 the	
construction	of	the	Century	movie	the-
ater	complex.
	 Separately,	 city	 officials	 have	 been	
considering	the	creation	of	a	Westside	re-
development	zone.		Mayor	Bill	Fulton	has	
stated	 the	 city	 should	 continue	 discus-
sions	in	lieu	of	the	recent	ruling.		Fulton	
pointed	out	the	ruling	may	be	overturned,	
and	 if	 held	 in	 place	 would	 only	 last	 two	
years.		
	 If	extended	Fulton	says	the	city	would,	
in	the	end,	benefit	from	creating	a	redevel-
opment	area	to	help	restore	the	area.
	 Steps	 toward	 creating	 a	 Westside	
redevelopment	agency	have	already	tak-
en	 place.	 	 A	 blight	 analysis	 study	 took	
place	in	2006	measuring economic	and	
physical	 blight.	 	 The	 study	 concluded	
there	 was	 sufficient	 evidence	 to	 dem-
onstrate	that	blight	conditions	exist	in	
the	Westside	area.
	 The	 city	 attempted	 to	 designate	 a	
midtown	 redevelopment	 area	 in	 1999.		
Voters	rejected	the	city’s	plans	after	op-
ponents	gathered	signatures	to	put	the	
plan	on	the	ballot.		

Earth Day 
Eco Fest a 
success
	 Recently	 the	 parents	 of	 students	 at	
the	 Ventura	 Charter	 School	 of	 Arts	 (lo-
cated	behind	De	Anza	Middle	School	on	
the	 Avenue)	 sponsored	 a	 day-long	 Ven-
tura	 Earth	 Day	 Eco	 Fest	 at	 Promenade	
Park	 adjacent	 to	 the	 Fairgrounds	 which	
was	very	well	attended.
	 The	 event	 featured	 food,	 booths,	 a	
petting	zoo	and	wonderful	music.
	 Using	 their	 singing	 skills	 taught	 at	
the	 school	 students	 Jolie	 Seemeyer	 and	
Madeline	Huot	were	 the	first	volunteers	
to	 rush	 onto	 the	 stage	 to	 perform	 with	
the	band.

Patricia	 King-Wright	 graduated	 at	 the	 top	 of	
her	class

Ventura mom 
graduates at top 
of CLU class
	 A	stay-at-home	mother	who	took	col-
lege	classes	for	more	than	a	decade	while	
raising	her	children	graduated	at	the	top	
of	 her	 class	 at	 California	 Lutheran	 Uni-
versity.
	 Provost	 Leanne	 Neilson	 presented	
Patricia	 King-Wright,	 the	 valedictorian	
of	 the	 Class	 of	 2010,	 with	 the	 Provost’s	
Award	 for	 Academic	 Excellence	 during	
Honors	Convocation.	The	award	goes	to	
the	 graduating	 senior	 with	 the	 highest	
cumulative	grade	point	average.
	 An	exercise	science	and	sports	medi-
cine	 major	 from	 Ventura,	 King-Wright	
has	three	children	ranging	in	age	from	13	
to	22.	She	took	one	class	at	a	time	at	Ven-
tura	College	over	a	12-year	period	while	
serving	as	room	mother,	coach	and	other	
volunteer	positions	 in	her	children’s	ac-
tivities.	In	2008,	she	transferred	to	CLU.		
She	 has	 been	 accepted	 into	 the	 first	 co-
hort	 of	 CLU’s	 new	 clinical	 psychology	
doctoral	program.
	 King-Wright	 was	 also	 one	 of	 the	 14	
new	 members	 of	 the	 Scholastic	 Honor	
Society	 presented	 during	 Honors	 Con-
vocation.	No	more	than	5	percent	of	the	
students	from	each	graduating	class	are	
invited	to	participate.

Redevelopment monies officially 
move to education programs

Possible 
annexation of 
westside land 
stirs controversy
by Rebecca Wicks

	 Plans	to	possibly	annex	property	ad-
jacent	 to	 the	 city’s	 westside	 boundary	
near	the	northern	end	of	Ventura	Avenue	
have	seen	a	number	of	opponents	rise	up	
in	recent	weeks.
	 Last	 month,	 the	 City	 Council	
reached	 an	 impasse	 on	 a	 decision	 to	
include	 800	 acres	 of	 Rancho	 Canada	
Larga	in	the	city’s	westside	community	
boundary	area.	 	 If	 the	city	takes	 in	the	
privately-owned	property	it	could	open	
the	door	to	the	development	of	the	area	
including	executive	ranch	houses,	retail	
and	more.
	 The	 land	 in	 question	 is	 owned	 by	
the	 Bonsall	 family.	 Shull	 “Buzz”	 Bon-
sall	 Jr.	 spoke	 at	 the	 council	 meeting	
describing	 the	 area	 as	 ideal	 for	 “rural,	
equestrian	type	estates.”
	 The	council	was	split	3-3	with	Neal	
Andrews,	Christy	Weir	and	Mike	Tracy	
voting	in	favor	while	Mayor	Bill	Fulton,	
Brian	Brennan	and	Carl	Morehouse	dis-
sented.		Council	member	Jim	Monahan	
abstained	 from	 the	 vote	 because	 he	
owns	 property	 along	 Ventura	 Avenue	
and	believed	voting	may	be	a	conflict	of	
interest.		Monahan	did	express	support	
for	the	annexation.		

	 Opponents	 of	 the	 idea	 are	 fearful	
the	 boundary	 plan	 could	 come	 back	
to	 the	 council	 with	 Monahan	 voting	
to	 break	 the	 stalemate.	 	 This	 possibil-
ity	 has	 moved	 a	 number	 of	 organiza-
tions	 to	 voice	 their	 opinions.	 	 Those	
who	disapprove	the	annexation	contest	
development	goes	against	the	city’s	ap-
proved	 General	 Plan,	 would	 destroy	
wildlife	habitat,	add	traffic	congestion	
and	put	further	burden	on	fire	and	po-
lice	services.
	 The	 Ventura	 Citizens	 for	 Hillside	
Preservation	 (VCHP)	 along	 with	 the	
local	 Sierra	 Club	 released	 a	 statement	
directly	 following	 the	 council	 meeting	
declaring	the	move	would	facilitate	fur-
ther	sprawl	that	could	impact	air	qual-
ity	as	well	as	deprive	wildlife	of	existing	
habitat.
	 “Carving	 up	 this	 picturesque	 open	
space	for	more	housing	contradicts	the	
growing	 consensus	 that	 we	 should	 de-
velop	in	a	sustainable	way	and	in	prox-
imity	 to	 existing	 services,”	 said	 Diane	
Underhill,	 president	 of	 VCHP.	 	 “Pav-
ing	over	habitats	and	wildlife	corridors	
causes	irrevocable	harm.”
	 The	 land	 which	 is	 tucked	 between	
the	 Ventura	 Hillsides	 and	 Sulphur	
Mountain	is	home	to	a	number	of	spe-
cial-status	 plants,	 animals	 and	 birds.		
The	 area	 draws	 a	 significant	 number	
of	bird	watchers	who	come	to	see	owls,	
golden	eagles,	white-tailed	kites,	hawks	
and	 yellow-bellied	 sapsuckers	 among	
others.
	 Weir,	 who	 has	 often	 voiced	 her	
opinion	 that	 Ventura	 needs	 larger	 lot	

sizes,	 believes	 larger	 homes	 on	 larger	
pieces	 of	 property	 may	 help	 draw	 new	
businesses	to	Ventura.		She	stressed	the	
proposal	 for	 executive	 homes	 called	
for	approximately	100	homes	on	4,000	
acres.
	 “We	 are	 not	 talking	 about	 a	 large-
scale	housing	track,”	said	Weir.	
	 Still	many,	including	the	local	Sur-
frider	 Foundation	 would	 prefer	 to	 see	
growth	within	city	limits	occur	first.
	 “We	just	don’t	think	now	is	the	time	
to	 sprawl,”	 said	 Paul	 Jenkins,	 environ-
mental	 director	 for	 Ventura	 County	
Chapter	Surfrider	Foundation.		
	 Jenkins	 added	 the	 group	 supports	
the	 council’s	 approved	 General	 Plan	
which	outlines	 infill	development	over	
urban	sprawl.		
	 “The	other	issue	is	water	supply	and	
quality	 which	 are	 both	 affected	 with	
new	growth	like	this,”	said	Jenkins.
	 Building	 beyond	 city	 boundaries	
means	extending	city	services	which	lo-
gistically	 may	 be	 difficult	 for	 Ventura	
which	 is	currently	considering	the	clo-
sure	of	a	fire	station	on	its	east	end	due	
to	budget	constraints.		Transferring	the	
land	from	the	county	to	the	city	means	
the	city	would	be	responsible	for	water,	
firefighting,	police	protection	and	oth-
er	services.		
	 Kevin	 Rennie,	 the	 city’s	 fire	 chief	
confirmed	 a	 new	 fire	 station	 would	
need	 to	 be	 built	 to	 serve	 homes	 and	
businesses	in	the	proposed	area.
	 “I	 see	 no	 economic	 advantage	 for	
all	 of	 us	 who	 live	 in	 Ventura,”	 said	
Ed	 Wehan,	 commissioner	 for	 Ventura	
Parks	and	Recreation.	 	“To	annex	this	
area	 only	 benefits	 the	 owner	 of	 this	
property.”
	 Part	 of	 the	 land	 is	 currently	 desig-
nated	as	open	space	by	the	county.		This	
means	voters	would	need	 to	approve	a	
land-use	change.		However,	if	the	prop-
erty	was	annexed	to	the	city	of	Ventura	
the	designation	would	be	lifted.
	 Because	the	land	is	used	for	agricul-
ture,	Bonsall	believes	if	annexed,	devel-
opment	would	not	need	voter	approval.		
	 Annexation	of	the	land	would	need	
county	 Local	 Agency	 Formation	 Com-
mission	approval.
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Grants 
facilitated by 
Audubon 
California 
funds local art 
contest 
	 The	 Ventura	 Audubon	 Society	 is	
using	 children’s	 art	 to	 build	 aware-
ness	 about	 safeguarding	 beach	 nesting	
sites	 for	 the	 Western	 Snowy	 Plover.	 The	
coastal	 chapter	 held	 art	 contests	 at	 lo-
cal	 schools	 to	 determine	 the	 signs	 that	
would	be	placed	near	nesting	sites.
	 “We	have	found	that	people	respond	
better	 to	signs	made	by	 local	kids,”	 said	
Andrea	 Jones,	Audubon	California’s	 Im-
portant	Bird	Areas	director.
	 A	 “Share	 the	 Shore”	 Children’s	 Art	
show	is	at	the	Ventura	County	Maritime	
Museum	until	June	1	located	in	Oxnard.
	 The	Western	Snowy	Plover	is	a	small	
Pacific	Coast	shorebird	that	has	been	list-
ed	as	threatened.	
	 Hope	 for	 the	 Western	 Snowy	 Plover	
relies	 on	 groups	 of	 nonprofit	 organiza-
tions	and	volunteers.	The	work	includes	
monitoring	 beaches,	 restoring	 habitat,	
protecting	nests,	and	advocating	for	pro-
tections.	
	 Learn	 more	 about	 Pennies	 for	 the	
Planet	at	www.penniesfortheplanet.org.

by Tim Pompey

If	 you	 grew	 up	 in	 L.A.	 in	 the	 1950s	
and	beyond	and	you’re	a	fan	of	say,	Ben-
ny	 Goodman,	 Glen	 Miller,	 Artie	 Shaw,	
or	 Gene	 Krupa,	 the	 name	 Chuck	 Cecil	
may	bring	a	smile	to	your	face.	Chuck	is	
the	creator	of	the	syndicated	radio	show	
“The	Swingin’	Years.”	Currently	produc-
ing	the	show	from	a	studio	in	his	home	in	
midtown	Ventura,	he’s	still	on	the	air;	for	
instance,	on	KKJZ	out	of	Long	Beach	and	
WLIU	on	Long	Island,	New	York.	That’s	
fifty-four	years	of	continuous	music.
	 Chuck	 has	 literally	 grown	 up	 with	
radio.	He	got	his	first	radio	job	at	KVEC	
in	 San	 Luis	 Obispo	 in	 1942,	 before	 he	
enlisted	in	the	Navy	and	became	a	fight-
er	 pilot.	 When	 he	 went	 back	 to	 civilian	
life	 in	 1946,	 he	 took	 a	 job	 at	 KFLW	 in	
Klamath	 Falls,	 Oregon.	 “I	 did	 every-
thing,”	 he	 says.	 “News,	 record	 shows,	
remote	 broadcasts.”	 The	 best	 thing	 he	
did,	 however,	 was	 fall	 in	 love	 with	 his	
wife	Edna,	a	popular	singer	with	a	band	
in	southern	Oregon.	Chuck	was	the	an-
nouncer	at	her	shows.	They’ve	been	mar-
ried	for	62	years.
	 In	 1956,	 while	 at	 KFI	 in	 Los	 Ange-
les,	 he	 convinced	 station	 owner	 Earl	 C.	
Anthony	 to	 launch	 a	 new	 show	 focus-
ing	on	music	from	what	he	terms	“The	
Swingin’	 Years.”	 So,	 I	 ask,	 what	 exactly	
is	swing	music?	Chuck	thinks	about	this	
for	a	moment,	then	replies,	“I	try	not	to	
define	 it,	 except	 by	 years,	 from	 1935	 to	
around	 1955.”	 He	 believes	 there	 is	 no	
single	 style	 of	 swing	 music.	 It	 just	 was	
-	what	was	on	the	air,	what	was	hot	dur-
ing	that	twenty-year	span.	While	Benny	
Goodman	may	have	been	the	Elvis	of	his	
era,	 there	 were	 other	 great	 musicians,	
from	 Count	 Basie,	 Duke	 Ellington,	
Glenn	 Miller,	 Harry	 James,	 and	 Gene	
Krupa,	to	singers	like	Frank	Sinatra,	Nat	
King	 Cole,	 Jimmy	 Dorsey,	 Ella	 Fitzger-
ald,	and	Peggy	Lee.
	 At	the	heart	of	this	outburst	was	the	
dawn	 of	 radio,	 the	 growth	 of	 records,	
and	dozens	of	shows	played	 live	on	the	
air	coast	to	coast.	By	the	mid	twentieth	
century,	 radio	 was	 king	 and	 launched	
dozens	 of	 music	 careers.	 And	 thanks	
to	producers	like	Chuck,	radio	has	also	

The Breeze in 
the news – 
helping the 
CLAS and 
the Annual 
Book Festival
	 The	 Ventura	 Breeze	 wishes	 to	 con-
gratulate	 our	 own	 Nanci	 Cone	 on	 her	
election	 to	 the	 California	 Literary	 Arts	
Society	 (CLAS)	 Board	 of	 Directors.		
CLAS,	which	meets	at	Bank	of	Books,	 is	
currently	accepting	applications	for	their	
5th	Annual	Book	Festival.	
	 CLAS	is	also	promoting	their	newly-
published	 book	 entitled	 “Voices	 From	
Behind	the	Wall,”	a	collection	of	memoirs	
by	teenagers	in	juvenile	hall,	preparing	a	

Chuck	and	Edna	Cecil	pose	 in	 their	Ventura	 studio.	The	radio	program	“The	Swingin’	Years”	
originates	here	and	is	syndicated	to	radio	stations	throughout	the	U.S.

Chuck Cecil keeps the music 
swingin’

VENTURA’S FINEST

kept	the	music	alive.
	 Since	 swing	 music	 began	 seventy-
five	 years	 ago,	 it’s	 understandable	 that	
most	folks	like	me	have	little	clue	as	to	
how	big	 it	was	for	twenty	years	and	be-
yond.	As	he	describes	it,	“It’s	something	
everyone	did	in	high	school.	It	was	enor-
mous.”	 As	 proof,	 he	 shows	 me	 a	 list	 of	
hundreds	 of	 places	 around	 southern	
California	during	that	era	that	featured	
dance	halls	and	bands.	“It’s	difficult	for	
future	 generations	 to	 understand	 how	
our	 generation	 felt	 about	 it	 -	 to	 have	 a	
dance	floor	so	jammed	you	could	hardly	
move.”
	 Chuck	 admits	 that	 swing	 music	
died	 in	 part	 became	 it	 became	 too	 ex-
pensive	 to	 produce.	 “I	 think	 economi-
cally	 it’s	 very	 difficult	 to	 support	 a	 big	
band.	I	know	it’s	true,	the	big	band	era	
is	not	coming	back.”	That	doesn’t	mean,	
however,	 they’re	 not	 still	 around.	 Local	
bands	like	Big	Bad	Voodoo	Daddy,	The	
Royal	 Crown	 Revue,	 and	 Diz	 Mullins	
still	get	good	press	and	play	in	this	area.
	 Though	the	syndicated	show	peaked	
in	the	late	80s	and	early	90s,	Chuck	still	
puts	 together	 his	 show	 from	 his	 home	
studio	 and	 sends	 it	 out.	 He	 would	 love	
to	 find	 a	 few	 new	 stations	 to	 pick	 up	
“The	Swingin’	Years,”	and	plans	to	keep	
producing	 it	 “as	 long	 as	 there	 is	 a	 ra-
dio	station	 that	wants	 to	broadcast	 it.”		
Here’s	 hoping	 that	 someone	 out	 there	
in	 radioland	 still	 appreciates	 someone	
like	 Benny	 Goodman.	 I	 tap	 my	 finger	
as	 I	 listen	 to	 one	 of	 Chuck’s	 shows	 on	
CD.	 	Miller,	Shaw,	Basie.	Eldridge,	Sav-
itt,	Kyser.	I	have	to	admit.	Hearing	some	
of	these	songs	for	the	first	time	is	great	
fun.	Now,	if	only	I	could	learn	to	dance.
Breeze:
	 I	met	Tim	at	the	Cecil’s	and,	because	I’m	
an	old	guy,	 I	almost	 cried	 looking	at	 records	
(those	 are	 those	 round	 things),	 photos	 and	
interviews	 with	 the	 musicians	 that	 made	 the	
music	that	I	grew	up	with	and	still	listen	to.
	 His	home	is	a	museum	of	the	music	that	he	
and	I	love.	Perhaps	our	new	County	Museum	
would	like	to	display	his	collection	because	it	is	
unequaled.
Sheldon

short	story	contest	for	the	fall	and	plan-
ning	 their	 ongoing	 seminars	 and	 work-
shops	 for	 writers	 of	 all	 ages.	 	 For	 more	
information	 about	 CLAS,	 its	 upcoming	
activities	and	how	to	become	a	member,	
visit	their	website	at	www.literaryarts-ca.
org	
	 The	Ventura	Book	Festival	returns	for	
its	5th	year	with	a	 line-up	of	exhibitors,	
speakers,	seminars,	readings,	and	author	
signings.	The	Festival	is	produced	by	the	
California	 Literary	 Arts	 Society	 (CLAS),	
which	is	a	nonprofit	organization	created	
to	promote	literacy,	the	art	of	writing,	the	
joy	of	reading,	and	the	value	of	the	writ-
ten	word.
	 Educational	 sessions	 will	 take	 place	
throughout	 the	 day.	 Speakers	 will	 in-
clude	 editors,	 publishers,	 authors,	 liter-
ary	agents,	marketing	experts,	and	other	
professionals	who	will	give	advice	and	en-
couragement	to	the	writing	community.	
Advance	registration	for	the	educational	
programs	 is	 available	 on	 their	 website	
www.literaryarts-ca.org.
	 Also	 the	 Ventura	 Book	 Festival	 has	
selected	a	Festival	Coordinator.
	 Kathleen	Kaiser	of	Ventura	has	been	
named	 this	 year’s	 Festival	 Coordinator	
for	 the	 5th	 Annual	 Ventura	 Book	 Festi-
val	to	be	held	July	17	at	the	Crowne	Plaza	
Hotel.	The	Festival	is	open	to	the	public.
	 “I	 am	 very	 pleased	 to	 have	 someone	
with	Kathleen’s	vast	experience	in	events,	
to	 be	 a	 part	 of	 this	 year’s	 Festival,”	 said	
Mary	 Embree,	 Executive	 Director	 of	
CLAS.	“She	will	be	overseeing	the	exhibit	
area,	 assisting	 with	 the	 creation	 of	 the	
new	 seminar	 program,	 and	 helping	 me	
with	all	facets	of	the	event.”
	 “It	 is	 an	 honor	 to	 be	 working	 with	
Mary	 Embree,”	 stated	 Kathleen	 Kaiser.	
“She	 is	 devoted	 to	 the	 literary	 arts,	 and	
as	co-founder	of	CLAS,	brings	a	love	for	
books,	 reading	 and	 literature	 to	 every-
thing	CLAS	produces.	I	am	happy	to	add	
some	of	my	skills	to	this	team.”								
	 An	expanded	website	will	be	ready	by	
Memorial	Day	with	a	full	lineup	of	speak-
ers.	Companies	wishing	to	exhibit	at	this	
year’s	event	should	contact	Kathleen	Kai-
ser,	 Book	 Festival	 Coordinator	 at	 Kath-
leen@KathleenKaiser.com	 or	 by	 calling	
524-6970.
	 The	 mission	 of	 CLAS	 is	 to	 promote	
literacy,	the	art	of	writing,	the	joy	of	read-
ing,	 and	 the	 value	 of	 the	 written	 word.	
Activities	 include	 the	 production	 of	 an	
annual	 Ventura	 Book	 Festival,	 writing	
and	 publishing	 programs	 for	 children,	
and	ongoing	seminars	and	workshops	for	
writers	of	all	ages.	
	 Exhibitor	 reservations	 are	 being	 ac-
cepted.	 As	 space	 is	 limited	 they	 encour-
age	exhibitors	to	sign	up	early.	For	details	
visit	their	website.
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You’re Invited to the  
Best Party Ever! 

