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If...
 If the City falls too far behind on 
it’s rent they will get a 30 day no-
tice and then the sheriff will come 
and kick us all out and the 21.1 
acres will be auctioned off to the 
highest bidder who will probably 
build 214,000 condos.
 (Only kidding folks, so don’t 
call city hall.)

 On November 26 the Faith Commu-
nities Subcommittee of the Ventura So-
cial Service Task Force hosted the One City, 
One Meal Thanksgiving Day lunch at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall in Downtown 
Ventura. All of the wonderful food was pre-
pared by restaurants in Downtown Ventura. 
 Families and individuals alike gathered 
around a table and shared meals with their 
Venturan neighbors at the second annual 
One City Thanksgiving Day celebration.
 “In the traditions of old this day is 

VC English 
composition 
students think 
green
by Tim Pompey

  It’s a college level English Compo-
sition class. Not a place you would nor-
mally associate with environmental con-
cerns. But this is not your typical English 
class. These students have been encour-
aged to be both creative and proactive. 
For instructor Gwendolyn Alley, this is by 
design. “I require them as part of their es-
say to design something that would allow 
them to be proactive in their community. 
Not only pursuing ideas on paper, but 
giving them a sense of empowerment and 
letting them experience what happens 
when you give something back.”
 As a result, these English students 
are launching what they call “Eco-Fest,” 
on Thursday, December 3, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. in the Ventura College quad 
area. A “Save Santa Bike Ride,” Friday, 
December 4, leaves the College from the 
corner of Day Road and Telegraph at 5pm 
and heads downtown to join the First Fri-
day ArtRide. Not surprisingly, these stu-
dents affectionately refer to themselves as 
“Eco-Pirates.”
 Inspired by their readings from Chris 
Carlsson’s “Nowtopia: How Pirate Pro-
grammers, Vacant Lot Gardeners and 
Outlaw Bicyclists Are Inventing the Fu-
ture Today,” students have done research 
on problems which concern them, reflect-
ed on possible solutions, created blogs, 
and organized the day’s activities over the 
last few weeks of the semester. This year, 
student presentations encourage cycling, 
gardening, and ocean rescue.
 Alley is no stranger to activism. 
Known to many in Ventura for her 
unique poetry and art presentations, she 
regularly participates in a number of cre-
ative community projects, including the 
Ventura Bicycle Union, bicycle art rides, 
VC Cool (a climate action organization), 
and various forms of habitat restoration.
 Eco-Fest and Save Santa focus on 
three different areas: biking, gardening, 
and preservation of the Channel Islands. 
Students within each of these groups are

Continued on page 2

Roving City 
fire engine and 
downtown 
police foot 
patrols 
eliminated
 Because of the large reduction in city 
revenues  the Ventura City Council has 
voted 6-1 to eliminate funding at the end 
of the year for the roving city fire engine 
and downtown police foot patrols.
 Council members said  that they 
had no choice after voters rejected 
a 1/2 sales tax increase in the recent 
elections.
 “Because that didn’t pass, this is 
one of those hard decisions we have to 
make to live within our means,” Mayor 
Christy Weir said of Measure A. “We are 
sorry we have to do this.”
 Councilman Ed Summers, who will 
be succeeded on the council by Council-
man Mike Tracy, remained hopeful the 
services could be resumed.
 “I am hoping these are only tempo-
rary measures,” he said. “This is a tough 
decision.”
 Councilman Jim Monahan was the 
lone no vote. 
 The move may save money, but the 
loss of the three-person fire crew will 
hurt response times to emergencies, 
said Ben Davis. Before the vote, Davis 
urged the council to preserve fund-
ing. He said the engine, which moves 
between station houses around town 
to fill gaps in coverage, has helped re-
duce overall response times by 10 per-
cent and costs about a third of a fully 
staffed station.
 City firefighters union president 
Ben Davis said “This will be a huge loss, 
please, fund what matters most.”
 It costs approximately $180,000 an-
nually for the roving medic engine .

about generosity and sharing, about one 
sharing a table with another,” according to 
Jesse Giglio, Mission Pastor at Ventura Mis-
sionary. “It’s not a hand out but an expres-
sion of solidarity.”
 Wonderful volunteers donated their 
time to help the event be a big success in-
cluding, but not limited to, Mayor Christy 
Weir, Councilman Neal Andrews, City Man-
ager Rick Cole, County Supervisor Steve 
Bennett and from Community Services 
Cary Glenn.

Gwendolyn Alley, instructor in English Com-
position at Ventura College , assists her stu-
dents as they plan and implement their Eco-
Fest projects.

One City, One Meal Thanksgiving 
Day lunch a big success

Peace march 
held downtown
 Lead by Dr. Robert Dodge and wife 
Joan a “peace march” was recently held in 
downtown Ventura.
 Dr. Dodge is a local family physician 
and the President of Ventura County Phy-
sicians for Social Responsibility.  In 2002, 
Dr. Dodge helped organize Citizens for 
Peaceful Resolutions, a grass roots co-
alition in Ventura County, who work to 
build a just, sustainable, and peaceful 
global society.  



Ventura Breeze                                                                              www.venturabreeze.com                                                                          Y our Hom etown P aper                               

2 Wednesday, December 2, 2009 Ventura Breeze      

805.650.6600 PSC 6291

Holiday Inn Express
FREE Parking at the Holiday Inn parking lot

1080 Navigator Dr., Ventura
e-tickets online at www.venturashuttle.com

805.650.6600 805.650.6600 PSC 6291PSC 6291805.650.6600 805.650.6600 805.650.6600 

Depart Ventura
4:30am • 6:30am • 8:30am  • 10:45am • 1pm • 

3:15pm • 5:30pm • 7:30pm 
•Oxnard departs 15 minutes later.

•No departures: 7:30pm Vta, 7:45pm Oxn,
9:30pm LAX-on Saturdays only.

Depart LAX
6:30am • 8:30am • 11am • 1pm • 3:15pm • 

5:30pm • 7:30pm •  9:30pm

Let us be your sleigh ride 
to the airport...

Happy Holiday Discount!

$30.00 one way for travel 

before January 1st.

Round trip $60.00

4:30am • 6:30am • 8:30am  • 10:45am • 1pm • 

$30.00 one way for travel 

before January 1st.

Round trip $60.00

Let us be your sleigh ride Let us be your sleigh ride 
to the airport...to the airport...

Let us be your sleigh ride Let us be your sleigh ride 

Happy Holiday Discount!

1076 E. Front St., Ventura
(805) 643 - HULA

Taking reservations for 

HOLIDAY PET PORTRAITS, 

Call for info.

The Pet Psychic
Walk-in appointments 
every Wednesday 4 - 6 pm

Aloha Dog Grooming
Voted a Ventura County Favorite

1076 E. Front St., Ventura
(805) 643 - HULA

Taking reservations for 

HOLIDAY PET PORTRAITS, 

Call for info.

The Pet Psychic
Walk-in appointments 
every Wednesday 4 - 6 pm

Aloha Dog Grooming
Voted a Ventura County Favorite

City News

 Mayor Christy Weir presented the 
Beautify Ventura Award to CiCie and Dan 
Frederickson during the City Council 
meeting on Monday, Nov. 16.
 The Frederickson’s were recognized 
for their efforts to aesthetically en-
hance the city of Ventura, specifically 
for the design and construction of the 
Class A office building located at 60 S. 
California St.  This is the final Beautify 
Ventura Award that Mayor Weir will 
present in her capacity as mayor, as her 
term expires this month.
 “We are thrilled to have the 60 Cali-
fornia Street office space completed – its 
architecture, lighting, landscaping and 
gorgeous tile lobby mural are a great ex-
ample of how a brand-new building can 
still be built in context, even a historic 
neighborhood,” said Mayor Weir.  “Ev-
ery element was planned for function 
as well as beauty; I consider it a cata-
lytic project for the downtown and one 
that has economic as well as aesthetic 
impacts.”

60 California Street receives Beautify Ventura Award

Mayor Christy Weir Honors 
CiCie and Dan Frederickson

 The Frederickson’s agree, saying, 
“Many thanks to the mayor for this rec-
ognition – we are very proud of the 60 
California Street location.  Every detail 
that our tenants, colleagues and visi-
tors enjoy about the building was con-
ceived with care.  The result is a build-
ing that meets the historic feeling of 
our downtown with top-tier office fa-
cilities suitable for even the most elite 
business operations.”
 CiCie and Dan Frederickson have 
lived in Ventura for more than 20 
years.  After Dan retired as president 
of Kinko’s in 1997, he soon embarked 
on plans to build a state-of-the-art 
office building in the heart of down-
town Ventura.  The recently completed 
four-story building integrates Spanish 
and Italian architecture, has top-floor 
ocean views, and includes an elaborate 
tile mural for which the Frederickson’s 
commissioned local artisan, and past 
Beautify Ventura Award winner, Mi-
chael Kelly.

VC English
Continued from page 1
designing activities to raise awareness 
about these issues.
 Ashley Krolikowski from Ventura 
likes the idea of biking, both for its envi-
ronment impact and the potential to cre-
ate community. “It makes you indepen-
dent and is better for the environment. 
It also brings together the community to 
get involved in social problems.” Ashley’s 
group will distribute flyers about the ben-
efits of cycling. They also hope to have a 
bike mechanic on site.
 Brigitte Wooten from Ojai looks 
at gardening as a very practical way 
to share food. “Gardening at home is 
easy to do. When it’s at home, it’s your 
food. You can do what you want with it. 
It’s also easier to give away.” Brigitte’s 
group will provide information about 
growing basic foods like lettuce, toma-
toes, and herb gardens.

 Cristina Garcia from Ventura con-
sidered the Channel Islands as some-
thing “right there that no one really 
thinks about.” She became aware of en-
vironmental threats to the Islands dur-
ing a field trip her group made to Santa 
Cruz Island. While traveling back and 
forth, the captain of the boat stopped 
to pick up Mylar balloon remnants out 
of the water. “We’re focusing mostly 
on litter, to make people aware of the 
amount of trash that is in the ocean.”
 Eco-Fest and the Save Santa Bike 
Ride began with essay assignments and 
have now blossomed into a full-fledged 
sense of activism. English Composi-
tion students have jumped off the 
page and into their communities. 
From essays to personal empower-
ment, students are learning how ideas 
can be put into motion. For more in-
formation on this event, go to http://
bikergogal.wordpress.com.
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Opinion/Editorial

Mailbox

Sheldon Brown
Publisher

If you follow all the rules, you miss all the fun.
                                          – Katherine Hepburn

To All
 My fourteen year old dog, Chester, 
was recently attacked around 10 PM in 
my front yard by a pit bull. I had taken the 
dog out to relieve himself when I noticed 
a tall guy and a dog walking up the street. 
The man picked up the dog and was car-
rying him but then let him down. The dog 
turned out to be a pit bull and immediately 
charged us. I tried to stop the dog but he im-
mediately went after Chester. I was kicking 
the pit bull in the head to no avail and fortu-
nately a policeman was driving by, stopped 
and Billy clubbed the dog in the rear. The 
dog took off up the street and the cowardly 
owner, who never attempted to get his dog 
during the incident followed up by lying to 
the officer that he lived across the street and 
ran away like his dog.
 Needless to say, I am looking for both 
dog and owner. The dog is a large grey pit 
bull. The man is tall, probably late 20’s or in 
his thirties, hard to tell.
 If anyone knows of a pit bull owner that 
meets the description and walks his dog 
around mid town (this happened in the 
1600 block of Poli), please let me know.
 Chester was bitten in the neck area, lost 
some fir, and was a bit traumatized but I 
think he will be okay. 
Gordon Broberg
648-6755

Sheldon,
 Thank you for covering both The Sal-
vation Army Toy and Joy shop and the One 
City One Meal event on Thanksgiving. 
 Your presence in the community is 
an asset.
Blessings
Bill Finley, 
Captain Corps Officer
The Salvation Army, Ventura

Editor,
I am a Ventura resident and have 

been reading some of the recent DUI ar-
ticles in the Breeze - interesting stuff. I have 
a very simple solution to reducing DUI 
in Downtown Ventura, how about better 
public transportation? Have you ever tried 
to call a taxi on a busy Friday or Satuday 
night in Downtown? How about a couple 
of taxi stands where we could wait for a 
line-up of taxis?  Did you know that the 
last Gold Coast bus leaves downtown for 
Midtown and East Ventura around 9 pm?? 
Some people are just arriving in Downtown 
at that time.  We used to have the “woody” 
bus running between Ventura Harbor and 
Downtown. It started running very early 
in the morning and quit in the early eve-
ning. No wonder it went out of business. I 
would guess that the cost of a bus driver 
for some extra hours on Friday and Satur-
day night would be a lot less expensive than 
the salary of a Ventura PD officer looking 
for DUI’s.  Extra public transportation pays 
off in many ways. Less traffic, less parking 

Hi Nanci,
 It was great seeing you and knowing 
that you are working for an outstanding 
newspaper that provides a vital service to 
the community.
 I am impressed that the Breeze has so 
many human interest stories and is full 
of local news that you can’t get anywhere 
else.
 We in the senior serving community 
are very appreciative of the media and 
all you do to promote awareness and in-

Mayor Weir & City Council,
 Here is my monthly status for our 
Pierpont area.  
 Mike Montoya’s Park Maintenance 
Crew continues to do an outstanding job 
of maintaining Marina Park.  Addition-
ally, the path out to the harbor sea break 
is still free of sand.
 Public Works is using a new street 
sweeper to clean our lanes.  Cleaning is 
spotty.  
 Some streets were done well like Sea-
ward AV, the streets around the elemen-
tary school and Greenock LN...but on 
many of the others the street sweeper did 
a poor job.  
 If some streets can be done well there 
is really no reason that the rest of the 
lanes can not also be done well.  This situ-
ation is the same as in October…no im-
provement.

Bravo!
 It’s not often I’ve seen any publisher 
apologize for anything.
J. Wilcock, 
Ojai

Correction
 In our last issue we had 
a Business Spotlight on 
Francis O’Connor and his 
auto repair business Au-
totouch. The article acci-
dentally contained a left 
over contact email Sco-
bo@sbcglobal.net from 
a previous Spotlight on 
Bryan Scofield Catering & 
Management.
 The email for Autotech 
is autotechventura@ya-
hoo.com and his website is 
www.autotouchventura.
com.
 We apologize for any 
inconvenience that this 
may have caused to these 2 
outstanding businesses.

     First I would like to 
welcome back our in-
credible sunsets and 
the islands, why do you 
ever leave us ? We miss 
you. But perhaps if you 
were always there we 
wouldn’t appreciate 

you so much.
 I recently wrote how upset that I was 
that only 27% of “registered” voters voted 
in our recent elections. The final tally 
showed that 34% was the correct final 
amount, slightly better but still disap-
pointing with what was at stake.
 Speaking of the elections I attended 
the early election results held at city 
hall the evening of the elections. I was 
really surprised that with only a very 
small portion of the write-in votes in, 
people in the know were either very 
happy or very upset.
 It turns out that they obviously have 
been through this before and knew that 
the early results would indicate the final 
results and they were absolutely correct.
 All of the wining candidates and mea-
sure results at this very early reporting 
were exactly the same as the final results 
and all were within less than 1% of the 
final votes.
 I can hardly believe how our city 
council is being run. At the last city coun-
cil meeting Mayor Weir said that they 

would be taking a 10 minute break and it 
was at least 15 minutes long, that is 50% 
longer then stated.
 What is next? Will they start coun-
cil meetings at 6:05 instead of 6:00? Will 
they allow public speakers to speak for 4 
minutes when they are told to speak for a 
maximum of 3 minutes?
 At a recent city council meeting Rick 
Cole stated that Ventura is having the 
best police response time in four years 
and that crime is down 8%.
 Based upon the police reports that 
we publish I had assumed that crime in 
Ventura had increased and have so stated 
that. I was, apparently wrong, so I am 
happy to correct myself and know that 
crime has decreased and congratulate 
our hard working police department.
 The family and I recently attended the 
Nutcracker Ballet presented by the Ven-
tura County Ballet Company. It was an 
excellent production and I would like to 
thank my good friend Venturan Colleen 
O’Callaghan, Director of Educational 
Outreach & Curriculum, for the wonder-
ful direction and training that she gives 
our young children and young adults.
 I know that we are all disappointed 
that Wright Library has closed (Monday 
was it) but this closing is hardly unique 
to Ventura . The city of Colton shuttered 
its 3 libraries and laid off nearly 60 em-
ployees until at least July, 2010.

