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 The rains that swept through Ventu-
ra packed a punch but only caused minor 
damage and no injuries. The most dam-
age came from a small tornado in East 
Ventura.
 The tornado occurred in the area of 
Bristol Drive.
 Approximately 25 callers contacted 
the 9-1-1 communications center to re-
port trees, tree branches and other debris 
in streets and around homes; one tree 
toppled onto the roof of a home.
 Public Safety personnel were dis-
patched to respond, an effort that includ-
ed approximately 18 Police Department 
personnel, more than 20 Public Works 
staff for tree debris removal and 18 Fire 
Department staff, which included three 
fire engines and one fire truck.
 Various incidents of damage to struc-
tures have been reported, the most seri-

Reinventing 
the way we 
run our City
by Mayor Bill Fulton 

Earlier this month, our City Coun-
cil met over a weekend for our publicly 
noticed annual goal-setting workshop.  
The Council’s focus was mostly on how 
we approach our upcoming budget de-
cisions and how we might approach the 
question of raising revenue in the future 
as the economy changes.

City Manager Rick Cole framed the 
question before us, which is – as he put 
it – “how to deliver $96 million of pub-
lic services for $81 million.” The $96 
million was the original budget we ad-
opted in 2008-2009, before the 2008 eco-
nomic meltdown, because that’s what we 
thought our revenue was going to be. The 
$81 million – a decline of more than 15 
percent -- is the amount of revenue we’re 
actually likely to have this year. And next 
year. And probably the year after that.

The choices before us, Rick suggest-
ed, are these:
1. Stop providing some public services 
that the city has traditionally provided.
2. Cut compensation to our employees.
3. Reinvent how we provide many public 
services.
4. Muddle through.

One thing became immediately 
clear: We already do all of these things, 
and we’re likely to continue to do all 
of them in the future. So the question 
quickly became – which one of these 
is most important, and in what order 
should we do them?

The most important decision of the 
way was that the council made a unani-
mous, formal commitment to pushing 
ahead aggressively on the third item – re-
inventing how we provide many public

Continued on page 15

City 
photo 
contest
winner
 The City of Ventura 
has completed their 6th 
annual Digital Photogra-
phy Contest. The Breeze 
will be presenting some 
of the winners in this 
and future issues. This is 
the people’s and judge’s 
choice in the youth cat-
egory Community Life, 
“Ventura Fair Swings” 
by Destiny Wassel.

This sinkhole on Poli closed through traffic for some time and the heavy rains caused many trees to 
fall including this large branch that fell on Vista Del Mar.

The January 2010 rains
ous of which occurred on Sable Street 
when a tree fell onto a residence, damag-
ing its roof. On Lemur Street, a parked, 
unoccupied vehicle was lifted off the 
ground and struck a tree.
 Other reports include a roof taken 
off an agricultural building on Mont-
gomery Ave and downed power lines 
at Halifax. Other reports of less severe 
damage include downed trees, sheds and 
fences. The Public Works department re-
corded 18 incidents of “tree failures,” the 
term applied when a tree is upended at its 
roots.
 The heavy rains also caused a sink-
hole on Poli just east of Cemetery Park 
and many downed trees. Poli was shut 
down in the area for some time and some 
local residents lost the use of their water. 
 Electric power was also cut off in 
many locations during the storms.

VC basketball 
coach hearing 
set
 A hearing for Greg Winslow, former 
Ventura College athletic director and 
men’s head basketball coach was held 
on  Jan. 26.  Winslow, 45, is accused of six 
counts of grand theft and one count of 
theft of public funds.  He has pleaded not 
guilty to all charges.
 Earlier this month, Ventura County 
Superior Judge Kevin DeNoce refused to 
dismiss grand theft charges against Win-
slow or disqualify the District Attorney’s 
Office from prosecuting him.  If the judge 
had agreed to the recusal, the case would 
have most likely been moved to the state 
Attorney General’s Office.
 This was the second time Winslow’s 
attorney Ron Bamieh moved to have the 
case dismissed.
 Bamieh also made claims that pros-
ecutor Wendy Macfarlane and district at-
torney investigator Lance Steaman were 
privy to attorney-client privileged emails 
from Winslow’s home computer.  He 
asked that the case be dismissed for these 
reasons.
 The emails in question were from a 
computer taken from Winslow’s home 
taken by authorities while executing a 
search warrant.  The emails included 
correspondence between Bamieh and 
Winslow.
 Both Macfarlane and Steaman de-
nied the allegation.  
 DeNoce ruled that while the attor-
neys did have access to the information, 
it was “inadvertently gained.”  He added 
it was common for investigators to seize 
computers which can have potentially 
privileged information.
 DeNoce did not dismiss the case but 
later removed both of them from the case.  
He also ordered the district attorney to

Continued on page 14
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It’s Never Been So Easy 
Getting To & From The Airport

805.650.6600 PSC 6291

Holiday Inn Express
FREE Parking at the Holiday Inn parking lot

1080 Navigator Dr., Ventura
e-tickets online at www.venturashuttle.com

$35.00 one way

$65.00 round trip

Discounts for

Groups and Charters

805.650.6600 PSC 6291

Depart Ventura
4:30am • 6:30am • 8:30am  • 10:45am • 
1pm • 3:15pm • 5:30pm • 7:30pm 
•Oxnard departs 15 minutes later.
•No departures: 7:30pm Vta, 7:45pm Oxn,
9:30pm LAX-on Saturdays only.

Depart LAX
6:30am • 8:30am • 11am • 1pm • 3:15pm • 
5:30pm • 7:30pm •  9:30pm

Call us before 

you go under.
Real Estate

Probate
Boating Law

Law Offices of Pies and Young
805.765.7167
818.634.5201

Mailbox
Breeze:
 We continue to receive many-many  let-
ters regarding the closing of Wright Library. 
Many of them state facts and assertions that the 
Breeze has not verified so they may or may  not 
be accurate.
 We can only present a small portion of 
them or the entire paper would be about the 
closing. Also because of the amount and size, 
some have been edited and reduced in size. Be 
sure to read  Mayor Fulton’s response in this 
section.

Library Strategic Plan Holds Public Meet-
ing Jan. 27:  
 The City of Ventura will host a public 
meeting to discuss the future of library 
services this evening from 7 to 8:30 pm in 
the Topping Room of E.P. Foster Library, 
651 East Main St.
 This is the second in a series of pub-
lic meetings — to be held throughout this 
year — and part of the City’s library stra-
tegic planning process, the goal of which 
is to build a common, shared vision for 
the future of Ventura’s library services.
 “Creating a library strategic plan that 
speaks to and of the community requires 
that members of the public provide their 
candid input into the process,” said El-
ena Brokaw, Director of the Community 

Services department. “This meeting is 
designed to be a forum in which interest-
ed residents can express their opinions, 
hopes and concerns about the library, in 
an environment that engenders a solu-
tions-based, future-oriented discussion.”
 Several issue areas have already been 
identified in the strategic planning pro-
cess. These issues include: resources and 
fundraising, geographical location, diver-
sity, programming, and technology. This 
meeting will give residents an opportuni-
ty to express their opinions on those spe-
cific issues, as well as recommend others 
to be examined.

City Council; 
 The closure of Wright Public Library 
has been an issue close to the hearts of 
many of Ventura’s citizens for many 
months now. And yet the public outcry 
seems to have made little impression on 
the public officials who made the decision 
to shut the doors. Why have the voices of 
our community not been heard?
 We have been given many reasons 
why the library had to be closed. Bud-
get shortfalls, the ticking time-clock on 
Wright’s lease, the safety and integrity of 
the building itself. But despite all these 
reasons, the people of Ventura have con-
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Opinion/Editorial

Mailbox

Sheldon Brown
Publisher

Things do not get better by being left alone.
    –Winston Churchill

n In our last issue I 
had part one of “Ven-
tura Politics 101” and 
said that this issue 
would contain part 2 
but some other things 
were more important.

 n The parking lot lo-
cated on Palm behind the Top Hat has 
been re-surfaced and fenced off. If this re-
mains the case this will greatly hurt the 
downtown businesses located around 
this parking lot, especially Tutti’s Off 
Main  and 71 Palm. There is only so far 
that folks will walk to eat.
 I hope that the DVO is actively 
dealing with the city to make sure that 
this lot is made available to downtown 
customers as this is a disaster in the 
making. Besides the damage to the 
merchants it will also result in lost tax 
revenue to the city.
 And while speaking of the Top Hat 
if nothing changes you had better go 
have a hot dog there soon because they 
will be shuttered in about a week.
n When we started the Breeze we 
made the decision that we would be a 
family newspaper and it was important 

that the paper could be taken home to 
families with small kids so we decided 
to not publish “soft porn” ads featured 
in other Ventura County newspapers. 
So we did not solicit them or accept 
them. We shall continue this policy.
 We have been deciding what to do 
about medical marijuana ads and have 
concluded that we will run them. This 
is based upon the following:
 Medical marijuana is a legal medi-
cine and helps many sick people  feel 
much better then any other medication 
that is available.
 The ads must be very professionally 
done and not seen to promote the rec-
reational use of marijuana.
 We will limit the amount of ads.
 I feel even better about this choice 
based upon the unanimous decision 
made recently by the California Supreme 
Court that stated that a patient that pos-
sesses a doctor’s recommendation to use 
marijuana can possess as much as is “rea-
sonably necessary”.
n To put the Haiti earthquake in proper 
perspective, as many people were probably 
killed there as all of the people living in 
Ventura and Oxnard combined.

n On February 3, I will be speaking 
to the Beach Cities Neighbors and 
Newcomers Club at the Greek Restau-
rant located  in the Ventura Harbor. I 
speak frequently at service organiza-
tions who want to learn more about 
the Ventura Breeze. I would be happy 
to speak if you belong to an organi-
zation that would like to hear what I 
have to say.
n I was thinking that golf might be 
the only sport where the better you get 
the less exercise it is (if it is any at all to 
begin with).
n From our Jan. 14, 2009 issue: “The 
other day I noticed gasoline at $1.76”. 
Oh, for the good old days. 
n Rumors, rumors, rumors. I have heard 
many regarding the Ventura Breeze, here 
are a few:
 We are owned by the Ventura 
Chamber of Commerce.
 We were started by the VC Star.
 An extremely disliked person from 
Ventura is a silent partner.
 So for the record the Ventura Breeze 
was started by Sheldon and Staci Brown 
only and is now owned by and run only 
by me since Staci left. 

tinued to fight to keep this valuable com-
munity resource open to the public. Why 
haven’t we been discouraged?
 Because the people of Ventura believe 
in alternatives. Citizens have approached 
the council several times to suggest alter-
natives to closure. And each time, they 
were politely turned away, told that it 
was “impossible” to run two libraries on 
the available funds. As our elected rep-
resentatives, our public officials have a 
duty to really listen to what the people 
have to say; a duty to seriously consider 
the alternatives.
 Is it possible that they have forgot-
ten what a valuable resource to the com-
munity Wright library has been? Wright 
library is within walking distance of sev-
eral schools, and two retirement homes 

for the elderly. By closing Wright, the city 
has denied children the opportunity to 
use the library to become better citizens, 
denied them the chance to better them-
selves and their community. These chil-
dren will someday be the adults who vote 
in this community, and it is not fair to 
them to take away one of their most valu-
able tools to become thoughtful, respon-
sible citizens of the future.
 You may be able to close a library, but 
you cannot stifle the voices who will cry 
out against it. You cannot wipe from the 
hearts of free Americans their passionate 
devotion to justice and fairness for all. 
Wright library is not an issue that can be 
resolved easily
Wynsum Jo Kearns, age 15
 Ventura 

Open Letter to Ventura City Council & 
Ventura County Supervisors;
 Please re-open Wright Library.  Yes, 
times are tough in our economy, but we 
need our library even more now.  Librar-
ies are essential to our democracy. Librar-
ies are a vital job search, educational, and 
entertainment resource.  We need a li-
brary that’s walking distance to 6 schools.  
Adults, kids, and seniors need Wright re-
opened--it’s conveniently located and ac-
cessible.  Please re-open Wright Library 
and restore its wonderful staff!
Thank you,
Lynne Moore
Ventura

Dear City Council Members and other 
concerned people of Ventura;
 I am not a politician and I know that 
Ventura has lots of money problems at 
the moment.  I just want you to know 
that myself and my family used to use 
the library facilities of Ventura at least 
once a week, and now we don’t.  When 
the Wright Library closed, my two kids, 
ages 7 and 10, lost a home away from 
home.  They had grown up going to story 
times with Star, chatting with Jane, and 
knew they could go to the Wright Library 
for help with homework, reports, or just 
finding the latest American Girl books.  
It was cozy and safe and clean and nice 
and welcoming. It was easy to use and my 
kids could always find whatever they were 
looking for.  Since Wright closed, I have 

tried to “talk-up” the downtown library 
by saying how much bigger it is and how 
it is fun that we get to go downtown more 
often. We have since visited the down-
town library three times and have been 
confronted by homeless men walking in 
the door twice.  My children don’t un-
derstand why the bathrooms have locks 
on them. The downtown facility has less 
books for us to choose from, it is much 
more office-like and is FAR from welcom-
ing and cozy. PLEASE do whatever you 
can to have the Wright Library open for us 
at least one afternoon/evening a week so 
my children can once again have a home 
away from home.  My kids used to LOVE 
going to the library and often asked to go 
every week.  Now, when I tell them their 
books are due, they ask if they have to go 
to the “yucky” library or can we go back 
to the “Wright/right” one.  This is not the 
feeling I want them to have when they 
think about reading and books.
Lisa Urwick
Ventura

Lisa, 
 There is no question that the closure 
of Wright library is a big loss to our com-
munity, and that it is less convenient for 
many people in Ventura than Wright. Un-
fortunately, at a time when our revenues 
are declining, it is impossible to main-
tain our current level of service in every 
area and we are cutting back everywhere, 
including police, fire, parks, etc. I only 
wish that we could keep things exactly 
the way they have always been in all these 
areas, but unfortunately we cannot.
 When the City Council acted on 
Nov. 23, we did direct the staff to pursue 
several things, including (1) working 
with the college to see if we can main-
tain at least some control of the Wright 
building until the lease expires in 2015; 
(2) working with the college to see what 
community library services may be 
provided there; and (3) exploring cre-
ative options to provide library service 
in East Ventura. I believe the staff will 
return to us in early 2010 with some 

ideas, so look forward to that.
 When my daughter was young she 
went to both libraries (we lived in East 
Ventura and Downtown at different 
times), and I well understand that differ-
ent parents have different comfort levels 
in different situations, so I understand 
your concerns about Foster. As Jackie in-
dicated, the library staff is taking quite 
a number of steps to improve things at 
Foster Library now, including freeing up 
more parking in the back lot for library 
patrons. I have noticed a considerable 
uptick in patronage at Foster in the last 
month. The other evening I stopped by 
and was delighted to see several families 
with small children using the children’s 
section on the second floor. 
Bill Fulton
Mayor City of Ventura 

Editor:
 We are upset and concerned about 
the closing of Wright Library.   We live 
on the East Side  and use the library 
frequently.  Wright Library is an ac-
cessible, cozy, suburban library. Many 
families and teens walk and bike to this 
library.   It is within walking distance of 
eight schools.  Many schools had walking 
field trips to this library which now will 
have to be cancelled. Few school can af-
ford the bus trips necessary to go down-
town.  E.P. Foster is a city library with 
dangerous street traffic for walkers and 
with parking problems.  
 We are concerned, also, about other 
issues which have arisen since the city 
council decided to close the Wright Li-
brary.  Since the city and county agreed 
to 40 minimum service hours at Wright, 
the Memorandum of Understanding has 
been violated.  Also the Public State Li-
brary Funds are not being used according 
to the county’s official budget policy.  Ac-
cording to Peter Brown’s (Ventura Com-
munity Services Manager) comments, 
the Brown Act has been violated by hav-
ing secret meetings about library service 
via the Library Strategic Plan Steering

Continued on page 15
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City News

by John Burke-Landscape Architect

 Everybody hates the 101. It cuts off 
Downtown Ventura from the beach. Sev-
en grad students from Notre Dame tack-
led that problem last semester during an 
urban planning charrette. In December, 
the students returned to City Hall to 
present the fruits of their months long 
labor.
 The workshop looked for ways to 
reconnect the severed waterfront with 
the rest of the city. Students used an ap-
proach called “Traditional Urbanism”. I 
asked Ventura leaders and designers for 
their impression of the students’ vision. 
Read on for their insights.
 Traditional Urbanism is basically 
how we built cities for 5000 years. Cities 
were collections of neighborhoods each 
with its’ own center and everything with-
in walking distance: work, home, shops, 
church. You could walk to any of these in 
about ten minutes.
 Traditional Urbanist’s want to cor-
rect what they see as problems created by 
modern zoning and the dependence on 
the automobile it requires. They want to 
restore the living heart of the neighbor-
hood. Their graphics show in pictures 
how they would accomplish this. 
 I asked several knowledgeable Ven-
turans to stick out their neck and judge 
this Traditional Urbanism vision in 50 
words or less. Thanks to the following 
who generously and courageously rose 
to the challenge and contributed to the 
public discourse.
Christy Weir, Councilmember
 “Their ideas for downtown, the fair-
grounds, the Westside and the beachfront 
form a basis for a beautiful, workable, 
walkable environment that combines the 
best of urban design and traditional ar-
chitecture with our spectacular natural 
setting.”
Larry Rasmussen, Architect
 “It is unsettling to witness the art of 
community planning utilizing 12th cen-
tury concepts of the art and science of ar-
chitecture. It would be equally unsettling 
to witness the art and science of flight 
and medicine if each were practiced today 
as they were in the 12th century.”
Carl Morehouse, Councilmember
 It “could be a correct path to take 
to help heal a series of incremental deci-
sions, . . .and offer(s) a chance to develop 
a major tourist destination city. . . While 

very expensive in the long haul, we should 
not be discouraged by this, and remem-
ber that the longest journey begins with 
a single step. With one of only five Medi-
terranean climate settings on the planet 
we should capitalize on that to promote 
tourism as a major economic engine.”
Paul Jordan, Landscape Architect
 “Everyone wants to cap the freeway 
but it’s a mistake that will take a lot of 
money to fix. The graphics were beauti-
ful but we should be careful about turn-
ing Ventura into a Little Santa Barbara 
with red tile roofs. What’s unique about 
Ventura is our eclectic mix of styles: Mid-
Century buildings, Craftsman bunga-
lows, the WAV.”