– Saturday –
June 2, 20 0 

 0 am-6 pm • Olivas Adobe
4200 Olivas Park Dr., Ventura

$9  Adults • $8  Seniors 65+ 
& Child 12 & under • $7 Siblings 

Scholarships Available

Information-Tickets: 805.658.4726 • www.cityofventura.netInformation-Tickets: 805.658.4726 • www.cityofventura.net

Title 
Sponsor

Santa Ynez Band of 
Mission Indians COMMUNITY SERVICES

Cultural Affairs

Presented By

Don’t miss California’s best  
annual family celebration  

of Western heritage.
Gunfighters • Cowboy College  
Chumash Village • Costumed Interpreters 
Music & Dance Performances
40 Rancho Era Workshops
Fabulous Fiesta • Bilingual Event

The closure of 
Fire Station #4 
has left a gaping 
hole in 
emergency 
coverage
by Ben Davis, President
Ventura	City	Fire	Fighters	Association	(VCFFA)

	 Flashback	 to	 1974…global	 recession
and	 gasoline	 shortages	 brought	 the	 in-

by  Camille Harris

	 If	Code	Enforcement	were	inclined	to	
enforce	every	 law	on	the	books,	half	 the	
town	would	be	in	a	financial	hoosegow,	in-
cluding	some	city	officials	and	employees.	
In	 Ventura,	 our	 code	 enforcement	 team	
demonstrates	compassion	for	the	community	
on	a	daily	basis.	Even	though	state	codes	are	
mandated,	 code	 enforcement	 has	 discretion	
in	many	cases	that	do	not	involve	life	safety	is-
sues.	Safety	is	their	top	priority.	
	 Proactive	 enforcement	 last	 year	 alerted	
the	city	that	a	large	number	of	older	proper-
ties	are	either	non-conforming	or	lack	permits	
for	 improvements	made	over	 the	years.	This	
puts	 Ventura	 homeowners	 in	 a	 pickle.	 They	
are	afraid	to	pull	a	permit	now,	for	fear	of	be-
ing	cited	for	old	sins….so	the	beat	goes	on,	and	
the	problems	snowball.	
	 There	may	now	be	a	way	out	of	this	co-
nundrum.	Following	the	painful	experience	of	
the	91	homeowners	who	were	cited	during	the	
proactive	program,	the	Ventura	Safe	Housing	
Collaborative	and	the	City	are	now	consider-
ing	a	grandfathering	program	to	get	the	older	
properties	out	from	under	the	specter	of	ret-
roactive	citations.	This	could	end	the	long	ac-
cepted	practice	of	un-permitted	maintenance	
and	 improvements.	 The	 program	 would	 en-
sure	 safety,	 allow	 permitting	 to	 resume	 and	
hopefully	create	some	jobs	for	the	home	im-
provement	 industry,	 including	 solar	 conver-
sions.
	 The	stakeholder	committee	is	comprised	
of	some	of	the	finest	minds	in	the	city	working	
on	behalf	of	the	community,	pro	bono.	They	
are	reviewing	local	codes	over	which	the	city	
council	has	discretion	to	amend	as	a	reference	
for	their	deliberations.	After	four	highly	pro-

moted	public	workshops,	the	citizen	commit-
tee	and	the	city	staff	will	make	recommenda-
tions	 for	 an	 amnesty	 and/or	 grandfathering	
program	this	coming	November.	
	 Codes	that	may	be	unnecessary	or	overly	
punitive	 are	 being	 discussed.	 These	 codes	
could	 include	 the	 requirement	 that	 all	 win-
dows	have	screens	(walk	down	your	block	to	
see	how	many	are	violating	this	one),	fees	that	
discourage	pulling	permits	 for	maintenance,	
$400.	a	day	fines	with	no	cap,	turning	over	citi-
zen	properties	for	foreclosure	if	the	property	
owner	cannot	pay,	and	the	demolition	of	af-
fordable	studios	that	were	garages	in	a	former	
life.	
	 Code	enforcement	says	no	one’s	property	
has	 been	 taken,	 and	 they	 don’t	 want	 to	 see	
that	happen.	But	it	could	be	taken,	as	long	as	
such	a	 law	remains	on	the	books.	There	will	
always	be	a	“new	sheriff	in	town”	and	no	one	
wants	someone	to	lose	their	home,	down	the	
road.	
	 If	you	have	any	concerns	about	your	own	
property,	then	you	need	to	get	involved.	After	
all,	 it’s	 probably	 your	 primary	 financial	 re-
source.		
	 The	VSHC	stakeholder	meetings	are	pub-
lic	and	the	next	meeting	is	today	at	City	Hall	at	
3	pm	in	the	Community	Room.	Citizens	can	
also	list	their	questions	and	concerns	anony-
mously	at	www.grandfatherventura.com.
Breeze:
	 Camille	 Harris	 was	 a	 founding	 member	 of	
the	PEPP	(Preserve,	Protect	and	Ensure	Property)	
group	that	worked	to	seat	the	current	citizens’	stake-
holder	committee,	the	Ventura	Safe	Housing	Collab-
orative.	She	can	be	reached	at	Camille@camillehar-
ris.com

by Tim Pompey

	 It’s	 a	 one-room	 second-story	 office	
tucked	 away	 on	 Front	 Street	 in	 down-
town	Ventura,	just	a	block	or	so	from	The	
Wharf.	Great	view,	but	small,	with	barely	
enough	space	for	two	people.	This	office,	
however,	is	responsible	for	planting	trees.	
Lots	and	lots	of	trees.	It’s	the	headquar-
ters	for	Paso	Pacifico	(www.pasopacifico.
org),	a	nonprofit	agency	dedicated	to	re-
storing	and	conserving	Central	America’s	
natural	ecosystems.
	 Founder	and	Executive	Director	Sar-
ah	 Otterstrom	 directs	 a	 myriad	 of	 proj-
ects	 from	 her	 tiny	 headquarters,	 includ-
ing	 numerous	 conservation	 education	
programs	 and	 large-scale	 works	 like	 the	
Return	to	Forest	project,	all	of	which	are	
dedicated	to	preserving	the	delicate	eco-
systems	along	Nicaragua’s	Pacific	coast.
	 Sarah’s	Central	American	journey	be-
gan	when	she	moved	with	her	 family	 to	
Costa	Rica	and	enrolled	in	a	university	in	
San	 Jose,	 Costa	 Rica.	 Part	 of	 her	 course	
work	 involved	 field	 projects	 that	 intro-
duced	 her	 to	 the	 lush	 and	 unique	 habi-
tats	of	Costa	Rica.	She	also	saw	firsthand	
the	threats	they	faced	from	human	devel-
opment.	
	 After	 she	 finished	 her	 doctorate	 at	
UC	 Davis	 in	 2004,	 she	 decided	 to	 fore-
go	 the	 traditional	 teaching	 forums	 and	
start	 her	 own	 nonprofit	 agency.	 When	
her	husband	was	hired	as	a	physician	at	
the	Ventura	County	Medical	Center,	she	
planted	 herself	 in	 Ventura	 and	 founded	
Paso	Pacifico.
	 Why	 Nicaragua?	 It	 began	 during	
her	 dissertation	 research	 at	 UC	 Davis.	
She	 was	 studying	 fire.	 Specifically,	 the	
cultural	 and	 forest	 ecology	 of	 fire.	 She	
went	 to	 Nicaragua	 because	 local	 farm-
ers	have	a	unique	view	of	the	use	of	fire	
as	part	of	their	agricultural	practice.	Be-
yond	 her	 research,	 however,	 something	
else	 happened	 to	 Sarah	 while	 she	 lived	
there:	“I	fell	in	love	with	it,”	she	said.	“It’s	
a	very	beautiful	place	and	there	are	very	
few	 conservation	 organizations	 working	
there.	There’s	a	need	and	not	a	lot	of	help	
being	given.”
	 Nicaragua	faces	some	unique	threats	
to	 its	 habitat,	 particularly	 to	 what	 is	
termed	 its	 “dry”	 tropical	 forests.	 These	
are	 trees	 that	 are	 lush	 during	 the	 rainy	
months,	 then	 drop	 their	 leaves	 during	
the	 dry	 season.	 Nicaragua’s	 forests	 have	
become	endangered	by	wide-scale	indus-
trial	 and	 agricultural	 practices.	 Large	

Code Enforcement plans 
workshops for public input

parts	 of	 these	 forests	 have	 either	 been	
cleared	 or	 burned,	 destroying	 valuable	
wildlife	 habitat,	 increasing	 erosion,	 and	
contributing	 to	 the	 growing	 impact	 of	
global	warming.
	 Paso	 Pacifico	 partners	 with	 local	
landowners	 in	 Nicaragua	 to	 create	 land	
reserves	 set	 aside	 for	 reforestation.	 At	
this	 point,	 they	 have	 agreements	 with	
six	 landowners	 to	 protect	 and	 restore	
approximately	 1,000	 acres.	 They	 have	
already	 planted	 enough	 trees	 to	 offset	
150,000	 tons	 of	 greenhouse	 gas	 emis-
sions,	 the	 equivalent	 of	 taking	 40,000	
cars	off	the	highway.	
	 They	 receive	 significant	 financial	
and	 technical	 support	 from	 interna-
tional	 organizations	 like	 Carbonfund.
org	and	 the	U.S.	Forest	Service	 through	
the	 International	 Institute	 of	 Tropical	
Forestry.	Local	support	also	comes	from	
organizations	 like	 the	 RageJax	 Founda-
tion	 in	 Ojai,	 Greensurf	 in	 Ventura,	 and	
the	Wildlife	Experience	in	Oak	View.	The	
programs	 in	Nicaragua	are	directed	and	
staffed	by	Nicaraguans.
	 Coordinating	 all	 of	 this	 is	 a	 big	 job	
filled	 with	 cultural,	 political,	 and	 eco-
logical	challenges,	but	Otterstrom	is	op-
timistic	about	her	organization’s	future.	
“With	the	Ventura	community	providing	
a	base	of	support	for	our	global	efforts,”	
she	 says,	 “we	 feel	 confident	 that	 we	 will	
continue	to	grow	and	have	a	lasting	im-
pact	on	the	environment.”	
	 In	the	simplest	of	terms,	Paso	Pacifi-
co	helps	plant	the	seeds	that	grow	the	for-
ests	that	save	a	country	that	save	a	planet.	
When	you	think	about	it,	for	such	a	small	
office,	it’s	not	a	bad	day’s	work.

Executive	Director	Sarah	Otterstrom	flies	regularly	 to	Nicaragua	to	oversee	projects	and	work	
with	local	farmers	and	landowners	to	help	preserve	Nicaragua’s	native	habitat

Nicaraguan forests receive local 
support
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News and Notes

What’s inside 
those friendly 
gates?
by Sue Van Gemert

	 It’s	like	a	gated	community,	but	Ven-
tura	Yacht	Club	is	anything	but	closed.		It	
is	 actually	 one	 of	 the	 friendliest,	 hap-
piest	 places	 in	 the	 harbor.	 	 The	 large	

VPD honors 
recipients at 
2010 Spring 
Awards 
Ceremony
by Veronica Johnson

	 On	 April	 21,	 the	 Ventura	 Police	 De-
partment	 (VPD)	 held	 its	 2010	 Spring	
Awards	 Ceremony.	 	 The	 annual	 event	
honored	 individuals	 within	 the	 follow-

	 The	 well	 attended	 Ventura	 Harbor’s	
National	Moms	Nite	Out	featured	many	
merchants,	 music	 and	 fun	 to	 celebrate	
mother’s	day.
	 Moms	 were	 given	 a	 packet	 that	 in-
cluded	many	free	offerings	and	gifts	from	
harbor	merchants	and	restaurants.
	 Enjoying	the	festive	day	and	explain-
ing	what	their	radio	show	is	all	about	were	
the	4	sexy	ladies	who	comprise	the	Mom	
Squad	-	who	can	be	heard	each	weekday	
from	8-9am	on	radio	station	AM1400K-

The	Mom	Squad-provocative	and	sassy	at	the	Harbor

Ventura Harbor helped celebrate 
Mother’s Day

flation	level	 in	this	country	to	over	11%.	
Average	 annual	 income	 was	 $14K,	 the	
average	 cost	 of	 a	 new	 home	 was	 $35K,	
and	 a	 gallon	 of	 gas	 cost	 55	 cents.	 Ven-
tura’s	population	was	56,000	and	annual	
calls	 for	 service	 by	 the	 Fire	 Department	
numbered	at	2,000.	The	Fire	Department	
had	a	daily	staffing	level	of	19	firefight-
ers,	 responding	 out	 of	 4	 stations,	 and	
Fire	Station	#5	was being	constructed.	
In	1974,	even	in	the	face	of	tough	eco-
nomic	 times,	 Ventura	 was	 foresighted	
enough	 to	 increase	 the	 size	 of	 their	
public	safety	workforce	to	best	serve	its	
citizens.	
	 Fast	 forward	 to	 July	 1,	 2010…Ven-
tura’s	 population	 has	 almost	 doubled	
to	106,000	and	annual	calls	for	service	
by	the	Fire	Department	have	increased	
to	 11,500.	 Through	 budget	 reductions	
and	 the	 actions	 of	 City	 Council,	 Fire	
Department	staffing	has	been	reduced	
back	 to	 the	 1974	 level	 of	 19	 on-duty	
firefighters	 and	 Fire	 Station	 #4,	 locat-
ed	 at	 8303	 Telephone	 Road,	 has	 been	
closed.	 Response	 times,	 to	 the	 more	
than	1400	calls	 in	Fire	Station	#4’s	re-
sponse	area,	are	now	30%	longer.	These	
responses	 are	 being	 performed	 by	 fire	
engines	 in	 adjoining	 response	 areas,	
thus	 compounding	 the	 problem	 and	
reducing	 coverage	 citywide.	 The	 clo-
sure	of	Fire	Station	#4	has	left	a	gaping	
hole	 in	 emergency	 coverage.	 The	 Fire	
Department’s	 compliance	 rate,	 with	
national	 response	 time	 standards	 of	 5	
minutes	 or	 less,	 is	 now	 well	 below	 the	
50%	 mark.	 Throughout	 the	 entire	 city	
lives	 and	 property	 are	 at	 dangerously	
increased	 risk,	 as	 the	 Fire	 Department	
is	now	stretched	beyond	their	limits.	
	 This	tragic	scenario	is	exactly	what	
the	 citizens	 of	 Ventura	 will	 be	 faced	
with	 should	 the	 City	 Council	 not	 be	
persuaded	 to	 change	 their	 direction.	
The	 current	 budget	 proposal,	 effec-
tive	 July	 1,	 includes	 $1.3	 million	 in	
Fire	 Department	 cuts	 and	 the	 closure	
of	 Fire	 Station	 #4.	 This	 is	 in	 addition	
to	 reductions	 already	 put	 in	 place	 last	
year,	 which	 include	 the	 elimination	 of	
both	 Medic	 Engine	 10	 and	 4	 full-time	
firefighter	 positions.	 Medic	 Engine	
#10,	 which	 came	 online	 in	 2007,	 was	
designed	 as	 a	 stepping-stone	 toward	 a	
desperately	 needed	 additional	 fire	 sta-
tion	in	the	Harbor	area.	Every	expensive	
research	study	performed	to	date	 indi-
cates	 one	 thing…Ventura	 is	 lacking	 in	
Fire	Department	stations	and	staffing,	
and	that	is	with	Fire	Station	#4	open.	
	 The	 Ventura	 City	 Fire	 Fighters	 As-
sociation	would	like	you	to	contact	the	
City	 Council	 and	 urge	 them	 to	 “Fund	
What	Matters	Most”	by	not	closing	any	
of	your	 fire	stations.	The	Ventura	City	
Council	 can	 be	 contacted	 at	 654-7827	
or	by	email	at	council@ci.ventura.ca.us	
	 For	 those	 that	 use	 Facebook,	 a	
group	has	been	established	named	“Save	
Fire	Station	4”	and	we	encourage	you	to	
join.	 A	 website	 also	 exists	 (www.saves-
tation4.info)	 that	 will	 give	 you	 further	
information	about	this	 issue,	 including	
how	to	get	 involved	 in	the	fight	to	pre-
serve	public	safety	in	your	city.

multifunctional	club	house	and	mari-
na	is	home	base	for	about	250	member	
families	who	enjoy	a	wide	range	of	wa-
ter	 and	 land	 sporting	 activities.	 	 And	
the	club	opens	 its	doors	to	the	public	
on	 numerous	 occasions	 for	 boating	
seminars	by	the	U.S.	Power	Squadron,	
sailing	 lessons	 for	 youth	 in	 the	 com-
munity	 and	 a	 variety	 of	 community-
oriented	 activities.	 	 The	 wall	 fronting	
the	 property	 is	 to	 keep	 the	 sand	 out	
when	 the	 wind	 howls;	 not	 to	 provide	
privacy.
	 Established	in	1938	as	the	Ventura	
County	 Boat	 Club,	 the	 Ventura	 Yacht	
Club	has	come	a	long	way	in	terms	of	
facilities	 and	 membership.	 	 However,	
it	 has	 kept	 it’s	 commitment	 to	 com-
munity	 involvement.	 	 From	 the	 earli-
est	 days,	 club	 members	 were	 a	 prime	
moving	 force	 in	 the	 construction	 and	
development	 of	 the	 Ventura	 Harbor.		
Currently	 club	 members	 participate	
in	 the	 Ventura	 Harbor	 Community	
Council,	 the	 Ventura	 County	 Marina	

Association,	 and	 the	 National	 Park	
Service.	 	 The	 club	 has	 supported	 the	
Clean	 Marina	 Certification	 process	
and	 hosts	 the	 U.S.	 Power	 Squadron	
boating	safety	classes,	as	well	as	many	
other	 safe	 boating	 seminars	 for	 the	
boating	 public.	 	 One	 member	 of	 the	
club	 was	 a	 principal	 mover	 in	 the	 re-
cent	 installation	 of	 the	 new	 mermaid	
sculpture	on	the	west	point	of	Marina	
Park.
	 The	 VYC	 marina	 is	 located	 just	
behind	 the	 club	 house	 and	 provides	
dockage	 for	 91	 member	 boats.	 	 There	
is	 also	 dry	 storage	 for	 small	 boats	
and	 a	 boat	 launch	 crane.	 	 The	 dining	
room	 and	 bar	 on	 the	 second	 floor	 of	
the	clubhouse	provide	the	best	sunset	
views	 on	 the	 Ventura	 coast	 as	 well	 as	
a	friendly	bartender	and	weekend	food	
service.		The	club	chef	was	formerly	at	
Alexander’s	 but	 now	 enjoys	 a	 lighter	
schedule	 and	 a	 happy	 membership	 to	
serve.	 	 Breakfast	 on	 Sundays	 is	 a	 par-
ticular	 favorite	 for	 members	 living	
aboard	 their	 boats	 and	 those	 staying	
aboard	 for	 the	 weekend.	 	 Wednesday	
nights	 in	 the	 summer	 finds	 the	 bar	
and	 dining	 room	 full	 of	 sailing	 crews	
after	 they	 finish	 the	 Wet	 Wednesday	
race.
	 With	 the	 arrival	 of	 summer,	 the	
VYC	 will	 be	 providing	 a	 complete	 Ju-
nior	 Sailing	 program.	 	 The	 harbor	
will	 be	 full	 of	 the	 club’s	 fleet	 of	 Sab-
ots	 and	 Lasers	 captained	 and	 crewed	
by	 children	 and	 teens	 who	 want	 to	
learn	 about	 sailing,	 racing,	 and	 water	
safety.	The	summer	months	also	bring	
the	 sight	 of	 sails	 unfurling	 and	 boats	
heading	 for	 the	 beautiful	 Channel	 Is-
lands	 where	 VYC	 members	 will	 enjoy	
the	 solace	 of	 the	 sea,	 the	 quiet	 of	 the	
coves	and	the	happy	return	to	the	safe	
harbor	 of	 their	 club	 and	 their	 cars	
parked	 behind	 those	 not-so-mysteri-
ous	gates.	
The	 sign	 at	 the	 entrance	 gates	 says	 it	
all:	 	 “Welcome	 Memberships	 Avail-
able”.	 Contact	 the	 VYC	 on	 their	 web-
site	at	www.venturayachtclub.org	.

