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Star Soto, Jack Halbert & Esther Cole with the 
wonderful young winning artists at the Wright 
Library

2009 Carry the 
Card art contest 
award winners 
were presented 
at the Wright 
Library
 Several months ago Esther Cole cre-
ated the Carry the Card program to en-
courage use of our libraries. To draw 
attention to the program Carry The 
Card and Wright Library sponsored 
an art contest for their young read-
ers which was open to all elementary 
school children.
 In October prizes for the best art 
was awarded at the library. The contest 
theme was “How Do I Carry My Library 
Card.”
 Esther Cole, Star Soto Head Chil-
dren’s Librarian  at  Wright Library 
and Jack Halbert president Buenaven-
tura Art Association were all present 
at the award presentation. The judges 
for the art were Jack Halbert and Judy 
Flapin.
 Some of the kids became profes-
sional artists as the first place winners 
received checks from the Buenaventura 
Art Association.
 Librarian Soto said: “Children have 
terrific imaginations. They may carry 
their cards in space ships, or on cam-
els, or in cookies.”

On Saturday & Sunday, October 24 & 25 the Harvest Artwalk was held in Ventura. The free, 
self guided walking tour featured 200 established and emerging artists at over 80 galleries, studios 
and eclectic gallery-for-a day venues in Ventura’s Downtown Cultural District. Participating art 
venues included restaurants, salons, antique shops, unique boutiques and coffee shops.

Vol. 3, No. 2                                                                                                                                    Wednesday, November 4, 2009

Your Hometown Paper

Free flu shots 
offered at 
Centers for 
Family Health 
offices
 Community Memorial Health 
System is offering free season flu shots to 
qualifying persons at its nine Centers for 
Family Health offices this fall.
 The free vaccinations, co-sponsored 
by the Ventura County Public Health 
Department, are for the seasonal flu – 
not the H1N1 (swine flu) virus – and are 
available to those most vulnerable to 
catching the flu. They include:
 People over 60 years old;
 People with chronic medical   
 conditions;
 Pregnant women;
 Healthcare personnel who provide  
 direct patient care;
 Children 6 months to 5 years old  
 (need two visits);
 Caregivers of children under 6  
 months old.
 Centers for Family Health offices are 
located in Ventura, Oxnard, Camarillo, 
Santa Paula, Fillmore and Oak View. No 
appointments are necessary. For dates, 
times and locations for the free flu shots, 
call 585-3090 or go to www.cmhshealth.
org and click on Flu Shot Clinic.

New rules take 
on problems at 
the pier
by Rebecca Wicks

Elena Ramsey and her two small chil-
dren were excited when a new play struc-
ture was installed near the Ventura Pier 
last year.  They love the beach, they love 
the new structure -- the only downside 
according to Ramsey are a number of 
homeless people who hang out near the 
pier and playground.

Ramsey complained of drifting ciga-
rette smoke from transients who sit un-
der and near the pier.

“We love the beach and the play struc-
ture is great,” said Ramsey.  “The smoke 
on the playground is a bummer though 
– you rarely find that issue on any other 
playground in Ventura.”

Because of similar complaints the 
City Council recently adopted a set of 
rules aimed to curtail loitering.  

Ventura Police Department officials 
weighed in stating they receive a number 
of calls for everything from people jump-
ing off the pier for fun and skateboarders 
destroying property to transient individ-
uals harassing joggers, walkers and other 
beach goers.

Continued on page 2

Newly appointed Police Chief Ken Corney 
takes over a department  with over 200 em-
ployees and volunteers

Ventura 
announces 
choice for next 
police chief
 At the City Council meeting on Oct. 
12, City Manager Rick Cole reported to 

councilmembers that he has selected As-
sistant Police Chief Ken Corney to take 
over for retiring Police Chief Pat Miller in 
December.  Assistant Chief Corney was 
selected through an internal recruitment 
process and will continue his current du
ties until the end of that month.
 “We are most proud to announce 
that Ken Corney will serve as Ventura’s 
next police chief,” said Cole.  “Ken has 
served our community for more than 20 
years, including the last six years as Assis-
tant Chief.  He has worked side by side 
with Chief Pat Miller in bringing down 
crime and improving emergency response 
times.  His commitment to community 
policing is second to none.”
 Corney began his career as a patrol 
officer in 1986. He was promoted to Lieu-
tenant in 2000 and to Assistant Chief in 
2003.  He has served the Department as 
a Patrol Officer, Field-Training Officer, 
Gang Investigator, Crisis Team Negotia-
tor, SWAT Team Leader, and supervisor 
of the Special Enforcement Team and 
Gang Violence Suppression Unit (SET/
GVS).

Continued on page 2
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805.650.6600 PSC 6291

Holiday Inn Express
FREE Parking at the Holiday Inn parking lot

1080 Navigator Dr., Ventura
e-tickets online at www.venturashuttle.com

805.650.6600

Depart Ventura
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6:30am • 8:30am • 11am • 1pm • 3:15pm • 
5:30pm • 7:30pm •  9:30pm

Be THANKFUL you don’t have 
to drive to the airport...

$35.00 one way

$65.00 round trip

Discounts for

Groups and Charters

6:30am • 8:30am • 11am • 1pm • 3:15pm • 
5:30pm • 7:30pm •  9:30pm

FREE woRkshop “oFFERs hELp”
FoR homEownERs in dangER oF Losing

thEiR homE to FoREcLosuRE

november 5th & november 14th

Foster Library         oxnard Library
call 1-888-820-5073 x7 or 805-647-7700

cLass sEating is LimitEd RsVp a must
habaLa EspanoL       License 01732653

New rules
Continued from page 1
 Police Lt. Jerry Thurston stated he 
feels the new rules will help “keep the 
area safe and accessible to citizens and 
visitors.”
 Some are worried the City Council 
may be going a bit too far.
 Terry Davidson who likes to run 
along the beach and then sit and watch 
the surf is concerned the new rules may 
be infringing on some basic rights.
 “I don’t like getting harassed by tran-
sients just like the next guy,” said Terry 
Davidson.  “But aren’t we all essentially 
loitering at the beach when we go there – 
I mean, we all go to hang out.”
 Still others were happy to hear about 
the new rules.
 “I hate that the when you walk un-
der the pier smells like urine,” said Chris 
Thompson.  “This is where we want tour-
ists to come, do we want them to smell 
smoke and urine and be hassled by dirty-
looking dogs and transients who spend 
the entire day sitting there?”

Next police chief
Continued from page 1
 During his career, Corney led a team 
that obtained almost five million dollars 
in state and federal grants to support in-
novative department programs, includ-
ing School Resource Officer, Drug Sup-
pression in the Schools, Gang Violence 
Suppression, Youth Intensive Interven-
tion Program, and Youth Activities Pro-
gram. He currently serves as president 
of the Ventura Police Activities League 
Foundation.
 Corney holds a Master’s Degree in 
Organizational Management from Azusa 
Pacific University and a Bachelor’s degree 
in Public Relations/Journalism from Cal-
ifornia State University, Long Beach.  He 
is also a graduate of California’s  POST 
Command College and the Police Execu-
tive Research Forum’s Senior Manage-
ment Institute.
 By becoming the City’s 28th police 
chief he takes over a department  with 
over 200 employees and volunteers in-
cluding over 130 officers. 
 His salary has not yet been determined 
but will be more than the $172,000 that 
he now earns.
 Corney will step in for six-year police 
chief Pat Miller, who retires at the end of 
December.  A new assistant chief has not 
yet been named.

Under new rules, the police will be able to force anyone loitering by the pier to move on which will 
make many parents more relaxed about taking their kids to play next to the pier

Craft bazaar 
coming soon
 The ladies auxiliary of the Veteran’s 
of Foreign Wars are having a craft bazaar 
on Nov.14 from 10am-3pm at 3801 Mar-

Green 
conversations
 Connect informally with other folks 
around green living and values. On the 
first and third Monday evenings of the 
month, at 6:30 pm you are invited to 
join a gathering of folks at the Paler-
mo coffee shop on Main St. to discuss 
green sustainability topics.
 The conversations are based on 
themes from books written by authors 
who are elsewhere, but their books 
speak for them and provide for a point 
of departure.
 The book for the first three meet-
ings will be Cradle to Cradle by Wil-
liam McDonough and Michael Braun-
guart.
 It is great if you have read the book. 
However, if the topic interests you, 
even if you don’t always have time to 
do all the reading, please attend.
 Green Conversations is a project of 
the Ventura Unitarian Universalist
Committee for Green Sanctuary with 
Citizens for Peaceful Resolutions. For
more information contact Janette at 
652-1213 or janettedw@sbcglobal.net 
.

 According to the new rules, the po-
lice will be able to force anyone loitering 
to move on.  Officials did say some simple 
relaxation on the pier will still be OK.
 Other acts that will now officially be 
illegal include pier jumping or diving, and 
any kind of bonfire on or around the pier.  
Roller skating and skateboarding on the 
pier will also be prohibited.  Bicycles will 
be allowed as long as they are not ridden 
in a “reckless and dangerous manner.”
 The pier will stay open at night
 In the meeting Mayor Christy Weir 
suggested closing the pier at night 
similar to parks in the city which close 
at nightfall.  The idea was quickly shut 
down by other council members most 
citing night fishing which has become a 
popular activity on the pier.  In addition, 
police have reported few incidents occur-
ring related to those that fish at night.
 According to Bob Tobias, president 
of Pier Into the Future, a nonprofit or-
ganization that raises funds for pier 
maintenance and improvements the 
new rules 

ket St. Tables, at $15, are still available. 
 All profits will purchase items for the 
new veteran’s home in Saticoy. Help honor 
our vets. Call Lorene at 509-1152 for more 
information and to reserve your table.
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Opinion/Editorial

Mailbox

Sheldon Brown
Publisher

The whole problem with the world is that fools and fanatics are always so 
certain of themselves, but wiser people so full of doubts.
       – Bertrand Russell

To the editor:
 We, the undersigned incumbent 
councilmembers share a mutual disap-
pointment and disapproval for the 
negative campaign tactics recently 
practiced by the Ventura Police Of-
ficers Association (VPOA) and have 
voiced our displeasure with the head 
of the association.
 In all our campaigns for council, we 
have encouraged candidates and their 
endorsers to remain true to the values 
of the community here in Ventura and 
to remain above the temptation to run 
negative campaigns.
 It is important to note that In-
dependent Expenditure Committees 
such as the one set up by the VPOA 
for this election are by law prohibited 
from sharing their strategy with candi-
dates they have endorsed.
 As soon as these negative activities 
came to light, we registered our dis-

Editor:
Surf Liquor at the corner of Pierpont 

and Seaward.  It has been like that for 
months and it just irks me no end.  Looks 
like a poor white trash neighborhood 
(but with high property tax rates). They 
get plenty of business from the scum bag 
motel across the street and people going 
to the beach.  They should be able to af-
ford a U and an O. 
Pierpont Ventura resident
Breeze:
 What if they did the following? LIQ’R

approval in the hope that this would 
come to an end. Unfortunately, we 
were told that the campaign was al-
ready in motion. We need to nip these 
negative tactics in the bud in order to 
send a message to future candidates 
and their supporters that this kind of 
campaigning will not be acceptable in 
elections here in Ventura.
 We acknowledge that the hard-
working members of our Ventura 
Police Department are consummate 
professionals when it comes to the 
task of protecting our community but 
recognize that politics and campaign 
strategies are not their strong suit. The 
VPOA has been relying on out-of-town 
strategists who coach them on cam-

paign tactics but are completely oblivi-
ous to the values that the community 
of Ventura holds so dear.
 While the lightning is out of the 
bottle, we hope that the VPOA and 
others will come to realize that we 
here in this wonderful city welcome 
lively debate on the issues during 
campaigns but will not for one mo-
ment tolerate the negative tactics ex-
hibited this week. 
Ventura City Councilmembers
Brian Brennan, Jim Monahan and Ed 
Summers 

Breeze:
 Even though the elections are over we 
thought that this was worth publishing

    I need to confess to  
you of something that 
I did that was unac-
ceptable and rather 
stupid on my part. The 
following email that I 
sent to R. Ellis (Smith), 
who writes for the View 

newspaper, explains what my stupid act was 
all about.
 I didn’t send it to the publisher because 
R. Ellis is the person who contacted me. 

October 27,2009
Dear Mr. Ellis:
 I’m sorry that I denied this at first, it was 
just a quick knee jerk reaction. I admit that 
it was I who left the El Jardin, on Main a few 
weeks ago with a stack of approximately 20 
copies of the View and disposed of them.
 I had stopped there to check on the 
stack of the Breezes that were there and, of 
course, noticed that the View was also there.
 I had not seen that issue before so took a 
moment to read your article and once again 
saw that you were bashing me for something 
that I had written and was upset and tired 
(another 12 hour day) and temporarily act-
ed in a very stupid and juvenile manner and 
took the stack with me and threw it away.
 There is absolutely no excuse for what 
I did. Because, thankfully, we have free-
dom of the press in this country and 
you, and the View, have every right to say 
whatever you wish (within legal limita-
tions) about any subject that you choose 
including my articles and the Ventura 
Breeze. If I don’t care for your comments 
and get aggravated that is my problem 
to deal with in a mature manner.
 I am hereby sincerely apologizing for 
this incredibly stupid transgression on 
my part.
 I apologize to you, the View and to 
the View readers for this stupid act 
and assure you that it will never hap-
pen again.
 I would be happy to pay for these 
papers if you will tell me where to send 
a check.
 Once again I apologize for this un-
called for action. I shall also apologize 
in the November edition of the Ventura 
Breeze.
Yours truly
Sheldon Brown

 To further comment to you my read-
ers I work an extreme amount of  hours 
a week in order to make the Ventura 
Breeze the best paper that I can and I 
was very tired that night and just tem-

porarily lost my good senses. 
 Because of his constant criticizing 
and bashing of me for things that I write, 
which he has been doing for nearly two 
years, I just lost it. I do not know what 
his personal vendetta against me is all 
about but it does get rather tiring.
 As I stated in my letter to him this 
is his right so there is still absolutely no 
excuse for my actions Sometimes even 
mature adults (which I am on occasion) 
do really stupid things in the spur of the 
moment without thinking.
 So I apologize to my readers and to 
the readers of the View once again for this 
and hope that you all will forgive me, do 
you? Please let me know.
 Even though he has emailed my apol-
ogy to him to many many folks he has 
not responded to me directly which I find 
a little disappointing but not surprising.

 I’m sure that the next issue of the 
View will have headlines and photos of 
my misdeed. Even though this will upset 
you don’t do the dumb thing that I did.
 On a more positive note I wish to 
congratulate our new 4 council mem-
bers whoever they may be. Because this 
issue was already at the printers I did 
not know who they were at printing time 
but, obviously, know who they are now 
and wish them the best of success. I will 
comment further in our next issue.
 These are tough economic times for 
Ventura so they have a lot of work and 
decisions before them. 
 Because I also don’t know if prop 
A passed I don’t know if they will have 
additional funds to work with over the 
next 4 years.
 I will also comment on the proposi-
tions in the next issue.
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Council 
Contacts

These are the email address-
es of your city council mem-
bers. If you think that some-
thing in the city is wrong or 
right or needs improving, 
please email them and let 
them know. They are here to 
serve you.

Neal Andrews
nandrews@ci.ventura.ca.us

Brian Brennan
bbrennan@ci.ventura.ca.us

Bill Fulton
bfulton@ci.ventura.ca.us

Jim Monahan
jmonahan@ci.ventura.ca.us

Carl Morehouse
cmorehouse@ci.ventura.ca.us

Ed Summers
esummers@ci.ventura.ca.us

Christy Weir
cweir@ci.ventura.ca.us

Rick Cole
City Manager

citymanager@ci.ventura.ca.us

City News

Ventura digital 
photography 
Contest: vote 
for the “People’s 
Choice”
 Sometimes, you don’t have to be 18 
years old to vote! The City of Ventura wel-
comes all ages to cast their ballots online 
to select the “People’s Choice” awards 
now until November 9 as part of the an-
nual City of Ventura Digital Photography 
Contest. 
 No need to dash off to a polling place 
to fill your ballot.  Perfect for the armchair 
critic, voting for the sixth annual citywide 
contest can all be done online, making it 
easy to participate.
 View images from the contest home 
page at http://www.cityofventura.net/
photocontest by clicking the “View & 
Vote” shortcuts (from the right column 
menu) and then select each of the 5 cat-
egory links to view and rate each contest 
entry by selecting from 1 to 5 stars below 
each photograph.
 Winners will be announced on the 
website and all participants—contest 
photographers and voters— are invited 
to a mayor’s reception and photography 
exhibition of the winners at City Hall’s 
Bridge Gallery, 501 Poli Street, on Mon-
day, Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. 
 

Volunteers 
needed for 
Native Plant 
Restoration 
Project 
 Join the City of Ventura Volunteer 
Ventura! Program to help restore the 
Harbor Wetlands area to its native habi-
tat and create the Ventura Harbor Ecologi-
cal Reserve. 
 The multi-week project seeks volun-
teers, ages 16 and older, to remove non-na-
tive ice plant, clear a pathway to the reserve, 
and prepare the area for native plant rein-
troduction.
 Restoration dates are scheduled from 9 
- 11 a.m. on the following Saturdays:  Nov. 

by Tim Pompey

Good news for those watching the 
WĀV Project (Working Artist Ventura) 
rise in downtown Ventura. Despite some 
deadline setbacks and construction de-
lays,  WĀV is finally nearing completion. 

Chris Velasco, President of PLACE 
(Projects Linking Art, Environment, & 
Community) recently announced that 
construction should be completed by the 
end of the year. According to Deborah 
Hazen, the City’s Project Coordinator 
for PLACE, “Although much progress is 
being made day by day, we have recently 
experienced some complications having 
to do with our windows. While we still 
expect to complete the WĀV project by 
the end of the year, we anticipate certain 
artist units, in addition  to most of  the 
for-sale penthouses, to be completed lat-
er than expected.”

The WĀV Project has generated 
considerable excitement in downtown 
Ventura. With its unique vision of build-
ing designs that include “mixed profile” 
housing, PLACE has developed WĀV as 
a means to wed current environmental 
technologies such as energy efficient ap-
pliances, recycled building materials, 
green building practices, and solar panels 
with affordable housing for artists and 
low income citizens.