Continued on page 7

Notre Dame students connecting the waterfront to the rest of Ventura by using “Traditional 
Urbanism”

Traditional Urbanism: Is the past 
Ventura’s future?
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News and Notes

SITE DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
50 + YEARS EXPERIENCE - LOCAL 35+ YEARS

• FLOOR LEVELING • FOUNDATION REPLACEMENTS • EARTHQUAKE RETROFITTING • EPOXY 

INJECTION • RETAINING WALLS • FRENCH DRAINS - WATERPROOFING • SITE DRAINAGE SYSTEMS • 

UNDERPINNINGS - CAISSONS • STRUCTURAL CORRECTION WORK • CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS

805.698.4318
Division of William J. Dalziel & Assoc., Inc.

Member of Santa Barbara Contractors Assoc.  •  Member of Calif. State Contractor’s Board Industry 
Expert Witness Program  •  Lic#B414749 - Bonded & Insured

williamjdalziel@yahoo.com

When you first meet Ann Deal, found-
er of Fashion Forms®, a fashion bras and 
intimate apparel accessory company, im-
pressions start coming at you fast and 
furious.  You’re struck by her business 
savvy, intelligence and beauty.  More im-
portantly, you realize you are meeting 
someone really special.  Ms. Deal just ooz-
es warmth, friendliness and real honesty.  
On a tour of the company she founded 
here in Ventura, every employee was de-
lighted to be introduced.  Ann knows eve-
ryone’s name, what they do and how long 
they’ve worked together.  This is the type 
of place where you just know that every-
one there loves coming into work.  There 
was a true sense of pride throughout with 
Ann leading the way.

Ann, a native of North Carolina, first 
became a buyer at an Atlanta, GA depart-
ment store.  From there, she moved to 
Florida and in 1987 launched Freedom 
Forms and then relocated the company 
to California and started the company as 
Fashion Forms in 1993, relying on “her 
dynamic personality, a good network of 
retailer friends, and one hot product - the 
Adhesive Body Bra. The rest is intimate 
apparel history. “

“I came to California in 1990 and 
opened a company in Los Angeles but the 
timing wasn’t right.  A friend suggested I 
relocate to Ventura because it had a great 
climate, a large pool of potential employ-
ees and some really great people living 
there.  I fell in love with Ventura, moved 
my operation here in 1993 and I’ve never 
looked back,” says the enthusiastic Ms. 
Deal.  I asked if it was hard to remain 
so upbeat after almost three decade in 
the business.  “Oh no!” she exclaimed.  
“There’s always something new to create 
or someone new to meet.”  And there’s no 
question she means it.

Ann is an amazing businesswoman.  
In 1998, she introduced the “water” bra 
to the world where it was enthusiastically 
received as the first non-surgical bust en-
hancement product.  Chances are, if you 
purchase bras or other forms of lingerie, 
you probably have something developed 
by Fashion Forms.  Her bras sell eve-
rywhere – and I mean everywhere!  No 
matter what kind of budget or tastes you 
have – from Nordstrom’s, Frederick’s of 
Hollywood, Macy’s, Penney’s, Victoria’s 
Secret, Walmart, Target, Bloomingdale’s 

Ann Deal, founder of Fashion Forms®, is extremely proud of the many-many patents that she 
holds as commemorated in these wall plaques in her office
Ventura Visionaries

The Real Deal!
by Nanci Cone

– her lingerie can be found there and 
thousands of other stores nationwide.   
And, for the Golden Globe Awards, Fash-
ion Forms was in the “Access Hollywood” 
suite handing out gift bags to a veritable 
“A” list of stars.  (I’m hoping Ms. Deal will 
need volunteers to hand out these bags at 
her next event…)
 But that’s only one side of “the Real 
Deal.”  Ann travels almost constantly – at 
least 150,000 miles a year domestically 
and anywhere from 50-150,000 more 
miles to places like Canada, France, the 
U.K. and China where more people are 
employed who help design or fabricate 
the products.  Truckloads arrive on an 
almost-daily basis at her warehouse on 
Palma Road.  Watching everyone unpack, 
shelve, pack, ship, and whatever else is 
needed to keep this busy, 150+ company 
running efficiently is like watching the 
American Ballet Theatre perform Swan 
Lake – amazing!
 “I play golf at Saticoy every time I can 
get away,” says Ann.  “I did get to play 
when I was in Japan.  Midway through, 
I bought a hot dog.  What an experience!  
The hot dogs were cold and covered with 
strange sauces.  I never thought I’d yearn 
for an American wiener!”
 On the rare occasions Ann is in town 
and not rushing to finish an order or head 
off to a sales meeting, she loves to walk 
along the beach in Ventura, meeting and 
greeting friends.  She’s very active in the 
Rotary Club of Ventura as well as helping 
to sponsor the Ventura Music Festival 
and the Boys and Girls Clubs and work-
ing to preserve Serra Cross Park.  “It’s 
important to me to be an active part of 
the community.  I do like to sponsor vari-
ous events but I also like to take an active 
part in whatever I do,” she says.  “I used 
to love gourmet cooking – I only wish I 
still had more time for it,” she adds a bit 
wistfully.
 And look for Ann and canine pal 
Pucci as they work on new ways to help 
keep our environment a little bit nicer in-
cluding adding solar panels to her home 
and to her company,  “This will save us 
so much money in energy bills and that 
allows us to keep our costs down and our 
quality up!” she exclaims.  To learn more 
about Ann, her vision for Ventura, and 
Fashion Forms, visit her website at www.
fashionforms.com.  

Help a Lion 
beautify
Ventura
 Mark your calendar for Lions Club 
International’s Lions Day of Service 
on Saturday, January 30. The Ventura 
Downtown Lions Club Community 
Service committee has plans to start 
a patio project for the Turning Point 
Foundation at 536 E. Thompson Blvd. 
starting at 9 a.m. You will be clearing 
the area of trash and vegetation. Bring 
garden tools and gloves. This should 
take no more than a couple of hours.
 They will then move over to the new 
Veteran’s Home on Telephone Road 
near Wells Road. The El Rio Educators 
Lions Club has graciously offered to 
provide lunch. Work will commence 
on the Veteran’s Home landscaping for 
a couple of hours. The Ventura Break-
fast Lions and the newly formed West-
side Loins Club have offered to help as 
well. Come for part of the day or for 
the whole day! Join with Lions in this 
great opportunity to do some “hands 
on” community service.
 For details, please contact Sandy 
Greenberg, Community Service Com-
mittee Chair and Past President, at 
sgreenberg@atpc.net or 642-2915.

The City of Ventura sponsored a Copenhagen 
Accord on Tuesday, January 19. Three Co-
penhagen conference attendees shared their 
perspectives about the event and its impact on 
issues related to global warming. Pictured left 
to right: Andrew Dunn, Publicity Co-Chair, 
UCSB Environmental Affairs Board, Sarah 
Otterstrom, Executive Director of Paso Pacífi-
co, and Alec Loorz, founder of Kids vs. Global 
Warming.

City sponsors 
Copenhagen 
Accord
by Tim Pompey

 It was an event more than 5,600 hun-
dred miles from Ventura, in a country and 
city most of us would struggle to find on a 
map. Yet, for months, we listened to news 
reports about its importance, the odds for 
and against success, and, ultimately, its de-
terioration into partisan wrangling. It was 
the Copenhagen Conference, a meeting last 
December considered by many to be crucial 
in the battle against global warming.
 On January 19, The City of Ventura 
sponsored what it termed a “Copenhagen 
Accord” and invited three guest speakers 
who attended the conference to discuss 
their impressions about the event. As if to 
bring home the importance of the confe-
rence, County Supervisor Steve Bennett 
opened the accord by stating: “When I 
think about this whole effort, it’s the 
most daunting challenge in our lifetime.” 
The accord is part of what Mayor Bill Ful-
ton described as Ventura’s role in addres-
sing global warming: “We (as Venturans) 
must figure out how to take leadership in 
climate change.”
 Alec Loorz is a sophomore at El Cami-
no High School who founded Kids Vs. Glo-
bal Warming and has been active in educa-
tional and scientific issues related to global 
warming  (www.kids-vs-global-warming.
com).  His goal in going to Copenhagen 
was to “represent the underage group.” 
While he was disappointed with the closing 
agreements, he was inspired by the gathe-
ring of thousands. So inspired, in fact, he is 
organizing a 1,000,000 youth march in Oc-
tober to raise awareness about the impact 
of global warming on today’s underage po-
pulation. “It’s not about money or power,” 
he said. “It’s about the survival of our na-
tion. Treaties or policies are not sufficient. 
It’s about us.”
 Sarah Otterstrom is Executive Director 
of the conservation group Paso Pacífico 
(www.pasopacifico.org). She has been di-
rectly involved in the restoration of ecosys-
tems in countries such as Nicaragua. De-
monstrating the impact of environmental 

devastation on global warming, Otterstrom 
pointed out that restoring ecosystems, par-
ticularly forests, is both one fifth of the pro-
blem and solution for global warming. She 
viewed the Copenhagen Conference as a 
positive global event that allowed countries 
and individuals to express their views on 
global warming. Noting that women in Co-
penhagen were riding bicycles around the 
city, she emphasized that “if they can do it 
in Copenhagen in the middle of winter, we 
can do it here.”
 Andrew Dunn attends UCSB and is the 
Publicity Co-Chair for the student group 
The Environmental Affairs Board (www.
as.ucsb.edu/eab). Dunn noted his surpri-
se and disappointment at the amount of 
corporate control that permeated the con-
ference. While at the conference, he disco-
vered many moving exhibits about people 
who had received assistance from the U.N. 
to adopt climate change and, in the end, 
been exploited by groups who had little or 
no knowledge about environmental mana-
gement. Dunn learned the importance of 
carefully examining approaches to chan-
ge. “I came away from the conference,” he 
said, “with a sense of caution about looking 
more closely at solutions.” 
 A sense of optimism, a sense of caution. 
Valuable lessons learned as these speakers 
watched more than 130 countries wrestle 
with the difficult issues related to global 
warming. Economics vs. conservation. Lar-
ge scale agreements vs. local solutions. Next 
summer they gather again in Mexico City. 
It will be intriguing to see if anything lear-
ned from Copenhagen will change the di-
rection of the debate and if this debate will 
impact us locally. Even more important, if 
we can impact our own local debate.
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Alien invasion
by Anna Singleton

Bright lights have been seen from 
5:30am in the beach and park areas of 
Ventura. Is it a natural phenomenon? Or 
is it aliens?  If you have ever graced the lo-
cal park and beach areas pre sunrise, you 
will know it is neither of the above.  To 
those in the know, it is Ventura County 
Adventure Boot camp for Women. 

Please allow me to introduce myself.  I 
am Anna a Venturian of 27 years of age. I 
may have indulged a little over the last few 
months, but please, it was Christmas! 

Statistically gym memberships sky-
rocket in January.  I join annually and 
along with everyone else of weak mind and 
body, I attend twice and continue paying 
my dues for the rest of the year.  But not 
anymore!  This year, along with a newly 
acquired mother-in-law (MIL), I have sum-
moned up the courage to embark on a new 
road to health and fitness. 

In a possibly misguided attempt to 
curry favor with MIL, I have enrolled us 
both into Ventura County Adventure Boot 
Camp for a month as a Christmas gift. A 
four-week health & fitness program that 
offers nutrition instruction and team mo-
tivation. Hello early mornings and good-
bye love handles – well that is the plan.  Oh 
what a gift! MIL is smiling gamely…so far. 
I will be recording our progress in the very 
paper you hold in your hands, the Ventura 
Breeze. 

So one Saturday in January, MIL and I 
enjoyed some quality time together by at-
tending The Group Orientation. The first 
step towards our new healthy bodies was a 

What could prompt sane ladies to do this at 6:00am?

seminar on nutrition.  Easy, we thought.  
But then the truth began to dawn… ev-
eryone who attends boot camp is then 
weighed and measured and the informa-
tion recorded so we can compare it with 
our slim and shiny new selves in a month’s 
time. It is run by Rob and Shannon a  hus-
band and wife team.
 The misery, sorry, Boot Camp starts at 
6:45am, four days a week. MIL and I, along 
with the rest of the happy band of camp-
ers are to be at a local park with weights 
and mat, ready to begin on time. I am five 
minutes late and the whole class pays for 
lateness with 20 push ups. I struggle to do 
one but won’t be late again.
 Boot Camp continues over the next 
few days. I groan at the early starts, but 
not MIL,  6:45 is nothing to her.  But af-
ter a few days a new habit is forming and a 
miracle is taking place.  I am enjoying this 
and, it’s catching! The whole camp is filled 
with women of all shapes, ages and sizes  
having fun and exercising pre 9am  this, 
truly, is a phenomenon!  MIL has strug-
gled for years with fibromyalgia, an illness 
causing extreme muscle pain. She is mov-
ing and exercising and smiling.  I actually 
think she is enjoying this! Our merry band 
of campers works out together in the park 
and on the beach, not even the rain halts 
play. New healthy habits are being formed 
and friendships forged.  
 To be continued with results, more ad-
ventures and the big weigh in! 
 For more information: www.VCAd-
ventureBootCamp.com 

Bonnie Weigel & Kristy Pollard of FOOD 
Share accept a $50,000 donation from Wells 
Fargo presented by Ernie Pineda, District 
Manager of Wells Fargo Community Bank.

FOOD Share 
receives $50,000 
from Wells 
Fargo
 Wells Fargo presented $50,000 to 
FOOD Share, Ventura County ’s largest 
regional food bank, in its continued ef-
fort to support the non-profit food bank 
which serves 55,000 people each month.
 “In November, FOOD Share kicked 
off its annual Tackling Hunger campaign, 
with a goal of raising $100,000 to pur-
chase healthy food for distribution to our 
150 partner agencies in Ventura County,” 
said Bonnie Weigel, CEO at FOOD Share. 
“In the same moment we kicked off the 
campaign, Wells Fargo met half of our 
goal with this generous donation.” 
 This is the second recent donation 
from the Wells Fargo Foundation, which 
also granted $10,000 to FOOD Share in 
August 2009. In 2008, the financial foun-
dation’s charitable contributions to non-
profit organizations throughout the Ven-
tura County region totaled more than 
$400,000 by awarding 149 grants.
 “With the economy today, children 
and the elderly are hit the hardest when it 
comes to the essential need of nutritious 
food,” said Ernie Pineda, Wells Fargo 
Pacific Coast Community Bank district 
manager and newly appointed FOOD 
Share board member. “It is our responsi-
bility as a corporation, and as individuals, 
to support nonprofits to help bridge the 
gap of basic needs in our communities.”
 Pineda also said local managers of Wells 
Fargo banking stores play a vital role in 
connecting with the local community 
to help bring attention to agencies that 
serve the region. 

Are you Italian 
at heart?
 The Ventura County Italian Club in-
vites speakers and non speakers of Italian 
to its twice a month meetings and cul-

tural discussions at Spasso Cucina Ital-
iana.  The lunch menu includes soup 
or salad, main dish and dessert.  Cost 
of lunch and discussion is $25. Please 
reserve your space with  Spasso Cucina 
Italiana,  1140 S. Seaward Ave. at 643-
2777.

 The gatherings are a unique oppor-
tunity for savoring authentic Italian 
cuisine and at the same time socializ-
ing with other lovers of Italian food, 
language and culture in a convivial and 
tasty environment.  
 Saturday, February 6--  Love and 
music Italian style-- Italians love to love 
and one of their favorite ways to ex-
press it is through music-- from opera 
to contemporary pop music. Listen to 
beautiful excerpts of irresistible songs 
from way back to the present and also 
learn a little about the composers and 
singers that have turned music into a 
marvelous art form.
 Sunday, February 21 -- Traveling 
and learning Italian in Italy -- Have 
you ever toyed with the idea of learn-
ing and/or improving your Italian in 
a beautiful Italian city?  This presen-
tation will inform you what to expect, 
where to go, and how to prepare for this 
enriching experience, as well as discuss 
some places that are rarely covered in a 
typical Italian sojourn. For further in-
formation call Dr. Maricarmen Ohara 
at 676-1026.
 Ventura College Community Edu-
cation,  phone  654-6459,  is accepting 
enrollment for a class on basic Ital-
ian.  The six week course will guide the 
student in acquiring the basics of this 
dolce language through music, fun and 
interesting cultural information.  
 February 19 through  March 26  
from 10am  to 11:30 am.
 Where: 71 Day Road, CPD Bldg. 
Room 3A. Fee: $99 (plus $12 payable to 
instructor for course materials)
 For further information contact 
Ventura College Community Educa-
tion Office.