The	Ventura	Yacht	Club	provides	dockage	for	
91	member	boats

KZZ.	 	 “Coach”	 Ron	 Tunick,	 who	 writes	
for	the	Breeze	can	also	be	heard	on	KKZZ	
as	 well	 as	 Breeze	 publisher	 Sheldon	
Brown.
	 These	very	 lovely	and	talented	ladies	
are	Sandy	“Spicy	Mama”,	Kim	“Passion-
ate	Mama”,	Dalaney	“	Edgy	Mama”		and
Shayna	“	Hip	Mama”.	The	show	features	
wonderful	guests	and	conversation	with	
their	 listening	 audience.	 To	 find	 out	
more	about	 them	check	out	www.mom-
squadradio.com	and	be	sure	to	listen	in.

ing	 categories:	 Officer	 of	 the	 Year,	
Dispatcher	 of	 the	 Year,	 Volunteer	 of	
the	Year,	“Right	Stuff ”	Award,	Chief ’s	
Awards,	 Recognition	 Committee	
Award,	 Certificates	 of	 Excellence,	 and	
five,	 ten,	 twenty,	 and	 twenty-five	 year	
Service	Awards.
	 VPD’s	Officer	of	 the	Year	was	pre-
sented	 to	 Corporal	 Al	 Gomez	 who	 is	
currently	 the	 department’s	 sole	 Graf-
fiti	 Investigator.	 	 Gomez	 played	 a	 pri-
mary	 role	 in	 helping	 the	 City	 of	 Ven-
tura	design	its	graffiti	ordinance.	
	 Erin	 McCarthy	 was	 selected	 as	 the	
Dispatcher	of	 the	Year.	 	McCarthy	be-
gan	her	career	at	VPD	as	a	cadet	in

Continued	on	page	15
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Community Events

 Service Area
inside green area.

$2.00 Adults
$1.50 Seniors (65+)

$1.50 Disabled
(with ADA Card)
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Additional Service to: 
• Oxnard Airport Terminal • Oxnard Tranist Center 

(OTC) • Gold Coast “C” Street Transfer Center

Harbor and Beaches

805.207.0699805.207.0699805.207.0699805.207.0699
DIAL-A-RIDE!
Everyone welcome!

When	 you	 attend	 the	 Renaissance	 and	 Pirate	
Faire	you	just	might	get	to	meet	Queen	Eliza-
beth	 number	 one	 and	 some	 of	 her	 very	 best	
friends.	Photo	by	Joseph	Boeing.	

Food and fun 
are plentiful at 
the Renaissance 
and Pirate Faire
by Joseph Boeing

	 The	age	of	chivalry	and	piracy	comes	
to	 Ojai	 on	 May	 22	 and	 23	 as	 the	 Ojai	
Lake	 Casitas	 Renaissance	 and	 Pirate	 Faire	
celebrates	 it’s	 21st	 year.	 Walk	 into	 a	 time	
long	past	when	pirates	ruled	the	seven	seas	
and	traveling	entertainers	enthralled	crowds	
with	feats	of	agility	 that	 inspire	those	that	
witness	them.
	 When	 attending	 the	 renaissance	 faire	
you	 are	 stepping	 back	 into	 the	 sixteenth	
century	bustling	medieval	county	village	of	
Wixonshire		just	in	time	to	witness	the	visit	
from	her	Majesty	Queen	Elizabeth	I.	
	 Entry	 into	 the	 faire	 is	 $8	 for	 those	 11	
and	 under,	 $14	 for	 seniors	 and	 $16	 for	
adults.	Children	under	4	years	are	free	and	
$5	 parking.	 Admission	 includes	 all	 enter-
tainment.	There	are	two	stages	of	constant	
ongoing	entertainment	 	ranging	from	jug-
glers	to	bardic	singers	and	lakeside	you	can	
see	the	daily	black	powder	and	sword	battle.
	 Wander	down	the	street	looking	at	over	
55	vendors	selling	one	of	a	kind	hand	made	
wares.	Feel	free	to	look	at	one-of-a-kind	jew-
elry,	pottery	and	original	art.	Swords,	axes,	
and	shields	are	plentiful	as	are	hand	made	
garments	of	the	period.
	 “I’m	 coming	 to	 look	 for	 a	 new	 bodice	
and	 chemise	 as	 I’ve	 lost	 weight	 after	 my	
pregnancy”	 Kimmy	 S.	 32,	 Port	 Hueneme	
said	when	asked	about	what	she	is	looking	
forward	to	at	the	faire.	
	 There	will	be	several	guilds	of	perform-
ers	both	local	and	long	distance.	For	exam-
ple,	 Ventura	 based	 Wenches	 and	 Warriors	
will	be	at	the	faire	and	the	literacy	guild	Pi-
rates	of	Treasure	Cove	will	be	reading	books	
to	children.	Some	guilds	come	as	far	away	as	
Long	Beach,	such	as	most	members	of	the	
Spanish	combat	guild	La	Orden	de	Santia-
go.	The	ever	popular	Pirate	Guild	of	Port	of	
the	Black	Sail,	has	most	of	it	members	hail-
ing	from	Los	Angeles.
	 Food	 is	 plentiful	 so	 if	 you	 have	 ever	
wanted	to	have	a	large	barbecued	turkey	leg,	
sausages,	and	desserts	come	hungry.	Ale	 is	
there	as	well	for	those	of	age	in	our	modern	
times.
	 Mike	 A.	 27,	 Ventura	 overheard	 my	 in-
terview	with	Kimmy	and	told	me,	“I	met	my	
wife	 there	 three	 years	 ago	 while	 watching	
Adam	the	Bawdy	Juggler.	We	make	it	a	point	
to	make	a	date	of	it	each	time	the	faire	comes	
around.

by Nanci Cone

	 Imagine	yourself	on	Friday,	May	28	as	
Carrie,	Samantha,	Charlotte	or	Miranda	
strutting	your	stuff	on	the	hot	pink	carpet,	
viewing	the	premiere	of	the	highly	anticipat-
ed	Sex	and	the	City	2	movie	and	then	danc-
ing	away	until	the	wee	hours—raising	aware-
ness	for	women	entrepreneurs	through	this	
fabulous	event	benefitting	WEV	(Women’s	
Economic	Ventures)!		Organized	by	Ace-ana	
Promotions,	women	and	entrepreneurship	
are	celebrated	through	a	glamorous	evening	
full	 of	 limo	 rides,	 pre-	 and	 post-event	 soi-
rees,	exclusive	sparkling	wines,	feminine	en-
ergy,	lights,	cameras	and	action!		And	more	
than	500	people	are	expected	to	attend	this	
year’s	event	–	about	three	times	more	than	
the	one	in	2008!
	 The	 festivities	 start	 with	 pre-parties	
at	 local	 women-owned	 businesses:	 The	
Wine	 Rack,	 Café	 Fiore,	 Bella	 Beauty	 Bar,	
Jerold	Thomas	Salon,	Charline’s,	and	W20	
Rooftop	Lounge	at	The	Erle	Stanley	Gard-
ner	Building	beginning	at	5:30	pm.	 	Then	
guests	revel	in	a	private	screening	of	the	pre-
miere	of	Sex	and	the	City	2	at	the	Century	
Downtown	 10.	 	 Afterwards,	 participants	
begin	heading	to	the	Aqua	Lounge/Crowne	
Plaza	 Hotel	 for	 a	 chic	 and	 sexy	 after-glow	

training	programs	and	small	business	loans	
that	WEV	offers	make	it	possible	for	women	
in	business	to	be	a	major	force	in	our	com-
munities	 and	 our	 economy	 by	 creating	 or	
retaining	 over	 3,000	 local	 jobs	 in	 Ventura	
and	Santa	Barbara	counties.”	
	 The	organizers	of	the	2008	Women	and	
the	City	1	event	say	it	sold	out	quickly	and	
this	year’s	event	promises	to	be	bigger	and	
better.	For	more	information	or	to	reserve	
ticket	packages	or	sponsorships,	please	call	
965-6073	x	105	or	visit	www.wevonline.org.

“Sleeping	Beauty”	is	a	production	that	families	
will	love,	so	bring	the	kids

VC Ballet 
Company at 
the Oxnard 
Performing 
Arts Center  

Featuring	an	international	ensemble	
of	more	than	100,	including	a	cast	from	
around	 the	 world,	 the	 classic	 “Sleeping	
Beauty	 -	 A	 Fairytale	 Ballet”	 is	 brought	 to	
life	 through	 a	 metamorphosis	 of	 tal-
ent	representing	the	best	 in	classic	tech-
niques	to	convey	the	Russian	tale
	 Fliagina’s	 choreographic	 adaptation	
of	the	ballet	won	a	2005	Telly	Award	for	
Best	Videography	 in	a	Live	Performance	
in	Production.	This	 is	 the	same	produc-
tion	that	will	be	presented	May	22-23	at	
the	Oxnard	Performing	Arts	Center.
	 The	 spectacular	 cast	 includes	 Victo-
ria	 Luchkina	 from	 Kazakhstan	 as	 Prin-
cess	Aurora,	Jose	Gonzalez	from	Colum-
bia	 as	 Prince Desire’,	 and	 Enton	 Hoxha	
from	Albania	in	multiple	roles.	Students	
from	 Ventura	 County	 Ballet	 Company	
and	Ballet	Academy	Ventura	make	up	the	
remaining	cast.	

VFS to present 
movies at the 
WAV
	 The	 Ventura	 Film	 Society	 (VFS)	 has	
embarked	on	a	partnership	with	the	WAV	
community	to	hold	film	screenings	at	the	
WAV	Theater	Gallery	located	at	175	N.	Ven-
tura	 Ave.	 on	 the	 first	 Wednesday	 of	 every	
month,	starting	June	2	through	the	end	of	
the	year.	The	first	screening,	at	7pm,	will	fea-
ture	“Touch	The	Sound”,	an	acclaimed	fea-
ture	documentary	about	deaf	percussionist	
Evelyn	Glennie.	
	 Evelyn	 Glennie	 is	 a	 Grammy-winning	
classical	 percussionist	 whose	 solo	 work	
is	 unrivalled.	 She	 is	 also	 deaf.	 For	 Evelyn,	
sound	 is	 palpable	 and	 rhythm	 is	 the	 basis	
of	 everything.	 Without	 vibration,	 there	 is	
nothing.	From	silence	to	music,	sound	is	felt	
through	every	sense	in	our	bodies.	
	 General	admission	is	$10,	$7	for	seniors,	
students	and	WAV	residents.	The	screening	
series	information	available	at	www.ventura-
filmsociety.com		or	by	calling	628-2299.

party—enjoying	 cocktails	 and	 dancing	 the	
night	 away.	 Fashion	 Forms®,	 founded	 by	
Ann	Deal,	is	the	main	“Diva”	Sponsor	of	the	
event	 and	 they	 will	 be	 donating	 Fab	 Bags	
filled	with	luxuriously	fun	items.		
	 Choose	among	a	variety	of	opportuni-
ties,	 ranging	 from	 individual	 and	 group	
event	 packages	 to	 sponsorships.	 	 This	
“can’t	miss”	event	benefits	the	community	
and	local	economy	through	support	of	op-
portunities	 for	 small	 business	 owners;	 the	
economic	engines	that	help	keep	our	com-
munity	strong.		Proceeds	from	this	event	are	
used	to	help	women	(and	men)	access	vital	
self-employment	 training	 programs	 and	
business	capital.	
	 Marni	 Brook,	 Board	 Vice	 Chair	 of	
Women’s	Economic	Ventures	and	Commu-
nity	President	of	Montecito	Bank	&	Trust,	
Ventura,	states,	“With	the	ladies	(and	men!)	
dressed	to	impress	on	the	hot	pink	carpet,	
downtown	Ventura	is	going	to	be	absolutely	
electric.		This	is	definitely	shaping	up	to	be	
the	best	event	of	the	year!”		
	 She	 adds,	 “Being	 involved	 with	 this	
event	is	the	perfect	way	to	showcase	the	‘fun’	
in	fundraising.		This	is	a	party,	make	no	mis-
take,	but	it	is	also	a	way	for	our	community	
to	rally	around	the	fact	that	entrepreneur-
ship	remains	the	foundation	of	our	econo-
my	and	the	Women	and	the	City	2	event	is	
such	a	fantastic	way	for	people	to	support	
WEV’s	mission	of	creating	an	equitable	and	
just	society	through	the	economic	empow-
erment	 of	 women.	 	 The	 entrepreneurship	

Channel your Sex and the City 
character and be “fun, fabulous 
and fearless!”

	 David	 “Silver”	 S.	 41,	 Newbury	 Park	 a	
long	 time	 attendee	 of	 Renaissance	 events		
has	his	own	reasons	why	he	goes	 to	 faires,	
“I	have	always	been	a	big	reader	of	fantasy	
novels	 and	 been	 interested	 in	 knights	 and	
the	medieval	period.	So	going	to	a	faire	and	
being	able	to	dress	up	like	a	warrior	or	a	even	
a	pirate	seemed	like	a	fun	time.”
	 As	Dick	Wixon,	one	of	the	heads	of	Gold	
Coast	Festivals	told	me,	“Come	prepared	to	
be	 entertained,	 educated	 and	 have	 a	 great	
time.”
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Community Events

A GOLD COAST LIVING HISTORY PRODUCTION

Saturday &
Sunday

May 22 & 23
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

both days

www.goldcoastfestivals.com

For More Information
(805) 496-6036

Admission
$16 for Adults
$14 for Seniors

(62+)
$8 Kids 12 & Under

4 & Under Free
Parking $5

Sponsored by:
Visions In Time

Foundation

• Visit a 16th Century
Pirate Village

• Hundreds of
Costumed Performers

• Arts, Crafts
& Collectables

• Battle Re-enactments
& Demonstrations

• Costume Contests
& Treasure Hunts

• Admission Includes
All Entertainment

• Acres of Fun
& Activities

• Pirate Themed
Tavern & Food Court

• Children’s Activities,
Play Area

• Continuous
Entertainment
on 2 Stages

• Meet Queen Bess -
The Pirate Queen

At Beautiful Lake Casitas

The West Coasts Largest
Gathering of Pirates

20TH ANNUAL OJAI

Renaissance
Pirate Faire

Ventura College 
to hold third 
annual Henry 
Schwab violin 
competition

The	 public	 is	 cordially	 invited	 to	
the	 Third	 Annual	 Henry	 Schwab	 Violin	
Competition,	which	culminates	in	a	con-
cert	on	May	22,	8	p.m.,	at	Guthrie	Hall,	
Ventura	College.		Sponsored	by	a	grant	
from	 the	 Schwab	 Family	 Trust,	 violin-
ists	from	Ventura	County	will	compete	
for	scholarship	prizes.		Ticket	prices	are	
$5	 for	 students	 and	 seniors	 and	 $10	
general	 admission.	 	 Tickets	 are	 avail-
able	at	the	door	the	evening	of	the	per-
formance.
	 At	the	initial	competition	held	Jan-
uary	23	at	Ventura	College,	nine	violin-
ists,	 all	 residents	 of	 Ventura	 County,	
participated.	 	 Four	 of	 these	 fine	 musi-
cians	were	selected	to	advance	to	the	fi-
nal	competition	on	May	22	where	each	
contestant	will	play	a	complete	concer-
to	with	the	Ventura	College	Symphony.		
Monetary	 scholarships	 ranging	 from	
$250	to	$1,000	will	be	awarded.	 	Com-
petition	 judges	 are	 violinist	 Yue	 Deng	
and	cellist	Virginia	Kron.		
	 The	 winning	 artists	 of	 the	 initial	
competition	 came	 from	 all	 regions	 of	
Ventura	County	including	Curtis	James,	
Ventura,	student	of	Moon	Jun	Allison
	 The	Schwab	Family	Charitable	Fund	
was	 established	 by	 Miriam	 Schwab	 in	
memory	of	Mr.	Henry	Schwab,	virtuoso	
violinist,	concert	master,	and	dedicated	
violin	 teacher.	 	 The	 public	 is	 encour-
aged	to	attend	and	enjoy	an	evening	of	
music	provided	by	these	artists.

Ventura County 
Fairgrounds 
Events
5/19 SWAP MEET	 Lot	 A	 Sue	 Adams	
SNA	Designs	(818)	590-5435	Wed.	7am-
2pm
5/22 USAC MIDGETS, USAC FORD 
FOCUS	Pacific	Arena	Jim	Naylor	MIDG-
ETS,	 USAC	 JR	 FOCUS	 MIDGETS,	
(805)	985-5433	SPORT	COMPACTS,	 JR	
MIDGETS	 &	 MINI	 DWARFS	 Sat.	 5pm;	
Gates	 3pm;	 $18	 Adult;	 $15	 Senior/Mili-
tary/Student;	12	&	under	free
5/23 CALIFORNIA CAR & CYCLE 
SHOW	Grounds	El	Concilio	de	Condado	
(805)	253-5141	Sun.	10am-4pm;	$10;	$5	
(6-12	w/school	id);	5	&	under	free	calicar-
cycleshow09@gmail.com
5/26 SWAP MEET	 Lot	 A	 Sue	 Adams	
SNA	Designs	(818)	590-5435	Wed.	7am-
2pm
5/29 VRA SPRINTS, SENIOR 
SPRINTS, DWARF	 Pacific	 Arena Jim	
Naylor	CARS,	IMCA	MODIFIEDS	&	GO	
KARTS	 (805)	 985-5433	 Sat.	 5pm;	 Gates	
3pm;	 $14	 Adult;	 $11	 Senior/Military/

Ventura events
May 21:	The	Ventura	Chamber	of	Com-
merce	will	present	their	2010 Economic 
Outlook Breakfast	 from	7:30-10am	at	
the	Pierpont	Inn	located	at	550	Sanjon.
	 The	$35.00	breakfast	will	have	speak-
ers	Ventura	Mayor	Bill	Fulton,	Dave	Arm-
strong	 DVO,	 Trudy	 Arriaga	 VUSD	 Su-
perintendent,	 Nick	 Dietch	 Ventura	 Port	
District,	 Jeff	 Lambert	 Ventura	 Commu-
nity	 Development	 Director,	 Brett	 Mas-
cara	 Pacific	 View	 Mall,	 John	 Masterson	
CMH	and	Gary	Wilde	Ventura	Chamber	
of	Commerce.
	 The	 presenters	 will	 speak	 about	
where	we	are	now,	where	we	are	going	to	
be	in	12	months	and	what	we	can	do	to	
help	the	economy.
	 For	 more	 information	 contact	 676-
7500	or	www.venturachamber.com.
June 2:	 The	 Beach Cities Neighbors 
and Newcomers Club, (BCNN )	 is	 a	
group	 of	 active	 women	 of	 all	 ages	 who	
live	in	Ventura,	Oxnard	or	Port	Hueneme	
and	enjoy	activities	such	as	hiking,	golf,	
dining,	wine	outings,	reading,	biking,	etc.
	 For	more	information,	please	attend	
their	monthly	meeting	on	June	2,	at	9:30	
AM.	Meetings	are	held	at	The	Greek	Res-
taurant	located	at	1583	Spinnaker	Drive	
in	the		Harbor		This	is	no	charge	to	attend	
and	 coffee	 or	 tea	 is	 available	 at	 a	 nomi-
nal	charge	of	$1.00.	And	you	can	just	stay	
and	eat	lunch	there.
	 The	 guest	 speaker	 will	 be	 Cary	
Glenn,		Volunteer	Program-	Volunteering	
in	Ventura.		
	 For	additional	information,	call	644-
9668	 or	 644-5086	 or	 visit	 www.beachci-
tiesnn.zoomshare.com
June 5:	Performance	Theatre	 for	Young	
Artist	 is	 proud	 to	 present,	 “A Little 
Princess”;	 performances	 will	 be	 at	 the	
Poinsettia	Pavilion	3451	Foothill	Rd.	on	
Saturday,	 at	 2	 p.m.	 and	 7:30	 p.m.,	 Sun-
day,	June	6	 	Dinner	Theater	Buffet	5:00,	
performance	begins	at	6:00,	Friday,	June	
11at	7:30,	Saturday,	June	12	at	2:00	p.m.	
and	 7:30.	 	 Tickets	 are	 $15.00/$12.00,	
Dinner	 Theater	 tickets	 are	 an	 addition-
al	 $10.00	 for	 a	 total	 of	 $25.00/$22.00.	
	 Performance	 Theatre	 for	 Young	
Artists	 is	 a	 non-profit	 youth	 theater	
group.	 Ticket	 information	 	 at	 653-1962	
or	www.ptya.org

Ojai events
	 EAT	 is	 the	theme	of	this	year’s	pho-
tograph	exhibition	at	the	Ojai	Center	for	
the	Arts.	The	seventh	annual	juried	show	
celebrating	 food	 and	 eating	 encourages	
any	 photographic	 style	 including	 pho-
tojournalism,	 agrarian	 landscapes,	 food	
stills,	 photomontages,	 etc.	 The	 show	
opens	June 5	and	runs	through	July	7.	
	 Last	 year	 more	 than	 40	 works	 by	

Contnued	on	page	10

	 This	 is	 a	 very	 colorful	 production	
that	families	will	love
	 Performances	will	be		7	p.m.	on	May	
22	 and	 2	 p.m.	 on	 May	 23,	 the	 Oxnard
Performing	Arts	Center	is	at	800	Hobson	
Way.
	 Adults	 $9	 to	 $23,	 seniors	 $15,	 chil-
dren	 $10.	 Following	 each	 performance,	
attendees	 will	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	
meet	Sleeping	Beauty	and	Prince	Desire’.
	 Box	 office	 at	 486-2424,	 Ventura	
County	Ballet	Company	at	648-2080		or	
online	at	http://www.oxnardpacc.com.