Located in Ventura near the end of 
Thompson between Ventura Avenue and 
Garden Street, the WĀV Project is a hous-
ing unit designed to be near businesses, 
schools, parks, and bus stops convenient 
to the downtown area. It is a partnership 
between the City of Ventura’s Cultural Af-
fairs and Economic Development Office 
and PLACE, a Minneapolis nonprofit or-
ganization that, according to its website, 
is “hired by city governments, commu-
nity leaders, foundations and nonprofits 
to plan, design, fund, build and manage 
sustainable, mixed-use, mixed-income 

Edison 
Franchise

Getting the best value for Ventura 
residents is my goal as Mayor, whether 
it comes to development projects or fi-
nancial issues.  That includes the Edison 
franchise agreement that’s become a last-
minute election issue. As background, all 
utilities (gas, electric, cable, trash, phone) 
pay a franchise fee to every city they oper-
ate in, for use of that city’s infrastructure. 
The utility usually passes on most of that 
fee to their customers. This is the normal 
practice.

When Edison’s 50-year franchise 

WĀV is a mixed profile housing project located near the end of Thompson between Ventura 
Avenue and Garden Street.

WĀV project nears completion

neighborhoods for creative people and 
businesses.”
 Originally planned to open in Sep-
tember 2009, WĀV has recently dealt 
with some construction delays. In the 
process, some changes to the project 
had to be implemented, particularly to 
the Black Box Theater. These changes 
include cuts to the theater’s permanent 
seating, catwalk installation, and special 
lighting and sound systems. Housing 
availability, however, remains as planned, 
with a total of eighty-two units available 
for low-income families, artists, and for 
sale housing.
 Demand for artist and low-income 
housing has been significant. As of early 
October, Hazen announced they had re-
ceived more than a hundred and fifty 
artist applications and eighty-five sup-
portive housing applications. Demand 
for penthouses, however, remains slow, 
though Hazen notes there has been a re-
cent sales uptick.
 Artists interested in the artist live/
work space will be chosen through a se-
lection and interview process created by 
the local community. The permanent 
supportive housing units (SHORE) are 
being managed by the nonprofit agency 
Project Understanding. They are being 
filled via referrals from local community 
agencies. 
 Although the City is still accepting 
applications for WĀV artist housing, cur-
rent applications will be placed on a wait-
ing list for future consideration. Applica-
tions for WĀV housing are located at City 
Hall, outside Room 226. If an applicant 
is not local, forms can be obtained via 
e-mail from Hazen (dhazen@ci.ventura.
ca.us). Information on condo sales can be 
obtained at  www.placeonline.us/PLACE/
condos.html or by contacting jerry.brein-
er@earthlink.net.

agreement to provide electricity in Ven-
tura neared expiration more than two 
years ago, the City Council publicly 
called for better terms in the renewal.  I 
particularly pushed for underground-
ing the power lines that cover our city.  
Those power lines are unsafe and they 
blight our skyline. 
 In our negotiations with Edison, 
we also sought to stop their crews from 
butchering street trees, to gain their co-
operation to use land under their trans-
mission lines to complete bike routes and 
to move toward energy efficiency for 
Edison’s streetlights (they own most 
of the streetlights in Ventura). Edison 
has continually raised the rates the City 
pays to keep those streetlights on for 

our residents’ safety, and the cost to the 
City has risen to $350,000 per year. This 
takes away from resources that could 
be spent on police, fire, parks and other 
necessary services. 
 Negotiations dragged on for two 
years as Edison took a hard line on ev-
ery one of these issues.  They refused to 
pay a penny more than the State’s legal 
minimum for undergrounding power 
lines. They would neither sell nor pay to 
upgrade their streetlight monopoly.  
 Our frustration with Edison’s stand 
was publicly debated at the May 4th 
Council meeting and spelled out in the 
public agenda report on the topic: 
 “Extensive negotiations between City 
Staff and Edison’s negotiating team have 
occurred for more than a year and a half. 
In that time, approximately 20 lengthy 
negotiations sessions were conducted. 
City Staff asks Council to consider the 
recommended 25-year franchise. Edison 
contends that in order to accommodate 
the alternative distribution rate estab-
lished in the franchise, it will need to pass 
on some of the costs to City ratepayers 
via a surcharge.” 
 Agreement was not reached until a 
compromise came before the City Council 
on July 13.  Edison agreed to a “pilot proj-
ect” to test energy-efficient streetlights 
and offered some concessions on street 
trees and bike paths, and committed to 
work with the city on undergrounding. 
However, as stated in the above public 
report, Edison decided to pass the cost 
on to their customers as a surcharge. City 
staff made clear that unless we were pre-
pared to condemn Edison’s monopoly 
and seek another operator, we had struck 
the best compromise available for our 
community.
 After extensive public dialog over the 
course of two years, the City Council vot-
ed reluctantly, but unanimously, for the 
agreement with the understanding that if 
Edison’s surcharge was approved by the 
Public Utilities Commission, we would 
finally be able to stop paying for Edison’s 
streetlights out of our General Fund and 
devote half the additional funding to un-
dergrounding utility lines. 
 This is an excellent example of the 
challenges of maintaining vital public 
services in these tough economic times. 
We sought to achieve the best deal possi-
ble for our community from Edison. We 
are committed to seeking ways to im-
prove our city and maintain our quality 
of life even as we struggle with decreas-
ing revenues.
Christy Weir
Mayor, City of Ventura

14, Dec. 12, Jan. 9 and 23, and Feb. 13. 
 All tools and supplies will be provided. 
Volunteers are required to wear long pants 
and closed toed shoes, must be comfort-
able using rakes and shovels, and be able to 
kneel, bend, lift, and carry plant material.
 Community groups and individuals in-
terested in volunteering are encouraged to 
contact the City’s Volunteer Ventura! office 
at 652-4555 to learn more or check online 
at www.cityofventura.net/volunteer_op-
portunities.
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Ask the Chief 
Mike Lavery, Ventura Fire Chief

 What is the City of Ventura doing 
to be ready for the wildfires we’re seeing 
all across the state?  The fires seem over-
whelming and costly.
 There are two pieces to the puzzle 
when it comes to fighting fires in Ventura: 
the Fire Department and you.
 The challenge of firefighting in Cali-
fornia – which you can see on television 
news and in the newspapers – is how close 
we have built our cities and towns to hill-
sides, fields, and forested areas that are 
prone to wildfire.  People are in danger 
of losing their homes and businesses as 
never before.
 Fires use any foliage for fuel, so please 
do your part by maintaining your home’s 
landscaping.  Also, be responsible with 
new construction and home repairs by 
building and maintaining fire-resistant 
structures.
 Visit our website at www.cityofven-
tura.net/fire to download a copy of a fire 
preparedness brochure called “Ready, 
Set, Go!”  The brochure includes meth-
ods for cost-effective retrofits that will 
make your home more fire resistant, and 

Mayor’s Arts 
Awards event 
honors five & 
Big Bad Voodoo 
Daddy

A reception honoring the recipients 
of the fifth annual Mayor’s Arts Awards 
will be held Tuesday, Nov. 10 from 6 to 
8 p.m. at the Top of the Harbor room at 
the Crowne Plaza Ventura Beach, 450 E. 
Harbor Blvd.

During the event, Mayor Christy Weir 
will present each of the five honorees 
with a special edition work on paper cre-
ated by local artist Lis Schwitters entitled 
Mark of Excellence.

Mayor Weir will also present mem-
bers of the well-known local band, Big 
Bad Voodoo Daddy (Scott Morris, Kurt 
Sodergren, Dirk Shumaker, Andy Rowley, 
Glen Marhevka, Karl Hunter, and Josh 
Levy), with a Certificate of Recognition 
for their role as cultural ambassadors for 
Ventura.

This special reception is sponsored 
through the generous support of the 
Crowne Plaza Ventura Beach. 

For further information contact: Eric 
Wallner at ewallner@cityofventura.net.

Beautify 
Ventura 
Award

Recently Mayor Christy Weir pre-
sented the Beautify Ventura Award to 
the Ventura Beach Marriott during a City 
Council meeting. The Ventura Beach 
Marriott was recognized for their efforts 
in aesthetically enhancing the city of Ven-
tura with recent property improvements 
and renovations. 

The Ventura Beach Marriott opened 
its doors in 2002 and has undergone a 
beautification process that General Man-
ager Pat Seminario says, “will introduce 
visitors to the ‘real California’ experi-
ence while providing a warm and inviting 
home away from home.”  

One of the most significant improve-
ments to the property is the introduc-
tion of the Brooks Institute Visions 
Gallery and replacement of all artwork 
to images capturing the essence of Ven-
tura.  Seminario acknowledges the spe-
cial partnership formed with Brooks In-
stitute under the leadership of President 
Dr. Roger Andersen.

In addition to exhibiting artwork 
from Brooks Institute, the hotel has made 
changes to support the city’s environ-
mentally friendly initiatives, including 
the introduction of water conservation 
programs, landscaping that features 
eco-friendly plantings and animal life 
(koi pond and turtles as permanent 
residents).

Mayor Christy Weir said “the Ventura 
Beach Marriott sets a wonderful example 
for businesses by partnering with a local 
institution to benefit our community 
and visitors.”  

Venturans who wish to submit a 
Beautify Ventura Award nomination may 
obtain a form online at www.cityofven-
tura.net/beautifyventura.  The form asks 
for a description of how the nominee 
has aesthetically enhanced Ventura, and 
requests that photos be included in the 
submission.  

Local businesses 
to get leg up on 
city projects
 The Ventura City Council decided 
last month to give preference to local 
small businesses when hiring outside 
companies for some projects.  The mea-
sure is designed to help attract businesses to 
the city as well as provide local companies 
with a boost.
 Preference will be given on projects less 
than $250,000.
 As with most local governments, Ven-
tura grants projects to the lowest respon-
sible bidder.  The new measure will allot a 
credit against local small business bids or 
quotes.  The council voted unanimously to 
give small Ventura businesses a 5 percent 
bump when competing with companies not 
located within city limits. 
 This means if two companies both bid 
a project at $100,000, the Ventura-based 
company would have 5 percent taken off its 
total showing a $95,000 bid.  The Ventura-

Water 
conservation 
encouraged in 
the City of 
Ventura
 While the City of Ventura’s water 
supply is stable at this time, residents are 
encouraged to conserve now and delay 
possible future restrictions by reviewing 
water use habits at home and at work.  
 Continuing drought conditions have 
reduced the availability of water through-
out the State of California and many of 
Ventura’s neighboring communities are 
implementing mandatory reductions.  
The City of Ventura’s drinking water 
supplies -- from the Ventura River, Lake 
Casitas and groundwater wells -- are not 
anticipated to reach critical levels this 
year, but continued voluntary conserva-
tion will help stretch existing supply.
 One of the most effective ways to re-
duce usage and save money is to manage 
outdoor landscape watering which uses 
between 60-80% of the water in a typical 
home.  Reduce irrigation cycles, adjust 
sprinklers to prevent run-off, and water 
only before 8 am to prevent evaporation.  
For more details and additional tips, 
please visit www.cityofventura.net/h20. 
 “Reliable, clean drinking water is a vi-
tal service to our community.  We need to 
work together to use our water respon-
sibly and protect our future resources,” 
said Vicki Musgrove, Assistant Public 
Works Director.  For more information, 
residents may contact Customer Service 
at www.cityofventura.net/mva and se-
lect the “Utilities/Water” topic or call 
667-6500.
 Since its adoption in 1975, Ventura’s 
active water conservation program has 
resulted in a 44% decrease in per capita 
use from 269 to 150 gallons per person 
per day.  This usage reduction, as well 
as capital investments in water facilities 
to more effectively manage water sup-
ply, has allowed Ventura to maintain 
adequate supplies, even during these 
drought conditions.

it gives you tips on preparing for swift 
and safe evacuation if a fire threatens 
your neighborhood.
 The second piece to this potentially 
costly puzzle is how the Ventura City 
Fire Department cooperates with other 
local and state firefighting agencies to 
knock out large fires when they occur.  
For example, during our 2005 School 
Canyon Fire, Ventura City firefighters 
were joined by hundreds of others from 
agencies across California – and at no 
cost to the City.
 Why?  The system – called “mass mu-
tual aid” – operates under a simple con-
cept: Help your neighbors during their 
time of need and they will be prepared 
to help you in return.  Mutual aid is like 
an insurance policy that means commu-
nities do not have to pay daily for huge 
reserves of firefighting resources, but 
those resources can be called upon dur-
ing a crisis.
 As a Fire Chief, I know that my first 
duty is to the community of Ventura.  
We never send firefighters to be part of 
mass mutual aid if we need them here 
in town.  But we also know that we have 
a long-term responsibility to support 
the system in case we need help further 
down the road.
 Firefighters give their efforts in the 
following priority order: to protect hu-
man health, property and the environ-
ment.  Please help us keep these priorities 
by being a responsible homeowner.  We’ll 
continue to do our part, as well.

based company would win the project and 
be paid the full amount of $100,000 for the 
job.
 Mayor Christy Weir who preached 
shopping local during her State of the City 
address earlier this year believes this mea-
sure is in line with what makes and keeps a 
city healthy.
 “We should lead by example with city 
money when appropriate,” said Weir.
 State law dictates local governments 
may give a 1 to 5 percent advantage to lo-
cal businesses.  Independent of state law, 
the courts have approved these programs 
for limited purposes.  
 The new rule stipulates the advantage is 
for small businesses only.  Documents pre-
sented at the meeting cited “City must be 
cautious to create a program that is clearly 
for the benefit of small local businesses, not 
simply every business located in Ventura.”
 The resolution defines small local com-
pany as one that has held a business license 
issued by the city and maintains its princi-
pal business office within the city’s limits.  
In addition the business must employ less 
than 100 people or have average annual 
gross receipts of less than $20 million com-
bined over the past three years. 
 While there may be some money lost by 
giving credit to the local businesses council 
members are counting on what is described 
as economic multiplier benefits.  This 
means the city will expect to benefit from 
increased local business activity stimulated 
by the preference including a generation of 
local jobs which will in turn stimulate the 
local economy to the benefit of the city.
 Possibly extending the reach of this new 
policy, the council asked City Attorney Ariel 
Calonne to explore the possibility of add-
ing language to include subcontractors on 
larger projects.

Hanukkah 
Boutique

Temple Beth Torah will hold their 
Hanukkah Boutique  on Sunday, No-
vember 15 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
The Temple’s sisterhood, Woman of Re-
form Judaism, will be offering the largest 
selection of Hanukkah items in the area. 
Vendors will offer unique jewelry, purses, 
clothing, one of a kind crafts, artifacts, 
creative art works, toys, Judaica items, 
and so much more. Food will be sold at 
this event, especially latkes and drinks.

Bring your family, friends, neigh-
bors and join in for this large once a year 
event. The public is invited to Temple 
Beth Torah, 7620 Foothill Rd., Ventura, 
Ca. For more information please call 
647-4181.
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New boating 
center in 
Channel Islands
 The County of Ventura has approved 
a $1 per year lease with CSU Channel Is-
lands to operate a new boating center to be 
located at Channel Islands Harbor in Ox-
nard. The 25 year lease will start when the 
boating center is finished.
 The Boating Instruction and Safety 
Center will be 19,000 square feet and will 
provide sailing and safety courses for local 
students.
 After 10 years in planning it was again 
approved by the California Commission 
after their first approval was over-turned in 
court.

Downtown 
Waterfront 
Design 
Charrette
by John Burke

Recently I went to Ventura’s Down-
town Waterfront Design Charrette and 
saw tree lined boulevards, sweethearts 
in shady plazas, earnest intentions, bit-
ter regret and planners extolling the 
virtues of Traditional Urbanism.

A charrette (shuh-ret) is an urban 
planning marathon lasting several days. 
Other people get involved but it’s the 
urban planners show. Very hands on 
with lots of maps and pictures and each 
day various “solutions” are presented 
in a sort of “American Idol” elimina-
tion round. Winners move on, losers 
become academic beasts of burden.

This charrette’s challenge? Calm the 
raging 101 Highway and make Ventura 
look better than Santa Barbara.

Professional Urban Planners hold 
charettes but they want a lot of money 
for it. It’s better to rope college stu-
dents into doing it for free. In this 
case it was seven students from Notre 
Dame’s Graduate School of Urban De-
sign along with their professor.

Entering the City Hall presenta-
tion room that first night I saw draw-
ings and maps taped to the wall. They 
shuffled us around the room in small 
groups while students pitched their 
academic wares, “Step right up and 
get your urban planning! Spaces of all 
shapes and sizes, connections galore, 
new wind powered light rail with solar 
compatible tax credits! ”

There was a lot of nervous energy 
because no student wanted to spend 
the rest of the week hand coloring 
some classmates flow charts. By the 
second day there had already been 
academic bloodletting. Only five ideas 
made it to the opening round: “Big 
Cap”, “Small Cap”, “Bridge”, “’Boule-
vard” and “Roundabout”.

The two “Caps” put the 101 in a 
tunnel. Out of sight out of mind and 
with enough space on top to build 
a bunch of stuff that would make 
Santa Barbarians crazy with envy. 
The “Bridge” connected the beach to 
downtown by reorganizing 101 access 
ramps and added more bridges. “Bou-
levard” and “Roundabout” were bold 

solutions simply doing away with the 
freeway altogether.
 Audience response probably influ-
ences the judges but no one knows ex-
actly how winners are picked in these 
things. The word just “comes down”. 
That’s part of the excitement. On open-
ing night “Boulevard” and “Round-
about” looked unstoppable so there was 
an audible gasp when “Bridge” emerged 
as the early favorite on day two. Small 
Cap was in second place and Large Cap 
was hanging by a thread.
 Less than 48 hours in California 
and the boulevard huggers were gone. 
These students were smart and they 
lived close enough to Indianapolis to 
appreciate good driving. The 101 was 
back! You could almost see the locals 
relax just a bit.
 On day two the residents get into 
the act with feedback and payback. This 
city is chock full of planners, architects, 
historians, artists and interest groups: 
people with a passion for Ventura.
 Over four days we examined the en-
tire ancient history of Ventura going 
all the way back to World War II. The 
fairground was dissected and conspir-
acy theories spun about how the Army 
came to give the State our County Fair. 
 In true Notre Dame fashion, the 
two “Caps” fought back and were in 
a three-way tie with “Bridge” at weeks 
end. You can’t end a game or a story 
like that. Did the automotive river get 
tamed? Will Santa Barbara ever give us 
our props?
 Hold on! All that and more will be 
revealed at the final presentation on De-
cember 17, 2009 at Ventura City Hall. Af-
ter thinking about Ventura all semester, 
the students’ will present their “findings” 
at the regularly scheduled Design Re-
view Committee Meeting held at 6PM in 
Council Chambers at City Hall, 501 Poli 
Street - Second Floor.
 Ventura has a long website about 
the charrette: http://www.cityofventura.
net/community_development/plan-
ning/planning_communities/edgewater
Breeze:
 John Burke is a new contributing writer 
for the Breeze. He is a landscape architect 
and consulting arborist and has been self em-
ployed since June. He has been on the Ven-
tura’s Tree Advisory Committee since 2007. 
He has a master’s degree in landscape archi-
tecture from the University of Washington.
 He says that “I guess I’m an educator 
at heart and would like to include more 
people in discussions about trees, design and 
planning.” So this is what he will be writing 
about and he hopes to hear from our readers 
regarding these subjects.  

