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FREEHAPPY TURKEY DAY!

Ventura – a 
charter city that 
is more accessible,
transparent and 
accountable to 
the citizens it 
serves 
by the City of Ventura

 The City of Ventura has a long 
history of civic engagement.  Our City 
Council listens carefully as citizens voice 
their concerns and suggestions at public 
meetings, by email or in person.  On 
example is the City Council decision to 
form a Charter Review Committee after 
hearing from residents that our City 
Charter needed updates.
 In 2014, an 11-member citizens 
committee immediately began its work 
researching areas of the City Charter 
that may require amending, clarification 
or modification, including consider-
ations for a directly elected Mayor, term 
limits, district elections and removing 
the Ventura Unified School District’s 
process to elect its Board of Education 
from our City Charter.  In April 2016 
the City Council voted to place two 
Charter Amendments, recommended 
by the CRC, on the ballot and Ventura 
residents voted to approve the Measures 
during the Election this month.
 Measure N changes the selection of 
the Mayor and Deputy Mayor from odd 
numbered years to even numbered years 
to coincide with the City Council election; 
replaces Section 506 of the City Charter 
electing Councilmembers at-large with a 
process to be established by ordinance in 
the City’s Municipal Code; and removes 
the Board of Education election from 
the City Charter.

Continued on page 23

Matt LaVere is Ventura’s newest City Council-
member.

Venturan’s 
approve all local 
ballot measures, 
including tax 
increase
 Almost 60% of the city’s 65,265 
registered voters took part in the Nov. 
8 election. In our last council race, in 
2013, roughly 26% of registered voters 
cast a ballot.
 The increased voter turnout was due 
to the fact that this was the first time 
residents could vote for City Council in 
an even year and it also coincided with 
a presidential election. In 2014, the 
council asked voters to decide whether 
they wanted to switch from voting in 
odd years to voting in even-year elections 
and Venturan’s said yes.
 The council race featured 10 candi-
dates for three seats, which included in-
cumbents Weir and Heitmann. Council 
member Carl Morehouse did not seek 
re-election.
City Council Winners:
Matt LaVere - 16,607 votes
Christy Weir -12,816
Cheryl Heitmann -11,469
School Board Winners:
Sabrina Rodriquez - 14,121
Jackie Moran or Don Wood
 Sabrena Rodriguez won a Ventura 
school board seat, but who will fill the 
second open seat still remains a question. 
The votes counted for Jackie Moran and 
Don Wood change every time they are 
re-counted. The latest tally shows Moran 
leading by 12 votes (12,357 to 12,342).
Seven candidates ran for the two open 
seats for the school board.

Continued on page 23

 Most of us take food for granted. 
We shop in grocery stores bursting with 
choices. Food delivered to our doorstep 
is a click away. Roadside and farmer’s 
markets offer fresh and organic options. 

 On November 15 Land Rover Jaguar 
Ventura hosted a law enforcement appre-
ciation reception honoring K9 Jag, the 
Ventura Police K9 Unit and law enforce-
ment county-wide. 
 In March of 2016 Officer Hrynyk 
was selected as the Ventura Police De-

Chris Massa brings nobility to farming at Balboa Middle School.

Farm Day Heroes
by Sheli Ellsworth

Food can be purchased anytime on any 
day. Scholar Thomas Malthus erred in 
his 1779 prediction; the human popu-
lation has not out-paced agricultural

Continued on page 23

Left: Bella Donnelly making friends with police dog “Yankee” and officer Metz.   Center: Officer 
Hrynyk and dog partner “Jag.”  Right: Officer Therrien and dog “Yoschi.”  Photos by Bernie 
Goldstein.

Land Rover Jaguar Ventura hosts 
a law enforcement appreciation 
reception

partment’s next K9 handler. He was 
paired with K9 Jag. The Ventura Police 
Department has four K9 Teams assigned 
to Patrol. The K9 Teams are available for 
deployment seven days a week, providing 
protection to our community twenty-
four hours a day.

In California, there are two kinds of cities: 
charter and general law.
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Business

 Ventura Harbor’s newest addition is 
called “The Ultimate Escape Rooms at 
Ventura Harbor Village.”
 What is an escape room you 
ask?  The fun comes in the form of 
teamwork. The challenge is to use what 
is in the room in order to solve puzzles. 
The answers to the puzzles lead you to 
the code your team needs to unlock 
the door, allowing you to “escape.” The 
rooms are not scary, and are family 
friendly. Don’t worry, there is an 
unlocked emergency exit available at 
all times.
 Take an hour and see if you are 
up for the challenge. Each group is 

What lies beyond these walls?

Can you escape?
allowed 60 minutes to play and there 
are up to 8 people in a room. You may 
book all 8 spots for your group or only 
a few spots and share the experience 
with others you have not yet met.
 The Ultimate Escape Rooms does 
offer private parties, and team building 
corporate events. Please e-mail your 
inquiry to info@theultimateescap-
erooms.com or call 256-6600 for more 
information.
 The Ultimate Escape Rooms will be 
open for play as of December 1 ,2016. 
Visit the web site to get more informa-
tion and book a time to play.
www.theultimateescaperooms.com

City News
Ventura Police 
Department 
receives grant 
for special 
traffic 
enforcement 
 The Ventura Police Department has 
been awarded a $135,000 grant from the 
California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) 
for a year-long program of special enforce-
ment and public awareness efforts to 
prevent traffic related deaths and injuries.  
The Ventura Police Department will use 
the funding as part of the city’s ongoing 
commitment to keep our roadways safe and 
improve the quality of life through both 
enforcement and education.
 “This grant award from the California 
Office of Traffic Safety provides valuable 
resources for our city to help keep our 
roadways and neighborhoods safe,” said 
Police Chief Ken Corney.
 After falling to a ten year low in 2010, 
the number of persons killed has climbed 
nearly 17% across the state with 3,176 
killed in 2015 according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  
Particularly alarming is the six year rise 
in pedestrian and bicycle fatalities, along 
with the growing dangers of distracting 
technologies, and the emergence of drug-
impaired driving as a major problem. This 
grant funding will provide opportunities 

to combat these and other devastating 
problems such as drunk driving, speeding 
and crashes at intersections.
 “Years of research tell us that enforce-
ment and education work best jointly to 
combat unsafe driving,” said OTS Director 
Rhonda Craft.  “This grant brings both 
tactics together, with the Office of Traffic 
Safety and the Ventura Police Department 
working in concert to help keep the streets 
and highways safe across Ventura and the 
state.”
 Activities that the grant will fund 
include:
Educational presentations
DUI checkpoints
DUI saturation patrols
Bicycle and pedestrian safety enforcement
Motorcycle safety enforcement
Distracted driving enforcement
Seat belt and child safety seat enforcement
Speed, red light, and stop sign enforcement
Warrant service operations targeting 
multiple DUI offenders
Compilation of DUI “Hot Sheets,” identify-
ing worst-of-the-worst DUI offenders
Specialized DUI and drugged driving 
training such as Standardized Field 
Sobriety Testing (SFST), Advanced Roadside 
Impaired Driving Enforcement (ARIDE), 
and Drug Recognition Evaluator (DRE)
Court “sting” operations to cite individuals 
driving from DUI court after ignoring their 
license suspension or revocation
Stakeout operations to observe the “worst-of-
the-worst” repeat DUI offender probationers 
with suspended or revoked driver licenses
 Funding for this program is from the 
California Office of Traffic Safety through 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration.

Why did the 
internet go 
down in 
October?
by Ken May

 Last month, a malicious person or 
group took down numerous popular 
websites in a massive distributed 
denial-of-service (DDoS) attack 
against the domain name service 
provider Dyn. DDoS attacks are 
neither new nor very sophisticated. 
To do this, the attacker sends a 
massive amount of traffic, causing 
the victim’s system to slow to a crawl 
and eventually crash. There are 
some variants on this method, but 
basically, it’s a datapipe-size battle 
between attacker and victim. If the 
defender has a larger capacity to 
receive and process data, he or she 
will win. If the attacker can throw 
more data than the victim can 
process, he or she will win.
 The attacker can build a giant 
data cannon, but that is prohibi-
tively expensive. It is much smarter 
to recruit millions of innocent 
computers on the internet. This is 
the “distributed” part of the DDoS 
attack, and pretty much how it’s 
worked for decades. Cybercriminals 
infect innocent computers around 
the internet and recruit them into a 
botnet. They then target that botnet 
against a single victim.
 You can imagine how it might 
work in the real world. If I can trick 
tens of thousands of others to order 

pizzas to be delivered to your house 
at the same time, I can clog up your 
street and prevent any legitimate 
traffic from getting through. If I 
can trick many millions, I might be 
able to crush your house from the 
weight. That’s a DDoS attack — it’s 
simple brute force.
 The Dyn attacks were probably 
not originated by a government. The 
perpetrators were most likely hackers 
mad at Dyn for helping Security Re-
searcher Brian Krebs identify — and 
the FBI arrest — two Israeli hackers 
who were running a DDoS-for-hire 
ring. Recently, there has been some 
evidence about probing DDoS 
attacks against internet infrastruc-
ture companies that appear to be 
perpetrated by nation-states. But, 
honestly, we don’t know for sure.
 The botnets attacking Dyn and 
Brian Krebs consisted largely of 
unsecure Internet of Things (IoT) 
devices — webcams, digital video 
recorders, routers and so on. This 
isn’t new, either. We’ve already seen 
internet-enabled refrigerators and 
TVs used in DDoS botnets. But again, 
the scale is bigger now. In 2014, the 
news was hundreds of thousands of 
IoT devices — the Dyn attack used 
millions. Analysts expect the IoT to 
increase the number of things on the 
internet by a factor of 10 or more. 
Expect these attacks to similarly 
increase. That leaves the victims to 
pay. This is where we are in much 
of computer security. Because the 
hardware, software and networks we 
use are so unsecure, we have to pay 
an entire industry to provide after-
the-fact security. 
Reference: SecurityIntelligence, 
accessed 11/01/2016
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Established in 1972

1751 E. Main St. 
In Midtown Ventura
www.palermos.biz

Dinner hours: 5pm - 9pm 
Mon - Thurs & Sunday
5pm - 10pm Fri & Sat

641.2300

Wine & local draft beer 

Gluten-free & vegan options available 

Homemade sauces, dressings and soups

Gift certifi cates 

We do CATERING!

AND SO MUCH MORE!

Come in for 
Great Lunch 

Specials!
11:30am - 2:00pm  Mon - Sat

     Ukulele Open Jam!

ANACAPA 
 UKULELE

  KANIKAPILA

April 28
May 26
June 30
July 28

UKULELE KANIKAPILA JAM

Anacapa Ukulele
1899 E. Main St.} SUNDAYS

3:OO-5:00 pm}
(805) 500-6848

Ventura CA 93001

info@anacapaukulele.com

                         Musician Swap Meet!
              Performer Showcase!

1899 E. Main St., Ventura, CA 93001
Holiday Hours:

Tues - Fri 11am - 6pm       Saturday 10am - 6pm

(805) 500-6848    
anacapaukulele@gmail.com    www.anacapaukulele.com  

Ventura’s only full service 
Ukulele-specifi c music store! 

Shop Local & Play Your 
Instrument Before You Buy!

10% Off 

Purchase 

With This Ad!

(Discounts not available on 

holiday specials, books or 

consignment items. 

Valid through 

December 31, 2016)

Presents  

Oxnard Performing Arts Center
Artistic Director:  Kirsten Oakley 

with the Footworks Community Orchestra and Singers from the Carpe Diem Chorus 
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Nutcracker
The   

Saturday, December 10th, 2016 - 2pm  
Sunday, December 11th, 2016 - 2pm 

Tickets: $19, $24, $29  
Ticket Hotline: 805-486-2424

Online Ticket Orders • www.footworksyouthballet.org
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City News

 Mayor Erik Nasarenko hosted 
the seven recipients of the twelfth 
annual Mayor’s Arts Awards at a 
reception on November 3 at the 
Museum of Ventura County. The 
event drew a standing room only 
crowd of over 200 and featured food, 
wine and music.
 The recipients were:
• Mark & Janet Goldenson – Arts 
Patrons
• Dr. KuanFen Liu – Artist in the 
Community
• Geraldine (Dina) Pielaet – 
Creative Entrepreneur
• Jodi Farrell – Arts Educator
• Jim Rice – Arts Leader
• Kaylie Pendleton – Student 
Artist
 “I am delighted to host the Mayor’s 
Arts Awards which have honored 
arts leaders, patrons, educators and 

Erik Nasarenko, Geraldine (Dina) Pielaet, Kaylie Pendleton, Dr. KuanFen Liu, Mark & Janet 
Goldenson, Jim Rice and Jodi Farrell at the 2016 Mayor’s Arts Awards.  Photo by Noel Ulriksen.

Mayor hosted Mayor’s Arts 
Awards reception at the 
Museum

emerging and community artists 
dedicated to nurturing our city’s 
lively arts community and cultural 
life since 2005.
 “On behalf of the City of Ventura 
and the City Council, I thank you for 
joining me tonight as we recognize the 
impressive accomplishments of seven 
outstanding honorees singled out for 
this twelfth annual celebration.”
 “These annual awards are an 
important tradition for everyone 
who loves the arts and Ventura,” 
said the Mayor. “They cultivate a 
greater visibility and understanding 
of the value of the arts to the public 
at large and are one small way to say 
‘well done’ and ‘thank you’ to all par-
ticipants in our creative community 
– for their contributions, their dedi-
cation and their passion to serve our 
city through the arts.” 

Company 
coordinator 
meeting for 
Corporate 
Games
 Learn more about the Corporate 
Games by attending an informational 
meeting scheduled on December 8, 
at 6:30 pm at Ventura City Hall, 501 
Poli St., in the Community Meeting 
Room. Meetings will give tips on how 
to make your participation in the 
Corporate Games successful. Staff 
will also address the Point System, 
Selection of Events and tips on how 
to improve your performance in the 
Corporate Games. Go to http://www.
cityofventura.net/corporategames for 
more information.