Distinguished 
Kiwanian Award
 On Friday January 15, at the noon-
time meeting of the Kiwanis Club of Ven-
tura, held at the Poinsettia Pavilion awards 
were given to the members who brought 
in new members for the year 2009.
 The honored four members to receive 
the Distinguished Kiwanian Award for 
2009 were: 

 Past Kiwanis Lt. Gov. Wes Miller, Jan 
Schmutte, Dave Fetter, Patty Schulz and 
Bart Bleuel.
 This club meets every Friday at noon 
at the Poinsettia Pavilion in Ventura.
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by Tim Pompey

 Noted Latin percussionist Pete Es-
covedo will be featured at a concert spon-
sored by the Ventura Music Festival on 
Saturday, February 13, 8 P.M. at the Ven-
tura High School Theater. Mr. Escovedo 
has been performing with various bands 
for more than fifty years. He has been fea-
tured with such artists as Stevie Wonder, 
Carlos Santana, Tito Puente, and Herbie 
Hancock. Today he leads one of the top 
Latin-Jazz Orchestras in the country, 
performing with his own unique sound 
throughout the world. 
 T: Is there any difference in audience in-
terest in Latin American music now compared to 
say, fifty years ago?
 P: Oh, there’s a big change. When I 
first broke in, it was classified as Salsa and 
there were more Latin American people 
listening. Now it’s come full circle. I play 
around the world and it’s not only people 
from other countries, but also much more 
in the U.S. Interest now includes so many 
people from different nationalities and 
ages, and to have more young people em-
brace it today is really wonderful.
 T: Which artist was most influential on 
you when you were learning to play?
 P: Well, the first person I met, when 
I was 18 years old, was Tito Puente. I was 
just starting to learn to play percussion 
and I never heard anyone play the way 
he did. I was just a starstruck kid, but we 
struck up a long friendship. Whenever he 
came to town, we spent time together with 
our wives and kids. We also performed to-
gether, and we wrote music together. I also 
heard a lot of the Cuban players that came 
to California on their way to New York: 
Mongo Santamaria, Francisco Aguabella, 
Armando Perraza. This was how I learned 
to play the instrument, by watching these 
guys perform.
 T: How did you meet Stevie Wonder 
and Carlos Santana?
 P: My orchestra toured with Stevie 
Wonder. We were the opening band 
back when he was doing college tours. 
With Carlos, he used to come and 
watch my brother and me perform 
when we were in San Francisco. At that 
time, they were just starting out and 
they invited us to come practice with 
them in their garage on Mission Street. 
We used to play with them all night. 
My brother was first invited to tour 

The Ventura Music Festival presents noted Lat-
in percussionist Pete Escovedo in concert at the 
Ventura High School

The Breeze 
interviews 
Pete 
Escovedo

with them. Then eventually I came on 
board.
 T: What was it like to perform on a 
record with your daughter, Sheila E.?
 P: It was probably the most en-
joyable moment for me. I used to have 
my kids with me when I played in the 
band and now, to have all three of them 
playing with me is just magical.
 T: Are there any young Santanas out 
there today still pushing and pioneering Lat-
in American rhythms?
 P: A lot of the guys who left San-
tana went on to play Latin music. For 
instance, Michael Shrieve, who was the 
original drummer for Santana. He’s done 
a lot of different things, including film 
scores. I do go to the NAMM (National 
Association of Music Makers) show and 
see a lot of the new products being of-
fered on the market, along with many up 
and coming musicians. One young kid I 
saw named Cole was just phenomenal.
 T: What can we expect when you per-
form in Ventura?
 P: One of the highlights will be 
performing with the winner of the 
Festival’s student jazz competition, 
Christian Choh. I’ll also be doing a lot 
of the songs that I’ve recorded over the 
years, and both of my sons will be play-
ing with me. It should be a really good 
concert.

Digital Camera 
Playground - 
Part 10 - White 
Balance
by Nelson Wallace

The image sensor inside the digital 
camera has pixels that sense only blue or 
green or red light.  The light from a tiny 
area in the scene falls onto all three pixels 
associated with that scene area, and dur-
ing playback the signals from the three 
pixels are combined to give a single color.  
Grey, for example, is made up of equal sig-
nals from the blue, green, and red pixels.  
Scale up all three signals equally and you’ve 
got white; set all three to zero for black.  The 
final color results by adding signals; this is 
called “additive color”.  Theatrical lighting, 
your computer display and a digital projec-
tor all use additive color.

There’s also a net color that is pro-
duced by removing colors.    Shine a white 
light on a red piece of paper and it looks 
red because dyes in the paper absorbed the 
blue and green light.  Or shine a white light 
on a white paper, and then stick some red 
glass between them; the paper looks red 
because the red glass absorbed the blue 
and green light.  In both cases, the result-
ing color was obtained by removing some 
colors from the light that finally made it 
to your eye or camera.  This is called “sub-
tractive color”.  Inks, paints, and the prints 
of your photos use subtractive color.
 The color of the light that makes it 
onto the image sensor is determined by 
both additive and subtractive color pro-
cesses.   When your subject is wearing 
green, the cloth is going to try to sub-
tract blue and red light (it won’t subtract 
it all).  If the subject is illuminated with 
bluish light from the sky, the clothes may 
look a slightly bluish shade of green.  If 
this same green outfit were illuminated 
instead by the reddish light from a tung-
sten light, the clothes might look slightly 
yellowish.  In general, the perceived color 
of the object depends upon two things: 
the color of the light from the illumina-
tion source (additive color), and how that 
light is modified by the color of the ob-
ject (subtractive color).

 This may seem counterintuitive, since 
you can usually tell the colors of things.  
You can do this (unless the color cast is 
extreme) because your brain knows you’re 
viewing with an off-white illumination, 
and your perception adjusts.

The camera, however, records all the 
colors that come in, illumination-induced 

color bias and all.  Since the camera doesn’t 
know from the image whether the source 
or the object was colored, you have to tell 
it in advance. Then the camera can utilize 
its built-in image processor to correct the 
pixel values for each of the three different 
colors when the shot is made.  The adjust-
ment is called “white balance” or “color 
balance”.   When you set the color balance 
for “warm” tungsten, the camera’s going 
to downplay reds and boost the blues a lit-
tle.  Color balance for “cold” sunlight will 
boost the reds and turn down the blues.  
The camera does a good job of compen-
sation when the illumination source is 
only sunlight or only tungsten; when the 
source is mixed, it may not do so well.  In 
this case, you can do a custom white bal-
ance beforehand by using a white card as a 
reference standard.
 Experiment.  Read up on color balance 
in your manual, and back up the shots in 
your camera.  Indoors, pose your subject 
and a white paper by a window in day-
time and turn on a nearby tungsten light.  
Without flash, and with your camera’s 
white balance set for tungsten, shoot the 
scene.  Shoot again with the balance set for 
sunlight.  Now compare the shots in your 
computer’s photo viewing software.  See 
the difference?  The camera’s white bal-
ance may leave something to be  desired, 
hence the reason good photographers 
control lighting carefully.

Traditional Urbanism
Continued from page 4
Sheldon Brown, Publisher and Architect
 Extremely impressive presentation 
and work for a college project but en-
tirely out of touch with what Ventura 
would ever want to do or be: four story 
buildings at the beach to begin with. It 
would make the city out of balance and 
we would sink into the ocean.
Mary-Kate Boyd, Landscape Architect
 “If we built our environment based 
on student’s ideas, we would live in a 
much more interesting and engaging 
world. I doubt the design will be realized 
but wouldn’t it be nice to think less about 
budget and more about quality of life?”
Jack Kiesel, Landscape Architect
“What the students came up with was 
amazing. I love the ‘out of box’ think-
ing. Perhaps it was a little ‘unrealistic’ . . 
. But big ideas are what you need to real-
ize real meaningful change.”
Breeze:
 Readers can see a slide show of the final 
presentation on the City’s website: http://
www.cityofventura.net/community_devel-
opment/planning/planning_communities/
edgewater

Become a part of  Ventura’s heritage by looking 
and speaking the part at the Olivas Adobe

Want to be a 
part of history?

Perhaps becoming a docent at the 
Olivas Adobe, built in 1847, is your best 
bet. They will train you so you will learn 
about the history of this national and 
state historical site. The training to be-
come a docent is not long, and if you like 
history and learning about California’s 
Rancho Period, it’ll be loads of fun.

After your training, you’ll be able to 
share what you learned with visitors to 
the site. You’ll have a choice of working 
many of their popular events and/or give 
interpretive historical tours on weekends. 
Many events, such as Cowboys and He-
roes Jamboree, Living History Day and 
Candlelight Tour can be part of your do-
cent experience. 

There are many exciting committees 
that are also part of the docent experi-
ence. Additionally, the docents visit other 
historical sites as a group and get the VIP 
treatment, which gives you a behind the 
scenes look not available to the regular 
public.

Call 658-4728 or send an e-mail 
(mail@olivasadobe.org) to schedule an 
appointment, and find out how you can 
be part of the exciting organization. The 
next training class begins February 21. 
Contact now to reserve your place. 
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Community Events
Music meets 
mayhem-getting 
out of Ventura
by Nanci Cone

Take some of the greatest songs of 
the 1940s; add a healthy dose of comedy 
and romance; mix it all together with an 
award-winning cast and some of South-
ern California’s finest creative staff, and 
what do you get?  You get Cabrillo Music 
Theatre’s production of THE ANDREWS 
BROTHERS. 

THE ANDREWS BROTHERS is filled 
to the brim with more than twenty-five 
songs made famous by the Andrews Sisters 
and includes such oldies but goodies as  
“Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,” “Slow Boat To 
China,” Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree,” 
and “Ac-cent-u-ate the Positive.”  Roger 
Bean, creator of the long-running Off-
Broadway and Los Angeles hit, THE MAR-
VELOUS WONDERETTES, frames these 
songs with a laugh-filled book.  The new 
story and familiar songs combine to create 
a brand-new theatre confection.

“Cabrillo audiences will delight in the 
nostalgic music, slapstick comedy, and old-
fashioned romance of THE ANDREWS 
BROTHERS,” says Carole W. Nussbaum, 
President and Chief Executive Officer. 
“With classic songs from the 1940s, a brand-
new story, and plenty of humor, THE AN-
DREWS BROTHERS has something for 
everyone!”  Continues Nussbaum, “And 
the show’s backdrop – entertaining the 
troops during wartime – couldn’t be more 
appropriate, given Cabrillo Music Theatre’s 
longstanding commitment to the military 
families of Southern California.”  
 The performers themselves are really 
enthusiastic.   Larry Raben (Patrick) says, 
“I love doing this show because I remember 
my grandparents putting on their records 
and dancing to this music at family get-
togethers.  The music starts swinging and 
it makes me smile.”   Stan Chandler (Law-
rence) adds, “Like many of the songs and 
movies of the time, our show is sometimes 
silly and screwball.  Entertainment then 
was mostly about escaping the harsh real-
ity that every American faced everyday.  We 
sing fun, witty and romantic songs with 
harmony and reverence, and hopefully 
land a laugh or two while we’re doing it.”  
And Darcie Roberts (Peggy) notes, “I grew 
up close to my grandparents and great-
grandparents.  They are all gone now but 
they would’ve certainly loved this show.  It’s 
an honor to pay tribute to that time period 
and our brave men and women who serve 
our country – past and present.”
 THE ANDREWS BROTHERS will 
open on Friday, February 5 and run through 
Sunday, February 14, at the  Cabrillo Music 
Theatre at the 1,800-seat Kavli Theatre at 
the Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza, lo-
cated at 2100 Thousand Oaks Boulevard in 
Thousand Oaks. And be sure to bring the 
family because THE ANDREWS BROTH-
ERS is perfect entertainment for the entire 
family with ticket prices starting at just 
$25.  For ticket and theatre information, 
call  449-ARTS (2787).

Audubon 
February field 
trips

Beginners are welcome on all field 
trips.  Light drizzle does not necessarily 
cancel trips, but heavier rain will.  If in 
doubt, please call trip leader.  More infor-

Ventura events
 An investment group meets at the Se-
nior Recreation Center located at 420 East 
Santa Clara Street in Ventura on Mon-
days from 10 to 11:30 am.  Activities may 
include a review of the week’s economic 
events, viewing investment-related vid-
eos, review of relevant articles, presenta-
tions by guest speakers, and discussions 
about potential investments for seniors.   
Membership is free. 
Jan. 30: KaiBorg with Jeff Kaiser and 
David Borgo are performing at the Art-
ists Union Gallery, located at 330 Califor-
nia Street at 8pm 
 Also performing is Kris Tiner with a 
film by Allen Glass
 The performance strategies of 
KaiBorg encompass the exploratory 
domains of real-time computer pro-
cessing and experimental improvi-
sation. The scope of their musical 
vocabulary creates an intricate web of ref-
erences and a compelling ensemble voice.  
 KaiBorg has performed at STEIM 
(Studio for Electro-Instrumental Music) in 
Amsterdam and at The University of Göte-
borg and the Brötznow club in Sweden.
 David Borgo is a saxophonist, multi-
media artist, ethnomusicologist, and As-
sociate Professor of Music at UCSD in 
the Integrative Studies Program. 
 Jeff Kaiser is a trumpet player, multi-
media artist and PhD student in the 
Integrative Studies Program (music) 
at UCSD. He is the founder and owner 
of the pfMENTUM and Angry Vegan 
record labels. 
Feb. 3: The Beach Cities Neighbors 
and Newcomers Club, (BCNN).

 Active women of all ages who live in 
Ventura, Oxnard, or Port Hueneme and 
enjoy activities such as hiking, golf, din-
ing, wine outings, reading, biking, etc., 
are invited to visit and join BCNN. Their 
meetings are held at The Greek Restau-
rant at 1583 Spinnaker Drive, in the Ven-
tura Harbor
 On Wednesday, February 3, at 9:30 
a.m. they will have a world famous guest 
speaker:   Sheldon Brown, publisher of 
Ventura Breeze.
 For further information call: 644-
9668 or 644-5086.
Feb. 3: Independent Thinkers is an in-
formal discussion group that meets every 
Wednesday of the month. Topics might 
include politics, psychology, economics 
and religion. Whatever the group is in-
terested in talking about. They welcome 
new voices and ideas.
 Wednesday at 7pm at 2231 Hyland 
Ave., Ventura. Call 653-1121 for further 
information.
 Wed. topic will be “Money as it affects 
attitude”
Feb. 6: The City of Ventura and Per-
formances To Grow On are pleased to 
present nationally acclaimed storyteller, 
Val Tutson in a special performance as 
part of Ventura County ’s kick off for the 
Big Read.  Val Tutson will present, “Sto-
ries of Courage and Transformation” , a 
special performance inspired by To Kill 
a Mockingbird by Harper Lee on Sat. at  
8 pm at the Ventura Center For Spiritual 
Living, 101 S. Laurel .  Advance Tickets 
are just $5 and are available by phoning 
646-8907, tickets will also be available at 
the door. 
 Having appeared in international fes-
tivals in Africa, Europe and North Amer-
ica as well as theaters, colleges, schools, 
churches and libraries across the United 
States , Valerie Tutson has a reputation 
for raising people’s sensitivities.  A gradu-
ate of Brown University with a Masters 
Degree in Theatre Arts and a degree in 
a self-designed major-Storytelling As A 
Communications Art, Valerie Tutson  is 
a gifted performer and workshop leader.
Feb. 7:  A September 11, 1949 broad-
cast of The Whistler in “A Brief Pause 
for Murder” and 1915 to 1928 re-
cordings of tenor Giovanni Martinelli 
will be featured in the Dudley House his-
toric recording series during the Dudley 
House open house on February 7. The 
house with its newly completed roof will 
be open from 1pm to 4pm, during which, 
a visit by “Ms. Carrie Dudley” will take 
place. The Dudley Docents will give tours 
of the history of the house with its Dud-
ley family furniture and the museum’s 
most recent acquisitions, the c. 1810 John 
Barr tall case clock, Oscar “Dooley” Dud-
ley’s 1905 alto saxophone, and Alice Kate 
Spanner’s c.1870 Victorian doll trunk. 
 Admission is free. The Dudley House 
is located at the corner of Ashwood and 
Loma Vista in Ventura. Anyone interest-
ed in working on the docent tours of the 
house, call Steve Cummings at 644-3286. 
Feb. 11: The Ventura members of 
the League of Women Voters will 
review and discuss the positions of the 
US League of Women Voters.  This is a 
good way for new members and the pub-
lic to find out the stands of the League. 
Thursday at 2pm at the Topping Room, 
E.P.Foster Library, 651 E.Main Street 
(parking in the rear). Public invited.

Ojai events
 Ojai Community Bank is pleased to 
announce that George Tabata has joined 
the bank as a Commercial Loan Officer. 

mation is available at www.VenturaAudu-
bon.org
Saturday, Feb. 6, 9:00-12 a.m.  Res-
toration Work Day, Santa Paula.  
Hedrick Ranch Nature Area Restoration 
Program.  Come at 8 for birding!  Leader:  
Sandy Hedrick (370-0478).  Long pants 
and boots or closed shoes are required. 
Call for directions.
Tuesday, Feb. 9, 7:30 p.m.  Poinsettia 
Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd., Ventura.  
VAS will present a program featuring 
Kim Stroud of the Ojai Raptor Center. 
Kim will give a short presentation on 
the new ORC Rehabilitation Facility, 
followed by the introduction of her live, 
non-releasable ambassador raptors.  The 
public, especially children, are welcome.
Saturday, Feb. 13, 8:30–10:30 a.m. 
Beginners’ Walk/Backyard Bird 
Count, Lake Casitas.  Leader:  Allen 
Bertke (640-9037).  The Beginners’ Walk 
will be combined with the 13th annual 
Great Backyard Bird Count sponsored 
by the National Audubon Society & 
Cornell Laboratory.    Meet outside the 
gate.  Parking is limited.  We hope to see 
many birds including Clark’s & Western 
Grebes, Osprey & sapsuckers. Remember 
to bring binoculars.
Saturday, Feb. 20, 8:00 a.m.  Ventura 
County Game Preserve.  Leader:  Reed 
Smith (652-0706).  Always a very spe-
cial trip!  We will see ducks, peeps, ibis, 
raptors, and more.  We cannot drive the 
grounds so there will be considerable 
walking.  
Sunday, Feb. 28, 8:30 a.m. Camino 
Real Park.  Leader:  Raeann Koerner 
(701-1919).  Meet outside the park.  In 
Ventura take Telegraph Road toward 
Ventura College.  Across from VC turn 
onto Estates, take a right on Aurora, go 
to the grass beltway across from the mo-
bile home park.  Park closest to the last 
house in the residential tract.  