CMHS Medical Staff members Patrick Dies-
feld, Edward Banman, Alon Steinberg, An-
drew Lee and Lee’s wife Hui-Chien socialize 
during the Benefactors’ Ball

Benefactors’ 
Ball raises 
$75,000
 The 37th annual Benefactors’ Ball 
on Oct. 3 raised nearly $75,000, with the 
proceeds going toward the building of a 
new Community Memorial Hospital.
 Over 170 attended the black-tie gala, 
sponsored by the Community Memorial 
Healthcare Foundation and held at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel Mandalay Beach 
Resort in Oxnard. They included Gary 
Wilde, Community Memorial Health Sys-
tem President and CEO, and Dr. Martin 
Pops, Chairman of the Board of CMHS, 
in addition to scores of CMHS medical 
staff members and their spouses.
 Also on hand were local business lea-
ders and community members.
 The Benefactors’ Ball represents an 
opportunity for residents to support 
community-based healthcare. Every year 
hospital and community leaders from all 
over Ventura County gather for a night of 
dining, live music and dancing.

Megan McGinnis and Robert Adelman Han-
cock star in the Rubicon musical set in the 
1900’s. Photo by Jeanne Tanner

Daddy Long 
Legs at the 
Rubicon
 Daddy Long Legs, starring Megan 
McGinnis and Robert Adelman Hancock 
will be at the Rubicon Theatre until Nov. 
8 so there only a few days left to see the 
world premiere musical by Tony and Ol-
ivier Award-Winner John Caird (Nicholas 
Nickleby, Les Miserables) and Tony nom-
inee Paul Gordon (Jane Eyre). 
 Based on the classic novel by Jean 
Webster the musical is set in the early 
1900s, this exquisitely moving story is 
the vivid account of a young orphan girl 
as she blossoms into a beautiful, intelli-
gent and vivacious woman. A trustee of 
the John Grier Orphanage offers a proper 
education to the 18-year-old Jerusha. The 
benefactor’s only requirements are that 
Jerusha never know his identity, and that 
she write him monthly (though he will 
not respond). She sees him once in shad-
ows and invents a nickname for her mys-
terious patron—Daddy Long Legs. Her 
letters to him paint a moving portrait of 
her lonely life in the orphanage, and the 
development of her mind and spirit. This 
new two-person musical boasts memo-
rable melodies and lyrics and an imagi-
native libretto by an internationally re-
nowned artistic team.

Jim Duran, shown here with Zoe Taylor Presi-
dent and CEO of the Ventura Chamber of Com-
merce, has been honored by the SCAPP

Jim Duran 
selected SCAPP 
administrator 
of the year
 The Southern California Association 
of Activities Professionals (SCAPP) awarded 
Jim Duran, Executive Director of Cypress 
Place Senior Living, the” Administrator of 
the Year” award for 2009.  Jim Duran was 
presented the award at the SCAAP Con-
ference.The “Administrator of the Year” is 
presented to the person who is a true role 
model and is committed to excellence in 
leadership in the senior living industry 
throughout seven counties in Southern 
California, ranging from San Luis Obispo 
to the boarders of Mexico.
 Tricia Yates, Activity Director for Cy-
press Place Senior Living states, “Cypress 
Place employees, residents and family mem-
bers have such respect for Jim.  He sets the 
example of excellence that he expects oth-
ers to follow and he is an encourager and a 
challenger to us all.  It is his desire that we 
excel in our positions because that impacts 
the services we can provide to our residents.  
His leadership has also impacted the local 
Activity Directors in how he has encour-
aged and provided for our Ventura County 
Activity Coordinators Association.”
 Jim has a wife of 21 years and six chil-
dren. Jim pastors The River Community 
Church in Ventura totally on a volunteer 
basis. He coaches youth football and bas-
ketball, serves on the board of managers of 
the YMCA, is an Ambassador for the Ven-
tura Chamber of Commerce, oversees 160 
churches for Pure Desire Ministry, serves 
food at the Rescue Mission, and is currently 
involved with the City Center Hotel transi-
tional housing project.  Often on Friday & 
Saturday nights you will find him on the 
streets of Ventura handing out free bottles 
of water & pizza from 12 midnight to 2 AM 
in order to connect with people.  
 Tricia Yates States, “The list could go 
on describing how Jim has been involved 
and impacted the community and our se-
nior living facility, but the most important 
thing to me and our team at Cypress Place 
is the heart of the man.”
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Digital Camera 
Playground - 
Part 4 - Motion
by Nelson Wallace

 When you push down the shutter 
release button completely, the shutter 
opens, beginning the exposure.  Then the 
shutter closes, ending the exposure, and 
thus fixing the exposure time interval 
for the shot.  Imagine for a moment that 
this exposure time is subdivided into very 
short time slices, say a thousand of them, 
producing a thousand images, one right 
after another, while the shutter is open.  
Let’s name these “quick images”.  Think 
of the final image as being formed by 
adding these quick images together. 
 For a fixed subject and a steady camera, 
each of the quick images is the same, and 
the series of underexposed quick images 
add up to the nice crisp shot you’re used 
to.  On the other hand, when your camera 
moves, each quick image is a slightly dif-
ferent picture, and when they’re added to-
gether, there will be blurring because the 
images in the quick pictures are not reg-
istered on top of each other.  The same, to 
a lesser degree, happens when the camera 
is fixed and the subject moves during the 
shot; the background will be crisp, but 
the moving subject’s quick images will 
not be registered and will be blurry in the 
shot.  Thinking about motion this way 
helps to predict how motion will affect 
your shot; the faster the motion during 
an exposure, the worse the misregistra-
tion of the quick images, and the blurrier 
the picture.
 So let’s experiment.  Back up your 
shots.  Read your manual about shutter 
priority.  Reread article #3 (page 9, Ven-
tura Breeze 10/21 issue) about the self 
timer.  Now, indoors during daylight,  
turn the flash off.  Use the self-timer to 
take a picture of yourself.  Everything in 
the photo should be in good focus.
 Next, set up the camera as before.  Put 
the camera into shutter priority.  Dark-
en the room a little, which should give 
a slow shutter speed and accentuate the 
motion blur.  Set the shutter speed suc-
cessively slower while watching the cam-
era’s choice of f/number, and quit when 
the f/number reaches its highest value (f 
/ 11?).  You’ll know you’ve slowed shut-
ter speed too much when the indicator in 
the LCD predicts overexposure.  Use the 
self-timer to take your picture again, this 
time while you move your hand back and 
forth quickly in front of you.  This photo 
should show a blurry hand, but a crisp 

Ventura 
Harvest Festival 
featured 
crafts, food and 
music
 The Ventura Harvest Festival Origi-
nal Art and Craft Show®  was enjoyed by 
all    at the Ventura County Fairgrounds 
on October 16-18
 In each city that the Harvest Festival 
stops in it gives back to the community 
by partnering with a charitable organiza-
tion in order to assist the non-profit with 
raising funds. The show partnered with 
the Ventura County Humane Society 
to offer them a portion of the proceeds 
from shopping bag sales, all of the pro-
ceeds from the bag and parcel checks and 
a $500 honorarium donated by the Ven-
tura Harvest Festival.    
 The Harvest Festival boasted of  over 
24,000 handmade arts and crafts and at-
tendees could  speak directly with the ar-
tisans who make the featured products, 
watch live demonstrations, and taste de-
licious food samples while they browse. 
There was also a main stage that featured 
exciting live music performances and en-
ergetic dance numbers. 

face and background.
 Last, darken the room more.  With-
out flash, without the self-timer, with 
shutter priority, set for a four second 
exposure and take a hand-held shot of a 
newspaper placed about four feet away.  
Similarly, take shots with two second, 
one second, 1/2 second, 1/4 second, 1/8 
and 1/16 second shutter speeds. Look at 
the pictures, and find the slowest shut-
ter speed that gave a good picture.  For 
future reference, remember this limiting 
shutter speed for hand-held shots; it will 
be good to know when you have to shoot 
in a museum without flash.  Hint: If you 
got a good shot at a 1/4 second exposure, 
you’re doing good.

“Community 
Greenhouse Gas 
Solutions” 
presented at 
City Corps
 A group of master’s students from 
the Bren School of Environmental Sci-
ence &Management at the University 
of California Santa Barbara presented 
their thesis topic to VC Green Coalition 
at the City Corp building, located across 
from city hall  recently. The members of 
the Bren|AECOM group presenting were 
Michael Conrardy and Aaron Sobel. The 
remainder of the group included Gavin 
Feiger, Allison King and Justin Whittet, all 
second-year Bren master’s students.
 Each year, the master’s students at the 
Bren School complete Group Projects as 
the culmination of their master of Envi-
ronmental Science and Management De-
gree. These Group Projects, which serve as 
the Bren master’s thesis, are selected from 
many proposals the school receives from 
outside businesses, community groups, 
and other organizations.
 This year, the Community Greenhouse 
Gas Solutions Group Project is address-
ing the pertinent environmental issue of 
reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emis-
sions at the community scale. Through a 
partnership with the environment branch 
of the AECOM consulting company, the 
project will develop a software program 
that selects efficient, cost-effective strate-
gies to reduce GHG emissions. California’s 
Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, 
AB 32, has set an emissions reduction goal 
of reaching 1990 levels by the year 2020, 
and provided possible reduction strategies 
for communities.
 The strategies will include build-
ing efficiency, renewable energy sources, 
transportation solutions, and conserva-
tion practices. The Bren group is using 
the City of Ventura as a case study to test 
its model and methods used. Ventura was 
chosen based on its proximity to UC Santa 
Barbara and characteristics that make it 
representative of a typical California com-
munity, such as demographics and land 
use. Ventura also voluntarily conducted a 
GHG inventory for municipal operations, 
a requirement of project client, AECOM. 
This initiative also indicated Ventura’s in-
terest in addressing climate change at the 
local level. The Bren|AECOM group re-
cently completed a GHG inventory for the 
city of Ventura and has begun to prioritize 
reduction strategies (such as renewable 
energy, efficiency, and conservation) based 
on economic, geographic, and political 
feasibility. On April 8, 2010, all 16 current 
Bren Group Projects will be presented to 
the public at an event held on the Univer-
sity of California’s Santa Barbara campus.
 The final results of the project will in-
clude:
 • Software for California communities 
to use in selecting GHG reduction strate-
gies based on geographic, economic, and 
political constraints.
 • Recommended strategies tailored 
specifically to Ventura.
 • A final report detailing the group’s 
motivation, methods, and conclusions 
following the completion of the project.
For more information about the Bren 
School and the Group Project, please go 
to www.bren.ucsb.edu.
 Details about the Bren|AECOM proj-
ect can be found on the project website at 
www.brenaecom.org.

THE INSIDE OUTSIDER

“Ignorance Is 
not bliss”
by Brian Lee Rencher

Politics is where reason ends and 
emotion and hyperbole begin.  Why is 
this so?  Because people are uncomfort-
able with the stark realities they must 
face when reason is applied to seeking 
truth in the majority of political matters 
and, therefore, the masses prefer to be 
told “the truth” by those that they follow 
– their “leaders” – so that “knowledge” 
can be definitive, tangible and actionable 
with the least amount of discomforting 
forethought.

In science, reason is applied by creat-
ing a hypothesis, developing experiments 
to test the hypothesis’ validity and reli-
ability in making predictions, and then 
making inferences based solely upon ob-
served outcomes.  This is not so in poli-
tics.  In politics, answers are “known” up 
front, and then the “facts” are spun to 
prove the preknown “answer”.  Basically, 
in politics, “knowing the facts” tends to 
be more palatable and important to the 
masses than actually seeking out a rea-
sonable well thought out solution.

Astute politicians specialize in prey-
ing upon people’s ignorance and predis-
positions to achieve their aims.  Voters 
tend to prefer happy talk and fairy tales 
that meet their expectations as opposed 
to hearing that they will not be able to 
afford their wildest dreams.  Politicians 
may know one set of valid facts, but they 
tend to either lie outright, or by omission, 
to achieve the goals of their respective po-
litical agendas.  Only an electorate that is 
willing to educate and inform themselves 
has a chance of seeing through the smoke 
and mirrors of political rhetoric.

But voters are unwilling to seek out 
the facts since this requires diligence and 
a lot of homework.  It’s easier for taxpay-
ers to slurp down propaganda through 
a straw than it is to chew on the gritty 
facts of the matter.  And politicians know 
this well and are all too willing to throw 
everything into the political blender of 
sound bites to feed the hungry “politi-
cally minded” masses.  It has been said 
that we get the political environment and 
outcomes that we deserve, and political 
lethargy is ripe for exploitation.

Throughout history, most govern-
ments have had two classes – the gov-
ernors and the governed.  What makes 
the United States of America different 
is that the governors and the governed 
are, theoretically, one and the same.  This 
means that every citizen is in fact a poli-
tician whether they like it or not.  And, 
with this cherished freedom comes great 
responsibility.  But the electorate seems 
to be forgetting this and becoming po-
litically lazy, ignorant, demotivated, and 
detached.  Fewer and fewer eligible voters 
register and vote each year.  This is exactly 
what happened to the Weimar Republic 
in Germany in the last century, and this 
detachment from doing one’s civic duty 
is very dangerous indeed.

Therefore, it is incumbent upon 
Americans to do their civic duty and to, 
once again, become politically educated, 
informed and motivated.  People should 
make their political inferences based upon 
observations and reject – at least until 
proven true – the rhetoric of self-serving 
politicians (including themselves).  There 
will always be a class of people just wait-
ing in the wings of opportunistic misfor-
tune to relieve the masses of their liber

Continued on page 17
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News and Notes

Toastmasters is 
celebrating 75 
years
 Toastmasters Ventura Club #24 is 
having its 75th birthday on Nov. 14 at 

YMCA National 
Week of Prayer
 The Ventura Family YMCA is cel-
ebrating YMCA National Week of Prayer 
November 9 through November 13.  Each 
day’s events will begin at noon with a 
light lunch followed by a 10-15 minute 
message and prayer time.  Everyone in the 
community is invited and encouraged to 
come and enjoy the messages and fellow-
ship that will be shared by pastors from 
local churches in the community. 
 The week activities will kick off on 
Monday, with Pastor Rob Orth from AC-
TION Ministries to speak on the topic of 
hope during difficult times. Tuesday, Pas-

Local law student wins Hintz Family Scholar-
ship for community service

Barrett wins 
scholarship

Ventura and Santa Barbara Colleges 
of Law student Kathleen Barrett has been 
awarded the prestigious Hintz Family 
Scholarship for Community Service. 

Donated by the Judge Steven Hintz 
family, the award was established in 2005 
to recognize a significant commitment to 
community service on behalf of a local 
law student.

Barrett is scheduled to complete her 
Juris Doctor degree at the Colleges of 
Law in December. While attending law 
school she has been involved as a volun-
teer with Grey Law of Ventura County, a 
nonprofit group that provides free legal 
help to senior citizens. She also works as 
a volunteer mediator and mediation su-
pervisor in a small claims mediation pro-

Harrison to 
maintain trash 
collection 
schedule  
during the week 
of Veterans’ Day
 Harrison Industries will maintain its 
regular trash and recycling or green waste 
collection schedule during the week of 
Veterans’ Day, Nov. 9-15.
 Harrison Industries serves the cities 
and surrounding unincorporated areas 
of Ventura, Ojai, Camarillo and the unin-
corporated area of El Rio as E.J. Harrison 
and Sons; Fillmore, Santa Paula and sur-
rounding unincorporated areas as Santa 
Clara Valley Disposal; and Thousand 
Oaks, Newbury Park and surrounding 
unincorporated areas as Newbury Dis-
posal.

gram sponsored by the Ventura County 
Superior Court and the Ventura Center 
for Dispute Settlement. In addition, she 
volunteers as a court-appointed guardian 
ad litem in juvenile dependency court, 
helping abused, neglected or other at-risk 
children, and assists a local attorney with 
pro bono child custody and child sup-
port cases.
 “Kathleen Barrett exemplifies Amer-
ica’s call to volunteerism,” Judge Hintz 
said in presenting the award. “The Santa 
Barbara and Ventura Colleges of Law is 
to be commended for requiring commu-
nity service as part of their law degree 
program.”
Barrett entered the Santa Barbara and 
Ventura Colleges of Law following a four-
decade career in health care management. 
“My hope was to use the law as a way to 
channel my energy into helping others,” 
she said. “I can truly say that entering law 
school was the best decision I ever made 
as it has provided many varied avenues 
for me to pursue my commitment to be 
of service to my community.”
 Barrett says that upon graduation her 
goals are to pass the bar and “devote my 
time to pro bono legal service. I’ve been 
incredibly fortunate in my lifetime; and 
I hope, as an attorney, to do some small 
part to help those who have not been as 
fortunate.”