3D printing 
and 
hanging 
tapestries
 City of Ventura Barranca Vista 
Imagination Center classes check out 
hundreds more on web-site.
 Call  658-4726 or 654-7552 to 
register, or if you already have an 
ACTIVENET account online, visit 
www.cityofventura.net.
3D Printing Level 1  
8-16 years
11/23-1/18  W  3:30-5pm 
$149+$25 supply fee #7146
 New age artists and designers 
will scan, model, morph and 3D 
print their projects using fun and 
easy Google Sketch-up and Autodesk 
Tinkercad. No class 12/28. Barranca 
Vista Center, 7050 Ralston Street.
Cathedral of Our Lady of the 
Angels and Olvera Street  
Teen-adult
11/30  W  8:30 am-5 pm 
$35  #7333
 View the largest collection of 
hanging tapestries in a Catholic 
place of worship in the United States 
created by Ojai artist John Nava 

with lunch and a visit to historic 
Olvera Street (downtown LA) guided 
by Maryanne Irving. Park your car 
and meet your guide and bus in 
the parking lot behind City Hall, 
501/505 Poli St.
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The Ventura Breeze is your free local community
newspaper published every other Wednesday 

and circulated throughout Ventura and to many 
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Opinion/Editorial

Mailbox

Sheldon (Governor) Brown
Publisher-Editor

Let us not look back in anger or forward in fear, 
but around in awareness.
    – James Thurber

We encourage you to send your opinions 
to opinions@venturabreeze.com. Please 

limit them to about 300 words

Breeze:
 I compiled this list for myself but 
thought that your readers might also 
want it for reference.
Ventura Police Department public safety 
information ,alerts, etc.
Venturapd.org
facebook.com/venturapd
nextdoor.com
vcalert.org (an emergency notification 
system- register at www.vcalert.org or 
805-648-9283)
911 emergency
24 hour non-emergency 805-650-8010
general information 805-339-4400

Dear Ventura Breeze,
 We would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank you on behalf of all 
the volunteers of the Ventura County 
Sheriff’s Department Upper Ojai Search 
and Rescue team for your generosity on 

Ventura Breeze:
 I’m very unhappy with the passing of 
some of the measures.
 We shouldn’t have term limits. If 
people from Ventura are unhappy with 
a certain city council member they don’t 
need to vote for them. I think a lot of 
this had to do with Jim Monahan having 
been in the council for over 30-years.
 I also don’t think that we should 
need to pay additional sales tax. I don’t 
think that the city does a good job 
spending our money now so why should 
they get more?
Thanks
Sarah Blum
Ventura

abandoned vehicles 805-339-4432
general helpful numbers
city hall 805-654-7800
code enforcement 805-658-4711
graffiti hotline 805-654-7805
pothole hotline 805-652-4590
street light out SCE  800-655-4555
Laurence Boldt
Laurence:
 Thanks, good stuff. If any reader wants 
this sent to them directly let us know at editor@
venturabreeze.com. Also the email address of 
any city employee is very simple. Their first 
initial, last name at cityofventura.net. For 
example if you want to reach City Manager 
Mark Watkins mwatkins@cityofventura.net.

the occasion of our annual fundraiser 
on October 2, 2016.
 The Sheriff’s Department provides 
our vehicles and a number of basic items 
for the volunteers, but our organization 
has relied on the fundraisers to allow us 
to purchase specialized equipment and 
certain items that the county is unable 
to provide.
 In these times of budget cutting by 
government departments, we are forced 
to be more self-reliant and therefore we 
would like to say once again, “Thank you 
for your generous support.”
 Most Sincerely,
Captain Bill Slaughter  
Lieutenant Kevin Hatigan   

n	 Congratulations 
to Christy Weir and 
Cheryl Heitmann 
for being elected to 
another term on the 
City Council and to 
Matt LaVere (who 
received the most 

votes) for being elected to the Council for 
the first time. They are all good choices, 
and should serve us well.
 And, kudos also go to School Board 
winner’s Sabrina Rodriquez and 
either Jackie Moran or Don Wood (you 
fill it in) for the second seat. The latest 
count shows only 12 votes separating 
them. Perhaps they could each serve 
half of the term.
 Speaking of local elections, I was a 
little surprised that the tax increase 
passed and hope that the citizen’s 
oversight committee which will be 
formed to recommend uses for the 
money will do what is best for Ventura. 
We should all act as an oversight 
committee for the oversight committee 
and keep our eyes on their decisions.
 I was surprised at the large quantity 
of yes votes for term limits, which I 
highly endorsed.
 The loser of the Presidential election 
received more votes (nearly 1.5 million) 
than the winner of the election. In 1787, 
the  Founding Fathers created what 
is now called the Electoral College 
(even the name is stupid) to appease the 
Southern slave states so that they would 
sign the new Constitution. 
 The United States Electoral College 
is the body that elects the President 
and Vice President of the United States. 
Citizens of the United States do not 
directly elect them - instead they choose 
“electors”, who usually pledge to vote for 
particular candidates (even though they 
do not need to). 
 It is almost impossible to change it. 
So, finally after all these years the South 
has won the civil war.
n	 Several restaurants have new 
owners (not the actual buildings); the 
Watermark will become the Limon y 
Sal when it re-opens and the Shanghai 
Beer Garden is now the Rumfish y Vino 
(confusing ain’t it). The Rhumb Line has 
not changed its name yet, but I’m sure it 
will have a new name shortly.
 I wish all of the new owners the 
very best, it is a tough, time-intensive 
business. Be sure to check out all of them 
- let’s support our local businesses.
n	 Some folks have been surprised 

when they’ve gone grocery shopping and 
were charged 10-15 cents if they used 
the market’s plastic bags. Grocers in 
Ventura County and throughout Cali-
fornia have started charging shoppers 
for reusable bags as part of the recently 
passed Proposition 67. 
 The measure bans single-use plastic 
bags in California’s grocery stores. Many 
of the plastic bags have handles and are 
reusable. 
n	 New research finds that teens who 
regularly “vape” e-cigarettes are more 
likely to become frequent and heavy 
cigarette smokers. I have always assumed 
this was going to be the outcome, and it 
turns out that I am correct.
 A survey of students at 10 Los Angeles 
County public schools found that teens 
who vape frequently are more than twice 
as likely to start smoking. The study was 
published Nov. 8 in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association.
n	 Steve’s Hardware (located at 1199 E. 
Thompson) sells PVC pipe by the foot. 
Also, they are very knowledgeable and 
will help you with all of your plumbing 
needs. Tell them that I sent you in, and 
they will give me a hug.
n	 The Vatican has issued new rules 
to determine whether healings qualify 
as miracles for sainthood. A panel of 
medical experts scrutinize potential 
miracles.  A potential miracle can no 
longer be considered if it fails to pass 
before the board of medical experts 
three times. So if you think that you 
have a miracle, you will need to bring a 
note from your doctor.
n	 From the LA Times, in part, “…
months after outrage over the 6 month 
sentence for sexual assault given to 
former Stanford swimmer Brock 
Turner.” Why is it relevant that he was 
a Stanford swimmer? Would they write 
“former Stanford cello player” or former 
Stanford chess player”? What is the im-
portance of him being an athlete?
n	 Word of the day (or this year 
actually): Gentrification - The buying 
and renovation of houses and stores in 
deteriorated urban neighborhoods by 
upper-or middle-income families or 
individuals, thus improving property 
values but often displacing low-income 
families and small businesses.
n	 It is that time of the year when 
communities need to find shelter for 
the homeless. If you think that being 
homeless is a “life choice” by some, try 
sleeping outside during the cold winter 
and when it’s raining.

 The Ventura National Guard Armory 
that has been used in previous years 
is not available. The Oxnard National 
Guard Armory that alternates with 
Ventura is available. 
 Family Promise is a national 
movement in which churches rotate 
providing overnight lodging. On Nov. 3 
they announced that two churches are 
now committed to the program — North 
Oxnard United Methodist Church and 
Temple Beth Torah in Ventura  and that 
several more have expressed interest. 
 Family Promise represents a 
national movement that believes family 
homelessness can be addressed in our 
own communities. Churches trade-off 
providing overnight lodging, with host 
sites rotating weekly. The housing is 
temporary. Nationwide, families stay in 
the program an average of 63 days.
n	 Now that the state marijuana 
initiative Proposition 64 has passed it 
will be up to each city as to how they 
want to deal with the legalization of 
the use of marijuana. In the past the 
Ventura City Council has made it clear 
that they do not want medical dispen-
saries in Ventura.
 The state measure allows people who 
are 21 and older to grow up to six plants 
indoors and use marijuana recreation-
ally but will give local municipalities 
control of outdoor growing, sales, dis-
tribution and other aspects of the use of 
marijuana.
 Police Chief Ken Corney, President 
of the California Police Chiefs Associa-
tion has stated that in Colorado, which 
has allowed recreational use since 2012 
marijuana-related emergency room 
visits and Poison Control Center calls 
have increased since marijuana use 
became legal.
 Drug-related school suspensions and 
expulsions have also climbed, Corney 
stated.
 Cannabis-related products that target 
youths will no longer be available because 
the state law is banning products shaped 
like animals and fruit and other products 
that appeal specifically to the young.
 The City Council will be dealing 
with their concerns  and those of the 
police department at future city council 
meetings. Including the delivery of 
medical marijuana to Ventura.
 Ventura City Attorney Diaz will be 
giving the Council the “legal” directions 
that they can take. We certainly don’t 
want more law suits to be filed against 
Ventura.
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Community Events

Footworks Youth Ballet was created with the 
goal of providing a place for young people to 
thrive and grow through the joy of dance.

Ballet to feature 
live music 
performed by 
the Footworks 
Community 
Orchestra
 Celebrate the holiday season with 
Footworks Youth Ballet’s variation 
of The Nutcracker, featuring live music 
performed by the Footworks Community 
Orchestra and singers from the Carpe 
Diem Chorus.
 In this version of the holiday classic, 
the wave of a wand transforms a holiday 

party into the world of magic to include 
a Nutcracker Doll, a Sugar Plum Fairy 
Doll, and dancing Columbine, Pierrot 
and Harlequin Dolls—as well as dancing 
Bon Bons, Candy Canes, and an appear-
ance by Mother Ginger and her Petite 
Pollichinelles. This year’s production 
also features a King and Queen who 
reign over the Land of the Sweets.
 Founded by Kirsten Oakley, Footworks 
Youth Ballet was created with the goal of 
providing a place for young people to thrive 
and grow through the joy of dance as they 
learn the art and discipline of classical 
ballet. Productions are unusual in that 
they allow senior dancers the experience of 
partnering with professional guest artists, 
a rare opportunity for young dancers. 
Guest artists for this season include Chris-
topher Bonomo as Herr Drosselmeyer, 
Adrian Hoffman as the Nutcracker Prince 
Doll, Kenny Borchard as King of the Land 
of the Sweets and Hai Cohen in the famous 
Arabian divertissement. Dancers from 
the youth company are also cast for the 
principal roles, including the Sugar Plum 
Fairy, the Snow Queen and the Queen of 
the Land of the Sweets.
 For each ballet production, 
Footworks Youth Ballet hosts a sold-out 
performance for over 3,000 school-aged 
children to see the ballet. Most of the 
tickets for the children are provided at 
the reduced fee of $5.00 each, and many 
of the students qualify for free tickets.  
 The Nutcracker, presented by 
Footworks Youth Ballet
 Sat. Dec 10, 2.00 pm
 Sun. Dec 11, 2.00 pm
 Oxnard Performing Arts Center
 Tickets $19, $24, $29
 Call 486.2424 to buy tickets, or order 
online at footworksyouthballet.org  
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Community Events

Peter Van Norden (far right) stars as 
Ebenezer Scrooge, with the company, in the 
Rubicon Theatre Company production of A 
Christmas Carol.  Photo by Jeanne Tanner.

Charles 
Dickens’ A 
Christmas 
Carol back 
by popular 
demand
 Last season’s critically acclaimed, 
world premiere hit Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol returns to Rubicon 
Theatre Company with Broadway 
veterans Peter Van Norden (RTC’s Co-
penhagen) and Emmy Award-winner 
Joe Spano (“NCIS,” RTC’s Bucky and 
Sylvia) as they reprise their roles in this 
innovative, but faithful retelling of the 
holiday classic. 
 Adapted by Producing Artistic 
Director Karyl Lynn Burns and directed 
by Brian McDonald, the 25-member cast 

Some of the 
E.P. Foster 
December 
events
Altered Book/Collage Workshop. 
Repurpose an old book into a new piece 
of art.  Bring an old book and your imag-
ination. Local artist Ron Smith will be 
leading this workshop. Some materials 
will be supplied but feel free to bring 

Continued on page 9

features many of the same actors from 
the original production that earned a 
“Critic’s Choice” in the Los Angeles Times 
and rave reviews from Ventura County 
Star, CASA Magazine, VIDA Magazine 
and the Ventura Breeze. Presented as a 
play with music, this dynamic and com-
pelling stage version of the novel incor-
porates highly theatrical elements with 
characters playing inanimate objects 
and animals on a multi-level set much 
in the style of the Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s landmark production of The 
Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby. 
Back by popular demand it opens on 
Saturday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m. and 
runs until Dec.24.
Rubicon Theatre Company
Ventura’s Downtown Cultural District
1006 E. Main St. 
Ticket Range: $40 - $65 ($150 for 
opening night including post-show 
party at Rhumb Line Restaurant)
Box Office (for single and group tickets) 
667.2900 
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City of Ventura 
Photo Contest 
winners 
announced
 A reception and exhibit for the City 
of Ventura Photo Contest will be held on 
Dec. 5 at 5:30pm at a special reception at 
City Hall, 501 Poli St.
 The City of Ventura invites the public 
and all participants in the 11th annual 
photography contest to attend. The 
Mayor will award certificates to contest 
winners in the Council Chambers at 6pm.
 The winning photos will be on 
display in The Bridge Gallery near 
City Hall’s second floor rear entrance 
through January, 2017.
 Fifty-five photographers entered 214 

Winner John Ferritto-Breeze contributing photographer

Winner Tammy Sims

images – on view at www.cityofventura.
net/photocontest  – and 297 members of 
the public cast votes online to select the 
“People’s Choice” awards. A second set of 
“Judges’ Choice” winners came from a 
Community Partnerships team of visual 
artist professionals.
 “The photo contest becomes more 
popular every year as a great way for 
residents to express civic pride in our 
city’s stunning natural landscapes, 
unique architecture and diverse people, 
culture and community life,” said 
Community Partnerships Manager 
Denise Sindelar. “I invite photographers 
to enter the 2017 photo contest online 
between January 1 and October 2, 2017.”
 The JC (Judges’ Choice) and PC 
(People’s Choice) winners in 5 categories 
for the 2016 contest are:
Category 1 Environment
JC Lysa Urban (tie)
JC Jacqueline Counter (tie)

PC Deirdra Finning
Category 2 Architecture
JC Christopher Meugniot
PC Chuck Gebert
Category 3 Portraits
JC John Ferritto

PC Tom Robinson
Category 4 Community Life
JC Ron Brubaker
PC Chuck Gebert
Category 5 Altered Images
JC & PC Tammy Sims
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Unlimited Chiropractic
For as little as $69 a month

No appointments!
No hidden fees!

No kidding!

3639 E. Harbor Blvd., #122, Ventura, CA 93001

 Located inside Salon Panache

Mon., Tues. & Thurs.
10am -1:30 & 2:30 - 6:30pm

Tracy McIntosh, D.C.
805.295.8747

JAMES FRANCIS GRAY
AUTHOR OF 

KALI IS YOUR CODE NAME & GUMSHOE 
Visit our website for info. jamesfgray.com 

for video trailers, locations, booksignings!
 

A N  A N T H O LO G Y  B Y

TATIANA’S COFFEE & TEA CAFE 2470 E. Main St., Ventura (805) 901-7620
THE DECEMBER STORE & MORE 1559 Spinnaker Dr., #103 (805) 766-5920
GEMS & GLITTER BOUTIQUE 2690 Loma Vista, Ventura (805) 648-6364
JAMES F. GRAY PRINTING 2261 Palma Dr. #2, Ventura (805) 650-2786

 READ CHAPTER ONE FOR FREE ON AMAZON.COM

FIND AT THESE LOCAL LOCATIONS

Tales 
Told...
IN SEARCH OF THE BABES
Author’s Note: I said to my 
wife while penning this 
ditty, “I have to put myself 
into the mindset of a boy, 
15.” And she said, 
“You are a boy, 15.”

Community Events

 

 

Ventura Executive Suites 
Ventura Executive Suites is ready to work with you to 

create your ideal office experience. Located in beautiful 
Downtown Ventura, we offer a wide range of services 
which can be selected to meet your individual needs. 

Walk-ins welcome! 
 

701 East Santa Clara Street 
Ventura, CA 93001 

805.653.2381 
Email: info@venturaexecutivesuites.com 

Website: www.venturaexecutivesuites.com 

CURRENT PROMOTION: Two FREE weeks of rent! 
Plus, FREE phone & internet  (on a 1 year lease) 

Virtual Offices also available! Contact us for 
more information.  