Student;	12	&	under	free
6/2 SWAP MEET Lot	A	Sue	Adams	SNA	
Designs	(818)	590-5435	Wed.	7am-2pm
6/5-6 GUN SHOW San	 Miguel	 Hall	
Lori	 McMann	 McManns	 Roadrunner	
Anacapa	 Hall	 (602)	 843-5303	 Sat.	 9am-
5pm;	Sun	9am-4pm;	$9	Adult;	under	12	
free	San	Nicolas	Hall
6/5-6 SCPPHC PACIFIC COAST	 Mor-
gan	Equestrian	Center	Joy	Gould	CHAM-
PIONSHIP/So	 CA	 Peruvian	 Paso	 Horse	
Club	(951)	685-4593	Sat.-Sun.	8am-5pm
6/5 VRA SPRINTS, DWARF CARS, 
IMCA	 Pacific	 Arena	 Jim	 Naylor	 MODI-
FIEDS,	 CA	 LIGHTNING	 SPRINTS,	
(805)	 985-5433	 JR	 MIDGETS	 &	 MINI	
DWARFS	 Sat.	 5pm;	 Gates	 3pm;	 $14	
Adult;	 $11	 Senior/Military/Student;	 12	
&	under	free
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Art Scene

A Taste of 
Art at Temple 
Beth Torah

On	June	5	from	7pm	–	10pm	Temple	
Beth	Torah	 is	presenting	their	first	 invi-
tational	 community	 art	 show---”A	 Taste	
of	Art”		featuring	26	of	the	most	talented	
and	award	winning	artists	in	the	Ventura	
County	 area.	 	 This	 is	 an	 event	 not	 to	 be	
missed.		
	 Painters,	 photographers,	 sculptors,	
woodworkers,	 jewelers,	 and	 potters	 will	
be	represented.	 	It	 is	a	free	cultural	event	
open	to	one	and	all,	with	music	for	listen-
ing	and		an	array	of	desserts	for	sale	to	be	

Call to artists
	 The	 Ventura	 County	 Maritime	 Mu-
seum	announces	its	annual	Plein	Air	Fes-
tival	 &	 Exhibit,	 June	 3	 through	 July	 29.		
Cash	prizes	will	be	awarded.	The	artist’s	
bring	in	dates	to	the	museum	are	May	26,	
from	9-12	and	May	27,	from	1-4.
	 For	 an	 artist’s	 prospectus,	 contact	
Jackie	Cavish,	Curator	of	Art,	984-6260,	
by	 e-mail	 at	 VCMMARTS@aol.com	 or	
pick	one	up	at	the	museum	any	day,	from	
11-5	 pm	 at	 2731	 S.	 Victoria	 Avenue,	 in	
the	Oxnard	Fisherman’s	Wharf.

	 Patti	 Post’s	 exhibit	 of	 recent	 works	
titled	“Coming	 into	Fullness”	 shows	at	the	
Buenaventura	Art	Galley	from	May	25	
to	 June	 19.	 The	 opening	 reception	 is	
Saturday,	June	5	from	4-7pm.	
	 What	 Post	 does	 is	 what	 she	 loves	
and	it	is	beautiful.	Creating	for	Post	is	
more	 then	 pen	 on	 paper,	 ink	 to	 press	
and	brush	strokes	on	a	canvas.	“To	cre-
ate	 is	 to	 be	 alive,”	 says	 Post,	 a	 dogma	
representing	 the	 skills	 and	 beliefs	 she	
has	 learned,	 shared	 and	 taught	 for	
a	 life	 time.	 Her	 prints	 and	 paintings	
share	the	significance	of	the	numerous	
lives	she	has	touched	and	accomplish-
ments	she	has	made.	
	 A	 professional	 artists	 as	 well	 as	 a	
teacher,	Post	has	held	exhibits	in	San-
ta	Barbara,	Carpentaria,	Ojai	and	Long	
Beach.	This	is	Post’s	second	solo	show	
with	Buenaventura	Art	Association.
	 The	 Buenaventura	 Art	 Gallery	 is	
located	at	700	E.	Santa	Clara	St.	Hours	
are	 Tuesday-Friday	 from	 noon-5pm	
and	 Saturday	 from	 11	 am	 to	 5pm.	
Please	call	648-1235	or	visit	www.bue-
naventuragallery.org.

by Emily Thiroux

	 A	new	column	wafts	in	to	the	Ventura	
Breeze	this	week.		The	Heart	of	the	Artist	
started	as	a	web	site	created	to	introduce	
artists	 and	 their	 inspirations	 and	 show-
case	 their	art.	 	Now	 in	each	 issue	of	 the	
Breeze,	The	Heart	of	 the	Artist	will	 also	
introduce	 you	 to	 local	 artists	 and	 arts	
events.		
	 The	 spectrum	 of	 art	 forms	 ranges	
from	 glass	 to	 music,	 from	 watercolors	
to	 fiber,	 from	 ceramics	 to	 silver.	 Artists	
can	look	at	something,	or	hear	a	sound,	
or	touch	a	substance	and	in	their	mind’s	
eye,	 that	 thing,	 sound,	 or	 substance	
transforms	 to	 an	 object	 of	 expression.	
The	Heart	of	the	Artist	exists	to	provide	
a	network	to	link	artists	and	performers	
with	the	audience	who	seeks	their	inspi-
rations.
	 The	first	Heart	of	the	Artist	Ventura/
Ojai	 Art	 Tour	 will	 take	 place	 on	 June	 4,	
5,	 and	 6.	 	 On	 Friday	 we	 will	 visit	 Sylvia	
White	 Gallery,	 Stoneworks	 Studio,	 Vita	
Art	Center,	the	Bell	Arts	Factory,	and	the	
WAV,	 Working	 Artists	 in	 Ventura	 com-
plex.		Saturday	we	will	meet	and	visit	the	
studios	of	glass	artist	Teal	Rowe,	photog-
rapher	painter	Valerie	Lewis,	and	ceramic	
sculptor	 Sandy	 Wolk.	 	 We	 will	 also	 visit	
the	 Ojai	 Center	 for	 the	 Arts,	 The	 Fire-
house	 Gallery	 and	 Studio,	 and	 enjoy	 a	
lovely	 lunch.	 	 Sunday	 we	 will	 wrap	 up	
with	a	brunch	at	My	Florist	 in	Ventura.	
To	sign	up	for	all	this,	visit	http://www.
theheartoftheartist.com/art-tours/
	 Michele	 Chapin,	 one	 of	 the	 artists	
featured	in	the	tour,	will	amaze	you	with	
what	 she	 can	 do	 with	 a	 rock.	 	 Michele	
can	discover	the	beauty	and	smooth	con-

Patti Post’s 
“coming into 
fullness” 

“Woman	at	the	Window”,	oil	painting	by	Patti	
Post

William	T.	Wiley	prints	will	be	on	display	at	the	Sylvia	White	Gallery	starting	on	May	28

The Heart of the Artist
tours	buried	within	the	craggy	surface	or	
an	 ordinary	 stone.	 	 Her	 outdoor	 studio	
is	filled	with	piles	of	rocks	she	has	quar-
ried	from	California	deserts.		But	Michele	
has	more	than	rocks	to	amaze	you.		She	is	
an	advocate	for	the	arts	voicing	that	“Art	
saves	lives.”	She	works	with	youth	recog-
nizing	 and	 nurturing	 their	 talent	 while	
understanding	 their	 challenges.	 	 While	
her	 studio	 generally	 appears	 closed,	 she	
is	open	by	appointment,	she	is	there	for	
First	 Fridays	 and	 Art	 Walks,	 and	 she	 is	
there	Monday	afternoons	to	teach	classes	
in	stone	sculpting.		Michele	and	her	art	is	
a	gift	to	our	community.	 	 It’s	worth	the	
effort	to	seek	her	out	at	Stoneworks	Stu-
dios,	300	N.	Ventura	Ave.
	 	 Don’t	 miss	 The	 Sylvia	 White	
Gallery’s	 opening	 reception	 and	 book	
signing	for	their	new	show	What’s	 it	All	
Mean:	William	T.	Wiley	Prints	on	Friday	
May	28	from	6	to	8	PM.		The	show	runs	
until	June	19	at	1783	E.	Main	St.	-	www.
sylviawhite.com.
	 Artists	rely	on	community	to	support	
their	passion,	and	I	rely	on	community	to	
network	with	me	so	that	I	can	share	sto-
ries	and	opportunities.	You	can	be	part	of	
that	 community	 by	 contacting	 me	 with	
news	about	artists,	arts	related	events	and	
opportunities.	
	 You	 can	 contact	 me	 by	 becoming	 a	
Fan	 of	 The	 Heart	 of	 the	 Artist	 on	 Face-
book,	 by	 emailing	 me	 at	 Emily@the-
heartoftheartist.com,	 or	 by	 signing	 up	
for	my	blog	on	www.theheartoftheartist.
com.		I	look	forward	to	hearing	from	you	
and	creating	more	networking	opportu-
nities	for	us	all.

enjoyed	during	the	evening.		
	 Arline	 Tepper,	 a	 stone	 sculptor,	 and	
Susan	R.	Kaufman,	a	bronze	sculptor,	are	
organizing	 this	 event	 and	 hope	 this	 will	
just	be	the	beginning	of	future	art	shows	
sponsored	 by	 the	 Temple.	 	 A	 portion	 of	
the	 proceeds	 benefit	 Temple	 Beth	 Torah	
programs.
	 Award	 winning	 wood	 artist	 David	
Blackburn	 will	 be	 showing	 and	 selling	
some	 of	 his	 smaller	 boxes,	 just	 the	 right
size	for	the	jewelry	bought	during	the	eve-
ning.	
	 Judy	Klement	will	be	painting	and	sell-
ing	 her	 quick	 sketches	 of	 guests	 visiting	
the	event.		
	 For	 more	 information	 call	 647-4181.	
Temple	 Beth	 Torah	 is	 located	 at	 7620	
Foothill	Rd.

Ojai events
Continued	from	page	9
nearly	 as	 many	 photographers	 were	 dis-
played	at	the	Art	Center.		
	 Photographers	are	 invited	to	submit	
their	work	on	June	3	or	June	4.		Detailed	
submission	information	can	be	found	on	
the	Photography	Branch	page	of	the	Art	
Center	 website	 www.bearwoodimages.
com/photobranch
	 Gallery	 hours	 are	 Tuesday	 through	

Sunday	 from	 12	 to	 4	 pm.	 Admission	 is	
free.	 There	 will	 be	 a	 reception	 Sunday,	
June	6	from	1	to	3:30	pm.	Refreshments	
will	be	served.	The	Art	Center	 is	 located	
in	 downtown	 Ojai	 at	 113	 South	 Mont-
gomery	St	.
	 Fantasy,	romance	and	sexual	awaken-
ing	will	fill	 the	stage	when	“A Catholic 
Girls Guide to Losing Your Virgin-
ity”	 plays	 the	 Ojai	 Art	 Center	 Stage	 for	
3	 nights	 only May 28-30	 at	 8pm	 Fri-
day	and	Saturday	and	7	pm	on	Sunday.		
Tickets	for	Friday	Night	are	$35	which	
includes	 an	 opening	 night	 reception	
@	 6:45	 pm.	 and	 an	 introductory	 talk	
with	 the	 actors	 about	 the	 play.	 	 Tick-
ets	 for	 Saturday	 and	 Sunday	 are	 $25	
in	 advance	 and	 $30	 at	 the	 door,	 Tick-
ets	(must	be	18	or	over)	are	available	at	
the	 Ojai	 Center	 for	 the	 Arts	 by	 phone	
@	646-8907	or	on	the	web	at	www.ptgo.
org.		The	play	is	being	presented	by	the	
Ojai	Art	Center	and	Fresh	Roasted	Con-
certs.
	 “A	 Catholic	 Girls	 Guide”	 tells	 the	
hilarious	 and	 invigorating	 story	 of	
Lizzy,	 a	 witty	 and	 soulful	 Midwestern-
er	 blossoming	 into	 the	 big	 city	 of	 her	
dreams,	 who	 upon	 realizing	 her	 priest	
has	 a	 better	 sex	 life	 than	 she	 does,	 de-
cides	to	no	longer	live	her	life	according	
to	the	rules	of	her	religion.	
	 Thinking	 like	 a	 watershed	 is	 what	
Brock	Dolman	of	the	WATER	Institute	
would	like	all	of	us	to	start	doing.	He’ll	
be	in	Ojai	to	comment	on	a	20-minute	
documentary	produced	by	the	Surfrid-
er	 Foundation	 called	 Cycle of Insan-
ity.	 Dolman,	 who	 is	 cofounder	 of	 the	
Occidental	Arts	and	Ecology	Center	,	is	
a	wildlife	biologist	and	a	permaculture,	
erosion	 control	 and	 watershed	 resto-
ration	 consultant.	 He	 maintains	 that	
we’re	not	in	a	water	crisis;	it’s	our	water-
management	system	that	is	in	crisis.
	 The	 presentation	 will	 take	 place	
at	 the	 Chaparral	 High	 School	 Audito-
rium,	 414	 E.	 Ojai	 Ave.	 at	 7	 p.m.	 A	 $5	
suggested	entry	donation	will	include	a	
copy	of	the	Basins	of	Relations	booklet.	
For	more	information	about	the	event,	
go	to	www.ojaivalleygreencoalition.org,	
or	669-8445.
	 The	 Ojai	 Valley	 Library	 Friends	
&	 Foundation	 is	 pleased	 to	 spon-
sor	 the	 Sixteenth Annual Used-
Book Sale	 which	 will	 be	 held	
on	 Saturday,	 May 29,	 from	 10	
a.m.	to	5	p.m.	and	on	Sunday,	May	30,	
from	10	a.m.	to	4	p.m.	in	the	parking	lot	
of	the	Ojai	Library,	111	East	Ojai	Ave.
	 Hundreds	of	gently-used	books	will	
be	 available	 for	 purchase	 at	 moderate	
prices:	paperbacks	@	50	cents	each,	large	
paperbacks	@	$1.50	each,	and	hardcover		
books	 @	 2.00	 each	 (unless	 specially	
priced).	 Buy	 three	 books	 and	 get	 a	
same-priced	fourth	book	free!
	 All	 proceeds	 from	 the	 sale	 benefit	
the	 Meiners	 Oak,	 Oak	 View,	 and	 Ojai	
Libraries.
	 Meditation	 Mount	 presents	 the	
Full Moon Community Meditation	
in	 Gemini,	 Festival	 of	 Goodwill	 on	
Wednesday,	May 26	at	7:30pm.
	 You	are	invited	to	participate	in	this	
joyous	act	of	celebration	and	service	at	
the	 time	 of	 the	 Full	 Moon	 in	 Gemini	
to	 invoke,	anchor	and	distribute	bless-
ings	 to	 our	 world.	 Please	 join	 them	 in	
this	 group	 meditation	 for	 humanity.	
For	reference	the	exact	time	of	the	full	
moon	 is	 Thursday	 May	 27	 @	 4:08pm	
PDT
	 Your	generous	donations	are	appre-
ciated.
	 Meditation	 Mount	 10340	 Reeves	
Rd,	 Ojai.	 Contact	 646-5508	 	 or	 www.
meditation.com	for	more	information.
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Hi:	I’m	Cocoa	Clayborn	and	I	am	a	4	year	
old	 boy.	 I	 like	 to	 go	 to	 the	 beach	 with	
Art,	Sandy,	Charlotte	and	Max,	the	other	
Clayborns	 and	 Sarah	 Willey,	 who	 “cre-
ated”	me	and	love	to	play	in	the	ocean.		
	 I	 love	 children	 and	 Charlotte	 and	
Max	like	to	chase	me	around	the	yard.		I	
can	be	a	bit	of	a	trouble	maker	at	fam-
ily	picnics	if	not	watched	closely!
	 If	you	would	like	to	meet	the	rest	
of	 the	 Clayborn’s	 check	 us	 out	 at	
www.sarahwilley.com.
Scamp:	I	like	to	play	with	Cocoa	cause	he	
doesn’t	bark	at	me	even	if	he	is	a	trouble	
maker.

Professor	Scamp
Ph.D

Professor Scamp, Ph.D  (Pretty Happy Dog)

Join 
ScampClub
Animals	 of	 all	 sorts	 can	 join	 the	
Scampclub.	Email	me	your	picture	
and	a	little	about	yourself,	 includ-
ing	your	address,	to	Scampclub@
venturabreeze.com.	 You	 will	 be	
in	the	Breeze	and	receive	a	Scamp-
club	Card.

Scamp Club
year
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Some	 people	 say	 that	
I’m	 becoming	 very	
“puppity”	 lately	which	
might	be	true	but	when	
you	 are	 as	 famous	 as	
me	it	is	very	difficult	to	
stay	humble.
	 Inland	 Empire	

investigators	 allege	 that	 45-year	 old	 Bri-
an	 Burian	 stole	 dozens	 of	 fire	 hydrants,	
cutting	 them	 into	 pieces	 and	 then	 selling	
them	 as	 scrap	 metal.	 He	 wore	 an	 orange	
vest,	drove	around	in	a	white	pickup	truck	
with	 cones	 in	 the	 back	 and	 looked	 like	 a	
city	worker.
	 What	a	 cruel	 thing	 to	do	 to	 the	male	
dogs	that	live	in	the	area,	just	how	long	do	
you	think	that	we	can	hold	it?

	 The	U.S.	Postal	Service	has	continued	
a	50-year	 tradition	with	 the	dedication	of	
its	latest	social	awareness	stamp	—	Animal	
Rescue:	 Adopt	 a	 Shelter	 Pet.	 The	 44-cent	
stamps	 feature	 photographs	 of	 five	 cats	
and	five	dogs	from	animal	shelters	and	res-
cue	groups.		
	 “As	a	pet	owner	myself,	I	find	this	cam-
paign	 enormously	 gratifying.	 Because	 of	
these	stamps	and	the	Stamps	to	the	Rescue	
campaign,	more	people	will	learn	about	the	
plight	of	shelter	animals,”	said	Joseph	Cor-
bett,	Postal	Service	Chief	Financial	Officer.	
“More	people,	we	believe,	will	adopt	shelter	
animals,	 fewer	 people	 will	 abandon	 their	
pets,	more	people	will	spay	or	neuter	their	
animals,	and	fewer	animals	will	suffer.”	
	 The	 animals	 featured	 on	 the	 Animal	
Rescue:	 Adopt	 a	 Shelter	 Pet	 commemo-
rative	 stamps	 are	 based	 on	 photographs	
of	cats	and	dogs	from	shelters	and	rescue	
groups	and		all	have	been	adopted	into	lov-
ing	families.
	 I’m	sure	that	one	day	when	they	have	

stamps	of	very	famous	dogs	that	I	will	be	
on	one.

	 We	have	a	new	 ferocious	 looking	ani-
mal	in	our	back	yard.	It	is	at	least	8	inches	
long	with	a	bushy	tail	and	big	teeth	and	it	
is	eating	our	bird	food.	It	is	very	clever	and	
stands	on	our	fence	and	reaches	way	out	to	
get	to	the	bird	feeder.
	 I	run	outside	and	chase	him	away	but	
he	just	runs	up	a	tree	(I	wish	that	I	could	
do	 that)	 and	 just	 sits	 and	 stairs	 at	 me,	 I	
guess	I’m	not	very	scary.	So	I	stare	at	him	
for	a	while	and	get	bored	and	go	back	in	the	
house.
	 I	haven’t	stopped	him	but	at	least	I	am	
getting	 some	 exercise	 running	 in	 and	 out	
to	bark	at	him	and,	sometimes,	I	even	get	a	
treat	for	it.