5pm.  The event will be celebrated by a 
buffet dinner at the Poinsettia Pavilion.  
 The club has had the good fortune 
of obtaining the services of a noted mo-
tivational speaker, Jim Cathcart, who has 
been a former president of the National 
Speakers Association.  He has also been 
the recipient of the Golden Gavel award 
by Toastmasters International as have 
previous recipients Earl Nightingale. Art 
Linkletter, and Zig Ziglar.  In addition to 
authoring 15 books he has been called 
one of the “Legends of the Speaking Pro-
fession”.
 Toastmasters Ventura Club #24 was 
first formed in 1934.  It was one of the 
early clubs to be formed by Toastmas-
ters International which, itself, is only 10 
years its senior.  Since its formation it has 
maintained 75 years of continuous ser-
vice to its members and its community.  
 Toastmasters aim is to promote 
communication and leadership skills to 
the individual.  It does this by having its 
members deliver short prepared speeches 
to the club, which are then evaluated to 
the club by another chosen member, and 
then a short extemporaneous speech on a 
subject picked by another chosen mem-
ber.  These are superb exercises which 
produce personal growth and self confi-
dence to the participant.  Members use 
these skills in their work place and in 
their community.
 Those who wish to get a good catered 
dinner and hear a prominent speaker and 
visit a table with the latest communica-
tion devices (Twitter, Facebook, etc.) are 
cordially invited.  Cost is $45. 6.  No tick-
ets at the door, please.  Checks payable to 
Ventura Toastmasters.
 Contact: Paul Leveille at 647-5247

tor Jim Duran from The River Commu-
nity Church will have a special discussion 
about teens and how we can all help them 
survive in the world.  Wednesday, Pastor 
Leonard Dewitt from Ventura Baptist 
Church will discuss seniors and veterans, 
in observance of Veterans Day. Thursday, 
Pastor Chon Torres from Lighthouse 
Christian Fellowship will speak on family 
and the importance of unity. On Friday, 
Pastor Sam Gallucci from the Kingdom 
Center Harbor Community Church will 
wrap up the week with a discussion on 
community and working together. 
 This is the second year that the Ven-
tura Family YMCA will be participating 
in the YMCA National Week of Prayer.  In 
addition to the noon time meetings the 
YMCA is hosting a special Hip Hop Ser-
vice on Wednesday, November 11 from 
6-7:30 pm with dancers from the MTV hit 
show “Americas Best Dance Crew” along 
with other talented dancers performing.  
 The Week of Prayer is an annual event 
to celebrate the spirituality of the YMCA 
movements around the world. This week 
is a tradition that dates back from 1904 
when local YMCA’s unite to consider 
their work in the context of the Bible. 
 Pastor Jim Duran from the River 
Community Church has been an active 
participant in the YMCA Week of Prayer 
and knows how beneficial the week can 
be for everyone.
 “This is one of my favorite events of 
the year because real people get together 
and pray over real stuff, things that are 
happening in our life today. When people 
attend this event, they realize that they 
are not alone in their situations and oth-
ers are willing to partner with them in 
prayer.  And I know that prayer works” 
said Duran. 
 If you are interested in celebrating 
in the YMCA National Week of Prayer 
please feel free to contact Margo Byrne, 
Executive Director of The Ventura Family 
YMCA 642-2131 Ext 17 or email margo.
byrne@ciymca.org. Or visit www.ciymca.
org/ventura. 

Ventura County Supervisor Steve Bennett and 
Pastor Sam Galucci were all smiles at the suc-
cess of the fund raiser for Kingdom Center

Kingdom Center 
fund raiser

On October 24 a fund raiser was held 
at the home of Rod Houck to raise funds 
for the new Kingdom Center located at 
837 E. Thompson Blvd. at the site of a 
former motel.

The Kingdom Center hopes to be 
able have open some of their living fa-
cilities by Christmas for families in need. 
The unique center involves many-many 
church denominations working in har-
mony for a wonderful cause and was the 
brainstorm of Pastor Sam Galucci of 
Harbor Community Church.

Their mission is to unite churches 
and community resources to provide day 
time care and transitional living services 
for the homeless of Ventura County that 
will equip them to rebuild their lives.

More on page 14
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Retired Air 
Force Col. 
Knotts to speak 
at Ivy Lawn 
Veterans’ Day 
service
 Retired Air Force Col. Jerry E. Knotts, 
current Commander of the Conejo Valley 
Military Order of World Wars, will be the 
keynote speaker at the 17th annual Veter-
ans’ Day service at Ivy Lawn Memorial Park 
in Ventura on Wednesday, Nov. 11.
 The ceremony, “A Veterans’ Day Dedi-
cation to World Peace,” begins at 10:30 
a.m., and will run until noon. The public is 
welcome to attend.
 Knotts, whose military awards in-
clude the Legion of Merit, Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Meritorious Service Medal, 
Air Medal and Air Force Commendation 
Medal, completed 112 combat missions 
during the Vietnam War. Upon retirement 
from the Air Force in 1984, Knotts joined 
the aerospace industry as vice president/
general manager of California Microwave, 
Inc., and later joined American Nucleonics 
Corporation as vice president. 
 George Compton, a retired Army colo-
nel and former Ventura County Veterans’ 
Service Officer, will serve as master of cer-
emonies. Color Guards representing local 
service organizations will be on hand as 
well, the Pacific Coast Highlanders Pipe 
Band will perform and Andrea Tinajero 

Ray Bradbury’s 
Stage Version of 
Fahrenheit 451 
to be presented

A seminal event in the life of Ventura 
school kids will take place on November 
12,13 & 14. Staged at the Epic Theatre at 
2855 Johnson drive The Ray Bradbury 
Theatre and Film Foundation in Partner-
ship with St. Bonaventure High School 
with present Ray Bradbury’s Stage Ver-
sion of Fahrenheit 451. 

This is a breakthrough moment in 
terms of school theatre production, rais-
ing the bar and taking high school drama 
to a semi professional level - in acting, 
stage craft, lighting and sound. This pro-
duction has been privately sponsored and 
will be filmed and packaged as a teaching 
tool and a template for other teachers 
and schools to utilize.

High profile industry professionals 
will be attending and providing a mas-
ter class workshop on Saturday the 14th 
from 11-4pm. Including screen writer Pe-
ter Bellwood. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for 
our kids to be supported by the entire 
community and for parents to observe 
career possibilities for their children.

Tickets prices are $12 and $8 for stu-
dents and are available through SBHS, by 
calling 985- 7098 and at the door further 
information is also available by calling 
this number.

Kevin Bass of Ventura, Charles Touchete of Ox-
nard and Rita Freund of Santa Paula investi-
gate the demise of Trotsky at Ventura College

Ventura College 
students 
present one-act 
play festival
 The Ventura College Theatre Depart-
ment presents the Fall 2009 One-Act Play 
Festival. This semester’s one-acts include 
Seven Menus, a transcendental dining ex-
perience shared by multiple couples in ev-
er-changing relationships, written by Da-
vid Ives and directed by Aaron Manuyag;  
Variations on the Death of Trotsky, an ex-
ploration of how the great Leon Trotsky 
came to have a mountain climber’s axe 
smashed into his head, written by David 
Ives and directed by James Fraker; Night 
Visits, an endearing parable of love, loss, 
and ultimate happiness, written by Simon 
Fill and directed by Alex Manriquez; and 
Misreadings, a unique tale of the delicate 
and complex relationship between teach-
er and student, written by Neena Beber 
and directed by Wayne Hellstrom. 
 The One-Acts will be performed at the 
Ventura College Mainstage and Circus 
Theatres beginning with a free preview 
performance on Thursday, November 12 
at 8pm. Performances will be Friday, No-
vember 13 and Saturday, November 14 
at 8pm, Thursday, November 19 at 8pm, 
Friday, November 20 and Saturday, No-
vember 21 at 8pm, and a Sunday Matinee 
on November 22 at 3pm.
 Tickets are $7.00 for general admis-
sion, and $5.00 for students, staff, and 
seniors, and are available only at the door 
shortly before the performance begins.
 For more information, contact Judy 
Garey at 654-64600 ext. 3236 or Jay Va-
rela at ext. 3194.

Boys & Girls 
Club of 
Ventura’s 42nd 
Annual Auction

The Boys & Girls Club of Ventura’s 
42nd Annual Great Auction celebration, 
“STEP UP FOR KIDS – OUR STARS OF 
TOMORROW!” presented by E. J. Harri-
son & Sons, Inc. will be held November 
21, 4:30 PM at the Ventura Beach Mar-
riott. The Great Auction will showcase 
outstanding live and silent auction items 
generously donated to support the youth 
at the five Clubs in the Ventura, Saticoy 
and Oak View communities. This year’s 
event is chaired by Tareq Hishmeh, Esq. 
and dedicated to the memory of Jymme 
Hitch-Banhart who served as the ‘First 
Lady of the Auction’ for 41 years.

An overview of live and silent auc-
tion items include: A Week Stay in Nuevo 
Vallarta, Mexico; a Week at a Chateau in 
the Santa Cruz Mountains; Experience 
Disneyland Package; Excellent Lakers 
Tickets; Assorted Fine Wines, Art & Jew-
elry; Unique Gift Baskets; Vacation Pack-
ages & Several Stays at Marriott Vacation 

Award winning journalist, Dahr Jamail to 
speak in Ventura

Dahr Jamail is 
the living 
personification 
of service and 
courage. 
 Jamail was one of only a handful of in-
dependent journalists who reported from 
inside Fallujah during the siege there in 
April 2004, and he was the only American 
independent journalist to cover the No-
vember 2004 siege of Fallujah. He is also a 
voice for the many veterans who are now 
resisting the ongoing war in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and he has written about their 
stories in his new book, Will to Resist. 
 He will be the keynote speaker at an 
event held at the Unitarian Church in 
Ventura where he will speak on “From 
Iraq to Afghanistan: the Media, the Mili-
tary and the New G.I. Resistance. A $10.00 
donation is requested but no one will 
be turned away for lack of funds. Both 
of these events will also host an exhibit 
of Veterans Art from the Combat Paper 
Project as well as the stunning anti-war 
art of the much lauded Korean veteran-
artist-author, James Joseph. 
 The Combat Paper Project is power-
ful and unique. Here the veterans have 
collectively turned their uniforms into 
paper and then used the paper to express 
their feelings about the war. The paper it-
self contains blood, sweat, tears, and per-
haps a touch of depleted uranium. 
 Jamail will also be hosted at a fund-

Properties plus hundreds of other special 
items. The black-tie optional event in-
cludes a champagne reception, live and 
silent auctions and a gourmet dinner.
 The Boys & Girls Club of Ventura 
operates Clubs on five sites in Ventura, 
Saticoy and Oak View. Proceeds from the 
event go to support the Club’s on-going 
work of providing  safe, positive after-
school and summertime programs for 
the community’s youth. 
 Age- appropriate, diversified pro-
gram activities concentrate on priority 
outcomes of academic success, character 
and leadership development and healthy 
lifestyles. Services are offered to all youth 
between the ages of 6 to 18 regardless of 
race, color, religion, creed, gender, na-
tional origin, sexual orientation, financial 
or any other category. In 2008 the Boys & 
Girls Club of Ventura celebrated 70 years 
in the community. 
 Live and silent auction items and 
sponsorships are still being accepted for 
the event. Preferred table seating tickets 
are $150 for individual tickets or reserved 
table seating at $125 per ticket. For ticket 
reservations, information and/or auction 
item donations contact Amanda at 641-
5585 or www.bgclubventura.org.

raiser- reception to be held at the one of 
a kind Ventura home of Frank Peterson 
and Lucy Duffy on Sunday, Nov. 8 from 
2-5 PM. Refreshments will be served and 
everyone can relax with Dahr in this 
beautiful setting. This event is $25. per 
person and $40. per couple. A shuttle to 
the event will be provided from the cor-
ner of Rincon and Poli between 1:30 and 
2pm as on-site parking is not available. 
RSVP for this event at 643-6864.
 For more info call 407-7997 or email: 
work4peacenow@gmail.com

will play “Taps.”
 The event also will include a rifle salute 
by the 1st United States Volunteers Memo-
rial Honors Detail, and doves will be re-
leased by Smitty’s White Doves of Oxnard.
 Over 1,000 American casket flags will be 
on display during the ceremony, courtesy 
of the Veterans’ Avenue of Flags Organiza-
tion. Each flag has the name of the veteran 
it belongs to written on the binding. The 
flags will fly during the week of Nov. 7-14.
 Ivy Lawn Memorial Park is located at 
5400 Valentine Road. Call 642-1055 for 
more information.
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Beach
Plumbing
& ROOTER SERVICE

Call laRRy   653.5440   lic. 389968

We will clean 
any dRaIn $45including main sewer*

* Yard and area drains not included, residences onlY.
all drains and stoppages must be readilY accessible.

Special! Extra Large Pizza 
Monday & Tuesday only, 4 - 9, $10.99

Free Delivery
1700 E. Thompson 

Ventura
805.648.1070

COUPON!
Medium, large or
extra large pizza

$3.00 off

Ventura events
The Ventura Downtown Lions Club 

meets at noon on the first three Thurs-
days of the month at The Derby Club, 10 
Harbor Blvd. Guests are always welcome! 
For more information about club pro-
grams and service projects please contact 
Club Second vice President, Joe Siddons, 
at 218-4515.

Sierra Club walks: Every Monday @ 
8am. Meet for a 1½ to 2 hour walk in the 
Ventura/Ojai areas for keeping fit while 
walking.  Call Pat at 643-0270 to join the 
group.
Nov. 6: Performances To Grow On is 
proud to present internationally ac-
claimed children’s singer Norman Foote 
in a special concert, on Friday at Ventura 
Center for Spiritual Living, 101 S. Laurel. 
Norman Foote will be joined by the Ven-
tura Children’s Choir, under the direc-
tion of Elizabeth Kinsch.  

Norman Foote is an award winning 
entertainer from Vancouver, Canada who 
has received international acclaim for 
his song writing, outrageous props and 
off beat sense of humor. His stage show 
is uniquely Norman and is innovative 
both musically and visually. With finely 
crafted routines and songs, His concert 
is a highly engaging experience featur-
ing songs from his award-winning CD’s.   
Tickets are $10 for children and $12 for 
adults and are available by phone at 646-
8907 and online at www.ptgo.org (click 
on special attractions) .
Nov. 7: Here’s your chance to get some 
holiday shopping done early at the First 
Christian Church Ventura’s annual 
Arts and Crafts Fair & Community 
Lunch. You’ll love the unique items be-
ing featured from local crafters and en-
joy some tasty treats from some talented 
chefs!  Join them on Saturday, November 
7 from 9 a.m to 2 p.m.; Lunch begins at 
11:30. at 38 Teloma Drive at Telegraph 
Road . for more information call 642-
4146 
Nov. 11 & 12:  Holiday Boutique  from 
8am-5pm  8th floor auditorium at Com-
munity Memorial Hospital. CMH Auxil-
iary Gift Shop returns all proceeds back 
to CMH annually.
 For anyone interested in becom-
ing an Auxiliary(adults) volunteer or 
Junior(teens) volunteer, please pick up an 
application at the front desk of CMH or 
call:  Shelby Bauer, Auxiliary President, 
642-7382; Edie Marshall , Juniors Chair, 
639-0693
Nov.12: The Ventura Unit of the League 
of Women Voters will hear from mem-
bers of the Ventura County Grand Jury 
who will explain the purpose, operation, 

history, and how grand jury reports are 
developed and released to the public.  The 
meeting will be Thursday, 2pm, Topping 
Room, E.P. Foster Library, 651 E. Main 
St.  The public is invited.  Call 658-0587 
for further information.
Nov.17: Ventura Downtown Lions 
Club annual spaghetti dinner at 
O’Brien Hall, 211 E. Main Street (behind 
the San Buenaventura Mission).  Com-
pletely staffed by club member volun-
teers; the revenue from this event sup-
ports The Cottage Home foster family 
facility and numerous other Community 
Service Projects.
 Tickets are $6.00 and may be pur-
chased at the door. A vegetarian meal is 
available. Live music, too! For further in-
formation, please contact Kevin Seelos at 
218-0406
 Nov.20: Performance Theatre for Young 
Artist is proud to present Gilbert & Sul-
livan’s, “The Pirates of Penzance”; 
performances will be at the Poinsettia 
Pavilion 3451 Foothill Rd., Ventura on 
Friday, November 20, at 7:30 p.m., Sat-
urday, November 21, 3:00 p.m. and 6:30 
Pirates Gala Performance, appetizers 
and dessert buffet at 6:30 p.m. perfor-
mance begins at 7:30, Saturday, Decem-
ber 5,  and December 12 at 3:00 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m., Sunday, December 13th 
at 6:00 p.m..  Tickets are $15.00/$12.00, 
Pirates Gala tickets are $22.00/$20.00. 
Ticket information 653-1962 or www.
ptya.org
Nov.21: Ventura’s First Tellabration!  
Celebrated around the world the third 
Saturday of November and now in Ven-
tura!  Bringing the area’s most talented 
storytellers who have performed at the 
National Storytelling Conference, the 
Australian Storytelling Festival, the LA 
Storytelling Festival and the Ojai Story-
telling Festival. Saturday, 8 p.m. at Bell 
Arts Factory, 432 N. Ventura Ave.  Stories 
for all ages. $10 at door.  For additional 
information, contact elaine@embodied-
voicestoryarts.com or call 407-2538. 