Events at the 
Traveler Cafe 
1070 E. Front St.  667-8229
TravelerCafeVentura.com
Fri. Nov. 25: Post-Turkey Friday Specials 
& Happy Hour Live Jazz Chill-Out with 
Martin & Macias 4-7pm
Sat. Nov. 26: R & R Saturday Specials & 
Christmas Gift Card Specials!
Bernie Larsen plays Happy Hour 5-7 pm
Sun. Nov. 27: Sunday Mimosa Brunch 
Special, Live Music 9:30 am - 1pm
Thurs. Dec. 1: Happy Hour Live Jazz 
Chill-Out with Martin & Macias 4-7pm
Fri. Dec. 2: Bernie Larsen plays Happy 
Hour 5-7 pm
Sat. Dec. 3: Saturday Pint-Nite Happy 

Ventura events 

by Ana Baker

 Ventura Poinsettia Dance Club 
meets every Monday from 7:30 p.m. to 
9:45 p.m. at the Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 
Foothill. Ballroom, swing, Latin, mixers and 
line dancing. Members $10, non-members 
$12, first time dancers are free. Call Rick at 
415-8842 for more information.
 There will be a regular Ventura Dis-
cussion Group meeting at Main Street 
Restaurant 3159 Main St., Wednesday 
from 4 p.m.to 5:45 p.m. Several people 
usually stay for a drink and a bite to eat 
afterward. Bring an interesting topic to 
discuss if you can.
Nov. 25: Like to play acoustic music? 4th 
Friday of each month from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m. Songmakers.org welcomes all lovers of 
acoustic music, instrumentalists, singers, and 
singer/songwriters of all levels to join in a free 
song circle at the Bell Arts Factory Community 
Room, 432 N. Ventura Ave. Listeners welcome. 
Info: Mike Wittlin, 750-8281
Nov. 25, 26, 27 Dec. 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11:  
Come celebrate the spirit of holidays 
past at the historic Dudley House. The 
23rd year of this annual fundraiser for the 
museum features quality crafts, home décor, 
antiques and a tearoom with refreshments, 
silent auction and bargain items. 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. with a flea market added on Sundays. 
On Saturday, December 3rd, “Mrs. Claus” will 
visit the tea room at 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
to share the history of our favorite Christmas 
traditions and her life with the famous Mr. 
Claus. Dudley House is on the corner of Loma 
Vista and Ashwood, admission is free. Call 
642-3345 for information.
Dec. 1: Interactive Workshop on Grief 
and Loss, Thursday, 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
A time of strategizing on ways to enjoy the 
holidays while journeying through grief 
and loss, regardless of the cause or length 
of time.  Led by Turning Point Counseling 
Therapist Barbara Suggs, M.A., MFT Intern 
#82444, at The River Community Church 
in the Fellowship Hall, 859 E. Santa Clara 
Street. Register by calling 766-4150 or 
e-mailing barbaras@turningpoint.org to 
reserve your seat. The workshop is free, light 
refreshments will be served.
Dec. 3: On Saturday, at 4pm the First 
United Methodist Church of Ventura will 
have an early Christmas concert (free to 
all), “The Light of Christmas.” It will be 
followed by a soup supper in the fellowship 
hall. 1338 East Santa Clara Ave. Come get in 
the Christmas spirit with classic Christmas 
anthems, some spirituals, and Handel’s “Hal-
lelujah Chorus”.
Dec. 3& 4: The Assisteens Auxi liary of the 
Assistance League®of Ventura County 
will hold a Barnes & Noble Bookfair 
Saturday and Sunday, from 12:00 pm 
to 4:00 pm each day. At Barnes & Noble 
at 4820 Telephone Rd. Mention Assistance 
League at the register and 10% or more of the 
net sales will be contributed to benefit Teens 
Helping Teens, a philanthropic project of the 
Assisteens which benefits the homeless and 
foster teens of Ventura County.
Dec. 4: Temple Beth Torah is hosting a 
Hanukkah Boutique on Sunday. Jewish 
items for Hanukkah and secular gifts for 
anyone wishing to celebrate the holidays, 
birthdays, anniversaries and more. 
Vendors showing wood work items, 
jewelry, one of a kind gifts, Glassware, 
paintings, clothing, craft like items, 
cookie gift jars and more. Latkes for lunch 
provided by the Men’s group. Free and is open 
to the community from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 7620 

E.P. Foster December events
Continued from page 7
special items for your altered book. 12/7 
Wednesday @ 6pm
Spocabulary. This poetry performance 
and writing workshop with an open mic 
is geared towards high school and college 
students but all are welcome. Specific 
emphasis is on SLAM Poetry. Presented 
by Phil Taggart and Aaron Gardner. 
12/14 & 28 Wednesdays @ 6:30pm
Spanish Conversation Group in the 
Rentfrow Room. Are you learning 
Spanish but need some practice 
speaking? Join this informal group to 
chat and practice your Español! 12/3, 10, 
17, 24, & 31 Saturdays @ 10:30am .
Join in the library for some stress 
relieving coloring. Coloring sheets and 
pencils provided. Available from 12pm 
to 2pm so stop by for a minute or ten. 
12/7, 14, 21, & 28 Wednesdays @ 12-2pm!                                                                                                                      
Come by the library on Wednesday 
evenings to learn more about 3D 
printer and laser cutter or to use 
them yourself! Ask the library staff 
about what you need to bring to print or 
engrave an item of your own, or just drop 
in to see what we’re up to in our library 
makerspace. 12/7, 14, 21, & 28 Wednes-
days @ 4:30-6:30pm     
On these Thursday nights, come join 
this group of writers as they meet 
in the Topping Room to share their 
work. Poetry Open Mic Night. 12/1, 8, 
15, 22, & 29 Thursdays @ 7:30-9pm 
Ukulele Jam Session. Locals gather to 
play the ukulele on the first and third 
Monday of the month. 12/12 Monday @ 
7-10pm   
Calling all chess players! Keep your 
skills sharp with this one-hour, 
drop-in session of free play. Boards 
will be set up and ready to go. Bring 
your best moves! 12/3, 10, 17, 24, & 31 
Saturdays @ 1pm
CHILDREN’S EVENTS
Winter Crafternoon.  Get your craft 
on in the afternoon and enjoy the crisp 
shapes and colors of winter! 12/15 
@3:30-5:30pm    
Early Literacy Class.  Tuesdays & 
Wednesdays @ 10:30am. A great way to 
introduce your child to early literacy and 
the library. Join us every week for stories, 
poems, music, movement, a simple craft, 
and fun! 12/6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27, & 28
Lego Play.   Build, Learn, and Play! 
Bring your imagination and experiment 
with creative designs. Children of all ages 
welcome! 12/6 &20 Tuesdays @ 3pm      
TAG: Teen Advisory Group. If you 
want to share ideas, meet new people 
and have a great time shaping the library 
teen program join TAG! This is for 
13+ and grades 8+ and counts toward 
community service requirements. 12/7 
& 21Wednesdays @ 5pm.

Hour Jam with Local Live Music 5-7pm
Sun, Dec. 4 : Sunday Brunch, Live Music  
9:30 am - 1pm

Foothill Rd. If you would like more infor-
mation please call the school at 647-3798.
Dec. 4: On Sunday 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Citizens for Peaceful Resolutions will be 
holding their Annual Season of Peace 
Meeting at E.P. Foster Library, Topping 
Room, A Common Word: Facing the 
Future Together. Join Marianne Farina, 
CSC, Ph.D. in an exploration of dialogue to 
help us to think critically and engage with 
the realities of others holistically. Admission 
Free.  For more information on Citizens for 
Peaceful Resolutions and how you can get 
involved:  www.c-p-r.net, Contact:  Mary 
Olson 223-1187
Dec. 4: Old-Time Country Bluegrass 
Gospel Music Association presents free 
music concerts on the first Sunday of 
every month at the Poinsettia Pavilion 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  The next concert 
session features the very lively, versatile and 
talented “Old Country Grass Band”.  This 
will be the annual Christmas Music Show. 

All are welcome.  Call 517-1131 for more 
information.
Dec. 10: Amnesty International 
USA Local Group #452 is holding its 
annual Write-a-thon at College United 
Methodist Church, 4300 Telegraph 
Road from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  This event 
is part of Amnesty International’s Write 
for Rights campaign, the world’s largest 
letter writing event, which engages people 
to speak out on behalf of prisoners of con-
science, human rights defenders and com-
munities at risk from around the world.   
Drop in between 1 and 4 pm to write letters. 
Your hand-written letters, combined with 
hundreds of thousands of others from 
around the world, can change the lives of 
this year’s 12 cases. They furnish paper, 
pens, stamps, snacks and good company.
Jan. 7: Day of Mindfulness: Renewal 
for the New Year 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
A day to quiet the mind and open the 

Continued on page 22
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News & Notes

805.647.4089  •  888.501.7094
info@plumliftadoor.com

Find us on Facebook

CA License #1004799

Excellent customer service, quality guarantee

Garage Door Sales, Service & Repair
A local, family-owned business with local technicians serving all of Ventura County

• Residential & Commercial • Replacement Parts 
• Preventive Maintenance & More

Same day residential broken spring repair!
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

including emergency board-ups

ANY SERVICE
Receive

15% OFF 
when you mention the

 Ventura Breeze!

Latest Aligment Machine

Shocks  Struts  Suspension   
Brakes  A/C Service

All Exhaust Work
Towing available

Hours: Mon thru Fri 8-5 
Sat 8-1, closed on Sunday

Gary & Melody Hanna
150 W. Main Street
Ventura, CA 93001

(805) 643-2255
Since 1951

Look for Coupons at 
www.venturamufflerandbrake.com

Ventura MBC 
& Auto Repair
Ventura MBC 
& Auto Repair CALIFORNIA COAST BIBLE 

COLLEGE PREVIEW DAY
 
California Coast Bible College (CCBC) is hav-
ing a fall preview day Wednesday, November 
30 from 8:00a-12:30p.  Our address is 6360 
Telephone Rd, Ventura, CA 93003. Come ex-
perience a day in the life of a CCBC student! 
For more info, check out our website: californi-
acoastbiblecollege. org
 
California Coast Bible College admits students 
of any race, color, national and ethnic origin 
to all the rights, privileges, programs, and ac-
tivities generally accorded or made available 
to students at the school. CCBC does not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, color, national 
or ethnic origin, or any other basis prohibited 
by federal and state law, in administration of 
its admission policies, financial aid programs, 
educational policies, and other school-admin-
istered programs.

The Ventura Police Department is thrilled to 
be a part of this wonderful toy drive.

Toy drive 
benefiting the 
Children’s 
Center for 
Cancer and 
Blood Diseases
by Danny Castro

 This year is our 7th Annual Castro 
Family / Ventura Police Community 
Foundation Toy Drive benefiting the 
Children’s Center for Cancer and Blood 
Diseases at Ventura County Medical 
Center. Our toy drive is put together for 
two reasons. First is, our family(Castro) 
and the Ventura Police Community 
Foundation organize a Christmas 
party for the patients and families. At 
the party we hand out toys / gifts to 
the patients and their siblings, food 
and snacks, Mr. & Mrs. Claus, music, 

 Food Forward has been connecting 
those most vulnerable to food insecurity 
in our community with abundant fresh 
produce gleaned from farms, orchards, 
backyards and farmers markets since 
2012 in Ventura County.  They hosted 
their first community ‘friend-raising’ 
event on Sunday, November 13th at 
Ventura Spirits.  
 Nearly 100 friends and supporters 
of Food Forward were in attendance: 
local farmers, foodies and others in-
terested in promoting more sustain-
able agricultural. Everyone enjoyed 
delicious food from Sespe Pizza, 
hand-crafted distilled beverages from 
Ventura Spirits, refreshing local wines 
from Paradise Pantry and locally 
brewed beer from Topa Topa Brewery.  

Rick Namhais, Executive Director, Carol Goldstein, Board Member, Ally Gialketsis, Ventura 
Branch Coordinator, Jill Sarick Santos Ventura Branch Manager and Emily Parker Fundraising 
Manager at ‘ friend-raising’ event.

Ventura County Food Forward 
Branch Out Event brings 
community together

 Executive Director, Rick Nahmias 
shared the story of how Food Forward 
started with a few volunteers from 
Craigslist and a friend’s orange tree.  25 
million pounds later, the organization 
is serving over 350 hunger relief agencies 
and has over 7,000 volunteers through-
out Southern California.  
 Food Forward hosts regular 
“Backyard Harvests” and also gleans at 
the Thousand Oaks and Ventura farmers 
markets every week. Volunteers commit 
to about an hour and a half and can 
easily provide over 120 servings of fresh 
fruit or produce to someone in need in 
our community.  
 To learn more about Food Forward 
and to sign-up to volunteer, visit www.
foodforward.org.

and holiday cheer. The party is at the 
auditorium of the center so the patients 
receiving treatment can come down and 
be part of the fun. 
 Another reason for the toy drive is 
so we can keep the toy box in the center 
filled throughout the year. The toy 
box at the center is so that the patients 
receiving treatment ( chemo, blood 
transfusions, or IV medications) can 
pick out a toy or gift after their treat-
ments, if they are having a rough day, 
or good news. Filling the toy box at the 
center shows that someone is thinking 
of the patients and the community cares 
about them.
 This year toy drive is from Nov. 21

Continued on page 14
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Living
Senior

Pull Out Section

805-419-0202 www.thesilverpantry.com

Get Started Today with One of Our 5 Day Trials!

Chef Designed, Nutritionist Approved Menus
Flexible Meal Plans & Dietary Menus to Meet Your Needs

Locally Owned and Proudly Serving Ventura County

MEAL DELIVERY SERVICE FOR SENIORS
Convenient, Fresh and Delicious!

Low Sodium Comfort Classics
Fully Cooked Meals Delivered to Your Door

We o� er assistance with:
• Transportation to and from  
  doctor appts
• Bathing, grooming, dressing 
 incontinent needs 
• Feeding, meal prep and plan
• Light housekeeping/errands
• Rehab, respite care and more.

WE ACCEPT VET BENEFITS

•  Privately owned and 
 operated 24/7

•  We o� er a wide variety of  
 in home care needs by our  
 highly professional sta� 

•  We taylor our services to � t  
 each individual’s needs

Call 805.267.1218
BigelowFamilyHomecare.com

We Have Career 
Opportunities for 

C.N.As and 
Caregivers!

 Nestled among the hills overlook-
ing Ventura sits a gem where com-
passionate caregivers minister to a 
small group of residents.  The place is 
Cottage Inn, a charming house with 
room for six clients needing physical 
and memory care.  Stepping into the 
facility immediately feels like home, 
from the charming pictures hanging 
in the living area to the aroma of 
delicious cooking coming from the 
kitchen.  Each resident has a room of 
their own, where cherished memora-
bilia, pictures and patterned fabrics 
set a restful and personal tone.  
 Adding to the warm atmosphere 
are the caregivers themselves.  Each is 
experienced in the care of the elderly 
and takes pride in their work.  “We 
love our residents, and treat them 
like family,” says Janet Espinoza, the 
Cottage Inn administrator.  “Our 
staffing model has one caregiver for 
every three residents, ensuring there is 
always someone to assist the residents 
when in need.” 
 Caregiver Michael Asuncion 
explains some of the activities that 
keep the residents engaged.  “We 
have exercising in the fresh air of our 
patio, playing card games, chatting 
over a family style dinner and singing 
along to familiar tunes.  They love 
Dean Martin and Frank Sinatra,” says 
Michael. “Those are the favorites.”
 “I love cooking for the residents,” 

Cottage Inn, a charming house with compassionate caregivers.