	 The	Humane	Society	of	Ventura	Coun-
ty	is	seeking	homes	for	rescued	eight	horses	
in	its	care.
	 Six	of	the	horses	are	among	the	37	se-
verely	abused	horses	rescued	from	a	Lock-
wood	Valley	Park	ranch	in	the	fall	of	2008;

Continued	on	page	12

by Veronica Johnson

Minor Decoy Operation
	 The	 VPD	 conducted	 a	 minor	 decoy	
operation	 at	 various	 alcohol	 establish-
ments	 throughout	 the	 city	 of	 Ventura.	
The	 minor	 decoy	 program	 is	 an	 enforce-
ment	program	that	ABC	and	local	law	en-
forcement	agencies	use	to	detect	and	deter	
the	sales	of	alcohol	to	minors.	
	 During	 the	 operation,	 the	 decoys	 at-
tempted	to	purchase	alcohol	at	14	different	
locations.	Of	those	14	locations,	4	busines-
ses	sold	alcohol	 to	 the	minor	decoy.	 	The	
clerks	who	sold	to	the	minor	decoy	were	all	
cited	and	released	for	sales	of	alcohol	to	a	
minor.	
	 The	 following	 businesses	 sold	 to	 one	
of	their	minor	decoys:	the	Rite	Aid,	on	131	
West	Main	Street,	the	Asian	American	Mar-
ket	 on	 1007	 East	 Santa	 Clara	 Street,	 the	
Circle	 K	 3506	 East	 Main	 Street,	 and	 the	
AM/PM	on	605	South	Mills	Road.
Armed Robbery
	 On	 Friday,	 April	 30th,	 at	 3:58	 p.m.,	
Douglas	 Nelson,	 60	 years	 old	 and	 a	 resi-
dent	 of	 Ventura,	 was	 approached	 from	
behind	while	he	was	at	the	trunk	of	his	ve-
hicle	on	the	third	level	of	the	Santa	Clara	
Parking	Structure.	Without	any	warning	a	
black	male	adult,	ABOUT	25	years	old	and	
6-’0”	 with	 short	 black	 hair	 and	 wearing	 a	
dark	colored	jersey	shirt,	hit	Nelson	on	the	
back	of	his	head	with	a	small	crowbar	and	
demanded	money.	Nelson	was	able	to	hand	
his	money	to	the	suspect.	Nelson	was	taken	
to	Ventura	County	Medical	Center	for	tre-
atment	 to	 his	 head	 injury.	 The	 suspect	 is	
being	sought	on	charges	of	armed	robbery	
and	assault	with	a	deadly	weapon.	
Residential Burglary
	 On	 Thursday,	 May	 6th,	 at	 7:01	 a.m.,	
VPD	responded	to	a	burglary	in	the	1000	

block	of	Bath	Lane.	A	neighbor	saw	broken	
glass	on	the	ground	and	called	911.	Once	
officers	arrived	on	scene,	they	found	a	bro-
ken	 window	 at	 the	 back	 of	 the	 residence.	
Officers	entered	the	residence	and	during	a	
search	of	the	residence,	they	found	Gregory	
Kraft,	33	years	old	and	a	resident	of	Simi	
Valley,	passed	out	in	a	chair	in	the	upstairs	
bedroom.	Kraft	appeared	to	be	intoxicated	
and	possibly	under	the	influence	of	a	con-
trolled	substance.
	 Shortly	 after	 the	 officers	 arrived,	 the	
owners,	including	Richard	Yost,	of	the	hou-
se	arrived	and	discovered	a	bicycle	was	mis-
sing	from	their	garage.	Officers	found	the	
bike	in	a	driveway	a	few	houses	away	from	
the	victim’s	residence.
	 Kraft	 was	 booked	 in	 the	 Ventura	
County	Jail	for	residential	burglary.
Stolen Southern California Edison Ve-
hicle
	 On	Thursday,	May	6th,	at	10:30	p.m.,	
a	Southern	California	Edison	employee	re-
ported	to	Ventura	Police	Officers	who	were	
working	 in	 the	 area	 of	 Circle	 K,	 located	
at	3506	East	Main	Street,	 that	his	Edison	
work	utility	truck	had	been	stolen.
	 A	few	minutes	later,	VPD	dispatch	was	
notified	 of	 a	 Southern	 California	 Edison	
utility	 truck	 being	 involved	 in	 a	 collision	
with	 the	 driver	 fleeing	 from	 the	 scene.	
Numerous	officers	responded	to	the	area	
and	 established	 a	 perimeter.	 After	 app-
roximately	 30	 minutes,	 a	 subject,	 who	
was	identified	as	David	Balzano,	33	years	
old,	was	detained	at	Channel	Islands	Dri-
ve	and	Arundell	Avenue.	A	witness	to	the	
collision	identified	Balzano	as	the	driver.	
While	investigating	the	collision,	officers	
learned	that	Balzano	collided	into	three	

Continued	on	page	13

Hi:	I’m	Eli	and	I	think	that	I	am	a	yel-
low	lab	mix,	what	do	you	think?.	I	am	
1	years	old,	have	all	my	shots,	and	am	
neutered.	 I	 weigh	 about	 75	 pounds	
and	am	very	active,	healthy,	friendly,	
and	 very	 loving.	 My	 human	 com-
panions	 will	 be	 moving	 and	 can’t	
take	me	with	them	so	I	need	to	find	
a	new	home.	
	 They	have	tried	friends,	to	no	
avail.	 Wouldn’t	 you	 just	 love	 to	
adopt	 me	 and	 make	 me	 part	 of	
your	 family?	 You	 can	 call	 me	 at	
630-	5719	so	we	can	talk.

Dogs to Adopt

Scamp Club
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Family owned and operated.
Professional and dignified care for seniors or 
anyone who needs day supervision.

Activities include:
Current events, adult education classes, music 
exercise, arts and crafts, cooking classes and 
many more.

Monday through Friday, 8am to 5pm

1690 East Main Street
Ventura, CA 93001 

805.643.5000
License # 565800229

Senior Day Center

Senior Living

The future is now.
The	Breeze	is	available	online	24/7,	

along	with	useful	links,	staff	biogra-
phies	and	online-only	goodies.

www.venturabreeze.com	

Veterans may be 
eligible for in-
come – find out 
at the 
Bonaventure
	 On	 Saturday,	 May	 22	 The	 Bonaven-
ture,	 located	 at	 10949	 Telegraph	 Road,	
will	present	a	salute	to	veterans	BBQ.	The	
event	will	be	from	10:30am-2:30pm.
	 The	 Bonaventure	 invites	 you	 to	
learn	 important	 facts	 from	 experts	
about	how	you	can	qualify	for	the	litt-
le-known	Veterans	Administration	Aid	
&	Attendance	benefit	program	as	well	
as	the	VA	Burial	Benefits.			Wartime	ve-
terans,	and	their	spouses,	may	be	eligi-
ble	 for	 a	 significant	 monthly	 income,	
ranging	 from	 $1056	 to	 $1945.	 	 They	
also	welcome	you	to	join	in	for	an	old-
fashioned	 BBQ	 with	 games	 and	 door	
prizes.	 	It’s	their	way	of	saying	thanks	
to	those	who	have	so	admirably	served	
us.		In	addition,	seniors	who	tour	The	
Bonaventure	 during	 the	 event,	 or	 any	
time	before	June	30,	will	be	entered	to	
win	 free	 rent	 for	 life	 as	 part	 of	 Holi-
day	 Retirement’s	 national	 Swing	 into	
Spring	sweepstakes.	

Senior Cone-nection 

Relief for people 
with a hearing 
or vision 
impaired 
disability
by Nanci Cone

	 The	 Deaf	 and	 Disabled	 Telecommu-
nications	 Program	 (DDTP)	 is	 a	 Califor-
nia	 State	 mandated	 program,	 adminis-
tered	 by	 the	 California	 Public	 Utilities	
Commission	(CPUC).	The	DDTP	has	two	
components:	 The	 California	 Telephone	
Access	 Program	 (CTAP)	 that	 provides	
assistive	telephone	devices,	and	the	Cali-
fornia	Relay	Service	 (CRS)	that	provides	
relay	service.	These	programs	are	funded	
by	a	nominal	surcharge	on	all	telephone	
bills	in	the	state	listed	as	“CA	Relay	Ser-
vice	and	Communications	Devices	Fund.
The	 California	 Telephone	 Access	 Pro-
gram	 (CTAP)	 distributes	 telecommuni-
cations	equipment	and	services	to	indivi-
duals	certified	as	having	difficulty	using	a	
standard	telephone.	CTAP	is	a	California	
State	 mandated	 program,	 under	 gover-
nance	 of	 the	 California	 Public	 Utilities	
Commission	(CPUC)	and	equipment	and	
some	network	services	are	available	at	no	
charge	to	eligible	consumers.
	 Californians	 who	 are	 deaf,	 hard	 of	
hearing,	 speech-disabled,	 cognitively-
disabled,	 blind,	 or	 who	 have	 low	 vision,	
or	 restricted	 mobility,	 are	 eligible	 to	 re-
ceive	 equipment	 with	 certification	 by	 a	
medical	 doctor,	 a	 licensed	 audiologist,	

A	“hot	 tamale”	wins	 the	 jalapeno	eating	 con-
test	at	Cypress

Ay, es muy 
caliente!
	 The	Cypress	Place	Senior	Living	facil-
ity	 recently	 held	 their	 annual	 Cinco	 de	
Mayo celebration	to	raise	money	for	the	
National	Police	Dog	Foundation	to	sup-
port	K9	units.	It	can	cost	up	to	$20,000	to	
purchase	and	train	a	police	dog	(see	sepa-
rate	article	to	see	how	well	one	of	our	own	
performed).
	 One	 of	 the	 most	 popular	 events	 at	
the	 fund	 raiser	 is	 the	 jalapeno	 eating	
contest.	 This	 year	 Marina	 Patton	 Flores	
won	by	eating	her	8	jalapenos	in	about	40	
seconds	while	 the	other	 contestants	 (in-
cluding	 last	 years	 winner)	 were	 working	
on	their	third	or	fourth,	she	 is	one	“hot	
tamale”.
	 The	 several	 hundred	 attendees	 also	
took	the	time	to	sing	happy	birthday	to	
Breeze	publisher	Sheldon	who	celebrates	
his	 birthday	 on	 Cinco	 de	 Mayo.	 He	 re-
fused	 to	 enter	 the	 jalapeno	 contest	 and	
Scamp	wasn’t	there	to	enter.

a	qualified	state	agency,	or	a	hearing	aid	
dispenser.		California	Relay	Service	(CRS)	
provides	 specially-trained	 operators	 to	
relay	 telephone	 conversations	 back	 and	
forth	between	people	who	are	deaf,	hard	
of	 hearing,	 or	 speech-disabled	 and	 all	
those	they	wish	to	communicate	with	by	
telephone.
	 Outreach	 specialist	 Theresa	 Tong	
says,	 “Often	people	are	 too	embarrassed	
about	 not	 being	 able	 to	 read	 numbers	
on	 a	 telephone	 or	 hear	 a	 person’s	 voice	
on	the	phone	so	they	begin	to	withdraw.		
And	 most	 people	 are	 unaware	 that	 they	
can	 receive	 their	 equipment	 at	 no	 cost.		
We	 make	 every	 effort	 to	 work	 with	 the	
health	professional	–	physician,	audiolo-
gist,	or	other	certified	medical	professio-
nal	–	to	ensure	an	individual	is	given	the	
equipment	 to	 best	 suit	 his	 or	 her	 needs	
and	give	them	the	skills	to	use	it	proper-
ly.”	
	 Your	telephone	is	a	social	connection,	
your	link	to	family,	friends,	the	workpla-
ce,	and	even	a	lifeline	when	you	need	help.	
If	using	 the	 telephone	has	become	diffi-
cult,	it’s	time	to	get	in	touch	with	CTAP.
DDTP.	 These	 products	 and	 services	 are	
available	at	no	cost	and	can	make	using	
the	telephone	easier.		Equipment	choices	
include	amplified	telephones	and	ampli-
fiers,	 ring	 signal	 devices,	 speech	 devices,	
headsets,	and	other	accessories.		Options	
allow	you	to	make	your	caller’s	voice	lou-
der,	carry	your	phone	with	you,	dial	using	
large	or	talking	buttons,	call	with	memo-
ry-dialing	 picture	 buttons,	 make	 your	
voice	louder	or	read	conversation	in	text.
If	 your	 medical	 professional	 deems	 that	
you	need	one	of	these	devices,	he	or	she	
can	 fill	 out	 the	 Certification	 Form	 and	
send	it	to	CTAP,	P.O.	Box	30310,	Stock-

ton,	 CA	 95213	 or	 fax	 it	 to	 (800)	 889-
3974.	 Once	 you	 have	 your	 equipment,	
the	 CTAP/DDTP	 Service	 Centers,	 staf-
fed	 by	 Customer	 Assistants	 (CAs),	 will	
assess	 your	 needs	 first	 hand	 and	 train	
you	 in	 using	 the	 specialized	 telephone	
equipment.	Field	Advisors	(FAs)	travel	to	
consumers’	 homes	 to	 provide	 assistance	
with	 installation	 and	 set	 up	 of	 the	 tele-
phone	 equipment,	 as	 well	 as	 training	 in	
the	use	of	the	equipment.	For	more	infor-
mation	about	the	different	types	of	pro-
grams	and	equipment,	visit	the	Web	site	
at	www.ddtp.org.

Professor Scamp
Continued	from	page	11
	the	two	others	come	from	another	abuse	
case.	The	ongoing	daily	care	and	treatment	
for	the	horses	are	placing	a	financial	strain	
on	 the	 HSVC,	 said	 Sherry	 Brockus,	 Ex-
ecutive	 Director	 of	 the	 local	 nonprofit	
organization.
	 Brockus	added	that	the	court	grant-
ed	HSVC	$30,000	in	restitution	from	the	
Lockwood	 Valley	 case,	 “but	 that’s	 just	 a	
drop	 in	the	bucket	 for	 taking	care	of	so	
many	horses	for	such	a	long	time.”
	 When	the	horses	arrived	at	the	HSVC	
shelter,	 Brockus	 said,	 they	 were	 emaci-
ated,	 lethargic	and	did	not	trust	people.	
A	year	and	a	half	later,	“They’re	beautiful,	
healthy	 and	 have	 shiny	 coats,”	 Brockus	
reported.	 “It’s	 a	 complete	 transforma-
tion.	Now,	when	they	see	people,	they	run	
up	to	the	fence	and	hope	for	carrots.”
	 For	more	information,	call	656-5031,	
or	visit	www.humanesocietyvc.org.
	 The	 Humane	 Society	 of	 Ventura	
County,	located	at	402	Bryant	St.	in	Ojai.	
Donations	may	be	sent	 to	 the	shelter	at	
PO	Box	297,	Ojai,	CA	93024.	
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Kahlua Roasted Pig, 
Mai Tais, Hawaiian Buffet, 

Hawaiian Dancers, 
Live Hawaiian Music.

You’re invited 
to our

RSVP (805)650-8000 by June 4

Active Senior Living
1220 Cypress Point Lane

Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 656-9500

Assisted Living
1200 Cypress Point Lane

Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 650-8000

License # 565801008

www.cypressplaceseniorliving.com

RSVP (805)650-8000 by June 4

JUNE 5TH, 2010
12:00 TO 2:00 P.M.
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Sports

by Keith R. Pillow, 
Sports Correspondent

	 What	off	season?
	 The	 Ventura	 County	 Fusion,	 the	 re-
gion’s	first	and	only	world-class,	champi-
onship-caliber	 soccer	 franchise,	 and	 the	
reigning	champions	of	the	Premier	Devel-
opment	League	(PDL),	began	its	2010	cam-
paign	right	where	it	left	off	last	year:		with	
impressive	victories	in	its	first	two	matches,	
and	a	ton	of	momentum	as	the	squad	pre-
pares	for	a	four-game	home	stand	at	Buena	
High	School	beginning	Friday,	May	21.
	 “It	was	important	for	us	to	start	the	sea-
son	strong,	and	declare	our	intent	to	defend	
our	title	in	2010,”	said	Ole	Mikkelsen,	the	
new	 head	 coach	 of	 the	 Fusion.	 “We	 want	
to	prove	last	year	was	no	fluke.	As	a	result,	
we	worked	really	hard	in	the	off	season	to	
recruit	a	wealth	of	new	talent	that	could	im-
mediately	make	a	positive	on-field	impact.	
We	are	excited	about	this	year’s	roster,	and	
we	 are	 already	 seeing	 excellent	 results	 on	
both	offense	and	defense.”
	 In	 the	 season’s	 first	 game	 against	 the	
Lancaster	 Rattlers	 on	 May	 1,	 the	 Fusion	
controlled	the	pace	from	the	opening	kick-
off	 and	 never	 let	 up.	 New	 addition	 Brent	
Whitfield,	 a	 speedy	 forward	 who	 led	 the	
PDL’s	Western	Conference	in	goals	last	year	
for	 the	 Los	 Angeles	 Legends,	 scored	 three	
times,	and	Jamie	Scope	and	Thiago	Rocha	
also	notched	goals,	to	power	the	Fusion	to	a	
5-0	victory.	Impressively,	the	Fusion	secured	
the	 win	 without	 several	 key	 players,	 who	
sustained	 injuries	 in	 pre-season	 training	
and	were	not	available	for	the	game.
	 “It’s	 always	 difficult	 to	 begin	 on	 the	
road,	but	I	knew	our	training	would	pay	off,	
no	 matter	 where	 we	 played,”	 commented	
Ranbir	 Shergill,	 Fusion	 general	 manager.	
“I	 was	 pleased	 with	 the	 team’s	 effort,	 and	
it	was	gratifying	to	see	our	new	players	feel	
comfortable	 on	 the	 field	 and	 with	 Mik-
kelsen’s	new	schemes.”
	 The	 Fusion	 were	 equally	 as	 dominant	
in	its	home	opener	against	the	Ogden	Out-
laws	on	May	8.	Back	to	full	strength	for	its	
second	game,	the	Fusion	relied	on	precision	
passing	 and	 aggressive	 defense	 to	 control	
the	ball,	and	carve	out	a	3-0	victory	against	
the	visitors.	Once	again,	Whitfield	and	Ro-
cha	 supplied	 the	 firepower	 by	 combining	
for	all	three	goals,	while	veteran	goalkeeper	
Bryan	Hill	was	perfect	in	the	box.
	 In	 the	 	 first	 two	 contests,	 the	 Fusion	
have	scored	eight	goals	and	allowed	none.
	 Following	 the	 team’s	 away	 match	 ver-

Midfiedler	 Andy	 Rose	 propels	 the	 ball	 upfield	
during	the	Fusion’s	match	with	the	Ogden	Out-
laws	on	May	8.

Ventura Coun-
ty Fusion kicks 
off 2010 Pre-
mier Develop-
ment League 
Season

sus	the	Seahorses	on	Saturday,	May	15,	the	
Fusion	embark	on	a	four-game	home	series.	
The	team	squares	off	against	the	Seahorses	
again	on	Friday, May	21,	and	then	faces	the	
Fresno	 Fuego	 two	 days	 later	 on	 Sunday,	
May	23.	Next	up,	the	Fusion	meet	the	Hol-
lywood	United	Hitmen	on	Friday,	May	28,	
and	then	confront	the	BYU	Cougars	on	Sat-
urday,	June	5.
	 “This	 is	 a	 tough	 schedule	 ahead,	 but	
we’re	 up	 for	 the	 challenge,”	 said	 forward	
Mike	Enfield,	a	Ventura	High	School	grad-
uate	and	former	member	of	the	Los	Ange-
les	 Galaxy	 and	 Sydney	 F.C.	 of	 Australia’s	
First	Division.	“We	have	tremendous	talent	
on	this	squad	–	guys	who	can	make	game-
changing	 plays	 from	 any	 location	 on	 the	
field.	I	feel	if	we	continue	to	play	with	the	
same	skill	and	confidence,	we	have	a	great	
opportunity	 to	repeat	as	PDL	champions.	
But	first	things	first…”

Police reports
Continued	from	page	11
sign	 poles	 one	 block	 away	 from	 where	
the	vehicle	came	to	rest	as	well	as	a	water	
main.
	 Balzano	 was	 arrested	 and	 booked	 at	
the	 Ventura	 County	 Jail	 for	 possession	 of	
a	 stolen	 vehicle,	 possession	 of	 stolen	 pro-
perty,	 violation	 of	 parole	 terms,	 DUI,	 hit	
and	run,	and	resisting	a	peace	officer.
Attempted Robbery
	 On	Friday,	May	7th,	at	7:58	p.m.,	Paul	
Province,	 42	 years	 old,	 walked	 into	 the	
Shell	station	on	4111	Telegraph	Road.	He	
had	his	hand	under	his	shirt,	simulating	a	
hand	 gun.	 He	 approached	 the	 two	 clerks	
who	were	working	behind	the	counter	and	
demanded	money	from	the	register.	Befo-
re	the	clerks	were	able	to	provide	Province	
with	money,	they	observed	Province	remo-
ve	his	hand	from	under	his	shirt,	revealing	
a	cell	phone	in	his	hand.	The	clerks	refused	
to	provide	money	and	Province	fled.
	 VPD	 officers	 responded	 to	 the	 Shell	
station.	 While	 obtaining	 statements	 from	
the	clerks,	the	clerks	noticed	Province	wal-
king	on	the	sidewalk	past	the	business	and	
identified	 him	 as	 the	 individual	 who	 at-
tempted	the	robbery.	
	 Officers	took	Province	into	custody.	It	
was	later	learned	that	Province	was	on	non-

revocable	 parole.	 Province	 was	 booked	 at	
the	Ventura	County	Jail	for	attempted	rob-
bery.	
Traffic Collision
	 On	Thursday,	April	29th,	at	2:56	a.m.,	
Ventura	Fire	units	responded	with	multiple	
agencies	to	a	traffic	collision	near	the	4400	
block	of	Olivas	Park	Drive	with	a	trapped	
victim	in	an	overturned	vehicle.	Units	arri-
ved	to	find	a	two-vehicle	collision	with	one	
vehicle	on	its	side.	
	 Two	 persons	 were	 found	 trapped	 in-
side	 the	vehicle,	 including	a	 four	year	old	
boy	still	securely	restrained	in	an	approved	
child	safety	seat.	Firefighters	ensured	that	
the	vehicle	was	stable	before	using	hydrau-
lic	rescue	tools	to	cut	the	vehicle	open	in	or-
der	to	free	the	two	trapped	occupants.	The	
driver	of	the	second	vehicle	transported	to	
a	local	hospital	with	minor	injuries.	
Bank Robbery Attempt
	 On	 Monday,	 April	 26th,	 at	 9:05	 p.m.,	
the	VPD	responded	to	a	 robbery	 in	prog-
ress	at	Wells	Fargo	Bank	on	the	2700	block	
of	 Thompson	 Block.	 Officers	 arrived	 on	
scene	and	it	was	determined	that	the	suspe-
ct,	a	male	20-30	years	old,	entered	the	bank	
wearing	 a	 hooded	 sweatshirt	 and	 mask.	
The	suspect	demanded	keys	to	the	secured	
teller	and	vault	location.	The	employees	in	
the	 lobby	could	not	provide	 the	keys	and	
the	suspect	battered	two	of	the	employees	
when	his	demands	were	not	met.	
	 Approximately	 10	 minutes	 later,	 the	
VPD	responded	to	a	robbery	alarm	at	Paci-
fic	Western	Bank	in	the	400	block	of	Mills	
Road.	 The	 suspect	 entered	 the	 bank	 and	
demanded	that	the	teller	give	him	money.	
The	suspect	reached	over	the	counter	and	
retrieved	 money	 from	 the	 teller’s	 drawer.	
The	suspect	fled	the	location	on	foot	with	
an	undisclosed	amount	of	money.
Suspicious Devices
	 On	 Wednesday,	 April	 28th,	 at	 11:30	
a.m.,	 Ventura	 police	 stopped	 a	 vehicle	 in	

the	1700	block	of	Ventura	Avenue	for	traf-
fic	 infraction.	Officers	conducted	a	search	
of	the	vehicle.	During	the	course	of	the	se-
arch,	five	suspicious	devices,	that	resembled	
pipe	bombs	were	located	concealed	in	a	duffel	
bag	and	in	the	passenger	compartment	of	the	
vehicle.	
	 Officers	restricted	both	vehicular	and	pe-
destrian	traffic	for	a	one-block	radius	on	Ven-
tura	 Avenue.	 The	 Ventura	 County	 Sheriff’s	
Department	Bomb	Squad	responded.
	 After	examining	the	devices,	the	Bomb	
Squad	felt	confident	that	the	devices	were	
not	explosive	in	nature	but	still	took	preca-
utionary	measures	and	custody	of	the	devi-
ces	to	be	further	examined	and	disposed	of	
at	an	appropriate	facility.	
Vehicle Pursuit
	 On	Sunday,	April	25th,	at	9:47	p.m.,	a	
Ventura	Police	Department	officer	attemp-
ted	to	stop	a	vehicle	for	a	traffic	violation	
in	the	2200	block	of	Victoria	Street.	A	pur-
suit	was	initiated	and	officers	pursued	after	
the	suspect	vehicle.	The	pursuit	continued	
southbound	on	Victoria	to	Olivas	Park	Dri-
ve,	 and	 then	 onto	 Harbor	 Boulevard	 and	
entered	the	city	of	Oxnard.
	 The	pursuit	reached	a	maximum	of	85	
Mph.	 Charles	 Nunez,	 47	 years	 old,	 a	 resi-
dent	of	Ventura,	and	the	driver	of	the	sus-
pect	vehicle	was	driving	erratic	and	posed	a	
significant	risk	to	the	public	at	large.	VPD	
officers	 discontinued	 the	 pursuit	 because	
they	felt	it	was	unsafe	to	keep	pursuing	Nu-
nez.	Nunez	continued	to	speed	in	his	truck	
even	though	he	was	no	longer	being	pursu-
ed.	He	lost	control	of	his	truck	at	the	inter-
section	of	Fifth	and	H	Street	and	collided	
into	a	traffic	signal	light.	
	 Nunez	 was	 the	 sole	 occupant	 of	 the	
truck	and	he	sustained	minor	injuries	from	
his	traffic	collision.	He	was	transported	to	
St.	John’s	Hospital	for	treatment	and	later	
booked	 at	 Ventura	 County	 Jail	 for	 felony	
evading	and	a	DUI.	