 Ojai events
■	  77 year old Ojai Mayor Joe De Vito 
recently announced that he will resign 
as the Ojai mayor after nearly 24 years of 
serving the public in elected service.
 The retired school principal said that 
there is no overriding reason that prompt-
ed his decision. After nearly 25 years on 
the Ojai City Council he feels that it is 
just the right time to step down.
 His term was scheduled to end in No-
vember 2010 so his seat will need to be 
filled.
■	 A decision recently by the Fish and 

Game to euthanize a large black bear 
in Ojai after it climbed up a tree has 
raised calls for a state investigation 
into this action.
 Because of this action some Ojai resi-
dents have formed Ojai Wildlife League 
to assist in future such encounters.
■	 The 25th Annual Ojai Peddler’s 
Fair is being held from 9am-4pm, Satur-
day and Sunday, November 14 & 15. 
Located in the Chaparral Auditorium at 
414 E. Ojai Ave. Parking is free in the ad-
jacent municipal parking lot, and admis-
sion is always free.
 Held rain or shine, the Peddler’s Fair 
is chock-full of quality antiques, col-
lectibles, handcrafts and international 
crafts.
 This is a benefit for the Mira Monte 
PTO.
 Vendors are sought. For more infor-
mation, please contact Pat at 964-8915.
 An Ojai Valley Museum Guided 
Historical Walking Tour is a great 
way to learn about Ojai’s colorful past, 
get the skinny on their pioneer families, 
check out architectural highlights and 
gain a sense of what makes Ojai spe-
cial.
 The one-hour tours begin at the Ojai 
Valley Museum, 130 W. Ojai Avenue, at 
10:30 am and run through December 19. 
A new series will resume in January. A 
museum docent will be available to lead 
a walking tour of the downtown area. 
Docents Patty Fry, Trina Grantham, Bill 
Kindig, Cricket Twichell, Helen Peter-
son, Barbara Washburn, Ellise dePuydt 
and Rose Boggs, are the local historians 
who will be sharing their Ojai stories 
with visitors and locals alike. 
 The cost is $8 for current museum 
members; $10 for non-members. For 
full information and reservations call 
the museum at 640-1390.
 The Ojai Music Festival’s Women’s 
Committee’s chief mandate is to raise 
money for the BRAVO program that 
helps bring music education to schools 
in the Ojai Valley.  The OVWC was 
founded in the late 1940’s and has some 
100 members that live in the area.
 The “Holiday Home Look In” is 
the Festival’s chief fundraiser, this is 
the 13th year, and has raised an  average 
of $40,000 annually.  
 Every year, four Ojai homes are se-
lected for the HHLI tour.  Each one is 
decorated with festive touches, four in-
terior designers and/or florists are se-
lected each year for this task .  
 Often, there is a theme attached, 
which this year is “”Holidays from 
around the world” since the four homes 
will be decorated, according to their ar-

chitectural and interior design style, 
in the French tradition (for the French 
Country Manor), in an exotic (voir Ba-
linese) style for the Santuario del Cora-
zón, in the Italian style for the Villa Fe-
lice, and in the California style for the 
Casa de la Vista.  
 This years designers are Chantal 
Dussouchaud, Barbara Bowman, Philip 
Brocious, and Neva Williams. Musical 
interludes are provided by talented mu-
sic students from the Ojai area.  
 A marketplace with an array of ven-
dors will take place in a public space 
at the Rotary Community Park.  The 
marketplace will open on Friday, a day 
ahead of the 2-day tour on the 21st and 
22nd from 10am to 4pm.  Ticket prices 
(that gains admission to all four homes) 
is $30 in advance and $35 at the door 
and can be purchased through the Fes-
tival’s website.
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Tom, Kerry and Kellin Weisel wouldn’t consider 
going to Osa Peninsula in Costa Rica without tak-
ing the Breeze with them to read so that they know 
what is going on in our wonderful city. 

Jazz comes to 
the Ventura 
Art Festival
 Karl Keller’s Sax And The City will be 
featured at the 1st Annual Ventura Art 
Festival from 1:00 - 1:45 PM on Satur-
day November 14 in Mission Park.
 You’ll be able to listen to their 
unique acoustic smooth sounds of clas-
sic jazz, blues, and R&B. The quintet is 
composed of well-known Southern Cal 
musicians on piano, bass, drums, sax 
and trumpet.
 The band’s first CD, “Take 1!” was 
released in June, and will be on sale all 
day at the Art Festival. CDs, YouTube 
samples and contact information are 
on the web at http://www.saxandth-
ecity.org or “Fans of Karl Keller’s Sax 
And The City” on Facebook.
 In its first year, Karl Keller’s Sax 
And The City is becoming quite well 
known throughout Ventura County 
by appearances at Ventura’s premiere 
jazz club My Florist, Westlake Village’s 
North Ranch Country Club, the Boys 
& Girls Club of Ventura’s “Garden 
Party” at the historic Pierpont Inn, 
the Chamber of Commerce’s Busi-
ness Expo (twice), as well as weddings, 
corporate banquets and other private 
events. Band members also perform 
at venues such as the Reagan Library, 
Thousand Oaks Performing Arts Cen-
ter, Santa Barbara’s Courthouse Gar-
den festivals, SoHo and many restau-
rants and clubs in Ventura and Santa 
Barbara counties.

More on page 19
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“In for Repairs” watercolor by Ray Hunter

Artists award-
ed ribbons for 
the prestigious 
American Soci-
ety of Maritime 
Artists
 The Ventura County Maritime Mu-
seum is proud to announce the artists 
awarded ribbons for their artwork in 
Aqueous IV, an exhibit of the Western Di-
vision members of the prestigious Ameri-
can Society of Maritime Artists:
Best of Show: Bronze Sculpture, “Ma-
ternal Quest,” Kim Shaklee, Brighton 
CO
First Prize: Oil Painting, “The Califor-
nian Passes a Schooner off the California  
Coast,” William Lowe, Dana Point, CA
Second Prize: Gouache Painting, “Sea 
Shells,” Robert Arlt, Los Angeles CA
Third Prize: Watercolor Painting, “In for 
Repairs,” Ray Hunter, Santa Barbara
 The exhibits continues through Janu-
ary 31, 2010   Entry is free to the public.  

“Colors 
Galore” at 
Gallery 255
 Deslys E. Robinson is the solo resi-
dent artist being featured at the Gallery 
255 from November 12 through Decem-
ber 12. 
 Ms. Robinson who resides during the 
winter months in Bakersfield, also resides 
in Santa Barbara during the summer.  
While in Santa Barbara, she works on her 
printmaking in her studio at Sea Breeze 
Art Studios located in the art district on 
Laurel St.
 “Colors Galore” will be an exhibit of 
Ms. Robinson’s monotypes created over 
the years.
 There will be an opening reception on 
Saturday, November 14 6:00 - 9:00 pm.
 Gallery 255, 255 South Laurel Street, 
Ventura, CA.

Sculptor Myra Toth  is shown working on the 
clay model for her life-size bronze turtle

Life-size turtle 
sculpture on 
preview exhibit
 A life-size bronze turtle by Ojai sculp-
tor Myra Toth, slated for installation 
in the Museum of Ventura County’s 
planned Children’s Garden, is on preview 
exhibit Nov 13 through November 29, 
at the Museum’s temporary site at 89 S. 
California Street in downtown Ventura.
 A gift to the museum and the children 
of Ventura County by Howard Boroughs, 
the commissioned sculpture was inspired 
by his interest in the creation stories of 
Northwest Coastal American Indian cul-
ture, which tell of their people coming 
forth as children from a giant clamshell. 
Toth’s sculpture uses the turtle, seen in 
many cultures as a symbol of good luck, 
long life, and wisdom, as the mother

Continued on page 12

Sun Dance by Nancy Beswick of Ventura won 
the Award of Excellence in Watercolor and Ink 
Techniques at the Ventura College juried Stu-
dent Art Exhibit in 2009

Works by VC 
landscape 
painting class at 
the Blanchard 
Community 
Library 

 Works by Ventura College Landscape 
Painting students and Professor Dorothy 
Orr will be on exhibit at the Blanchard 
Community Library in Santa Paula until 
December 29. The community is invited 
to meet the artists at a reception sched-
uled Thursday, November 12, from 5:00 
to 7:00 pm. 
 The Library is located at 119 N. Eighth 
Street and is open Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday from 12:00 noon to 8:00 pm.  
On Wednesday the hours are 10:00 am to 
6:00 pm and Saturday from 10:00 am to 
2:00 pm.
 The paintings, in various media, will 

be featured on the Douglas Shively Me-
morial Wall for the duration of the ex-
hibit.  These students work in a manner 
known as Plein Air painting, a method 
also enjoyed by artist, Douglas Shively.  
Works are painted on location, in open 
air, using natural light only.    
 All students participating in this ex-
hibition are members of the Landscape 
Painting, Watercolor Painting, and Ink 
Techniques classes at Ventura College.  
Additional works by these artists will 
be available for viewing at the reception 
only.  
 For more information, call Dorothy 
Orr, Ventura College Fine Art Instructor, 
654-6400 ext. 1394.

The museum is located at 2731 S. Victo-
ria Ave. in Oxnard’s Fisherman’s Wharf.  
It is open daily, 11-5 pm.  For informa-
tion see the museum website:  vcmm.org 
or call 984-6260.
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Vita Art Center 
presents “Zero 
in Space: Past, 
Present and 
Future”

“Zero in Space: Past, Present and 
Future” draws its title from the Mayan 
concept of zero. The Mayans used zero as 
a tool in their quest for the meaning of 
time, which was considered an attribute 
of the gods. In their search for the ever-
changing stages of past, present and 
future time, the Mayans perceived it as 
coming from a divine realm in its very 
essence, permeating all and being limit-
less. The termination or completion of 
a time cycle is equated with death, but 
not as a finality,  rather as a portal of hu-
man spiritual evolution. Zero does not 
mean that there is nothing, but that the 
counting has evolved or spiraled up to 
higher levels.

Rafael Perea de la Cabada and Luis 
Perez are two Mexican artists with a simi-
lar international trajectory. They share 
things in common, such as their place of 
origin, Mexico City, their lineage, which 
is a mixture of native Mexican Indian and 
European blood, and their love for their 
ancient Mexican art and culture and 
contemporary artistic expressions. Their 
powerful work is a reflection of this and 
much more. For the first time they will 
be sharing the same space where past, 
present and future meet in a timeless 
manner.

Opening reception  is November 6 
from 6-9 p.m. Exhibit dates: November 
6  thru November 29. Gallery Hours: 
Monday – Friday from 10 -5 and Week-
ends by appointment. Vita Art Center is 
located at the Bell Arts on Ventura Ave.

“West Matilija Trail”, oil by Robert Wassell

Wilderness 
Trails of 
Ventura at the 
Buenaventura 
Art Gallery
 Robert Wassell’s “Wilderness Trails 
of Ventura ” will exhibit at the Buenaventu-
ra Art Gallery from November 10 through 
December 5.  The artist reception will be 
Saturday, November 14 from 5 – 8 pm.
 Nationally known artist of the Los Pa-
dres National Forest , Robert Wassell has 
been documenting the forest for 22 years.  
His paintings show a pristine wilderness 
where the only sign of man is a trail or dirt 
road.  To reach the site of his works you 
have to hike several hours, so this is not 
the forest you see from your car window.  
He is known as the back packer’s artist 
and is well known by many lovers of the 
forest.  Wassell has a unique style and vi-
sion that is unlike any other artist in the 
Ventura region.
 The essence of Wassell’s work is to 
“humbly try to capture this pristine wilder-
ness”.  The gems he paints validate the ac-
complishments of this naturalist as well as 
brings these spectacular vistas to an eleva-
tion a bit more easy to clime to.
The Buenaventura Gallery is located at 700 
E Santa Clara St.  Hours are Tues – Friday 
from noon – 5 pm and Saturday from 11 
am to 5 pm.  For more information, visit 
their website at www.BuenaventuraGallery.
org.  Buenaventura Art Association is cel-
ebrating 55 years of great art!

Life size turtle
Continued from page 11
from whom life emerges. She fashioned 
each child in the sculpture to represent 
the various positive qualities of human 
character. The exhibition will include pic-
tures and explanations about how the piece 
was conceived, then created in clay and later 
cast in bronze.

Toth’s pieces have been exhibited in 
Chicago and throughout California, in-
cluding at the Museum of Ventura County, 
and they are in many private collections. 

The museum is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Go to http://
www.venturamuseum.org.or call  653-0323 
for more information.
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Senior Living

Mary Embree is currently working with trou-
bled youth in Juvenile Hall
Senior Cone-nection

Mary Embree – 
a woman on the 
go!
by Nanci Cone

Ventura resident Mary Embree may be 
a senior but with her schedule you would 
never know it.  She is an author, editor, 
literary consultant, and public speaker. 
She also teaches writing workshops and 
edits books and doctoral dissertations.
Additionally, she is the co-founder and 
Executive Director of CLAS, California 
Literary Arts Society, a nonprofit organi-
zation that produces the annual Ventura 
Book Festival, conducts writing work-
shops, and publishes the works of young 
writers and the founder of SPAWN, Small 
Publishers, Artists, and Writers Network.
After a successful career as a staff re-
searcher and writer for various popular 
TV series in the 1980’s, she decided it was 
time to try something different.  “I needed 
to express myself in different ways and to 
reach out to others to help them discover 
their creativity,” she says.  “This led to me 
writing and producing a documentary on 
a parolee musical group for the California 
Youth Authority that offered juveniles a 
chance to do something really positive,” 
she adds. Mary is currently working with 
troubled youth in Juvenile Hall who are 
writing a book of their memoirs, which 
will be published by CLAS Publishing.

In the 1990s, as a senior, she became 
a published author of books including A 
Woman’s Way: The Stop-Smoking Book 
for Women, The Stop-Smoking Diet for 
Women, The Author’s Toolkit: a Step-
by-Step Guide to Writing and Publish-
ing Your Book and The Birds and Bees 
of Words: A Guide to the Most Common 
Errors in Usage, Spelling, and Grammar. 
Mary also hosts a memoir-writing group 
for seniors age 60 to 96 for the past 8 
years. Impressed with the stories they 
produced, she decided in 2004 to publish 
a book titled Reflections: A Collection of 
Memories.  A TV producer saw the article 
and did a segment on the group and the 
book for ABC World News Tonight – a 
thrill for everyone involved.

Next up is a three-part seminar to take 
place at Bank of Books on Main Street 
that will teach authors how to create a 
successful book proposal.  Mary notes, “A 
book proposal is a lot like a business plan.  
It can serve as a guide and a checklist of 
what you need to do to write a book that 
has a good chance of selling well. This is 
essential whether you are publishing your 
book yourself or seeking a literary agent 
or publisher for it.”

As you go through the steps of writ-
ing the proposal you will learn:

how to focus on your subject. 
how to describe your book to others. 

 how to organize your material. 
 whether you have a salable idea..
 how to sell yourself. 
 what your competition is. 
 “Everybody has a story to tell and it 
doesn’t matter if you’re in your 90s and 
have never written anything.  If you write 
about your life, you will be leaving an im-
portant legacy for your family members 
to cherish,” notes Mary.  She goes on to 
add, “Remember, writing is a way to keep 
the brain active, to stave off boredom and 
to possibly kick off a whole new career.  
Many people published their first books 
well into their 80s!”
 To learn more about the California 
Literary Arts Society, visit their website at 
www.literaryarts-ca.org.  For more infor-
mation on the upcoming book proposal 
seminar (dates and fees to be determined) 
or the memoir-writing group, contact 
Mary at maryembree@sbcglobal.net.

“Coping & 
Caring” for 
seniors
 The Ventura County Human Servic-
es Agency’s In-Home Support Services/
Public Authority is hosting “Coping & 
Caring,” a conference for seniors and 
caregivers, on Saturday, Nov.7, from 9 
am to 1 pm. The conference will be at 
the Ventura Adult & Continuing Edu-
cation Center located at 5200 Valentine 
Rd., room 101 in Ventura. 
 The event will provide information 
and resources to Ventura County care-
givers and seniors and include bilin-
gual workshops on such topics as Par-
kinson’s disease and coping with grief 
and loss.
 Dr. Arnold Bresky, author of Brain 
Tune Up A Guide to Caring for Your-
self, will present a workshop on slow-
ing the progression of cognitive brain 
decline predominately associated with 
Alzheimer’s disease and related memo-
ry illnesses.
 Registration begins at 8:30am and 
light refreshments and door prizes will 
be provided. 
 The event is sponsored by the Ven-
tura County Human Services Agency’s 
In-Home Support Services-Public Au-
thority and the Area Agency on Aging. 
 Reservations should  be made via e-
mail at ivonne.aguilar@ventura.org or 
by calling 654-3217.

An interview 
with Commu-
nity Memorial 
Health System, 
Part II
by Tim Pompey

 With the debate over health care 
reaching critical mass in Washington, 
The Breeze thought it might be helpful 
to talk with some health care profession-
als from Community Memorial Health 
System (which operates Community Me-
morial Hospital and Ojai Valley Commu-
nity Hospital) about some of the health 
related issues being bandied about in 
Congress. Gary Wilde, President & CEO, 
Michael Ellingson, Vice President of Mar-
keting & Development, and David Glyer, 
Vice President, Finance, agreed to answer 
some important questions and (hopeful-
ly) bring some clarification to the debate. 
Here is the second part of our interview 
with CMH.
 T: Can you explain the typical “busi-
ness” model for health care in America?
 G: Yes, I think there is a standard 
business model. The system we now have 
pays based on services rendered, a fee-
based system. Just like you’d buy a car or 
go into a restaurant to order a meal. But 
health care is different in that consumers 
almost never pick and choose what they 
buy. So, the typical consumer is insulated 
from the full cost of health care. Further-
more, in this business model, it’s a com-
petitive market for patients. Everyone 
in health care wants more patients and 
patients want more full service. In the 
middle of this are the doctors, referred to 
professionally as the “gatekeeper.” They 
are the filters in this process. Typically, 
doctors are paid a monthly fee for main-
taining a total number of patients. And, 
in addition, they are paid incentives to 
keep patients well.
 T: Worst case scenario, no health care 
reform gets passed, what happens to health care 
as an industry in the next ten years?
 G: Things are going to change at 
the provider level, whether or not health 
care reform gets passed. There will be 
external pressures or incentives to align 
physicians and hospitals and get them to 
work together to be more efficient. I think 
they’re going to have to work together to 
find ways to lower costs.
 D: Reduction of Medicare payments 
to providers will also happen, regardless. 
There will be a movement to provide 
more healthy options. Physicians will be 
provided incentives to keep patients well 
and out of the hospital with recurring is-
sues.
 T: Can you clarify what is meant in the 
current national political discussion as a “pub-
lic option” for health insurance?
 G: Generally defined, a public op-
tion is an option where the Federal gov-
ernment would sponsor a health insur-
ance plan as an option for individuals. 
These individuals could buy this from 
the government in lieu of standard health 
insurance. It could be done a couple of 
ways. One, as an extension of Medicare, 
but we’ve already defined the current 
problems with that program. The other 
is to simply have a separate U.S. health 
insurance program. The debate regard-
ing this is who would be eligible. Some 
are saying it should be available for ev-
eryone. Others contend it should only be 
for those who can’t afford it. We would 
prefer not to have a public option. We’d 

rather be able to negotiate rates with the 
government, just like we do with groups 
like Blue Cross. Currently, in the House, 
Pelosi wants a public option to compete 
with standard health insurance. In the 
Senate, it’s a different story. One suggest-
ed alternative is an “insurance exchange,” 
a co-op in which everyone is covered and 
all resources are pooled. This would allow 
health care to share the risk more broadly 
and have a larger pool to work with.
 T: What do you think needs to happen to 
lower the overall cost of health care?
 G: One solution would be to re-
quire that everyone be insured, just like 
they do with auto insurance here in Cali-
fornia. Also, we have to address defensive 
medicine issues. A suggestion here would 
be to establish a separate medical court 
system to address malpractice and speed 
up the process. Finally, providers need to 
do a better job dealing with the methods 
of cost. There should be an emphasis on 
keeping people healthy. We refer to this 
as establishing an “accountable care or-
ganization.”