“We are excited to have George as part of 
our successful loan team. George contin-
ues our tradition of making local decisions 
on loans for our clients; he is a community 
banker who defines the role of a relation-
ship banker.” said Don Scanlin, Chairman 
of the Board of Ojai Community Bank.
 George has been a community banker 
in Ventura County for over 25 years. He 
is a graduate of the California Banking 
School and a member of the CPA/Law So-
ciety of Ventura County; he also serves on 
the Board for the non-profit CAPS-TV. 
 George resides in Ventura with his 
wife Linda. He can be reached at gtaba-
ta@ojaicommunitybank.com.
 A locally owned community bank, 
Ojai Community Bank was founded in 
2005. The bank continues the tradition 
of donating $25 to a local charity of the 
account holder’s choice for each new ac-
count opened. 
 Never tiring in its drive to educate, in-
form, and even entertain, the Ojai Valley 
Green Coalition is now presenting, in col-
laboration with the Ojai Valley Museum, 
the “Go Green, Ojai!” lecture series.
 The series of eight talks will investi-
gate the concept of going green and the 
newest tests, tools, and tips on how to do 
it. It is a companion to the well-received 
“Go Green Ojai” exhibit running until 
February 14 at the museum, located at 
130 W. Ojai Avenue.
 Local representatives of the green 
building industry, including architects, 
builders, and designers, will answer big 
questions like, “What is green building 
and why does it matter?” and “How do I 
decide what green products and designs 
will work for me?” The lectures will of-
fer information focused on different 
aspects of green design, from the prac-
tical underpinnings to the eye-catching 
finishing touches that keep the environ-
ment in mind.
 All lectures are $5 suggested dona-
tion. For more detailed information, go 
to ojaivalleygreencoalition.org or call  
669-8445, or visit ojaivalleymuseum.org 
or call  640-1390.
 Award-winning stars are aligning for 
the annual Gala Benefit supporting the 
Ojai Playwrights Conference on Sat-
urday, January 30 in Ojai. Two-time 
Oscar and three-time Emmy winner Sally 
Field (Places in the Heart, Norma Rae, 
Brothers & Sisters); Golden Globe win-
ner Sandra Oh (Grey’s Anatomy), Emmy 
and Golden Globe winner Ted Danson 
(Cheers, Something About Amelia); and 
Oscar and Golden Globe Winner Mary 
Steenburgen (Melvin and Howard) have 
just joined the cast for a one-night only 
performance entitled “Hearts on Fire” 
created and directed by Robert Egan with 
Michael Morris. 
 “Hearts on Fire” celebrates the pas-
sion and power of the human heart 
through an eclectic mix of scenes by some 
of America’s greatest playwrights, includ-
ing four-time Tony Award winner Ter-
rence McNally. McNally will be attending 
the event, and will be honored with the 
2010 OPC Award at the dinner following 
the show.
 The Benefit begins at 5:30 pm with 
“Hearts on Fire” at Matilija Auditorium 
in Ojai. At 7:30 pm, the festivities contin-
ue at St. Thomas Aquinas Hall for a gour-
met dinner, dancing, the OPC awards 
and a live auction. The stars will be at 
the dinner, and many will participate as 
celebrity auctioneers. The dinner is being 
organized by award-winning chef Michael 
Hollingsworth, creator of culinary magic 
for Bill Clinton, Barbara Streisand, Russell 
Crowe, and Elizabeth Taylor among oth-
ers. The auction will feature trips abroad, 



Your Hometown Paper                                                                      www.venturabreeze.com                                                                                 Ventura Breeze    

9Wednesday, January 27, 2010Ventura Breeze      

Community Events

Grand Opening 

Saturday January 30th  7:00pm

Now serving breakfast 7 days a week
456 E Main Street

(805) 643-6300

Saturday January 30th  7:00pm

Geisha Lady performing at last years Fashion 
Week

Venturans to 
strike a pose
by Rebecca Wicks

 While some will flock to New York 
this February for world-renown Fash-
ion Week, Ventura fashionistas can get 
a taste of high-style here in town at the 
fourth annual Fashion Week Ventura. 
 Starting on Jan. 29 with a sneak peak 
performance the week will culminate 
with a fashion show held at the Ventura 
Elks Lodge on Ash Street.
 The show will feature local clothing 
designers, entertainment, models, stylists 
and makeup artists.  Proceeds from the 
event will benefit AIDS Project Ventura 
County (APVC).
 The event’s founder Erika Harding, 
owner of Architexture Salon in Ventura 
chose the charity after losing her brother 
to AIDS.
 “It’s an especially important time 
now since so much funding has been cut 

for AIDS resources,” said Harding.  “The 
money goes locally to help people here.”

Last year the event’s theme “Green 
peace” produced one-of-a-kind pieces 
such as dresses made from shower cur-
tains and elaborate floral head pieces.

This year the theme is Angels and 
Saints/The Seven Deadly Sins.  It prom-
ises dramatic fashion to fit its theme’s 
powerful subject matter.

According to Harding, those in atten-
dance can expect flowing clothing and 
clean and soft makeup for the angels and 
a bit of a harder look for the saints.

“Expect a lot of white and green,” de-
scribed Harding.  “And, for the saints, a 
little more medieval – think Joan of Arc.”

The sins will provide a stark contrast 
to the angels and saints.  Angel Jones, 
head volunteer coordinator for the event 
said makeup will range from the simple 
to the truly avant garde.

What started as a way to promote 
Harding’s salon and bring local fashion 
designers and artists together has mor-
phed into the city’s biggest annual fash-
ion event.  Clothing designer Lindsay 
Miller who has participated in the event 
since its inception attributes a number 
of friendships to having been involved in 
Fashion Week Ventura.

“It’s a super fun event to be involved 
in,” said Miller whose signature style 
is recycling and reconstructing vintage 
clothing.  

Miller, who will have six pieces in the 
show is a self-taught designer.

“My grandma was a really great seam-
stress,” said Miller who said she started 
designing clothes for fun and over time 
developed her skills.

Continued on page 15

a set visit to Desperate Housewives, the-
atre packages, and romantic getaways 
for Valentine’s Day. A major focus of the 
dinner will be the presentation of the 
2010 OPC Award to Terrence McNally. 

Order tickets at www.ojaiplays.org or 
call 640-0400.

Alternatives to the industrial food 
system are a hot topic these days. The 
new film called Fresh, coming to Ojai on 
Saturday, January 30, celebrates think-
ers, businesspeople, and farmers across 
America who are reinventing our food 
system. The film offers a practical vision 
of healthier, sustainable alternatives. It 
features, among others, Joel Salatin, made 
famous by Michael Pollen’s bestseller The 
Omnivore’s Dilemma. 

The film is sponsored by the health 
foods company Nutiva in cooperation 
with the Ojai Valley Green Coalition, and 
will be shown at the Ojai Theatre, 145 E. 
Ojai Avenue, at 4:30 p.m. Admission is 
$10. A discussion will follow the film, and 
all are welcome to participate.

Those wishing further information 
about this film and the discussion to fol-
low can call the Ojai Valley Green Coali-
tion at  669-8445.
Montessori School of Ojai will host an 
Open House on Saturday, February 6,
from 10 am - 12 pm at 806 Baldwin Road, 
Ojai, CA 93023

Current and prospective parents 
are invited to visit the campus, meet the 
teachers and learn more about Montes-
sori. Visit the Science Lab, Performing 
Arts Center, the fabulous playgrounds 
and athletic fields, and the Organic and 
Peace Gardens.
 Learn what sets the Montessori cur-
riculum apart from a traditional curric-
ulum including its individual approach 
to learning and its focus on daily living 
skills. Montessori curriculum includes 
reading, writing, and math but also 
Spanish, science, art, music and physi-
cal education
 Information for admissions for the 
2010-2009 school year will be available. 
For more information please call the 
school at 649-2525 or visit MSO at ww.
montessorischoolofojai.org
 Fresh Roasted Concerts will present 
acclaimed blues and folk artist, Eric Bibb 
on Friday, Feb. 5 @ 7:30 pm at Matilija 
Auditorium, 703 El Paseo Rd. Ojai.  Ad-
vance tickets are $20 for adults and $15 
for students and seniors, tickets are $3 
more at the door.  Tickets are available 
at the Ojai Coffee Roasting Company, by 
phone at 646-8907 or online at www.ptgo.
org (Click on Fresh Roasted).
 Eric Bibb is one of the blues’ great 
storytellers and troubadours and his con-

certs are a totally uplifting experience.  
Full of his trademark six-string skills, and 
clever-topical songwriting, his music, like 
his personality, is intimate, assured and 
passionate, drawing listeners into the mo-
ment more as participants than as specta-
tors. 
 As one critic wrote, “Eric’s singing 
and versatile guitar playing fuses a variety 
of genes to become a New World Blues.”  
Bibb has been appropriately described as 
“discreetly awesome” and “a total original.”
 Shirley Valentine, a poignant and 
funny play with some R-rated language, 
graces the Ojai Art Center Theater’s stage 
from Jan. 29 to Feb. 27. Written by Willy 
Russell and directed by Frank James Malle, 
this one-woman show is about a London 
housewife’s transformation from a hum-
drum existence to the life of her dreams. 
 This one-woman show – winner of 
the Tony Award, Drama Desk Best Play 
and Oliver Award for Best Comedy  stars 
Jenna Scanlon and is directed by Frank 
James Malle. Willy Russell’s script follows 
his masterpiece, “Educating Rita,” yet is a 
tour de force in itself that was also turned 
into an Oscar nominated movie.
 Audiences have for years delighted in 
witnessing the transformation of Shirley 
Bradshaw into Shirley Valentine. That 
growth doesn’t happen without some oc-
casional R-rated language, but it is always 
poignant and funny.
 Performances are at 8 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays, 7 p.m. Sundays at Ojai 
ACT, 113 S. Montgomery St. Tickets are 
$18 general, $15 students seniors and Art 
Center members; reservations at 640-8797 
or at www.OjaiACT.org.
 On January 30, the Hearts Of Fire 
Project will award its first motor home to 
a homeless family. This event will launch 
the Motor Home Housing Program, an 
initiative to collect, renovate and distrib-
ute late model motor homes to homeless 
families. The ceremony will take place at 
1 PM at Regalo Virgin Olive Oil, Inc. lo-
cated at 283 Carne Road in Ojai. Regalo 
has been major sponsor of the Project and 
the Motor Home Housing Program.
 The Hearts Of Fire Project empow-
ers homeless people through artistic 
self-expression and brings this expres-
sion to the public through art shows, 
concerts and documentary films screen-
ings. The Project has traveled more than 
8,000 miles in the last three years visiting 
shelters, working with homeless people. 
 The Hearts of Fire Project is a 501(c)
(3) social profit organization based in 
Ojai. The Project is committed to sup-
porting people without homes and the 
helping them share the huge contribu-
tion they hold for the world.
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Art Scene

Digital photograph “Flower” by John Ferritto

John Ferritto at 
Harbor Village 
Gallery
 John Ferritto will have an exhibit of 
original artworks, titled “Photography by 
John Ferritto” at the Harbor Village Gal-
lery, from Friday, January 29 to Sunday, 
March 7. An artist Reception is Friday, 
January 29, from 5 – 8pm.
 Capturing photographs of life’s pure 
and simple moments radiate throughout 
John Ferritto’s works. His subject mat-
ter include boats bobbing in the harbor,

Continued on page 15

First Friday, 
February 5, 
5-8pm 
 Each month, visual fine art spaces 
in downtown and midtown Ventura of-
fer a variety of special entertainment to 
compliment the collectible artworks on 
display. Demonstrations, lectures, music, 
and performance provide an opportunity 
for everyone to share in this unique Ven-

Gallery 255 
grand opening
 Gallery 255, located at 255 South 
Laurel St., will be celebrating it’s name 
change with a grand opening on Febru-

Call to artists 
for NAUTICA 
2010
 NAUTICA 2010, the annual, juried, 
marine contemporary art competition 
and exhibit held at the Ventura County 
Maritime Museum, will open on Febru-
ary 2 and close on March 31.  The Artist’s 
Reception is scheduled for Saturday, Feb-
ruary 27 from 4-6 pm.
 Artists residing in Ventura County 
are eligible to enter. The theme is art 
with a maritime subject:   “anything up 
to and including the tide line—ships and 
boats, harbor scenes, seascapes and sea 
life.” Two and three dimensional art-
work weighing less than 50 lbs are being 
accepted this year.  Art take-in days are:  
Thursday, January 28, 1-5 pm or Friday, 
January 29, 9 am to noon at the Maritime 
Museum.
 The entry fee is $15 per artwork with a 
maximum of two entries per artist.  Cash 
awards will be awarded based on overall 
merit. 
 For a prospectus and entry form, con-
tact the Museum at VCMMARTS@aol.
com or send a self addressed stamped en-
velope to VC Maritime Museum, 2731 S. 
Victoria Avenue, Oxnard CA 93035.  For 
information, call Jackie at 984-6260.

Navigator by Laura Lynch will be on display at 
the Sea of Glass

Art show 
opening, 
stained glass 
and a free class
 Sea of Glass is starting off the New 
Year with an art show opening Sunday 
January 31 featuring local artists Laura 
Lynch, Nance Lee Earle, Gary Chafe , Vicky 
Lanford, and William Lanford, as well as 
others. Environmental assemblages, oil 
paintings, jewelry and photographic im-
ages will be on display. 
 Laura Lynch’s multi-media construc-
tions address her passion for the state of 
the ocean and the threat to our global en-
vironment.
 Nance Lee Earle expresses her love of 
nature in her captivating oil paintings. 
Earle’s paintings draw you into a place of 
peaceful contemplation with her mastery 
of waves and sky. 
 An Artists’ Reception will be held at the 
studio on Sunday January 31, from 3:00 – 
5:00 p.m.
 In February, Sea Of Glass will be offer-
ing introductory stained glass classes. This 
class is for beginners, but will also help to 
refresh skills which may have been lying 
dormant. 
 Do you know how to cut glass? Go 
to a free glass cutting demonstration and 
hands-on workshop. Attendees will be in-
structed on how to score and break/run the 
score to cut the glass. 
 Just stop by or contact Sea of Glass for 
a class schedule and to sign up. The studio 
is open Mon. thru Fri. from 11:00 to 5:00. 
 You can contact them at 643-1972, 
seaofglass@att.net or stop by the store/stu-
dio at 1805 E. Main St.

Jo Ann Callis, Three Tiers, 1194, Cibachrome, 
42” x 33” can be viewed at the Sylvia White 
Gallery

Unusual 
Valentine’s Day 
Gala
 Sylvia White Gallery is hosting an 
unusual Valentine’s Day Gala that will 
include a $1,000 ArtAdvance to Ventura 
artists. Winners will be picked at random, 
each receiving a $1,000 ArtAdvance, to be 
used in any way they wish to further their 
career. The number of winners will be de-
termined by the amount of money raised. 
The only stipulation is that the money be 
spent within the city limits.
 This event is designed, in part, to sup-
plement part of what the city lost when 
Prop A was defeated. As a show of sup-
port to encourage their commitment to 
Ventura: California’s New Art City, Sylvia 
White Gallery is proud to institute the 
first annual Valentine’s Day ArtAdvance 
and silent auction. Minimum bids will 
start at 25% retail value. More informa-
tion for artist’s entries can be found at 
www.ArtAdvice.com/beasaint.pdf .

Virga’s incredible talent ranges from abstract 
oil paintings like this “Fiesta” to very delicate 
watercolors. One would think that they were 
seeing the work of 5 artists at her new gallery. 
Photo by boeingphotography.com

Art, wine and 
ambiance in the 
Channel 
Islands Harbor 
– touching more 
than one sense
by Julie D. McCampbell

On January 8, a wine tasting provided 
by Doug Scott, owner of the Channel Is-
lands Winery in Oxnard, was held at the 
grand opening of Virga’s Art Gallery in 
the Channel Islands Harbor. The open-
ing was successfully attended by many 
local residents and tourists all coming 
to meet the artist of this enchanting new 
gallery, Virga Siauciunaite. Her art is full 
of life, composition, vision, experience, 
and visually breathtaking.  

I met with Virga the following Friday 
and sat along side Virga while she was cre-
ating.  As she delicately moved her brush 
across the canvas, she explained how 
her concepts and visions come from her 
thoughts, memories and surroundings. 
“I work in natural lighting, no artificial 
light.  My own creativity is in each paint-
ing.  I’m inspired by nature, emotions, 
and life.  My work is symbolic and I like 
to use powerful colors and brush strokes.  
The Harbor is a wonderful place to work. 
I am happy we are here.”

The talent and creativity of Virga 
was recognized in early childhood by the 
Lithuanian art world.  At the age of 12, 
Lithuanian art instructors selected and 
placed the child prodigy in the prestig-
ious Naujalio Art School in Kaunas.  She 
graduated with a Masters Degree in Fine 
Art from Vilnius Art Academy in Lithua-
nia.  She was appointed with the esteemed 
position as an art professor at the Siauliai 
Academy at the age of 26. 

Virga has participated in over 100 
juried and group shows and her art has 
been displayed at the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Museum of Art, Chicago Ciurlionio 
Art Gallery, and the Jacobs Javits Center 
in New York.  Diversity and the broad 
range of her art experience yields degrees 
of reality and abstraction. Fans in Eu-
rope and throughout the United States 
are moved by Virga’s ability to transmit 
her passions, energy, and creativity in 
her dynamic artwork.  