 Head of the Ventura County library 
system Jackie Griffin has stated that “I’ve 
never seen such devastation in libraries.”
 I want to congratulate Breeze’s own 
writer Nanci Cone for being the first 
words of the lead story in the VC Star of 
Nov. 27. The article was regarding the Ven-
tura Produce Cooperative. Nanci brings 
her famous home made chicken liver 
dog treats to the Cooperative (Scamp is 
proud of her).
 “I don’t have a garden, so I don’t have 
any  produce to contribute” she said “so 
I bring dog treats because I wouldn’t 
feel right not bringing anything”. I’m 
sure that she is even welcome if she only 
brought her wonderful self.
 One of my pet peeves is (or is it are?) 
the red hands at stop lights that tell pe-
destrians not to cross the street, mainly 
because very few pay any attention to 
them anyway.
 Just stand at a light downtown that 
has a green light for cars and a red hand 
for pedestrians and watch most everyone 
walk across the street causing a very dan-
gerous situation as the cars make right 
turns and watch the pedestrians that 
don’t cross give them dirty looks and 
hand gestures.
 They should either be eliminated 
or enforced. It isn’t fair to the law abid-
ing folks who wait for the hand to turn 
green.
 

requirements, fewer greenhouse gases, etc.
 Some things to think about.
Kerby Z.
Ventura, CA

volvement.
 Yours for Healthy & Independent Se-
niors,
Steve Lehman MPH, MBA 
Manager/Health & Resource Specialist
SCAN Senior Resource Center

 The sand hasn’t even really started to 
blow yet…it will only get worse from here 
if Public Works doesn’t step up to the 
plate and do their job.
Murray Robertson – A Concerned Pier-
pont Resident

  I agree, Murray. Such a travesty. Don’t 
expect anything to change either, with the 
results of the City Council election where 
those who have had an opportunity to 
improve the situation and have chosen 
not to for so long were reelected.  The

Continued on page 5
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Be cautious 
about giving 
info to census 
workers 
by Susan Johnson

With the U.S. Census process begin-
ning, the Better Business Bureau (BBB) 
advises people to be cooperative, but 
cautious, so as not to become a victim 
of fraud or identity theft. The first phase 
of the 2010 U.S. Census is under way 
as workers have begun verifying the ad-
dresses of households across the coun-
try.  Eventually, more than 140,000 U.S. 
Census workers will count every person 
in the United States and will gather in-
formation about every person living at 
each address including name, age, gen-
der, race, and other relevant data.

The big question is - how do you tell 
the difference between a U.S. Census 
worker and a con artist?   BBB offers the 
following advice:

If a U.S. Census worker knocks on 
your door, they will have a badge, a hand 
held device, a Census Bureau canvas bag, 
and a confidentiality notice. Ask to see 
their identification and their  badge be-
fore answering their questions.  However, 
you should never invite anyone you don’t 
know into your home.
 Census workers are currently only 
knocking on doors to verify address in-
formation.  Do not give your Social Secu-
rity number, credit card or banking infor-
mation to anyone, even if they claim they 
need it for the U.S. Census.  REMEM-
BER, NO MATTER WHAT THEY ASK, 

$185,000 raised 
by the Boys & 
Girls Club of 
Ventura
 A large crowd of enthusiastic sup-
porters celebrated the 42nd Annual Boys 

Annual Candle-
light Tribute of 
Remembrance 
to be held at 
Ventura funeral 
homes
 Honoring its commitment to pro-
vide extended service for its family and to 
the community, Charles Carroll Funeral 
Home will host its annual non-denomi-
national Candlelight Tribute of Remem-
brance on December 9 beginning at 7 
p.m. in the Charles Carroll Funeral Home 
chapel at 15 Teloma Dr.
 “As we approach the end of another 
year, our minds are filled with memories 
of years past and loved ones who are gone.  
We at Charles Carroll Funeral Home, 
your local Dignity Memorial Provider, re-
alize that this may be a difficult time of 
year for families and friends,” said Mark 
Rook, Manager, Charles Carroll Funeral 
Home.  “The holiday season can be espe-
cially difficult.  Our Candlelight Tribute 
of Remembrance has become a tradition 
that many in our community look for-
ward to for comfort and support.”
 The program will feature words and 
music of comfort and a Candle Lighting 
Ceremony.  In addition, guests are invited 
to send or bring by a photo of a loved one 
by December 6 so that it may be included 
in a special video tribute.  
 The service is offered at no charge to 
community members and their guests.  
An RSVP is requested from all who plan 
to attend.  For more information and di-
rections, call 642-8134.
 Also honoring its commitment to 
provide continued care to the communi-
ty, Ted Mayr Funeral Home will host its 
annual non-denominational Candlelight 
Service of Remembrance on December 
10, beginning at 7 p.m. in the chapel at 
3150 Loma Vista Rd.  
 “We at Ted Mayr Funeral Home take 
great pride in providing residents with 
the opportunity to gather, honor, and re-

Council 
Contacts

These are the email address-
es of your city council mem-
bers. If you think that some-
thing in the city is wrong or 
right or needs improving, 
please email them and let 
them know. They are here to 
serve you.

Neal Andrews
nandrews@ci.ventura.ca.us

Brian Brennan
bbrennan@ci.ventura.ca.us

Bill Fulton
bfulton@ci.ventura.ca.us

Jim Monahan
jmonahan@ci.ventura.ca.us

Carl Morehouse
cmorehouse@ci.ventura.ca.us

Ed Summers
esummers@ci.ventura.ca.us

Christy Weir
cweir@ci.ventura.ca.us

Rick Cole
City Manager

citymanager@ci.ventura.ca.us

member their loved ones in a peaceful set-
ting,” said Sherry Scott, Funeral Director, 
Ted Mayr Funeral Home.  “The holiday 
season can be especially difficult for fami-
lies and friends who have lost a loved one 
recently.  Our annual Candlelight Service 
of Remembrance has become a tradition 
that many in our community look for-
ward to for comfort and support.”

The program will feature special mu-
sic, words of encouragement and com-
fort, and a candle lighting ceremony dur-
ing which each person will be invited to 
light a candle in honor of the life of their 
loved one.  In addition, a special “Tree 
of Remembrance” will be in the funeral 
home through December 31.  Guests can 
bring in a small photo, poem, letter, or 
anything that is an appropriate remem-
brance of a loved one will be placed in an 
ornament on the tree.  

This  service is also offered at no 
charge to community members and their 
guests.  For more information, directions 
and to RSVP, call  643-9977.

News and Notes
& Girls Club of Ventura’s Great Auction, 
‘STEP UP FOR KIDS-OUR STARS OF 
TOMORROW’ at the Ventura Beach Mar-
riott on November 21. Over $185,000 was 
raised to support the programs for the 
youth of the Ventura , Saticoy and Oak 
View communities. The evening was ded-
icated to the memory of the late Jymme 
Hitch-Banhart who was the ‘First Lady of 
the Auction’ for 41 years.
 Club kids shared their “BE GREAT” 
future dreams with the audience and led 
the crowd in singing the ‘Star Spangled 
Banner’. Mike Montoya was the winner 
of the $2,700 diamond necklace created 
by Bob Lynn of Lynn ’s Jewelry Studio for 
the event.
 The Boys & Girls Club of Ventura has 
five sites: Robert Addison Center, 1440 
No. Olive St.; Bill Le Fevre Center, 1929 
Johnson Dirve; Saticoy Center, 11322 
Violeta St., Saticoy; Oak View Center, 555 
Mahoney Street, Oak View and the West-
view Center, 234 West Vince Street, Ven-
tura. Age-appropriate diversified program 
activities for ages 6 to 18 concentrate on 
changing lives through academic success, 
good character & leadership development 
and by creating healthy lifestyles.
 For additional information, to sched-
ule a tour or to volunteer please call 641-
5585 or check the website at www.bgclub-
ventua.org. 

Always lending a hand to help whenever 
and wherever they can the City Corps 
were at the Ventura Art Festival once 
again showing what wonderful things 
our young adults are doing for the com-
munity. Carlos Casteneda and Malory 
Taylor were just two of the many City 
Corps helpers.

YOU REALLY ONLY NEED TO TELL 
THEM HOW MANY PEOPLE LIVE AT 
YOUR  ADDRESS.
 While the Census Bureau might ask 
for basic financial information, such as 
a salary range, YOU DON’T HAVE TO 
ANSWER ANYTHING AT ALL ABOUT 
YOUR FINANCIAL SITUATION.  The 
Census Bureau will not ask for Social 
Security, bank account, or credit card 
numbers, nor will employees solicit do-
nations.  Any one asking for that infor-
mation is NOT with the Census Bureau.
 AND REMEMBER -- THE CENSUS 
BUREAU HAS DECIDED NOT TO 
WORK WITH ACORN ON GATHER-
ING THIS INFORMATION. No Acorn 
worker should approach you saying he/
she is with the Census Bureau.
 Eventually, Census workers may con-
tact you by telephone, mail, or in person 
at home.  However, the Census Bureau 
will not contact you by Email, so be on 
the lookout for Email scams impersonat-
ing the Census.  Never click on a link or 
open any attachments in an Email that are  
supposedly from the U.S. Census Bureau.
 For more advice on avoiding identity 
theft and fraud, visit  www.bbb.org
 PLEASE SHARE THIS INFORMA-
TION WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS. 
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News and Notes
Angel Park wins 
‘Best Book’ 
award

 A novel about school, suicide, trans-
formation, and rescuing the American 
Dream--Angel Park by local Ventura au-
thor Patricia Kokinos--has been named 
an award-winning finalist in literary fic-
tion as one of the “Best Books of 2009” 
by national publishing magazine, USA 
Book News.  

The annual awards recognized out-
standing books in 140 categories, draw-
ing entries from both mainstream and 
independent publishing houses.  Angel 
Park was submitted in its new 2009 iUni-
verse Star edition, which includes a read-
ing guide for book groups as well as an 
Interview with the author.

 “A book for the ages” is the way one 
critic characterized the novel, which has 
previously won a Silver Seal from Nau-
tilus Book Awards for promoting “posi-
tive social change” and is now part of 
the Nautilus Library of Imagination and 
Possibility.  
 Kokinos, a former high school teach-
er and administrator at Oak Park has cre-
ated a companion website for the book, 
www.ChangeTheSchools.com, which of-
fers her free reports on the state of public 
education
 Among the rave reviews for the book 
is a comment from Ventura bookstore 
owner Clarey Rudd, whose quote in the 
2009 edition says, “Of the million-plus 
books we own in our bookstore opera-
tion, it is easily in the top ten of the 
most important books to read at this 
point in our nation’s history. I highly 
recommend it....” 
 Locally, Angel Park is available exclu-
sively at Bank of Books in Ventura and at 
Chaucer’s Bookstore in Santa Barbara . 
Further information is available at the au-
thor’s website, www.ChangeTheSchools.
com 

Sandy Smith 
joins HOME 
Board of 
Directors

The Housing Opportunities Made 
Easier (HOME) Board of Directors is 
pleased to announce the addition of 
Sandy Smith to its ranks.

“Sandy is long time champion of 
housing issues and an expert in the 
planning process.  We are extremely 
pleased to have him join our Board,” 
says Brad Golden, Chair of HOME.
 Sandy is the Government Relations 
Director for Alston + Bird’s Ventura 
County office. Further, Sandy has a dis-
tinguished record in Ventura County as 
a public official, educator, community 
leader and advocate, including serving 
as mayor of the City of Ventura (1999-
2001), Ventura City Councilmember 
(1997-2005), and on the planning com-
mission for the City of Ventura (1992-
1997, chairman 1995-1996).
 Sandy Smith says, “I’m excited about 
joining the HOME Board of Directors 
and doing what I can to assist in their 
efforts to insure that this County offers 
a diverse mix of housing that can meet 
the needs of an equally diverse popula-
tion. I’ve been an advocate for regional 
planning for some time.  I see Home as 

West side 
cultural 
district is the 
place to shop 
this holiday
 As the holidays approach and the 
pressure to buy presents increases, be 
comforted knowing that you don’t have 
to fight the crowds at the malls.  Stimu-
late your mind, the local economy and 
the arts this year and buy local, hand-
made, one of a kind gifts in Ventura’s 
west side cultural district, featuring 
original art and crafts made by local ar-
tisans.  Give a gift certificate for art, or 
perhaps a class to a child, loved one, or 
yourself.
 The weekend of December 4, 5 & 6 
is filled with so many holiday-themed 
arts and craft events it’s impossible 
not to find unique gifts. To help you 
choose, and give you some idea of what 
you can buy there,  here is a sampling 
of  galleries and studios opening their 
doors.
Vita Art Center
“Anonymous” Youth Scholarship Fund-
raiser
 Friday, December 4, will be a night 
that will be remembered for quite a 
while due to the generosity of the art-
ists who took part in a Vita Art Center 
fundraiser for Youth Scholarships.  Sev-
enty five artists—some professional and 
some emerging were invited to prepare 
and donate a 12” X 12” painting for sale 
at the Vita Art Center fundraising Ex-
hibit “Anonymous”.  The total proceeds 
gained from the sales will go directly to 
youth and teen scholarships. Tickets 
will be pre-sold for $50 thru Vita Art 
Center .
 Friday, December 4th 5-6 p.m. “First 
Dibs” Gala, $50. pre-sold tickets. Re-
ception open and free to the public 6-9 
p.m. 432 Ventura Ave. Studio 30, www.
vitaartcenter.com, 644-9214
Stoneworks Studios
“Deck The Walls”
 Stoneworks Studios is decorating 
the gallery as a Christmas Holiday in-
stallation/ open house. Stop by and 
spread some good cheer installation 
of Christmas stockings, wreaths, or-
naments, packages, table decorations 
made with a creative bent for the Holi-
days.   
 300 N. Ventura Ave. (corner of Park 

a key voice in the dialogue that needs 
to take place as we explore ways to sus-
tain our quality of life here in Ventura 
County.” 
 Housing Opportunities Made Eas-
ier (HOME) was established as a non-
profit 501(c)3 in 2000 to address the 
need for a healthy balance between 
jobs and housing in Ventura County. 
HOME’s mission is to promote a diver-
sity of housing opportunities which are 
essential for a healthy and sustainable 
quality of life for all Ventura County 
residents.
 Since 2000, HOME has estab-
lished a Steering Committee to form a 
County-Wide Housing Trust Fund, co-
sponsored and produced 8 Annual Ven-
tura County Housing Conferences, and 
hosted numerous public educational 
opportunities discussing the issue of 
housing in Ventura County.

 On most Saturday mornings, around 10am, you will find Suz Montgomery lead-
ing lively discussions on topics as varied as should Ventura have an elected mayor to what 
should be done in Afghanistan to the sound acoustics at Disney Hall.
 Meeting in front of Palermo’s on Main there could be a group as large as 20 participat-
ing in the heated conversations. 
 On a recent Saturday Nancy Older, Carter McClain (two “Saturday Streetside Politi-
cal Cronies”), Suz herself and Staci Brown (now she looks familiar) enjoyed the wonderful 
company and gorgeous weather.

Row and Ventura Ave.) Ventura 643-
5431  Michele Chapin. 
The Ventura County Potters Guild
“Member’s Sale” December 4-6
Ventura County’s Potters Guild will be 
holding it’s 4th annual member’s sale 
at Bell Art Factory. Friday 12/4,  4-9 
p.m.Saturday, 12/5, 10-5 p.m., Chil-
dren’s ceramic Classes 10-12 p.m. Sun-
day, 12/6, 10-4 p.m.
 Bell Arts community room 432 Ven-
tura Ave.
Bell Art Factory Holiday Sale, December 4 
from 5-9, December 5 from 10-5, Decem-
ber 6 from 10-5
 You’re invited to the second annual 
holiday boutique at the Bell Arts Fac-
tory where you can find unique artful, 
gifts for holidays! Join for the open-
ing reception and meet the artists Fri-
day, December 4 from 5-9 p.m. A select 
group of artists from Bell Arts will be 
selling their art and hand crafted items 
in the Bell Arts Tool Room.
Ventura Hot Glass Art Studio
Dec. 4, 5, and 6 open studio. 
 Contemporary hand blown glass 
bowls, vases, and sculptural vessels. 
 777 N. Olive,643-1848 Suzi Perret
Studio 1317
Reception December 4 from 5-9, open studio 
Dec. 5 11-3p.m
 Lyn Creighton/Sculpture; Rob Luon-

go/pottery; Andrew/functional ceramics; 
DJ Fowkes/ceramics; Deakins Studio.
1317 N. Ventura Ave. ,  652-0879
Keeper of the Rainbow Batik
Dec. 5 10-5p.m.,  Dec.6 10-4p.m.open stu-
dio.
 For 31 years, making batiked cot-
ton clothing for babies, children, and 
adults here in Ventura. Leslie uses her 
own original artwork and hand dyes the 
garments in beautiful colors. Samar Al-
yssa Jewelry Design will also be at this 
location. 
 303 E. Vince St.,652-1097 Leslie 
Broude   www.keeperoftherainbow.

Mailbox
Continued from page 3
same old arrogance, unresponsiveness, 
and callousness will likely continue.
Mike Gibson

Mike,
 Your role at your day job with 
Santa Barbara County Parks and the 
issues with Goleta County Beach 
Park should be giving you a window into 
the complexity of issues we are dealing 
with down on the Pierpont. Look for-
ward to hearing about your creative 
solutions to this multi-jurisdictional 
problem.
Brian Brennan
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Basich-Swaney 
marriage
 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Basich of Ross-
moor announce the marriage of their 
daughter Michelle Denise Basich to Mat-
thew Glen Swaney, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Swaney of Ventura.  
 Michelle graduated in the class of 
2000 from Los Alamitos High School 
and from UC Davis, majoring in commu-
nications.  Matt graduated in the class of 
1999 from Ventura High School and from 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo with honors in 
physics.  Michelle is employed by Gospel 
Light Publishing in Ventura as a Market-
ing Project Manager and Matt is on the 
staff of Campus Crusade for Christ in the 
L.A. area.  
 The two met through a childhood 
friend of Matt’s who worked with Mi-
chelle and will be married in late Novem-
ber in Ventura.  They will honeymoon in 
Maui.