Ventura Job & 
Career Center
Thursday, November 5 - Resumes that 
Sell, 8:30 am – 4:00 pm - hands-on work-
shop providing assistance in completing 
a resume, cover and thank-you letters. 
Walk away with a portfolio that shows off 
professional skills and experience. 
Tuesday, November 10 - Explore Your 
Future, 8:30 am – 2:30 pm - complete a 
self-evaluation to help identify your skills 
and aspirations. Gain insight into the 
hidden labor market and develop a career 
strategy based on high-demand occupa-
tions.
Wednesday, November 11 - Tap into 

the Hidden Job Market, 1 pm – 4 pm - 
learn how to initiate contacts and job 
leads and why networking is so impor-
tant. Gain important insight and tools 
for finding job leads before they are ad-
vertised.
Thursday, November 12 - Dollars and 

Sense, 1 pm – 4 pm - gain a basic un-
derstanding of good/bad debt, credit, 
spending triggers, budgeting and finan-
cial goals. Take control of your financial 
future. 
Tuesday, November 17 - Winning In-
terviews, 9 am – 4 pm - supplies the tools 
to make a lasting first impression when 
interviewing.
Wednesday, November 18 - Job Reten-
tion, 1 pm – 4 pm - learn how to succeed 
at your new job. This mini-career shop 
will help you discover what employers are 
really looking for in their employees and 
how to make yourself more valuable
Tuesday, November 24 - Online Job 
Search Strategies, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm - 
teaches useful and successful methods 
of surfing the Internet for job leads, and 
how to properly respond. Must have ba-
sic computer skills. Bring your completed 
resume on 3 ½” floppy disk. 

Career Shops are presented in part-
nership with Ventura County Job & Ca-
reer Centers and are sponsored by the 
Human Services Agency and the Work-
force Investment Board. Equal opportu-
nity Employer/Program/Service – TDD/
TT Inquiries call 1 (800) 735-2922. Aux-
iliary aids and services are available upon 
request to individual with disabilities. 

Location: Ventura Job & Career Cen-
ter  4651 Telephone Road, Ventura   654-
3435

Coach pleads 
guilty of selling 
steroids
 Former Ventura College unpaid vol-
unteer assistant football coach Shaun 
Loring, 45 from Camarillo, has pleaded 
guilty to selling anabolic steroids and 
furnishing a prescription pain killer for 
illegal sale.
 As part of his plea bargain he will be 
sentenced to up to one year in prison and 
will be placed on 3 year’s probation. Be-
cause of other convictions he could have 
been sentenced to up to 8 years but be-
cause he has no prior criminal record he 
was given the lesser sentence.
 His stepson and co-defendant Tra-
vis Domm, 21 faces similar charges in a 
pending trial.

Health

School

Sports
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The future is now.
The Breeze is available online 24/7, 

along with useful links, staff biogra-
phies and online-only goodies.
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News and Notes

Geoffrey and family were surprised with tickets 
to Robin’s show as part of Geoffrey’s Make-A-
Wish

Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of 
the Tri-
Counties reaches 
a milestone
 Geoffrey Baldovino, a Paso Robles 
17-year-old who lives with Cardiomyo-
pathy and a heart transplant wished to 
met Robin Williams.  Geoffrey and Robin 
had lunch together at Il Fornaio in Corte 
Madera, CA.  For  two hours the conver-
sation never stopped, nor did the laughs.  
Geoffrey signed a mug that he gave to 
Robin and Robin told him he would use 
it for his morning coffee!  And of course, 
Robin signed things for Geoffrey.  At the 
end of the lunch Geoffrey and family were 
surprised with tickets to Robin’s show 
that night at the Throckmorton Theater 
in Mill Valley with reserved seats.

Kismet makes a 
stop at Rock the 
Cure Ventura
 Kismet was clearly in play on Sat-
urday, October 10 when the Kris Perry 
Foundation presented its annual Rock the 
Cure Ventura breast cancer benefit concert 
at the Bombay Bar and Grill. Accomplished 
musicians, world class sound engineers, 
brilliant stage management, inspired event 
planning, lots of elbow grease, and perfect 
weather magically came together to provide 
attendees with a night to remember. Rock 
the Cure supporters were treated to a lively 
concert featuring The Situation and the 
ever-popular Ventura band, Lion I’s, at the 
Bombay’s specially prepared outdoor venue. 
Close to 500 concert-goers from near and far 
had a chance to dance and revel in the balmy 
evening air with the knowledge that all pro-
ceeds from the event’s ticket and t-shirt sales 
go toward fighting breast cancer.  
 The Kris Perry Foundation, which is 
based in Ventura, is a nonprofit organiza-
tion committed to support the advance-
ment of breast cancer research and integra-
tive care, and to provide educational and 
financial resources to breast cancer patients 
within Ventura County, California.

Gisele & Naomi Ortega are happy to help col-
lect food for the TOTSOCE program

Trick Or Treat 
So Others Can 
Eat program 
kicks off 
 Over 10 years ago Lynnette Coverly 
and Ventura County 4-H started the 
Trick Or Treat So Others Can Eat (TOTS-
OCE) program to help collect canned 
food for FOOD Share. This Halloween, 
Ventura County’s Loma Vista 4-H club 
and FOOD Share ask the community 
and youth organizations to help Trick 
Or Treat So Others Can Eat by collect-
ing canned food and other non-perishable 
food items on Monday, Nov. 8.
 When the TOTSOCE program started 
Coverly took her then two year-old daugh-

ter, Kimberly, trick-or-treating to collect 
food. Now 15, Kimberly has become very 
involved in the program. As the 4-H Teen 
Leader for TOTSOCE, she is responsible 
for coordinating and registering partici-
pants in the program, and creating and 
maintaining an excel spread sheet for 
tracking the amount of food collected. 
 “We are so pleased and proud of Kim-
berly’s efforts in spearheading this year’s 
trick or treat program,” said Bonnie Wei-
gel, CEO of FOOD Share.
 Volunteers for TOTSOCE collect cans 
of food and other non-perishable food 
items to benefit FOOD Share, Ventura 
County ’s regional food bank, to help feed 
more than 40,000 people each month in 
Ventura County . Participation from local 
youth groups, clubs, church groups, ser-
vice organizations, schools, sports groups, 
families, and individuals, is encouraged.
 Donations can be dropped off at Ven-
tura County Community West Bank loca-
tions at 951 Westlake Blvd. in Westlake 
Village and 1463 S. Victoria Ave. in Ventu-
ra , or at FOOD Share’s warehouse at 4156 
S. Bank Road in Oxnard . 
To participate: Log on to www.lomavis-
ta4h.org, click the “join” button, down-
load the starter kit and then collect canned 
food and other non-perishable food items 
until  November 8.
 For more information about the 
TOTSCE program or to download a start-
er kit visit www.lomavista4h.org. Visit 
www.foodshare.com for more informa-
tion on FOOD Share. 

California VCCool artists are Mark J., Rachel 
Pratt, Chris Young, Susan Bardsley, Rachel 
Morris, Kendra Gonzales, and Howard Miller. 
Photographer by MarioFamoso Fotography

VCCool Joins 
International 
Climate 
Action Day
 Volunteers of VCCool (Ventura Cli-
mate Care Options Organized Locally) 
created a beautiful “350” mural recently, 
at their Painting Party and Potluck. As 
part of the global movement to strength-
en world-wide climate crisis policy, Ven-
turans came together to paint a large, col-
orful mural across a local  garage door. 
Photos and videos will be used as part of 
an international effort toward stronger 
climate crisis policy. “The upbeat art-
work of windmills, bicycles, and ladybugs 
will serve as a brilliant and permanent 
reminder to visitors and passersby – that 
every day is another day to take care of 
our planet and our climate,” says Rachel 
Morris, president of VCCool. 
Saturday, October 24 was the Interna-
tional Day of Climate Action, put on by 
350.org. Over 5,200 events were staged 
in 181 countries, to demand that world 
leaders at the United Nations craft power-
ful global policy that will bring the world 
in line with safe greenhouse gas limits of 
350 ppm of carbon dioxide. 
350 ppm (parts per million) has become 
an iconic number on our planet. It is the 

upper limit of safe carbon dioxide that 
the earth can handle without drastic cli-
mate change. Current atmospheric read-
ings put us at 387 ppm and rising.

Adult literacy program in Ventura attracts 250 
learners a year 

Inspired to read
by Mira Reverente 

Heads bent with papers spread out 
in front of them, Ashley* and David look 
like regular library patrons or homework 
buddies. As they review print outs of Ash-
ley’s work e-mails, David’s face lights up as 
he talks about Ashley’s progress, “Her writ-
ing has greatly improved. Her sentences are 
clearer and easier to understand.”

Months ago, Ashley was struggling 
with the voluminous e-mails and jargon at 
the electronics plant where she works as an 
assembler. Then a friend told her about an 
adult literacy program in Ventura.
Beginnings

There have been many Ashleys and Da-
vids since 1984, when the state library start-
ed Reading Instruction for Adults (RIFA). 
The one-to-one reading and writing tutor-
ing program matches volunteer tutors and 
keen learners with various goals. 

Two sites in Ventura host the tutors 
and learners – Buena High School library 
and the Ventura Adult and Continuing 
Education (VACE). The H.P. Wright Li-
brary replaces Buena High School during 
the summer. On average, the program at-
tracts 250 learners a year around Ventura 
County. 

“At the very least, potential learners 
need to be conversant in English. The 
curriculum is individualized and goal-
based,” says Carol Chapman, program 
manager of RIFA.
Reading basics

According to data released by the Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES) in 2003, one out of four adults 
in Ventura County has a “below basic lit-
eracy level.” Adults at this lowest level of 
literacy can usually sign a form or add up 
the amounts on a bank deposit slip, at the 
very most.

Benjie* realized he needed to improve 
his reading if he wanted to start his own 
business someday. Margie, a retired teach-
er, has been teaching him how to attach 
sounds to letters and how to read multi-
syllable words. Margie relates, “Now he asks 
me how to write jargon and phrases he has 
heard at work. The other day, we were read-
ing blueprints. He has really blossomed.”
Career advancement
After going through an array of odd jobs, 
Rick* knew exactly what he wanted to get 
out of the program  - a commercial class 
A driver’s license so he could drive trucks. 
Rick recalls, “I didn’t think I would stick 
with the program. Meeting Megan, my tu-
tor, twice a week for two hours each time 
was a huge commitment. If not for Megan, 
I would have given up.” 

Megan helped Rick make note cards. 
They pored through manuals and sample 
tests. A year later, Rick passed the DMV test 
on his first attempt. “I was a relentless tu-
tor but he was a dedicated and motivated 
learner,” says Megan.  
Confidence booster

Motivation and concrete goals keep 
most of the adults in the program, where 
the average stay is three years. But there’s 
usually a trigger that incites them to reach 

out for assistance. 
 For Yvette*, it was small talk at the 
snack shack, during her daughter’s softball 
game. Some parents were chatting and not 
making an effort to include her. Yvette re-
calls, “I felt left out but at the same time, 
I didn’t know how I could contribute. I 
couldn’t understand most of what they 
were saying.”
 Kristen* had similar goals – to im-
prove her conversational and writing skills 
in English. Her tutor, Mary Jo, makes sure 
that Kristen stays on task by setting quar-
terly goals. Kristen has progressed from 
reading simple books to biographies.
Making headway
 Literacy has taken a new meaning these 
days, especially at the workplace. “Before, 
one could get by with minimum function-
al literacy. Now, with technology, an auto 
mechanic for example, needs to know how 
to use a computer and the software that 
comes with it. The standard for functional 
literacy has gone up,” says Chapman.
 Sally knew the exact moment when 
Lorenzo* had made some headway at work, 
“One day, one of his work cell phones rang 
and he started speaking in Spanish. Then 
the second phone rang and he was speak-
ing in English. He was so confident alter-
nating between English and Spanish. He 
was beaming at me. I knew then that we 
had accomplished something.” 
*Learners’ names have been changed to 
protect their privacy.
For more information: Ventura County Li-
brary, 196 S. Fir Street Ventura, CA 93001, 
641-4484 or www.vencolibrary.org
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News and Notes

by Tim Pompey

 They are snow white and look like tall 
geometric igloos. It’s a sign of things to 
come at River Haven Transitional Shelter. 
The camp has undergone a significant face 
lift — a house cleaning so to speak. No more 
flimsy tents. Campsites cleaned up. Resi-
dents reorganized into a working communi-
ty with a board, rules, and a code of conduct. 
The domes are the icing on the cake. Better 
protection, larger living space. 
 Mark Michaels, one of the camp’s resi-
dents, likes the changes. “They’re excellent, 
from what was there. The tents were flimsy, 
deteriorated, and full of mold. The rats and 
squirrels would go in and out. It’s really 
much better now.” 
 The River Haven community, located at 
a City owned site just south of the Harbor 
Boulevard/Olivas Adobe intersection, is now 
in its sixth year. It was originally intended as 
a partnership between the City of Ventura 
and Turning Point Foundation in the fall 
of 2004 to provide protection from winter 
storms for Ventura and/or Santa Clara River 
Bottom residents. 
 Its continued existence, however, is a 
testament to the ongoing problem of home-
lessness in Ventura. In a recent City-spon-
sored meeting between residents of River 
Haven and the Ventura Keys, the controver-
sial nature of this community was brought 
center-stage. Several residents of the Ventura 
Keys suggested that River Haven residents 
were responsible for sifting through their 
trash, stealing bikes, and breaking into cars. 
 In response, Mark Michaels, a current 
resident of River Haven, clarified that the 
shelter is a community with strict residen-
tial rules. Michaels called it a site for “transi-
tional housing,” not homeless dwellers and 
asked that Key residents discern between the 
25 people who live there and the larger ho-
meless community spread throughout the 
river bottom.
 The continued existence of River Haven 
highlights the complexity of homelessness, 
not only in Ventura, but across the country.  
Peter Brown, Community Services Mana-
ger for the City of Ventura, acknowledges, 

“There’s a gap in the community’s knowled-
ge of what homelessness is and isn’t in our 
community.” He hopes that the meeting 
between River Haven and Key residents will 
be a first step in clarifying the true nature of 
River Haven and outlining the City’s hopes 
for addressing homelessness. Given the na-
ture of the problem, he admits that “absent a 
severe breakdown in the community at River 
Haven, I don’t see the City recommending 
that River Haven be closed.”
 With the completion of the camp re-
novation and cleanup in September, River 
Haven is off to a fresh start. The future of 
the site, however, is still a work in progress. 
In response to the possibility of expansion, 
Clyde Reynolds, Executive Director of Tur-
ning Point Foundation, responds: “Any de-
cision to enlarge River Haven would depend 
on our ability to secure the necessary fun-
ding and move our transitional housing to 
a more permanent location. For now, we all 
need to focus on the creation of a shelter and 
more low income housing.” 
 In the meantime, life goes on for River 
Haven residents and the addition of the po-
lypropylene domes is an innovative appro-
ach for their temporary housing needs. 
Designed by Bruce LeBel of World Shelters 
(www.worldshelters.org), they will make life 
a little easier for a community struggling 
to survive. Waterproof, fire retardant, built 
around wood foundations, they’ll provide 
better protection against the elements this 
winter. 
 Of course, River Haven is only one 
approach to the issue of homelessness. But 
Reynolds feels it’s a positive step. “The ques-
tion that everyone asks: Is River Haven part 
of the problem or part of the solution to 
the problem of homelessness? I want to get 
the word out to the community that River 
Haven does not contribute to the problem 
of homelessness. I want people to know it’s 
part of the solution.”
 Mark Michaels agrees. “We just want 
people to know we’re trying to get back 
into society and be a part of the community 
again. We don’t plan to stay here forever.”

Fashion Week 
2010 is 
looking for 
creative youth!
by Nanci Cone

Fashion Week 2010 is looking for 
suggestions and students to attend the 
Free Sneak Preview of Fashion Week Ven-
tura 2010 on Wednesday. February 3, 2010.  
Also, this AIDS fundraising program is seek-
ing a volunteer to head this project.

If you know one or two individuals with 
a few hours to spare and if this project fits 
well into your work schedule of what you 
already do (especially school teachers), they 
would be very grateful of the help, and your 
efforts will become such a special part for so 
very many in 2010!

The idea is to have volunteers organize 
School Participation in Fashion Week 2010!  
Below is a list of what is needed from some 
wonderful schools/teachers/classes in Ven-
tura County.   Feel free to ask anyone you 
know and to pass this around to Private/
Charter/Home/After-School Educators to 
find out if their students would like to par-
ticipate in any of the ways listed below!

Students able to design clothing for 
2010 themes (Angels/Saints -white shade 
clothing-only designs and Seven Deadly 
Sins - both Seven Sins and Seven Virtues de-
signs needed)  
 Students to perform some type of enter-
tainment for one of the fashion week nights 
(Sneak Preview Night is February 3, 2010; 
Angel and Saint Night is February 5, 2010 
and Seven Deadly Sins Night is February 6, 
2010)

Students Art Work for either Theme/
Night.  The organizers hope to see a lot of 
different styles of art including Wings/Saint 
Halos/ Painted Seven’s/Local Hero Photos, 
etc.  Fashion future design ideas are also be-
ing sought from talented students.  It would 
be great to see the educators come up with 
some great ideas for the students to do and 
all suggestions are welcomed.  (Angel and 
Saints or Seven Deadly Sins, including the 
Seven Virtues.)
 Students to report on the event, write 
original poems or music highlighting their 
thoughts, feelings, and ideas on the themes 
of Fashion Week Ventura 2010
 Students to make Mardi Gras style 
necklaces (supplies for the necklaces will be 
supplied with a goal toward making at least 
200 of them)
 Invite appropriate groups, individuals, 
clubs, and all types of schools to attend the 
free sneak preview fashion show night held 
for students and their instructors on Febru-
ary 3, 2010 AT 7 pm.
 To learn more about this project, the 
timeline, and how you can help reach out to 
students in our community; contact Angel 
Jones at  643-7030 or email her at wen7war@
sbcglobal.net.  Isn’t it time you made a dif-
ference in a child’s life?   