Doug Scott has been featured on 

many websites and well noted for his ac-
complishments in the wine industry.  30 
years of combining chemistry, wine edu-
cation, and knowledge to the public.  He 
will be showcasing his Santa Maria Pinot 
Noir, Cabernets, and adding a delicious 
choice of premium blend coffee and cap-
puccino.  “The real key is to experience 
the wine, it touches more than one of 
your senses.  A true education of wine is 
meant to be shared, and that is what I’d 
like to provide to people”, stated Doug. 
 This combination of a gallery and a 
wine tasting venue is becoming one of 
many new, main attractions in the Chan-
nel Islands Harbor.  Through Virga’s 
artwork we are able to view the world, 
while sipping wine from one of Ventura 
County’s wine makers.  It is pure elegance 
for your afternoon or evening.  For more 
information please visit Virga at www.
VirgaArt.com or email: Virga@VirgaArt.
com.  To reach Doug Scott and find out 
more of the Channel Islands Winery, visit 
www.ChannelIslandsWinery.com.

tura cultural experience. 
 First Friday’s goal is to promote the 
appreciation and sales of art in a relaxed, 
supportive and fun environment. 
 Some of the galleries participating 
include: 643 Project Space, Bell Arts Fac-
tory, Buenaventura Gallery, CSUCI Art 
Gallery Ventura, Fox Fine Jewelry, Gal-
lery 255 & Sea Breeze Art Studios, Laurel 
Gallery, Museum of Ventura County, San 
Buenaventura Artists’ Union, Stoneworks 
Studio & Gallery, Studio 1317 & Deakins 
Studio, Sylvia White Gallery, V2 and Vita 
Art Center. 
 Various locations: www.f irstfri-
daysventura.com.

ary’s First Friday: February 5 from 5 – 
9pm.  Sandra McCullough, gallery owner 
changed the name of her gallery to reflect 
the caliber of contemporary art being ex-
hibited in the gallery.  Gallery 255 will 
continue to showcase the resident artists 
of the Sea Breeze Art Studios but will also 
include off-site contemporary artists sev-
eral times a year.  
 McCullough opened her business in 
May of 2004 as Sea Breeze Art Gallery 
and Studios.  Gallery 255 remains in the 
same location, under the same manage-
ment with specific hours four days a week.  
The 14 resident art studios where the 21 
resident artists work retains the name Sea 
Breeze Art Studios. 
 This is a free event and there will be 
refreshments.
 Also Sea Breeze Art Studios has one 
studio available in February with great 
light, 24-hr access, great artist commu-
nity, and exhibit space in Gallery 255. 
Please apply - call Sandra at 861-0624.
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Professor Scamp
Ph.D

Police Reports

Professor Scamp, Ph.D  (Pretty Happy Dog)

Join 
ScampClub

Animals of all sorts can join the Scamp-
club. Email me your picture and a little 
about yourself, including your address, 
to Scampclub@venturabreeze.com. 
You will be in the Breeze and receive a 
Scampclub Card that will get you the 
following discounts. Scampclub mem-
bers can receive:

–10% off dog wash at Cameos Dog 
Grooming, 1058 S. Seaward 648.3800
–$3.00 off bathing at Applause Four 
Paws, 2008 Thompson 648.2757
–Wed. $3.00 off Grooming, 10% off for 
all Seniors (Over 62) Naturally for 
Paws, 1766 Thompson 648.7297
–50% off first grooming - 10% off fol-
lowing grooming at Aloha Grooming, 
1076 Front Street, 643.4852
–10% off pet sitting, dog training and 
MORE at Prancing Pet Services, 
890.1406

by Joseph Owen 

Catalytic converters stolen
Since Dec 31, 2009 VPD has taken 8 theft 
reports for catalytic converters.  Seven of 
these crimes have occurred from Jan 5 
to Jan 11, 2010.  Most have occurred on 
Monday and Tuesdays and where times 
have been available seem to be during 
daytime hours.  

The victim vehicles have been primar-
ily trucks and vans.  The suspect(s) have 
to climb under the vehicles in order to 
remove the catalytic converter.

The Ventura Police Department is 
putting this information out to alert the 
public to this problem. Residents are re-
quested to contact the Department if 
they observe suspicious persons casing or 
tampering with vehicles. 
Liquor store robbery
On December 6,  at 2:45 p.m., an adult 
Hispanic male, approximately 25 to 35 
years of age, 5’ – 7”, medium build, black 
hair entered H and H Liquor, located at 
1839 E. Main and confronted the lone 
store clerk.  The suspect demanded 
money from the clerk and subsequently 
proceeded to strike the victim approxi-
mately eight to ten times in the face and 
shoulder with an unknown type of ham-
mer.  The clerk sustained serious injuries 
resulting in a deep laceration near his 

n Be sure to read the 
article “Ask The Di-
rector Ron Calkins” 
regarding the “Mutt-
Mitt” dispensers that 
are now empty be-
cause the program has 
been discontinued by 

the city that will be in the next issue of 
the Breeze.
n The other day I did something bad and 
all I had to do was roll over on my back 
and wag my tail and I was forgiven. It’s so 
easy sometimes.
n There are a few new California laws 
that pertain to animals that I want you 
to know about.

One requires that pet stores use hu-
mane methods for killing rodents before 
they are used as pet food. Why not just 
have cats eat them and cut out the mid-
dle man?

Another raises the maximum penalty 
for conviction against those of being a 
spectator at a dog fight to as much as a 
year in jail and a $5,000 fine. Why not just 
lock them in a room with me and a few of 
my buddies? (spectators will be allowed). 

Airports are now allowed to kill birds 
that pose a danger to aircraft without 
violating state fish and game laws. Why 
not just have cats eat them and cut out 
the middle man?

Last, and possibly the most impor-
tant (now don’t laugh) bans the dairy 
industry from the practice of shortening 
cow’s tails unless necessary to protect the 

health of the animals. Now I can under-
stand this, I have a short tail and I have a 
very hard time swooshing flies off of my 
back and I can’t wag as dramatically as 
dogs with longer tails.
n The first dog park in Moorpark is 
getting close to being constructed (we 
are way ahead of them).
 These are some of the rules for the 
park:
 Only dogs with current licenses are 
allowed (oh boy, I can go there).
 Children under 6 are not allowed 
and those under 16 must be with an 
adult. This is because little kids run a 
lot and they don’t want us dogs chas-
ing them. Even though we only want 
to give them a little lick and a kiss.
 There will be a separate area for big 
and small dogs (what about little dogs 
like me that are big boned?)
 Only 4 dogs per dog owner (what if 
2 family members go can they have 8?) 
And of course aggressive dogs must be 
removed immediately (they could hire 
me to be the bouncer, I am trained in 
Taekwondog)
n Mark McGwire has admitted that he 
used steroids. Some people have accused 
me of using steroids but this is just not 
true. I hit the weights most everyday as I 
try to get to the refrigerator.
n The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is 
considering a $3 million project to 
remove feral cats from San Nicolas Is-
land. Why not just put all cats on the 
island and let us dogs rule?

Ventura Automotive Repair
Complete Auto, Truck Repair and Service

Open Seven days and on Sunday, too!
500 N. Ventura Avenue, Ventura

648.5262/218.9846
vtaautorepair.com

Japanese Engines
and Transmissions 

Available
Emergency Service 

24/7
657.8341

866.304.2957

$37.00
Smog Check plus Certificate

(Most vehicles)
Must present Coupon Expires 1/31/10

Oil Change 
$29.95

Filter, oil included.

Power Steering 
Flush $50.00

Fluid included.

Brake Fluid Flush 
$50.00

Fluid included.

Clean Injectors 
$79.95

Chemicals included, 
fuel filter additional.

ScampClub
Scamp:
 These lucky dogs all got to the wear “The Necklace” owned by the 13
Women of Jewelia. The necklace changed the lives of 13 Ventura County women whose 
joint ownership of the expensive diamond necklace resulted in shared experiences and per-
sonal growth and it will probably change the lives of their wonderful companions also. 
 I was asked to wear it but I am so cute now that everyone thinks that I am a girl dog so 
I wanted to make sure to keep my masculinity so I turned down the offer.

Blue- Diamonds make me happy.

Sissy- Jewelia helped me through my 
near death experience.

Pucci- It’s only natural I would get 
to wear Jewelia, after all I am a 

designer dog.

Zena- I am the warrior poodle prin-cess. My mom’s the visionary behind the necklace.

right eye and other moderate injuries to 
his body.  The suspect also destroyed a 
surveillance monitor and computer and 
then fled the store with an undisclosed 
amount of money.  A witness described 
seeing a green, compact car with a large 
antennae affixed to the middle of the 
trunk leaving the area shortly after the 
incident.  However, it is not known if this 
is the suspect’s vehicle.

The Ventura Police Department  is re-
questing the public’s assistance in identi-
fying the individual shown in the photo.  
If you have any information regarding 
the incident, or identification of the in-
dividual, you are encouraged to call VPD 
Detective Corporal Sarah Starr at 339-
4328, or Detective Kenny McConathy at 
339-4462.  If your information leads to 

an arrest, you could receive a cash reward 
of up to $1,000. 
Arson at Ventura College
On Jan.12, at approximately 1:44pm Ven-
tura City Firefighters responded to the 
Ventura College Campus for a reported 
structure fire.  Upon arrival, firefighters 
found a smoldering fire in a classroom

Continued on page 12

H and H Liquor, located at 1839 E. Main was 
held up on December 6
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We care for 
your family.

ROYAL
RETIREMENT 

SERVICES, INC.

Claudio & Maggie
de Medeiros

 FREE 
CONSULTATION

805.642.2472

Caregiver Placement  & 

Professional Estate 

Sales

Police Reports

Prepare ahead 
of the 
earthquake
by Kris McDonald, Captain
Ventura City Fire Fighters Association 
(VCFFA)

 The recent earthquakes in Haiti have 
reminded us of the potential for similar 
devastation in our area of the world, and 
it deserves our attention. Some minor 
preparation ahead of time can make all 
the difference to you and your loved ones 
in the event of a major earthquake. Nor-
mal everyday services such as electricity, 
gas, water, and telephones may not be 
available. Police and fire services will be 
overwhelmed by the tremendous volume 
of emergency responses. Being self suffi-
cient for at least 72 hours is key to sur-
vival.
 A disaster kit containing essential 
survival items should be kept in a central 
location within the home. In this kit you 
should have non-perishable food, such as 
canned goods or freeze dried items, and 
pet food if needed. Have enough water 
to provide one gallon per person per day, 
and replace it every 6 months. Chlorine 
bleach can be used in an emergency to 
purify water, at a dosage of 8 drops per 
gallon. Maintain a first aid kit with plen-
ty of bandages and anti-septics, as well as 
any essential medications or baby items. 
Have flashlights and a portable AM/FM 
radio, with plenty of fresh batteries. A 
fire extinguisher, and tools suitable to 
turn off water, gas, and electrical sources 
are needed in case of leaks. An alternate 
cooking source, such as a BBQ or camp-
ing stove is needed, but should be used 
with extreme caution. Always ensure that 
no gas leaks exist before using any open 
flame device, including candles. Also have 
extra blankets, clothing, shoes, and mon-
ey available.
 Before an earthquake familiarize 
yourself with areas of safety, and dan-
ger, within the home. Ensure that heavy 
appliances and furniture are secured to 
the walls with straps. You should decide 
how and where your family will reunite if 
separated, maybe even choose a far away 
friend or relative whom family members 
can report to. Places to shelter during 
the quake are under sturdy tables and 
desks, against walls and in corners. Avoid 
windows, mirrors, hanging objects, fire-
places, and any heavy, unsecured items. 
If outdoors you should avoid trees, walls, 
and power lines. If driving you should 
pull over safely and stop, avoid overpass-
es, and remain in your vehicle until the 
shaking ceases. 
 After an earthquake stay calm. Im-
mediately check for gas, water, or electri-
cal problems and shut off those utilities 
as appropriate. Evaluate the damage to 
your home or business and whether or not 
there is a potential for collapse. Not using 
your vehicle will keep the streets clear for 
emergency vehicles. Turn on your portable 
radio for instructions and reports. If you 
evacuate, leave a message at your home 
telling family and friends where you can 
be found. Be prepared for aftershocks and 

assist your neighbors if needed.
 A major earthquake in our area is not 
a question of if, but rather when. Don’t be 
caught off guard. Preparation can mean 
the difference between life and death in a 
major disaster. 

Ventura City 
Fire Engineer 
headed to Haiti
 Ventura City Fire Department Engi-
neer Brian Kremer  headed to Haiti on 
Thursday January 21 to aid in relief ef-
forts. He is taking personal leave time 
and joining a team of 15 other firefight-
ers from across California with the group 
Firefighters for Christ. Their 10-day mis-
sion will be to perform disaster relief work 
with different relief agencies already es-
tablished. We are proud of the efforts of 
one our fire family members. We all wish 
him a safe and successful mission.

Fire Reports

Police Reports
Continued from page 11
file cabinet that had been intentionally 
set.  The situation was controlled and city 
fire units cleared the scene. Soon after at 
2:13pm, firefighters again responded to a 
structure fire at the college, this time in a 
different building.  

Upon arrival, firefighters found class-
room furnishings that had been inten-
tionally ignited.  While securing the sec-
ond incident, firefighters were alerted to, 
or personally found, a total of four more 
intentionally set fires.  All of the remain-
ing fires were set in outside trash cans 
spread across the east end of the cam-
pus.  A Ventura City Fire investigator was 
called to the scene to work with Ventura 
County Community College Police Offi-
cers during the investigation.  A Ventura 
Police Officer also responded to the scene 
to assist in locating the subject.  No in-
juries were reported and no evacuations 
were made.  Damage estimate for all in-
volved property stands at only $1,000.  

If any persons witnessed the above 
described incidents or have information 
that could aid the ongoing investigation, 
they are encouraged to call the Ventura 
County Community College Police at 
654-6486.
Train hits car
On Jan.14, at 6:12pm  Debra Wolcott was 
attempting to make a U-turn from S/B 
Garden St. to N/B Garden St.  Her 2001 
Saturn got stuck on the raised portion 
of the roadway where the railroad tracks 
crossed.  Wolcott got out of her car and 
began to walk N/B on Garden St. in an 
attempt to call for assistance on her cell 
phone.  After a couple of minutes, Wol-
cott saw the railroad lights begin to flash 
and heard a Southern Pacific Railroad 
train approaching from the west.  The 
train was unable to stop and struck the 
unoccupied vehicle, dragging it approxi-
mately 600’.  

Wolcott was not injured and neither 
were the two occupants (engineer and 
conductor) of the cargo train.  Wolcott’s 
vehicle was destroyed.  The train sus-
tained minor scratches.
Abandoned infant on Gale Way
On Jan.15, at 8:25 pm The Ventura Po-
lice Department responded to a call of an 
abandoned infant found by a resident in 
the 3700 block  of Gale Way. The resident 
found the infant laying in a patch of dirt 
surrounded by rose bushes. The infant 
was dirty, bloody, and the umbilical cord 
was still attached. The concerned resident 
took the infant into her residence and 
waited for police and medical arrival.

The infant was taken to Ventura 
County Medical Center and placed in the 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit where she 
remains in stable condition. The staff has 
named the baby Rose Gale.

Detectives worked through the eve-
ning attempting to locate the parents 
of the abandoned infant. They have not 
been located.

The Ventura Police Department is 
urging anyone with information about 
this child or the parents to contact De-
tectives at 339-4416.

The Ventura Police Department also 
wants to remind the public that there is 
no reason to abandon a new born. The 
Safe Surrender Baby Law allows a parent 
or legal guardian to confidentially sur-
render an infant, three days old or young-
er,  to and fire station or to any hospital 
emergency room in Ventura County. 

As long as the baby has not been 
abused or neglected, the person may sur-
render the baby without fear of arrest or 
prosecution for child abandonment. No 
names are required and the parent(s) will 

not be subject to prosecution for child 
abandonment. The baby will receive 
needed medical treatment and be placed 
in an adoptive home. The purpose of the 
law is to protect babies from being hurt 
or killed because they were abandoned.

Jan. 12 6:55 a.m. Patrol took a vessel in 
tow from Harbor Village and towed it out 
of the Harbor, so another vessel could 

tow it to Orange County.
Jan. 13 11:00 a.m. Patrol called RP Bar-
ricade to set an electric “High Surf Warn-
ing” sign on Spinnaker Drive.
11:48 a.m. A disabled PWC operator 
called Patrol to report that his craft is 
disabled outside of the surf off Marina 
Park. Patrol responded, took the people 
on board, and towed the vessel to the 
launch ramp.
12:15 p.m. FCC dispatched Patrol and 
others to a water rescue south of the Har-
bor. Patrol responded and found the vic-
tim just outside of the surfline by buoy 
“4”. Patrol picked up the swimmer, took 
him to the Patrol dock and drove him 
back to Harbor Cove parking lot.
3:05 p.m. Patrol observed two surfers 
lose their boards in the surf off Marina 
Park, notified Lifeguards, and responded 
by land to Marina Park. The surfers were 
able to get out of the water without as-
sistance.
4:25 p.m. VIM reports that a car in their 
parking lot was broken into this after-
noon. A rear window was broken, and 
$350.00 was stolen. Patrol advised the 
owner to file a report with PD. It appeared 
that the owner was upset and wouldn’t be 
filing a report.
10:15 p.m. The Dockmaster observed 
diesel sheen on the water at H-dock, but 
could not locate a source. He contacted

Continued on page 15

Harbor Patrol 
Blotter
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Senior Living

Santa Paula 
Senior Center
 The Santa Paula Senior Center is only 
about 7 miles from East Ventura and of-
fers some wonderful activities other 
then the usual ones offered. 
 A representative from the Veterans 

Senior Cone-nection

Strong bones 
class – 
the results
by Nanci Cone

A few issues back, I wrote about how 
California Lutheran University has been 
working with SCAN Senior Resource 
Center in Ventura and the Ventura Adult 
Continuing Education (VACE) program 
over the last several months to study the 
effect of a physical activity class on se-
niors’ bone density, balance, leg strength 
and mobility. Students met for 60 min-
utes twice weekly for approximately 4.5 
months.  VACE instructor Suzi Axtell led 
the students in a series of exercises using 
elastic bands, weights and movements to 
help balance.

Participants were tested in the Hu-
man Performance Laboratory on the 
Thousand Oaks campus of California 
Lutheran University in August (prior 
to starting the Strong Bones class) and 
then again in December.  Four tests were 
performed that included bone density 
measures of hip and spine, a postural 
sway balance test, a mobility test and a 
leg strength test.  Students had their fi-
nal post-tests from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. a 
week after the session ended on Decem-
ber 16 in CLU’s Human Performance Lab 
in the Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center.

Bone density values were measured 
using a Hologic DXA. There was no sta-
tistically significant difference in the 
group’s hip or spine bone density.  Bal-
ance values were measured using two 
force plates that measured forces made 
during quiet stance for 40 seconds and 
the center of pressure location was com-
puted during this time. The total distance 
that the center of pressure moved in the 
forward/backward direction, the side-to-
side direction and overall were comput-
ed. There was a statistical improvement 
(decrease) in the side-to-side movement 
and the overall movement. This is very 
encouraging, as these have been linked 
to fall risk with a smaller distance being 
linked to decreased fall risk.  