Digital Camera 
Playground - 
Part 6 - Holiday 
Goodies
by Nelson Wallace

 Okay, you’ve worked hard to learn all 
about what your camera can do.  Perhaps 
it’s time to reward yourself with a pho-
tography gift.  Here’re some ideas.
 A tripod.  Yes, you know how to im-
provise with a handkerchief and a table-
top.  But what about when you’re out in 
the woods, or on the beach?  Dollar-for-
dollar, a tripod is a huge bargain.  You 
can set up shots at angles that are hard 
to hand-hold, frame them perfectly, and 
make nice long exposures since camera 
motion is no longer a problem.  Great 
stability for night shots.  Save your knees 
on those close-up macro shots of flow-
ers.  And if you’ve got room in your car’s 
trunk, you can take a full-sized tripod 
everywhere, all the time.  Before you buy 
it, know what all the tripod can and can’t 
do.  Miniature tripods are nice too.
 A polarizing filter is an inexpensive 
way to control reflections, either to elimi-
nate them or to enhance them.  This fil-
ter adds a lot of capability because it can 
eliminate image defects that would be 
difficult or impossible to correct with 
post-processing software like Photoshop.  
Light from the sky and clouds is polar-
ized, so the filter can manipulate their 
look.  You’ll need a filter that’s the right 
diameter for your lens opening, and may-
be a little advice from the salesman.  For 
example, for a polarizing filter to be of 
use, the reflected light you want to con-
trol has to have been reflected at grazing 
incidence; in other words, you shouldn’t 
be looking at the water or the window 
dead-on, but at an angle.   There are other 
types of filters, too; just ask.
 Cameras come with a minimal strap 
than can cut into your shoulder if you 
carry the camera enough.  A wider strap 
is more comfortable, and sporty.  Mem-
ory is cheap; how about a bigger memory 
card?  A lens hood is good for blocking 
stray light, and looks really cool.  If you 
don’t have a lens cap, you need a new 
one.
 Maybe it’s time for a real camera bag.  
A bag for the car should be sturdy and big 
enough to hold your camera, your spare 
rechargeable batteries, the battery char-
ger and wires, your manual, your other 
batteries, your other charger, maybe a 
small flashlight, etc..  Car bags keep ev-

 With officers and board members 
such as Beverly McCasin, Doug Halter, 
Bob Lynn and Suz Montgomery, as well 
as over 300 sensational charter members; 
good things are happening for the Ven-
tura Botanical Gardens. They have spent 
three years building support, researching 
and developing their vision of having a 
public garden which could include ev-
erything from native wildflowers, indige-
nous species and redwood trees to hiking 
paths. Additionally, the group envisions 
a gift shop, telescopes on site, a tram 
leading downtown and perhaps one day, 
a much needed amphitheatre and educa-
tional center. This will be created behind 
City Hall near undeveloped portions of 
Grant Park and not on conservancy prop-
erty. Beverly McCaslin, the board’s presi-
dent, foresees the project being for the 
community and is hoping that everyone 
will get to enjoy it.
 The plan has been presented to the 
city leaders who have supported the 
group’s vision and have agreed to open 
lease negotiations. Nobody in the city 
expressed opposition and in fact, all were 

The proposed Ventura Botanical Gardens will be located above city hall in a portion of 
Grant Park

The remaking of Grant Park
excited by the prospect of a beautiful vis-
ible Botanical Garden for residents and 
tourists.  The group also met with the 
Serra Cross Conservancy and the Ventura 
Hillsides Conservancy who has given full 
support to the plan. The Ventura Botani-
cal Gardens group will hold a communi-
ty workshop next year to create a master 
plan which will be presented by noted de-
sign firm Mia Lehrer & Associates.  Addi-
tionally, they will be launching fundrais-
ers and applying for grants. The capital 
funding will come from grants and dona-
tions, not from taxpayer’s pockets. They 
currently have a list of donors eager to 
help see the vision through and the city is 
very supportive of their efforts.  
 The city recommended the three-
year lease option so that the group can 
complete the necessary studies and plans 
such as the required environmental re-
view, and designs for irrigation and roads 
as well as financial feasibility. For more 
information and to support the Ventura 
Botanical Gardens project, please go to 
their website at venturabotanicalgardens.
com.

 In our November 18 issue we had a photo contest to identify this photo interior with the win-
ner getting 2 tickets to the Nutcracker Ballet presented in Oxnard . We had 2 correct answers at 
about the same time that identified this as being one of the rooms at the Olivas Adobe.
 The winners were Jenna Withers, a senior at Foothill High School who likes drawing and 
dancing and is an honor student.
 The other winner was  Francelia (Fran) Teran who attends Ventura College (interested 
in science) and works at Margarita Villa in the Harbor who took her son Nestor to the ballet.
 This photo is one of the rooms at the Olivas Adobe located on Olivas Park Dr . The historic 
home was built by Don Raymundo Olivas in 1847. The eventual owner was Max Fleischman, 
after his death it was gifted to the City of Ventura .
 Watch for further contests in the Breeze.

erything together so you can just grab 
it and go.  You may want a bag with lots 
of compartments and zippers, for future 
growth.  On the other hand, a small bag 
is good for traveling light.  Instead of a 
bag, a vest with lots of pockets is com-
fortable and gives quick and easy access 
to things you might need in the field, like 
that polarizing filter, spare batteries, a 
lens brush, the mini-tripod, a clean rag, a 
Swiss army knife, dry socks, etc.. 
 Consider buying a book on photog-
raphy; you can often find them used and 
the principles are timeless.  Kodak books 
are always good.
 Already got this stuff?  Then you 
definitely need a new camera.  The latest 
Consumer Reports has ratings, starting 
at page 41.  Photo magazine year-end is-
sues also have suggestions.
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Hernandez 
earns special 
health industry 
certification
 Joe Hernandez, president of JHC In-
surance Services, has earned a special 
designation as a Certified Self-Funding 
Specialist from the Health Care Associa-
tion of America in partnership with the 
International Foundation of Employee 
Benefit Plans. 
 Hernandez, whose Ventura office 
manages employee benefits programs, 
completed seven training courses in or-
der to receive the HCAA designation. The 
courses covered every aspect that plan 
sponsors, brokers, employee benefit pro-
fessionals and other health care profes-
sionals need to consider when establish-
ing or maintaining a self-funded health 
care plan.
 Hernandez has been in the health in-
surance business for 28 years and has had 
his own business since 1992. 

Jeff Paul promoted to executive vice president 
of community banking

Jeff Paul promot-
ed by Rabobank

Long-time Ventura banker Jeff Paul 
has been promoted to executive vice pres-
ident of community banking, announced 
Rabobank CEO Ronald Blok. As head of 
community banking, Paul will oversee 
the bank’s commercial, retail, marketing 
and Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) 
activities for the bank (which has 10
branches in Ventura County). “Jeff is one 
of the most experienced and respected 
community bankers in the state,” said 
Blok. “He will carry on Rabobank’s tradi-
tion of local decision-making and com-
munity involvement and help us be the 
premier community bank in California.”

A banker for 31 years, he began his 
banking career with Bank of A. Levy. 

Paul, a native of Ventura is active in 
the community, serving on the board of 
trustees and finance committee chair for 
the Community Memorial Hospital in 
Ventura and as a director and treasurer of 
the Livingston Visiting Nurses Associa-
tion. He also serves on the board of direc-
tors of the Museum of Ventura County 
and the California State University Chan-
nel Islands Foundation.

Joseph 
Schroeder to 
lead Ventura 
County Credit 
Union

Joseph Schroeder, a long-time leader 
in the California credit union movement, 
is taking the helm of Ventura County 
Credit Union. He will replace Carol A. 
Harris, who recently retired after 22 years 
at VCCU.

“I am looking forward to joining the 
Ventura County Credit Union team,” said 
Schroeder. “It’s one of the most respected 
credit unions in the state, with a tradi-
tion of service and community involve-
ment that is very important to me.”

Schroeder has more than two decades 
of senior-level credit union management 
experience as President/CEO at three 
of southern California’s largest credit 
unions, and as a vice president over both 
operational and marketing departments. 
He brings a comprehensive knowledge of 
all aspects of credit union operations to 
VCCU.

Schroeder earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in communication arts and an MBA 
from California State Polytechnic Uni-
versity, Pomona. He is active and well-
regarded in the industry, having served 
on the board of the CO-OP Network, an 
FSCC audit committee and was a found-

Commerce Bank appoints Long T. Huynh to 
be Executive Vice President/Chief Financial 
Officer

Long T. Huynh 
appointed to 
new banking 
position
 Long T. Huynh has joined County 
Commerce Bank as Executive Vice Presi-
dent/Chief Financial Officer for the 
bank. 
 The announcement was made by Jo-
seph D. Kreutz, President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer. Kreutz stated “Mr. Huynh is 
an established and respected community 
banker, with more than 10 years of bank-
ing experience. The addition of Mr. Huynh 
to our executive team is part of the board’s 
plan for future growth.” Kreutz added, “His 
management and leadership experience 
will prove invaluable as we work to meet 
the bank’s goals for continued success and 
long term growth.” 
 Mr. Huynh is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of California Santa Barbara with a 
Business Economics degree. He is a Certi-
fied Public Accountant and is licensed by 
the California State Board of Accountancy. 

ing member of the Marketing Associa-
tion of California (now Marketing As-
sociation of Credit Unions), and served 
as president. He is currently a member 
of the California Credit Union League’s 
Collaboration Committee as well as its 
Government Affairs Committee.
 Ventura County Credit Union is the 
largest credit union headquartered in 
Ventura County, with five offices, nearly 
50,000 members and $483 million in to-
tal assets. 

Health
Blood drive 
scheduled at 
Farmers’ Market
 The Ventura Downtown Farmers’ 
Market, located on the corner of east San-
ta Clara & Palm Streets, will host a Blood 
Drive scheduled for Saturday, December 12 
during regular Farmers’ Market hours, 8:30 
a.m. to 12 noon. 
 Conducted by United Blood Services, 
individuals can look for the United Blood 
Services bus, which will be located on the 
corner of Palm Street .  Those interested in 
giving blood, must be well and healthy and 
be able to show identification.  Individuals 
who donate a pint of blood will receive a 
$250 gift certificate to Trader Joes in addi-
tion to $5 in gift certificates to use towards 
their purchases at the Farmers’ Market. 
Both walk-ins and appointments will be ac-
cepted.  To make an appointment, call 654-
8104 or register on line at www.bloodhero.
com.  The sponsor code is VCCFM.
 According to officials, blood continues 
to be in demand, especially in the current 
economy and individuals are encouraged 
to donate.    
 For more information on the Ventura 
County Certified Farmers’ Markets, call 
529-6266 or visit the website at www.vc-
cfarmersmarkets.com.      

Workshop for 
cancer patients
 The Wellness Community Valley/
Ventura and the Cancer Resource Center 
at Community Memorial Hospital will 
host a free presentation for people affect-
ed by cancer entitled “Frankly Speaking 
About New Discoveries in Cancer” with 
Todd Yates, D.O. and Marty Nason, RN, 
MN.  Dr. Yates will present new discov-
eries in cancer treatment and side-effect 
management.  Marty Nason, RN, MN will 
present new advances in cancer-related 
psychosocial issues.  This free event takes 
place on Tuesday, December 8, from 6-8 
p.m. at the CMHS Cancer Resource Cen-
ter , 184 N. Brent St., located across the 
street from Community Memorial Hos-
pital . Advance registration is preferred, 
but walk-in attendees are welcome. To 
register, please call  652-5459. 
 “People living with cancer and their 
loved ones want to know about the most 
recent advances in cancer research so that 
they can identify their best treatment op-
tions,” said Marty Nason, RN, MN, vice 
president of programs and services at 
The Wellness Community Valley/Ventu-
ra. “By taking an active role in their treat-
ment decisions, people with cancer can 
improve their quality of life and may also 
enhance their possibility of recovery.”
 Workshop presenter Todd Yates, 
D.O. completed his residency and fellow-
ship at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit 
and specializes in general oncology and 
hematology.  Formerly on staff at Eisen-
hower Medical Center , he now practices 
at Coastal Cancer Care in Oxnard with 
Dr. Stephen Rigberg of Islandview Hema-
tology Oncology.
 
 

Cheryl Evans Cobb new Director of Commu-
nity Memorial Hospital’s Emergency Depart-
ment

CMH hires 
Cobb as Direc-
tor of Emergen-
cy Department
 Cheryl Evans Cobb, RN, BSN, PHN, 
who has over 25 years of experience as both 
an emergency room nurse and administrator, 
has been hired as Director of Community Me-
morial Hospital’s Emergency Department.
 Cobb comes to CMH after serving two 
years as Director of Emergency Services at 
West Hills Hospital and Medical Center in 
West Hills. Previously, Cobb served as Man-
ager of the Emergency Department of Enci-
no-Tarzana Regional Medical Center from 
2006 to 2007 and Manager of Disease Man-
agement at the Motion Picture & Television 
Fund in Woodland Hills from 2004 to 2006. 
Cobb also was Assistant Department Ad-
ministrator of Emergency Services at Kaiser 
Permanente Medical Center in Woodland 
Hills from 1999 to 2004.
 Before entering hospital administration, 
Cobb was an ER nurse at various southern 
California hospitals including Northridge 
Hospital Medical Center in Northridge, 
Hoag Hospital in Newport Beach and Rob-
ert F Kennedy Medical Center in Hawthorne 
for over fifteen years. She is an active mem-
ber of the Emergency Nurses Association. 
 In her new capacity, Cobb directs all op-
erations, programs and activities in CMH’s 
23 bed Emergency Room. Her duties include 
preparing capital and operating budgets, 
and implementing practices to improve ED 
throughput and patient safety. 
 Cobb, who lives in Westlake Village, 
received her diploma in Nursing from Los 
Angeles County Medical Center School of 
Nursing in 1983. She also has a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Nursing from The Univer-
sity of Phoenix

H1N1 Clinic to 
be held at De 
Anza Middle 
School 
 The Ventura County Public Health 
Department will be holding an H1N1 

vaccine clinic, open to the public, at De 
Anza Middle School, 2060 Cameron St. , 
Ventura , on Thursday, December 3, from 
3 am to 8 pm.
 Those who will be eligible to receive 
the vaccine, which is given at no charge, 
are the following groups:  children from 
the ages of six months to 24-years of 
age; healthy household of infants under 
6 months of age; pregnant women, and 
adults between the ages of 24 and 64-years 
of age who have high risk medical condi-
tions, such as lung disease, diabetes and 
asthma.  Also included are medical and 
health care personnel with direct patient 
contact.
 People not included in these groups 
have been shown to be at low risk for
serious illness from the H1N1 virus.
 The novel H1N1 (swine) vaccine, is 
available for Ventura county residents 
only.  Additional sites where the vaccine 
will be available can be found on the 
Health Care Agency website:  www.vchca.
org/H1N1.
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Ventura’s holi-
day tradition 
“A Rubicon 
Family Christmas”

Move over Scrooge...here comes San-
ta Claus! Beginning Saturday, December 
5, and continuing through December 27 
(with low-priced previews December 2-5), 
Rubicon Theatre Company swings and 
sings its way through the holidays with the 
return of A Rubicon Family Christmas, a 
holiday musical celebration for the whole 
family. This year’s production features new 
material as well as favorites from last year, 
and a cast of six stellar performers, Joan Al-
medilla, Dina Bennett, Teri Bibb, Trey El-
lett, Anthony Manough and Brian Suther-
land, who have starred on Broadway. 

Reviewer Rita Moran of the Ventura 
County Star described last year’s premiere 
as “A tuneful stocking stuffer…a holiday 
revue packed with musical cheer.” 

Critic Steven Stanley of LA Stage Scene 
wrote “The Rubicon is THE place to go 
for music of the season, especially as per-
formed by six of the finest musical theatre 
talents the Southland has to offer. And 
what a cast it is!”