A real home for seniors
by Gail Field

says Judith Gonzalez, a caregiver.  
“One of their favorites is my banana 
bread, as well as the food my mother 
taught me to cook when I was a girl.”
 Both Judith and Michel agree, “We 
work together as a team, and staff and 
residents all feel like family.”
 “I feel our staff truly enjoys the 
gratifying work of caring for our 
senior population,” says Ezra Proctor, 
the facility owner.  “We promote an 
environment of dignity and support 
and do our best to engage not only 
the residents, but also the family 
members involved.  This can be an 
equally difficult time in the family’s 
life, seeing their parents or elders 
needing higher levels of care.”
 One of the biggest champions 
of the Cottage Inn facility is Jean, a 
current resident.  “The staff is very re-
sponsive. I never have had to ask twice 
for what I need. I love it here.”
 Janet Espinoza sums up the ex-
perience of Cottage Inn for residents 
and families.  “Families of our 
residents are always welcome.  We like 
them to come and have dinner with us 
and engage in conversation with the 
residents. Chatting over a delicious 
dinner is a good way to feel like we 
really are a family.” 
 The Cottage Inn is located at 191 
Wayview Court, Ventura, CA  93001. 
Phone 650-7497.  Visit their website at 
http://www.cottageinnventura.com
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Senior Living

MEMORY CARE

MOVE-IN SPECIAL

$1000 OFF
CALL FOR 

DETAILS!

MOVE IN
SPECIAL

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT *

*CALL FOR

DETAILS
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_______ ________ It’s never too late to skate
 

      Live your life your way. GLENWOOD rehabs you back. 
 

       1300 N. C St 
Oxnard CA, 93030 

805-985-0305 

www.GlenwoodCareCenter.com 
5 out of 5 STAR Facility 
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COTTAGE INN
A Loving Home for the Elderly

• Exceptional care: 3 to 1 ratio
• Bed & Breakfast environment
• All rooms are private and 
 tastefully decorated

• Same caregivers, consistently 
• 24 hour awake night staff
• Call for a Personalized  tour 
 and information!

805-650-7497
Lic. #565801664

 Women are at the epicenter of Alzheim-
er’s disease.  If you are a woman, you have 
twice the chance of developing Alzheimer’s 
disease as does a man. In addition, women 
comprise 65 % of the population that 
endure physical and mental stress caring 
for Alzheimer’s and dementia sufferers.  
 In 2014, the Alzheimer’s Association 
created the first-of-its-kind Women’s Al-
zheimer’s Research Initiative where 100% 
of the proceeds support women’s brain 
research. (http://thewomensalzheimer 
schallenge.org/)
 To draw awareness for the initiative, 
California Central Chapter of the Alzheim-
er’s Association Member Sharon Bick, 
RN, owner of Meditech Health Services in 
Ventura, held a reception at her ocean-front 
home last month.  
 Central Chapter Board Member Teresa 
Valko shared about her experience with 
Alzheimer’s disease.  She has had more 
than her share of experience--100% of her 
mother’s family has had Alzheimer’s.  She 
has lost a brother and a sister to the disease.  
 Teresa learned from her uncle how 
to be patient and caring toward someone 
with Alzheimer’s when she visited with 
him and her grandmother one summer.  
When Grandma asked, “Son, have you been 
traveling?”  He said, “Why yes, I was in St. 
Louis!” and told tales of his travels.  When 
she asked again a few moments later, he 
replied, “Why yes, I was in New Orleans!” 
and then he would tell all about that 
adventure.  And so on.  He demonstrated to 
Teresa how to let his mother’s reality be his, 
and to do so with grace.

Ventura County Supervisor Kathy Long, Teresa Valko and Sharon Bick at Alzheimer’s reception. 

Get educated. Get engaged. Get 
empowered to defeat this mind-
blowing disease: Alzheimer’s
by Lori Harasta

 Teresa is passionate about this ini-
tiative.  “I feel compelled to get active 
and support the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion.  The Alzheimer’s Association is 
the world leader in advancing research 
and care and I want to be part of that.  
There will be an end to this disease 
and I’m going to do everything I can 
to make sure my children will not be 
burdened with my care and that they 
never know the personal experience of 
this disease.”
 Recently, through the work of Ventura 
County Area Agency on Aging (VCAAA), 
Ventura County was recently certified as 
a “dementia friendly” county.  It is one of 
the first in the nation to do so.  Plans are 
being developed to educate the community 
on how to make “small changes” that 
will make huge differences in how we 
treat those among us who suffer from 
dementia.  A sneak preview can be seen 
on You Tube:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Fz8ACEu7Lho  
 According to Christine Voth, Manager 
of Business Strategy and Strategic Planning 
for VCAAA who attended the gathering at 
the Bicks’ home, “I see that the Women’s Ini-
tiative is a critical component of Dementia 
Friendly Ventura County, especially given 
that statistics are now being released that 
show older women are twice as likely to get 
Alzheimer’s disease than men.”
 The gathering at the Bick home dem-
onstrated Sharon’s commitment to the 
cause. “I believe we need to get people 
involved to change how we deal with Al-
zheimer’s in our community.”
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Senior Living

 Livingston Memorial Visiting Nurse 
Association supports the total well-being 
of our community.  As part of their services, 
they host free monthly education classes 
throughout the county which include the 
following in Ventura: Classes are available in 
Ojai and Oxnard also.
 Adult Bereavement Support Group 
Wednesdays, December 7, 14, 21, and 28, 
from 6:30-8:00 pm at Livingston Memorial 
Visiting Nurse Association office, 1996 
Eastman Ave., Suite 109.    These groups are 
open to individuals who have experienced 
loss and are free of charge. Call 642-0239 
for more information or email griefinfo@
livingstonvna.org.
Newly Bereaved Support Group:
 Thursday, December 8th from 6-7:30 
pm at Livingston Memorial Visiting Nurse 
Association office, 1996 Eastman Ave., Suite 
109.  This monthly group is designed for 
adults who have recently experienced the 
loss of a loved one and is free. Call 642-0239 
for more information or email griefinfo@
livingstonvna.org.  These groups meet every 
2nd Thursday of each month.
Diabetes Classes
 Tuesday, December 6th from 1-2:30pm 
at Livingston Memorial Visiting Nurse Asso-
ciation, 1996 Eastman Ave, Suite 109.  These 
meetings are held on 1st Tuesday of each 
month.  General information is provided 
about Type 2 Diabetes including prediabe-
tes, with emphasis on meal planning, med-
ication, exercise, blood sugar monitoring, 
and new developments in diabetes.  Call 
642-0239 for more information.
Joint Replacement Classes
 Thursday, December 1st from 
1:00-2:00pm at Livingston Memorial 
Visiting Nurse Association offices, in 
the Community Room at 1996 Eastman 
Avenue, Suite 109 in Ventura. You will learn 
what to expect before, during and after knee 
or hip replacement surgery and how to be 
an active participant in your care. These 
meetings are 1st Thursday of each month.  
For information or to RSVP call Dinah 

New Bilingual 
Family Caregiver 
Resource Center 
 As of July 1, 2016, the Catholic Charities- 
OASIS Family Caregiver Resource Center 
has been open and helping bilingual family 
caregivers get the support they need to care 
for their loved one. We are funded through a 
grant from the Ventura County Area Agency 
on Aging. 
 The OASIS Family Caregiver Resource 
Center provides family caregivers with free 
resources, referrals, trainings, workshops 
and case management. They have a library 
and a computer station available to caregiv-
ers who would like to do some research on a 
certain topic or search the web for informa-
tion related to their family caregiving needs.
 The Center provides services for those 
caring for a family member (unpaid) aged 60 
and older who are dependent upon two or 
more activities of daily living  or grandpar-
ents living with and caring for a grandchild 
informally due to parents being unable to 
care for their child.  Caregivers for families 
between the ages of 19 – 59 may qualify for 
services depending on the disability.
 Catholic Charities’ OASIS (Older Adults 
Services and Intervention System) program 
was founded in 1986 to assist senior 
residents continue to remain safely in their 
own homes.  Throughout Ventura County, 
OASIS serves persons age sixty and above.  
There are no fees or other qualifications to 
become a client.
 OASIS offers individualized case man-
agement to seniors based on in-home assess-
ments.  Following the in-home assessment, 
OASIS staff develops an appropriate care 
plan based on each client’s individual needs.
 They also have a great volunteer 
program. Volunteers serve as “Friendly 
Visitors” or Volunteer Drivers who drive 
clients to their doctor appointments. They 
are actively recruiting for volunteers to serve 
throughout Ventura County. 
 Call  420-9608 for more information 
and to volunteer.

“I couldn’t do this before my knee replacement 
surgery.”

Community 
education

Davis at (805) 642-0239 ext. 739.
 Monday, December 12th for both 
English and Spanish speaking.  English 
4:00-5:00 pm and Spanish 5:30-6:30 pm at 
Livingston Memorial Visiting Nurse Asso-
ciation offices, in the Community Room at 
1996 Eastman Avenue, Suite 109 in Ventura. 
You will learn what to expect before, during 
and after knee or hip replacement surgery 
and how to be an active participant in your 
care.  For information or to RSVP call Dinah 
Davis at (805) 642-0239 ext. 739.
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News & Notes

Evan Carpenter and Elizabeth Rodeno talk 
about CAPS Radio’s launch.

Engage and 
inform
by Elizabeth Rodeno

 Time is f lying by here at CAPS Media 
Center. Members are busily producing 
shows, some aiming for the holiday 
season, which is coming up quickly. As 
a preview of the season of giving, it is 
always heartwarming to hear the stories 
from the homeless and helpless to the 
sheltered and hopeful. Last week, one of 
Project Understandings’ success stories 

VC Certified 
Farmers’ Market 
 The Ventura County Certified 
Farmers’ Market Association has 
announced its holiday schedule for its 
Ventura locations.  The Downtown Ventura 
Market, held on the corners of East Santa 
Clara and Palm Streets from 8:30 a.m. to 
12 noon, will be open both Christmas Eve, 

Harrison’s 
trash collection 
delayed one 
day
 In observance of Thanksgiving Day, 
the employees of Harrison Industries are 
taking the day off on Thursday, Nov. 24. 
As a result, customers who normally have 
their trash and recyclables or green waste 
collected on Thursday or Friday will have it 
collected one day later than usual.
 The Thanksgiving holiday will not 
affect customers who have their trash and 
recyclables or green waste collected on 
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday.
 The regular schedule for all customers 
will resume the following week.
 Harrison Industries serves the cities 
and surrounding unincorporated areas 
of Ventura, Ojai, Camarillo as well as the 
unincorporated areas of El Rio, Somis, Ojai 
Valley and Channel Islands beach commu-
nities as E.J. Harrison and Sons; Fillmore 
and surrounding unincorporated areas as 
Santa Clara Valley Disposal; and Thousand 
Oaks, Newbury Park and surrounding un-
incorporated areas as Newbury Disposal.
 For more information, call 647-1414.

Toy drive benefitting Children’s Center
Continued from page 10
thru Dec. 16. All toys donated should be 
new due to the patient’s immune systems. 
The ages range from infant to 18 years old. 
For the teenagers we are looking for gift 
cards, and the toys should be $10 to $25. 
We will be wrapping all of the toys at Rise 
Volleyball in Ventura.
 These are drop locations in Ventura, 
there are Also drops in Camarillo and 
Oxnard.
Ventura Police Department - 1425 Dowell 
Dr
Ventura Police Community Store Front - 
Pacific View Mall
Ventura Police Community Store Front - 
110 N. Olive St.
Salon Panache - 3639 E. Harbor Blvd #122
Capital Mortgage Services - 4253 
Transport St.
ATLAS Elementary School - 760 Jazmin 
Ave.
Rise Volleyball - 3040 Sherwin Ave. 
The Clubhouse Fun Zone - 4535 McGrath 
St.
RE/MAX Gold Coast - 5720 Ralston St. 
Ventura 
 For more information you can check 
out Castro Family Toy Drive on Facebook 
and Instagram. If there are any questions or 
inquiries for donations please email me at 
castrofamilytoydrive@gmail.com.

Saturday, December 24, 2016 and New 
Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 3, 2016 and 
will be open regular market hours.
 The Wednesday market held at the 
Pacific View Mall, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., will 
remain open during the holiday season.  
 The weekly markets offer shoppers 
delicious fresh fruit and vegetables, meat 
products, herbs, honey, eggs, nuts, olive 
oil, jams & jellies, fresh cut flowers, potted 
plants, and much more.  

 The Association of Fundraising Pro-
fessionals Santa Barbara and Ventura 
County Chapter announced this year’s 
National Philanthropy Day honorees 
including Keets and Hugh Cassar for 
Philanthropists of the Year, Ventura 
County; Tina and Andy Killion for Vol-
unteers of the Year, Ventura County; and 
Interface Children & Family Services’ 
Youth Advisory Board for Youth in Phi-
lanthropy at their recent luncheon.
 “One of the most amazing things 
about living in our community is the gen-
erosity of those who live here. The people 
of our community truly care. They are 
dedicated and compassionate. The As-
sociation of Fundraising Professionals 
is honored to recognize and celebrate 
this year’s outstanding National Philan-
thropy Day honorees. These individuals 
and organization are making a differ-
ence in our community with their time, 
talent, and treasure,” says Elaine K. Mah 
Best, President, AFP Santa Barbara and 
Ventura Counties Chapter. 
 Celebration and Awards Luncheon 
recognizing all of the honorees and cele-
brating National Philanthropy Day were 
held on Thursday, November 17 at the 
Ventura Beach Marriott. In addition to 
recognizing the generous philanthropy 
in our region, the chapter celebrated its 
30th anniversary. Norbert Tan, Executive 
Director, Ventura College Foundation, 
served as Master of Ceremonies. 
 The Killions have served as leaders 
for this Caregivers signature fundrais-
ing event for each of the 15 years since 

Ventura’s Tina and Andy Killion, Volunteers of the Year, Ventura County.

Interface Children & Family Services’ 
Youth Advisory Board honored

its inception. Their enthusiasm and 
dedication has helped . . . supply Ventura 
County seniors with resources and social 
and personal support, allowing them to 
stay in their homes and continue useful 
and satisfying lives. 
 Andy and Tina Killion grew up 
in our waterfront community and 
have raised their family here. Andy’s 
lifelong passion for boating inspired 
him to create a Spectacle of Sails and 
Boats right off our beautiful Ventura 
Pier in order to bring attention to 
the important work of the Caregiv-
ers Organization. Caregivers serves 
hundreds of Ventura County seniors by 
responding to the important needs of 
homebound and frail elders. Andy and 
Tina left their corporate careers in 2005 
to purchase and operate Anchors Way 
Marine Centers in Ventura and Channel 
Islands Harbors. Since wrapping up 
their boat yard adventures they have 
both returned to their former careers. 
 National Philanthropy Day is the 
occasion each year when thousands of 
people around the world come together 
to celebrate giving, volunteering, and 
charitable engagement, thus raising 
awareness of the role of philanthropy in 
our society. Here in Santa Barbara and 
Ventura Counties it is a special day each 
November when we pay tribute to our 
own – exemplary local philanthropists, 
organizations, and professionals who 
give so generously of their time, talents, 
and financial support, making our 
community a better place for us all.

shared his story about getting a hand up.  
Martin was honored at Project Under-
standing’s Annual dinner event. We also 
spent time learning about the Ventura 
County Bar’s Legal Aid program. This 
time it’s about lawyers coming together 
to support those who need to help 
navigate the legal system. CAPS Media 
works our magic to produce powerful 
videos sharing transformative stories. 
Our door is open to come produce your 
own or have us create one for you.
 The non-profit CAPS Media Center’s 
mission is to create an engaged and 
informed community through partici-
pation in electronic media.  Our mission 
for the soon to launch CAPS Radio falls 
in there as well. We are gearing up for 
the launch of our low power FM station, 
KPPQ-LP 104.1FM, the hyper local 
station with programs that will share 
interesting and uplifting stories. Our 
members’ goal will be to engage, educate 
and entertain. More information will 
found on our website. Stand by to air. 
 Peoples’ voices are never more 
important than today. Our manadate 

Monday thru Thursday – Extra Large Pizza, one topping, $10.99 or Spaghetti, $5.49

1700 E. Thompson Blvd.
Ventura

805.648.1070
Sun-Thurs 11am - 9:30pm
   Fri & Sat 11am - 10:30pm

WE DELIVER
($15 minimum)

GLUTEN FREE
Large 1 topping $15.95

10” mini 1 topping $9.95
Extra Toppings - $1 each

FAMILY 
DEAL

LARGE 1 TOPPING $8.49 
(PICK-UP ONLY) REGULAR PRICE $14.95

PEPPERONI CALZONE ONLY $5.49
(PICK-UP ONLY)

X-Large 2 Topping Pizza
Large Garden Salad
10 Buffalo Wings 

$27.95
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News & Notes 805 Gift Emporium

805.658.0805

   Fun Seasonal Decor

   Baby Items & Gifts

   Unique Pet Items

   Cards, Trinkets & 

   SO Much More!!