Young actors performing at the Bell Arts Factory

Original play at 
Bell Arts
 “We Source: We Are Our Greatest Re-
source” was recently presented at the Bell 

The Wellness 
Community 
Valley/Ventura 
needs your help

The Wellness Community Valley/
Ventura is seeking sponsors, advertisers, 
and volunteers for its 18th Annual Holiday 
Homes Tour, to be held Dec. 5 from 10:00 
a.m. – 6:00 p.m. and Dec. 6 from 10:00 a.m. 
– 5:00 p.m. The self-guided tour is the cancer 
support organization’s largest fundraiser of 

Food donations 
that will go to 
Food Share of 
Ventura County
 Sheeler Moving and Storage is joining 
with the non-profit organization Move 
for Hunger to help pack and move food 
donations that will go to Food Share of 
Ventura County.
 Move for Hunger (www.movefor-
hunger.org) is an organization that 
works with moving companies to pick 
up unwanted, unopened food during 
the moving process and deliver it to lo-
cal food banks. Often times when peo-
ple move, they take the opportunity to 
get rid of unwanted items and they will 
also clean out their pantries to discard 
their unused food. 
 Sheeler Moving and Storage is ask-
ing its customers to donate unwanted 
and unopened food items. Sheeler’s 
professional moving staff will help box 
up the food donations during the mov-
ing process and make the arrangements 
for the food to be delivered to Food 
Share, which will distribute the donat-
ed food to needy families.
 “This is a great opportunity for 
our company to give back,” said com-
pany President Mel Sheeler. “Over the 
years we’ve seen so much waste. Even if 
we can collect just a few cans a week, it 
will go a long way in helping struggling 
families in the area.”
 Twenty-six percent of families in 
Ventura County live on incomes that 
put them at risk of hunger each month, 
noted Move for Hunger Executive Di-
rector Adam Lowy.
 Sheeler Moving and Storage is lo-
cated at 6060 Nicolle St. Sheeler is an 
agent for Wheaton World Wide Mov-
ing, which also is a partner of Move for 
Hunger. 

New domes have recently been installed at the River Haven Transitional Shelter providing stur-
dier housing and better protection for River Haven residents.

River Haven receives face lift 

the year. Local businesses may choose from 
several sponsorship and advertising oppor-
tunities to meet their needs while support-
ing cancer patients and their families in the 
community.  To learn more about opportu-
nities for your business, contact Madeline 
Sattler at 379-4777.
 The event committee is also seeking lo-
cal residents to serve as ticket-takers and in-
house docents on both tour days. To volun-
teer visit www.TwcVv.org or call 379-4777.
 “The Holiday Homes Tour has become 
a favorite annual tradition over the past 18 
years, and this is a fun way to get involved 
and make a contribution,” said volunteer 
co-chair Ann Houseal. “What better way to 
celebrate the season of giving than donat-
ing your time to a cause that benefits cancer 
patients and their families,” added volunteer 
co-chair Peggy Khachaturian. 
 This year home displays will include 
elaborate holiday décor and unique features 
such as television and movie memorabilia 
in the home of actor John Schneider, a col-
lection of hand-painted china ornaments, a 
courtyard that will be transformed in holi-
day celebration, a home with seven themed 
Christmas trees including “The Fashioni-
sta” and “Under the Sea,” and more. 
 Founded in 1982, The Wellness Com-
munity is an international non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to providing free support, 
education and hope to people with cancer 
and their loved ones.  As a local chapter, The 
Wellness Community Valley/Ventura serves 
over 3,000 community members affected by 
cancer each year. For more information, to 
volunteer or to make a donation, please visit 
www.TwcVv.org or call 379-4777. 

Arts Factory. The production was a “play-
plan”, an outline of a play that a team of 
11 actors aged from 4 to 14 performed.
 Written and directed Tracy Hudak, 
with an original musical score performed 
by her husband John Lacqes, “looks at 
global warming through the lens of con-
sumption”. The plot evolves around mag-
ic beings in a mePod forest.
 The centerpiece of the stage was a 
wonderful “From Roots To Wings” tree 
sculpture made of paper and other recy-
cled materials.
 Tracy hopes to bring other theater 
to the Bell Arts Factory with groups of 
young performers.
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Professor Scamp
Ph.D

Police and Fire Reports

“Bad boys, bad boys, whatcha gonna do...?”

Professor Scamp, Ph.D  (Pretty Happy Dog)

Scamp
Club

Join 
ScampClub

Animals of all sorts can join the Scamp-
club. Email me your picture and a little 
about yourself, including your address, 
to Scampclub@venturabreeze.com. 
You will be in the Breeze and receive a 
Scampclub Card that will get you the 
following discounts. Scampclub mem-
bers can receive:

–10% off dog wash at Cameos Dog 
Grooming, 1058 S. Seaward 648.3800
–$3.00 off bathing at Applause Four 
Paws, 2008 Thompson 648.2757
–Wed. $3.00 off Grooming, 10% off for 
all Seniors (Over 62) Naturally for 
Paws, 1766 Thompson 648.7297
–50% off first grooming - 10% off fol-
lowing grooming at Aloha Grooming, 
1076 Front Street, 643.4852
–10% off pet sitting, dog training and 
MORE at Prancing Pet Services, 
890.1406

Police and Fire Reports

Dogs to Adopt

The Canine Adoption 
& Rescue League

3004 Telegraph Road
805.652.1001

www.carlvc.org        info@carlvc.org

 
Hi, I’m Precious a gentle and af-
fectionate 2 year female Blue Pit 
Bull. I’m an active dog who is good 
with other dogs and children. I’m 
house trained, come when called, 
sit on command and walk well on 
a leash. I was pregnant when I was 
found, but have since given birth 
to 9 healthy puppies - Caden, Cale, 
Carl, Cassidy, Candace, Charlie, 
Chloe, Cocoa and Crash! My pup-
pies and I are eagerly awaiting our 
forever families to come and take 
us home. After raising all of my 

puppies, I can’t wait to be taken care of and 
loved as a cherished member of a family. 
 If you are interested in fostering call the 
Adoption Center at 652-1001.

Hi, I’m Precious a gentle and af
fectionate 2 year female Blue Pit 
Bull. I’m an active dog who is good 
with other dogs and children. I’m 
house trained, come when called, 
sit on command and walk well on 
a leash. I was pregnant when I was 
found, but have since given birth 
to 9 healthy puppies - Caden, Cale, 
Carl, Cassidy, Candace, Charlie, 
Chloe, Cocoa and Crash! My pup

puppies, I can’t wait to be taken care of and 

Hi: I’m Speedy a 5 year old Beagle and I 
live in Ventura and read the Breeze all of 
the time, especially Scamp’s articles.
Some of my favorite things are going 
for walks, sampling people’s food ands 
scratching. I spoke with Scamp and these 
are 3 of his favorites also, maybe it’s be-
cause we’re dogs.

●		The legality of vid-
eos showing cruel and 
very awful treatment 
of animals (includ-
ing purposeful pit 
bull killings) is be-
ing considered by the 
Supreme Court. Even 

though freedom of speech may include 
ugly and foul language the court will 
be deciding whether selling films of 
dog fights or animal torture is protect-
ed under the first amendment (some 
amendment).
 Some argue that any new exception 
to the amendment poses a danger to free 
expression. But I think, obviously, that 
no one should be able to profit from ani-
mal abuse of animals for entertainment, 
not sure what that has to do with free ex-
pression.
 We are entertaining enough without 
being abused.
 Joyce Tischler , of the Animal Legal 
Defense Fund, stated that she was disap-
pointed that free-speech advocates like 
the ACLU had urged the justices to allow 
such videos to be sold.
 How about videos of the humans 
that make (and watch) such videos kill-
ing each other, does the first amendment 
allow that?
●	 Using a poster dog named Bilby Los 
Angeles has launched a campaign to re-
mind pet owners that it is a crime to leave 

an animal unattended in a hot car. (But 
it’s okay to have videos of cruelty to ani-
mals?) If it is 85 degrees outside it can be 
100 to 120 degrees inside a car which can 
cause brain damage or even death to a 
pet.
 So be very careful, especially this time 
of year when we think the weather is cool-
ing down and we have very hot days even 
here in Ventura.
●	 There has been an increase in the 
use of cell-phones in prisons which can 
lead to many problems such as organized 
prison riots and organized crime operat-
ing out of prisons. To help combat this 
guards have been looking for phones with 
the assistance of a cell-phone sniffing 
dog. Now I can find a cell-phone when it 
rings but I have tried smelling one and it 
doesn’t smell nearly as good as dog treats 
so don’t ask me to look for them.
●	 A police dog from the Ventura Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Department was rushed to 
an emergency veterinary clinic after he 
apparently ingested drugs during a drug 
search.  Deputy Dean Worthy and his 
K-9 partner Balu had arrived home af-
ter assisting with a narcotics search in 
Moorpark when Worthy noticed Balu 
beginning to seizure. Worthy rushed his 
partner to a local emergency pet clinic, 
where the police dog was treated for in-
gestion of methamphetamine and was 
just fine, but considering another line of 
work like sniffing for cell phones.

by Joseph Owen

The Ventura Police Department Traf-
fic Division conducted a sobriety check-
point on Saturday October 24 along the 
4200 block of E. Main Street during the 
hours of 10:00 pm through 3:00 am.  As a 
result of this proactive DUI enforcement 
action three motorists were arrested for 
being under the influence and 37 cita-
tions were issued for various infractions. 
These included nine for driver’s license 
violations and six vehicles had to be im-
pounded.

Ventura Police Department person-
nel are trained in the detection of alco-
hol/drug-impaired drivers and staffed 
the sobriety checkpoint on overtime so 
as not to impact routine traffic enforce-
ment.  The goal of the Ventura Police 
Dept is to combat alcohol and drug re-
lated crashes by utilizing these check-
points and by publicizing the efforts. 
Ventura PD is employing a zero toler-
ance policy: if you drive impaired you 
will be stopped; if you’re over the limit, 
you will be arrested.

Additionally, Ventura Police are also 
asking for the community’s help. If you 
see an impaired driver on the road please 
call 911 and report suspicious driving 

behavior. With the holiday season ap-
proaching, the Ventura Police Depart-
ment will continue to aggressively identi-
fy and apprehend impaired drivers using 
a zero tolerance stance. 
Funding for this program was provided 
by a grant from the California Office of 
Traffic Safety and through the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
Attempted burglary on McKinley 
Drive
Late Tuesday night on 0ct 13 two males 
repeatedly rang the doorbell of a resi-
dence in the 2600 block of McKinley Dr. 
The female resident was home, however, 
she didn’t answer the door because she 
did not recognize the individuals ringing 
the bell. 
 The homeowner then spotted a fe-
male standing near the corner of her 
home using a flashlight to peer into the 
rear yard. The owner heard someone 
jump over the wall into her backyard, rip 
open the rear screen door and attempt to 
open the lock through an the open win-
dow. When the owner turned on an inte-
rior light she viewed several suspects flee 
the area on foot and immediately called 
the Ventura Police Dept.
 A patrol officer responding to the call 
spotted four fleeing suspects approxi-

mately three blocks from the crime scene 
and detained the group. Physical evidence 
and eyewitness testimony placed all four 
suspects at the crime scene.
 Jose Velasco age 19, Armando Garcia 
age 18, and two juveniles, all of Ventura  
were arrested for conspiracy to commit a 
burglary. Both adults were booked at the 
Ventura County Jail while the juveniles 
were cited and released to their parents.
 Velasco and the sixteen-year-old male 
were also identified and charged with an 
attempted theft occurring ninety min-
utes earlier at the Pacific View Mall. The 
suspects had entered an unlocked, but 
occupied car located in the parking lot. 
Once they realized someone was inside 
the car Velasco and the juvenile fled emp-
ty-handed. 
Bank robbery on Victoria Avenue
Bank of the West, located at 1794 S Victo-
ria Ave was the scene of an armed robbery 
mid-morning on Wednesday Oct 14. The 
suspect, a male 5’5” to 5’7” with a heavy 
build entered the bank wearing a black 
hooded sweatshirt covering the top of his 
head. The robber also wore a white pa-
per medical mask over his face and dark 
pants with black shoes and gloves.
 He advised the employees he had a 
gun ordered everyone to lie on the floor. 

The suspect then jumped the counter and 
demanded cash from several tellers. 
 The bank robber was provided with 
an undisclosed amount of cash and was 
last seen running southeast through the 
bank parking lot. Officers searched the 
area, but could not locate the robber. The 
suspect did not display a weapon and no 
one was injured during the crime. 
Armed robbery on Sierra Drive
Ventura City Officers responded Thurs-
day evening Oct 15 to a call of an armed 
robbery in the area of Willowick Dr and 
Sierra Dr. When officers arrived they dis-
covered two robbers had confronted, and 
then demanded money from 41 year old 
Gregory Jamroz of Ventura and 27 year 
old David Parness of Thousand Oaks. 
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Police Continued

One robber that actually displayed a 
handgun was described as a Latino male, 
about 20 to 25 years old, and around 
5-’6” to 5’-10” tall. He was wearing a black 
Beanie, plaid shirt, and dark pants. The 
second robber pretended to have a gun 
and was described as a Latino male in his 
20’s and about 5’8” tall. He was wearing 
a dark windbreaker with hood,  and dark 
pants.

After Jamroz gave an undisclosed 
amount of money to the robbers the 
thieves fled the area and were last seeing 
running westbound on Willowick Dr.  
Responding officers canvassed the area 
searching for the robbers, however, they 
could not be found. 
Woman attacked on Ventura Avenue
Around 4am Saturday morning on Oct 
17 Ventura Police Department received a 
911 call from a upset woman in obvious 
distress. The female reported she’d been 
attacked by an unknown male suspect 
while walking on the Ventura Ave near 
the cross street of Harrison Ave.

The victim stated she’d been on her 
way home when the attacker walked by 
headed in the opposite direction.  The 
suspect turned around and began to fol-
low the woman down the street and then 
attacked her from behind.  He shoved 
the victim against a wall and placed his 
hands on the victim’s chest and down 
the front of her pants.  She resisted and 
fought with her attacker and screamed 
for help. The suspect became frightened 
by the woman’s behavior and was last seen 
running eastbound on Harrison Ave 

The suspect is a male Latino juvenile 16 
to18 years of age and 5’-6” to 5’-8” tall with 
a slender build.  The attacker’s clothing was 
described as a black or dark blue hooded 
sweatshirt with dark colored pants. Offi-
cers combed the surrounding area looking 
for the perpetrator; however, no sign of the 
law breaker could be found. Ventura Police 
continue to investigate all leads in hope of 
apprehending this violent individual. 
Dog shot on Omaha Street
On Nov.18, around 6pm Ventura police 
officers responded to a dog-shooting on 
Omaha St.  Investigation revealed that 
Frank Arbizu, 36 from Bakersfield was 
visiting some family in the 2800 Block of 
Omaha St.  His dog wandered to a neigh-
bor’s property while their dogs were eating.  
The neighboring dogs attacked and injured 
Arbizu’s dog.  Both owners discussed the 
matter and tried to resolve it.  

About an hour later however, Arbizu 
went to the fence and shot one of the neigh-
bor’s dogs with a .30 caliber rifle, killing it.  
He then fled the area. Officers recovered the 
weapon and while still on the scene, learned 
that Arbizu had surrendered himself at the 
Port Hueneme Police Station.  Arbizu was 
booked at Ventura County jail for Animal 
Cruelty and Negligent Discharge of a Fire-
arm, both felonies.

Ventura Film Society Director Lorenzo DeSte-
fano thanked the many movie fans and volun-
teers that made the fall screening series a huge 
success. Photo by Frank Suha

Ventura Film 
Society wraps 
up successful 
series
by Tim Pompey

 As the last credits rolled in the Ventu-
ra Film Society’s eight-week Fall Screen-
ing Series, a loud round of applause rose 
from the packed auditorium. It was the 
culmination of two months worth of 
weekly double features, ranging from 
off beat documentaries like “Waiting 
for Hockney,” to short films like “Play,” 
to poetic epics like “The Warrior.” Best 
of all, during the series, the makeshift 
theater at the Elks Lodge was filled with 
movie lovers from Ventura, Ojai, Oxnard, 
Santa Barbara, and Los Angeles. 
 Ventura Film Society Director Loren-
zo DeStefano was thrilled with the atten-
dance. “It’s very gratifying, just another 
positive experiment that you could bring 
creative programming to this town and 
have them show up.”
 The Ventura Film Society (www.ven-
turafilmsociety.com), a not-for-profit 
organization sponsored by the Bell Arts 
Factory, is dedicated to bringing a wide 
range of alternative films to Ventura. 
Known for the highly successful film se-
ries they launched in March, the VFS has 
established roots at the Elks Lodge at the 
corner of Ash and Main in the downtown 
area.
 The Society takes care to cultivate 
both international and local ties, with 
films from Italy, India, the U.K., Spain, 
Iceland, and the U.S. The opening night 
film of the March 2009 Festival was a 
feature documentary titled “Thy Will 
Be Done,” about the shooting and reha-
bilitation of Ventura Keys resident Kevin 
Natale. In addition, VFS Board Member 
and Brooks Institute student Michael 
Thanhouser premiered his short docu-
mentary “Gauging (Unplugged).”
 During the fall series, Icelandic film 
maker Palli Grimmson, who lives in 
Ventura and serves on the VFS Board, 
screened one of his documentaries, “Buy 
Nothing Day.” As Palli comments, “It’s 
important to have an outlet that’s not the 
Internet.  It’s just not the same as show-
ing your film to an audience in the audi-
torium. It really makes your film a shared 
experience.” Palli was also instrumental 
in the preview of two award-winning Ice-
landic films during the series, “The Last 

The Movies
Farm” and “Children of Nature.”
 Kathleen Fitzgerald, VFS Board Mem-
ber and Planning Director, describes her 
experience with the Society as a labor of 
love. “It’s about having alternative films 
available for residents of Ventura. But I’m 
also a cinema lover. I come from a long 
line of film lovers.”
 The series wrapped October 29, fea-
turing “Play,” an adaptation of a Samuel 
Beckett drama directed by British film 
maker Anthony Minghella and the Brit-
ish/Indian epic “The Warrior,” directed 
by Asif Kapadia and starring Irfan Khan. 
It was followed by a patio party featur-
ing the music of Hans Ottsen and Ashley 
Broder. Food and beverage were provided 
by the Anacapa Brewing Company and 
Taj Indian Restaurant.
 Now, the VFS looks forward to featur-
ing a variety of special events and collabo-
rations at the next film festival in 2010. 
“We’re being approached by other groups 
to work with them,” says DeStefano. “It’s 
exciting. We’re also in discussions to be 
the cinema provider with WĀV.” As the 
Ventura Film Society’s slogan says, get 
ready to “Discover the World Around 
You.”