Mobility was measured using a test 
called “Get Up And Go” where par-
ticipants begin by sitting in a chair and 
when instructed to begin, they get out 
of the chair, walk 3 meters forward to a 
mark on the floor, go around the mark 
and return to a seated position in the 
chair. There was a statistically significant 
decrease in the test time that indicates 
greater mobility. This is also linked to 
fall risk with a smaller time indicating 
less risk.  Leg strength was tested using a 
Keiser Leg Press that measures the maxi-
mum amount of force that a subject can 
push away from their body while in a 
seated position. There was a statistically 
significant increase in leg strength. This 
is an important factor in fall risk as a per-
son with greater strength is more likely 
to prevent a fall if they trip if they have 
adequate leg strength. 

According to Steve Lehman, SCAN’s 
Health and Resource Manager, “These 
are great and meaningful results for 
all seniors taking an organized exercise 
class. We must get the message out that 
prevention is the only way to have true 
and financially stable health reform. This 
study showed that a typical community 
based senior exercise program CAN make 
a huge improvement in a relatively short 
time in the health status of inactive se-
niors. Programs like the SCAN-sponsored 
and Adult Education -provided Strong 

Bones class should be fully funded and 
promoted in multiple sites to encourage 
more seniors to participate in these life 
changing, health enhancing activities. 
Suzi Axtell is a most excellent teacher 
who shows what needs to be done with 
not only proper instruction but dedica-
tion and enthusiasm.”
 Along with the quantitative data that 
was collected, the researchers noted self-
reported improvements in emotional 
health. Participants commented on how 
much they enjoyed the class, in particular, 
the social aspects. They are motivated to 
continue exercising either in the Strong 
Bones class or in another exercise class.
 After Ventura resident Virginia Do-
nahue heard about these results, she said 
she wanted to become a participant.  “As 
I get older, I have a lot more fear about 
falling and my balance isn’t what it used 
to be.”  The Human Performance Labo-
ratory of California Lutheran University 
concluded that the Strong Bones class 
led to significant and meaningful chang-
es for these subjects. Their improvements 
in balance, stability and leg strength indi-
cate that they have successfully decreased 
their fall risk. This study shows how a 
community-offered class can bring about 
improvements for the elderly in ways that 
are reasonable and obtainable for elderly.  
So have at it, Virginia – and anyone else 
concerned about balance.  There’s no 
where to go but up!

Jim Duran, Executive Director of Cypress 
Place Senior Living, enjoys a moment with last 
year’s Health Expo attendee Juanita Thomp-
son.  Thompson said that information that she 
received at the Health Expo last year saved her 
life. 

Life saving 
Health & 
Wealth Expo at  
Cypress Place 
Senior Living
 After last year’s Health & Wealth 
Expo, Jim Duran, Executive Director of 
Cypress Place Senior Living heard the 
best news imaginable!  Juanita Thomp-
son, who is not a resident of Cypress 
Place Senior Living, shared with Mr. 
Duran that if it wasn’t for the Health & 
Wellness Expo last year she would not 
be alive today.
 Thompson, an 83 year old resident 
of Ventura, was invited to the Health 
and Wellness Expo by Cypress Place 
resident Lurie Stewart.  As Ms. Thomp-
son was strolling through the event, 
she decided to have her blood pressure 
taken.  Upon the results being read, Ms. 
Thompson was told to proceed directly 
to the emergency room.  Ms. Thompson 
decided to wait until morning to speak 
with her doctor.  After a brief conversa-
tion, Ms. Thompson headed over to the 
E.R. for observation.
 That visit proved life-saving.  Ms. 
Thompson has recovered from two 
heart surgeries and is doing well. Ms. 
Thompson is very grateful to Lurie 
Stewart, Jim Duran and Cypress Place 
Senior Living.  At a subsequent event at 
the senior community, Ms. Thompson 
told Mr. Duran, “Cypress Place saved 
my life!”
 This year’s Health & Wealth Expo 
will include free blood pressure & cho-
lesterol screenings, free vision & hear-
ing exams, and free wealth management 
consultations.  A free healthy gourmet 
lunch will also be provided.  
 Kicking off the event as keynote 
speaker will be nutrition and fitness 
guru, Robert Ferguson.  Ferguson is 
CEO of the Diet Free Life Center in 
Ventura, and has been called the world’s 
top weight loss coach.  
 Ferguson will kick off the expo at 
11am today, and all vendor booths will 
be open to the public from 11:30a.m. 
to 1:00p.m.  Raffle prizes will be given 
away throughout the event including 
two grand prizes.  The grand prizes 
consist of 2 days & 1 night at the Ojai 
Valley Inn & Spa, a $750 value per spa 
package.  
 Admission is free and the event is 
open to the public.  
 Cypress Place Senior Living is lo-
cated at 1200/1220 Cypress Point Lane 
in Ventura.  For more information or to 
RSVP please call 650-8000. 

Realtor Jana 
Scarborough 
explains real 
estate lingo at 
the Senior 
Recreation 
Center
 Jana Scarborough, of RE/MAX Gold 
Coast Realtors, who has been active in 
the area for 17 years gave an hour talk on 
real estate in Ventura City and Ventura 
County to the January 11 meeting of the 
Investment Group at the Senior Recre-
ation Center.  
 She explained in detail the processes 
associated with five types of sales:  nor-
mal sales, VA sales, FHA sales, short sales, 
and foreclosure sales.  Homes sales statis-
tics for October, November, and Decem-
ber in Ventura, Oxnard, and Camarillo 
were given for the $0 to $400k, $401k to 
$600k, and over $600K price ranges.  She 
explained the workings of three principal 
real estate investments: cash purchases 
for rental income, purchases for appre-
ciation through long-term holding, and 
flipping properties for short term prof-
its.  She discussed the motivations of 
first-time, buy-up, and investment buy-
ers, gave some January sales results so far, 
illustrated her topics with some examples 
from her career, and answered questions 
from Investment Group members.
 Future Investment Group speakers 
will be highlighted in the Breeze.

Passionately 
serving the 
needs of the 
elderly
 Royal Retirement Services was started 
in July 2009 by husband and wife team, 
Claudio and Maggie de Medeiros.  They 
passionately started serving the needs of 
the elderly after discovering that their 
very own grandparents were inadequately 
watched over and taken advantage of.  At 
the time, Claudio and his wife were living 
in Canada and upon the discovery, they 
promptly returned to Ventura to look af-
ter the elderly 96 and 97 year old family 
members. 
 Claudio and Maggie offer a compre-
hensive and cost effective in-home care-
giver placement service assisting with 
all daily living needs such as cooking, 
cleaning, shopping, companionship and 
transportation. Because of their personal 
insight, RRS  personally makes sure that 
all of their clients needs are taken care of; 
going that extra step to provide a person-
alized feeling of care and treating you as 
a family member. Additionally, they do 
Professional Estate Sales, evaluating your 
home and its items for sale, auction or 
donation in a professional and trustwor-
thy manner. They ran a real estate busi-
ness in Canada, giving them experience 
and joy in the field of estate matter. They 
have seen families unable to remove the 
belongings of a deceased loved for many 
months and they can be of great assis-
tance and comfort.
 Claudio and Maggie love the small 
community feeling here in Ventura and 
after introducing themselves to their 
neighbors, found that many people knew 
of or were part of their grandparents 
lives. 
 Call for a free consultation 642-
2472 or visit their website at royalretire-
mentservies.com.

Service Office (County of Ventura Hu-
man Services Agency) is there on the 
first Thursday of the month from 12-
2. No appointment is necessary and it’s 
for all veterans and their dependents.
 On Fridays from 11-12 they have a 
Ballroom Dancing Class. Donation of 
$5 per class. No partner necessary. In-
structors are Lana Flora and Art Grey-
cloud. Lana has extensive experience 
with the Arthur Murray Studios. 
 There are also quarterly Mature 
Drivers classes; they will also be offer-
ing free income tax help February 8- 
April 14 on Monday and Wednesday.
 The Santa Paula Senior Center is lo-
cated in the Community Center Build-
ing at 530 W. Main Street . Contact  Su-
san Williams Senior Coordinator, City 
of Santa Paula at 933-4226 ext 35 for 
further information. 
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SportsSchool
Public boating 
course 
scheduled at 
Ventura Harbor 
 The United States Power Squadron 
in conjunction with the Ventura Power 
Squadron is offering a 10 week Safe Boat-
ing Class. Registration for the next Safe 
Boating Class will be February 16 at the 
Ventura Yacht Club, 1755 Spinnaker 
drive at 7pm The class meets from 7:30 
till 9:30pm.
 Instructors will provide an introduc-
tion to safe boating, boat types and han-
dling, charting and navigation, Coast 
Guard and state regulations, use of ma-
rine radio, weather and other maritime 
topics. 
 The cost of the textbook and plotting 
materials is $60.00;  no pre – registration 
is required. A certificate of completion 
will be provided to all those who finish 
the course. There is a limit to the first 50 
people. The street address of the  Ventura 
Yacht Club is 1755 Spinnaker Dr.
 Families with children should seri-
ously consider the safety advantage of 
taking this course. For more informa-
tion, contact Hal Wilder at 484 -1602.

Ventura Black 
Widows-looking 
for a few good 
women
 Ladies are invited to  tryout and 
join the Ventura Black Widows, Ventura 
County’s only women’s full contact foot-
ball team for the 2010 season.  They are 
looking for ladies with no, little and even 
prior football experience.  You must be 
willing to learn football and have a great 
attitude.  All sizes and skill level are wel-
comed to attend.  The last dates of try-
outs are January  30 and 31.  The Black 
Widows practice at the Ventura Commu-
nity Park, 901 S. Kimball Rd in Ventura 
from 10am-1pm.  Please wear workout 
clothes, tennis shoes or cleats, a cur-
rent copy of your health insurance card, 
sports drink or water and a $55 fee. Each 
participant will receive a free t-shirt.  Be 
a part of the team as they battle against 
other clubs like the Calgary Rage and the 
Boise Broncos.  The season lasts from 
early April until late June.  For additional 
information checkout the team’s web site 
www.blackwidowsfootball.com.  They are 
also looking for volunteer coaches.
 The Ventura Black Widows is also 
hosting a bowling fundraiser on Sunday, 
January 24 from 4-7pm at the Ventura 
Bowling Center, 1888 E. Thompson Blvd., 
Ventura.  Join in, bowl or just relax and 
join a few members of the team as they 
put their bowling skills to the test.  The 
cost is $15 per person and that includes 
shoe rental as well.  A raffle will follow the 
bowling event.  For tickets or additional 
information please visit their web site 
www.blackwidowsfootball.com.  If any 
company would like to donate items for 
the raffle please call Ahmad Newton at 
652-1460 or email infor@blackwidows-
football.com.

VC Basketball
Continued from page 1
 destroy the attorney-client documents.
 Macfarlane has called Bamieh’s mul-
tiple calls for dismissal delay tactics to 

Brooks 
Institute is open 
for March 
enrollment

Brooks Institute’s School of Film 
unveils its certificate program in Digital 
Cinema and has begun enrolling students 
to start in March . This 24-credit course is 
designed to be completed in four sessions 
over 32 weeks, preparing students for ca-
reers in the film industry, specifically the 
production and post-production fields. 
Students in this program will gain knowl-
edge of software and digital video editing 
while also exploring emerging digital 
camera systems such as the Red One and 
high definition, broadcast-quality com-
puter video editing systems.

“The Digital Cinema Certificate 
program is an immersion into cinema-
tography and post production (editing) 
building on the traditions and academic 
excellence of our film program and our 
current BFA,” said Film Program Direc-
tor Glynn Beard. “It does not surpass the 
BFA in film but rather offers a unique 
opportunity for an individual to become 
skilled in the areas of cinematography 
and editing in a period of eight months.”

This program emphasizes digital 
workflow as well as the skills required to 
become an HD specialist and colorist.

This program is open to profession-
als looking to expand in their field and 
high school graduates ready to get a taste 
of what the film industry has to offer. 
All classes from the Digital Cinema cer-
tificate program are transferable into the 
BFA program if a student would wish to 
continue his/her studies. Those interest-
ed in learning more about Brooks Insti-
tute’s Digital Cinema Certificate program 
can contact an admissions representative 
at  276-4999.

SBBCollege 
Ventura is now 
offering free 
GED Prep 
Classes
 Santa Barbara Business College in 
Ventura has established a free GED prep-
aration program. This program is open 
to any Ventura County resident age 18 
years or older. Students in the program 
attend individualized tutoring sessions, 
take practice tests, and receive counseling 
support towards earning their GED.
 Over the last few years, SBBCollege in 
Ventura has noticed a growing number 
of adult students applying to the school 
without a high school diploma. While 
the College accepts students without 
diplomas in some circumstances, many 
individuals were being left behind. “We 
felt a need in the community to do more 
to help those without high school di-
plomas,” says Matthew Johnston, Santa 
Barbara Business College President. With 
Ventura County’s high school drop-out 
rate around 20% and roughly 9% of Ven-
tura households with no high school di-
ploma, SBBC decided to offer a free GED 
prep program in addition to the College’s 
regular degree and career-training pro-
grams.
 “I’m glad that we can offer the GED 
prep program, especially because we 

A wide variety 
of short-term 
classes

Ventura College Community Educa-
tion is now accepting enrollments in a 
wide variety of short-term classes, work-
shops, and seminars beginning over the 
next few months. 

Fast track job training classes in high 
demand fields include: Introduction to 
Veterinary Assisting, Fiber Optics In-
staller, Medical Coding for Beginners, 
Pharmacy Technician Training, Physical 

Ventura 
Unified receives 
first plug-in 
hybrid electric 
school bus in 
Southern 
California
 Ventura Unified School District stu-
dents will now ride around in a state-of-
the-art plug-in hybrid electric school bus, 
the first in Southern California.  The new 
bus replaces a polluting, 1977 model, and 
is one of the first commercially available 
plug-in hybrids.  The bus was unveiled by 
local elected officials at a ribbon cutting 
ceremony on Tuesday, January 26 at the 
Ventura Unified School District offices. 
 Plug-in hybrids are like super effi-
cient regular hybrid vehicles, but with 
larger batteries, advanced electronics, 
and a capacity to plug in to the grid, al-
lowing for the vehicles to partially run on 
clean electricity.  Electric motors are as 
much as three times as efficient as inter-
nal combustion engines and can be pow-
ered by renewable energy.  Thus a plug-in 
hybrid or electric vehicle that parks near 
and draws power from a building with 
solar panels can literally be “driving on 
sunshine.”  
 “We are thrilled to be the first district 
in Southern California to have a plug-in 
hybrid bus,” said Dr. Trudy T. Arriaga, Su-
perintendent of Ventura Unified School 
District. “The bus reflects our commit-
ment to being a green school district, as 
we ensure safe and healthy learning en-
vironments for our students.  Ventura 
Unified School District is on the cutting 
edge of providing safe, healthy, and envi-
ronmentally sound transportation to our 
students.”   
 “While school buses are first to the 
market, consumer plug-in hybrid cars 
will soon be available from many manu-
facturers,” explained Michael Chiacos, 
Transportation Specialist at the Com-
munity Environmental Council.  “Plug-
in hybrids and electric cars are the largest 
revolution in a century of vehicles.   As 
electric motors are three times as efficient 
as gasoline motors, and can be powered 
by renewable electricity, plug-in cars will 
help us transition to a future free from 
dependence on imported fossil fuels.”
 Representatives from Ventura Unified 
School District, the Community Environ-
mental Council, and the Ventura County 
Air Pollution Control District gave brief 
remarks and answered questions at the 
ribbon cutting ceremony.  

Therapy Aide Training, Electronic Medi-
cal Records, and Energy Auditor Training 
for BPI (Building Performance Institute) 
Certification. 
 In addition, business owners will 
want to enroll in Social Media Market-
ing for Small Business, Build Your Own 
Business Website and Save, and Quick-
books® for Beginners, as well as Con-
tinuing Quickbooks®. 
 Popular culinary classes include: Beer 
and Food Pairing at the Crowne Plaza, 
Greek Cooking with Lynn Mikelatos, 
Gourmet Olive Oil Tasting and Food and 
Wine Pairing at the Sidecar. 
 Community Education also offers a 
wide assortment of more than 250 online 
classes to meet the needs of busy profes-
sionals, parents, and others desiring an 
alternative to classroom instruction. 
 Community Education classes are 
self supporting and do not confer college 
credits. 
 For information about these classes 
and more, please go to communityed.
venturacollege.edu or call 654-6459. 

heard from our students that some of 
the adult schools had waiting lists,” Para-
Education Coordinator Alissa Whiteley 
said. “The GED test can be daunting for a 
lot of students, especially those who have 
been out of school for many years. We 
help them with their fundamental read-
ing and math skills, as well as the other 
subjects on the exam. We felt it was im-
portant to offer a personalized approach 
to help them succeed.”
 SBBCollege in Ventura is located at 
4839 Market Street. Founded in 1888, 
Santa Barbara Business College trains 
students for careers in Business Adminis-
tration, Paralegal, Criminal Justice, Medi-
cal Office Systems, Medical Assisting, and 
other in-demand fields.
 For more information, contact Alissa 
Whiteley at  339-2999 x1216.
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Mailbox
Continued from pae 3
Committee.  Finally, the city council has 
not given the actual “savings” of clos-
ing the library.  It is likely that the city 
will actually lose money by Wright’s 
closing.  Wright Library generates about 
1.2 million in property tax and its total 
expenditures were far below that, about 
$640,000.  
Barbara and Larry Hilburn
Ventura

Dear Editor, 
 It behooves me to comment on the 
closing of the Helen Wright Library, 
which represents a very horrendous loss 
to the health of our community.  Not 
only is it stealing away from our children 
the vital support of educational tools 
(that will greatly enhance their futures 
and ability to compete in the world’s 
competitive market) but will make it al-
most impossible and difficult to access 
convenient and safe access to the educa-
tional benefits that Wright Library has 
made available over the years.
 When Helen Wright generously do-
nated the funds to establish the library, 
it was her intention to leave a legacy that 
would live on into the future to benefit, 
not only our youth, but old and young 
alike, who have accessed this priceless 
gem, not only to learn, but to enjoy and 
satisfy the love for learning that contrib-
utes so much to the joys of life.
 I find it very troubling that the City 
could even consider closing the library 
and destroying Helen Wright’s legacy 
that was intended to live on in our com-
munity. It is cruel, it is mean, it is foolish 
and it is shortsighted.  If the City has so 
little regard for Helen Wright, I wonder if 
will treat Helen Yunker or any other phi-
lanthropist in the same despicable and 
ungrateful fashion.
 Does the City really care about what 
is best for its citizenry?  Or, will they pur-
sue this closure action that will prove just 
the opposite?
Helen Yunker
Ventura

Breeze:
 My name is Maya Tamang, I’m 12 
years old and have gone to Wright Library 
practically my whole life. I’ve read the 
books, done Paws for Reading, worked 
for community service, and helped at 
book sales and fundraisers.
 At Foster Library, I find it hard to 
find anything. They have the paper backs 
and hard backs separated, which I find 
rather unnecessary. It just makes it that 
much more difficult to find a book (in 
my opinion). The parking is also a major 
flaw. It’s always hard to find a parking 
spot now that Wright Library is tempo-
rarily closed.
 Wright Library is easy to access, has 
good parking, a larger children’s section 
and I think an easier to understand shelv-
ing system. 
 I feel much safer at Wright Library 
than at Foster Library. The location is 
better, isn’t as intimidating, and in a safer 
part of town. There also aren’t homeless 
people coming in and out to use the re-
stroom. That seems rather scary to me. 
My mother wouldn’t feel comfortable 
leaving me there, and I wouldn’t want to. 