Grand Opening
Fri. & Sat., November 25th & 26th

Monday − Saturday 9:00am − 6:00pm

Something for Everyone − Including your Pets!

Grand OpeningGrand Opening
Fri. & Sat., November 25th & 26th& Sat., November 25th & 26th

Something for Everyone − Including your Pets!Something for Everyone − Including your Pets!

Grand Opening

3875 Telegraph Road, Suite A

is to support the first amendment and 
ensure everyone can have a voice. Our 
voices are varied and many. Watch 
channel 6 to hear what the public has to 
say and watch channel 15 to experience 
the city’s vision to provide the best and 
clearest information for all. As we now 
stream through our website, our reach is 
much greater. 
 Ventura County Community 
Councils and others have had the op-
portunity to visit the media center and 
learn how our local councils can use our 
facilities to broaden their reach at the 
local level. Schools, teachers, girl scouts, 
churches and youth groups come for 
tours and think this place is really cool. 
 Go to www.capsmedia.org to see 
what our members are creating for you 
and sign up to be part of the story. For 
only $25 a year you get it all. 

Homeless Ronnie and Church members 
Maura and Dave were talking about “life on 
the street” at the Vagabond.

Take a hungry 
person to 
lunch day
(Part of National Hunger and 
Homelessness Week)

by Jill Forman 

“The days are long and the nights 
are cold.” 
  – Christine Chalquist, formerly homeless
 Jamie didn’t want to leave the 
Vagabond Coffee Shop.  “It’s nice to be 
inside,” he said. “Thank you very much.  
It’s like going on a trip and looking out the 
window, so pleasant.  Makes people like us 
feel normalized”
 Jamie and his friend Sean were there 
as part of the third Take a Hungry Person 
to Lunch Day.  Sponsored by the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Ventura, the event 
partners those in need of a meal with 
others who want to provide them one.  
More important, the participants sit down 
to lunch together and talk, sometimes for 
hours.
 About 40 folks showed up at the 
church in the late morning, were greeted by 
Reverend Dana Worsnop , and heard from 

Sue Brinkmeyer and Kathy Powell, the or-
ganizers of the event  through the church’s 
Lift Up Your Voice program.  “The holiest 
work we do,” said Reverend Dana, is human 
depth of meeting.”  
 Christine Chalquist, a former corporate 
VP who was on the streets for years, shared 
her experiences.  She emphasized how 
difficult it is to get out of homelessness 
when there is no place to sleep, shower, use 
a phone etc.    “You can’t get ahead.”  She 
was helped by doing service for others at the 
Harbor Church, and is currently housed 
and employed.  “You feel beat up,” she said, 
“Less than.  Every day.”   
 The group also heard from Macheel, 
who describes herself and living “on the 
fringe of homelessness;” she is trying to 
hang in there until she and her daughter 
finish school.  She also credits the Harbor 
Church program for helping her, and giving 
her a place to volunteer and be of use.  
 As Chalquist also said, homeless folks 
want something to do and a way to give to 
others.  She now volunteers with the UU 
Church’s Park Outreach program, taking 
clothing, blankets, and personal care items.
 After some logistical instructions, and 
a blessing by Rev. Dana, the group drove to 
two local parks.  There were a few difficulties 
– some of the people were initially reluctant 
– but everyone found lunch partners.
 At the Habit, Mario was having lunch 
with Andrea and her father Al.  They had 
read about the event in the Breeze.  They 
were learning about Mario, who is “an en-
trepreneur and a scholar” according to Al.
 Also at the Habit were Rev. Dana, 
Woody and Jim.  Woody said the subject of 
their discussion was, “Me being an idiot.”  
(He gave permission to quote that.)
 Down the street at the Vagabond, 
Ronnie, Maura and Dave were talking 
about “life on the street.”  Jim, Janette, Don 
and Suzanne were discussing what benefits 
are available (Jim worked for the county.)  
A few other groups were chatting amiably 
and enjoying large quantities of food.  
The Vagabond staff knows many of the 
homeless by name; the owner, Jolene, came 
out to greet the customers personally.
 Jamie and Sean were discussing “taking 
over the world” with Sally and Alan.  Sean 
is looking forward to getting his retirement 
soon and being able to afford a place to 
live.  Jamie is full of praise for the agencies 
that help him, from the One-Stop drop-in 
center, to the people at the UU church, 
to the local police – especially one officer 
who gave him a bike when his was stolen.  
Though they have many tales of the diffi-
culties of street life, it doesn’t seem to have 
made them bitter.
 As Sally said, looking across the table 
at her new friends, “Everybody deserves a 
good meal.”

More than six months after the establishment of Sacred Stone Camp at Standing Rock 
Reservation, protesters are continuing to resist the construction of the Dakota Access 
Pipeline. The oil pipeline was originally routed through Bismarck, North Dakota—a 
city that is over 90 percent white—but was rerouted through sacred Sioux land when 
Bismarck residents complained that it might contaminate their drinking water. This 
rally was held on Nov.15 across from city hall.  Photo by Breezy Gledhill.
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n	 Jardo, a Boise 
Pol ice Depa r tment 
K-9, was shot along 
with two Boise officers 
w h i le  c on f r ont i ng 
an  a r m e d  s u s p e c t 
recently.
 Jardo was taken 

to a vet where the veterinarian who 
performed surgery on him “is hopeful he 
will be OK,” Boise police report.
 Corporal Kevin Holtry and fellow 
members of the Special Operations Unit 
were searching for a dangerous felon 
when Holtry was shot multiple times. His 
condition continues to slightly improve 
day by day at St. Alphonsus Regional 
Medical Center. Fellow officer Cpl. Chris 
Davis and police K9 Jardo are now recover-
ing at home.
n	 I’m happy to report that a dog park 
has been approved by the Fillmore City 
Council to be located at Two Rivers Park.
 The park was approved by a 4-0 vote, 
with Councilman Manuel Minjares 
absent.
 It can proceed because the city recently 
received $1 million in fees from developers 
to improve Two Rivers Park. Over $40,000 
of that will go toward the dog park.
 Like most dog parks the park will have 
a fenced area reserved for small dogs and 
another area for dogs of any size with play 
equipment, drinking fountains, trees, 
benches, and dog waste bags. 
 I’ve found that most of us small dogs 
prefer to play in the “any size area” to 
show that we can take care of ourselves 
and chase the bigger dogs around to show 
them who is boss.
n	 Paw’s Corner by my friend Sam 
Mazzotta(Actually I don’t know him but 
I’m sure that we would be friends if he 
met me)
Dear Paw’s Corner: 
 I’m in a dilemma. I’ve had my dog for 
about five years. “Shera” stays with me in my 
apartment, and there have been no problems 
until now. Now, a new owner has bought the 
house and told me I cannot have a pet: I must 
either get rid of Shera or move out. What can I 
do? -- Desperate in Worcester, Massachusetts.
Dear Desperate: 
 I feel for you, and I hope I can give 
you some useful advice in this limited 
space. My first tip is to act fast, and 
the sooner the better. I recommend 
immediately contacting your state’s 
legal services or aid resource, if there is 
one, to discuss the problem. You also 
could find free or low-cost legal advice 
through the state’s bar association or 
perhaps at a local university. Your local 
library can be a great resource, too 
-- you can get online for free, and the 

Professor Scamp, Ph.D  (Pretty Happy Dog)

Professor Scamp
Ph.D

Hi: Just so you know, I didn’t pose for 
this picture. Really. I am this naturally 
beautiful 24/7. I am a healthy sized 3.5 
year old girl but don’t let my size fool you. 
I am very calm and polite. I like toys ok, 
but I think they are much more fun if 
you are holding the other end of them! 
You will get my instant and complete 
attention if you give me deluxe treats 
while teaching me new commands. Just 
ask the staff at the adoption center to 
bring me out so you can meet me and 

see for yourself what a sweet girl I am. Ventura County Animal Services – Simi 
location – 670 W. Los Angeles Ave.  Myra A638655

Forever homes wanted

Animals of all sorts can join the ScampClub. Email me your picture 
anda little about yourself to Scampclub@venturabreeze.com. 

You will be in the Breeze and become world famous. 

Join Scamp Club

Scamp Club
(Scampclub pets are not for adoption.)

Hi: I’m Lita Ford an adorable Shepherd X puppy. I’m one of 19 puppies taken 
in when a family became overwhelmed when their 3 unaltered female dogs 
became pregnant around the same 
time. All of my siblings and all but 1 
of the puppies from the other 2 litters 
and their Moms have been adopted.  
Shadow and I and my Mom Oola are 
waiting for our forever families to 
come and take us home too. C.A.R.L. 
will make sure we are all vaccinated 
and spayed or neutered. Children in 
the home must be 6 years or older. 
Canine Adoption and Rescue League 
C.A.R.L. C.A.R.L. Please call CARL 
adoption center at 644-7387.

LostCatVentura.com and LostDogVentura.com are free 
resources for finding lost pets in Ventura County, and where 

you can post a notice to find your lost pet.

Hi: I’m Snugz, a 4-year-old Shih Tzu (like 
Scamp). I like to take bike rides with my 
best friend Trudy because she does all of 
the work and I get the wind in my face.

Ventura Visitors & Convention Bureau 
(VVCB) received an outstanding achieve-
ment award sponsored by Destination 
Marketing Association of the West in their 
Best Idea Program. VVCB invited six dogs to 
visit Ventura as part of a familiarization trip 
targeting dogs who have become Instagram 
celebrities. Maybe I should become an 
Instagram celebrity but I don’t know how. 
Can you help me?

librarians can be very helpful. 
 Renters have fairly extensive rights 
in most states. A new landlord usually 
cannot simply walk in and demand you 
get rid of your pet. The existing lease 
typically cannot be changed suddenly, 
either. And even if you don’t have a 
signed lease the landlord typically must 
still give reasonable notice of a change 
in the terms. If you don’t have a lease he 
will be able to remove you by following 
your state’s legal procedures.
 You also might try offering your 
landlord a non-refundable pet deposit. 
These are sometimes required in rentals 
that accept pets.
n	 Paws for Reading at Foster 
Library.  2/3, 10, 17, 24, & 31 
Saturdays @ 12 - 1pm 
 Read aloud to a registered service 
dog (sign-up required).

At the Halloween dog contest held at the 
Harbor the Best in Show was  Beans from 
West Hills “Pup in a jail bird costume”. Over 
75 dogs participated in the competition. My 
boss was a judge and I sat next to him giving 
my opinion as to which was the best. I, of course 
chose a Shih Tzu but was over ruled.

Inside E.P. Foster Library
651 E. Main Street

New Bookstore Hours: 
Wednesday through 

Saturday, 11 am to 4 pm

Contact: friends@venturafriendsofthelibrary.org     www.venturafriendsofthelibrary.org

JOIN US! BECOME A FRIEND OF VENTURA’S LIBRARIES!  
Give a gift membership to a book-loving friend! Individual memberships  $20.00 before 12/31/16.
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Harbor Patrol 
Blotter
Just a few of the things the Harbor Patrol 
tends to.

Police Reports
by Cindy Summers

Police reports are provided to us by the Ventura 
Police Department and are not the opinions of 
the Ventura Breeze. All suspects mentioned 
are assumed to be innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Chief Ken Corney spoke about the accom-
plishments and goals of the Foundation at 
luncheon.

Attendees were 
offered a guided 
tour of the 
Ventura Police 
department
 Ventura Police Chief Ken Corney 
spoke to members of The Ventura 
Police Community Foundation about 
the accomplishments and goals of 
the Foundation as well as the Depart-
ment’s Strategic Plan and public safety 
at the first annual Chief’s Luncheon 
on November 16 held at police head-

Neighborhood Drug Sales Investiga-
tion/Arrest
 Over the last several weeks the 
Ventura Police Department’s Street 
Crimes Unit has been conducting an 
investigation into the sale of narcotics 
on the 1400 block of Mead Ave. in the 
city of Ventura.  On November 10, at ap-
proximately 8:30am, detectives served a 
search warrant at the involved residence.
 During the service of the search 
warrant detectives located metham-
phetamine, paraphernalia indicative 
of the sales of narcotics, and approxi-
mately 1 ½ pounds of marijuana.  There 
were also 17 firearms recovered in the 
residence.  The suspects, 54 year old 
Ventura resident Roy Wilson, 58 year old 
Ventura resident David Cribbs, and 63 
year old Santa Paula resident Juarez were 
arrested for various weapons and drug 
related charges.  Cribbs was also arrested 
for California Health and Safety Code 
11366 (maintaining a place for unlaw-
fully selling narcotics).
Assault With a Deadly Weapon 
Arrest
 On November 12, at approximately 
11pm, VPD patrol officers responded to 
a residence in the 300 block of E Main St 
re: a report of a disturbance involving a 
male and female.
 Officers arrived and contacted 
the victim who said he was visiting a 
female acquaintance and that during an 
argument she had stabbed him with a 
knife.
 The officers confirmed that the 
victim had sustained injuries to his 
torso and head and requested medical 
personnel to respond.
 Officers then contacted the female 
suspect, identified as 59 year old Ventura 
resident Susan Martinez, inside the 
residence and took her into custody 
without incident.
 The victim was transported by 
ambulance to the Ventura County 
Medical center for treatment of non-life 
threatening injuries. 
 Martinez was arrested for assault 
with a deadly weapon, a felony, and later 
booked into the Ventura County Main 
Jail.
Residential Burglary Arrest
 Over the last several weeks there has 
been a series of residential burglaries 
in the area north of Telegraph Rd. and 
east of Victoria Ave.  During the course 
of the investigation, Street Crimes De-
tectives identified 43 year old Ventura 
resident Shannon Salas and 42 year old 
Ventura resident Joseph Grizzaffi as 
potential suspects.  Salas and Grizzaffi 
were arrested in an unrelated burglary 
in Santa Barbara County, and during the 
arrest additional evidence linking the 
two of them to the Ventura burglaries 
was recovered.
 On November 16, at 12:30pm, Detec-
tives obtained arrest warrants for Salas 
and Grizzaffi.  Salas was later located 
on the 6600 block of Telephone Rd. and 
taken into custody.  Salas was booked 
into the Ventura County Jail.  A search 
of his residence yielded additional stolen 
property and narcotics.  Also contacted 
in the residence was 24 year old Simi 
Valley resident Cristopher Delapp, and 
he was booked for an outstanding felony 
warrant and possession of narcotics for 
the purpose of sales.  Grizzaffi is still in 