VC Athletic 
Association 
announces new 
members of its 
Hall of Fame
	 The	 Ventura	 College	 Athletic	 As-
sociation	 is	 announced	 the	 selection	 of	
six	new	members	into	the	Athletic	Hall	of	
Fame.	These	outstanding	athletes represent	
50	years	of	athletic	tradition	at	Ventura	Col-
lege	and	will	be	formally	inducted	on	Sun-
day,	May	16,	at	4	p.m.	at	the	Crowne	Plaza	
Ventura	Beach	Hotel.	Additionally,	the	Ven-
tura	College	Athletic	Association	will	honor	
current	 Ventura	 College	 student	 athletes	
from	 all	 18	 intercollegiate	 programs	 and	
present	awards	for	male	and	female	Scholar	
Athlete	of	the	Year,	male	and	female	Coach	
of	the	Year,	and	male	and	female	Athlete	of	
the	Year.	
	 The	 2010	 Hall	 of	 Fame	 class	 is	 as	 fol-
lows:	
Tom	Chivington,	VC	tennis,	1955-1957	
Jim	Crockom,	VC	basketball,	1950-1952	
Darryl	Downey,	VC	football,	1968-1970	
Brandt	 Jackson,	 VC	 football	 and	 baseball,	
1965-1967	
Brandon	Jessie,	VC	basketball,	1992-1994	
Monique	Taylor,	VC	basketball,	2000-2002	
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Buena Jazz at 
the Lodge 
Raises Spirits 
and Money Too
	 On	April	17	the		Buena	High	School	
Jazz	Band	was	invited	to	provide	a	show	
for	 the	 Ventura	 Elks	 Lodge.	 This	 was	 a	
part	 of	 a	 combined	 fundraiser	 by	 the	
Buena	 Music	 Department	 and	 the	 Ven-
tura	Elks	Lodge	#1430.			The	partnership	
worked	 well, it	 produced	 a	 successful	
“dinner	and	show”	evening	at	the	Lodge.	
	 The	Jazz	Band	worked	hard.	These	20	

Continued	on	page	16

by Rich Burlingham 	

Community	 Access	 Partners	 of	 San	
Buenaventura	 or	 CAPS-TV,	 Ventura’s	
community	 media	 center	 will	 again	 of-
fer	 week-long	 summer	 digital	 storytell-
ing	classes	for	kids	ages	10	to	15.		Start-
ing	July	12	through	July	30	students	will	
learn	 not	 only	 skills	 needed	 for	 digital	
video	 production,	 including	 scriptwrit-
ing,	camera	operation	and	non-linear	ed-
iting,	but	how	to	work	in	a	crew	situation	
with	other	kids	they	may	have	never	met	
before.		They	will	gain	all	the	knowledge	
they	will	need	to	start	creating	their	own	
digital	 productions	 and	 even	 if	 they’ve	
had	 prior	 experience	 or	 have	 attended	
one	of	our	classes	before,	 there	 is	 some-
thing	for	all	skill	levels.		CAPS4Kids	Dig-
ital	Storytelling	Classes	utilize	the	CAPS	
Community	 Media	 Center	 at	 65	 Day	
Road	in	Ventura	which	offers	a	safe	en-
vironment,	excellent	equipment	and	top-
notch	professional	instructors	to	make	it	
the	best	time	a	kid	will	have	all	summer.
	 This	summer	each	CAPS4Kids	week-
long	 class	 will	 have	 a	 theme.	 	 The	 first	
week	 is	 “commercial	week”	where	crews	
will	each	create	a	web-based	commercial	
with	a	local	business,	much	like	Donald	
Trump’s	 The	 Apprentice.	 	 They	 crews	
will	 compete	 for	 a	 chance	 to	 have	 their	
commercial	 appear	 on	 the	 company’s	
web	 site.	 	 Week	 two	 is	 Non-profit	 week	
where	crews	will	create	a	short	video	for	
a	Ventura	organization	with	the	winning	
video	 appearing	 on	 the	 organization’s	
web	 site.	 	 And	 week	 three	 is	 48-hour	
film	week	where	crews	will	get	48	hours	
to	create	a	short	film	based	on	the	same	
basic	 storyline.	 The	 winning	 film	 will	
screen	at	the	2011	Ventura	Film	Festival	
and	 all	 the	 student	 productions	 will	 be	
shown	on	CAPS-TV	Cable	Channel	6	in	
Ventura.
	 Tuition	 is	 $230	 per	 week	 and	 in-
cludes	 a	 T-shirt.	 	 Class	 hours	 are	 from	
9am	to	4pm,	but	tuition	includes	before	
care	from	8am	to	9am	and	4pm	to	6pm.		

	 The	goal	of	CAPS4Kids	is	to	not	only	
teach	students	media	basics,	but	to	show	
them	how	to	tell	a	story	through	a	visual	
medium,	even	if	that	story	is	only	thirty	
seconds	long.		Students	will	be	placed	in	
teams	or	“crews”	and	will	work	together	
throughout	the	week	on	the	week’s	chal-
lenge	 project.	 Every	 afternoon	 also	 in-
cludes	activities	where	the	only	goal	is	to	
have	fun.		
	 As	part	of	our	mission	to	work	with	
the	entire	community	we	also	conduct	a	
“free”	week	to	a	select	group	of	kids	at	a	
Boys	&	Girls	Club	Ventura	center	in	Au-
gust.	 	 But	 we	 need	 help	 from	 individu-
als	 and	 businesses	 to	 help	 offset	 costs.		
If	you’re	interested	in	sponsoring	a	Boys	
and	 Girls	 Club	 kid	 with	 a	 scholarship	
please	 contact	 CAPS.	 	 Other	 sponsor	
opportunities	 also	 are	 available	 with	 all	
of	our	classes	–	 including	becoming	the	
theme-week	 partners.	 	 What	 better	 gift	
could	you	give	to	a	kid	than	the	possibil-
ity	of	a	bright	future?	
	 Besides	 the	 summer	 classes,	 CAP-
S4Kids	 also	 conducts	 a	 six-week	 media	
course	 in	 select	 elementary	 schools	 in	
Ventura.	 	 In	 2009	 CAPS	 was	 awarded	 a	
grant	through	the	Ventura	County	Com-
munity	Foundation’s	ArtsLIVE	initiative	
to	 help	 fund	 the	 media	 course	 at	 two	
Title	 1	 schools	 in	 the	 VUSD.	 	 Last	 fall	
saw	a	very	successful	class	at	Sunset	El-
ementary	 in	Oak	View	and	currently	we	
are	working	with	4th	and	5th	graders	at	
Lincoln	Elementary	in	Ventura.		
	 The	 CAPS4Kids	 program	 also	 in-
cludes	 internships	 with	 students	 from	
Ventura	 high	 schools	 and	 local	 colleges	
and	institutions.		
	 Please	 contact	 Rich	 Burlingham,	
Marketing	 and	 Development	 Manage/
CAPS-TV	for	more	details	on	how	to	be-
come	a	CAPS4Kids	sponsor,	if	you’d	like	
to	participate	with	one	of	the	classes	or	
learn	more	about	CAPS	go	to	www.cap-
stv.org	or	call	658-0500.

Ventura High 
School students 
say “Bon 
Voyage”
by Brooke Demchuck

	 Studying	abroad	has	always	been	an	
extremely	 popular	 form	 of	 education	
in	 college,	 and	 now	 the	 popularity	 of	 it	

Phi Delta Kappa 
announces 
education 
awards
	 On	Saturday	May	1,	over	30	members	
of	the	San	Buenaventura	Chapter	of	PDK
(	http://www.pdkintl.org	)	met	to	honor	
its	scholarship	recipient	-	Monica	Nunez,	
a	Buena	High	School	Senior.	She	was	se-
lected	 for	 her	 essay	 entitled	 ““Here’s	 To	

Police Activities 
League presents 
computers to 
Cabrillo Middle 
School students
	 The	 Police	 Activities	 League	 (PAL),	
in	conjunction	with	the	City	of	Ventura	
Community	 Services	 Department	 and	
the	 Ventura	 Unified	 School	 District,	
will	 present	 computers	 to	 26	 students	
enrolled	 at	 Cabrillo	 Middle	 School	 on	
Thursday,	 May	 20,	 at	 6	 p.m.	 at	 Cabrillo	
Middle	 School,	 1426	 E.	 Santa	 Clara	
Street	in	Ventura.	
	 The	 children	 and	 their	 families	 will	
take	 the	 computers	 home	 after	 the	 cer-
emony	and	a	training	session	on	how	to	
set	up,	operate	and	maintain	the	comput-
ers.
	 Every	 year,	 volunteers	 from	 the	 PAL	
program	 called	 “Computers,	 Cops	 &	
Kids”	 collect	 used	 computers	 in	 good	
working	order,	then	clean	the	hard drives,	
reformat	 and	 load	 them	 with	 licensed	
software	applications	for	use	by	youth	8	
to	13	years	of	age.	
	 The	goal	is	to	ensure	that	all	children	
in	the	PAL	program	have	a	computer	to	
help	them	succeed	in	school,	assist	them	
with	 their	 homework	 and	 provide	 them	
with	computer	literacy.	
	 The	program	began	in	2006	through	
the	efforts	of	Ventura	PAL	advisory	board	
member	 Carolyn	 Cassavan.	 	 Since	 then,	
more	than	300	free	computers	have	been	
distributed	to	students	who	are	selected	
by	 their	 school	 principals	 and	 teachers.	
The	program	continues	to	grow	and	ex-
tend	to	include	other	schools	within	the	
VUSD.	
	 For	 more	 information	 on	 the	 pro-
gram,	 please	 contact	 PAL	 Executive	 Di-
rector	Mario	Robinson	at	654-7807.

Are	you	sure	this	is	the	way	Kevin	Costner	started?

Kids get media savvy at CAPS-
TV Digital Storytelling Summer 

is	 spreading	 to	 high	 schools.	 Students,	
parents,	 and	 teachers	 alike	 greatly	 enjoy	
studying	 abroad	 in	 different	 countries	
compared	 to	 learning	 about	 culture	
through	a	textbook.	The	pros	and	knowl-
edge	 that	 one	 gains,	 especially	 a	 young	
adult,	 from	 traveling	 to	 different	 places	
and	 spending	 a	 substantial	 amount	 of	
time	 there	 is	 priceless	 and	 almost	 never	
ending.
	 Traveling	 and	 spending	 time	 with	
people	 from	 different	 countries	 is	 one	
of	 the	 greatest	 experiences	 a	 teenager	

can	have.		It	broadens	their	horizons	and	
enables	them	to	develop	not	only	a	toler-
ance,	but	also	a	meaningful	appreciation	
for	other	cultures.	When	traveling,	teen-
agers	are	exposed	to	new	languages,	cul-
tural	traits	that	they	might	not	have	even	
heard	of	before,	and	many	valuable	pieces	
of	 knowledge	 about	 foreign	 countries.	
With	 the	 wonderful	 numerous	 benefits	
of	 studying	 abroad,	 schools,	 including	
Ventura	 High	 School,	 are	 now	 offering	
more	opportunities	than	ever	to	visit	for-
eign	countries.
	 Ventura	High	School	currently	offers	
four	foreign	languages	to	their	students.	
These	 languages	 consist	 of	 French,	 Ital-
ian,	 German,	 Spanish,	 and	 the	 addition	
of	 Mandarin	 Chinese	 next	 year.	 Each	
individual	 language	 often	 participates	
in	 traveling	 programs	 with	 the	 country	
that	speaks	their	dialect.	These	programs	
range	from	exchange	programs	to	simple	
class	tours.	
	 	 This	 school	 year,	 Ventura	 High	 has	
already	participated	in	two	exchange	pro-
grams	with	GAAP,	a	study	abroad	organi-
zation	in	Germany.	GAPP	is	an	acronym	
that	 stands	 for	 German	 American	 Part-
nership	 Program.	 The	 main	 priority	 of	
GAPP	is	to	have	both	the	American	and	
German	 exchange	 students	 get	 a	 feel	 of	
what	each	others	classroom	and	everyday	
lives	are	 like.	This	 is	done	by	having	the	
exchange	students	live	with	a	host	family	
during	their	stay	in	the	foreign	country,	
and	attending	school	there.	
	 Ventura	 High	 is	 also	 involved	 in	
other	 exchange	 programs	 besides	 ones	
with	Germany.	Recently,	a	trip	for	those	
students	 who	 are	 in	 Spanish	 has	 been	
planned	 with	 the	 help	 of	 a	 teacher	 at	
the	 school,	 Mrs.	 Reynosa.	 The	 tour	 was	
planned	to	visit	Costa	Rica.	
	 Lastly,	 the	 high	 school	 also	 periodi-
cally	 partakes	 in	 studying	 abroad	 trips	
to	 Europe	 with	 Mr.	 De	 Clerck.	 Every	
trip,	 the	 students	 attending	 visit	 mul-
tiple	 countries	 strewn	 throughout	 Eu-
rope.	Student’s	and	teacher	trip	leaders/
chaperones	almost	always	stay	in	hotels.	
During	these	trips,	numerous	important	
cultural	 destinations	 within	 each	 coun-
try	are	visited,	such	as:	museums,	statues,	
and	historical	landmarks.	
	 Due	to	the	fact	that	the	study	of	for-
eign	languages	with	students	in	America	
is	becoming	increasingly	popular,	study-
ing	abroad	has	also	managed	to	become	
more	 available	 to	 children	 in	 schools.	
Although	 the	 prices	 of	 international	
trips	may	not	be	considered	cheap,	 they	
are	considerably	less	than	if	you	were	to	
travel	to	a	foreign	country	independently.	
Also,	many	large	studying	abroad	organi-
zations	 now	 offer	 financial	 aid	 to	 those	
who	qualify.		
	 If	you	or	a	 family	member	are	 inter-
ested	in	the	studying	abroad	opportuni-
ties	 that	 your	 school	 has,	 contact	 your	
foreign	 language	 teacher.	 They	 will	 be	
able	 to	give	you	reliable	 information	on	
any	 upcoming	 trips	 that	 will	 travel	 to	
your	country	of	choice	in	the	future.	

A	Better	Future”	addressing	why	she	was	
interested	in	pursuing	a	career	in	educa-
tion.	The	essay	was	forwarded	to	the	na-
tional	PDK	scholarship	awards.
	 Additionally,	 the	 chapter	 recognized	
the	 following	 outstanding	 individuals	
with	 Kappan	 Achievement	 Awards	 for	
their	contributions	to	public	education:
Joanne	Wakelee	–	Teacher	of	the	Year
Kathy	Asher	–	Educational	Leadership
Francisco	Garcia	–	Educational	Achieve-
ment
Lisa	Edwards	–	Educator	of	the	Year
Brian	McDonald	–	Community	Partner-
ship
	 Phi	Delta	Kappa	International	is	the	
premier	professional	association	for	edu-
cators.	 For	 more	 than	 100	 years,	 it	 has	
focused	its	work	on	the	tenets	of	service,	
research,	and	leadership.
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“Ventura 
County’s only 
Education 
Credit Union”
County Schools 
Federal Credit 
Union (CSFCU)
by Julie D. McCampbell

	 Since	January	1960,	CSFCU	has	been	
chartered	 by	 the	 National	 Credit	 Union	
Administration	(NCUA)	to	provide	finan-
cial	 services	 to	 the	 faculty,	 staff,	 students,	
and	their	immediate	family	members	from	
all	 public	 and	 private	 schools	 in	 Ventura	
County.	Their	members	own	CSFCU. 
	 As	an	independent,	non-profit	financial	
institution,	 they	 provide	 financial	 services	
to	their	members	at	the	lowest	possible	cost.	
All	earnings	are	returned	to	their	members	
in	 the	 form	 of	 higher	 savings	 rates,	 lower	
loan	rates,	and	increased	quality	service.
	 “We	are	about	giving	back	to	the	com-
munity,”	said	Michael	Fraschilla,	(Vice	Pre-
sident	of	Lending	&	Business	Development	
of	 County	 Schools	 Federal	 Credit	 Union).		
“I	have	been	with	CSFCU	for	6	years,	prior	
to	that	I	was	involved	in	credit	unions	for	
about	15	years.	I	like	coming	to	work	every-
day.		It	is	a	pleasure	knowing	how	much	we	
make	a	difference.”	
	 Services	offered:	Checking	and	Savings	
Accounts,	Student	Loans,	Home	Mortgage	
&	Equity	Loans,	Roth	and	Education	IRA’s,	
Travelers	Checks	&	Cards,	Share	Certifica-
tes,	 Education	 Reward	 Savings,	 and	 Free	
On-Line	Banking	&	Bill	Pay,	just	to	name	a	
few.
	 Both	Michael,	and	Ashley	Mehle,	 (Ad-
ministrative	Assistant,	HR,	Marketing	Dire-
ctor),	shared	with	me	about	CSFCU,	where	
their	 exceptional	 customer	 service	 makes	
them	stand	out.		As	they	have	grown,	they	
have	not	forgotten	their	members.	They	of-
fer	fast,	friendly	service;	the	kind	of	service	
you	expect	from	a	financial	institution.	
	 	“Much	of	our	services	can	be	seen	on	
our	website	of	www.csfcu.org.		We	have	been	
a	part	of	and	sponsored:	Literary	Programs,	
Adopt	a	School,	Academic	Decathlon,	Sci-
ence	 Fair,	 Spelling	 Bee	 events	 and	 saving	
with	Mandy	Randy’s,	which	exploded.		We	
are	doing	very	well,	and	we	are	growing.		We	
currently	 have	 more	 than	 7,000	 members	
throughout	 Ventura	 County.”	 Ashley	 has	
been	 employed	 by	 CSFCU	 for	 6	 years	 as	
well,	 and	 knows	 the	 company	 inside	 and	
out.		She	began	as	a	part	time	office	admi-
nistrator	while	attending	school,	and	enjoys	
being	employed	by	a	company	that	makes	a	
difference.
	 Michael	 continues,	 “Robert	 Emerick,	
our	 President/CEO,	 has	 worked	 hard	 for	
our	 community	 and	 believes	 ‘supporting	
education	is	just	good	business’.		Our	futu-
re	is	our	students.”
	 They	are	small	enough	to	know	you	by	
name,	yet	 large	enough	to	offer	a	full	spe-
ctrum	of	financial	services.	“Our	team	is	all	
of	a	well	trained	staff.		Our	customer	service	
is	of	the	utmost	importance.	County	Scho-
ols	 FCU	 has	 helped	 our	 members	 achieve	
their	financial	goals.		I	enjoy	my	job	immen-
sely.”	Michael	conveyed.		
	 The	 board	 members	 are	 from	 all	 over	
the	Ventura	County	area.		Each	one	has	ye-
ars	of	educational	knowledge,	and	experien-
ce	in	financing.		Each	have	very	impressive	
backgrounds	 and	 many	 have	 been	 aboard	
since	 1996.	 	 Barbara	 Vollmert,	 Greg	 Bird,	
Steve	Maline,	Stan	Mantooth,	Nicole	Corte,	

and	Francine	Torrigiani.		Each	one	believes	
in	a	better	future,	for	our	children.	
	 County	Schools	FCU	is	open	to	all	fa-
culty,	staff,	and	students,	attending	or	wor-
king	at	any	Ventura	County	school,	along	
with	 their	 immediate	 family	 members.	 In	
addition,	 there	 are	 also	 numerous	 spon-
sored	 businesses,	 organizations	 and	 medi-
cal	 facilities	 eligible	 throughout	 Ventura	
County.	Sponsored	businesses	and	organi-
zations	are	designated	as	“Special	Employee	
Groups”	 (SEG’s)	 and	 are	 recognized	 sup-
porters	of	credit	union	staff,	membership,	
or	education	in	Ventura	County.	To	find	out	
how	your	company	can	begin	offering	cre-
dit	union	services	to	your	employees,	call	at		
644-4657.		CSFCU	is	located	at	4591	Market	
Street	 in	Ventura.	 	Website:	www.csfcu.org	