I would, however, stay at Wright Library 
on my own.
 I feel that the environment is better 
situated to kids at Wright. The staff feels 
friendlier, and there’s even a children’s 
librarian who knows me by name and 
knows my taste in books. The location 
of Foster is also a problem. For people on 
the East end especially. They won’t want 
to bother driving all the way downtown 
to check out a few books. If I lived on the 
East end, I would not want to drive so far 
away; it wastes time and gas. 
 Please consider reopening Wright Li-
brary, it would benefit the whole town.
Sincerely,
Maya Tamang

[Mis]perceptions 
at the Visions 
Gallery in 
Ventura

Photographer Ricardo Rodríguez 
presents [Mis]perceptions, an exhibit of 
photographs in which Rodríguez uses 
his imagery skills to shift the viewers 
perception of ordinary objects so that a 
new reality is revealed which changes the 
essence or meaning of the object and, in 
his own way, transforms the truth. This 
unique display will be on exhibit at the 
Visions Gallery in the Marriott Ventura 
Beach, located at 2055 E. Harbor Blvd., 
from Feb. 11 – April 7, 2010 with an artist 
reception from 5 – 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 11.

“I question the ordinary, finding al-
ternate realities in every day objects. I 
seek to shake perceptions of reality by 
use of size, scale, title, and the isolation of 
the object from its typical presentation,” 
says Rodríguez.  Rodríguez was born in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. He studied pho-
tography at the University of Puerto 
Rico, where he obtained his Bachelor of 

John Ferritto
Continued from page 10
blooming flowers, eye catching archi-
tecture and other works of precious and 
wholesome moments. Ferrito takes you 
on a personal tour of what catches his 
eye; beauty in life’s simplicity.
Ferritto’s appreciation and study of pho-
tography began while growing up in New 
York City, wandering through museums, 
galleries and with two uncles who taught 
him composition and form.  

A resident of Ventura for many years, 
Ferritto has won awards at in the Ventura 
County Fair, Ventura City Photo Compe-
tition, Ojai Art Center and Buenaventura 
Art Association. 

Throughout 2007 to 2009 he has 
exhibited with the Buenaventura Art 
Association.

Ferritto’s camera gives him a sense of 
artistic accomplishment, filling his soul 
with the desire to create. Ferritto states 
my work is “largely focused on the aes-
thetic or abstract value of an image irre-
spective of any other concerns.”  .

The Harbor Village Gallery is located 
at 1591 Spinnaker Dr., Ventura Harbor 
Village, next to the big lawn. Open every-
day except Tuesday from 12 to 5 p.m. For 
more information, call the gallery at 644-
2750 or visit www.harborvillagegallery.
com or www.buenaventuragallery.org. 

keep the case from moving forward.
As for Bamieh’s next move, he has 

stated he will review the court transcripts 
with an appellate law attorney to deter-
mine if he will appeal.

Winslow has been embroiled within a 
number of illegal practices.  He has been 
accused of falsely registering students as 
in-state students enabling them to pay 
lower tuition and giving them eligibility 
for scholarship funds not accessible for 
out-of-state students.  Investigators have 
also unearthed information around a se-
ries of offenses pertaining to housing for 
student athletes.  

A number of student athletes used 
Winslow’s address as their mailing ad-
dress.  Student athletes have accused 
Winslow of opening and tampering with 
their mail.

In addition, questionable recruiting 
tactics employed by Winslow have also 
come under scrutiny.  

Arts degree in 2007. While he was com-
pleting his BA, he had the opportunity 
to have three solo exhibitions in galler-
ies and museums.  He is living in Ven-
tura, where he is working on his Master 
of Fine Arts in Photography degree at 
Brooks Institute.

Harbor Patrol Blotter
Continued from page 12
Patrol, who also investigated, but could 
not locate a source either.
Jan. 14 10:38 a.m. VIM reports that 
their laundry machines were broken into. 
Patrol and PD responded. It appears that 
someone used a pry bar to remove the 
change receivers. PD handled the crime 
report.
2:10 p.m. Patrol observed an unmarked 
weather buoy in the Pierpont Basin. Pa-
trol contacted Vessel Assist, who towed 
the buoy into the Harbor.
Jan. 16 6:50 a.m. The Dockmaster con-
tacted a tow company to remove a vehicle 
that had been warned and cited for being 
stored in the HV parking lot. 
9:17 p.m. In their continuing effort to 
discourage fires on the beach, Patrol made 
contact with the owner of a truck that 
had pallets in the back and advised him 
that no fires are allowed on the beach.
Jan. 10 10:40 a.m. Patrol responded to 
a report of a dog bite at Harbor Cove. The 
victim suffered a small puncture wound. 
Patrol located the dog and its owner and 
escorted them back to Harbor Cove. Pa-
trol assisted the victim in issuing a Pri-
vate Persons Arrest to cite and release 
the dog’s owner for having the dog off a 
leash.
PD= police department
PWC = personal watercraft
FCC = fire control center ( county dis-
patch )
VIM = Ventura Isle Marina
HV = Harbor Village (both Marina and 
shops)

Strike a pose
Continued from page 9
 In addition to the more than 20 mod-
els, the show will also include dance acts, 
elaborate props and lighting and local 
Derby Daryln girls on roller skates selling 
raffle tickets.
 Jones who is also owner of the local 
costume shop Wenches and Warriors has 
described the event as “a mind-blowing 
two hours.”
 Jones said she is excited and inspired by 
the ever-growing participation in the event.  
 “The amount of collaboration from 
talented local people is so great,” said 
Jones.  “There is such a range of people – 
all ages and backgrounds – involved.”
 In line with the theme, the organiz-
ing group has chosen a handful of local 
“angels and saints” who will also strut 
their stuff on the catwalk.
 Those VIPs selected include Matt 
Cooper the founder of Food on Wheels; 
Mayor Bill Fulton; Gwendolyn Allen who 
is part of a local bicycle troop that rides 
for environmental awareness; Alec Loorz 
an El Camino High School freshman 
who started the environmental nonprofit 
Kids Vs. Global Warming; and Chris Ve-
lasco  from the WAV Project.
 According to Jones VIP models have 
been asked to come dressed “as they 
would when performing their local saint-
ly duties.”  They will also be adorned with 
halos and wings made by local artists 
such as Robert LaMarch.  
 Harding is creating a set of wings 
constructed almost entirely from hair.
 “They are all from hair extension cli-
ents,” said Harding.  “I’ve cut all different 
shades and lengths of hair to look like 
feathers.”
 A sneak peak performance event will 
take place at 9:30 p.m. at Paddy’s on Jan. 
29.  A kick-off party will be hosted at Can-
dlelight on Feb. 4.  
 Doors for the fashion show on Feb. 6 
open at 6 p.m. with the show beginning 
at 8 p.m.  Tickets range from $15-$35.  
Tickets and more information can be 
found at www.fashionweekventura.com.

Reinventing
Continued from page 1
 services. It has become increasingly ap-
parent that we can’t go on doing business 
the way we have always done it. It’s too 
expensive. 
 We have to try to pay for part of this 
problem by increasing revenue; and we 
have to try to pay for part of it by decreas-
ing costs, especially employee compensa-
tion, which accounts for 65 percent of 
our costs. But the big leap – the transfor-
mative leap – will come only if we figure 
out new and innovative ways to get things 
done, rather than simply relying on busi-
ness as usual.
 We committed ourselves to taking 
this one on in a big way in 2010. Look for 

a lot of ideas coming from the staff; and 
probably some special council workshops 
to discuss them.
 Reinventing the way we do business is 
likely to be a long-term strategy, however; 
it’s not going to balance the budget this 
year. I’m proud of the fact that we’ve at-
tacked our budget problems head-on. 
In the face of declining revenue, we have 
actually continued to balance the bud-
get. Some of this has come from cutting 
services, and some has come from cut-
ting costs.
 So the council didn’t reach consen-
sus on which should be the priority in 
the short run – eliminating additional 
programs or cutting employee compen-
sation. We did agree that we’ll probably 
have to do both – neither one or the oth-
er can probably get us there – and that 
we’ll be facing some tough choices in the 
year ahead.
 I’ll talk more about reinventing pub-
lic services  and about how we might 
promote greater prosperity – in the 
State of the City address on February 1 
at City Hall.
Breeze:
 The public is invited to Mayor Bill Fulton’s 
State of the City address.
 He will present the annual State of the City 
address in Council Chambers at City Hall on 
Monday, Feb. 1 at 6 p.m. The address will be 
followed by a brief reception before the Council 
meeting begins at 7 p.m.
 In the presentation, titled “Ventura’s De-
fining Moment: Creating A Prosperous and 
Sustainable Future,” Mayor Fulton will dis-
cuss leadership themes related to enduring 
prosperity, sustainable fiscal management for 
the city, and ecological sustainability for the 
community.
 The State of the City address on February 
1 will be broadcast live on Channel 15 within 
Ventura city limits, and rebroadcast thereafter. 
It can also be accessed online by visiting the 
City’s website at www.cityofventura.net and 
clicking “Video.”
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 Blooming Gardens is an all in one 
professional landscape and  design team 
composed of husband and wife Jeremy 
and Michelle Walker and a loyal team who 
believe in hard work, ethics and loyalty. 
 With more than 20 years of experience 
their prices are low and their quality high. 
 Blooming Gardens have been creat-
ing amazing gardens and outdoor living 
spaces for the greater part of a decade.  
Michelle always being one with nature, 
created Blooming Gardens in 1989 in 
La Canada /Flintridge where she lived at 
the time
 They also install underground water-
ing systems that uses 60% less water. As a 
community we need to strive for  change 
together in using less of our water. Start 
the new year off right, “change ” your 
high water consumption ways by install-
ing drought tolerant plants and trees and  
stop wasting precious water.
 Pierpont Racquet Club chose Bloom-
ing Gardens to install an eco-friendly 
landscape design which was completed in 
November 2009.   Drought tolerant plant-
ings were used throughout the main en-
trances as well as their  sub-surface water-
ing systems
 Michelle stated “ It was great work-
ing with Spencer Garrettt, Kerri Anderson 
and  Kati Escallier on this project. They 
where very concerned about running an 
eco-friendly environment and to save on 
water use.
 “We created a natural dry river bed as 
well,  When were given the opportunity 
to collect the boulders for the design 
from Spencer’s childhood school in 
Ojai, we jumped on that.  The Ojai Valley 
Preparatory School in upper Ojai was so 
very kind to allow us to collect and reuse 
these boulders This allows us to collect 
any unwanted sediment that could run 
into our ocean.”

Blooming Gardens right here in 
Ventura

 Blooming Gardens  have been featured 
in 3 issues of Sunset Magazine.  
 January 2007 “Lawn less in Ventura” a 
water wise garden!
 November 2007 “Crafty Makeover” a cre-
ative couple turns a  nondescript front yard 
into a tiny oasis to match their house!
 Best of Sunset- special edition  March-
June 2009  
 At the 2005 Ventura County Fair they 
were awarded best of show, best original 
design, best use of water in the Profession-
al Landscape Division. 
 They also are giving back to the com-
munity, which they value greatly:  “As we 
have been blessed, we have been able to 
give back as well. We have been given the 
opportunity to participate in sponsoring 
what we think are some of the most im-
portant fundraisers throughout the com-
munity, including:
 Earth day: a fun learning day for every-
one to support our local charter schools
Midtown community: to preserve the re-
spects of our needs as a community. 
 Ventura High school Sports program: 
To give kids the opportunity to excel.
 Spanish Hills Golf Tournament: fund-
raiser for the Ventura Girls Traveling Soc-
cer Team.
 CDVA Vet fund 2009 Memorial Day 
Golf Tournament. 
 Michelle went on to say, “We would 
like to begin the New Year by thanking 
all of you who have supported Blooming 
Gardens, as we have appreciated so many 
fun years and opportunities that our com-
munity has shared with us. Go Green and 
have a Blooming New Year”
 They are a licensed ( no. 833887) and 
insured contractor that can help you cre-
ate your dream retreat and to stay one 
with nature. Visit  www.bloominggardens.
biz to see their work or call 643-3139  to 
speak with Michelle.

Business Spotlight

Pattie Braga has worked at Ventura County 
Credit Union for five years

Pattie Braga 
appointed to 
2-year term on 
PDAP Board
 Pattie Braga, Community Develop-
ment Manager with Ventura County 
Credit Union was recently appointed to a 
two year term as a Board Member of the 
Palmer Drug Abuse Program of Ventura 
County (PDAP).  PDAP is the County’s 
only non-residential treatment center for 
at-risk youth providing drug and alcohol 
counseling services to students and fami-
lies regardless of their ability to pay.  The 
goal of PDAP is to reduce the number of 
teenagers in Ventura County who abuse 
alcohol and drugs; to intervene with 
youth most at risk of serious health, fam-
ily and legal problems due to substance 
abuse; and to collaborate with other agen-
cies in fostering healthy life-style choices 
by youth and in bringing a broad range of 
services for youth and families into each 
community. 
 Pattie Braga has worked at Ventura 
County Credit Union for five years as the 
Community Development Manager.  She 
has over 10 years of experience in the fi-
nancial field, having previously worked 
at Telesis Community Credit Union and 
San Diego County Credit Union.
 Ventura County Credit Union is the 
largest credit union headquartered in 
Ventura County, with five offices, nearly 
50,000 members and $483 million in as-
sets. It offers a complete line of loans, fed-
erally insured savings, 24-hour electronic 
access services and more. Call 800/ 339-
0496 or visit myvccu.org for more infor-
mation.

Venturan joins 
Beneflex
 Beneflex Insurance Services, Inc., 
with corporate headquarters located in 
Carpinteria, has announced that Ven-
turan  Michael  J. Cramer has recently 
joined the firm as its full-time Compli-
ance Officer.  Mr. Cramer is highly skilled 
in all aspects of employee benefits com-
pliance and offers his expertise and expe-
rience through HIPAA Privacy and Secu-
rity certification. 
 In addition to performing the pri-
mary function of compliance officer, Mr. 
Cramer will assist clients with benefits, 
general HR, and other government regu-
latory questions.  
 “With insurance laws such as CO-
BRA, HIPAA, and health care reform 
becoming more complex and intricate 
day-by-day, it’s imperative that a pro-
fessional benefits advisory firm have at 
its disposal a Compliance Officer who 
can sort through the clutter,” said Vick-
ie Williams, Beneflex Vice President of 
Operations. 
 Prior to joining Beneflex, Mr. Cramer 
served as the Product Movement Coordi-
nator for Allergan USA, he also worked 
as an Executive Assistant for Adecco and 
a legal assistant for a law office Fountain 
Valley. 
 Mr. Cramer earned his B.A. in Crimi-
nology, Law and Society from UC Irvine 
in 2004 and is a lifetime member of the 
Phi Betta Kappa Honors Fraternity.  In 
his spare time, he enjoys reading, listen-
ing to the radio, and playing chess and 
basketball. He is originally from central 
Los Angeles County and now resides in 
Ventura . 

VCCU is now 
on Main Street 
with its @ccess 
center
 Ventura County Credit Union mem-
bers now have convenient access to their 
accounts in the heart of the city; the cred-
it union has installed a unique inside/
outside ATM kiosk on Main Street in the 
City of Ventura. 
 “We pride ourselves on being lo-
cal, and this is as local as it gets,” says Joe 
Schroeder, VCCU President/CEO. “More 
than ever, we are where our members are.” 

 Named the VCCU @ccess center, it 
consists of two ATMs located at 543 E. 
Main Street, next to the movie theater 
complex. The interior ATM is acces-
sible to anyone with a debit or ATM 
card from any financial institution and 
will operate from 6 am to 8 pm daily.  
It offers state-of-the-art ATM services, 
including “envelope-less” deposits and 
two interior snack vending machines. 
The exterior ATM will be available for 
cash withdrawals 24 hours a day. 
 VCCU is a participant in the CO-OP 
ATM Network, giving its members more 
than 28,000 free ATMs nationwide. The 
new @ccess center ATMs will be part of 
the network.
 A ribbon cutting grand opening cel-

ebration will be held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 9 at noon. Schroeder will be on hand 
to meet with visitors, as will credit union 
representatives and staff. New members 
joining at this event will have their mem-
bership fee waived.