10-29 11:00am, received a report of a 
fuel spill near VHV H-dock.  Officers 
responded, found a significant spill and 
thoroughly searched the area.  A possible 
source was located, mitigated and the 
spill is under investigation.
7:15pm, received a report of an uncon-
scious person in the restrooms at 1500 
Spinnaker Drive.  Officers responded 
and assisted a local female transient.  
She was transported to local hospital for 
further evaluation.       
10-30   9:15am, officers observed signif-
icant debris f lowing from the baranca 
and inundating the patrol dock and 
vessels. This was due to the rain event 
last night               
10-31  9:56am, officers received a lost 
dog and determined the owner was from 
the yacht club.  The dog was given to a 
neighbor until the owner returned.
4:13pm, received a report of 2 kayakers 
capsized and in the water.  Officers 
responded and assisted the kayakers 
who were capsized by a wave and picked 
up their belongings that were mostly on 
the beach.  The victims were uninjured 
and on a paddling trip from British 
Columbia.                   
11-1   6:25pm, received a report of an ill 
person on a sailboat in need of evacu-
ation near the Ventura Pier.  Officers 
responded and towed the vessel back to 
the harbor and released the persons and 
the boat at the launch ramp. 
8:25pm, received a report of an uncon-
scious person in a vehicle.  Officers 
responded and assisted AMR, Ventura 
Fire with the patient.  He was transport-

custody in Santa Barbara County Jail.
Possession of Stolen Property Arrest
 On November 17, at approximately 
2pm, a VPD patrol officer observed a 
vehicle make an unsafe lane change 
in the 1100 block of Johnson Dr. The 
officer conducted a traffic stop and was 
informed by the dispatch center that 
the license plate on this vehicle did not 
match the make and model and was 
listed as a stolen plate.
 Additional VPD patrol officers 
responded to assist and a high risk stop 
was initiated since the vehicle had three 
occupants and the circumstances sur-
rounding why a stolen license plate was 
attached were not known.
 Once the occupants were removed 
from the vehicle the investigating officers 
determined that the driver, 30 year old 
Camarillo resident Danielle Giovanello, 
was the owner of the vehicle and had 
intentionally switched the rear plate 
with one from someone else’s vehicle in 
an attempt to conceal the fact that her 
vehicle’s registration had expired several 
months ago. Giovanello was also driving 
on a suspended driver’s license.
 A passenger in the vehicle, 26 year old 
Ventura vagrant Kody Lott, was found to 
be in possession of pepper spray which is 
unlawful for him to carry as a convicted 
felon. A third passenger in the vehicle 
was interviewed and released.
 Giovanello was arrested for posses-
sion of stolen property and driving on 
a suspended license, both misdemeanor 
charges. Lott was arrested for felon in 
possession of pepper spray also a mis-
demeanor. Both were transported to the 
Ventura County Main Jail for booking.

ed via AMR to local hospital for further 
evaluation.                      
11-3  1:15am, observed a large sailboat 
secure to District’s longdock.  Officers 
contacted the captain and ascertained 
they were in the wrong harbor.  He 
thought they were in Channel Islands 
Harbor.                         
11-4    9:45am, observed a 32ft motor 
vessel that has been anchored near 
the Ventura Pier for a few weeks was 
dragging anchor due to large waves.  
Officers responded with City fire and 
State Lifeguards to save the vessel from 
going aground, but the vessel went 
aground before officers could attempt a 
rescue.
5:31pm, received a dispatch to a fall 

victim at 1300 block of Spinnaker Drive.  
Officers responded and discovered a 
local female transient refusing medical 
attention for a fall.            
11-6   1:30pm, due to the very large surf, 
officers spent the afternoon contact-
ing kayaks, PWC’s and small boats and 
advising of the dangerous conditions.
5:50pm, received dispatch to a fall 
victim at the marina mobile home park.  
Officers responded, assisted a male who 
fell out of his chair injuring his hand.   
11-8  8:45am, received dispatch to a 
traffic accident on Northbound Harbor.  
Officers responded and assisted victims 
and found only a minor injury.  The re-
sponsible party f led the scene, but was 
apprehended nearby by Ventura PD.

quarters on Dowell Dr. Attendees had 
lunch provided by the Ventura Spaghetti 
Company and a guided tour of the 
Ventura Police department.
• Public Safety Improvements: Initia-
tives that address specific public safety 
needs, improve police effectiveness, and 
officer safety through the use of special-
ized equipment, evolving technology 
and other innovations.
• Community Partnerships: Projects 
that enhance the relationship between 
the community and the Ventura Police 
Department.
• Youth Programs: Positive and 
proactive opportunities such as after-
school and youth mentoring programs 
designed to reduce crime-related risk 
and help disadvantaged youth grow into 
productive citizens.
 The funds raised from membership, 
donations and fundraising events such 
as the Annual PAL Golf Tournament, 
goes to support many essential city 
programs and safety initiatives. To learn 
more about the Foundation and mem-
bership visit www.venturapolicecom-
munityfoundation.org, on facebook at 
www.facebook.com/venturapolicefoun-
dation or call 399-4317.
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Welcoming the 
holidays!
by Pam Baumgardner
VenturaRocks.com

 I can safely say the holiday 
season is upon us and what better 
way to celebrate than with one of my 
favorite fundraisers, the 4 Kids 2 Kids 
Toy Drive.  The event will be held at 
the Ventura Beach Club on Sunday, 
November 26 from 3 to 11 pm with 
honorary guest and Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame’s Nick St. Nicolas (Steppen-
wolf, World Classic Rockers). On the 
bill to perform will be Ray Jaurique & 
the Uptown Brothers, Michael John 
& the Bottom Line, Tom & Milo, 
Preston Smith, Tommy Marsh, Sean 
Wiggins & IOne gOat, Kelly Zirbes, 
Joy Burnworth and more; plus, you 
won’t want to miss a special appear-
ance by Santa (aka Gary Gordon 
Goff). The price of admission is only 
$15 and an unwrapped toy.  You can 
learn more about this unique and 
important non-profit organization 
at 4K2Konline.org. 
 The following weekend, one of 
my favorite events hailed as “The 
social event of the year” will take over 
Main Street downtown on Saturday, 
December 3, for the Ventura Winter 
Wine Walk which also includes a 
holiday street fair.  You’ll find all 
kinds of great gift ideas at the street 
fair which runs from Noon until 8 
pm and is free to the public. There 
will be snow fall at 6:45 at the corner 
of California and Main with live 
music and of course the highlight 
itself, the Wine Walk between 4 and 
7 pm, you can get ticket information 
at www.VenturaWinterWineWalk.
com. 
 Don’t miss Smitty and Julia 
performing with the Ventura Jazz 
Orchestra at the band’s holiday 
dance at the Poinsettia Pavilion on 
Saturday, December 3. Tickets are 
$15 at the door.  Then the next day, 
the Old-Time Country Bluegrass 
Gospel Music Association will be 
presenting their annual Christmas 
music show at the Poinsettia Pavilion 
on Sunday December 4 from 2-4 pm. 
All ages are welcome, there is no 
cover for this one. 
 Dirty Rice recently opened for 
Tribal Theory at the Ventura theater. 
The band has a new EP called “Heart 
of a Lion” and features songs about 
struggle, abandonment, surviving 
and overcoming, to fighting the 
battles that life spontaneously brings 
you, including bullying, childhood 

cancer and something as simple as 
love.  You can get in on iTunes. 
 Aron Van Alstine, music teacher 
singer/songwriter in Ojai recently 
released a new single, a protest song, 
in honor of election day called “Both 
Sides of the Fence.” He’s working 
a new album for 2017 called “The 
Revenge of Rock’’Roll.” 
 And finally, you know I’m 
always interested in new projects 
and one that sounds pretty interest-
ing is called Bromero Captain Q & 
Flashman featuring members of The 
Jelly (Brandon Romero and Jaymes 
Quirino) and Goodnight Kiss (Rene 
Ponce).  Their first gig at Amigos will 
be Sunday, November 27 at 5 pm.
 Do you have any music related 
news or upcoming shows you want 
help publicizing? Send all informa-
tion short or long to Pam@Ventura 
Rocks.com, and for updated music 
listings daily, go to www.Ventura 
Rocks.com.

Music Calendar
For more events go to VenturaRocks.com

Amigos Cafe & Cantina
546 E. Main St.
805-874-2232
Mondays: Open mic w/ Beers 
Bros.
Tuesdays: Musicians Night Out 
Wed 11/23: Coso Live – Musicians 
Brew 
Fri 11/25: Soul Machine
Sat 11/26: Strange Weather
Sun 11/27: 5 pm Bromero Captain 
Q & Flashman; 9 pm Karaoke
Wed 11/30: Keith Cain
Thurs 12/1: Synrgy
Fri 12/2: Right Amount of Wrong
Sat 12/3: Barrelhouse Wailers
Sun 12/4: 5 pm The Tossers; 9 pm 
Karaoke
Bombay Bar & Grill
143 S. California Street
Fridays: DJs – College Night 
Saturdays DJs
Café Fiore
66 S. California Street 
(805) 653-1266 
Wed 11/23: Otis Hayes
Fri 11/25: Instone
Sat 11/26: Red Muffs
Tues 11/29: Bill Owen Jazz 
Express
Wed 11/30: Rick Jarrett
Thurs 12/1: Rick Whitf ield
Fri 12/2: Action Down
Sat 12/3: Otis Hayes
The Cave 
4435 McGrath Street 
Weds & Saturdays: 5:30 – 8:30 pm 

Varon Thomas 
Thurs & Fridays: 5:30 – 8:30 pm 
Warren Takahashi
Copa Cubana
Ventura Harbor Village
Tuesdays: The Down Home Trio
Fri 11/25: Brandon Ragan
Sat 11/26: Live Band Karaoke
Sun 11/27: 4 pm Laura Cozzi Soul 
Machine
Dargan’s Irish Pub & Restau-
rant
593 E. Main Street 
(805) 648-3001
Sun 12/4: 4 pm The Sunday 
Drivers
 Discovery 
1888 Thompson Blvd 
Wed 11/9: Starlight Swing Night 
w/ DJ Lance
Wed 11/23: The Holdup
Fri 11/25: Yung Yizzo
Sat 11/26: The Jive Aces
Sat 12/3: Helmet
Downtown Ventura 
Main Street & California
Sat 12/3: Ventura Winter Wine 
Walk
El Rey Cantina
294 E. Main Street 
Fridays: 4 pm Xoco Moraza and 
Friends; 9:30 DJ/Karaoke by DJ 
Gold Dust
Saturdays: DJ Erock
The Garage
1091 Scandie Avenue
Fri 12/2: Kool Keith, Kosha Dillz
Gigi’s Cocktails 
2493 Grand Avenue
(805) 642-2411
Thurs, Fri & Sat: Karaoke
Golden China 
760 S. Seaward 
(805) 652-0688 
Karaoke seven nights a week 9 pm
Tuesdays 7 pm: Open Mic
Grapes and Hops
454 E. Main Street 
Wednesdays: The Swillys 
Fri 11/25: Shawn Jones
Sat 11/26: TD Lind
Fri 12/2: Paul Mars Black
The Greek Restaurant
Ventura Harbor
Sat & Sun 7:30 pm
Belly Dancing, Greek music and 
show  
Hong Kong Inn 
435 E. Thompson Blvd
Mondays: Karaoke 
Thursdays: Gypsy Blues Band 
swing night
Fri 11/25: Hi Hat Entertainment 
presents Brother Yusef 
Sat 11/26: Del Franklin
Fri 12/2: Hi Hat Entertainment 
presents Doug Macleod
Keynote Lounge 
10245 Telephone Road 
Tuesday and Wednesday: Karaoke 
Thursday: Open Mic
Sunday: Karaoke
Fri 11/25: Jamm Nite Special
Sat 11/26: Brandon Ragan
Made West Brewing 
1744 Donlon Street 
Music at 6:30 
Wed 11/23: Jeff Uzzel
Majestic Ventura Theater
26 S. Chestnut Street
Tues 11/29: Somo featuring 
Stanaj
O’Leary’s
6555 Telephone Road 
Tuesdays: Free Jukebox 
Wednesdays: Karaoke 
Fri 11/25: Live Band Karaoke
Pacif ic View Mall

3301 E Main Street 
In front of Trader Joe’s 
Fri 11/18: Rock Cats Rock
Paddy’s
2 W. Main Street 
Wednesdays: Karaoke
Fri & Sat: DJs
Poinsettia Pavilion
3451 Foothill Road 
(805) 648-1143 
Mon 11/28: Monday Night Dance 
Club with Wyatt Haupt Band
Sat 12/3: The Ventura Jazz 
Orchestra 
Sun 12/4: Old Country Grass 
Band
Mon 12/5: Monday Night Dance 
Club with Dick Parent Band
Prime 
2209 E. Thompson Blvd
Tuesdays: Danny D
Fridays: Mike Moody
Saturdays: Jessica Ash
Red Cove
1809 E. Main Street
Thursdays: Music Club Open Jam 
Night
Sat 11/26: Metal Night
Rookees Sports Bar & Grill 
419 E. Main Street  
(805) 648-6862
Fri and Sat: Rotating DJs
Sandbox Coffeehouse
204 E. Thompson Blvd
805-641-1025 
Thurs 6 pm, Weekends noon 
Thursdays Open Mic
Sat 11/26: Licity Collins
Sat 12/3: Patrick Hillham 
Sun 12/4: Eight Years Gone
Sans Souci 
21 S. Chestnut 
Sundays:  DJ Darko 
Mondays: Karaoke 
Tuesdays: Twisted Tuesday w/ DJ 
Wednesdays: Open mic 
Thursdays: DJ Spinobi
Squashed Grapes
2351 E. Main St.
805-643-7300 
Live jazz music 7-10 pm 
Wed 11/23: Ventura Jazz Collec-
tive
Fri 11/25: Jay Leach Lap Steel
Wed 11/30: RJ Mischo, Goldwas-
ser & Kaplan
Thurs 12/1: SBCC Jazz Ensemble
Fri 12/2: Bevan Manson & Friends
Sat 12/3: Rachel Flowers Trio
Star Lounge
343 E. Main Street
Sat 11/26: Pull the Trigger
Surf Brewery 
4561 Market Street 
Music 6-8 pm 
Sat 11/26: Soul Purpose
Sat 12/3: Inertia
The Tavern
211 E. Santa Clara Street 
(805) 643-3264 
Metal Wednesdays
Get it Right Thursday DJs
Traveler Café
1070 E Front Street
Fridays 5-7 pm: Bernie Larsen
Sundays 11-1 pm: Bernie Larsen
Ventura Beach Club
281 W. Main Street 
Sat 11/26: 4Kids 2 Kids Toy Drive 
w/ Ray Jay & Uptown Brothers, 
Michael John & Bottom Line, 
Tommy Marsh, Kelly Zirbes, Tom 
& Milo
The 805 Bar
Ventura Harbor
Sat & Sun: Noon Kenny DeVoe
Fri 11/26: 4 pm Kenny DeVoe; 8 
pm Teresa Russell
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Ventura Art Scene

George 
Robertson’s 
drawing of his first car 
that he drove in high 
school.

Dab Art is pleased to present Collective Dissent: Rethinking Rationality at H 
Gallery (1793 E. Main). The idea of abstract painting and mixed media is to 
create objects without reference to the world outside, or as a strictly vestigial image 
or form. The artists in this exhibition have each pursued abstractions, sculpture 
and photography with unique and individual character within the realms of mixed 
media modernism. This exhibition aims to show these works in sympathetic rela-
tionships to each other, in spaces with ideal light and proportions. The installations 
and pieces exhibited in Collective Dissent represent a new visual language based on 
assemblages of the unbounded world, rejecting mediocrity and redefining high art. 
Art idealism is confronted and explored through the works of three principled and 
distinguished artists. Opening Reception |Saturday, December 10,  7-10pm 
Glenn Carter stands as one of the most inventive artists ever exhibited by Dab 
Art. His approach to making art using conventional materials and everyday 
objects has eviscerated the distinctions between medium and genre, abstraction 
and representation, while creating an enduring change in the relationship between 
artist, image, and viewer. 
Artists on exhibit: Glenn Carter + Michelle Robinson + Yari Ostovany

 The photographs of Cuba by Tomi Murphy are on display until Dec.3 at the 
Traveler Café, 1070 E. Front St.
 “Whether in my everyday life or on my travels, I find so many things around 
me to be beautiful. With my work I try to capture the beauty that I see and present it 
so that someone viewing that image can feel what I felt in that moment. My greatest 
pleasure is seeing someone react to my work and knowing that they are experiencing 
the same emotions I had when I took the photograph.”