Ross Olney of The Ventura Breeze 

Holiday events
Holiday Parade of Lights, Ventura 
Harbor
This two-day celebration set for Friday, 
December 18 and Saturday, December 
19, marks the 33rd anniversary of this 
fun filled occasion.  The parade starts 
at 7pm with fireworks at 8pm. Themed 
“Holiday Tropical Tiki Party” guests can 
enjoy the revelry as boats adorned with 
Christmas lights and decorations illu-
minate the Ventura Harbor and watch as 

Audubon field 
trips
 Beginners are welcome on all field trips.  
Light drizzle does not necessarily cancel 
trips, but heavier rain will.  If in doubt, 
please call the trip leader.
 More information on Ventura 
Audubon is at www.VenturaAudubon-
Society.org
Saturday, Dec. 5, 9:00-12 a.m.  Resto-
ration Work Day, Santa Paula.  Hedrick 
Ranch Nature Area Restoration Program.  
Come at 8:00 for birding!  Leader:  Sandy 
Hedrick (370-0478).  Long pants and boots 
or closed shoes are required.  
Saturday, Dec. 12, 8:00 a.m. Ventura 
Wildlife Ponds at Ventura Water Treatment 
Plant.  Leader:  Reed Smith (652-0706).  En-
joy a morning of wonderful waterfowl bird-
ing.  Spotting scopes are always welcome.  
Directions:  Take Harbor Blvd to Spinna-
ker and enter Ventura Harbor.  The Water 
Treatment Plant is on Angler, a left turn 
before Spinnaker curves to the right.  Turn 
in left and meet inside the gate.
Tuesday, Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m., Poinsettia Pa-
vilion, 3451 Foothill Rd., Ventura.  Don Des 
Jardin, known throughout Ventura County 
for his bird videography, will present a pilot 

colorful fireworks fill the night sky.  Folks 
with little ones are sure to be jolly at the 
family carnival where tots can get pony & 
train rides, carousel rides, and a visit with 
Santa.  This event also serves as a great 
opportunity to get a head start on Christ-
mas shopping or experience fine cuisine 
at one of ten Harbor restaurants. Free 
Parking, Free Admission.  For more in-
formation call (877) 89-HARBOR or visit 
www.venturaharborvillage.com.
Christmas at the Historic Pierpont 
Inn
Step back in time and enjoy a holiday tra-
dition on December 25.  Dine at Austen’s 
at the historic Pierpont Inn and enter the 
days of Christmas past.  Guests can in-
dulge in a scrumptious holiday feast amid 
festive decorated surroundings. Time and 
price to be determined. Call 643-6144 for 
reservations or visit www.pierpontinn.
com for more information.
Olivas Holiday Tour
On Sunday, December 6 from 2pm 
– 4:30pm, discover how the holidays 
were celebrated on Ranch San Miguel 
in Old California. Costumed guides 
lead small group tours into the Ado-
be courtyard to observe vignettes of 
how the Olivas family prepared for 
its holiday celebration in the 1860s. En-
joy costumed Historical Skits, Live Enter-
tainment and Refreshments. Admission 
Free, but Reservations Recommended. 
Call 658-4726 to reserve your tour time.
Downtown Ventura Holiday Events
Come to the historic downtown Ventura 
cultural district on December 5 for the 
kickoff of the Holiday Season.  Enjoy 
downtown delicacies in the cookie stroll, 
enjoy the sounds of several choirs per-
forming on street corners throughout the 
area and then make your way over to the 
225 year-old Mission San Buenaventura 
for the annual tree lighting of two Land-
mark 125 year-old Norfolk Island Star 
pine trees.  A reception in Figueroa Plaza 
will follow where Santa will arrive to hear 
children’s wishes for Holiday goodies.  
Businesses will be open late to accommo-
date shoppers looking for unique one-of-
a-kind gifts in the area’s many boutiques. 
Holiday lighting throughout the down-
town will begin being displayed around 
Thanksgiving weekend and the area’s res-
taurants offer a wide variety of casual to 
elegant dining options.  

Fillmore & 
Western Railway 
events
Dec. 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20 – “Christmas 
Tree/Holiday Train” – First Train of the 
season. Ride to the Christmas Tree Farm to 
select the perfect tree.  Bring it back on the 
train.  Santa will be on the Holiday Train 
each weekend to hand out treats and visit 
with the children.  Adults:  $24, Seniors:  
$22, Youth 4-12:  $14, Child 2-3:  $10, In-
fants under 2 free on lap. 
Dec.  4-6, 9-13, 16-23, 26-27  “The 
North Pole Express”  - Create magical fami-
ly Christmas memories onboard The North 
Pole Express train ride.  The train will pick 
up Santa and bring him from the North 
Pole back to Fillmore.  Onboard enjoy car-
oling and storytelling led by elves. Adults:  
$26, Kids 2-12:  $16, Children under 2 are 
free on parents laps. Trains run Wednes-
day thru Sunday, departures 6:00pm, Re-
turns 7:00pm. or Departs 7:30pm , Returns 
8:30pm. Reservations required. 
Dec. 6, 11, 13, 18, 20 – Dinner With San-
ta—Gather the family for a holiday dinner 
served onboard a vintage train and hosted 
by Santa Claus!  Bring your camera and 
take photos with Santa during the journey.  
Adults  $47 Youth 2-12 $26  Child under 2, 
free on lap
Dec. 4   - Murder Mystery Dinner Train – 
“The Holiday” - Usher in the holiday season 
with a night on the train enjoying South-
ern California’s only murder mystery din-
ner theater train. It’s Christmas on the high 
seas, as Capt. Starbuck and his crew join in 
a holiday gathering. Just as you start to get 
away from all your troubles, meet the on-
board celebrities, and party with Santa and 
his elves, a crew member is murdered. En-
joy the general mirth, music and mayhem 
as suspects unveiled, exposed and under-
mined in this Christmas special.  “It’s up to 
you, Santa and his elves to keep the Christ-
mas spirit alive, because death never takes 
“A Holiday”. Adults over 18 only:  $89 
Dec. 12 – Murder Mystery Dinner The-
ater Train – “Xmas Bugle Boy Murders of 
Co. C”-The 40’s - It is 1942 and “Big Band” 
leader Johnny Fontaine is en route to his 
next USO Christmas show. He is broad-
casting by radio and selling War Bonds as 
he returns to Hollywood during the holi-
day season with his celebrities in tow.  Get 
out your old uniforms or period costumes 
and participate in the fun.  We wouldn’t 
want this murder to take off without you!  
Adults over 18 years only, $89 per person. 
Dec. 31 – New Years Eve – Come bring 
in the New Year with us aboard Fillmore 
& Western Railway. Have dinner, do 
some dancing while enjoying a train ride 
through the valley.  Character imperson-
ators, fortune telling and other entertain-
ers will join us for an evening of fun. Res-
ervations required. Over 21 only $115.00 
per person. 805-524-2546 or 800-773-
8724. www.fwry.com 
 For information and reservations call 
Fillmore & Western Railway Co. at  524-2546 
or (800) 773-8724  or visit www.fwry.com

Team Money 
Makers: right 
on the money
by Mira Reverente

Pierce Flynn was born into surfing. 
Taught by his father at the age of seven, 
Flynn’s entire life is all about the sport. He 
works at a surf shop, surfs during his spare 
time, hangs out with his surfer friends and 
talks about surfing every chance he gets.

“Everyone in my family surfs.  Living in 
Ventura and having this year-round good 
weather, it seems more unnatural not to 
pick it up,” said Flynn. The Ventura na-
tive was working as usual at the Wet Sand 
Surf Shop on Main Street when a customer 
brought in a poster about the inaugural 
Jim Beam Surftag competition in the US.
No easy money

The relay competition piqued his inter-
est even though he is used to surfing and 
competing solo. Not quite sure what to ex-
pect, Flynn assembled his best buddies and 
formed Team Money Makers.

“Why Team Money Makers? It was the 
first name that came to mind and I was really 
hoping we would make a lot of money from 
competing,” recalled an amused Flynn.

Team Money Makers made it through 
a qualifying event at Surfers’ Point where 
Jeremy Ryan caught a “Powerwave” giv-
ing him double points and prize money. 
The final hurdle was the championships 
at Huntington Beach in November where 
they failed to make it to the finals. “I was 
the first one to go but 12 minutes is really 

not a lot of time to catch good waves,” ex-
plained Ryan of Port Hueneme. 
Surfspeak
 Of his teammates, Flynn describes Ryan 
as a strong and competitive surfer. Another 
teammate, Guy Quezada, who went last 
during the relay, was described as the ener-
getic one and “could pull it off” even if they 
were pressed for time.
 “We’re really good friends who like to 
take risks when surfing which is also one of 
the things that the judges look for. Playing 
safe will not cut it in surfing,” said Flynn. 
During competitions, judges also look for 
artistry, execution, speed, maneuvers, critical 
turns, and the length of rides, among others. 
 A good wave is high on every surfer’s 
wish list, just as much as abundant snow is 
on a snowboarder’s. “It is bigger than normal 
with a nice, long ride to it. It is one that will 
enable you to do multiple turns in with vary-
ing degrees of difficulty,” explained Ryan. 
Different boards for different folks
 Surfing is relatively easy sport to pick 
up, especially in California and its pleas-
ant weather. A starter set for newbies would 
consist of a wet suit, a surfboard and a leash. 
“I highly recommend buying used gear. Just 
like any sport, you upgrade as you get bet-
ter. You discover which brands are better 
and which surfboards are good for certain 
types of waves. I have four surfboards but a 
beginner only needs one,” explained Flynn.
 Surfboards, just like surfers, come in all 
sizes and fulfill different needs for different 
waves. A shortboard, measuring between 
five and seven feet long, is good for quick 
maneuvers but hard to catch waves with. 
A longboard, about nine to 12 feet long, is 
known for its buoyancy and ideal for riding 
waves. There is a wide array of surfboards 
and all can be customized to fit various 
preferences, tastes and needs.
 Aside from the risk-taking tendency, 
what would make a good surfer? Flynn 
enumerated, “A good sense of balance re-
ally helps. Another trick of the trade is wave 
knowledge or knowing how to maneuver 
through a wave. It’s like a gut feeling but it 
gets better with age and experience.”
 Just like in life, the ability to improvise 
in surfing can be beneficial. Flynn turned 
wistful and said, “If there are no waves out 
there, you just have to make do.”

Pierce Flynn has been surfing since he was sev-
en because “Everyone in my family surfs”  

wrote that the production was “A Christ-
mas show not to be missed!”
 “You may come in as a Scrooge,” com-
mented Olney, “but you’ll go out filled 
with the spirit of Christmas Present as 
each of the six Broadway and film singers, 
dancers and actors gets a chance to hold 
the spotlight while the other five fill the 
background with marvelous music. Un-
til the stirring ‘Ave Maria’ by Teri Bibb (it 
probably rang out up and down Ventura’s 
Main Street) brought tears to the eyes of 
the enthralled hushed audience, it was 
roaring laughter and loud cheering all the 
way. The cast entertained from the rous-
ing opening medley to the rousing closing 
number.” 
 A Rubicon Family Christmas runs 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m., Thursdays thru Sat-
urdays at 8 p.m., with matinees Wednes-
days, Saturdays and Sundays at 2:00 p.m.  
(There is no matinee on Saturday, Decem-
ber 5).  Sunday evening shows at 7 p.m. are 
available for group and full house sales. 
Tickets are $39 to $75 and are available 
through the Box Office at 805.667.2900 
or online at www.rubicontheatre.org
 Songs include traditional classics 
such as “Angels We Have Heard on 
High,” “White Christmas” and “I’ll Be 
Home for Christmas” to new favorites, 
including “Joy to the World (A Christ-
mas Prayer).”
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319 Borchard Drive (behind Big Lots)
Ventura, CA 93003 805.652.0526
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 to 6:30, Sat. 9:30 to 4:30

Economic StimuluS!
2.99 any regular garment

1.99 launder shirt

New customers only, 
heavies and fancies extra.

Good thru December 
and January

Sepulveda
Cleaners and Laundry

Thompson Blvd.

Ocean Dr.
Borchard

 D
r.

Big Lots

Brilliant pianist Louise Lofquist will play Dim-
itri Shostakovich at Ventura College

Ventura College
holiday concert 

Ventura College Choir and Sym-
phony Orchestra celebrate the season 

Continued on page 10

screening that is part of a new series on rare 
birds coming to public television.  
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 8:30 a.m.  Arroyo 
Verde Park, Ventura.  Leaders:  Carl &  Nan-
cy Schorsch (643-5825). Enjoy birding the 
oak woodland, grassy areas, and chaparral 
in this long, broad canyon.  Take Victoria 
Ave. north, left on Foothill Rd., right on 
Day Rd entrance to the park.  Meet at the 
last parking lot by the restrooms.
Wednesday, Dec. 30, 8:30 a.m.  Canada 
Larga.  Leaders:  Jan Lewison (643-3353) & 
Jeff Goldberg.  Take Hwy 33 toward Ojai.  
Exit Canada Larga Rd.  Meet near the be-
ginning of the road.  We will walk and drive 
the canyon.  Always a great walk & a good 
scouting opportunity for the Christmas 
Bird Count!  Some we may see are Western 
Bluebirds, Red-tailed Hawks & perhaps 
Ferruginous Hawk.

Ventura events
Dec. 3: Ventura County Storytelling 
Guild meeting, Thursday, from 7:30-9:30 
p.m. at Bell Arts Center, 432 N. Ventura 
Ave.  Bring a holiday story to share and a 
treat! For additional information, contact 
elaine@embodiedvoicestoryarts.com or call 
407-2538.
Dec.12 at 7pm The Askew Poetry Jour-
nal reading at the Artists Union Gallery, 
330 S. California Street 

Poets reading include: Cathryn An-
dresen, Charlotte Innes, Ellen Reich, Mag-
gie Westland, Brendan Constantine, 
Hilda Weiss, Virgina Mariposa,Tree 
Bernstein, Laurel Ann Bogen, Joan Day, 
Shelley Savren,Bruce Schmidt, Chris 
Buckley, John Ridland,Polly Bee, Enid 
Osborn,Perie Longo,Dian Sousa, Joyce 
LaMers, Florence Weinbeger, Doris Ver-
non, Michael C. Ford, Sherman Pearl, 
Jackson Wheeler, Carol DeCanio, Kim 
Young, Gabrielle Lemay, David Peacock.

Hosts and editors: Marsha de la O, Phil 
Taggart and Friday Lubina, $5 to $10 to ben-
efit the Artists Union Gallery   go to  www.
askewpoetry.org for more information
Dec.12: Channel Islands Harbor kicks off 
the holidays with its 44th annual holiday 
Parade of Lights 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.,  with the 
parade beginning at 7 p.m. Everyone is in-
vited to enjoy a full day of holiday activities 
and then watch a festive display of sparkling 
lights pass by on decorated boats.
 Kids can play in 36 tons of snow falling 
at the north end of Harborview Park , off 
Harbor Blvd. near Marine Emporium Land-
ing, beginning at 10 a.m. There will also be a 
holiday artists’ market, exhibitors, live mu-
sic, children’s activities, gigantic inflatable 
fun zone, face painting, and much more.
Dec.19: The fabulous Channel Islands 
Chamber Orchestra, with KuanFen Liu, 
Artistic Director and First United Meth-
odist Church present the annual “A Mes-
siah Sing-Along” Featuring Soloists Sophie 
Wingland, soprano; Karen Sonnenschein, 
alto; Grey Brothers, tenor; Michael Shas-
berger, bass and KuanFen Liu directing
 The concert will be on Saturday, at 3pm, 
at the First United Methodist Church, 1338 
E. Santa Clara St.
 The audience can be the chorus in the 
great oratorio by G. F. Handel.  Vocal scores 
will be available for all, so arrive at 2 p.m. for 
rehearsal.
 Tickets are a suggested donation of $20. 
For more information call 643-8621 or vis-
it www.chicovc.org.
 

Ojai events
Humane Society to hold two ‘Santa 
Paws’ fund-raisers

The Humane Society of Ventura 
County will hold its annual “Santa 
Paws” fund-raiser on Dec. 5 and Dec. 

12, where pets – with their families – can 
have their pictures taken with Santa.
 The photo shoots will be held from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. both Saturdays at the 
HSVC’s Ojai shelter, 402 Bryant St . The 
cost is $20 for one 4 x 6 photo, but for an 
extra donation, families can have a com-
pact disc containing all the digital pho-
tos taken of them. Photos and CDs will 
be ready to take home on the same day.
 HSVC Executive Director Sherry Gar-
berich-Brockus emphasizes that all fam-
ily members are welcome to join in and 
be in the photo.
 “Bring your pets, bring your kids, 
it’s a family event,” she said, adding that 
dogs must be on a leash and cats in a car-
rier.  “In the past we have had dogs, cats, 
birds, pigs, even a horse! A good time will 
be had by all. Last year’s event was a great 
success. It’s a first come, first serve, so 
come early”.
 Proceeds go to the care of animals for 
the Humane Society in need throughout 
Ventura County . For more information, 
call 646-6505 or 656-5031.
An American dream on the big 
screen
 On December 5, The Ojai Valley 
Museum will present an event high-
lighting the work of internationally 
known local resident and photo-histo-
rian Joseph Sohm.
 If you read magazines, books, adver-
tisements, newspapers, calendars, surf 
the web, watch television, or buy CD’s 
or post cards, you’ve probably seen im-
ages photographed by Sohm.  His images 
appear in National Geographic, Time, 
Newsweek and The New York Times and 
many others., 
 Now you have a chance to view Sohm’s 
images on the big screen. Music videos in-
corporating his photos will be projected 
onto the screen of the Ojai Theater while 
Sohm describes his experiences of three 
decades photographing America. The 
theatre event, a benefit for the Ojai Valley 
Museum, begins at 4:30pm. on Saturday, 
December 5, at the Ojai Theatre, 145 E. 
Ojai Ave.
 Immediately following will be a cel-
ebration and book signing at the nearby 
Ojai Art Center, 113 S. Montgomery St., 
featuring American fare catered by The 
Event Caddy and musical entertainment 
by Los Angeles musician Maurice Weiss. 
And there will be door prizes! Tickets are 
$65 . Prepaid reservations are required 
and are available by calling the museum 
at 640-1390.
 Additional website information is 
available at: http://www.ojaivalleymuse-
um.org/ and http://www.visionsofamer-
ica.com.
 The poor, but happy Hanson family 
Katrin, Nils, Mama, Papa, Christine and 
Dagmar, in Senga Classic Stage Compa-
ny’s Christmas production of the inspir-
ing American family classic, “I Remem-
ber Mama” is being presented until 
December 20. Fridays and Saturdays 
at 8pm and Sundays at 2:30 pm. Tickets 
are $15 ($12 for seniors and students). 
Group rates available. Ojai Valley Grange, 
381 Cruzero St., Ojai. Free parking. For 
information and reservations, please call 
646-4885.
 I Remember Mama is a play by John 
Van Druten based upon the fictional-
ized memoir Mama’s Bank Account by 
Kathryn Forbes it focuses on the Hanson 
family, a loving family of Norwegian im-
migrants living on Steiner Street in San 
Francisco in the 1910s.
 Tom Russell, a songwriter in the tra-
dition of the many great, southern sto-
rytellers will appear on Sunday Decem-
ber 6 at 7pm at the beautiful Ojai Valley 

Woman’s Club, 441 E. Ojai Ave.
 His songs incorporate wit, spiritual-
ity, and tales of everyday life and brings 
them to life in the form of the blues, 
’60s country, folk, and rock. Crooning 
in his remarkably fearless baritone, his 
voice is a wonder and a cross between 
velvet and sandpaper. He will be accom-
panied on guitar and vocal harmonies 
by the multitalented Thad Beckman. 
 Ticket costs:  $25 advance, $28 at the  
door kids under 15 are 1/2 price at the 
door.  For more information go to www.
ojaiconcertseries.com or call Shane at 
665-8852. 
 The 25th Annual Ojai Peddler’s 
Fair is being held from 9am - 4pm Satur-
day and Sunday, December 12 & 13. Lo-
cated in the Chaparral Auditorium at 414 
E. Ojai Ave., in downtown Ojai. Parking 
is free in the adjacent Municipal parking 
lot, and admission is free.
 Held rain or shine, the Peddler’s Fair 
is chock-full of quality antiques, col-
lectibles, handcrafts and international 
crafts. This is a benefit for the Mira 
Monte PTO.
 For more information, please contact 
Pat at 964-8915.
 Meditation Mount, 10340 Reeves Rd, 
Ojai ,646-5508  or www.meditation.com 
Presents Winter Solstice Meditation 
Celebrating the Festival of Light, 
Monday, Dec. 21 @7:30-8:30 pm . Please 
join them in celebrating the shortest day 
of the year.  
 New Year’s Eve Planetary Meditation
Thursday, Dec. 31 @11:30 pm.
  Unite and align with the soul and 
source of all life and from that space set 
intentions for the next year, inspired by 
the deepest wisdom.