Why Slow? Why 
Money and Why 
Fast?
by “Coach” Ron Tunick

	 The	speed	of	life	is	so	fast,	you	won-
der	why	our	country	is	in	the	shape	it	is	
in.	People	are	not	happy,	people	are	frus-
trated	and	most	of	all	most	people	are	very	
skeptical	about	everything.	Multi	Tasking	is	
admired,	why?
	 In	my	first	book	“The	Thinking	Room”	
I	talk	about	pacing	and	taking	time	off	to	
think.	This	book	is	about	a	brand	new	ap-
proach	 to	 living	 your	 life.	 I	 know	 it	 works	
because	I	have	personally	applied	the	prin-
ciples	of	Slow	Money	Fast.
	 Why	Slow?	Why	Money	and	Why	Fast?
	 Going	 Slow	 allows	 you	 to	 do	 things	
right	the	first	time.	Going	Slow	allows	you	
to	 build	 lasting	 relationships	 and	 going	
Slow	allows	the	Universe	to	find	you	and	re-
ward	you.
	 Money	is	what	most	people	want	a	lot	
of.	Having	enough	money	to	pay	your	bills	
and	 the	 ability	 to	 save	 and	 invest	 will	 not	
make	you	happy.	Money	gives	you	freedom,	
options	and	the	opportunity	to	be	indepen-
dent.	
	 I	have	spent	a	lifetime	studying	human	
nature.	In	my	business	as	a	merchant	proces-
sor	I’ve	talked	to	hundreds	and	hundreds	of	
business	people	over	 the	years.	 I	have	 seen	
how	the	big	guys	do	 it	and	how	the	mom	
and	pops	struggle.
	 Maybe,	just	maybe	some	of	my	ideas	and	
observations	might	help	you	get	into	a	great	
groove	in	life.	It	is	fun	to	be	successful	and	not	
have	to	worry	about	paying	your	bills.
	 I	 started	 with	 nothing	 and	 have	 built	
a	great	life	because	I	worked	hard	to	find	a	
solid	 philosophy	 that	 would	 work	 for	 me	
and	my	family.	Most	of	my	life	I	chased	ev-
erything.	I	chased	money,	I	chased	relation-
ships	and	I	chased	happiness.
	 I	can	share	with	you,	chasing	does	not	
work.	When	you	are	ready	and	prepared	for	
success,	money	and	happiness	finds	you.	
	 Stop,	Stop,	Stop	no	more	multi	tasking.	
It	is	not	healthy.	You	already	know	that.	If	
you	always	feel	a	little	rushed,	anxiety	creeps	
into	 your	 life	 and	 you	 become	 frantic.	 Are	
you	frantic?
	 We	have	all	been	there.	What	happened?	
It	is	called	technology	and	we	are	all	trying	to	
keep	up.	Forget.	Forget	about	it.	One	thing	
at	a	time.	Try	it.
	 Here	is	the	deal.	Control.	When	you	go	
so	fast	and	are	always	multi	tasking	you	are	
out	 of	 control.	 Other	 things	 are	 more	 im-
portant	than	you.	Your	ability	to	think,	to	
explore	and	to	study	goes	out	the	window.
	 Think	you	can	talk	on	the	phone,	read	
your	email,	text,	sip	your	coffee,	and	carry	on	
a	conversation?	A	Stanford	University	study	
says	you	will	pay	a	mental	price.	Your	brain	
may	be	in	trouble.	

	 Recently	David	Mock,	General	
Manager	 for	 Yolandas	 Mexican	
Cafes,	was	a	guest	on	the	Ventura	
Breeze	 portion	 of	 the	 Coach	 Ron	
Tunick	 radio	 show	 on	 local	 ra-
dio	 station	 AM1400KKZZ.	 He	 is		
shown	here	with	 the	“Coach”	and	
publisher	Sheldon.	
	 There	are	4	Yolandas	locations-
Oxnard,	 Camarillo,	 Simi	 Valley	
and	 Ventura.	 Visit	 www.yolandas-
mexicancafe.com	 for	 exact	 loca-
tions	and	other	good	stuff.

Girl	Scout	Troop	60515	go	behind	the	scenes	of	Ventura	IN-N-OUT	to	learn	how	an	
efficient	business	model	works	and	to	sample	a	few	yummy	burgers
Photo	by	Marie	Gregorio-Oviedo.

Sephora store 
opens in Mall 
on May 21 
	 Calling	all	Ventura	makeup	mavens,	
fragrance	 fanatics,	 skincare	 enthusiasts	
and	 beauty	 addicts!	 Sephora,	 the	 ultimate	
beauty	playground,	is	opening	its	doors	at	
Pacific	View	Mall	on	May	21.		And	what’s	
even	more	beautiful?		The	first	100	beau-
ties	to	show	up	at	the	grand	opening	will	
dip	into	their	stash	of	Sephora	gift	cards	
with	 mystery	 values	 worth	 up	 to	 $100!		
Now	 that’s	 a	 pretty	 good	 reason	 to	 start	
shopping!
	 The	 new	 5,450	 square	 foot	 Sephora	
store	in	Ventura	is	a	virtual	paradise	of	end-
less	beauty	options	with	over	13,000	prod-
ucts	 from	 more	 than	 200	 brands,	 includ-
ing	 Sephora’s	 own	 collection	 of	 makeup,	
skincare,	tools,	accessories	and	bath	&	body	
products.	

VPD honers
Continued	from	page	7
2005.		McCarthy	is	an	ideal	dispatcher:	
knowledgeable,	 calm,	 collected,	 profes-
sional,	and	her	ability	to	provide	as	much	
information	 as	 possible	 for	 responding	
officers.	
	 Paul	Magie,	one	of	VPD’s	forty	“Volun-

teers	 In	 Policing”	 members,	 was	 chosen	 as	
Volunteer	of	the	Year.	Magie	has	been	volun-
teering	with	VPD	since	2006	and	has	given	
over	1,200	hours	of	service.	
	 VPD’s	“Right	Stuff”	Award	was	present-
ed	to	Officer	Josh	Young.		The	award	honors	
a	VPD	employee	for	performing	a	selfless	act	
for	the	city.		On	April	4,	Young	was	the	first	
responder	 to	a	 residential	fire.	 	He	entered	
the	 smoke	 filled	 home	 and	 escorted	 three	
residents	and	their	pets	to	safety.				
	 The	Chief’s	Award	recognizes	individu-
als	 for	 superior	 service	 to	 VPD.	 	 On	 April	
10,	 the first	 annual	 Ventura	 Police	 Activi-
ties	 League	 (PAL)	 Charity	 Football	 Bowl	
took	 place	 in	 support	 of	 local	 youth	 pro-
grams.			Sergeant	Brian	Hewlett,	Corporal	
Jon	Castellanos,	Acting	Corporal	Anthony	
Morales,	Officer	Michael	Gens,	and	City	of	
Ventura	 Graphics	 Specialist	 Karen	 Moser	
were	honored	for	their	hard	work	in	coor-
dinating	the	event.			
	 The	 Recognition	 Committee	 Award	
was	presented	to	Commander	John	Garner	
who	will	be	retiring	in	June	from	the	VPD	
after	nearly	thirty	years	of	service.		
	 The	 Certificate	 of	 Excellence	 is	 given	
to	City/Department	employees,	or	private	
citizens,	for	exceptional	service	which	ben-
efits	the	VPD.	The	certificate	was	awarded	
to	a	resident,	Steve	Carrasco,	when	he	wit-
nessed	 a	 horrific	 assault	 he	 quickly	 called	
911	which	led	to	the	suspects	being	appre-
hended.
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Officer	 Jack	 Ortega	 and	 Artus	 protecting	 our	
community

Ventura Police 
Officer Jack 
Ortega and K9 
Partner Artus 
place second 
in 23rd annual 
Redondo Beach 
Police K9 
Competition

On	 Saturday	 May	 8	 Ventura	 Police	
Department	Officer	Jack	Ortega	and	his	
K9	 Partner	 Artus	 (pronounced	 ar-toos)	
participated	in	the	23rd	Annual	Redondo	
Beach	Police	K9	Competition	in	Redondo	
Beach.		We	are	pleased	to	announce	that	

Judgment and 
injunction 
results in land 
donation to the 
Ventura 
Hillsides 
Conservancy
	 District	 Attorney	 Gregory	 D.	 Totten	
has	announced	that	on	April	28	his	Fish	
and	 Game	 Prosecution	 Unit	 obtained	 a	
Final	 Judgment	 and	 Permanent	 Injunc-
tion	 in	 a	 civil	 environmental	 protection	
case	 against	 Shull	 Bonsall,	 Jr.,	 an	 indi-
vidual	doing	business	as	Rancho	Canada	
Larga.	 Shull	 Bonsall,	 Jr.,	 is	 the	 Trustee	
of	the	Shull	Bonsall	Family	Trust	which	
owns	property	in	and	along	the	Canada	
Larga	Creek	in	the	County	of	Ventura	.	
	 The	case	was	based	upon	an	investi-
gation	 conducted	 by	 the	 California	 De-
partment	 of	 Fish	 and	 Game.	 The	 civil	
complaint	filed	by	the	District	Attorney	
alleged	 that	 defendant	 engaged	 in	 un-
lawful	 streambed	 alteration	 activities	
without	 a	 streambed	 alteration	 agree-
ment	from	the	Department	of	Fish	and	
Game	 in	 violation	 of	 Fish	 and	 Game	
Code	 section	 1602.	 Specifically,	 the	
complaint	 alleged	 that	 the	 defendant	
cleared	 vegetation	 from	 and	 graded	 in	
along	an	unnamed	tributary	to	Canada	
Larga	Creek.	
	 Without	admitting	any	wrongdoing,	
the	 defendant	 agreed	 to	 a	 Final	 Judg-
ment	 and	 Permanent	 Injunction	 which	
enjoins	him	from	committing	future	vi-
olations	of	Fish	and	Game	Code	section	
1602.	In	lieu	of	paying	civil	penalties,	the	
defendant	 has	 entered	 into	 a	 real	 prop-
erty	 donation	 agreement	 requiring	 him	
to	donate	a	specific	conservation	subdivi-
sion	parcel	in	and	along	the	Ventura	Riv-
er	 to	 the	 Ventura	 Hillsides	 Conservancy	
(VHC).	 The	 property	 is	 currently	 being	
processed	by	the	County	of	Ventura	as	a	
conservation	subdivision	parcel	and	shall	
be	appraised	by	a	certified	appraiser	as	to	
fair	 market	 value.	 In	 the	 event	 that	 the	
parcel	 is	 appraised	 at	 less	 than	 $25,000,	
defendant	shall	donate	the	deficiency	to	
the	Ventura	Hillsides	Conservancy	.	
	 The	Ventura	Hillsides	Conservancy	is	
dedicated	to	permanently	preserving	the	
hillsides,	rivers,	canyons	and	open	space	
that	contribute	to	the	unique	character	
and	natural	environment	of	the	Ventura	
region.	 VHC	 works	 with	 landowners	 to	
help	 identify	 a	 property’s	 conservation	
value.	 Landowners	 can	 then	 work	 with	
the	 VHC	 to	 evaluate	 conservation	 sce-
narios	 and	 potential	 incentives	 that	 fit	
the	property	and	the	family’s	needs.	Fur-
ther	information	about	the	Conservancy	
is	available	on	the	web	site	at	www.ven-
turahillsides.org	or	by	calling	643-8044.

Show Time
the	 team	 achieved	 a	 second-place	 finish	
in	the	“novice”	category	of	the	competi-
tion.	
	 The	 daylong	 trial	 was	 comprised	 of	
several	events	that	replicated	various	sce-
narios	 a	 Police	 K9	 may	 encounter	 while	
working	 patrol.	 Specifically	 the	 compe-
tition	 tested	 the	 K9	 teams’	 abilities	 in	
building	 and	 area	 searches,	 obedience,	
obstacles,	and	protection.	Officer	Ortega	
and	Artus	competed	against	ten	other	K9	
Teams	from	throughout	Los	Angeles	and	
Orange	Counties.	
	 Artus	is	a	4	½	year	old	German	Shep-
herd		who	was	born	in	Germany.		Like	all	
of	 our	 department’s	 canines	 (of	 which	
there	are	four)	Artus’	purchase	and	train-
ing	were	only	made	possible	through	the	
generosity	 of	 the	 National	 Police	 Dog	
Foundation	 and	 community	 donations.		
On	average	the	cost	for	a	canine	is	$6,000	
-	$7,000,	with	an	additional	$8,000-9,000	
needed	for	training	and	certification.			
	 Officer	 Ortega	 and	 Artus	 have	 been	
partners	 since	 January	 2009.	 Officer	
Ortega	 is	 VPD’s	 most	 senior	 K9	 Officer	
and	 was	 previously	 partnered	 with	 K9	
Felix	who	retired	in	January	of	2009	after	
eight	years	of	dedicated	service.		
	 The	 VPD	 finds	 competitions	 such	
as	 the	 Redondo	 Beach	 Canine	 Trial	 im-
mensely	 valuable.	 The	 competitive	 envi-
ronment	and	non-routine	format	of	com-
petitions	like	these	allow	the	K9	teams	to	
problem	solve	in	a	new	environment	and	
help	enhance	the	overall	performance	for	
our	teams	when	faced	with	similar	situa-
tions	while	on	patrol.:

Scamp:
	 I’m	sure	that	I	could	be	a	police	dog	as	long	
as	I	don’t	need	to	jump,	run	or	be	brave,	but	I	
could	write	the	reports.

Review of 
Touch	the	Sound
by Tim Pompey

Starring	Evelyn	Glennie,	Fred	Frith

★ ★ ★ ★

First	Wednesdays	@	The	WĀV
Wednesday,	June	2,	7	PM

	 We’re	not	used	to	listening	with	any-
thing	 except	 our	 ears,	 and,	 even	 then,	
most	 noises	 are	 so	 familiar	 and	 routine
that	quite	often	what	we	hear	no	longer	
matters.	 In	 a	 sense,	 this	 leaves	 us	 emo-
tionally	 and	 spiritually	 deaf.	 This	 docu-
mentary	teaches	us	that	sound	and	music	
is	 more	 than	 mere	 vibration,	 more	 than	
what	we	discern	with	hearing.	
	 Grammy	winning	percussionist	Ev-
elyn	 Glennie	 takes	 the	 viewer	 on	 a	 re-
markable	 journey	 into	 her	 own	 world	
of	 sound.	 Glennie,	 severely	 hearing	
impaired,	 is	 nevertheless	 remarkably	
intuitive	about	what	music	does	to	the	
body	and	where	 it	originates	 from.	As	
she	contends,	music	is	more	than	hear-
ing	notes.	It’s	about	listening	with	the	
whole	 body,	 right	 down	 to	 the	 bare	
soles	 of	 her	 feet.	 Music	 comes	 from	
deep	 inside	 and	 resonates	 directly	
through	her	instruments.
	 The	 documentary	 reflects	 this	 vi-
sion.	 Director	 Thomas	 Riedelsheimer	
takes	 his	 camera	 and	 augments	 Glen-
nie’s	percussive	rhythms	with	remark-
able	 photogenic	 visions	 of	 both	 city	
and	natural	landscapes.	His	own	intu-
ition	 as	 a	 director	 and	 photographer	
matches	 her	 step	 for	 step,	 creating	 a	
remarkably	 complex	 film,	 not	 only	
about	 music,	 but	 the	 sensory	 spirit	
and	soul	behind	 it.	What	we	hear	and	
see,	 commonly	 interpreted	 as	 noise	
and	 routine	 movement,	 is	 to	 Glennie	
and	Riedelsheimer	the	profound	trans-
formation	of	life	into	art.
	 What	 emanates	 from	 this	 film	
is	 the	 high	 expression	 of	 music	 us-
ing	 everything	 from	 basic	 pipes	 and	
aluminum	 siding	 to	 conga	 and	 taiko	
drums.	She	plays	in	a	variety	of	locales:	
in	 the	 middle	 of	 New	 York’s	 Central	
Station,	 in	 an	 abandoned	 warehouse	
in	 Cologne,	 Germany,	 at	 a	 studio	 near	
the	 foot	of	Mt.	Fuji,	on	the	beaches	of	
Santa	Cruz,	plus	many	other	points	 in	
between.	As	she	plays,	she	explains	her	
music	philosophy	and	tries	to	invite	the	
viewer	to	get	deep	inside	her	head.	Her	
mind	 is	 bright,	 her	 thoughts	 convinc-
ing.	Most	of	all,	when	she	plays	you	get	
a	 sense	 of	 how	 deeply	 the	 music	 flows	
from	her	body.	She	plays,	not	just	with	
her	hands,	but	her	whole	being.
	 This	is	one	of	those	rare	documen-
taries	 that	 really	 deserves	 to	 be	 seen	
on	the	big	screen.	From	music	to	pho-
tography,	it’s	a	sensory	experience	that	
shouldn’t	be	missed.	If	you	love	art	or	
music,	 you	 should	 consider	 this	 film	
a	 must	 see.	 Take	 a	 Wednesday	 night	
off,	 shuffle	 the	 kids	 to	 their	 favorite	
friends,	get	out	of	the	house,	and	come	
down	to	the	WĀV	to	“experience”	this	
remarkable	 documentary.	 You’ll	 go	
home	 wondering	 how	 you	 could	 have	
mistaken	all	those	sounds	you	routine-
ly	write	off	as	noise.	Glennie’s	musical	
partner,	 Fred	 Frith,	 says	 it	 best	 when	
he	talks	about	what’s	behind	their	mu-
sic.	 “It’s	 all	 about	 listening,”	 he	 says.		
He’s	 right.	 	 You	 shouldn’t	 just	 watch	
this	 film.	 You	 should	 listen	 carefully.	
All	those	clangs	and	bangs	around	you.	
In	the	hands	of	Glennie	and	comrades,	
that’s	music.

More News and Notes

Refuse 
collection 
delayed one day
	 In	 observance	 of	 the	 Memorial	 Day	
holiday,	 employees	 of	 Harrison	 Indus-
tries	will	be	 taking	the	day	off	on	Mon-
day,	 May	 31.	 As	 a	 result,	 Harrison	 will	
collect	trash	and	recycling	or	green	waste	
one	day	later	than	usual	during	the	week	
of	May	31-June	5.	
	 The	regular	schedule	will	resume	the	
following	week.
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The Lighter Breeze

Solutions	on	page	15

Solutions	on	page	15

Crock

Rex Babin

Out on a Limb

Mother Goose and Grimm

Moose and Molly

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You
might not like some people’s idea of a
surprise. But you could be in for a
pleasant shock when someone finally
sends a reply to a request you made so
long ago that you almost forgot about it.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) It’s a
time to expect the unexpected. So don’t
be surprised if a decision that just
recently seemed final suddenly opens
up and leaves you with another chance
to make an important choice.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Taking
a different tack on a work project might
rankle some colleagues. But the posi-
tive results of your innovative course
soon speak for themselves. Celebrate
with a fun-filled weekend.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Meet-
ing new associates can be awkward,
even if you’re in a high positive phase
right now. Best advice: Make them feel
comfortable, and you’ll soon forget
your own discomfort.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) It’s a
good time for you social Lions to blow-
dry your manes, polish your claws and
look like the Fabulous Felines you are
as you make new friends and influence
the influential.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22)
Expectations run especially high this
week, and you should feel confident in
your abilities to take advantage of what
might be offered. A colleague has some
advice you might find helpful.