Seeing art in everyday life by I.P. Freely.
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Go to www.venturabreeze.com 
for your daily horoscope

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your 
curiosity might not be appreciated 
by everyone. Expect some resistance 
in getting answers to your questions. 
But stay with it. You need facts in 
order to make important decisions.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Some 
of the mystery surrounding your 
recent fiscal situation soon will be 
dispelled with a clear explanation. 
Use this new knowledge to help you 
chart a fresh financial course.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Start 
your Hanukkah and Christmas 
gift-buying now. This will help avoid 
problems caused by possible mid-De-
cember delays. A family member has 
important information.
CANCER ( June 21 to July 22) Use a 
little more sense in how you plan to 
spend your end-of-the-year holiday 
dollars. Meanwhile, you continue 
to gain support for your stand on a 
workplace issue.
LEO ( July 23 to August 22) Wearing 
that big, loving Lion’s heart of yours 
on your sleeve leaves it unprotect-
ed. Let things develop a little more 
before you allow your emotions to 
spill over.
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to September 22) 
You might feel you’re not ready to 
patch up an unraveled relationship. 
But the longer you wait, the more 

difficult it will be for all parties to 
take the first healing step.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) 
Your end-of-the-year holiday plans 
could be disrupted by something out 
of your control, but stay the course. 
Ultimately, things will settle back 
into a normal pace.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 
21) Your honest approach to a 
workplace project earns you both 
respect and credit from those in 
charge. Meanwhile, that personal 
problem still needs to be dealt with.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Money could be a little 
tight this month. This means the 
usually bargain-oblivious Sagittari-
an should look for ways to save on 
end-of-the-year holidays.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Examine the facts, and 
you might find that it’s a wiser move 
to shift gears and redirect some of 
your goals before the end of the year. 
Someone close to you offers good 
advice.
AQUARIUS ( January 20 to February 
18) Be careful that your generosity 
is not abused. Find out more, both 
about the special favors you might be 
asked to grant and who is asking for 
them.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
You’ve come through a recent rough 
time in great shape. Congratula-
tions. Now go out and enjoy your 
well-earned rewards. More good 
news comes in mid-December.
BORN THIS WEEK: You aim for 
truth, and you usually find it. Your 
honesty earns you the friendship and 
respect of others.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

Lighter Breeze

(For a beginners guide to playing Sudoku go to venturabreeze.com)

Solutions on page 17

Arctic Circle

Mother Goose and Grimm

Baby Blues

Beetle Bailey

Hagar the Horrible

Shylock Fox

Solutions on page 17
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Show Time

Open 8 a.m. Mon-Sat, Sunday Brunch  9 am - 3pm
1070 E. Front Street, Ventura  (Located near “The Wharf”)

805.667.8229   TravelerCafeVentura.com     

Open 8 a.m. Mon-Sat, Sunday Brunch  9 am - 3pmOpen 8 a.m. Mon-Sat, Sunday Brunch  9 am - 3pmOpen 8 a.m. Mon-Sat, Sunday Brunch  9 am - 3pmOpen 8 a.m. Mon-Sat, Sunday Brunch  9 am - 3pmOpen 8 a.m. Mon-Sat, Sunday Brunch  9 am - 3pm

Join us for “Post-Turkey” Friday Specials

Saturday R&R Specials & Sunday Mimosa Brunch

Live Music & New Happy Hour Specials Thurs -Sat

Check our Facebook for Music, Arts &News! 

Ha p p y Th a n k s g i v i n g !

wishing you a

A View from House Seats

Calendar Girls 
Bust Out the 
Laughs
by Shirley Lorraine

 First, it happened. Then it became a 
hit movie. Now it is hitting stages across the 
country and the world. A delightful light-
weight romp based on a real event, Calendar 
Girls centers around a stalwart and staid 
British women’s organization, the Women’s 
Institute Association, referred to as the WI.
 Their fundraising goal for the present 
year is to raise money to purchase a 
settee for the currently dismal waiting 
area in a hospital cancer wing in honor 
of one of the members’ husband who 
recently deceased from the disease. 
 But when the subject of their annual 
calendar comes up, members of the group 
opt to stray from the usual fare of churches, 
bridges and landscapes. Instead, a handful 
of them decide to bare “most” in a calendar 
layout using themselves as the models with 
props representative of the club’s standard 
focus of baking, knitting and gardening.  
As members of the WI of Knapeley in the 
Yorkshire Dales, they are less invested in 
the traditional than they are in finding new 
ways to achieve the same ends, having more 
fun in the process. With the encouragement 
of a cause, the ladies employ a young pho-
tographer (Andrew Garrett) to make the 
project a reality.
 Director Judy Blake opted to forgo 
the English accents while keeping the 
idioms of the language, which did work 
well. Despite some unfamiliar references, 
the cast delivers a spun-candy froth with 
emotional undertones that periodically 
brings the audience back to terra firma.  
The meaning behind the effort struck a 
chord with many in the audience.
 Cast members include Helen Benjamin, 
Karla Marie, Angela DeCicco, Rosalee 
Calvillo, Laura Ring, and Nancy Hullihan 
as the “Calendar Girls”.  Marilyn Lazik, 
Allan Noel, Ray Mastrovito, Andrew 
Garrett, Leslie Nichols, Penni Blum, 
Anthony Baldonado, and Joyce McWilliams 
fill in the rest of the story.
 All of the participants embrace their 
characters with enthusiasm and varying 
levels of skill that emphasize the realism 
they are portraying. The cast works as an 
ensemble – each providing unique man-
nerisms and body language, and each 

adding to the storyline both in minor and 
major ways. Each character has at least one 
moment to shine in the spotlight, securing 
the feeling of unity and friendly rivalry that 
belonging to a women’s group can elicit.
 Angela DeCicco gives a solid perfor-
mance throughout as Cora, the musical 
director. Laura Ring dives into her role 
as the resident “tart” with abandon. 
Helene Benjamin and Karla Holland as 
the catalysts for the effort clearly depict 
the friendship bond that drives them. 
In the role of the reluctant Ruth, Nancy 
Hullihan is reserved until pushed to her 
limit.  Rosalee Calvillo as Jessie brings her 
own seasoning to the mix.
 Adding a regal touch in a cameo role is 
SPTC long-time producer Leslie Nichols.  
Nichols wins the best hat award for her 
stunning creation which she wears with a 
strong air of ownership. 
 SPTC winds up its 2016 season with 
a delightful diversionary presentation. 
If you want to catch this one, make your 
reservation soon.
www.santapaulatheatercenter.org/805-
525-4625 through Dec 18. Friday & 
Saturday eves 8 PM.
Reservations are highly recommended to 
ensure a seat for this popular show.
ALL Sunday 2:30PM performances are 
already SOLD OUT!
Adults $20, Students and Seniors $18.

Doctor Strange

by Eduardo Victoria
eduardovictory@yahoo.com

 When we first meet Doctor Stephen 
Strange (Benedict Cumberbatch), he’s 
an esteemed neurosurgeon at the top of 
his game. His unparalleled skill comes 
with a cost, however – he’s arrogant, a bit 
brash and very shrewd of the patients he 
deems worthy of his time. When a freak 
accident causes Strange to drive his car 
off a cliff, rendering his hands useless. 
After tons of closed doors and col-
leagues who’ve deemed his case impos-
sible, he uses his last funds on a plane 
ticket to Kamar-Taj, Nepal. There, he 
finds a sect of sorcerers lead by a woman 
simply known as the Ancient One (Tilda 
Swinton) – their mastery over the mystic 
arts and the spirit could hold the key to 
Strange’s recovery. As he studies under 
the Ancient One, however, an old pupil of 
hers named Kaecilius (Mads Mikkelsen) 
reappears. He hopes to conjure up a 
forbidden power in exchange for eternal 
life, and at the cost of reality as we know 
it. This forces Strange to realize that 
the power he’s been given holds great 
responsibility. As his powers grow, he 
eventually has to choose between going 
back to a way of life he once knew, or 
defending it.
 What makes Strange’s origin story 
so satisfying is that it’s basically the 
story of a selfish, self-centered man 
who realizes the world is much bigger 
than him. It’s the simplest of stories at 
the outset, and nothing we haven’t seen 
before, but when mixed with the film’s 
contemplation of time and mortality, 
equates to an adventure with slightly 
more weight to it. By focusing on such 
grounded ideas, Derrickson never 
loses his emotional tether, allowing 
Strange’s journey to the end of his ego 
to manifest itself both thematically 
and metaphysically.
 The film’s visuals, they’re totally 
unhinged and worth the price of 
admission alone, delivering insane 
action sequences which smash through 
the bounds of physical possibility with 
unabashed glee. No two battles are the 
same, with Strange and his colleagues 
defending reality, as we know it through 
environments that shape shift with 
clockwork complexity. In the best way, 
Derrickson’s commitment to the bizarre 
makes the film feel unmoored from its 
very foundations and liberated from 
its peers, going full blast into hardcore 
fantasy mode with a ferocious vitality 
and ingenuity.
 The performances are like the icing 
on top, adding depth to characters who 
feel authentic and well-rounded. As 
Strange, Cumberbatch is perfectly cast. 
The film centers on his ability to balance 
being self-absorbed yet charming, and 
it’s a fine line that few could replicate. 
It also makes the film rewarding, to 
see how he changes throughout, slowly 
realizing the responsibility of his new 
powers and how much he can do with 
them. Swinton brings a sense of gravitas 
and power to the Ancient One, balancing 
hidden layers which become more 
apparent as the film progresses. As one 
of her most trusted, Chiwetel Ejiofor’s 
Karl Mordo is a nice contrast to Strange. 
Confident in his powers and motivated 
by a burning conviction, his arc sits 

Local author 
wins coveted 
Royal Dragonfly 
Book Award
 The judges of the 2016 Royal 
Dragonfly Book Awards contest, which 
recognizes excellence in all genres of 

nicely beside Strange’s and converges in 
a way that makes the character more in-
teresting than his printed counterpart. 
Mikkelsen has so much charisma, and 
even through he’s doing horribly dark 
things, you believe that he doesn’t view 
himself as a villain.
 In a lot of ways, Doctor Strange’s 
achievements feels like a culmination 
of what Marvel’s done in the past, and 
where they’re heading in the future. It 
takes the origin story template and finds 
ways to make it feel new, working well 
as a standalone while still tying into 
the larger scheme of things. At a time 
when superhero films are starting to 
all feel and look the same, Derrickson’s 
latest is a rich feast that pushes the ideas 
of what we expect in the genre (at least 
visually) and adds another colorfully 
vibrant reality to an already dense roster 
of heroes.
 115 minutes. Rated PG-13. Now Playing 
at Cinemark Downtown 10.

literature, have spoken. The Spirit of 
Villarosa: A Father’s Extraordinary Adven-
tures; A Son’s Challenge by Horace Dade 
Ashton, Marc Ashton, and Ventura’s 
Libby J. Atwater won first place in two 
categories: biography and memoir and 
historical nonfiction. 
 “Winning any place in the Royal 
Dragonfly Contest is a huge honor 
because in order to maintain the 
integrity of the Dragonfly Book Awards, 
a minimum score is required before 
a First or Second Place or Honorable 
Mention will be awarded to the entrant—
even if it is the sole entry in a category,” 
explains Linda F. Radke, president of 
the Dragonfly Book Awards program. 
“Competition is steep, too, because there 
is no publication date limit as long as the 
book is still in print.”
 The book is a glorious account of 
Horace Ashton’s remarkable adventures 
juxtaposed with his son Marc’s 2001 
kidnapping in Haiti by four armed 
thugs who clearly plan to kill him. While 
captive, Marc determines to survive and 
asks himself, “What would Dad do?”
 “I am pleased and honored to have 
won first place in the Royal Dragonfly 
Book Awards in two categories twice, in 
2014 and in 2016. I urge fellow writers to 
enter this contest,” said Atwater.
 To find out how this true-life 
adventure culminates, read the book, 
which retails for $19.95. It can be 
purchased at www.TheSpiritof Villarosa.
com, www.MyBookOrders.com, www.
LibbyAtwaterBooks.com, www.Amazon.
com, www.BN.com, and through these 
wholesalers: Ingram, Baker&Taylor, 
Brodart (library distributor), and Follett 
Library Services.
 To learn more about the Dragonf ly 
Book Awards, visit www.Dragonf ly 
BookAwards.com, email info@story 
monsters.com or call 480-940-8182.
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This ’n’ That

Ojai news and 
events

 The Leslie Marcus Solo Fine Art 
Exhibition will be opening December 1 
until December 31st. The exhibition will 

Ventura events
Continued from page 9
heart. A day of healing, with the 
Venerable Kusala, an American born 
Buddhist monk, ordained in the Zen 
tradition of Vietnam.   Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church of Ventura Sanctuary 
(UUCV), 5654 Ralston St., A gratitude 
offering will be gratefully accepted, 
but is not required, $35 suggested.  
Sponsored by the Friendship Sangha of 
the Heart, a program of the UUCV.  More 
information and registration at Friend-
shipSangha.org/register.

Connie Taylor 
enjoying Fiji.She left this copy of the Breeze in the hotel lobby, so we are expanding our circulation.

Aloha 
Steakhouse 
chooses the City 
Center 
Transitional 
Living
 Black-and-Blue Flat-Iron Steak is 
steak blackened and grilled over lava 
rocks, topped with Danish blue cheese, 
and served with a choice of soup or salad 
and fresh steamed vegetables or baked 

Chanukah 

 Every year between the end of 
November and the end of December, 
Jewish people around the world celebrate 
the holiday of Chanukah, the Festival of 
Lights. Chanukah begins on the 25th 
day of the Hebrew month of Kislev, 
but the starting date on the western 
calendar varies from year to year. This 

potato, mashed potatoes, or wild rice
 For every order of this dish sold 
through December 31, 2016, Aloha 
Steakhouse will donate $2 to The City 
Center Transitional Living of Ventura in 
support of homeless families.

year it starts on sundown on Dec. 24 and 
ends on Jan. 1, 2017. 
 In the land of Judea there was a mean 
(boo) Syrian king, Antiochus. The king 
ordered the Jewish people to reject their 
God, their religion, their customs and 
their beliefs and to worship the Greek 
gods. There were some who did as they 
were told, but many refused. One who 
refused was Judah Maccabee.
 Judah and his four brothers formed 
an army and after 3 years of fighting, 
the Maccabees were finally successful 
in driving the Syrians out of Israel and 
reclaimed the Temple in Jerusalem. 
 When Judah and his followers 
finished cleaning the temple, they 
wanted to light the eternal light, known 
as the N’er Tamid, which is present in 
every Jewish house of worship. 
 Only a tiny jug of oil was found with 
only enough for a single day. The oil 
lamp was filled and lit. Then a miracle 
occurred as the tiny amount of oil stayed 
lit not for one day, but for 8 days 
 Jews celebrate Chanukah to mark 
the victory over the Syrians and the 
rededication of the Jerusalem Temple. 
The Festival of the Lights, Chanukah, 
lasts for eight days to commemorate this 
miracle of the oil. 
 The menorah candles are lit to 
celebrate the 8 days that the oil stayed lit. 
 The spellings of Chanukah has 
caused some confusion. Part of the 
reason for this confusion may be due 
to the fact there is no exact English 
translation of the Hebrew word for 
Chanukah. So to help clear up some of 
the confusion here are just a few of the 
different spellings one might encounter. 
 Chanukah, Chanukkah, Hanuka, 
Hanukah, Hannukah, Hanukkah. In 
the United States it is most common to 
use the spelling Chanukah. 