 Unhappy with the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Game regarding the re-
cent shooting of a black bear shot out of 
a tree in Ojai Assembly member Pedro 
Nava (D Santa Barbara) wishes to gather 
more public input regarding the incident 
that prompted many calls to his office to 
try to avoid such future incidents.
 The 400 pound bear was tranquilized 
while in a tree that it had climbed into lo-
cated on E. Aliso St. after it didn’t come 
down for several hours and was later eu-
thanized. Many, including Nava, thought 
that the bear should have been given 
much more time to climb down the tree 
and be herded back into the forest where 
it lives.
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Beach
Plumbing
& ROOTER SERVICE

Call laRRy   653.5440   lic. 389968

We will clean 
any dRaIn $45including main sewer*

* Yard and area drains not included, residences onlY.
all drains and stoppages must be readilY accessible.

Special! Extra Large Pizza 
Monday & Tuesday only, 4 - 9, $10.99

Free Delivery
1700 E. Thompson 

Ventura
805.648.1070

COUPON!
2 Extra Large 

one topping $21.99
(additional toppings $2 each)

Ventura Automotive 
Repair

Complete Auto, Truck Repair and Service

Open Seven days and on Sunday, too!
500 N. Ventura Avenue, Ventura

648.5262/218.9846
vtaautorepair.com

FREE
 Towing
  to our shop

  w/repair

Japanese Engines
and Transmissions Available

Emergency Service 24/7

657.8341
866.304.2957

$10
FREE GAS

With your next smog certificate
Must Present Coupon Expires 12/31/09

$29.95
AiR CONdiTiONER 

SPECiAl
Must Present Coupon 

Expires 12/31/09

PubliC NOTiCE
dON’T SPENd yOuR MONEy
GROSS POlluTER CERTiFiCATiON CAP/

GOld ShiEld TEST ANd REPAiR STATiON.
CAP and Ventura Automotive Repair can 
help you with your repairs. if your car 
fails at any smog test only center or 

repair station, you may qualify for up to 
$500 in free repairs. For more informa-
tion, call 648.5262. Ask for Francisco.

E. Center St.

E. Prospect St.

W. Prospect St.

N
. V
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Mom Jennifer Rivard with her two daughters 
Olivia and Leia telling Santa (AKA Tim Han-
sen) of all the things that they want as Santa’s  
son Franklin Hansen patiently waits his turn 

YMCA collects 
gifts for 
ACTION 
Foundation
 On December 12, the Ventura Fam-
ily YMCA will host its fourth annual 
“Breakfast with Santa” from 8 – 10 a.m.  
Admission to the event is FREE to YMCA 
members and community residents 
with a donation of an unwrapped toy 
or gift card which will be donated to 
the ACTION Foundation.  The AC-
TION Foundation, a community based 
outreach group, will distribute the gifts 
collected to more than 900 local low in-
come families.   
 “Breakfast with Santa” provides 
children and their parents the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a pancake breakfast and 
meet with Santa who will be available 
to listen to all of the children’s Christ-
mas wishes and take pictures.  Children 
will also have the opportunity to create 
a holiday craft to take home. 
 Each year the Ventura Family 
YMCA chooses a local not-for-profit to 
partner with and all of the toys that are 
donated are distributed to children and 
families in need.  Past partners include 
Casa Pacifica, Kids to Kids, VCMC 
Children’s Oncology Unit and Kids and 
Families Together.  This year, all toy do-
nations will be distributed to ACTION 
Foundation families in need.  

Holiday concert
Continued from page 9
with a concert on December 12.  Called 
“End of an Era,” the program marks the 
last concert to be performed in the old 
VC Theatre building before it is closed for 
remodeling.  The concert begins at 8 p.m.  
Tickets may only be purchased at the door 
the evening of the concert.  The cost is $10 
general admission and $5 for students, 
staff and seniors.

The VC Choir sings the lovely Christ-
mas Oratorio by French composer Saint-
Saens.  Famous for his charming and funny 
“Carnival of the Animals,” the composer 
captures the mood of the holidays.  Strings, 
organ and harp accompany the choir.

The VC Symphony Orchestra welcomes 
brilliant pianist Louise Lofquist in the stir-
ring “First Piano Concerto” by Russian 

composer Dimitri Shostakovich.  This un-
usual concerto is very lively and includes a 
rousing trumpet solo in conversation with 
the piano soloist.  Ms. Lofquist is a profes-
sor at Pepperdine University and one of the 
most sought-after collaborative pianists in 
Western United States.
 The Symphony also plays a medley of 
holiday tunes called “Around the World at 
Christmas Time.”  Added to the program 
is an atmospheric piece called “Autumn” 
by the phenomenal American composer 
Eric Whitacre.  His music is making a huge 
impression all over the world.
 Conductors for the concert are Eliza-
beth Helms, David Gorospe, and Dr. E. 
Burns Taft.
 For additional information, please con-
tact Dr. E. Burns Taft, Professor of Music, 
654-6400 ext. 3210.

 ACTION Foundation sponsors “The 
Community Christmas Shoppe” which 
brings together volunteers from over 
40 area churches to serve local low in-
comes families by providing them with 
toys for Christmas. Each event has been 
a huge success over the last five years. 
 For more information about at-
tending “Breakfast with Santa” please 
call The Ventura Family YMCA at  642-
2131 or visit www.ciymca.org/ventura.
 The Ventura Family YMCA is locat-
ed at 3760 Telegraph Road.  

Ventura 
Nightlife
Bariloche at 500 E Main Street   
(from 7:00pm to 10:00pm)
12/02 Gilberto Gonzalez, Latin Jazz
12/03 Teka, Bossa Nova Music of Brazil
12/04 Gilberto Gonzalez, Latin Jazz
12/05 Gilberto Gonzalez, Latin Jazz
12/06 Ignacio Lopez, Paraguayan Harp
12/07 Chucumite, Music of Veracruz
12/08 Teka, Bossa Nova Music Of Brazil
12/09 Gilberto Gonzalez, Latin Jazz
12/10 Teka, Bossa Nova Music Of Brazil
12/11 Gilberto Gonzalez, Latin Jazz
12/12 Gilberto Gonzalez, Latin Jazz
12/13 Ignacio Lopez, Paraguayan Harp
12/14 Chucumite, Music Of Veracruz
12/15   Teka, Bossa Nova Music of Brazil 

 Good Bar at 533 E Main Street
 12/02     Reggae
12/03    Tricky Disco
12/04     Fear Mia
12/05     The Illusory
12/07     Musician’s Brew
12/08     DJ’s Top 40’s 
12/09     Reggae
12/10    Tricky Disco
12/11     Inna Rude Mood
12/14     Musician’s Brew
12/15     DJ’s Top 40’s

San Souci at 21 S Chestnut
12/02      Shear Pleasure
12/03      Urban Dread
12/04      Automatic Hotel
12/08      Deadbeat Sinners
12/09      DJ  Mathematic
12/11      We Govern We
12/12      Shear Pleasure
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Holiday Hair Specials

$10 OFF WOMENS’ HAIRCUT
Regular Price $35
(New Clients Only)

Expiration Date 12/15/09

Ask for Rebecca 
Located in Harbor Hair Design

1559 Spinnaker Drive, Suite #103
Ventura, 650.9014

$35
FREE HAIR CUT

with Color Service
(New Clients Only)

Expiration Date 12/15/09

Art photographer and Dudley great-
granddaughter, Wendy Bailey, will return 
to her summer vacation home to sign 
copies of her book “Resin Life: Snapshots 
of Asian Ball-Jointed Dolls” at the Dud-
ley House from 1 to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
December 5 during the museum’s 16th 
annual Holiday Boutique.  

Wendy’s love affair with dolls had 
already taken hold when, as a child, she 
began spending part of her summers vis-
iting her aunt, uncle and cousin at the 
1892 farm house which is now an historic 
house museum open to the public.  

Her current passion is the Asian ball-
jointed doll which are strictly for collec-
tors and manufactured in Japan, South 
Korea and China.  Each doll is unique, 
made in lots of fifty or less.  Wendy re-
ports that when a new  doll is released, 
Japanese people of all ages—including 
businessmen—line up around the block 
to purchase one.  

“Some of the dolls have very compli-
cated, on-going stories that are posted in 

“Strength and Dignity are Her Clothing,” by 
Lynne Farrow  will be on exhibit at CMH

CMH launches 
‘Stimulus Pack-
age’ art exhibit 

Community Memorial Hospital ’s 
first-floor walls will be adorned with 
quality original artwork at affordable 
prices this winter when the Community 
Memorial Healthcare Foundation pres-
ents its newest art exhibit, “Our Stimulus 
Package.”

A reception to launch the latest ex-
hibit is set for Tuesday, Dec. 8, from 5 to 

7 p.m., in the hospital’s first-floor lobby. 
While this event is open to the public, 
reservations are requested by calling 641-
3970, or visit www.cmhshealth.org/rsvp.
 The exhibit is a joint partnership 
between CMH, Buenaventura Art Asso-
ciation, the Ventura Chamber of Com-
merce’s Leadership Ventura, and the 
Community Memorial Healthcare Foun-
dation and will run from December 7 to 
March 10, 2010.
 All paintings and drawings in this 
exhibit are by local artists and priced 
at under $500. Proceeds go toward the 
maintenance of the program, local art-
ists, Buenaventura Art Association, and 
philanthropic support of the hospi-
tal through the Community Memorial 
Healthcare Foundation.

Puberty by Omar d’Leon an oil on canvas can 
be seen at the Museum of Ventura County

Museum Re-
ception for 
Exhibition of 
Paintings by 
Nicaraguan Na-
tional Treasure 
Omar d’León
 A public artist’s reception on Thurs-
day, December 10, from 5:00 to7:00 p.m. 
opens the Museum of Ventura County’s 
winter exhibition The Magical Real-
ism of the Americas: The Art of Master 
Painter Omar d’León. Paintings by this 
internationally recognized artist, one of 
the most renowned Nicaraguan painters 
of the last 50 years, will be on exhibition 
from December 11 through February 28. 
The exhibit includes several recent works 
never before shown. 
 Fusing elements of Impressionism 
with magical realism, d’León earned criti-
cal acclaim at an early age. He is known 
for his light reflecting colors and surface 
textures, created by crosshatch scoring 
through oil and wax sometimes more 
then 20 layers deep. The exhibition in-
cludes photographs of this process, as 
well as d’León’s tools and sketchbooks. 
 The artist fled his native country in 
1980 and has been a Camarillo resident 
for 27 years. Today his pieces are in the 
collections of the Museum of Latin 
American Contemporary Art in Washing-
ton, D.C., the Chicago Art Institute, the 
Cuevas Museum in Mexico City, and the 
Museum of Latin American Art in Long 
Beach, among other collections. In 1982 
one of his paintings was reproduced in 

the form of a stamp for UNICEF.
 The Museum of Ventura County is 
located at 89 S. California Street, open 
11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Tuesday through 
Sunday, with free admission to most 
events. For more information, go to www.
venturamuseum.org or call 653-0323.

Celebration of 
Life at the 
Discovery 
Gallery
 An exhibit of original artworks by 
Gwenlyn Norton, titled “Celebration 
of Life”, will be at the Discovery Gal-
lery from Friday, December 4 through 
Wednesday, December 30. The opening 
reception is on Friday, December 4 from 
5-8 pm. during the First Friday Ventura 
Gallery Crawl.
 Bold and exuberant artworks by 
Gwenlyn Norton literally jump out at you 
full of animated spirit and life. Dazzling, 
uniquely cut canvases fill the gallery with 
various selections of mediums; rang-
ing from oils, modeling pastes and gels, 
mixed media, pencils and more. Her im-
ages are jumping boldly, zestful of texture 
and wrapped with crisp, chromatic edges. 
These bright and juicy colors dance along 
with the ability to transform any subject 
matter into a party full of excitement.
 “Bringing the material to life, I want 
it to express its own “beingness”… want-
ing to be free to be itself in all its glory…” 
Extracting life from her materials, with 
her paintbrush she breathes life into each 
individual work of art. She invites ev-
ery viewer to join her in celebrating life, 
which truly radiates through each of her 
vivacious creations.
 The Discovery Gallery is located at 
the Ventura Visitor’s Bureau, 101 S. Cali-
fornia St in downtown Ventura. Hours 
are Monday through Friday from 8:30 
am to 5 pm, Saturday 9 am to 5 pm and 
Sunday from 10 am to 5 pm. Receptions 
during the First Friday Ventura Gallery 
Crawl are held from 5-8 pm. 

Some of Wendy Bailey’s dolls have very complicated, on-going stories

Attention doll-lovers: learn all 
about Asian Ball-Jointed Dolls at 
Dudley House book signing

regular episodes on various internet web-
sites,”  Wendy explains.  “The dolls  com-
municate with each other and even visit 
each other.  I’ve had a visiting doll from 
Chicago!”
 The  book-signing is in conjunction 
with the Dudley House’s Holiday Bou-
tique which runs from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
The museum is located at the corner of 
Ashwood and Loma Vista streets west of 
Ventura College.  Call 641-3563 or visit 
their website at www.dudleyhouse.org for 
more information.
 Also on December 12 Don Shorts, 
expert in early California art and arti-
facts, will sign his latest book, “Mexican 
Muralists In California – A Guide Book” 
from 12 to 2 p.m. at the Holiday Bou-
tique at the Dudley House.  This 200-
page illustrated guide not only includes 
mural art history but also interesting 
nearby sites and places to eat and stay 
while discovering the murals painted by 
“Los Tres Grandes” and other Mexican 
muralists.

The artwork of Scott Jacobs was recently 
featured at an open house at the Artists 
Gallery located at 1792 Callens Rd. He 
was last featured in the Breeze with his 
inspirational portrait of Barack Obama 
after voting in his first election.
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Let Maggie & Claudio be a part 
of your family.

People who really care for the elderly.
Caregiver placement services...

looking out for your needs
Please call us for a free consultation at 

805-642-2472
Royal Retirement Services 

ROYAL
RETIREMENT 

SERVICES, INC.

Claudio & Maggie
de Medeiros

An exhibit of original artworks by 
Linda Peterson titled “Through My Win-
dow” will be at the Harbor Village Gal-
lery, from Wednesday, December 16 to 
Sunday, January 24. An artist reception is 
Thursday, December 17 from 5 – 8pm.

Whether the subject is from the or-
dinary or exotic, one can truly feel her 
excitement and love for life. Her imag-
es stand strong on their own as well as 
a collective, evolving series. Peterson’s 
photographs are intrinsic portals that 
take you into a world full of beauty, 
character and diversity. 

Her photographs are composed of 
the roots of America including Texas, 

“Blue” a photograph by Linda Peterson will be on display in the Village

“Through My Window” original 
photographs by Linda Peterson at 
the Harbor Village Gallery

the Southwest, Yosemite and Montana 
and many locations throughout Eu-
rope. Life beams in her work, among de-
tails and a soft painterly effect, known 
as Polaroid Manipulation. Peterson 
openly invites the viewer to share her 
experiences, look “Through My Win-
dow”, and pause for contemplation.
 The Harbor Village Gallery is locat-
ed at 1591 Spinnaker Dr. in the Ven-
tura Harbor Village. Open everyday 
except Tuesday from 12 to 5 pm.  For 
more information, call the gallery at 
644-2750 or visit  www.harborvillage-
gallery.com or www.buenaventuragal-
lery.org

Senior Living

Cypress Place Senior Living Marketing Direc-
tor Mike Macke and Executive Director Jim 
Duran sit with a few of the suitcases being col-
lected for children in the foster care system in 
Ventura County”.  