Michael  J. Cramer joins insurance firm as Com-
pliance Officer

The Book 
Proposal: A 
three-part 
workshop 
 The California Literary Arts Society 
(CLAS) is sponsoring a three-part Book 
Proposal Workshop starting on Wednes-
day, February 3, and continuing on 
February 10 and 17. The sessions will 
be held from 7 to 9 p.m. at Bank of 
Books, 748 E. Main Street in Ventura. 
 The workshop will include de-
tailed instruction on how to prepare 
the proposal. As it will be interactive 
with time for questions and answers, 

authors will receive individual help. 
The goal will be for each participant to 
complete their proposal by the end of 
the workshop. 
 Even before they begin writing 
their book, an outline of the proposal 
could be written as a guide to what 
needs to be included. This could save 
authors the process of reworking and 
rewriting.  
 The workshop leader is Mary Em-
bree, the founder of CLAS and SPAWN. 
She is a literary consultant, editor, and 
author of several books.
 The fee for all three sessions is $25 
for CLAS members and $50 for non-
members. Individual sessions are $10 
and $20. Nonmembers may join CLAS 
and pay the member fee. All proceeds 
go to the California Literary Arts Soci-
ety. Website: www.literaryarts-ca.org. 
 As seating is limited, paid reserva-
tions should be made in advance and 
sent to CLAS, P.O. Box 782, Ventura, 
CA 93002. For more information, e-
mail maryembree@sbcglobal.net or 
call 643-3385. 
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Social Media – 
amazing facts 
and figures
by Peter K. Godinez
Social Media Sales Hero

If you had any doubts about the pow-
er and legitimacy of Social Media in get-
ting business results the following facts 
and figures will put your mind at ease.
The big question that many business peo-
ple are rightfully asking is “what is the re-
turn on investment (ROI) for Social Me-
dia”.  Here are some numbers and quotes 
that will encourage you in your business 
so you can get started or continue to de-
velop in social media.
Over 300,000 businesses have a pres-
ence on Facebook
Companies with the highest level of so-
cial media usage grew on the average of 
positive 18%, while companies with the 
least amount of usage grew an average of 
negative 6%.

The company Vaynerchuk invested 
$15,000 in direct mail providing 200 new 
customers.  Investing in Billboard cost 
$7,500 getting them 300 new customers.  
Using Twitter with a cost of $0 (zero dol-
lars) provided 1,800 new customers.

Dell sold 3 million dollars worth of 
computers on Twitter.

Radio took 28 years to reach 50 mil-
lion people; television took 13 years, in-
ternet 4 years, IPOD 3 years.  Facebook 
added 100 million users in 9 months.

If Facebook were a country it would 
be the 4th largest in population. 

78% of consumers trust peer recom-
mendations while only 14% trust adver-
tisements. 

34% of bloggers post their opinions 
on products and brands.  What are they 
saying about yours

71% of companies plan to increase 
investment in social media by an average 
of 40% because of the low cost market-
ing, getting traction and “they HAVE to 
do it.”

James Farley, Chief Marketing Officer  
of Ford quotes, “You can’t just say it.  You 
have to get the people to say it to each 
other”.  Ford spends 25% of its marketing 
budget on digital social media.  Ford is 
the only automobile company not to take 
a government loan.
It is no longer “word of mouth” but 
“world of mouth”

Having a huge budget doesn’t really 
mean anything in social media.  The old 
school saying “pay to play” is being trans-
formed into willingness to “play to play”
Social Media is now the #1 activity 
on the internet

Twitter has delivered 5 billion post-
ing (“tweets) since 2006
YouTube, Facebook and My Space 
collectively has over 250 million 
unique visits every month

The ABC broadcast station started 
in 1948.  If all the major stations (ABC, 
NBC, CBS) broadcasted 24/7/365 since 
that date, they would have equaled the 
amount of new content that was upload-
ed to YouTube in the last 2 months

LinkedIn has over 30 million users 
representing 130 industries.  In the fu-
ture, almost all jobs will be found by way 
of social media.

It is not the “bad” economy we 
need to focus but the “people driven” 
economy.

Huge thanks for the all source data 
shown which can be found at http://
www.socialnomics.com or http://www.
petergodinezsc.com . 

Coach’s Corner 

Winners never 
quit
by Coach Ron Tunick

 When we don’t get instant gratifica-
tion, we tend to give up.  And when we 
fail ourselves, we absolutely give up. 
The winning feeling is so fleeting, but 
knowing that you persevered stays with 
you for a lifetime.  Every time you set 
your mind on a goal and work towards 
that goal, you will carry an internal con-
fidence.  And that leads to better results. 
For thirty years I’ve worn a special ring on 
my right hand.  The ring says, “Winners 
never quit.”  I grew up with a dysfunc-
tional family, so I didn’t understand the 
importance of perseverance as a child.  I 
watched everyone around me give up.  I 
never knew any different.  But through 
sports teams, and the help of my coach-
es, I learned that the real winning in life 
comes through the ability to keep going.  
 It took me a long time to embrace 
the idea of never giving up.  Every time 
I hit a bump in the road, I wanted to call 
the whole thing off.  But then I learned 
the secret to winning: just don’t give up.  
Keep going.  Persevere.  Never give up.  
And that’s why I’ve worn this ring every 
day for thirty years.  Vince Lombardi said, 
“Once you learn to quit, it becomes a hab-
it.”  If you quit even the smallest tasks, 
this psychology will penetrate into every 
corner of your life.  And it all comes back 
to thinking.  If you are confronted with a 
challenge, whether major or minor, what 
do you do?  Maybe you haven’t been ex-
posed to the right mentors.  Maybe you 
haven’t learned how to win.  Maybe you 
haven’t gotten good counseling.  Well, 
guess what?  You have one way to make 
up for it: challenge yourself to right the 
wrongs in The Thinking Room.
 Only good things happen when you 
become part of Coach’s  Team “ The Busi-
ness of Life” on radio AM1400 KKZZ 

YMCA provides 
respite child 
care to military 
families 
 In a continued effort to meet the 
growing needs of military service mem-
bers, the Ventura Family YMCA will provide 
respite child care services to deployed Na-
tional Guard/Reservists and select military 
personnel. Underwritten by the Department 
of Defense (DoD), respite child care services 
are designed to provide licensed child care 
for children of deployed military personnel.  
 “The Ventura Family YMCA is pleased 
to support military families and the child 
care needs of deployed military person-
nel,” said Jacob Munyon, Child Care Di-
rector, Ventura Family YMCA. “Providing 
a nurturing environment for families and 
children is integral to the YMCA’s com-
mitment to child development and family 
strengthening.”
 Respite child care provides part-time, oc-
casional and licensed child care for children 
whose parent or guardian needs temporary 
respite from their role as primary caregiver 
in the absence of a deployed spouse. The 
care is intended for children who are 5 

by Tim Pompey

 The Ventura Music Festival selected a 
winner from its program of five perform-
ers during its third annual student jazz 
competition on Sunday, January 10 at 
the Laurel Theater. 
 This year, for the first time, students 
played live before a panel of judges. The 
winner was Christian Choh, a 17-year-old 
senior from Agoura High School, who 
wowed both the judges and audience 
with a stunning performance of the Ray 
Noble/Charlie Parker classic “Cherokee” 
on his alto sax. Playing the entire piece 
from memory, Choh provided a soulful 
and risk-taking rendition of the song 
with a sense of confidence traditionally 
practiced by sax players twice his age.
 As the winner, Choh received a five 
hundred-dollar scholarship check and 
will have an opportunity to be featured 
with Pete Escovedo during the Music 
Festival’s Latin Jazz Concert on Saturday, 
February 13, 8 P.M., at the Ventura High 
School Theater.
 Asked about artists who influenced 
his saxophone playing, Choh cited John 
Coltrane, Kenny Garrett, and someone 
else very special. “My brother played sax 
before I did,” he says. “I guess that’s one 
of the reasons why I got into the magic of 
it.” Choh plans to go to New York next 
year to study music.
 Why pick jazz as the theme for the 
Festival’s student competition? Accord-
ing to Mary Braitman, chair of the Fes-
tival’s Music Education Outreach, it had 
to do with broadening the Festival’s audi-
ence. “The last few years, the Festival has 
tried to widen its appeal to the people 
who like fine music. We decided several 
years back to include a crossover artist so, 

Five incredible young musicians Christian Choc, Rachel Flowers, Daniel Henry, Cindy Sithi-Am-
nuai and Cory Smith were all winners at the Ventura Music Festival student jazz competition. 
The inset photo is Christian Choh the first place winner.

Music Festival selects student jazz 
competition winner

for the last four years, we’ve scheduled a 
jazz concert in February. The first year we 
did this, we were asked to include some 
young people in the concert, and that’s 
where it started.”
 Normally, in the past, winners have 
been selected from student submissions 
of tapes or cds, but this year, one Educa-
tion Outreach board member, Charles 
Levin, pushed to include a live student 
performance. Levin, whose band Coda 
accompanied the student performers, 
was instrumental in pulling this off, both 
through his financial support and by 
bringing in an outstanding panel of judg-
es. Judges this year included jazz and clas-
sical pianist Jonathan Cooper, film score 
producer Eddie Arkin, and noted Afro-
Cuban percussionist Robert Fernandez.
 Choh was part of a bill of five stu-
dents selected for this year’s student 
competition. They ranged in age from 
fifteen to seventeen and came from as far 
north as Goleta and as far south as La-
guna Niguel. The other finalists includ-
ed: Second Place, pianist Rachel Flowers, 
age 16, from Oxnard, Third Place, alto 
saxophonist Daniel Henry, age 16, from 
Goleta, Fourth Place, pianist Cindy Sithi-
Amnuai, age 17, from Laguna Niguel, 
and Fifth Place, pianist Cory Smith, age 
15, from Westlake Village.
 Scholarship sponsors for the event in-
cluded Sandra and Jordan Laby, Charles 
Levin, and the Ventura Police Activities 
League. Bonnie and Don Carlton served 
as the event sponsors.
 Tickets can be purchased for the Lat-
in Jazz Concert in February and for the 
Ventura Music Festival in May at www.
venturamusicfestival.org. 

Miscellany

years of age up to 12 years of age.  
 This new service is part of a $31-million 
initiative launched in October 2008 with the 
Armed Services YMCA (ASYMCA) and the 
DoD to provide military families with access 
to youth development, family strengthen-
ing, and health and well-being programs at 
community YMCAs nationwide. Included 
in this contract is $5 million earmarked to 
underwrite respite child care in 10 states 
across the country, including California. 
 The ASYMCA-DoD Outreach Initia-
tive responds to a provision in the National 
Defense Authorization Act of 2008, which 
requires the Secretary of Defense to develop 
a plan to support military family readiness 
and to ensure that military family readiness 

programs and activities are available to all 
deployed National Guard and Reserve fami-
lies and select military personnel.
 “The YMCA has a distinguished record 
of supporting military service members and 
their families. The Ventura Family YMCA 
continues our commitment to military 
members and their families by offering a 
strong network of support,” said Munyon.
 Families interested in respite child care 
should contact Jacob Munyon 805-642-
2131 to inquire about availability. For more 
information about the ASYMCA-DoD Out-
reach Initiative and participating YMCAs, 
please visit www.ymca.net. 
 The Ventura Family YMCA is located at 
3760 Telegraph Rd.
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The Lighter Breeze

Solutions on page 20

Solutions on page 20

Sam and Silo

Hagar the Horrible

Arctic Circle

Crock

Beetle Bailey

Zits
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Ventura 
County Fairgrounds 

Swap Meet
Every Wednesday

7am to 2pm
Free Parking and Admission

Antiques • Collectibles 
Farmers’ Market

 Vendor Space Available
For Information call Sue Adams

818.590.5435
10 West Harbor Boulevard

www.snaauctions.com
Planning An Estate Sale?  

Call Sue Adams for a Free Consultation.

Movie TimeHealth
CMHS seminar 
on Feb. 6 to 
focus on 
Palliative Care

The public is invited to learn more 
about palliative care – a form of medical 
care dedicated to helping patients and 
their families cope with debilitating ill-
nesses – at a free seminar Community 
Memorial Health System is holding on 
Saturday, Feb. 6.

Charles Pankratz, M.D., who specializes 
in Internal Medicine and is board-certified 
in Hospice and Palliative Care Medicine, 
will lead the seminar that will be held from 
9 to 10:30 a.m. in the Soule Park banquet 
room at 1033 East Ojai Ave in Ojai.

Dr. Pankratz will discuss the principles 
of palliative care as it relates to its goals of 
treatment and managing symptoms to im-
prove a patient’s quality of life regardless of 
the prognosis. When a patient and family 
experience a debilitating illness, palliative 
care is available to provide comprehensive 
support, matching therapy with the poten-
tial for restoring health and function.

Dr. Pankratz received his medical de-
gree from the University of California 
at Davis and completed an internship as 
well as a residency is Internal Medicine 
at Harbor UCLA Medical Center in Tor-
rance. He is on staff at Community Me-
morial Hospital in Ventura.

Admission is free, but space is limited, 
so reservations are suggested. Call 640-
2355, or visit www.cmhshealth.org/rsvp.

This event is co-sponsored by the Ro-
tary Club of Ojai.

How do I 
communicate 
with someone 
suffering from 
memory 
impairment?
 People with dementia may ask the 
same questions repeatedly, believing they 
have not asked before.  For the mem-
ory impaired person, each time is the 
first time.
Reminders that he or she has already 
asked that question will not help and 
may serve to agitate the person.  
 Your first motto should be: be kind, 
don’t remind.   Memory loss is not 
something you can control, therefore, 
you should never confront, correct or 
reason with someone who is suffering 
from impaired memory.  Asking ques-
tions that depend on memory may 
only heighten their stress and yours. 
Compassionate communication is the 
key here, so keep it simple.  Give short 
explanations and never provide several 
options in the same sentence.  Valida-
tion is crucially important in preserv-
ing ones dignity and is a far kinder 
method than correcting.  Be patient, 
cheerful and reassuring and, no mat-
ter what, do not take it personally.  
To learn more about Áegis’ nationally 
recognized dementia program, “Life’s 
Neighborhood ™”, visit them at www.
AegisofVentura.com or call Micki Rick-
ard  at Áegis of Ventura 650-114.  

Review of The 
Lovely Bones
by Tim Pompey

★ ★ ★

Starring Saoirse Ronan, Mark Walhberg, Ra-
chel Weisz, Stanley Tucci

Currently Playing at Century 10 and 16

 Movies about the dead influencing 
the lives of the living are certainly not 
new. “Field of Dreams,” “Ghost,” and 
“The Sixth Sense” immediately come to 
mind. What’s unique about this film is 
the stark contrast between the shifting 
purgatory inhabited by a young mur-
dered girl and the torn reality of her 
mourning family. It’s an experiment 
in technology and story telling that is 
strange and uneven in parts, yet, in the 
end, quite compelling.
 The story opens with the admission 
by the narrator, Susie Salmon (Ronan) 
that, at age 14, she was murdered by 
her next door neighbor, George Har-
vey (Tucci). The film then backtracks 
to describe the murder before break-
ing off into two stories: Susie’s attempt 
from beyond the dead to maintain 
contact with her family, and her fam-
ily’s attempt to solve her murder. It’s a 
long journey to get through these sto-
ries; bouncing back and forth between 
purgatory and earth as the father, Jack 
Salmon (Walhberg), then the youngest 
daughter, Lindsey (Rose McIver) begin 
to piece together clues that eventually 
cause them to confront Harvey with his 
crime. It’s not always a smooth process. 
There are problems with chronology, 

plot devices, and characters that caused 
me to scratch my head. Sometimes his-
trionic and heavy-handed; still, I never 
lost interest.
 Why? Two reasons actually. First, up 
and coming British actress Ronan pro-
vides a wonderful performance as Susie 
the murdered teenager conflicted by the 
pull she feels toward heaven and her de-
termination to bring her killer to justice. 
I questioned the acting of some of the 
players in this film, especially Susan Sara-
ndon as Grandma Lynn. However, when 
the story focuses on Ronan, it snaps back 
and remains suspenseful. Ronan is a tal-
ented actress and her portrayal of Susie is 
quite believable. 
 Second, the touch by director Peter 
Jackson, even with a questionable script, 
remains sharp. Somehow, he manages to 
keep the story moving, even when I want-
ed to stop the film for a moment and yell:  
Say what? Too late, Jackson has moved 
to the next piece of the puzzle. Give him 
credit. He knows how to blend human 
emotion with technology and keep the 
pace brisk.
 The basic test of this movie really 
is whether or not it’s able to maintain 
audience interest. After all, it’s a movie 
about serial killing, yet is suffused with 
light from the great beyond. Can you 
tell a story like this and keep people en-
gaged? In this case, even with the films 
many flaws, the answer is yes. It’s still a 
cut above most ghost stories and an in-
triguing portrayal of the afterlife. Shape 
shifting, symbolic, picturesque, and rich 
in detail. I think whether or not you en-
joy it will depend on which story you fo-
cus on. I recommend keeping your eyes 
on Susie. Those big blue eyes really did 
hold me on the edge of my seat.
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Monday and Tuesday – Extra large,
 one topping $10.99

Free Delivery
1700 E. Thompson 

Ventura
805.648.1070

COUPON!
$3 off 

Medium, large or 
extra large.

Get 50c OFF 
any 6-inch 
or $1 OFF a 
Footlong!

(Offer does not 
apply to $5 footlongs)

(Coupon expires 2/28/2010
One coupon per visit)

Catering 
Special

Dozen free cookies or 
$5 off when you order 

a medium or large 
platter.

(Coupon expires 2/28/2010
One coupon per visit)

5100 Telegraph Road, Ventura   805.644.4440
(Next to Ventura College)

Ventura Breeze Service Directory
Real Estate Architect

Would you like new and more customers? Then place your horizontal business card in the Ventura Breeze Service Directory. Only $200 for 6 issues. 
Just contact advertising@venturabreeze.com or call 653-0791 for further information and to place your ad.

Mail Boxes

Ventura Breeze 
in the news
 Every Monday the Ventura Breeze 
will be featured on the Coach Ron Tu-
nick radio program on AM1400KKZZ. 
We will be on from 4-4:30 pm and pub-
lisher Sheldon Brown will co-host with 
the Coach while Shooting Da Breeze.
 We will talk about local news and 

events and have interesting local guests. 
On the first show, on January 18 our 
guest was Jim Duran Executive Direc-
tor of Cypress Place Senior Living and 
on January 25 it was Angel Cottrell, 
Client Services Director from Wom-
en’s Economic Ventures(WEV) from 
where our own Nanci Cone recently 
graduated.

So listen in to hear some news and 
wonderful guests.

Dume Room
BIG Breakfast Special
 February 1 - 5, Complete Breakfast with Juice and Coffee, $6.95

With Hostess Kris Pustina Haldane, formerly of Franky’s

456 E Main Street  (805) 643-6300