Review of The 
Vampire’s 
Assistant
by Tim Pompey

★★

Starring John C. Reilly, Josh Hutcherson, Chris 
Massoglia, Salma Hayek

Currently Playing at Century 16, Century 10

 I haven’t read this particular book se-
ries on vampires. Maybe that’s to my ben-
efit. I certainly wouldn’t want to judge 
the series based on this film. I doubt the 
author would either. Sadly, in this case, 
the writers, Paul Weitz (also the direc-
tor) and Brian Helgeland, missed some-
thing in translation. Not badly, mind 
you, but enough to be noticeable. Too 
bad. This could have been fun. 
 Gifted, spider loving teenager Dar-
ren Shan (Massoglia) has a trouble-
making best friend, Steve (Hutcher-
son), who is fascinated with vampires. 
Steve convinces Darren to go with him 
to the “Cirque du Freak” show playing 
in a sleazy part of town. Why? Steve is 
stoked about the possibility of meeting 
a vampire.
 The star of the show is Larten 
Crepsley (Reilly), a vampire with a beau-
tiful performing spider named Octa. 
Steve sneaks in after the show and asks 
Crepsley to give him the bite. Sadly, he 
gets the boot. “Bad blood,” is Crepsley’s 
conclusion.
 On the other hand, Darren manag-
es to steal Crepsley’s spider. The spider 
escapes and ends up biting Steve. Ouch. 
Steve falls into a coma and Darren 
makes a deal with Crepsley to become 
his half-vampire assistant (is there such 
a thing?). In exchange, Crepsley saves 
Steve’s life.
 From there, the trouble only esca-
lates. Darren escapes the dubious Mr. 
Tiny (Cerveris) and lives with the “freaks” 
in the country. On the other hand, Steve 
recovers and vows revenge on Crepsley. 
In the midst of all this havoc, Mr. Tiny 
wants to start a war between Crepsley’s 
vampire brood and another race called 
the Vampaneze. Huh? Out of breath yet? 
Hey, I’m just warming up.
 I wouldn’t mind the labyrinth plot 

if something in this cauldron was en-
tertaining, scary, or funny. Unfortu-
nately, there’s very little of any of these 
elements. There are a variety of freaka-
zoids in the camp, including the well-
endowed Salma Hayek as Crepsley’s 
bearded girlfriend Madame Truska. 
Mildly amusing. There are also some 
good action sequences and special ef-
fects. But the story itself feels like a pre-
cursor. Maybe this movie is supposed 
to be the pre-plot that leads us to the 
sequel. Whatever. It can all be described 
in one word: flat.
 It’s hard to put my finger on what 
went wrong in this film. The director 
as co-writer? The director as director? 
What can you say when both the screen-
play and acting feel like cardboard? So, 
what does that leave us with? Well, keep 
your eyes on Octa. She’s a great dancer 
who manages to escape a variety of foot 
stomps, window smashings, and broom 
swats. What does that tell you about 
the rest of this film? 
 I hate to rely on campy humor here, 
but the problem with this film is not 
that it sucks, but, as a vampire movie, 
it doesn’t suck enough. More humor. 
More bite. This movie definitely needs 
more of both.

Inside Outsider
Continued from page 7
ties and possessions if they are allowed to 
do so.  Freedom is a rare commodity in 
history and is easily lost.  And once lost, 
it is very difficult to retrieve.

So, do your civic duty as a good 
American and get your facts straight be-
fore listening to the politicians or they 
will indeed exploit your ignorance and 
predispositions to their own advantage.  
And these politicians’ own agendas may 
not be what they appear to be at a glance 
and once the smoke clears and the mir-
rors are seen for what they are it may be 
too late for you and your countrymen.  
Let’s hope that it is not true that only his-
torians learn from history.  Ignorance is 
not bliss.

Inside Outsider
Continued from page 7
ties and possessions if they are allowed 
to do so.  Freedom is a rare commodity 
in history and is easily lost.  And once 
lost, it is very difficult to retrieve.

So, do your civic duty as a good 
American and get your facts straight 
before listening to the politicians or 
they will indeed exploit your igno-
rance and predispositions to their own 
advantage.  And these politicians’ own 
agendas may not be what they appear 
to be at a glance and once the smoke 
clears and the mirrors are seen for 
what they are it may be too late for you 
and your countrymen.  Let’s hope that 
it is not true that only historians learn 
from history.  Ignorance is not bliss.
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The Lighter Breeze

Solutions on page 17

Solutions on page 17

Bizzaro

Vintage Beetle Bailey

Zits

Mother Goose and Grimm

Arctic Circle
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Ventura 
County Fairgrounds 

Swap Meet
Every Wednesday

7am to 2pm
Free Parking and Admission

Antiques • Collectibles 
Farmers’ Market

 Vendor Space Available
For Information call Sue Adams

818.590.5435
10 West Harbor Boulevard

www.snaauctions.com
Planning An Estate Sale?  

Call Sue Adams for a Free Consultation.

Community Events

The spirit of fun and adventure makes it all worth while at the Kinetic Sculpture Race

Kinetic antics
by Mira Reverente

“What could possibly go wrong?” – a sticker on 
one of the sculptures

 Well, some things did go wrong dur-
ing the recent 12th Kinetic Sculpture 
Race at the Ventura Harbor, but it was 
all in the spirit of fun. Whirled Peas, one 
of the teams, had oars too short and re-
fused to budge in the water after being 
launched. “Can anyone lend them lon-
ger oars? If they’re too short, they should 
not be called oars. They should be called 
sticks,” said announcer Don Kahle, much 
to the delight of the crowd.
A comedy of errors
 Eleven human-propelled, homemade 
sculptures traversed water, sand, mud 
and the road last Saturday, October 24.  
Speed was a secondary goal for most. 
Staying intact in the four terrains was the 
priority. 
 Poseidon’s Chariot, the lone entry 
from California State University Chan-
nel Islands (CSUCI) experienced its first 
mishap during the water segment. “As 
you can see, we lost a part of the wheel so 
it failed in the water. We’re just trying to 
finish all four segments now while having 
fun,” said Jerry Clifford, physics lecturer 
and adviser of the CSUCI team.
Kinetic fanatics
 This year’s race saw a lot of veterans. 
Tiahaar McKenzie, whose entry The Sim-
ian Sea Horse, won first place in engineer-
ing, returned for the third year in a row. 
Working mostly on weekends, it took 
McKenzie and his friends eight months 
to finish The Simian Sea Horse. “I use the 
same frame every year but I installed a 
new canopy and changed the décor a bit,” 

said McKenzie, whose seat was about 12 
feet from the ground, in front of an over-
sized, stuffed sea horse.
 It was also hard not to notice the Big 
Friendly Giraffe, which was named over-
all champion. “Piloted” by Peter Wagner, 
who was garbed as a safari guide, the 
Big Friendly Giraffe was an impressive, 
unmistakable rendition of the animal, 
but on wheels. It glided through the wa-
ter and plodded on the mud. Wagner’s 
brother said it was a pony in its former 
life.
 Not quite from Hawaii or its neigh-
boring islands, the All-Terrain Tiki Bar 
also stood out. San Jose native Mike 
Saleski is the brains behind the “bar on 
wheels” and has been entering it in races 
for four years now. The straw umbrella 
and bar stools stayed on most of the time. 
Unfortunately, the tiki bar is one of the 
few that does not serve pina coladas. 
New teams on the block
 The newcomers showed a lot of 
promise starting with the promise of ex-
tra credit for the four physics students 
from CSUCI, just for working on the 
sculpture and participating. Aaron, one 
of the students, ended up co-piloting the 
Henry Ford Goes Surfing after the Po-
seidon’s water mishap. “Our entry looks 
like a hamster wheel now, but we still 
want to finish. We’ll do better next year, 
hopefully,” said Aaron. For “bribing” offi-
cials with the dolphins they had on their 
sculpture, Poseidon’s Chariot took home 
the Best Bribe award.
 Ventura College’s entry, Society of 
Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE) 
won the team spirit award. “Everyone’s 
a winner here. We’re told to judge based 
on art, spirit, costumes and public com

Continued on page 20
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Ojai-Ventura 
International 
Film Fest an-
nounces films

Celebrating its 10th Anniversary, the 
Ojai-Ventura International Film Festival 
is proud to announce its line-up of more 
than 60 films to be screened at the upcom-
ing Festival November 5 through 8. For 
a complete, downloadable schedule of all 
films, screening locations and purchase 
information, visit www.ojai-venturafilm-
festival.com. 

The Festival begins with a bang as orga-
nizers present a special screening of Judith 
Ehrlich and Rick Goldsmith’s documen-
tary, The Most Dangerous Man in Amer-
ica: Daniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon 
Papers, followed by a rare question and 
answer session with Dr. Daniel Ellsberg. 
This opening night screening is free to the 
public and will takes place on Thursday, 
November 5 at 7 p.m. at the Ojai Valley 
Inn & Spa in Ojai, Calif.

The Festival’s 2009 Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award Honorees—actor Peter Graves 
and Oscar-winning cinematographer 
Haskell Wexler have also selected two films 
to show as special screenings: Airplane!  and 
Wexler’s documentary Who Needs Sleep?

The Documentary Short category at 
this year’s Festival features several stand-
out films, two of which tell distinctly local 
stories -- Passion for Music, a documentary 
short about the life of Ventura native Nicole 
Cabell, a famed Soprano who became the 
second American to win the Cardiff Singer 
of the World award and Watershed Revo-
lution, a documentary about the Ventura 
River’s watershed produced and directed by 
Ojai resident Rich Reid.

Learn about 
recycling at the 
Downtown 
Ventura 
Farmers’ Market
 The City of Ventura will join with 
the Ventura Farmers’ Market, located on 
the corner of East Santa Clara & Palm 
Streets, to educate the community about 
recycling on Saturday, November 14 dur-
ing the regular market hours, 8:30 a.m. to 
12 noon 
 Christine Wied, Environmental Ser-
vices Specialist for the City of Ventura, 
will be on hand to provide information on 
recycling and help educate the public on 
what is recyclable and what is not.   Wied 
will have a display set up with interactive 
games for both children and adults, plus 
giveaways.
  “It’s everyone’s responsibility to take 
an active part in recycling to protect our 
environment,” stated Wied.  “Children 
are now learning about recycling at an 
early age and they are open to the idea, 
which helps to get the rest of the family 
motivated,” she continued.  “It’s great to 
work with the farmers who naturally re-

One of a kind 
Christmas show
 Start the season off right Novem-
ber 27, 28 and 29 from 10am – 9pm at 
the Ventura Fairgrounds where there is 
something for everyone to get them in the 
holiday spirit. The event will be packed 
with wonderful shopping for gourmet & 
baked goods, electronics, antiques, jewel-
ry, clothing and toys of all kinds. Events 
include ice skating, a theatre production, 
comedy & poetry night, live bands and a 
runway fashion show.  
 Also enjoy Santa & Mrs. Clause & 

live reindeer, The Manger & Three Kings, 
gospel singers, Christmas carolers, sleigh 
rides, a spectacular light show, tree deco-
ration competition and train rides. Ad-
mission cost is $6 for adults, $3 for kids 
3-12 and kids under 3 are free. Additional 
costs for events and activities may apply. 
Charitable Proceeds go to The Ventura 
Homeless Prevention Fund. For more 
information call 201-8200 or visit www.
oneofakindchristmasshow.com.

3 Day Schedule
Let the Show Begin!

*Schedule may be subject to change.  Check online for more up to date schedule information.

Buy Online Tickets just show ID on day of show

November 27th, 28th  & 29th

presents 

Admission:   
$6.00 Adults/Students
$5.00 Seniors (+65)
$3.00 Children (3-12) 

Bonus: 
Re-Use Admission for all 3 days

Show staff and personnel reserve the right to refuse entry
and service to anyone at anytime

Parking:      $5.00 per Car charged by Ventura County 
                      Fairgrounds Management (not by Show Promoters)

Food / Beverages:   Available by Ventura County Fairgrounds      
                                    Management (not by Show Promoters)

*Please be advised that the show will have video taping and pictures for this event.  By attending, performing,
voluteering or working at the event, you are granting permission to utilize the pictures and video taping to be
published for the Show's Promotions, Demo's, Commercials and Documentary.

Go to www.OneofaKindChristmasShow.com  or  www.helpUSAHomes.com 
Email: info@OneofaKindChristmasShow.com  O. (805) 652-0119 / 201-8200 

Organized by www.helpUSAHomes.com  &  www.MarvinHayesFilms.com 

10 -11 am      Choir                                            
11 -12 pm      Fashion Show
12 - 2 pm       David Kirton - 

Children's Reggae 
  3 - 4 pm       Theatre Play 
                        ‘It was an extremely cold day’ 
  4 - 5 pm       Comedians & Poets                        
  5 - 6 pm       Open Forum
  6 - 7 pm       David Kirton 
  7 - 9 pm       Movie Night - 

Feature Film presented by the 
Ventura Film Festival (TM)                       

10 -11 am      Choir                                            
11 -12 pm      Fashion Show
12 - 2 pm       Tune Bandits 
  3 - 4 pm       Theatre Play 

‘It was an extremely cold day’
  4 - 5 pm       Luau Malibu                     
  5 - 6 pm       Comedians & Poets
  7 - 9 pm       Movie Night - 

Feature Film presented by the 
Ventura - Film Festival (TM)               

         

10 -11 am      Choir                                            
11 -12 pm      Fashion Show
  1 - 2 pm       Theatre Play 

‘It was an extremely cold day’
  2 - 4 pm       Tune Bandits / 

Local band (Jingle Tunes)
  4 - 5 pm       Sade Champagne                        

Friday Nov 27, 2009 Saturday Nov 28, 2009 Sunday Nov 29, 2009 

DAILY from 11 - 6 pm  Santa & Live Reindeer, Camel & 3 Kings / Nativity

Exhibitors / Vendors   
Artisans, Sculptors, Painters, Crafters, Hand 
Blown Painted Glass, Gourmet & Baked Goods,  
New Antiques & Vintage Items, Jewelry, 
Cosmetics, Perfumes, Clothing, Shoes, 
Electronics, Toys, Furniture, Decorations, Fresh 
Christmas Trees, Family Photographs

Christmas Show Production 
•  Live Bands, Musicians,
•  Runway Fashion Show, 
•  Carollers,
•  Light Show,
•  Face Painting,
•  Comedians & Poetry Recitals
•  Production Theatre
•  Open Forum

Family Fun ~ Shop n Play
Christmas Village ~ Come One Come All 
•  Santa & Live Reindeer
•  The Manger &  Live Animals
•  Three Kings & Live Camels
•  Santa's Elves and Helpers
•  Christmas Pirates / Pirateers
•  Christmas Carollers & Choirs
•  Spectacular Light Show
•  Tree Decoration Competition
•  Raffle and Silent Auction
•  Welcome Interfaith Ministries -         
   Church, Mosque, Synagogue, Temple

Sponsors

How To Participate & Help out for a Good Cause:
Website:  www.helpUSAHomes.com or www.oneofakindchristmasshow.com

T: (805) 652-0119 / 201-8200   F: (805) 830-1129  E:  info@oneofakindchristmasshow.com

All Performers, Musicians, Bands, Luau Dancers, Choirs, Comedians, Poets, the Show Characters, Models, 
Actors, Actresses, Composers, Photographers, Film Editors,  Call Center Personnel are donating their time, 
energy and effort for the show in honor of the Homeless and Homeless Prevention Fund Raising for Ventura 
County - What are you doing on your part?    Do your Part - "Donate" for the Homeless and Homeless 
Prevention Funds for Ventura County  (We do not support Pan Handlers)
 
How to Donate:  donate@helpUSAHomes.com  

November 27th, 28th  & 29th

presents 

 The Documentary Feature category 
contains several films exhibiting the Festi-
val theme -- “Enriching the Human Spirit 
Through Film,” such as My Neighbor, 
My Killer and The Power of the Powerless, 
which is narrated by Jeremy Irons.  
In the Narrative Short and Narrative Feature 
categories, several movies come to the Festi-
val having received numerous awards along 
the film festival circuit such as Acholiland, 
which won the award for Best Short Film 
at the Ashland Independent Film Award in 
Oregon, the narrative feature, A Quiet Little 
Marriage, which won the Audience Award at 
the Austin Film Festival and the Grand Jury 
Prize at Slamdance and Giancarlo Esposi-
to’s Gospel Hill, which stars Danny Glover, 
Angela Bassett, Julia Stiles and Esposito and 
recently won the Rosetta Miller Perry Award 
at the Nashville Film Festival.
 The Animation category at this year’s 
festival contains a mix of burgeoning, up-
and-coming and veteran talent including 
several student films. A special treat to Festi-
val attendees this year is a screening of Horn 
Dog, the latest in the Oscar-nominated dog 
series by one of the world’s most celebrated 
animators, Bill Plympton.

cycle using composting to create a useful 
product from organic waste that would 
otherwise be landfilled,” she added.
  According to Wied, the holidays are 
also a great time to recycle as both holi-
day cards and wrapping paper can be re-
cycled, making the holiday a green occa-
sion.  “Most people aren’t aware that these 
types of materials are recyclable and this 
creates a great opportunity for individuals 
to jumpstart their efforts,” she noted.
 The community of Ventura is served 
with two Farmers’ Markets – Wednesdays 
at the Pacific View Mall, front west park-
ing lot from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and on Sat-
urdays in downtown Ventura on the cor-
ners of East Santa Clara and Palm Streets 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon.

Kinetic antics
Continued from page 19
ments, but everyone will go home with 
some sort of prize here,” said Joyce Cant-
rell, one of the judges. Even the judges 
were dressed up in white lab coats and 
striped hats, reminiscent of Dr. Seuss’ 
Cat in the Hat.
Race benefits the Turning Point 
Foundation
 Another winner was the Turning 
Point Foundation, the beneficiary of the 
Kinetic Race. Turning Point is a non-prof-
it agency that assists mentally ill adults 
by providing shelter and rehabilitation 
programs. 
 Ventura City Councilmember Neal 
Andrews, who also sits in the board of 
Turning Point, was in the audience. “Many 
of our mentally ill adults are estranged 
from their families, impoverished and 
homeless. I am so pleased with the turn-
out. Events such as this one helps draw at-
tention to our foundation and hopefully 
makes people more aware of the plight of 
the mentally ill,” said Andrews.