Cypress Place 
Senior Living 
takes care of 
all ages 

Bratwurst and beer were in abun-
dance at the recently held Oktoberfest 
celebration and open house at Cypress 

Place Senior Living in Ventura .  The an-
nual event was open to the public and at-
tendees enjoyed great food and live enter-
tainment and were given the opportunity 
of seeing the newly remodeled facility.  
 “Our community is home to over 150 
seniors,” said Executive Director Jim Du-
ran.  We offer independent and assisted 
living as well as memory care.  The re-
model allows us to continue providing 
an exceptional living environment along 
with our quality care.”  
 The beautiful senior living campus 
features an Active Senior Living com-
munity and adjacent Assisted Living 
and Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care com-
munity connected by a lushly land-
scaped courtyard.  
 Cypress Place is also collecting suit-
cases for children in the foster care sys-
tem.  When a child enters foster care for 
the first time, it is usually in a time of 
crisis and confusion.  Often the child’s 
possessions are hurriedly stuffed into a 
garbage bag or box.  
 The child then shows up at the door-
step of a foster home, frightened and 
scared, holding this trash bag or box.

Continued on page 13
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by Nanci Cone

“Make each day a masterpiece” is an 
original quote from Coach John Wooden 
and 22-year-old writer Dallas Woodburn 
takes it to heart and tries to follow it in 
her daily life.  As the daughter of a sports 
writer, she was inspired by him and began 
putting her thoughts and stories into writ-
ing while still in elementary school.

In fifth grade at Ventura’s Poinsettia 
Elementary School, she applied for and re-
ceived a grant to create a book of her short 
stories, poetry and drawings that she titled, 
“There’s a Huge Pimple on My Nose.”  The 
first 40 copies, printed at Kinko’s, sold out 
in one day to her classmates, as did her sec-
ond printing.  From there, her career was off 
and running.  Not knowing any better, Ms. 
Woodburn immediately sent off copies of 
the book to newspapers and magazines and 
ultimately received favorable reviews from 
them, including one from the Los Angeles 
Times.

Since then, Dallas has published the 
book, “3 a.m.” as well as short stories for 
such publications as Family Circle, Writer’s 
Digest, The Writer, Cicada, CO-ED, Justine, 
and the Los Angeles Times.  In 2000, she 
founded “Write On!” a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to encouraging young people 
to discover joy, confidence, self-expression 
and connection with others through their 
own reading and writing. The organization 
collects and distributes books to those un-
able to afford them and endows a scholar-
ship to send budding authors to summer 
writing camp. A portion of the proceeds 
from the sale of “3 a.m.” will go towards this 
scholarship fund.

“I discovered my passion so early in life 

and I think it’s a gift to find what you’re 
meant to do.  I feel most alive when I’m 
sharing, especially with kids,” says Ms. 
Woodburn.  “Write On! started when I be-
gan visiting classrooms and reading my sto-
ries.  Teachers said they had trouble getting 
students motivated and they didn’t have 
enough funds to get kids interested in cre-
ative writing.  They didn’t write for fun.  I 
thought of all the gifts writing has given to 
me such as allowing me to overcome shy-
ness.  I’ve seen when kids started journaling 
and expressing themselves through writ-
ing, they have become happier and more 
fulfilled.  When I visited schools, only a few 
kids would raise their hands to say they en-
joyed writing.  After I talked to the students, 
I found at the end of my talk that they re-
alized they have a lot to say and that this 
would give them a real outlet as viable art-
ists and writers,” she goes on to say.  
 To date, Write On! has funded a young 
writer to go through the Santa Barbara 
Writers Conference Young Writers Program 
for three years and a student to attend the 
USC Summer Seminars Program.  Write 
On! also does a holiday book drive to col-
lect new and gently used books to distribute 
to various charities.  Any students that visit 
the website at www.writeonbooks.org will 
discover resources about how to get started 
writing, the online writing contest open to 
students 8-18 in various categories, inter-
views with authors, information about the 
Summer Writing Camp, and how teachers 
can schedule a visit by Ms. Woodburn to 
their school.
 This award-winning author, teacher 
and philanthropist offers local seniors and 

Dallas Woodburn with the wonderful young writers who made the Second Annual Write On! 
Summer Writing Camp a huge success!  The Camp is given by Dallas for youths ages 8-18. 

Dallas Woodburn - she’s young, 
beautiful and talented too and 
signing books at Cypress Place

Senior Cone-nection Your Senior 
Care Tidbits
by Claudio de Medeiros

 I believe the biggest problem with the  
elderly will be with the Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease. These are some of the symptoms with 
early stages of the disease.
 Memory loss, such as forgetting recently 
learned information like names and phone 
numbers. 
 Difficulty performing familiar tasks, 
such as cooking a meal. 
 Problems with language, such as forget-
ting simple words or substituting unusual 
words. 
 Disorientation as to time and place, 
such as forgetting where you live on your 
street. 
 Poor or decreased judgment, such as 
dressing improperly for the weather or giv-
ing away large sums of money to strangers. 
 Misplacing things, like putting an iron 
in the freezer or a wristwatch in the sugar 
bowl.
 Changes in mood or behavior, such as 
rapid mood swings.
 Changes in personality, such as becom-
ing extremely or dependent on a family 
member. 
 Loss of initiative, such as sleeping all the 
time or watching television all day.
 People in the very early stages of Al-
zheimer’s disease can have their driving per-
formance checked regularly to make sure 
they can drive safely. 
 Soon after the diagnosis of Alzheimer’s 
disease, consider writing a living will and as-
signing a durable power of attorney for med-
ical. These documents will ensure that your 
wishes for medical care are documented.
 A task may take longer than it used to, 
but if you want to continue doing it, you 
should try. Make changes as needed. For 
example, if you no longer feel comfortable 
cooking, consider other tasks you are com-
fortable with.
 Make your home safe. Tack down rugs, 

Cypress Place
Continued from page 12
This scene is often repeated numerous 
times as the child is moved from one home 
to another.  
 Jim Duran, Executive Director for Cy-
press Place Senior Living was so moved by 
this information that his team immediately 
went to work in order to make a difference in 
the lives of these foster children.  “We feel a 
child’s life is worth more than a trash bag or 
box,” says Duran, “and so we are collecting 
suitcases to give to these children through a 
program we are calling Suitcases for Kids.”    
 From now until December 15, you can 
donate a new or gently used suitcase to be 
given to one of the nearly 800 foster children 
in Ventura County.  If the suitcase is not new, 
the used suitcase will be cleaned by the resi-
dents at Cypress Place Senior Living so that 
these foster children will be given a “good as 
new” suitcase.
 You may drop off suitcases at Cypress 
Place Senior Living at 1200 & 1220 Cypress 
Point Lane in Ventura.  On the week before 
Christmas, Cypress Place will be inviting the 
foster children to the senior community and 
at that time will present them with their very 
own suitcase.  Please help give a child a glim-
mer of hope and sense of dignity this holi-
day season.  

interested others the chance to meet her at a 
book signing on Friday, December 4 from 2 
to 4 p.m. at Cypress Place senior living com-
munity located at 1200 Cypress Point Lane 
in Ventura.  “We are extremely pleased to 
bring our residents a chance to work with 
this talented author,” said Executive Direc-
tor Jim Duran. “Their lives – as all of ours 
would be – are enhanced by learning and 
continuing to grow.”
 To make reservations to meet, listen to 
Ms. Woodburn read from “3 a.m.”  and get 
a book signed, please call Cypress Place at 
650-8000.  “I look forward to meeting book 
lovers of all ages!” says Dallas.

put non slip tape in the tub or use handrails, 
and put safety switches on stoves and appli-
ances. 
 Make sure you eat a balanced diet. It’s 
important to get plenty of whole grains, 
fruits, and vegetables every day. 
 Some people with dementia have trou-
ble sleeping. If you do, avoid napping during 
the day, get regular exercise (but not within 
several hours of bedtime), and try drinking a 
glass of warm milk before going to bed. 
 Deal with depression. Many people with 
dementia have a problem with depression 
too. Talk with your family or friends about 
how you feel. 
 Schedule activities and tasks for times of 
day when you are best able to handle them. 
 Use labels, lists, sticky notes, and other 
helpful devices as reminders. 
 Before you go out alone, write down the 
destination, how to get there, and how to get 
back home.
 Remain active. Staying active and in-
volved may slow the deterioration of mental 
abilities. 
 Plan for the future. You should review 
legal and financial documents. 
 The last word of advice, drink lots of wa-
ter, 6- 8 cups and if you don’t like the taste 
of water, add a squeeze of lemon or lime to 
flavor the water. Water is probably the best 
savior to many diseases since your body is 
comprised of 75% water.
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The future is now.
The Breeze is available online 24/7, 

along with useful links, staff biogra-
phies and online-only goodies.

www.venturabreeze.com 

Sports

School

by Mira Reverente

Walk-a-thon, jog-a-thon, read-a-thon, 
erg-a-thon…Say that again?

In rowing parlance, the “erg” is short 
for ergometer, the rowing machine avail-
able in most health clubs, which re-
sembles the actual rowing motion. The 
Erg-a-thon was an all-day fundraiser and 
rowing event on land organized by the 
Lake Casitas Rowing Association to raise 
money for two boats.

Passers-by gawked and probably won-
dered what was going on at the corner of 
California and Santa Clara streets one 
sunny Saturday morning. Wendy Gillett, 
junior coach, explained, “This is our first 
ever fundraiser. We need two new single 
sculls for our high school team. These 
new boats will be for racing and are thin-
ner and lighter.”

The singles, as the one-person boats 
are called, cost about $6,500 each. So far, 
the Casitas Rowers have raised $9,000 
but will keep on fundraising for the sec-
ond boat.
Top-notch coaches

Founded in 2008 by Eric and Wen-
dy Gillett, the club has made historical 
Lake Casitas, venue of the rowing events 
during the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics, 
their home for the last 18 months. Three 
mornings and a few afternoons a week, 
rowers of various ages and abilities can be 
found at the lake. Some go out solo or in 
groups of two, four or eight. 

Eric Gillett, executive director and 
head coach, is a seasoned former US 
Rowing Team member. During the 1998 
World Championships in Germany, Gil-
lett and his teammates brought silver 
medals home. His wife, Wendy, was also a 
competitive rower in college. The Gilletts 
were working the crowd during the Erg-
a-thon and explaining the basics of the 
sport. To a potential recruit, Eric coaxed, 
“You’re doing just fine. But don’t grip the 
handle too tightly. Now lean forward and 
then pull.”

For all ages
The high school team was present and ac-
counted for. Bridget Leire, a high school 
sophomore in Thousand Oaks, recalled, 
“I started rowing last summer and I’ve 
raced twice. I am really loving and enjoy-
ing the program. The next step for me 
would be making varsity team, which will 
hopefully happen soon.”
 Several adult members were also pres-
ent to lend their support and do their 
share in rowing the targeted 100,000 me-
ters. Lorelle Dawes, a high school assis-
tant principal, waited for her turn to row 
for 15 minutes on the erg. An avid cyclist, 
Dawes started rowing in the summer of 
2008 and quickly moved on to the adult 
masters team. Dawes explained, “I love 
the great core workout that it gives me. It 
really complements cycling.”
 For Aileen Osborn, rowing completes 
her intense workout regimen, which is 
composed of swimming, yoga and Pi-
lates. “I row thrice a week and also do it 
on my own sometimes. My core strength 
and cardio-vascular condition have tre-
mendously improved because of rowing,” 
said Osborn, a native of Ventura.
No experience necessary
Interest and a willingness to learn are 
more important than experience. “Any-
one can try it out,” said Wendy. “All we 
ask is that they attend a learn-to-row 
event first,” she added. Usually held quar-
terly, the next one is on Saturday, January 
2, 2010 at 8:30 am.” 
 The fees are quite reasonable, ranging 
from $49 to $69 a month plus a $165 ini-
tiation fee. Racing fees and uniforms are 
not included. 
 For more information or to donate:
Lake Casitas Rowing Association
Lake Casitas Recreation Area
11311 Santa Ana Road
Ventura, California 93001
642-2288 or www.CasitasRowing.org

Soccer cham-
pions holding 
open tryouts
 The Ventura County Fusion Premier 
Development League (PDL) team will be 
holding open tryouts for the upcoming 
2010 PDL season as well as a schedule 
of exhibition matches against profes-
sional teams. As the Fusion gears up to 
defend it’s National Championship title 
the search is on for top college players 
and undiscovered talent playing in other 
open leagues to add to the roster of the 
championship winning team. 
 The Fusion beat the Chicago Fire 2-1 
in a televised game on Fox Soccer Chan-
nel to win the PDL National Champi-
onship.
 Aside from the great playing oppor-
tunity, the Fusion has a history of pro-
viding a pathway for players to get to the 
next level through their extensive con-
tacts in the professional game through-
out the world. 
 For more information please visit 
www.vcfusion.com or contact Brian 
Nowakowski at (805) 830-8027.

Kuhn true to his 
word
 Indiana driver Brad Kuhn delivered 
on a promise and won the ARP presents the 
J.W. Mitchell Fall Classic for USAC Midgets 
at Ventura Raceway on November 21.
 Kuhn said during an interview on 
national television a week earlier that he 
planned to race in the Fall Classic at Ven-
tura and win the $5,000 winner’s share of 
the purse. Saturday he took the lead in 
time to lead the final eight laps and win 
the 40-lap Classic.
 “I can’t thank the Mitchell fam-
ily enough,” said Kuhn. “They had a 
loss when they lost J.W. but they are still 
around.”
 The event honored the memory of 
the late J.W. Mitchell who suffered fatal 
injuries in a midget crash nine years ago. 
Matt Mitchell, J.W.’s nephew, was in the 
Classic field.
 Ventura’s Cory Kruseman started on 
the pole and led the early going. Bryan 
Clauson led nine laps in the middle of the 
race and before Kuhn took over.
 Chad Boat (Phoenix) finished second, 
followed by Ryan Caplan (Chico), Kruse-
man and Brad Loyet (Sunset Hills, Mo.).
 Kuhn told promoter Jim Naylor af-
ter the race, “I didn’t know I was on TV,” 
when he mentioned racing at Ventura. 

VYBA now 
hiring officials 
for the winter 
season
 The Ventura Youth Basketball Asso-
ciation (VYBA) is seeking basketball offi-
cials for its 2010 winter season (January 
4-March 13). Paid training is available for 
qualified persons, ages 14 years to adult, 
for this part-time work on Saturdays and 
some weeknights starting in January. 
 Call VYBA at 658-4705 for more in-
formation or visit www.vyba.org. You 
must apply by December 6.  In 2010  the 
VYBA is celebrating 55 years as the area’s 
largest recreation basketball program for 
youth with 1,000 boys and girls playing 
annually. 

Ventura Job & 
Career Center 
classes
 Thursday, December 3 - Resumes that 
Sell, 8:30 am – 4:00 pm - hands-on work-
shop providing assistance in completing 
a resume, cover and thank-you letters. 
Walk away with a portfolio that shows off 
professional skills and experience. 
 Tuesday, December 8 - Explore Your 
Future, 8:30 am – 2:30 pm - complete a 
self-evaluation to help identify your skills 
and aspirations. Gain insight into the 
hidden labor market and develop a career 
strategy based on high-demand occupa-
tions
 Wednesday, December 9 - Tap into the 
Hidden Job Market, 1 pm – 4 pm - learn 
how to initiate contacts and job leads and 
why networking is so important. Gain 
important insight and tools for finding 
job leads before they are advertised. 
 Thursday, December 10 - Dollars 
and Sense, 1 pm – 4 pm - gain a basic 
understanding of good/bad debt, credit, 
spending triggers, budgeting and finan-
cial goals. Take control of your financial 
future. 
 Tuesday, December 15 - Winning In-
terviews, 9 am – 4 pm - supplies the tools 
to make a lasting first impression when 
interviewing. 
 Wednesday, December 16 - Job Reten-
tion, 1 pm – 4 pm - learn how to succeed 
at your new job. This mini-career shop 
will help you discover what employers are 
really looking for in their employees and 
how to make yourself more valuable.
 Tuesday, December 22 - Online Job 
Search Strategies, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm - 
teaches useful and successful methods 
of surfing the Internet for job leads, and 
how to properly respond. Must have ba-
sic computer skills. Bring your completed 
resume on 3 ½” floppy disk. 
 Career Shops are offered at no cost 
to Job Seekers. Space is limited. Prior 
registration required by calling the Ven-
tura Job & Career Center at 654-3435 
to enroll. Career Shops are presented in 
partnership with Ventura County Job & 
Career Centers and are sponsored by the 
Human Services Agency and the Work-
force Investment Board. Equal opportu-
nity Employer/Program/Service – TDD/
TT Inquiries call 1 (800) 735-2922. Aux-
iliary aids and services are available upon 
request to individual with disabilities. 

VMF student 
jazz competi-
tion to feature 
five finalists in a 
live competition
 Five high school students will vie for 
the chance to play when the Ventura Mu-
sic Festival hosts its third annual Student 
Jazz Competition on Jan. 10. Latin-jazz 

What was going on at the corner of California and Santa Clara streets?