be held at the Ojai Roasting Company, 
located at 337 East Ojai Avenue.
 The Ojai Community Chorus 
will present its winter concert, “A 
Christmas Party in a Pear Tree,” on 
Saturday, Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, 
Dec. 4 at 3 p.m. at the Ojai United 
Methodist Church, 120 Church Road.
 The unfortunate partridge, 
Party, is stuck up in the pear tree. 
It takes some doing to get him 
down, but he is finally rescued just 
in time for Christmas. Along with 
this whimsical vignette the chorus 
will present holiday classics such as 
“Silver Bells,” “Silent Night,” and 
the exciting “Feliz Navidad”. Also 
featured will be John Rutter’s stirring 
“Gloria, Allegro Vivace”. A children’s 
ensemble will contribute a lively 
touch to the program.
 Director Connie Woodson states, 
“A trademark of Community Chorus 
concerts is its presentation of a wide 
variety of music, providing something 
to please everybody’s tastes. This 
concert is no exception.”
 Backing up the Chorus will be 
John Boyd on guitar and Ben Ginsberg 
on the piano, while James Antunez 
will provide background on drums 
and percussion.
 A boutique and bake sale will also 
be held, with lots of Christmas ideas 
to help with shopping.
 Tickets are available from Chorus 
members or at the St. Thomas 
Aquinas Thrift Shop, 334 E. Ojai 
Ave. Suggested donations are $20 for 
general admission in advance and $25 
at the door. Seniors 65 and older and 
student tickets are $15 in advance and 
$20 at the door. Children 6 through 11 
are admitted for $5. Children younger 
that 6 are admitted free, however, 
there are no provisions for child care.
 For further information call 
640-0468. Check out the Chorus’ 
website at ojaichorus.wordpress.com.
 The Mira Monte Elementary 
School’s Ojai Food Truck Friday is 
held every first Friday of the month. 
It is a fund raising event for Mira 
Monte School. A portion of all of the 
sales from the food trucks is given to 
the school.
 This next event is going to be holiday 
themed. There will be live music, family 
photos, free live music and lots of 
great food. It will be held on December 
2nd, from 5-8:30pm, at Mira Monte 
Elementary School, 1216 Loma Drive. 
Mandrigali will perform a Yuletide set 
of music and The Grinch will be shown 
at 7:00pm (outdoor movie- people need 
to bring blankets or chairs).
 Dr. Rainer Buschmann will 
visit the Ojai Library at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, December 3 to deliver 
a talk titled “Liquid Histories: 
Madeira and Port Wine.” Dr. 
Buschmann comes from CSU Channel 
Islands (CI), and is the final speaker 
in this year’s CI Library Lecture Series. 
His talk will highlight why Madeira 
became such prominent place to 
grow grapes during the early period 
of Iberian expansion. CSU Channel 
Islands hosts more than a dozen 
free public lectures from September 
through December. This event is free 
and open to the public. For additional 
information, contact Ron Solórzano, 
City Librarian, at  218-9146.
 The Ojai Library is located at 111 
East Ojai Ave. Hours of service are 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday.
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Melody O’Leary-Namikas

Realtor - License #01299611

Berkshire Hathaway
805.218.5035

melody4realestate@gmail.com

959 Waterbury Lane
Ventura

$1,425,000
3BD/3BA, 2,072 sqft   
Steps away from the 

most beautiful beaches!

11617 W. Telegraph Rd. 
Ventura

$1,800,000
3BD/3½BA, 3,051 sqft  

Charming English Coun-
try home and gardens!

2500 Sunset Drive
Ventura

$889,000
3BD/2BA, 1,187 sqft  

Charming hillside 
home with views!

146-148 Forbes Lane 
Ventura
$524,000

Duplex each unit 3 bed-
room, 1 bath.  Fantastic 
investment opportunity!

REDUCED!

REDUCED!

This ’n’ That
Venturans approve all local measures
Continued from page 1
 Measure O, the city’s initiative to 
raise the sales tax, was approved 58% 
to 42%. It establishes a ½ cent sales 
tax increase for 25 years, expected to 
provide approximately $10,800,000 
annually. To alleviate fears that the 
money will be spent on unapproved 
items, the measure requires indepen-
dent audits, and a citizen’s oversight 
committee. 
 Sabrena Rodriguez won a Ventura 
school board seat, but who will f ill 
the second open seat still remains a 
question. The votes counted for Jackie 
Moran and Don Wood change every 
time they are re-counted. The latest 
tally shows Moran leading by 12 votes 
(12,357 to 12,342).
 Seven candidates ran for the two 
open seats for the school board.
 Measure O, the city’s initiative to 
raise the sales tax, was approved 58% 
to 42%. It establishes a ½ cent sales 
tax increase for 25 years, expected to 
provide approximately $10,800,000 
annually. To alleviate fears that the 
money will be spent on unapproved 
items, the measure requires indepen-
dent audits, and a citizen’s oversight 
committee.
Attempts at a tax increase failed in 
2006 and 2009 but this year’s voters 
recognized the need for improvement 
in city services. 
 Voters easily approved Measure Q, 
82% to 18%, which sets term limits for 
City Councilmembers. The measure 
states that members can serve three 
full four-year terms (12-years), but 
then is not eligible to run for the 
City Council, or to be appointed to a 
vacancy, unless a period of four years 
has elapsed since they last serviced on 
the City Council.
 The passing of Measure N, says 
that the selection of the Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor will occur in even-
number years following regular City 
Council elections. It also eliminates 
the Ventura Unified School District’s 
election process from the City Charter.
 Even though it was very confusing 
because of several open-space initia-
tives, Measure P (SOAR) - extending 
open-space, agriculture, and hillside 
land use changes only by voter 
approval until 2050 - easily passed. 
 The city’s Measure P, which is 
separate from the county measures, 
combined the current SOAR (initially 
approved in 1995) and Hillside Voter 
Participation Area (initially approved 
in 2002) and extended it from 2030 
to 2050. 
 Ventura Unified School District’s 
Measure R, which continued the 
District’s existing $59 parcel tax for 
another four years passed, as it did in 
2012. The tax is expected to bring in 
$2.2 million a year. 
 Measure R would aid in preserving 
and improving academic programs, 
including music and art, along with 
expanding career and technical 
training.
 It also requires an independent 
citizen’s oversight committee to be 
formed and all funds are to be spent 
on neighborhood schools. No money 
is to be used for administrative 
salaries or be taken by the state.

Ventura – a charter city
Continued from page 1
production.
 So, why worry about food or 

Farm Day Heros
Continued from page 1
 Measure Q establishes term limits 
that a City Councilmember may not 
serve more than three, four-year 
terms without a break in service 
of at least four years. And, in the 
event the City Council are elected by 
districts, the term-limits provision 
will prevent a City Councilmem-
ber who serves three terms on the 
City Council from one district 
from moving to another district 
and seeking to run again without 
a four-year break in service.  Term 
limits start with the 2018 election.
 How do these charter amendments 
affect for our current and newly-
elected officials? Mayor Nasarenko 
and Deputy Mayor Andrews will 
complete their mayoral roles in 2017 
and serve as Councilmembers until 
2018.  Councilmembers Monahan 
and Tracy will serve their terms until 
2018.     Re-elected Councilmembers 
Heitmann and Weir, and newly-elect-
ed Councilmember LaVere, will serve 
until 2020. In December 2017, a Mayor 
and Deputy Mayor will be selected to 
serve a 1 year term to allow the Mayor/
Deputy Major selection to start with 
the 2018 election.  The Charter amend-
ments become effective once they are 
published by the Secretary of State in 

the State Statutes.  It is anticipated 
this will occur in January 2017.
 In California, there are two 
kinds of cities:  charter and general 
law.  Ventura is a charter city, and 
of California’s 478 cities, 121 are 
charter cities.  The benefit of being a 
charter city is to have local authority 
over “municipal affairs”, rather than 
allowing a state law to govern the 
same topic.  Commonly referred to as 
the “home-rule”, the League of Cali-
fornia Cities explains that the charter 
city provision of the State Constitu-
tion allows charter cities to conduct 
their own business and control their 
own affairs.
 The City of Ventura’s first charter 
was approved by the voters in 1931 
and by the State Legislature in 193.  
And because a city charter can only be 
changed by a vote of the people, it gives 
citizens control over local issues such 
as municipal election matters, land 
use and zoning decisions (with some 
exceptions) and how a city spends its 
tax dollars.
 With leadership from our 
City Council and engagement of 
residents working together, we have 
“government by the people” and 
success in shaping our community 
with all the great attributes that 
Ventura has to offer.

farming?
 Because our abundance is 
dependent on a world food market 
which is dependent on political and 
economic forces we as individu-
als have very little control over. For 
example, in times of war, victory 
gardens in private residences and 
public parks decrease pressure on the 
food supply and allow people to con-
tribute in tangible ways. The ability to 
grow and harvest is an integral part of 
our humanity. It connects us with the 
earth and with each other.
 But we have produced a generation 
who has little or no idea where food 
comes from or what it takes to get food 
from field to fork. Community efforts 
like Farm Day encourage would-be 
growers to visit local farms, ranches 
and processing plants, but how do we 
inspire a whole generation to appreci-
ate the smell of dirt? We find people 
like Chris Massa who bring nobility to 
farming.
 We found Massa, a farm to school 
operations specialist, at Balboa 
Middle School pushing a shovel for the 
Ventura County Farm to School Col-
laborative, teaching world geography, 
environmental sciences, and history. 
Massa who has a degree in natural 
resource conservation from the Uni-
versity of British Columbia moved to 
Ventura to work for Foodcorps. He 
says he has gotten down and dirty 
since he was a kid in his mother’s 
garden. “But the real hook came in 
college when I took a permaculture 
design course. Farming encompasses 
all of my passions, environmental 
stewardship, creating healthy com-
munities, and running a business.”
 Oxnard Elementary School 
District, Rio School District, and 
Hueneme Elementary School District 
also use Massa’s services. He says his 
job requires him to spend 15 hours 
a week at Balboa, but his passion for 
the soil prompts him to spend much 
more. “In order to keep the farm in a 
productive state I spend another 10-15 
hours weekly of my own time.”
 Massa runs his organic gardens 
like real farms. He started the Balboa 
plot in June 2016 and hand tilled 
the soil adding worm castings and 
biochar. The 7th grade environmen-
tal horticulture class and the after-
school Environmental Club tend the 
quarter acre spot. The students are 
growing lettuce, carrots, tomatoes 
and beans. They have learned the 
value of compost, insects and fresh 
vegetables. The student’s harvest goes 
to the school cafeteria for consump-
tion. “The kids will try new foods 
just because they had a hand in the 
growing.” 
 What does Massa see in the future? 
“My biggest hope for the future is 
that our food system becomes less 
centralized. I would like to see more 
home/school/community gardens 
and farmer owned cooperatives. I 
would also love to see less food waste 
and a world in which no one suffers 
from malnutrition.” What is Massa’s 
plan for next year? “One of my favorite 
quotes is from Confucius, ‘If your 
plan is for one year plant rice. If your 
plan is for ten years plant trees. If your 
plan is for one hundred years educate 
children. ‘”
 Massa says he loves Ventura 
County because of the year round 
growing climate. “But my favorite 
thing about living here is the ocean 
and how friendly the people are.”

Green With Envy
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This ’n’ That

Students expressed concern for the well-
being of individuals targeted by large political 
campaigns.

Ventura College 
rally 
by Andres Tovar
Ventura College

 Students gathered the evening after 
the November 8th election to discuss the 
future of this great nation. Under the hot sun 
and heavy air that filled the end of a grueling 
campaign season, many expressed concern 
for the well-being of individuals targeted by 
large political campaigns and stressed the 
importance of safety in these coming times. 
Students in all, came together not for protest 
of any individual entity particularly, but to 
promote a much needed unity amongst the 
young and old of our community. Many felt 
the nation was more divided than ever and 
in these times where too many emotions run 
deep, a unity of our citizens regardless of 
political belief is our greatest duty.  
 Instructors of Ventura College gave 
insight on what the next most logical step 
should be, and in conjunction with the 
students, offered a message of peace and 
love and hope. The older individuals that 
attended this rally then offered further 

Ventura College 
celebrates grand 
openings
 After three years of construction, 
the Ventura College Art Department 
is proud to announce the grand opening 
of the remodeled Studio Arts Building 
(SAB) and the newly constructed New 
Media Gallery on Thursday, December 1, 
from  6-8:30 pm  at 4667 Telegraph Road.  
Opening ceremonies will take place across 
from the New Media Gallery followed by 
studio class demonstrations, faculty and 
student displays, and a closing reception 
with light refreshments for the exhibition, 
Innovation and a Rejection of the Past: The 
Artistic Avant-Garde. The event is free and 
open to the public.
 In March 2002, citizens of Ventura 
County voted to authorize a $356 million 
general obligation bond to renovate 
and expand all three Ventura County 
Community College campuses. 
 “On behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
Chancellor Bernard Luskin and Ventura 
College President Greg Gillespie, I would 
like to thank the residents of Ventura 
County for approving the funds to support 
these projects,” said VCCCD Board Chair 
Larry Kennedy.  “We are proud of the work 

that has gone into constructing the Studio 
Arts Building and New Media Gallery 
and look forward to presenting these 21st 
century facilities to our students and the 
community.”
 The Ventura College Art Depart-
ment offers beginning and intermediate 
courses in Color and Design, Drawing, Life 
Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, Ceramics, 
Digital Media, Photography, and Art 
History to assist students in gaining insight 
into creative and critical thinking. The 
Ventura College Art program has a long 
tradition of producing many of the region’s 
most accomplished artists and continu-
ing education students who have forged 
advanced skills and careers as exhibiting 
artists, educators, graphic designers, pho-
tographers, illustrators, art technicians, art 
historians, commercial artists, and gallery/
museum professionals.
 The Art Department maintains two 
galleries: Gallery 2, a student-run gallery 
and art lab, and the New Media Gallery 
exhibiting work by historically significant 
and nationally known artists. Additionally, 
these exhibition spaces provide students 
with hands-on experience in gallery and 
museum management.
 After six decades of providing quality 
community college education at the 4667 
Telegraph location, Ventura College, with 
the support of the voters, will celebrate 
its history and look towards the future 
as it prepares to serve a new generation of 
Ventura County students. For more infor-
mation on art classes or to obtain notices 
of upcoming art events, lectures, and exhi-
bitions, please contact the Ventura College 
Art Department, Gwendolyn Huddleston, 
Ed.D., Dean of Academics, gklewishuddle 
ston@vcccd.edu, 289-6388.

insight into the coming future, expressing 
sympathies for those who feel threatened and 
provided wisdom with their experience with 
similar times in their lives. Many individu-
als spoke to the crowd of having dealt with 
rougher times; being persecuted and often 
abandoned by the system meant to protect 
and assist them. In their all knowledge and 
wisdom gained within the borders of time 
and space here in our home, it was told again 
the greatest thing a people can do in the 
hardest of times is unite not against another, 
but for the sake of itself that it may flourish 
to be the voice of a generation. 
 These words do not ring hollow, as they 
to pass through the voices of the students 
of Ventura College, giving hope that times 
may come with difficulty, but be meet with a 
solidarity bounded by conviction.
 A message from staff dictated that the 
students that participated in their first 
election not become disheartened with the 
political process, in regard to the overwhelm-
ing division driven by the political environ-
ment of the past year. As in most areas of 
politics, there has always been a divergence 
in belief between the young and old, rich and 
poor, and rural and urban; but a common 
ground for many was the right to have their 
voice be heard in ballot. This ability to be 
heard has been fought for and has held to be 
a foundation of the American way. The rally 
ended with a plea from voices of all types to 
hold onto their rights and use them to their 
fullest extent.
 This election is both something seen 
before and something all too new to know 
what is to come. In absence of any certainty, 
the students of Ventura College can only 
express the need for unity in these most truly 
turbulent times, as a house divided against 
itself cannot stand. 