LIBRA (September 23 to October
22) A recent flurry of activity leaves
you in need of a little breathing space,
and you’d be wise to take it. Close fam-
ily members should have an explana-
tion about an emergency situation that
just passed.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November
21) An insensitive act makes a difficult
situation more so. But try not to waste
either your physical or emotional ener-
gies in anger. Move on and let others fill
the clod in on the facts of life.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) It’s a good time to look
into that training program or college
course you’ve been considering. You
might have a good place to use those
sharpened skills sooner rather than lat-
er.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to Jan-
uary 19) Education dominates much of
your aspect during this week. You
might want to start checking out those
summer session courses that could help
advance your career plans.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February
18) Progress often comes in fits and
starts. But at least you’re moving
straight ahead with no backsliding. You
should soon be able to pick up the pace
and reach your goals in due time.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20)
Be wary of a deal that gives confusing
answers to your questions. Remember:
It’s always risky swimming in
unknown waters, so you need all the
help you can get to stay on course.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a
way of bringing people together and
creating close friendships wherever
you go.

© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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• On May 28, 1754, George Wash-
ington, a young lieutenant colonel in
the British Army and future president
of the United States, leads an attack on
French forces at Jumonville Glen in
western Pennsylvania. The battle is
later credited with being the opening
salvo in the French and Indian War
(1754 to 1763). It was Washington’s
first time in combat.

• On May 26, 1897, the first copies
of the classic vampire novel “Dracu-
la,” by Irish writer Bram Stoker,
appear in London bookshops. In 1890,
Stoker published his first novel, “The
Snake’s Pass.” Stoker would go on to
publish 17 novels in all, but it was
“Dracula” that eventually earned him
literary fame.

• On May 29, 1922, the United States
Supreme Court rules that organized
baseball did not violate antitrust laws
as alleged by the Baltimore franchise
of the defunct Federal League in 1915.
The Supreme Court held that orga-
nized baseball is not a business, but a
sport, in spite of the fact that its clubs
and players crossed state lines in order
to play.

• On May 25, 1935, at Forbes Field
in Pittsburgh, Babe Ruth hits his 714th
home run, a record for career home
runs that would stand for almost 40
years.

• On May 30, 1963, a New Jersey
teenager named Lesley Gore makes
her first appearance on “American
Bandstand,” singing her hit-to-be “It’s
My Party”. Lesley Gore (née Lesley
Sue Goldstein) was just a few weeks
past her own 17th birthday when she
performed one of the greatest teen-
drama songs of all time.

• On May 27, 1972, Soviet President
Leonid Brezhnev and U.S. President
Richard Nixon, meeting in Moscow,
sign the Strategic Arms Limitation
Talks (SALT) agreements. At the time,
these agreements were the most far-
reaching attempts ever to control
nuclear weapons.

• On May 24, 1991, the critically
acclaimed road movie “Thelma and
Louise” debuts in theaters, stunning
audiences with a climactic scene in
which its two heroines drive off a cliff
into the Grand Canyon in a vintage
1966 green Ford Thunderbird con-
vertible. 

© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Ventura 
County Fairgrounds 

Swap Meet
Every Wednesday

7am to 2pm
Free Parking and Admission

Antiques • Collectibles 
Farmers’ Market

 Vendor Space Available
For Information call Sue Adams

818.590.5435
10 West Harbor Boulevard

www.snaauctions.com
Planning An Estate Sale?  

Call Sue Adams for a Free Consultation.

Power Steering 
Flush $50.00

Fluid included.

Brake Fluid 
Flush $50.00

Fluid included.

Clean Injectors 
$79.95

Chemicals included, 
fuel fi lter additional.

Ventura Automotive 
Complete Auto, Truck Repair and Service

Open Seven days 8am to 7pm
and Sundays too!

500 N. Ventura Avenue, Ventura
648.5262/218.9846
vtaautorepair.com

Air Conditioning 
Special
$29.95 

plus Freon
We certify diesel trucks.

Emergency Service 
24/7

657.8341   866.304.2957

$39.95
Smog Check, Certifi cate Extra

(Most Vehicles)
In & Out Quickly!

Must present Coupon Expires 6/30/10

Clean Injectors 

Open Seven days 8am to 7pm

Oil Change 
$29.95

Filter, oil included.

 Susan Lang wouldn’t dream of going on vacation 

without bringing a copy of the Ventura Breeze..

 Here she is in the Philippines taking a break 

from the day’s activities and catching up on what is 

going on in Ventura.

 She could have also gone to www.venturabreeze.

com to read the latest, and previous copies of the 

Breeze.

Anacapa Middle 
School 
Rummage Sale	

	 Anacapa	Middle	School	PTO	will	be	
holding	a	rummage	sale	on	Saturday	May	
22	from	7	a.m.	until	11	a.m.	in	the	school	
parking	lot	located	at	100	N.	Mills	Rd.	at	
Telegraph	 Rd.	 Proceeds	 of	 the	 rummage	
sale	will	be	used	for	academic	enrichment,	
student	 incentives	and	other	educational	
purposes.	 Community	 support	 of	 this	
event	would	be	greatly	appreciated.

Buena Jazz
Continued	from	page	14
students	 started	 school	 each	 day	 much	
earlier	 than	 most	 other	 students.	 They	
call	it	“Period	0.”	
	 The	 Ventura	 Elks	 raised	 money	 for	
their	 Scholarship	 Fund	 that	 provides	
awards	 to	 six	 local	 high	 school	 seniors	
each	 year.	 These	 local	 students	 then	 ad-
vance	to	the	District,	and	potentially	State	
and	National	contest	levels.		This	year	the	
Elks	 National	 Foundation	 is	 awarding	
over	two-million	dollars	in	four	year	schol-
arships	to	the	top	500	high	school	senior	
applicants	in	the	United	States.		
	 The	music	students,	the	Buena	Music	
Association	 Board	 and	 volunteer	 parents	
in	the	Music	Department	combined	with	
their	partners,	 sponsors	and	 the	Ventura	
Elks	Scholarship	Committee	who	took	on	
all	of	the	tasks	to	conduct	the	event.		
	 They	are	most	grateful	for	the	gener-

osity	 shown	 by	 the	 sponsors.	 	 They	 sin-
cerely	want	to	thank	these	individuals	and	
businesses	 for	 their	 participation.	 	 With	
everyone’s	help,	something	special	indeed	
did	happen.		
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Health

You deserve affordable health  insurance!  

You deserve Vitality! You deserve Vitality! 

800.607.1950          CA Insurance Lic.  0G76404                           

Mary	Schmitz		will	be	developing	the	long-term	
fundraising	capability	of	CMHS.

CMHS hires 
new Director of 
Development
	 Community	 Memorial	 Health	 Sys-
tem	 has	 hired	 Mary	 F.	 Schmitz,	 R.N.,	
Ph.D.,	 as	 its	 new	 Director	 of	 Develop-
ment.
	 Schmitz	 joins	 CMHS	 after	 serving	
the	 past	 seven	 years	 as	 president	 and	
chief	executive	officer	of	the	Los	Angeles	
Orthopaedic	Hospital	Foundation.		Mary	
led	the	hospital	foundation’s	fundraising	
efforts,	resulting	in	$45	million	in	dona-
tions	from	2003	to	2009.		
	 Schmitz	 has	 been	 in	 the	 healthcare	
field	 for	 over	 35	 years,	 including	 nine	
years	as	an	independent	consultant	with	
national	 and	 international	 clients.	 	 She	

CMHS to hold 
free 
Cardiovascular 
Health Fair	

	 Stroke	 screenings,	 heart	 rhythm	
checks,	non-invasive	blood	pressure	mea-
surements,	 non-fasting	 total	 cholesterol	
and	glucose,	diabetes	information,	and	a	
cardiopulmonary	 resuscitation	 demon-
stration	will	be	featured	at	the	Commu-

Turning	Point	
benefit	at	Bell	
Arts
	 On	 Saturday	 May	 22,	 at	 7:30pm	 a	
benefit	 for	 the	 Turning	 Point	 Founda-
tion	featuring	the	singing	group	Madri-
gali,	singer/song	writer	Adena	Atkins	and	
Phil	Taggart’s	poem/	video	presentation	
“Rick	Sings”	will	be	presented	in	the	Bell	
Arts	 Factory	 Community	 Room	 located	
at	432	N.	Ventura	Ave.
	 It	will	be	 sponsored	by	 the	Bell	Arts	
Factory	and	the	Ventura	Film	Society	and	
hosted	by	Friday	Lubina.
	 “Rick	Sings”	by	Phil	Taggart	is	a	vid-
eo/poetry	 study	 of	 his	 mentally-ill	 bor-
derline-homeless	brother.		
The	 video/poem	 is	 to	 put-a-face-on	 and	
humanize	the	homeless/mentally	ill.		
	 The	 Madrigali	 Renaissance	 Voices	
have	been	entertaining	folks	since	1989.		
Jaye	 Hersh	 came	 to	 Ojai	 from	 Lubbock	
Texas	 and	 founded	 the	 group	 when	 she	
became	 involved	 with	 the	 Ojai	 Shake-
speare	Festival.
	 Adena	Atkins	is	a	homegrown	singer/
songwriter	that	recently	graduated	from	
the	Berklee	College	of	Music	and	is	about	
to	embark	to	France.
	 The	 Turning	 Point	 Foundation	 was	
established	in	1988	and		serves	more	than	
500	clients	each	year	through	its	shelter,	
supported	 housing	 and	 rehabilitation	
programs,	Turning	Point	is	the	only	non-
profit	agency	in	Ventura	county	that	ad-
dresses	 the	 critical	 community	 support	
needs	of	mentally	ill	adults.

Is Water Just 
Water?
by Lynn B. Mikelatos

	 These	days,	there	is	a	lot	of	talk	about	
“Healthcare”,	but	you	rarely	see	the	word	
“Sickcare”.	 	However,	most	of	our	hard-
earned	money	is	spent	“after”	we	get	sick,	
and	treated	by	taking	a	drug	to	mask	the	
symptoms,	not	to	find	the	“root	cause	of	
the	illness	itself”.				
	 What	 if….by	 changing	 the	 water	 we
drink,	and	drinking	ample	amounts	of	it,	
we	could	actually	assist	our	body	in	heal-
ing	itself?		Now	that	would	be	big	news!!
In	April	of	2009,	I	discovered	the	benefits	
of	 alkaline,	 hydrating	 and	 detoxifying	
Kangen	 WaterTM	 and	 decided	 to	 make	
my	 husband	 my	 “guinea	 pig”.	 	 After	 six	
weeks	 his	 cholesterol	 levels	 dropped	
more	than	100	points	and	his	acid	reflux	
was	greatly	reduced.	We	were	both	feeling	
so	 much	 better	 overall	 so	 	 Makis	 and	 I	
purchased	an	Enagic	SD501	ionizer	ma-
chine.
	 In	June,	I	attended	a	Kangen	Seminar	
in	Anaheim,	where	I	was	surprised	to	see	
over	1,000	 in	attendance.	 	Presentations	
by	 a	 dozen	 or	 so	 leaders	 in	 the	 compa-
ny	 gave	 more	 insights	 on	 the	 quality	 of	
the	 company	 and	 the	 Kangen	 WaterTM	
machines.	 	 The	 founder,	 visionary	 and	
President	of	Enagic,	Mr.	Hironari	Oshiro	
spoke,	as	did	one	of	the	top	medical	advi-
sors,	Dr.	Hiromi	Shinya.		Dr.	Shinya,	au-
thor	of	The	Enzyme	Factor,	is	one	of	the	
inventors	 of	 the	 colonoscopy	 procedure	
and	the	doctor	 that	created	 the	“Shinya	
Method”	of	removing	polyps	in	the	colon	
without	stomach	surgery.		
	 I	continued	researching	the	company	
and	the	technology	for	myself.	I	was	ready	
to	share	the	water	with	more	friends	and	
family.		I	met	many	other	Kangen	Water-
TM	drinkers	who	shared	testimonials	of	
their	successes	 improving	psoriasis,	acid	
reflux,	insomnia,	diabetes,	and	joint	pain.
I	discovered	from	reading	Dr.	Dave	Car-
penter’s	 book,	 “Change	 Your	 Water	
Change	Your	Life”,	that	most	Americans	
are	in	a	state	of	dehydration	without	even	
knowing	it.		
	 When	 water is	 lacking,	 numerous	
functions	 begin	 to	 be	 curtailed.	 	 Head-
aches,	constipation,	brain	fog,	afternoon	
fatigue,	diabetes,	arthritis,	premature	ag-
ing	and	many	other	ailments	are	in	part	
the	result	of	drinking	too	little	water.			
In	Japanese,	the	word	Kangen	means	re-
turn	to	origin.	 	Dr.	Carpenter	continues	
by	 saying	 “Kangen	 Water	 is	 restorative	
water.	 	 It	 supports	 every	 modality	 I	 use	
in	my	practice	to	help	patients	return	to	
their	original	health.”	
In	 September,	 we	 purchased	 a	 second	
SD501	 Kangen	 machine	 for	 the	 Greek	
Restaurant	at	the	Harbor	and	serve	clean,	
refreshing	Kangen	WaterTM	to	our	cus-
tomers.	 	 I	 am	 extremely	 confident	 that	
this	 water	 is	 the	 best	 available	 and	 very	
important	to	maintain	good	health.
	 Water	is	not	just	water.			Enagic	is	the	
only	company	endorsed	by	 the	 Japanese	
Ministry	 of	 Health.	 	 When	 your	 good	
health	depends	on	it,	you	definitely	want	

the	best	water	ionizer	that	will	last	15-25	
years.		
	 Kangen	 WaterTM	 supports	 our	 im-
mune	system	and	creates	 the	proper	en-
vironment	for	good	health,	allowing	the	
body	to	heal	itself.		The	first	step	is	to	try	
it	for	yourself.		Take	the	21	day	Challenge	
–	free	water	for	21	days.		You	will	be	invit-
ed	to	attend	a	 live	demonstration	show-
ing	 how	 Kangen	 WaterTM	 compares	 to	
what	most	Americans	are	drinking	daily	
and	 you	 may	 also	 bring	 in	 a	 sample	 of	
your	regular	drinking	water	to	be	tested	
free.
	 Lynn	 Mikelatos	 is	 a	 manufacturer’s	
representative	 and	 molecular	 hydration	
specialist	with	Enagic	USA.	dba:	Kangen	
Hill	Ventura.		Contact	Information		Lyn-
nMikelatos@gmail.com	 or	 www.kangen-
hillventura.com			www.enagic.com	

nity	Memorial	Health	System	Cardiovas-
cular	Health	Fair	on	Saturday,	May	22.
	 The	free	informational	event	will	also	
feature	 expert	 speakers	 and	 heart-care	
seminars,	plus	“Ask	a	Nurse”	and	“Ask	a	
Pharmacist”	booths.	The	event	is	from	10	
a.m.	 to	2	p.m.	 in	Community	Memorial	
Hospital’s	 eighth-floor	 Nichols	 Audito-
rium.	
	 Those	 attending	 will	 learn	 how	 the	
cardiovascular	 system	 works	 and	 how	
the	ABCs	of	cardiovascular	health	affect	
them.	 In	 addition,	 attendees	 will	 learn	
how	 advertising	 may	 influence	 choices	
that	affect	cardiovascular	health.	
	 Other	 cardiovascular	 health	 topics	
to	be	covered	include	smoking	cessation,	
exercise,	 stress	 reduction,	 chiropractic	
care	 and	 mini-stress	 massages.	 Prizes,	
giveaways	 and	 free	 refreshments	 will	 be	
provided.
	 Community	 Memorial	 Hospital	 is	
located	at	147	N.	Brent	Street.	For	more	
information	or	to	register,	call	585-3055,	
or	visit	www.cmhshealth.org/rsvp.

also	has	authored	dozens	of	articles	for	a	
variety	of	healthcare	publications.
	 Schmitz	graduated	from	the	nursing	
program	from	Mount	St.	Mary’s	College	
in	 Los	 Angeles	 and	 earned	 her	 master’s	
degree	 in	 Community	 Health	 Nursing	
from	the	Arizona	State	University	School	
of	 Nursing.	 She	 also	 holds	 a	 doctorate	
degree	 from	the	UCLA	School	of	Public	
Health.

“Little Rascal” 
comes to 
Ventura - The 
gallon giver
by Peter Godinez 
Social	Media	Sales	Hero	

	 There	 is	 not	 a	 generation among	 us	
that	does	not	remember	“The	Little	Ras-
cal”	black	and	white	re-runs	on	TV.	 	Do	
you	 remember	 the	 characters	 Spanky,	
Buckwheat,	Alfalfa,	and	a	bulldog	named	
Petey.		Okay,	be	honest,	how	many	of	you	
had	 a	 crush	 on	 Darla	 Hood?	 	 Have	 you	
ever	heard	of	the	“Curse	of	The	Little	Ras-
cals?		Most	the	cast	lives	ended	young	and	
tragically.	 	 One	 remaining	 cast	 member	
has	 broken	 the	 curse	 and	 is	 making	 the
world	a	better	place	at	the	age	of	78.	
	 Today	 at	 10:30am	 	 a	 Little	 Rascal	
named	 Ernie	 Weckbaugh	 visited	 the	
United	
Blood	 Donor	 Services	 Center	 in	 Ventu-
ra,	 located	at	2223	Eastman	Avenue	 ,	 to	
reminisce	 about	 his	 childhood	 career	 as	
“Stinky”	 in	 the	 Our	 Gang	 Comedies	 of	
the	1930s.	As	one	of	the	only	remaining	
members	 of	 the	 original	 cast,	 he	 has	 re-
cently	been	honored	for	giving	25	gallons	
of	rare	type	“A”	negative	blood.	
	 He’s	a	member	of	the	National	Blood	
Donors	Hall	of	Fame	and	is	speaking	at	
the	blood	center	to	promote	a	movement	
he	 calls	 the	 “Gallon	 Givers	 for	 Life,”	 to	
encourage	pint	givers	to	donate	every	56	
days	and	to	discuss	his	new	book.	

Continued	on	page	20

Ernie	Weckbaugh	(he’s	in	the	middle)	“Stinky”	
in	the	Our	Gang	Comedies	is	a	member	of	the	
National	Blood	Donors	Hall	of	Fame
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Mexican Food.
Margaritas.
Happy Hour.
Salsa Bar.

Mexican Food.
Margaritas.
Happy Hour.
Salsa Bar.

Award WinningAward Winning

Ventura

CamarilloOxnard

Simi Valley

www.yolandasmexicancafe.com

Ventura Breeze Service Directory

Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. 
Just contact advertising@venturabreeze.com or call 653-0791 for further information and to place your ad.

Investment ServicesMail Boxes

Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. 

Water DentistBikes

Kangen
Lynn B. Mikelatos, Mfg. Rep.

Enagic USA for Kangen WaterTM

The purest, alkalizing, detoxifying,
anti-aging delicious water.

www.KangenHillVentura.com

(805) 407-4302

Pest Control

NOW SERVING BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH AND DINNER

Monday – Saturday 5 AM to 8 PM
Sunday 7 AM to 6 PM

Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Soft Tacos 7pm to 12am

Homemade Bakery made Fresh Daily
Dine In and enjoy a nice view of the 

mountains, or Take Out

COME TRY OUR NEW MENU!
    $2 OFF WITH THIS AD!

397 N. Ventura Avenue, Ventura CA 93001
805.628.3448  Pool Tables (half hour free with this ad)

 

COME TRY OUR NEW MENU!

Monday and Tuesday – Extra Large Pizza, 
one topping, $10.99 or Spaghetti, $4.95

Free Delivery
1700 E. Thompson 

Ventura
805.648.1070

Free Delivery
509 S. C Street

Oxnard
805.483.5000

$9.95
Spaghetti with meatballs,  Italian 

Sausage or Meat Lasagna, 
complete meal.

Family Deal
1 Extra Large, 2 toppings & any 
large salad & 6 chicken wings, 

$24.95 

Buy 1 pizza, get 
2nd pizza 1/2 price!$21.99

 for 2 Large Pizzas, 2 toppings!

Little Rascal
Continued	from	page	19
	 Starting	 in	 1937,	 he	 was	 in	 a	 dozen	
of	the	last	episodes	of	The	Little	Rascals.		
He	also	played	Claude	Rains’	 son	 in	the	
1940	Academy	Award	short	subject,	Sons	
of	Liberty.		
	 His	 entry	 into	 films	 came	 about	 be-
cause	 his	 mother’s	 neighbor,	 a	 Warner	
Brothers	 director,	 was	 looking	 for	 pho-

togenic	 kids	 who	 could	 act.	 Everybody	
wanted	to	discover	another	Shirley	Tem-
ple.	He	offered	Weckbaugh’s	mom	a	stu-
dio	contract	for	Ernie	and,	because	it	was	
the	middle	of	the	Great	Depression,	she	
couldn’t	afford	to	say	no!	
	 Weckbaugh,	also	an	artist	and	writer,	
has	authored	a	book,	Lessons	 I	Learned	
as	a	Little	Rascal.	 	 	He	was	motivated	by	
the	poor	behavior	of	some	of	the	former	

Little	Rascals.	 	“I	thought	it	was	time	to	
tell	 the	 media	 about	 the	 Little	 Rascals	
who	have	lived	decent,	productive	lives,”	
he	said.	
	 Weckbaugh	 has	 lived	 in	 Southern	
California	all	his	life.	
	 If	 you	 didn’t	 make	 it	 to	 the	 blood	
bank	his	book	is	now	available	on	Ama-
zon.com	and	will	soon	be	available	in	lo-
cal	bookstores.	