Rowing merrily and fervently

“I thought it was just two guys talking. 
What does the mention on SPEED pay?”
 Whittier’s Andrew Mulhearn won the 
Ford Focus Midget feature, which was the 
national championship race for the series, 
and he joked over the public address sys-
tem, “I’ve never had a title say national on 
it, let alone national champion.”
 Alex Jacobsen (San Jose) won the USAC 
Junior Focus Midget race and said, “This is 
my first win and it came in a big race!”
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Lincoln 
Elementary 
receives 2009 
Green School 
Award
 In celebration of America Recycles 
Day on November 15, the City of Ven-
tura’s Environmental Services Office  an-
nounced Lincoln Elementary School as 
the winner of the annual Green School 
Award for achievement in environmental 
excellence.
 Ventura Mayor Christy Weir and 
Agromin CEO Bill Camarillo presented 
the award at the beginning of the City 
Council meeting on Monday, Nov. 16 in 
the Ventura City Hall Council Chambers.
 A second presentation to the students 
was made during their school assembly 
at Lincoln Elementary on Thursday, No-
vember 19.
 Representatives from the City’s Envi-
ronmental Services Office and Agromin 
Premium Soil Products selected Lincoln 
Elementary as the winning school based 
on an application submitted by principal 
Lee Warner. The application detailed the 
ongoing environmental efforts by Lin-
coln Elementary School students, par-
ents, faculty and staff.
 “Lincoln Elementary was selected 
because of their amazing recycling col-
lection system that helps fund their art 
program,” said Environmental Services 
Specialist Christine Wied.  She added, 
“The school has been recognized by the 
State Department of Conservation two 
years in a row for the amount of material 
they recycle and keep out of the landfill. 
Lincoln was also a finalist in a national 
environmental contest sponsored by ‘All’ 
brand detergent.”  In addition to recy-
cling and waste reduction efforts camps 
wide, the school also has an impressive 
gardening program.
 Special “environmental hero” recog-
nition certificates will also be presented 
to Loma Vista Elementary for energy 
conservation, Montalvo Elementary for 
their MERITO environmental education 

The Story of 
Chanukah 
(Hanukkah)
 Every year Jewish people around the 
world celebrate the holiday of Chanukah, 
the Festival of Lights. Chanukah begins 
on the 25th day of the Hebrew month of 
Kislev, but the starting date on the western 
calendar varies from year to year. This year 
it starts on sundown on December 11. The 
holiday celebrates the events which took 
place over 2,300 years ago in the land of 
Judea, which is now Israel 
 As the story is told long ago in the land 
of Judea there was a Syrian king, Antiochus. 
The king ordered the Jewish people to reject 
their G-d, their religion, their customs and 
their beliefs and to worship the Greek gods. 
There were some who did as they were told, 
but many refused. One who refused was Ju-
dah Maccabee.
 Judah and his four brothers formed 
an army and chose as their name the word 
“Maccabee”, which means hammer. After 
three years of fighting, the Maccabees were 
finally successful in driving the Syrians out 
of  Israel and reclaimed the Temple in Jeru-
salem. The Maccabees wanted to clean the 
building and to remove the hated Greek 
symbols and statues. On the 25th day of the 
month of Kislev, the job was finished and 
the temple was rededicated 
 When Judah and his followers finished 
cleaning the temple, they wanted to light 
the eternal light, known as the N’er Tamid, 
which is present in every Jewish house of 
worship. Once lit, the oil lamp should never 
be extinguished 
 Only a tiny jug of oil was found with 
only enough for a single day. The oil lamp 
was filled and lit. Then a miracle occurred as 
the tiny amount of oil stayed lit not for one 
day, but for eight days 
 Jews celebrate Chanukah to mark the 
victory over the Syrians and the rededica-
tion of the Jerusalem Temple. The Festival 
of the Lights, Chanukah, lasts for eight days 
to commemorate the miracle of the oil. The 
word Chanukah means “rededication” 
 In America, families celebrate Chanu-
kah at home. They give and receive gifts, 
decorate the house, entertain friends and 
family, eat special foods, and light the holi-
day menorah and prepare latkes for eating.
Great latkes 
 What is the secret to making great lat-
kes? The starchier the potato, the crisper the 
latke. As for varieties, there are many,  bak-
ing potatoes (the starchiest), Yukon Golds, 
and boiling potatoes (the least starchy). You 
can easily double this recipe for a crowd. 
 Active time: 45 min Start to finish: 45 
min
Servings: Makes 12 to 16 latkes.
Ingredients
1 lb potatoes
1/2 cup finely chopped onion
1 large egg, lightly beaten

Ventura Klemzer 
Band performs
 The Ventura Klemzer Band will play 
a Chanukah Concert after the 9:30 a.m. 
Brotherhood Brunch on Sunday De-
cember 13 at Temple Beth Torah’s 

percussionist Escovedo will appear with 
his ensemble at Ventura High School 
Theatre on Feb. 13.

For the third consecutive year, the 
Ventura Music Festival will sponsor a 
student jazz competition open to all high 
school students in Ventura , Santa Bar-
bara and Los Angeles counties.

The live concert competition marks a 
shift from previous years, when students 
submitted CDs of their work and judges 
selected a winner. This year, judges will 
pick five finalists from submitted CDs. Fi-
nalists will perform two songs live on stage 
with the Ventura-based jazz trio, Coda. 

The winner of the competition will 
play on stage with Escovedo, receive a 
$500 scholarship and complimentary 
tickets for his or her entire high school 
jazz band to the Escovedo show. Second 
place will be awarded a $250 scholarship 
and third place will receive a $150 schol-
arship. Both second and third place win-
ners receive complimentary tickets to the 
live competition and Escovedo concert.

Deadline for submission is Dec. 18, 
2009. To enter, students must record one 
song (no vocals, instruments only). For 
details, visit http://www.venturamusic-
festival.org/Education.html and click on 
the 2010 Student Jazz Competition link, 
or call Jenny Toder at the Festival office at  
648-3146. 

For more information about Escove-
do and his music go to www.peteescove-
do.com.  

program, Pierpont Elementary for their 
water conservation efforts, and Portola 
Elementary for their outstanding recy-
cling program.
 “Many public and private schools 
are doing great things to help our envi-
ronment,” Wied continued. “The City, 
in partnership with Agromin Premium 
Soil Products, wanted to recognize and 
encourage those school efforts through 
the creation of an annual Green School 
Award.”  Agromin is a locally based com-
pany that partners with the City of Ven-
tura to recycle green waste into premium 
soil products.  

1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 to 3/4 cup olive oil 
Accompaniments: sour cream and apple-
sauce 
Preparation
Preheat oven to 250°F. 
 Peel potatoes and coarsely grate by 
hand, transferring to a large bowl of cold 
water as grated. Soak potatoes 1 to 2 min-
utes after last batch is added to water, then 
drain well in a colander. 
 Spread grated potatoes and onion on 
a kitchen towel and roll up jelly-roll style. 
Twist towel tightly to wring out as much 
liquid as possible. Transfer potato mixture 
to a bowl and stir in egg and salt. 
 Heat 1/4 cup oil in a 12-inch nonstick 
skillet over moderately high heat until hot 
but not smoking. Working in batches of 4 
latkes, spoon 2 tablespoons potato mixture 
per latke into skillet, spreading into 3-inch 
rounds with a fork. Reduce heat to moder-
ate and cook until undersides are browned, 
about 5 minutes. Turn latkes over and cook 
until undersides are browned, about 5 min-
utes more. Transfer to paper towels to drain 
and season with salt. Add more oil to skillet 
as needed. Keep latkes warm on a wire rack 
set in a shallow baking pan in oven. 
Cooks’ notes: 
Latkes may be made up to 8 hours ahead. 
Reheat on a rack set over a baking sheet in a 
350°F oven, about 5 minutes. 
Grating the potatoes, soaking them briefly 
in water, and then squeezing out the liquid 
(as we’ve done here) keeps the batter from 
turning brown too quickly.

Festival of 
Lights a 
family 
Hanukkah 
celebration  
 Music, dance, art, food and holiday 
concert with a special appearance by the 
Simcha dancers.
 A fun celebration with something 
to inspire you! Everyone is invited to 
bring their own Menorah and candles 
to join in the Community Lighting Cer-
emony.
 Congregation Elohim Hu Ahavah 
The Place where G-d is Love.
 Friday, Dec. 11 at 6:30 - 9:00 PM at 
the Harbor Community Room, 3100 
Preble Ave.,Ventura.
 For info call 289-4835 or email tap-
estry77@hotmail.com.

Meister Hall, 7620 Foothill Road at 
Kimball. The concert, dance and drei-
dle spin is for all ages and the entire 
community.  VKB, Ventura County’s 
oldest Klemzer band,  has performed 
in five counties the past 22 year but 
having been on the road, this will be 
the band’s first Chanukah concert 
back in it’s Ventura county home in 
seven years.  Brunch includes lox, ba-
gel, eggs, fruit, coffee and desert plus 
traditional suvganiout doughnuts 
and potato latke pancakes.  The cost 
for this special Chanukah  brunch is 
$7 in advance or $10 at the door. Res-
ervations for the December 13 brunch 
and concert can be made by calling 
Temple Beth Torah at 647-4181.
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Professor Scamp
Ph.D

Police and Fire Reports

“Bad boys, bad boys, whatcha gonna do...?”

Professor Scamp, Ph.D  (Pretty Happy Dog)

ScampClub

Join 
Scamp
Club

Animals of all sorts can join the Scamp-
club. Email me your picture and a little 
about yourself, including your address, 
to Scampclub@venturabreeze.com. 
You will be in the Breeze and receive a 
Scampclub Card that will get you the 
following discounts. Scampclub mem-
bers can receive:

–10% off dog wash at Cameos Dog 
Grooming, 1058 S. Seaward 648.3800
–$3.00 off bathing at Applause Four 
Paws, 2008 Thompson 648.2757
–Wed. $3.00 off Grooming, 10% off for 
all Seniors (Over 62) Naturally for 
Paws, 1766 Thompson 648.7297
–50% off first grooming - 10% off fol-
lowing grooming at Aloha Grooming, 
1076 Front Street, 643.4852
–10% off pet sitting, dog training and 
MORE at Prancing Pet Services, 
890.1406

 Recently, for what I thought would be a nice opportunity to shoot the 
Breeze with my pals I went to Aloha Dog Grooming. It’s a nice place to visit 
to hang out with other dogs and some other animals that I don’t know what 
they are.
 So I was sitting on this somewhat cold table hanging out with owner Tina 
Baselire and Robin Cooper having a very nice time when all of a sudden Rob-
in had her hands in my mouth with some funny tools and I suddenly realized 
that I was there under false pretenses and I was having my teeth cleaned.
 It really turned out not to be so bad at all and she was very gentle and gave 
me a treat after. I think that I will do that again in 49 years (dog years).
Scamp

Hi: I’m a 3 year old standard poodle 
named Matisse and I live in Chats-
worth. I really like other dogs and en-
joy agility events. Some of my favorite 
things are hanging out with my best 
friend and companion Marcia, going 
to dog events and, of course, treats. I 
also like coming to Ventura during 
the summer cause it’s soooo cool.

n   The Humane Soci-
ety of Ventura County 
will hold its annual 
“Santa Paws” fund-
raiser on Dec. 5 and 
Dec. 12, where pets 
– with their families – 
can have their pictures 

taken with Santa. The photo shoots will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. both Sat-
urdays at the HSVC’s Ojai shelter, 402 Bry-
ant St in Ojai. The cost is $20 for one 4 x 6 
photo, but for an extra donation, families 
can have a compact disc containing all the 
digital photos taken of them.
n Even though Wright Library has closed 
Star Soto has told me that the  Paws for 
Reading Program will be moving to Foster 
Library. It is a wonderful program where 
kids who are having reading problems read 
to dogs who wag their tails in apprecia-
tion. 
n  During these hard economic times, 
we need to remember that pets need to 
eat too. Through the generous support of 
Petco, local food stores and many individu-
als, Ventura County Animal Regulation has 
opened a Pet Pantry at its Camarillo Shel-
ter. The pantry offers dry and canned dog 
and cat food. It is open on Sunday morn-
ings from 10 AM to noon, or until the food 
runs out.

The Pet Pantry is located in the Cama-
rillo Shelter horse barn, situated at rear of 
the shelter property by the horse corrals. 
For more information on the Pet Pantry, 
call 388-4341.

The Camarillo animal shelter (located 
next to the Camarillo Airport ) has new 
operating hours with the new time change. 
They will be open Saturdays and Sundays 
from 9am to 4pm. Mondays from 10am to 
7pm and Wednesdays through Fridays 3 to 
7pm. They will be closed on Tuesdays for 
reclaiming and adopting animals.
n The Cats Cradle Rescue organization 
recently moved into 4160 Market St. where 
it has opened its first Adoption Center and 
Thrift Store. 

Cats Cradle has been around for about 
10 years but this is their first permanent 
shelter. Their goal is to make sure that every 
kitten and cat born in Ventura County has 
a chance to live a long healthy life in a lov-

ing home. Of course the home should have 
a dog in it to make sure that the cat toes the 
line.
 So if you want an animal that doesn’t 
do anything but lay around all day not lis-
tening to anything that it is told to do by 
all means go visit them and take one home. 
They can be reached at 649-6913 or www.
catscradlerescue.org.
n Naturally for Paws, located at 1766 E. 
Thompson  is holding a charity gala event 
to benefit local animal care efforts. This 
will be a fun and festive celebration for pets 
and pet owners. All  proceeds from this spe-
cial event will be donated to the Humane 
League of Ventura County in Ojai.
 Photos with Santa and your four-legged 
family members will be on  Saturday, De-
cember 5 from 12 noon to 3:00 p.m. Only 
$1.00 for a beautiful color photo, a wonder-
ful fun photo opportunity and you might 
get lucky and see me there. Call 648-7297 
for more information.

by Joseph Owen 

Fight at Ventura High School
On Thursday November 5 Ventura Police 
Officer J. Quezada was assigned to Ven-
tura High School as the school resource 
officer. At 2:35pm Officer Quezada was 
alerted to a disturbance inside the ad-
ministration office instigated by a 15 year 
old male juvenile student. 

When Officer Quezada arrived at the 
scene the student fled the office. As the 
officer followed the juvenile he continued 
his unruly behavior by kicking a vending 
machine and several bicycles.

As the officer followed the juvenile to 
the north side of the school quad area the 
student became more combative and chal-
lenged Officer Quezada to a fight. Officer 
Quezada attempted to detain the minor, 
but he attacked the officer and a brawl en-
sued.  

Campus aids and Assistant Principal 
Ethan Gray went to assist Officer Quezada, 
however they were thwarted by a second 
male student who came to the assistance 
of the first juvenile. Gray was pushed back-
wards causing him to stumble, but was not 
injured. 

Both students were ultimately taken 
into custody. The first juvenile was lodged 

at Ventura County Juvenile Hall for chal-
lenging to fight in a public place), resist, 
delay, or obstructing a peace officer and 
resisting or deterring a peace officer. The 
second student was cited and released to 
his legal guardian for battery committed 
against a school employee. Officer Quezada 
was treated and released at Ventura County 
Medical Center for minor injuries. 
Arson on Daphne Avenue
Late Monday night on November 9, 20 
year old Gabriel Reyes of Ventura found 
his truck fully engulfed in flames while 
parked in the driveway of his home lo-
cated in the 1500 block of Daphne Ave. 
Ventura City Fire Department quickly 
arrived and extinguished the blaze that 
appears to have started in the interior 
and then spread to the  exterior of the ve-
hicle. The truck was declared a total loss 
and the front of Mr. Reyes’ home suffered 
minor heat damage because of the close 
proximity to the vehicle. 
 A following joint investigation by 
Ventura Police Officers and a fire arson 
investigator ruled out any possibility of 
the fire being accidental. No suspects 
were immediately identified and the ar-
son investigation is continuing. 
Police shooting on Palma Drive
On Saturday November 14 at about 

10:30pm the Ventura Police Department 
received information from the Simi Val-
ley Police Department regarding a do-
mestic dispute that had occurred earlier 
in the day in their city. They identified the 
individual they were trying to locate as 34 
year old Daniel Chilson of Simi Valley. 
Simi PD advised VPD the suspect could 
be armed with a handgun and might be 
on his way to his place of business in the 
2800 Block of Palma Dr. in Ventura .
 Officers checked the location many 
times during the evening and about mid-
night the suspect was seen attempting to 
hide on the roof of the building.  As ad-
ditional officers arrived a perimeter was 
set up to secure the surrounding vicin-
ity.  At about 4:19am The Ventura Police 
SWAT Team was requested and soon ar-
rived on scene.  During phone commu-
nication with the suspect he threatened 
to shoot SWAT Officers if they attempt-
ed to get involved.
 The suspect was uncooperative and 
wouldn’t respond to Officer’s requests 
to surrender. As the morning wore on 
he changed his location many times and 
continued to conceal himself from po-
lice. Ventura Police then requested the 
assistance from the Oxnard Police De-
partment (Armored Vehicle) and the Ven-

tura County Sheriff ’s Remote Bomb unit 
in help locating the suspect. The search 
continued through the morning, but of-
ficers used extreme caution when Chilson 
was spotted because of the report he was 
armed with a gun.  
 At about 2:30 in the afternoon the 
suspect ran from the rear of a building 
on to the west side of Palma Dr. Officers 
confronted Chilson who was still in pos-
session of the handgun, and told him to 
stop. Chilson slowed and then turned 
toward the officers who then fired their 
weapons striking the suspect. Ventura 
Fire Dept and ambulance personnel im-
mediately rendered first aid, but Chilson 
succumbed to his injuries. 
  The Ventura Police Department 

Scamp reports...
Do you call this lunch?
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Police Continued Movie Time

Jacob Cunningham and Kevin Natale will be 
on hand for the second preview of the movie 
“Thy Will Be Done” screening December 17 at 
the Century 10 in downtown Ventura .

Thy Will Be Done 
receives second 
screening
by Tim Pompey

  Following the successful screening of 
the documentary “Thy Will Be Done” at 
the Ventura Film Festival in March, a sec-
ond showing of the film has been sched-
uled at the Century 10 Theater in down-
town Ventura for Thursday, December 
17, 7 p.m. This showing is a fundraising 
event that will allow the film to continue 
its festival, distribution, and outreach ef-
forts and offset some of the cost of those 
efforts. For more film info visit http://
venturafilmsociety.com. 
 In the meantime, The Breeze caught 
up with director Jacob Cunningham and 
documentary subject Kevin Natale to dis-
cuss the film and its continued effect on 
both of their lives.
 T:  What’s the latest news regarding this 
film on the festival circuit?
 J:    Well, we have submitted to fifteen 
festivals now, not including the Ventura 
Film Festival. We’ve heard back from 
twelve and we’ve gotten twelve thumbs 
down.  But we’re rolling with the punch-
es. We were prepped for this by Lorenzo 
and some of the other film guys that have 
more experience with the film festival cir-
cuit, so it wasn’t a big blow. We were told: 
submit to twenty, if you get into one, be 
excited about it.
 T:  Kevin, since the film premiered last 
spring, what impact has it had on your life?
 K:   It’s been an amazing experience. 

Continued on page 20

Review of 
The Road
by Tim Pompey

★ ★ ★

Starring Viggo Mortensen, Kodi Smit-McPhee, 
Charlize Theron

Currently Playing at Century 10

 Around the holidays, movie moguls 
like to roll out their big guns, their Os-
car hopefuls, an occasional holiday film 
or two. The hope is to rake in bushels of 
holiday bucks. This film is the antithesis 
of that, an apocalyptic punch in the nose 
to the scores of fruitcake flicks that stack 
up this time of year; a rare gem that dra-
matically captures the struggle for hu-
man survival without flinching, even if it 
does begrudgingly end with a tiny, hope-
ful note. The point being: we really do 
need each other to survive.
 In this film, the apocalypse has hap-
pened. The world has blown itself to bits. 
A father (Mortensen) and his son (Smit-
McPhee) are left to scratch through what’s 
left of American civilization to find food 
and shelter. When the father decides to 
head for the coast, they encounter other 
survivors: bands of bandits, cannibals, 
an occasional starving straggler. The film 
flashes back and forth to the struggle be-
tween the man and his wife (Theron) af-
ter she gives birth to their son. She feels 
the need to end their struggles with the 
two remaining bullets in their pistol. He 
wants to carry on in spite of their hope-
less situation. She disappears into the 
darkness one night. He takes the son and 
travels south down the road.
 Australian director John Hillcoat is 
no stranger to this territory. Having pre-
viously directed the brutal but brilliant 
film “The Proposition,” Hillcoat deftly 
keeps the film moving between the father 
and son’s grim encounters with human-
ity and their own desperate relationship, 
one in which the son continues to ask: 
Are we the good guys? Their struggle 
for survival puts that theory to the test 
and forces the father to face this ques-
tion each time a survivor crosses their 
path: Robert Duvall as the starving old 
man, Michael K. Williams as the desper-
ate thief. In each instance, the boy serves 
as the father’s moral compass and the fa-
ther grimly pushes back. Why? Because. 
Primitive survival is instinctive.
 Add in the beautiful score (composed 
by dark rock guru Nick Cave) that weaves 
through each scene like the drizzling rain 
pouring down on the hapless father and 
son and you have the type of film that 
constantly presses your face against a 
mirror, forces you to look honestly into 
your soul, admit that the most terrible 
beast on earth really is — us.
 Holiday pleasure seekers will avoid 
this film like the plague. Film lovers 
shouldn’t. Catch it while you can. It will 
most likely pass through Ventura quickly 
and disappear into the darkness. So. Brace 
yourself. Sit tight in your seat. Don’t run 
away. Your yuletide mood may fizzle with 
the opening shots but your appreciation 
for great film making won’t. Long after 
the holidays have dissipated, this film 
will stick with you. Haunt you. Get under 
your skin. The way great art should.

Deadly Force Review Board issued a pre-
liminary finding that the actions of the 
officers were justified and within depart-
ment policy and procedures. The board’s 
findings were based upon an investigation 
that reviewed statements by the involved 
officers, witnesses, physical evidence and 
other information. Here are some of the 
findings: 
 Mr. Chilson had an active warrant for 
his arrest for felony spousal battery and 
terrorist threats.  During the ordeal the 
suspect repeatedly refused to surrender 
and made verbal threats to crisis negotia-
tors that he would kill any police officer 
that attempted to apprehend him. 
 The officers, fearing for their lives 
and the lives of other safety personnel in 
the area fired their weapons. Chilson was 
struck once in his torso area and once in 
the lower leg caused him to fall to the 
ground. The handgun the suspect point-
ed towards the officer was later deter-
mined to be a replica handgun that fires 
a pellet using a compressed air cartridge.   
 Officers involved in the shooting 
were Karl Reyes (4 year veteran), Dan 
Stegner (9 year veteran and SWAT team 
member) and Josh Young (4 year veteran 
and SWAT team member).  The three of-
ficers fired approximately 10 shots at the 
suspect from 75 yards away. 
 Ventura Police Detectives are con-
tinuing to investigate the events that led 
to the shooting and they are working 
with Simi Valley Police on the suspect’s 
recent criminal actions within the City of 
Simi Valley . 
Bank robbery on Telegraph Road
At 11pm Friday night on November 13 
the Ventura Police Dispatch Center re-
ceived a 911 call advising the US Bank 
satellite office located inside the Vons 
Grocery Market at 6040 Telegraph Rd. 
was being robbed.
 Witnesses stated two African-Amer-
ican males entered the market wearing 
black hooded sweatshirts, dark pants and 
black ski masks. The robbers leaped over 
the bank counter and demanded cash 
from the teller. The thieves took an un-
disclosed amount of money and ran out 
to their getaway vehicle parked in front 
of the store. According to witnesses, two 
additional African-American males were 
also seen sitting inside the suspect vehicle 
at the time of the robbery.   
 Ventura Police Officers quickly re-
sponded to the scene and began to search 
the immediate area for the getaway vehi-
cle.  The suspect vehicle was soon found a 
short time later abandoned on Frontage 
Rd. near Brookshire Ave.  
 The Ventura County Sheriff helicop-
ter also responded to the scene along 
with a Ventura PD K-9 unit to assist in 
the search for the bank robbers. Unfor-
tunately, the robbers continue to remain 
at large. 
 During the search schools in the im-
mediate vicinity were locked down to 
protect the students. Ventura City De-
tectives continue the investigation and 
are processing evidence found at the 
crime scene.  
Car chase on Highway 101 
Late Tuesday night on November 17 a 
Ventura City Patrol Officer attempted to 
stop a vehicle traveling south bound on 
the 101 freeway near California St. for a 
minor traffic infraction. The driver failed 
to stop and continued south bound on 
the freeway at a speed of approximately 
65 MPH.  
 The driver exited north at the Victo-
ria Ave. off ramp, then finally pulled the 
vehicle over to the curb at Victoria Ave. 
and Valentine Rd. The entire pursuit last-
ed approximately 5 minutes and speeds 

on the freeway never exceeded 65 MPH. 
As a safety precaution traffic on Victoria 
Ave. was shut down in both directions for 
5 minutes while the driver and his pas-
senger were removed from the vehicle. 
 32 year old Jayson Jenkins of Ventura 
was arrested for driving under the influ-
ence plus attempting to evade a peace of-
ficer and was booked at Ventura County 
Jail. His passenger was questioned and 
then released. 
Stolen car recovered
Around 2pm on Sunday November 22 a 
52 year old Goleta man reported his ve-
hicle stolen from the Promenade beach 
area of Ventura near Paseo De Playa St.  
About two hours later Ventura Police 
Officers patrolling in Camino Real Park 
received information through LoJack, 
an anti-theft system, that the vehicle was 
somewhere near their area.  
 Additional LoJack equipped police 
vehicles responded and triangulated 
the vehicle’s location. After a brief 
search, the vehicle was located in the 
Ross Store parking lot near Main St. 
and Telephone Rd.  
 Officers also received information 
two suspects were attempting to sell a 
surfboard absconded from the stolen ve-
hicle to Play It Again Sports Store.
 The car thieves fled the parking lot 
in the stolen vehicle and headed toward 
the intersection of Main St. and Mills 
Rd. where officers attempted a high risk 
traffic stop.  Officers then followed the 
vehicle through the southeast corner of 
the Pacific View Mall parking lot where 
the suspects brought the stolen vehicle to 
a stop and fled on foot. 
 Without regard for public safety, one 
suspect ran into oncoming traffic across 
Mills Rd. and headed for the Lowe’s 
Building Supply Store. The other suspect 
fled in a different direction and disap-
peared out of sight. Officers chased the 
first suspect through Lowe’s parking lot 
and into the store where he attempted 
to evade officers by zigzagging through-
out the store. The chase eventually lead 
back to the front of Lowe’s and an of-
ficer used Taser stun gun finally stopped 
the suspect.  
 24 year old Jeffery Gonzalez was taken 
into custody and treated at the Ventura 
County Medical Center for a minor head 
injury sustained while falling.  Gonzalez 
was booked in the Ventura County Jail 
for possession of a stolen vehicle, resist-
ing arrest, and receiving stolen property.  
 The other suspect, described as a His-
panic male approximately 25 years old, is 
still on the loose and an investigation as 
to his whereabouts is ongoing. 
Woman struck by car
89 year old Fred Yoder of Ventura was 
driving his 1990 Ford Taurus station 
wagon around 7am Wednesday morn-
ing on November 25 going eastbound on 
Telegraph Rd. 84 year old Mary Cox, also 
of Ventura, was out with her husband 
walking northbound on Kennedy Ave 
and attempted to cross Telegraph Rd. 
As Cox stepped into the #1 eastbound 
lane of Telegraph Rd. she was struck by 
Yoder’s car. Cox sustained serious inju-
ries as a result of the collision and was 
transported by ambulance to the Ventura 
County Medical Center. 
Stabbing on Ralston Street
On November 26, at 11:55pm a male 
Juvenile, 16 yrs., Ventura resident and  
Alex Alvarez, 19 yrs, Ventura resident 
approached Jonathon Deardorff, 18 yrs, 
Ventura resident in the area of Ralston 
and Gaviota Streets.  The suspects start-
ed hitting the victim and robbed him of 
his property.  While being battered, the

Continued on page 20

Watershed Revolu-
tion honored 
 The local film Watershed Revolution 
has received the honor of Best Documen-

tary Short at the 10th anniversary of the 
Ojai-Ventura International Film Festival 
in Ojai.
 Watershed Revolution is a  film that 
asks the question, “What is a watershed?” 
The answer is explored through inter-
views with people working to protect and 
preserve the Ventura River, while stun-
ning high definition cinematography and 
time-lapse photography brings to life the
beauty of the river.
 The 30-minute film profiles communi-
ty members and organizations working to 
protect and restore our watershed. It 
highlights the need for open space and 
floodplain protection, sustainable agri-
culture, and community awareness of our 
most precious resource: water.
 “It was humbling to be honored with 
Best Short Documentary in my home 
town for our first film festival.’ said Rich 
Reid, producer of the film.
 “This film is already increasing aware-
ness about the community of people 
working to protect and restore the 
Ventura River, and we hope to inspire 
others to get involved,” said the co-direc-
tor Paul Jenkin.  The Surfrider Founda-
tion is the primary sponsor of the film.
 For more about the film please vis-
it www.watershedrevolution.com.



18 Wednesday, December 2, 2009

Ventura Breeze                                                                              www.venturabreeze.com                                                                          Y our Hom etown P aper                               

Ventura Breeze      

The Lighter Breeze

Solutions on page 20

Solutions on page 20

Mother Goose and Grimm

Baby Blues

Shoe

Crock

Jason Love is a Ventura cartoonist and stand 
up comedian who routinely appears at the Ven-
tura Harbor Comedy Club

Sam and Silo

Snapshots The Better Half

Zits

Shoe
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Ventura 
County Fairgrounds 

Swap Meet
Every Wednesday

7am to 2pm
Free Parking and Admission

Antiques • Collectibles 
Farmers’ Market

 Vendor Space Available
For Information call Sue Adams

818.590.5435
10 West Harbor Boulevard

www.snaauctions.com
Planning An Estate Sale?  

Call Sue Adams for a Free Consultation.
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Thy Will Be Done
Continued from page 17
I’ve only gotten the chance to talk to the 
people who have seen it, mainly the peo-
ple in my community, and the response 
has been really positive. As far as my own 
personal life, it’s really motivated me and 
given me a picture of the kind of man 
that I want to become: a positive role 
model in my family, a positive role model 
in my community. Since the film, I’ve re-
ally realized I’m on the right track.
 T:  Jacob, how about you?
 J:    Personally, it’s been really reassur-
ing, reaffirming. The reaction that we’ve 
gotten from everyone has been so much 
more than I was expecting when we set 
out to do this project. I’m just reassured 
I’m on the right path and doing what 

Police
Continued from page 17
victim pulled out a knife and stabbed 
the two suspects.  Responding officers 
checked the area for the suspects and 
were unable to locate them.   

About 10 minutes later, VPD dis-
patch received a call of a stabbing victim 
in the 100 blk. of  Baylor St.  As Officers 
were investigating this incident, it was 
determined that the wounded subject, 
a 16 yr. old juvenile, was one of the sus-
pects in the robbery.  Officers were able 
to locate the second suspect, Alvarez, in 
a residence on Baylor st. Both suspects 
sustained non-life threatening injuries 
and were transported to Ventura County 
Medical Center for Treatment. Alvarez 
was booked at VCJ for robbery.  The 16 
yr. Old juvenile was held for observation 
at VCMC and was cited and released to a 
parent for robbery. 
Fire near Seaward Avenue
A fire that was probably started by a near-
by homeless encampment burned several 
trees near Seaward and Vista Del Mar. 
Several fires have occurred in this area 
over the last several years near homeless 
encampments in the area.

City fire Battalion Chief Luis Espino-
sa stated that the fire was first reported 
about 6:15 pm and was extinguished by 
8:30 pm but fire personnel had to re-
turn to put out smoldering embers the 
next day.
Fire on Ralston Street 
On the morning of Wednesday November 
18 Ventura Fire Department responded 
to a call of a house fire in the 5900 block 
of Ralston St . Initially, fire fighters were 
told the fire was located in a bedroom 
and had been reportedly extinguished 
by the occupants. However, when fire-
fighters arrived at the scene heavy smoke 
was seen coming from the bedroom win-
dows. Additional fire trucks were sum-

moned and when it was confirmed all oc-
cupants were safely outside of the home 
fire crews made an inside attack on the 
fire limiting its spread, especially from 
entering the vulnerable attic space. 
 None of the occupants or firefight-
ers suffered injuries as a result of the fire; 
however the home owners did lose their 
cat to the blaze.  Ventura County Red 
Cross provided assistance with tempo-
rary housing and comfort measures for 
the displaced occupants. Total damages 
to the structure and personal property 
were estimated at $65,000.  

I’m supposed to be doing as a filmmaker. 
Whenever I think about the impact that 
it has already had on Kevin’s life, and po-
tentially, so many other lives, it just makes 
it so much more than a film to me.
 T:  Kevin, how does it affect you emotionally 
to have this part of your life put up on screen for a 
wide public viewing?
 K:   To tell you the truth, I don’t shy 
away from letting people in. I live a very 
transparent life. If people are curious about 
my situation or things in my life, obviously 
I don’t expose everything to everybody, but 
I do and have always really thought that a 
really healthy lifestyle personally is to put 
things on the table. So, really, even before 
the film, I’ve never had a hard time letting 
people know how I felt.
  T:  Since this film is a fundraiser, can you 
give us a description of what it takes to get a film 
into a festival?
  J:    More than I thought. You need to 
have a website with a trailer and stills taken 
around the shooting of the film. You need 
varying lengths of synopsis for the film. 
You need to have a director bio. And all of 
that not only needs to go on the website, 
it needs to be wrapped up in an electronic 
press kit. There also needs to be a cover let-
ter adjusted for each festival. Then there 
are the entry fees, just for them to consider 
whether or not they want you in their fes-
tival. And some of them, even after you 
submit, you don’t hear back. Submission 
costs alone range from forty to a hundred 
dollars per festival. It’s very cost intensive 
and time intensive, no doubt.
  T:  Kevin, how has this film pushed you in 
new directions in your life?
 K:   Even before the film, I was directed 
in addiction counseling. I was already at-
tending Oxnard College for their addic-
tive disorders program. Since then, I’ve 
also transferred to Biola University with 
a focus on organization leadership. The 
degree from Biola is a managerial degree 

in running a nonprofit organization. It’s 
also a Christian bible school, so it’s got 
Christian biblical undertones, which is 
really close to my heart as well. With the 
Bachelor’s program and the drug and al-
cohol counseling, I’ll be able to combine 
those and hopefully open more doors. 
Again, through the process of the film, 
it was confirmation that I feel like this 
is where my passion lies, to help people 
struggling with addiction, and also hav-
ing a connection with a higher power is 
important for people to have successful, 
meaningful lives.

Fire near Seaward and Vista Del Mar


